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The  Archbishop  of  Cashell  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Received  Dec.  1,  1798.] 

My  Lord,  Bath,  Nov.  27, 1798. 

I Lave  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Excellency’s 
letter  of  the  19th  of  this  month,  informing  me  that  His  Majesty’s 
Ministers  are  induced,  by  the  unfortunate  situation  of  Ireland,  to 
think  seriously  of  an  Union  between  the  two  kingdoms.  And  your 
Excellency  is  pleased  to  add  that  in  the  event  of  the  measure 
ultimately  taking  place,  you  shall  hope  to  derive  assistance  from 
me.  This  being  the  first  intimation  I have  had  of  such  an  inten- 
tion being  entertained  seriously,  and  being  quite  ignorant  of  the 
terms  and  conditions  intended  to  be  offered,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  form  such  an  opinion  upon  this  very  great  and  complicated  sub- 
ject, full  of  difficulty,  and  I fear  of  danger,  to  both  kingdoms,  as 
could  enable  me  with  any  degree  of  propriety,  to  say  at  this  time 
what  part  ought  to  be  taken  by  a man,  determined  to  promote  as 
far  as  he  is  able  what  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  the  true  interests 
of  his  country.  My  past  conduct  is  the  best  proof  I can  give  of  my 
wishes  to  support  His  Majesty’s  Government  at  all  times,  and  I 
assure  your  Excellency  with  great  truth,  that  I am  as  much  dis- 
posed to  afford  every  assistance  in  my  power  to  your  Excellency’s 
administration,  as  I was  to  those  of  your  Excellency’s  predecessors. 

I have  the  honour,  &c., 

C.  Cashell. 
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The  DuivE  of  Portland  to  Marquis  Cornwallis. 


[Secret.]  Received  Dec.  1,  1798. 

My  dear  Lord,  Whitehall,  Nov.  27,  1798. 

Lord  Castlereagli  having  informed  Mr.  Wickham  that  a 
writ  has  been  moved  for  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  to  bring  up 
Moore, ^ the  Bebel  President  of  the  Connaught  Directory,  now 
confined  at  Castlebar,  and  that  it  was  intended  to  make  a special 
return  to  the  writ.  His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants  are  par- 
ticularly anxious  in  a matter  of  such  moment  involving  questions 
of  great  delicacy,  the  discussion  of  which  may  materially  affect 
the  principles  of  the  Common  Law,  and  the  maxims  of  state 
policy  common  to  both  countries,  that  your  Excellency  should 
communicate  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  as  well  the  opinion  which 
your  Excellency  and  those  whom  you  may  have  consulted  on  this 
occasion  shall  have  formed  on  the  whole  subject,  as  the  line  of  con- 
duct you  have  determined  to  pursue,  should  the  special  return  that 
it  shall  be  thought  advisable  to  make  be  overruled  by  the  Court. 

Your  Excellency  will,  no  doubt,  feel  the  necessity  of  our  re- 
ceiving early  information  on  this  point,  so  as  that  the  whole  subject 
may  be  well  and  thoroughly  considered  by  His  Majesty’s  law  officers 
here,  as  well  as  by  his  more  confidential  servants,  and  that  your  Excel- 
lency may  receive  instructions  from  His  Majesty  founded  on  their  de- 
liberate and  united  opinion ; and  particularly  that  we  may  be  enabled 
to  form  a judgment  how  far,  with  relation  to  this  particular  affair,  it 
may  be  for  His  Majesty’s  interests  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
should  be  assembled  at  an  earlier  period  than  had  been  hitherto 
proposed  and  intended.  j honour,  &c., 

Portland. 


Lord  Longueville^  to  Alexander  Marsden,  Esq. 

My  dear  Sir,  Dec.  3, 1798. 

When  Lord  W.  was  Lord-Lieutenant,  the  storekeeper  of 


* John  Moore,  eldest  son  of  John  Moore, 
Esq.,  of  Moore  Hall.  He  joined  the  French 
at  Castlebar,  and  was  made  Colonel  by  Hum- 
bert, and  also  President  of  the  Directory  of 
Connaught,  Aug.  31,  in  which  capacity  he 
issued  paper  money  to  a considerable  extent, 
in  the  shape  of  assignats,  “ In  the  name  of 
the  French  Government  good  for  half  a 
guinea  ; to  be  raised  on  the  province  of  Con- 
naught.” His  trial  was  stopped  by  the  Writ 
of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  he  appears  to  have 
died  before  any  further  steps  could  be  taken. 
His  father,  who  had  been  a merchant  at 
Malaga,  had  an  estate  of  about  2000/.  a-year. 

® Richard,  1st  and  only  Lord  Longueville, 


so  created  Oct.  5,  1795,  and  promoted  to  the 
Viscounty  Dec.  29,  1800,  b.  Oct.  9,  1734, 
d.  May  23,  1811  ; m.  Nov.  8,  1756,  Mar- 
garet, dau.  of  Richard  White,  Esq.,  wlio  was 
grandfather  to  Richard,  1st  Earl  of  Bantry. 
M.P.  for  Charleville,  Clognakilty,  Cork  city, 
Baltimore,  and  Cork  city  again,  from  1761 
till  made  a Peer.  He  had  considerable 
parliamentary  influence,  of  which  he  made 
an  unscrupuious  use  in  obtaining  patronage 
and  effecting  jobs.  This  and  a few  more  of 
his  letters  have  been  selected  from  a large 
collection  preserved  in  the  Castle  at  Dublin, 
mostly  addressed  to  Mr.  Kippax,  then  Chief 
Clerk  in  the  Secretary’s  Department. 
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Cork  (Mr.  Strettle)  ^ was  ill  in  a decline  and  went  to  Lisbon  to 
recover.  He  wanted  to  sell  the  office  for  a trifle.  I wrote  to  Lord 
Hobart;  he  answered  me  tliat  selling  was  not  in  the  ])ractice  of  the 
Lord-Lien  tenant  or  of  him,  but  whenever  the  storekeeper  died  I 
should  have  the  nomination  of  the  office ; and  he  adds,  by  way  of 
consolation,  that  he  was  assured  he  could  not  recover.  ]\rr.  Strettle 
died  at  Bristol  Wells  lately.  I now  understand  that  ai)plication  was 
often  made  to  Lord  Camden  for  leave  to  sell,  which  he  repeatedly 
refused  unless  my  concurrence  was  obtained ; but  on  his  departure, 
Mr.  Lees^  contrived  to  have  it  sold.  IMr.  Shaw^  bought  it  for 
1950^.,  but  in  another  name,  which  is  put  into  the  commission,  as 
]Mr.  Shaw  is  collector. 

Now  I have  a positive  and  sacred  })romise,  under  the  Secretary 
of  State’s  letter,  for  this  office  whenever  it  became  vacant ; but  on 
Lord  Camden’s  departure  this  engagement  was  broken,  though  he 
religiously  adhered  to  it  until  going  away,  for  IMr.  Shaw  told  me  so. 
It  was  Lees  and  Lord  Shannon  got  the  inhxmous  act  transacted. 

I had  obtained  the  promise  for  my  opposition  to  Lord  Shannon, 
in  Lord  AV.  and  the  M.  of  B.’s  Government — I was  doubly  a pur- 
chaser ; I had  given  a pecuniary  as  well  as  a parliamentary  con- 
sideration for  the  patronage  of  Cork.  Every  man  knows  it  cost  me 
twenty  thousand  pounds  at  Cork  to  support  His  Alajesty’s  measures 
and  Ministers  during  and  since  the  Begency  business,  and  the  only 
com])ensation  I received  was  the  patronage  of  that  district : it  was  held 
inviolate  to  me  until  now.  Mr.  Pelham  was  not  favourable  to  us  who 
supported  His  Majesty  during  his  illness,  but  positive  engagements 
are  not  to  be  infringed  upon,  and  I have  Lord  Hobart’s  letter  that  the 
appointment  to  succeed  Mr.  Strettle  as  storekeeper  should  be  mine. 

I have  written  to  liord  Castlereagh  to  lay  the  transaction  before 
the  Lord-Lieutenant.  I wait  for  his  answer  to  write  to  Lord  W., 
Lord  Hobart,  and  Mr.  Pitt,  who  has  guaranteed  the  patronage  so  far 
to  me  that  if  the  conveiiiency  of  Government  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  encroaching  on  it,  I should  have  an  equivalent  elsewhere. 

I must  now  request  you  to  see  Lord  Castlereagh  on  this  business. 

I have  suffered  by  the  money  I paid  for  Mallow,  though  I 
undertook  it  at  Lord  H.’s  wish  and  the  Lord-Lieutenant’s  desires, 
yet  though  it  cost  me  half  as  much  as  Cork  to  nominate  the 

* Robert  Strettle,  storekeeper,  appointed  Secretary  to  the  Post-office  from  1784  till 
June  1780,  d.  June  1798.  ■ his-death.  He  was  father  to  the  well-known 

2 John  Lees,  created  a Bart.,  June  30,  Sir  Harcourt  Lees. 

1804,  b.  Feb.  14,  1739,  d.  Sept.  1811  ; m.  ^ Bernard  Shaw,  made  Collector  of  Customs 
Oct.  20,  1766,  Mary,  dau,  of  Robert  Cath-  at  Cork,  June  24,  1796.  A violent  dispute 
cart.  Esq.,  of  Glandusk.  After  serving  some  between  him  and  Mr.  Todd  Jones,  an  ex- 
time in  the  army,  he  came  to  Ireland  as  M.P.  and  thorough  demagogue,  came  after- 
Private  Secretary  to  Lord  Townshend  ; was  wards  before  the  Courts  of  Law  and  Parlia- 
afterwards  Secretary  at  War,  and  ultimately  ment.  See  Hansard’s  Debates,  Dec.  1805. 
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members  and  support  the  present  Ministry,  yet  Lord  Shannon  got 
the  vacant  barrackmaster  from  Mr.  Pelham. 

I clearly  see  Lord  Shannon  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  encroach 
on  the  engagements  of  Government  to  me ; he  is  at  the  bottom 
of  all  this  business,  but  a Government  of  power  and  justice  will 
support  me.  Most  sincerely  yours, 

Longueville. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

JMy  DEAR  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  4,  1798. 

The  soldiers  of  the  Bedfordshire  have  unanimously  agreed 
to  stay  without  restriction  in  point  of  time,  and  I hope,  before  the 
packet  sails,  to  receive  favourable  accounts  from  the  Suffolk  and 
Worcestershire  ; the  latter,  however,  have  been  worse  accommodated 
than  any  of  the  regiments  of  English  militia,  and  would  be  more  ex- 
cusable than  the  others  if  they  expressed  an  impatience  to  return ; but 
if  tlie  joresent  inconvenience  of  their  quarters  (which  we  are  taking 
every  means  to  remedy)  does  not  operate  upon  their  minds,  I think 
I can  venture  to  answer  that  none  of  the  other  supposed  grievances 
wliich  have  been  stated  to  your  Grace,  will  have  the  smallest  effect. 

I confidently  expect  good  reports  from  the  regiments  in  the 
south,  whose  quarters  in  general  are  excellent.  The  letter  which 
I enclose  from  my  friend  Lord  Dorchester,  who  is  placed  in  the 
worst  station  of  the  whole,  is  very  encouraging. 

We  have  now  nearly,  I trust,  escaped  a danger  which  might 
have  produced  the  most  serious  convulsions  in  this  country,  and  I 
am  still  of  opinion  that  we  encountered  it  unnecessarily. 

I should  do  great  injustice  to  Sir  John  Blaquiere  if  I did  not 
inform  your  Grace  that  we  are  much  indebted  to  his  firm  and  able 
conduct  at  the  moment,  and  perhaps  a little  to  his  former,  hospi- 
tality, for  our  success  with  the  Leicestershire  and  South  Lincoln 
regiments,  which  contributed  very  essentially  to  give  a favourable 
turn  to  the  whole  business,  and  I earnestly  request  that  your  Grace 
will  have  the  goodness  to  mention  Sir  John  Blaquiere’s  services  on 
this  important  occasion  to  His  Majesty. 

Lord  Carleton  was  with  me  on  Sunday,  and  gave  his  senti- 
ments very  decidedly  against  the  measure  of  Union,  and  Lord 
Pery,  since  my  interview  with  him,  has  spoken  in  the  same  strain 
to  Lord  Castlereagh.  There  will  probably  be  a good  deal  of 
violence  at  the  meeting  of  the  Lawj^ers’  corps  to-morrow ; but  the 
Attorney-General,  who  is  rather  of  a sanguine  turn,  thinks  he 
shall  make  a good  battle. 
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Lord  Castlereagh  will  set  out  for  London  on  Friday,  and  we 
may  perhaps  by  that  time  be  able  to  form  some  judgement  of  the 
degree  of  opposition  that  may  be  expected  in  the  capital,  where 
the  measure  of  Union  will  have  the  most  formidable  enemies. 

I am,  &c.', 

Cornwallis. 

Lord  Castlereagh’s  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  November  . 
30,  shows  the  apprehensions  entertained  by  the  former,  that  some 
very  intemperate  course  would  be  pursued  by  the  corps  of  yeomanry, 
called  the  “Lawyers’  Infantry  Corps,”  commanded  by  Mv.  Saurin, 
and  composed  of  members  of  every  branch  of  that  profession.  Nor 
was  this  alarm  ill  founded,  for  on  that  very  day  Mr.  Saurin  issued 
the  following  order : — 

“Nov.  30,  1798. 

“ Lawyers’  Infantry. — Tbe  Corps  is  ordered  to  parade  Sunday  next  at  12 
at  noon,  at  the  new  Court,  in  the  new  Regimentals.  A punctual  attendance  is 
requested,  as  business  of  the  utmost  importance  is  to  be  transacted. 

“ (Signed)  Stewart  King,  Adjutant.” 

So  many  members  of  the  corps  expressed  their  disapprobation 
of  the  unconstitutional  coiu’se  of  meeting  as  a military  body  for  the 
discussion  of  political  matters,  that  Mr.  Saurin  felt  himself  compelled 
to  revoke  his  previous  order : — 

“ Saturday,  Dec.  1 . 

“ The  Parade  is  hereby  postponed.  The  Barristers  ^ are  to  attend  at  Chancery 
Chambers  at  3 p.m.  on  business  of  the  utmost  importance.” 

(Signed  as  before.) 

The  result  of  this  meeting  is  mentioned  in  the  following  letter 

Marquis  Coristwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Phoenix  Park,  Dec.  5,  1798. 

Since  I last  had  the  honour  of  addressing  your  Grace  on 
the  subject  of  the  Union,  I have  had  an  opportunity  of  extending 
my  communications  with  individuals,  and  the  general  result 
enables  me  to  confirm  the  opinion  I had  previously  stated  to  your 
Grace,  that  the  prevailing  disposition  among  those  with  whom  I 
have  had  conversation,  is  to  entertain  the  question  dispassionately, 
and  to  rest  their  decision  upon  the  merits  of  the  arrangements  when 
detailed,  rather  than  to  reject  the  principle  of  the  measure. 

The  opponents  of  the  measure  are  desirous  to  prevent  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  and  leave  no  means  untried  to  commit  the 
public  in  the  first  instance  against  the  measure  as  subversive  of  the 
constitution,  and  as  such  not  to  be  entertained.  Pains  have  been 

‘ Attorneys  were  included  in  the  first  natice. 
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taken  to  represent  an  acquiescence  in  its  principle  as  a violation  of 
the  oath  of  a yeoman,  in  which  he  swears  to  support  and  maintain 
the  “ constitution  of  this  kingdom  as  by  law  established.” 

The  Bar  have  been  most  forward  in  their  opposition,  and  have 
been  this  day  assembled  as  a corps,  it  is  understood,  with  an 
intention  of  taking  up  the  question.  Should  that  learned  body  be 
so  intemperate  as  to  set  an  example  to  the  yeomanry  at  large, 
unconstitutional  in  the  extreme,  and  dangerous  to  the  public 
safety,  I shall  feel  myself  called  on,  in  the  outset,  to  meet  this 
attempt  to  overawe  the  King’s  Government  and  the  Legislature, 
with  decision.  . . . 

I trust  that  the  Speaker  and  Sir  John  Parnell  will  not  have 
left  London  before  Lord  Castlereagh’s  arrival,  as  I consider  it 
highly  important  that  he  should  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing 
them  state  their  opinions  before  the  King’s  Ministers  on  the 
question.  Some  of  the  King’s  Irish  servants  appear  to  be  amongst 
the  most  impracticable  in  their  opinions,  and  I feel  confident  that 
your  Grace  will  leave  no  means  untried  to  impress  these  gentlemen 
more  favourably  before  their  return  to  this  kingdom. 

I have  the  honour,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

P.S. — I am  happy  to  inform  your  Grace  that  the  good  sense  of 
the  Bar  has  prevailed,  it  being  the  decided  opinion  of  tlie  majority 
that  any  deliberation  on  the  question,  or  political  measures,  was 
highly  criminal.  A general  Bar  meeting  is  summoned,  I under- 
stand, for  Sunday  next. 

Suggestions  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant  as  to  the  Representation 

OF  Ireland. 

[No  date.  Probably  Dec.  7.] 

The  Duke  of  Portland,  in  his  despatch  of  the  25th  (Nov. 
1798),  calls  on  the  Lord-Lieutenant  for  his  suggestions  upon  the 
future  constitution  of  the  representation  for  this  kingdom,  return- 
able to  the  Parliament  of  the  Union,  making  it  a preliminary  con- 
dition that  the  number  of  Commoners  shall  not  exceed  100,  and 
that  the  present  franchises  in  the  several  counties,  cities,  and 
boroughs,  shall  not  be  impeached  or  extinguished. 

The  Lord- Lieutenant,  impressed  with  the  wisdom  of  avoiding 
any  infringement  of  chartered  right,  considers  it  not  incompatible 
with  this  principle,  and  for  various  reasons  highly  expedient  in  the 
management  proposed  to  follow  the  Scotch  precedents,  and  to  give 
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a preference  to  the  county  representation,  as  also  to  that  of  the 
great  commercial  towns  over  that  of  the  close  boroughs. 

As  no  place  can  aspire  to  return  more  than  one  member,  he 
considers  that  much  real  embarrassment  would  arise  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  trading  tov  ns,  and  well-founded  objections 
be  stated  on  the  part  of  the  counties,  were  they  exposed  to  be  left 
without  a representative  in  the  Legislature,  specially  charged  witli 
an  attention  to  their  local  concerns. 

The  Lord-Lieutenant  therefore  proposes  that  every  place  now 
returning  two  members,  should  hereafter  return  but  one. 

That  each  county  should  return  one  member  absolutely  to  the 
United  Parliament. 

That  DubKn,  Drogheda,  Newry,  Londonderry,  Galway,  Lime- 
rick, Cork,  Waterford,  and  should  return  one  member 

absolutely. 

That  the  University  should  return  one  member  absolutely, 
making  in  all  42  members.  That  from  the  remaining  108  places 
now  retm'uing  members,  54  should  be  chosen,  making  the  gross 
number  of  representatives  96 ; and  in  order  to  avoid  the  cabal  of 
delegating  from  amongst  themselves,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Scotch 
Peers,  or  of  the  uncertainty  of  selection  by  lot,  Avhich  would  be 
peculiarly  inconvenient  to  official  men,  or  of  incorporation,  Avhich 
would  be  altogether  impracticable  in  a representation  so  constituted 
as  ours,  that  the  boroughs  should  alternately  choose  a member  to  the 
United  Parliament,  classing  them  so  that  the  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom  might  be  proportionally  represented  in  each  Parliament. 

This  would  to  a certain  degree  affect  the  value  of  borough 
property,  and,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  might  proportionally  disincline 
their  patrons  to  a Union.  The  Lord-Lieutenant  is  of  opinion  that 
means  might  be  found,  without  resorting  to  the  embarrassing  prin- 
ciple of  avowed  compensation,  so  as  to  satisfy  the  private  interests 
of  at  least  a sufficient  number  of  the  individuals  affected,  to  secure 
the  measure  against  any  risk  arising  from  this  consideration.  At 
all  events,  he  considers  the  reasons  above  stated  for  giving  a pre- 
ference to  the  representation  of  counties  and  cities  to  be  so  weighty, 
as  to  counterbalance  any  additional  difficulty  in  reconciling  the 
individuals  to  the  arrangement. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hon.  W.  Pitt. 

Dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  7,  1798. 

This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Lord  Castlereagh, 
who  has  possessed  my  entire  confidence,  and  who  is  perfectly  well 
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acquainted  with  my  thoughts  on  every  subject  that  concerns  our 
present  situation. 

That  every  man  in  this  most  corrupt  country  should  consider 
the  important  question  before  us  in  no  other  jx)int  of  view  than  as 
it  may  be  likely  to  promote  his  own  private  objects  of  ambition  or 
avarice,  will  not  surprise  you : but  you  will,  I think,  be  pleased  at 
the  sensible  line  which  the  principal  Catholics  have  adopted,  and 
which  makes  me  the  less  regret  the  narrow  principles  by  which  our 
present  plan  of  Union  is  circumscribed.  j 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  EoSS,  Phoenix  Park,  Dec.  8,  1798. 

The  inclosed  letter  from  Thomas  Grenville  will  show  you 
that  I have  done  all  in  my  power  to  maintain  his  friendship,  and  I 
hope  that  I have  succeeded.  The  particular  obligations  which  I 
felt  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  who  had  concealed  nothing  from  me,  had 
pointed  out  all  the  characters  with  which  I had  to  deal,  and  shown 
me  where  my  predecessor  had  failed,  and  had  been  obliged  to 
sacrifice  his  own  judgement  in  order  to  follow  worse  counsels,  by 
suffering  some  dangerous  persons  to  gain  an  ascendancy  over  him ; 
and  in  short,  his  Lordship’s  excellent  character,  and  truly  faithful 
conduct  towards  me  in  every  respect,  rendered  me  very  unwilling 
to  part  with  him,  especially  when  it  was  doubtful  who  would  be  the 
Iverson  to  succeed  him. 

The  Marquis  of  B.  has  behaved  very  ill  to  me,  but  much  worse 
to  his  country.  . 

I rather  think  that  we  shall  carry  the  point  of.  the  Union  in 
this  country  without  very  great  difficulty.  The  Catholics  are  for  it, 
and  the  principal  persons  amongst  them,  such  as  Lords  Fingal  ^ 
and  Kenmare,^  and  Dr.  Troy,  titular  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  &c., 
&c.,  say  that  they  do  not  wish  the  question  of  the  Catholics  being 
admitted  into  the  representation  to  be  agitated  at  this  time,  as  it 
would  render  the  whole  measure  more  difficult ; that  they  do  not 
think  the  Irish  Parliament  capable  of  entering  into  a cool  and  dis- 
passionate consideration  of  their  case,  and  that  they  trust  that  the 

‘ Arthur  James,  8th  Earl  of  Fingall,  count  Dillon;  2nd,  Aug.  24,  1785,  Mary, 
K.P.,  b.  Sept.  9,  1759,  d.  July  30,  1836  ; dao.  of  Michael  Aylmer,  Esq.,  of  Lyons.  He 
m.  Dec.  18,  1785,  Frances,  only  dau.  of  John  claimed  to  be  5th  Viscount  Kenmai  e,  which 
Donelan,  Esq.,  of  Castle  Donelan.  Created  title  had  been  conferred  on  his  ancestor  by 
Baron  Fingall  in  England  June  20,  1831.  James  II.  after  his  abdication,  and  therefore 
^ Sir  Valentine  Browne,  6th  Baronet,  b.  never  allowed.  But  he  was  created  Viscount 
Jan.  1754,  d.  Oct.  3,  1812;  in.  1st,  July  Kenmare  Feb.  12,  1798,  and  made  Earl  of 
7,  1777,  Charlotte,  dau.  of  Henry,  11th  Vis-  Kenmare  December  29,  i800. 
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United  I^arliament  will,  at  a |)ro])er  time,  allow  tliem  every  privi- 
lege that  may  be  consistent  with  the  Protestant  establishment. 
You  will  easily  conceive  that  this  sensible  and  moderate  conduct 
on  their  part  has  greatly  relieved  my  mind. 

Nightingall  tells  me  that  you  agi’ee  in  thinking  that  Colonel 
Littlehales  will  be  a very  proper  person  lor  Taylors  situation,  and 
I thiidv,  all  things  considered,  he  will  be  likely  to  answer  my  pur- 
pose. I am  much  pleased  at  Nightingall’s  going  with  iMaitland, 
and  I think  he  really  will  turn  out  well,  and  make  a figure  in  his 
profession.  Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Thomas  Grenville,  Esq.,  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

]\Iy  dear  Lord,  Charles  Street,  Nov.  27,  1798. 

I delay  not  a moment  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the 
21st  instant,  and  have  no  difficulty  to  express  myself  without  any 
reserve  to  you  upon  the  subject  of  it,  though  I am  almost  deterred 
from  doing  so  by  the  reflection  on  the  very  important  business 
which  must  so  entirely  occupy  your  time  and  attention. 

The  day  after  that  on  which  you  had  begun  your  journey  to 
Ireland,  General  Boss  called  upon  me  with  an  intimation  which  I 
understood  to  be  made  to  me  at  your  particular  request  and  desire, 
that,  in  case  of  iMr.  Pelliam’s  not  returning  to  Ireland,  I would 
accept  the  situation  of  Secretary  there.  My  answer  was  to  express 
how  much  I felt  flattered  by  such  a mark  of  your  good  opinion, 
how  reluctant  1 had  always  been  at  former  times  to  that  employ- 
ment, but  how  much  I was  impressed  with  that  sense  of  public 
duty  which  in  times  like  the  present,  so  powerfully  pressed  upon 
every  individual : and  I further  added,  that  when  Mr.  Pelham’s 
intentions  should  be  more  known,  would  naturally  be  the  proper 
time  for  an  answer  from  me.  The  same  wish  was  expressed  to  me 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Pitt,  by  Lord  Grenville,  at  the  same  time,  and 
my  answer  to  him  was  to  the  same  effect.  It  is  perfectly  true  that 
at  three  different  periods  of  my  life  I had  refused  to  accept  that 
office,^  and  had  refused  it  to  the  solicitations  of  those  who  both  in 
blood  and  friendship  had  the  strongest  claims  upon  me ; but  the 
gloomy  prospect  of  affairs,  the  painful  and  arduous  task  which  you 
describe  as  attaching  at  the  present  moment  to  that  situation  in 

‘ The  office  of  Chief  Secretary  in  Ireland  1782;  again  in  1787,  when  he  returned  as 
was  offered  to  Mr.  Grenville  by  his  brother,  Lord  Buckingham  ; and  by  Lord  Fitzwilliam 
Lord  Temple,  when  he  went  to  Ireland  in  in  1795. 
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Ireland,  are  exactly  the  circumstances  which  did  in  my  mind  leave 
no  option  to  those  whose  services  could  in  any  degree  have  now 
been  thought  useful ; and  I am  not  the  less  confident  in  urging 
this  opinion  to  you,  as  having  governed  my  conduct,  when  I with 
pleasure  recollect  how  much  it  has  distinguished  yours.  Nothing 
further  remains  for  me  to  trouble  you  with  upon  the  present  sub- 
ject, than  to  express  to  you  my  best  thanks  for  the  very  flattering 
opinion  which  you  are  so  good  as  to  entertain  of  me,  and  which  I 
should  have  much  indeed  regretted  to  have  in  any  degree  for- 
feited on  my  part.  With  the  best  and  sincerest  wishes  that  your 
Government  in  Ireland  may  succeed  for  the  public  safety,  and  for 
your  own  good  fame,  allow  me  to  subscribe  myself,  with  great 
esteem  and  regard,  ' jiy  ^ear  Lord, 

Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Grenville. 

Lord  Longuevdlle  to  Charles  Berkeley  Kippax,*  Esq. 

My  dear  Sir,  Dec.  s,  1798. 

Many  thanks  to  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  as  to 
the  house.  A house  would  be  preferred  to  lodgings ; but  the 
prices  are  high,  and  Mrs.  White^  likes  a cheap  house,  and  not  to 
be  bound  but  by  the  month  or  week. 

I got  Hartnell  out : he  and  his  friend  the  priest  waited  on  me 
this  day,  and  desired  I would  remit  the  enclosed  bank-notes  for 
your  trouble. 

They  deem  it  too  little ; but  as  the  man  was  a year  in  jail,  and 
it  cost  him  two  guineas  a-week,  he  is  not  at  present  in  great 
plumage. 

Ever  yours, 

L. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  10,  1798. 

I received  the  honour  of  your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  27th 
of  November  desiring  I would  communicate  to  your  Grace  as 

* Charles  Berkeley  Kippax,  Clerk  in  the  have  been  to  buy  sniifF  for  Lady  Longueville, 
Civil  Department,  Chief  Secretaiy’s  Office,  and  lottery-tickets  tor  the  whole  family, 
received  at  the  Union  an  allowance  of  ^ Frances  Jane,  dau.  of  Richard  Hedges 
12H.  14s.  3c?.  per  annum  for  life,  as  compen-  Eyre,  Esq.,  d.  181G  ; m.  1760,  Simon  White, 
sation  for  fees  extinguished  ; d.  Jan.  6,  1802.  Esq.  Their  son  Richard  was  created  Lord 
Lord  Longueville  often  wrote  to  him  on  Bantry  March  31,  1797. 
various  subjects  ; his  usual  business  seems  to 
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well  the  opinion  of  those  whom  I should  consult,  as  to  the  line  of 
conduct  I should  pursue  respecting  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
moved  for  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  to  bring  up  Moore,  the 
Eebel  President  of  the  Connaught  Directory,  now  confined  at 
Castlebar,  should  the  special  return  be  overruled  by  the  Court. 

In  answer  to  your  Grace,  I am  to  acquaint  you  that  at  the  time 
the  writ  in  Moore’s  case  was  originally  moved,  the  state  of  the 
County  Mayo  was  much  disturbed,  and  many  rebels  were  then 
out  in  arms,  and  his  transmission  to  Dublin  was  liable  to  rescue ; 
in  consequence  whereof  His  Majesty’s  law  servants  advised  that 
until  Moore  could  be  conveniently  brought  up,  a special  return 
should  be  made  stating  “ that  he  had  been  taken  a prisoner  by 
His  Majesty’s  forces  at  Castlebar,  where  he  was  found  with  a 
commission  in  his  possession  from  the  commander  of  the  French 
invading  army,  under  which  commission  he  had  acted  and  exer- 
cised authority  under  the  enemy,  being  at  war  with  our  Sovereign 
Lord  the  King : that  he  had  continued  so  to  act  until  he  was  made 
a prisoner,  and  that  he  still  continued  a prisoner  to  His  Majesty’s 
forces,  and  that  in  the  then  state  of  the  county  he  could  not  be 
with  safety  conveyed  to  Dublin  without  a large  military  force.” 

Such  was  the  return  suggested  at  the  close  of  the  term ; but 
the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  has  not,  and  probably  will  not  be 
served,  as  the  County  of  Mayo  has  been  since  reduced  to  a state  of 
peace,  and  it  is  intended  to  bring  Moore  to  trial  before  the  civil 
power  at  the  ensuing  Assizes,  and  until  that  period  he  will  be 
confined  by  a legal  warrant. 

Your  Grace  will  therefore  observe  that  under  the  circumstances 
I have  stated,  no  question  will  arise  in  the  case  of  Moore. 

As  to  the  delay  of  his  trial,  it  arose  from  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances that  Lieut.-Colonel  Crawford’s  presence  was  necessary  to 
convict  him,  and  at  the  time  his  trial  was  first  ordered,  the  alarm 
of  an  attack  on  the  south  took  place,  whither  I thought  it  right  to 
despatch  Lieut.-Colonel  Crawford  to  act  under  Lieut.-General  Lake, 
and  the  Lieut.-Colonel  was  there  detained  for  a considerable  time. 

His  Majesty’s  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  have  stated  to  me 
that  they  have  thought  it  their  duty,  under  all  the  difficulties  of 
clashing  jurisdictions,  not  to  involve  the  executive  power  and  the 
courts  of  law  in  any  embarrassment  on  questions  that  might  affect 
the  principles  of  the  Common  Law  ; and  this  was  the  motive  that 
induced  their  advising  an  obedience  to  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
issued  in  Jones’s  case.  From  the  same  motive  they  recommend  an 
obedience  to  any  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  that  may  be  served  on  the 
person  having  the  custody  of  Moore. 
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They  also  suggest  the  necessity  of  an  Indemnity  Bill  as  soon  as 
Parliament  meets,  and  also  the  expediency  of  legalizing  sentences 
of  banishment  hitherto  pronounced  by  courts-martial  and  approved 
by  me,  as  was  done  in  the  last  Session. 

As  to  proceedings  by  martial  law  which  have  been  hitherto 
found  necessary,  or  may  unfortunately  be  found  so  in  future  emer- 
gencies, the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  do  not  offer  any 
0})inion  on  the  course  to  be  taken  in  case  General  Officers  should 
be  served  with  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  to  hand  over  to  the  civil 
power  rebels  taken  in  arms,  or  traitors  made  captives  among  the 
forces  of  an  invading  enemy,  but  they  wish  that  on  reference  to 
the  law  officers  and  servants  of  the  Crown  in  both  countries,  some 
line  of  conduct  should  be  agreed  upon  to  meet  the  cases  which  may 
arise. 

Such  being  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General, 
I beg  leave  to  state  to  your  Grace  that  the  country  at  present  is 
in  such  a situation  as  will  admit  of  civil  trials  to  proceed  as  in 
ordinary  times,  except  perhaps  in  the  counties  of  Wicklow  and 
Wexford ; but  that  the  peace  of  the  country  in  general  can  by 
no  means  be  left  to  the  mere  protection  of  the  civil  power,  that 
military  stations,  guards,  and  patrols  are  in  numerous  districts 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  from  outrage,  that 
many  gangs  of  banditti  infest  different  parts,  and  that  the  sum- 
mary punishment  of  such  banditti  by  martial  law  is  clamorously 
called  for. 

If,  therefore,  the  country  continues  in  this  state,  which  neither 
fully  admits  the  continuance  of  martial  law,  and  at  the  same  time 
requires  in  certain  districts  summary  trials  and  military  protection, 
I am  to  suggest  whether  some  legislative  measure  ought  not  to  be 
proposed  to  obviate  our  difficulties.  At  the  same  time  I must 
apprise  your  Grace  that  if  the  measure  of  an  Union  with  Great 
Britain  is  to  be  brought  forward,  the  utmost  jealousy  may  be 
expected  in  Parliament  with  regard  to  any  measure  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  increase  the  power  of  the  Executive  Government. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  difficulties  alluded  to  in  the  two  preceding  letters  arose 
from  the  necessary  interruption  of  the  ordinary  course  of  justice, 
during  those  months  when  the  rebellion  was  at  its  height.  It  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  make  an  impression  upon  the  populace  of 
Ireland  by  severe  and  immediate  punishment,  and  no  ordinary 
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Court  of  Law  could  have  proceeded  with  the  requisite  dispatch : 
nor  would  any  number  of  Courts  which  could  have  sat  at  one  time, 
have  been  sufficient  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  tlie  case.  There  was 
besides  much  reason  to  fear,  that  some  individuals  at  least  out  of 
every  jury  would  have  been  tampered  with,  or  have  been  influenced 
by  private  feelings  to ‘give  verdicts  without  any  regard  to  real 
justice. 

These  circumstances  rendered  courts-martial  the  only  effectual 
tribunals;  and  they  were  held  in  every  district  for  the  trial  of 
rebels,  apprehended  in  almost  each  case  by  the  military,  and 
against  whom  the  witnesses  were  generally  soldiers. 

The  sentences  pronounced  were  always  submitted  for  approval 
to  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  although  he  mitigated  their  severity  when- 
ever he  could  do  so  with  propriety,  the  punishment  of  deatli  was 
inflicted  in  very  many  cases.  Between  the  landing  of  the  French 
and  February  1799,  380  persons  had  been  tried  by  courts -martial 
— 181  capitally  convicted,  and  90  executed.  Yet  the  number  of 
executions  fell  far  short  of  what  the  “ loyal  party  ” expected  and 
desired.  Many  persons  in  England  as  well  as  in  Ireland,  who 
were  considered  mild  and  temperate  in  their  views,  severely 
censured  what  they  termed  a “ ruinous  system  of  lenity nor  was 
the  British  Government  quite  free  from  a participation  in  such 
feelings. 

Various  despatches  and  private  letters  contain  hints  as  to  the 
danger  of  sparing  so  many  who  had  been  guilty  of  atrocious 
crimes;  and  the  pardon  already  mentioned,  as  granted  to  the  78 
state-prisoners  even  upon  the  stringent  conditions  enforced,  was 
pronounced  to  be  at  best  an  act  of  dubious  policy.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis was  not  however  deterred  from  following  a course  which 
he  considered  to  be  at  once  the  most  expedient  and  humane. 
When  the  surrender  of  the  French,  and  the  vigorous  measures 
of  Government,  had  put  an  end  to  open  rebellion  except  in  a few 
of  the  mountainous  districts,  a great  and  important  question  arose, 
as  to  the  disposal  of  the  large  number  of  prisoners  remaining  in 
confinement. 

The  Judges  being  now  able  to  resume  the  regular  circuits, 
required  all  prisoners  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  civil  power.  The 
military  authorities,  in  whose  hands  the  captured  rebels  almost 
invariably  were,  resisted  these  demands,  and,  in  order  to  evade  them, 
the  prisoner  was  often  transferred  from  the  charge  of  one  military 
officer  to  that  of  another,  or  removed  into  a district  still  professedly 
under  martial  law.  The  friends  of  the  prisoners,  who  thought, 
and  justly  thought,  that  they  stood  a better  chance  of  acquittal 
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by  jurors  open  to  influences  which  could  not  be  exercised  on 
members  of  a court-martial,  sued  out  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
compliance  with  which  was  insisted  upon,  sometimes  in  very 
peremptory  terms,  by  the  Judge.  The  military  authorities,  at  a 
loss  how  to  act,  wrote  to  the  Castle  for  instructions ; and  at  the 
same  time  the  Judges  wrote  to  complain,  that  the  illegal  detention 
of  prisoners  by  the  military  rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to  fulfil 
their  duty  of  delivering  the  gaol. 

There  is  extant  a strong  but  temperate  letter,  dated  October 
25th,  from  Judge  Downes;^  who  for  the  information  of  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant,  details  facts  which  had  occurred  at  the  Assizes,  opened 
at  Waterford  ten  days  previously.  He  stated,  that  six  prisoners, 
who  had  been  for  several  months  in  Waterford  gaol,  were  (one 
about  an  hour  before  the  Judge  reached  Waterford,  the  others  after 
the  Assizes  had  commenced,)  removed  by  order  of  the  General 
commanding  the  district,  under  a military  guard  to  the  Market 
House,  in  order  to  prevent  their  cases  being  inquired  into  by  the 
Court.  The  prisoners  by  their  counsel  petitioned  to  be  brought 
up  for  trial ; and  the  gaoler,  furnished  by  the  Judge  with  proper 
authority,  demanded  each  of  them,  but  the  military  officer  refused 
to  give  them  up  without  an  order  from  the  General.  In  the  case 
of  one  prisoner  only,  Richard  Sanders,  was  the  order  of  the  Court 
obeyed : he  was  brought  up  for  trial,  and  committed  to  the  custody 
of  the  Sheriff:  liis  counsel  moved  to  have  him  discharged  by  pro- 
clamation, but  as  it  clearly  appeared  that  he  had  been  committed 
under  the  Insurrection  Act,  he  was  left  in  custody. 

Judge  Downes,  finding  it  impossible  to  proceed  further  with  the 
other  prisoners,  adjourned  the  Assizes  to  December  3rd,  and  wrote 
to  inform  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  circumstances  which  had 
prevented  his  delivering  the  gaol  according  to  law.  He  then 
writes : ‘‘  I lament  much  that  this  unfortunate  clashing  of  the  civil 
and  military  authorities  has  occurred,  but  consider  it  impossible 
for  me  legally  to  pass  unnoticed  the  petitions  and  affidavits  shortly 
alluded  to ; or  not  to  endeavour  to  have  the  causes  of  imprisonment 
and  detention  of  so  many  of  the  King’s  subjects  legally  enquired 
into.” 

The  Judge,  after  referring  to  the  mischief  likely  to  arise  from 
such  opposition  between  the  civil  and  military  powers,  concluded 
his  long  letter  in  these  terms : — “ The  law  cannot  appear  to  the 

* Mr.  Justice  Downes,  b.  March,  1756,  a pension  of  3000?.  a-year,  and  was  created 
d.  March  2,  1826,  unm.  He  was  raised  to  Baron  Downes  Dec.  10  in  that  year,  with 
the  Bench  Feb.  14,  1792,  and,  on  the  death  remainder  to  his  nephew.  General  Sir  Ulysses 
of  Lord  Kilwarden,  made  Chief  Justice  of  Burgh,  now  2nd  Lord  Downes, 
the  King’s  Bench.  He  resigned  in  1822,  on 
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public  to  be  weak,  without  losing  that  respect  which  it  ought  to 
have  with  the  people ; especially  if  they  shall  feel  only  its  terrors, 
and  shall  believe  that  it  is  not  strong  enough  to  extend  benefits  to 
them.  I entreat  your  Lordship,^  that  I may  not  be  considered  as 
bringing  any  accusation  against  the  Government  or  any  military 
officer,  but  accounting  to  his  Excellency  for  not  having  executed 
the  commissions  I carried,  to  the  extent  which  the  duties  they 
imposed,  and  the  powers  they  gave,  seemed  to  me  to  require ; and 
in  the  humble  hope  that  his  Excellency’s  wisdom  may  prevent 
hereafter  acts  likely  to  ensue  if  the  civil  and  military  authorities 
shall  be  permitted  to  clash,  and  direct  such  proceedings  with 
respect  to  the  prisoners  I have  named,  as  may  be  conformable  to 
law  and  justice.”  The  answer  to  this  communication  has  not  been 
found. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  MAJOR-GtexERAL  Ross. 

Dear  EoSS,  Phoenix  Park,  Dec.  12,  1798. 

I have  received  your  letter  dated  the  7th,  and  am  very  glad 
that  the  decision  of  the  Board  has  been  so  favourable  to  poor 
Mrs.  Caddy.2 

It  is  rather  distressing  to  me  to  be  obliged  to  decide  on  Apsley’s 
business,  for  the  whole  situation  is  so  new  and  so  irregular,  and, 
unless  sanctioned  by  the  extraordinary  circumstances,  so  improper, 
that  it  cannot  be  justified.  Who  could  say  that  the  same  man 
should  be  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  Master-General  of  the 
Ordnance  in  England  ? The  only  plea  that  can  be  stated,  is  that 
this  person  was  pressed  to  take  the  Lord-Lieutenancy  much  against 
his  will,  and  that  he  would  rather  have  compromised  to  have  given 
up  the  one,  if  he  could  have  been  permitted  to  have  declined  the 
other — and  after  all,  it  can  only  be  considered  as  a temporary 
measure,  and  in  great  part  as  a military  command.  The  question 
then  is,  whether  Apsley  during  that  time  should  be  deprived  of  the 
Staff  pay ; and  I confess  that,  when  I consider  that  although  his 
duties  are  certainly  not  laborious,  he  is  obliged  constantly  to  reside 
in  or  about  town,  and  that  he  must  have  arranged  a plan  of  life 
more  expensive  than  he  would  have  thought  of  doing  for  an  office 
of  300?.  a-year,  and  that  he  is  obliged  to  continue  that  plan,  in 
order  to  correspond  constantly  with  me,  as  well  as  to  be  prepared 
to  resume  his  former  duties  on  the  shortest  notice,  I think  he  would 
feel  it  hard  if  I was  to  determine  that  during  the  interval  he 

’ Lord  Castlereagh.  Board  gave  her  the  pension  of  a Lieut.- 

'■*  Lieut.-Colonel  Caddy  having  only  brevet  Colonel’s  widow,  and  an  additional  allowance 
rank,  Mrs.  Caddy  had  no  claim  for  more  than  for  each  of  her  children, 
the  pension  of  a Captain’s  widow,  but  the 
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sliould  be  deprived  of  his  Staff  pay.  Do  not  think  that  because 
I am  placed  in  the  land  of  jobs,  that  I am  become  a jobber,  but, 
although  it  may  be  a weakness,  I must  own  that  I am  unwilling  to 
pass  a sentence,  that  would  be  felt  as  an  act  of  unkindness  by  a 
man  who  has  been  so  long  attached  to  me  as  Apsley,  and  who  has 
on  all  occasions  manifested  the  most  disinterested  sentiments.  I 
have  never  heard  a word  from  him  on  this  subject. 

Parish  holds  here  a civil  office  only — viz..  Gentleman  of  the 
Chamber — and  as  there  are  now  under  my  command  in  this 
country,  three  brigades  and  a troop  of  British  artillery,  there  can 
be  no  question  about  him,  and  I am  sure  that  he  has  saved  more 
than  fifty  times  his  pay  to  the  public. 

The  opposition  to  the  Union  increases  daily  in  and  about 
Dublin,  and  I am  afraid  from  conversations  which  I have  held  with 
persons  much  connected  with  them,  that  I was  too  sanguine  when  I 
hoped  for  the  good  inclinations  of  the  Catholics.  Their  disposition 
is  so  completely  alienated  from  the  British  Government,  that  I 
believe  they  would  even  be  tempted  to  join  with  their  bitterest 
enemies,  the  Protestants  of  Ireland,  if  they  thought  that  measure 
would  lead  to  a total  separation  of  the  two  countries.  My  thoughts 
may  be  more  gloomy  as  a black  north-east  wind  is  blowing  with 
great  violence,  and  darkening  the  hemisphere ; but  I think  from 
the  folly,  obstinacy,  and  gross  corruption  which  pervade  every 
corner  of  this  island,  that  it  is  impossible  that  it  can  be  saved  from 
destruction.  I tremble  likewise  for  the  spirit  of  enterprise  which 
prevails  on  your  side  of  the  water,  without  troops,  and  in  defiance 
of  the  seasons.  Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Secret.] 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  Dec.  12,  1798,  9 p.m. 

. . . I cannot  close  this  letter  without  assuring  you,  on 
the  part  of  His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants,  of  their  fullest 
approbation  of  the  conduct  you  had  determined  to  hold  towards 
the  Lawyers’  Corps,  had  not  their  good  sense  very  fortunately  ren- 
dered it  unnecessary ; a circumstance  upon  which  I very  sincerely 
congratulate  you,  and  concur  with  you  in  hoping  may  be  productive 
of  all  the  good  effects  you  are  disposed  to  expect  from  it. 

I have  the  honour,  &c., 

Portland. 
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Lord  Lon'gueville  to  Charles  Berkeley  Kippax,  Esq. 

My  dear  Sir,  Dec.  i4, 1798. 

I never  felt  myself  injured  so  sensibly  as  by  the  late  trans- 
action. I have  a positive  grant  of  the  office  Mr.  Strettle  enjoyed 
whenever  he  died,  under  Lord  Hobart’s  hand ; Lord  Shannon  knew 
it,  and  yet  he  has  been  the  person  who  has  made  Government 
act  so  meanly  and  unjustly,  so  Lord  Castlereagh  states,  to  me. 
Now  I liave  written  to  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  W.  to  London,  and  two 
letters  to  Lord  Castlereagh  there,  according  to  your  advice ; I shall 
wait  the  consequence  with  impatience. 

I have  stated  that  thief  Pelham’s  misconduct  to  me  in  full 
terms  to  them  all,  and  dwelt  much  on  his  giving  Purefoy’s  ^ employ- 
ment away  without  the  promised  equivalent  elsewhere  for  the 
infringement  of  the  engagement  at  Cork.  Mr.  Cooke  is  the  man 
who  opposes  me,  and,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  serves  Lord  Shan- 
non. I am  afraid  my  letters  to  Lord  Castlereagh  may  be  stopped 
in  Dubhn,  though  they  are  directed  to  London.  The  Chancellor 
is  the  person  who  has  made  Cooke  so  violent  and  active  for  Lord 
Shannon.  Lord  Castlereagh  in  his  letter  to  me  knows  nothing  of 
the  business,  and  he  confounds  it  with  Harrison’s,  ^ which  he  says  is 
ordered.  No  Harrison  appears,  or  any  man  for  him.  I wish  you 
would  appear  for  liim  and  get  it  finished. 

Now  Strettle’s  office  was  given  to  me  when  he  went  to  Lisbon 
given  over.  On  his  return  Mr.  Shaw  gave  him  1950/.  for  to 
appoint  him  deputy.  He  took  chance,  through  Lees,  to  get  the 
name  of  a brother  inserted  in  the  room  of  Strettle’s.  He  failed 
unless  I agreed  to  refund  him.  He  then  agreed  with  Mr.  Harding,^ 
a friend  of  Lord  Shannon,  and  he  allows  Mr.  Harding  200/.  a year 
for  his  name  and  doing  duty.  On  Harding’s  first  application  Lord 
Shannon  wrote  to  him  that  the  thing  was  impossible,  as  it  was 
engaged  to  me,  and  desired  him  to  think  no  more  of  it.  On  Lord 
Camden’s  departure.  Lord  Shannon  wrote  to  Harding  that  he  had 
contrived  to  get  it  for  him,  and  get  him  appointed  in  the  room  of 
Strettle,  who  had  nothing  to  say  to  the  office,  having  sold  all  his 
right  for  1950/.  to  Shaw.  My  letter  from  Lord  Hobart  states  that 
whenever  Strettle  died  I should  have  the  employment  for  my 
friend.  Of  course  I had  no  claim  until  his  death,  nor  Government 
any  knowledge  of  the  pecuniary  dealing.  The  office  is  now  1000/. 
a-year ; it  has  increased  by  the  war,  as  the  merchants  have  not 


^ William  P,  Purefoy,  Surveyor  of  Stores,  pointed  June,  1799,  d.  Sept.  1,  1844. 
appointed  Nov.  1776,  d.  July,  1797.  ® Thomas  Hardine,  Storekeeper,  appointed 

^ James  Harrison,  Port  Surveyor,  ap-  July,  1798,  d.  Dec.  16,  1823. 
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money  to  pay  the  duties,  they  store  them,  and  their  own  cellars 
are  made  the  stores,  for  which  indulgence  they  pay  most  liberally. 
Lord  Shannon  has  not  acted  as  I expected ; I have  found  the  old 
adage  true,  ‘‘  a reconciled  friend  is  a double  enemy.”  However, 
Government  and  that  Mr.  Pelham  are  more  to  blame  than  he  is, 
for  I well  know  he.  Lord  Shannon,  will  take  all  he  can  from  the 
Government,  and  he  cares  not  what  scrape  he  brings  them  into. 

Send  me  two  new  almanacks  of  different  kinds,  and  anything 
new  for  Christmas. 

What  is  become  of  Harrison?  On  the  4th  of  July,  1797,  Lord 
Camden  gave  me  Davis’s^  office  for  him.  Davis  recovered,  and 
Lord  Camden  wrote  to  me  that  he  would  put  Harrison  into  the 
office  before  he  went  away.  Davis  agreed,  and  now  on  the  14th  of 
December,  1798,  it  remains  uncompleted,  and  no  account  of  Harri- 
son, though  I have  often  wrote  to  him. 

Most  truly  yours, 

Longueville. 


Maequis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


[Secret  and  confidential.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  15,  1798. 

Your  Grace  will  probably  have  seen  in  the  papers  an 
account  of  the  violence  which  disgraced  the’  meeting  of  the  bar- 
risters,^ and  of  the  miserable  figure  which  the  friends  of  Union 
made  on  a division  of  32  against  162. 

The  bankers  and  merchants  are  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next,  and 
I do  not  expect  a more  favourable  division  on  that  occasion.  In 
point  of  indecency  of  manners  and  language  they  cannot  surpass 
the  gentlemen  of  the  learned  profession. 

Our  reports  of  the  reception  of  the  measure  in  the  North  are  not 
favourable,  especially  about  Belfast,  and  the  principal  Catholics 
about  Dublin  begin  to  hold  a much  less  sanguine  language  about 


' Henry  Davis,  Port  Surveyor,  appointed 
Feb.,  d.  June,  1799. 

2 The  Union  was  violently  opposed  by 
almost  all  the  barristers,  except  such  as  then 
held  office  under  the  Crown,  or  were  in  ex- 
pectation of  preferment.  Of  the  32  that 
composed  the  minority  at  this  meeting,  all 
but  5 had  before  the  close  of  1803  obtained 
their  reward.  Amongst  them  were  numbered 
5 Judges  (Daly,  Johnson,  M‘Clelland,  Smith, 
and  Torrens),  16  County  Judges,  2 Officers  in 
Chancery,  3 Commissioners  of  Bankrupts,  and 


1 Commissioner  for  the  Board  of  Compensa- 
tion. Some  of  the  opponents  of  the  Union 
used  language  little  less  than  treasonable, 
but  they  so  altered  their  tone  that  in  a short 
time  they  obtained,  what  their  legal  talents 
fully  entitled' them  to,  the  highest  honours 
in  their  profession.  Of  these,  Mr.  Saurin 
has  already  been  mentioned ; Mr.  Plunk(5t 
was  appointed  Solicitor-General  in  1803,  and 
ultimately  Chancellor  ; Mr,  Bushe,  Solicitor- 
General  in  1805,  and  afterwards  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  King’s  Bench. 
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the  probable  conduct  of  their  brethren,  and  are  disposed  to  think 
that,  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom  at  least,  the  greater  number  of 
them  will  join  in  the  opposition  to  the  Union. 

From  the  above  statement  your  Grace  will  see  that  violent  con- 
vulsions may  be  expected  in  the  progress  of  this  business,  which 
cannot  be  carried  through  Parliament  without  allowing  on  both 
sides  of  the  water  much  time  for  deliberation  and  arrangement. 

The  necessity  of  keeping  a considerable  number  of  British  troops 
here  is  obvious,  and  I should  recommend  that  every  means  might 
be  taken  to  induce  some  regiments  of  English  militia  to  relieve 
those  which  are  now  serving  in  Ireland.  But  if  that  cannot  be 
accomplished,  I must  caution  your  Grace  against  sending  over  as 
British  troops,  the  corps  of  Scotch  and  English  Fencibles  which 
officers  are  now  raising  in  tliis  country. 

I have  understood  that  a memorial  will  be  immediately  pre- 
ferred by  the  officers  of  the  Sutherland  Kegiment  of  Fencibles, 
soliciting  to  be  sent  back  to  Scotland,  and  I shall  be  under  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  consenting  to  a measure,  by  which  a 
reduction  of  1000  men  takes  place  in  that  part  of  the  force  serving 
in  this  kingdom  upon  which  I could,  in  every  event,  depend. 

I have  the  honour,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Secret.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  21,  1798. 

Some  circumstances  of  importance  have  arisen  since  my  last 
communication  to  your  Grace,  which  render  it  necessary  for  me  to 
lose  no  time  in  reporting  to  your  Grace  generally  the  information 
I have  received. 

It  appears  that  in  the  counties  of  Antrim  and  Down  several 
robberies  and  assassinations  have  recently  happened.  Meetings 
have  been  privately  convened  by  the  disaffected,  and  every  mea- 
sure pursued  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  to  acts  of  outrage 
and  violence.  Timber  has  been  cut  down  in  many  parts,  and 
carried  away  for  the  purpose  of  making  pike-handles,  and  it  is 
further  stated  to  be  the  intention  of  many  evil  disposed  persons 
to  rise. 

To  add  to  this  unfavourable  prospect,  there  is  scarcely  a doubt 
but  that  nocturnal  meetings  of  seditious  people  are  regularly  held 
in  this  metropolis,  and  that  the  seeds  of  rebellion  are  again  spread- 
ing to  an  alarming  height  in  many  counties  of  this  kingdom. 

c 2 
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In  the  counties  of  Carlow,  Kildare,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford, 
there  is  every  appearance,  as  I am  informed,  of  an  intended  insur- 
rection. In  Tipperary,  it  is  stated,  that  nightly  committees  are 
held,  and  robberies  and  murders  are  lately  become  more  frequent. 

By  some  I am  apprised  that  a general  commotion  and  tumult 
is  to  take  place  in  Dublin  and  its  vicinity  on  St.  John’s  Day,  by 
others  on  Christmas  Eve.  x have  the  honour,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Most  Rev.  Dr.  Troy  to  Alexander  Marsden,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir,  North  King  street,  Dublin,  Dec.  24, 1798. 

Kev.  B.  Murphy  has  returned  the  pass  which  you  granted 
at  my  request  for  the  reasons  he  assigns  in  his  letter  to  me  of 
this,  date  which  I enclose.  You  will  observes  he  stiles  me  Lord} 
I do  not  assume  that  title,  or  do  I wish  to  be  addressed  under  it, 
but  I cannot  hinder  persons  from  miscalling  me.  I shall  expect 
your  instructions  respecting  the  enclosed,  and  have  the  honour  to 
remain,  with  compliments  to  Mr.  Cooke, 

Dear  Sir,  your  faithful  and  humble  servant, 

J.  T.  Troy. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Received  Dec.  24.] 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  Dec.  21,  1798. 

. . . The  King’s  servants  are  of  opinion  that  not  a 

moment  should  be  lost  in  authorising  and  desiring  your  Excellency 
to  state  without  delay  to  all  the  persons  with  whom  you  may  have 
communications  on  the  subject  of  the  Union,  that  His  Majesty’s 
Government  is  determined  to  press  that  measure,  as  essential  to 
the  well-being  of  both  countries,  and  particularly  to  the  security 
and  peace  of  Ireland,  as  dependent  on  its  connection  with  Great 
Britain ; that  this  object  will  now  be  urged  to  the  utmost,  and  will 
even  in  the  case,  if  it  should  happen,  of  any  present  failure,  be 
renewed  on  every  occasion  until  it  succeeds,  and  that  the  conduct 
of  individuals  upon  this  subject  will  be  considered  as  the  test  of 
their  disposition  to  support  the  King’s  Government.  . . . 

I have,  &c., 

Portland. 


* This  letter  is  printed  to  show  that  the  claimed  all  titles  of  honour,  and  signed  with- 
Roman  Catholic  prelates  of  those  days  dis-  out  adding  any  episcopal  mark. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


[Secret.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  24,  1798. 

The  city  and  county  of  Dublin  have  for  some  short  time 
past  been  in  a state  of  inquietude  and  disturbance  for  which  it  is 
not  easy  to  account.  Nightly  meetings  are  frequently  held,  insur- 
rections are  talked  of,  but  no  overt  act  of  rebellion  has  been  com- 
mitted, nor  have  robberies  and  murders  been  more  frequent  than 
at  any  other  period  since  my  arrival  in  this  country.  The  county 
of  Meath  is  likewise  disturbed,  and  the  reports  from  Major-General 
Nugent  ^ confirm  the  account  which  I transmitted  to  your  Grace, 
Dec.  21st,  of  the  state  of  Down  and  Antrim. 

The  county  of  Tipperary  is  much  more  agitated  than  it  has 
been,  and  in  Wicklow,  Wexford,  Kildare,  and  in  most  parts  of  the 
King’s  and  Queen’s  Counties,  Carlow,  and  Kilkenny,  no  Protestant 
or  person  suspected  to  be  well  affected  to  Government,  can  venture 
to  sleep  in  a house  that  is  not  protected  by  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  soldiery.. 

Mayo  continues  much  as  it  has  been  since  the  landing  of  the 
French,  but  Westmeath  has  rather  improved ; and  of  the  remain- 
ing counties  in  Ireland  it  can  only  be  said,  that  they  do  not  mani- 
fest such  outward  marks  of  disaffection  as  the  others  which  I have 
mentioned  above. 

Various  causes  are  assigned  for  the  agitation  which  at  present 
prevails  in  Dublin  and  its  vicinity : some  attribute  it  to  a prophecy 
of  an  old  saint,  which  foretold  a revolution  at  the  conclusion  of 
this  year ; others,  and  with  more  probability  of  truth,  think  that 
there  is  an  idea  among  the  people  that  France  will  now  make  an 
effort  in  their  favour,  and  I should  think  that  it  is  from  this  last 
cause  alone  that  we  can  account  for  the  late  appearances  in  Down 
and  Antrim,  where  the  predictions  of  an  old  Popish  saint  would 
not  be  likely  to  have  much  effect. 

Under  the  present  circumstances  I have  thought  it  advisable 
to  postpone  the  march  of  the  2nd  and  29th  regiments  to  Cork,  to 
which  place  the  Duke  of  York  wished  them  to  proceed  in  order  to 

* Major-General,  afterwards  Field-Mai’-  1800,  to  the  Union,  and  in  England  for 
shal.  Sir  George  Nugent,  Bart.,  G.C.B,,  Buckingham  town  from  1790  to  1802,  for 
Colonel  6th  Kegt.,  b.  June  10,  1757,  d.  Aylesbury  from  1806  to  1812,  and  again  for 
March  11,  1849;  m.  Nov.  15,  1797,  Maria,  Buckingham  from  1818  to  Dec.  1832.  His 
dau.  of  Courtland  Skinner,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  brother,  Sir  Charles  Edmund  Nugent,  G.C.B. , 
the  House  of  Assembly  in  New  Jersey.  He  was  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  a singular  instance 
was  much  employed  abroad.  Governor  of  of  two  brothers  being  at  the  same  time  in 
Jamaica,  1801  to  1804,  and  Commander-in-  the  highest  ranks  of  their  respective  profes- 
Chief  in  India  from  March,  1811,  to  Dec.  sions.  They  were  grandsons  of  Robert,  Lst 
1814.  M.P.  for  Charleville  from  March,  Earl  Nugent. 
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embark  for  Portsmouth,  and  I have  stated  to  His  Eoyal  High- 
ness my  reasons  for  thinking  that  the  removal  of  those  regiments 
at  this  time,  might  be  attended  with  dangerous  consequences. 

The  clamour  against  the  Union  at  Dublin,  although  exceed- 
ingly violent,  has  not  yet  reached,  or  at  least  affected,  the  lower 
orders  of  people,  who  hate  both  the  British  Government  and  their 
Irish  rulers,  but  the  latter,  I believe,  with  more  acrimony.  They 
are,  however,  much  more  disposed  to  receive  evil  impressions  than 
good  ones,  and  will,  I have  no  doubt,  in  a short  time,  for  the  sake 
of  mischief,  join  heartily  in  the  cry  of  No  Union. 

The  meeting  of  the  Catholics  on  Saturday  last  ^ broke  up,  as 
your  Grace  will  have  learned,  without  coming  to  any  resolution. 
I had  on  Friday,  as  I mentioned  to  your  Grace  in  my  private  and 
secret  communication  of  the  21st  instant,  a conversation  with 
IMr.  Bellew,^  a lawyer  of  that  persuasion,  who  was  to  have  made 
a motion  hostile  to  the  measure,  and  I prevailed  upon  him  not 
to  engage  the  people  of  his  religion  in  any  hasty  steps.  But  I 
only  spoke  to  him  then  as  a sectarian,  for  he  had  already  as  a 
lawyer  taken  the  part  of  violent  opposition.  He  said  to  me  that 
he  thought  the  Catholics  could  not  be  expected  to  favour  a plan 
from  which  they  not  only  were  to  derive  no  advantage,  but  which 
was  to  place  them  in  a worse  situation  than  that  in  which  they 
stood  at  present ; and  that  if  they  were  to  be  excluded  from  Par- 
liament at  the  Union,  he  saw  no  prospect  afterwards  of  their 
obtaining  any  participation  of  the  Legislature  ; and  I must  confess 
that  I did  not  find  it  very  easy  to  answer  this  argument,  as  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics  will  certainly  be  much  weakened  by  their 
incorporation  into  the  mass  of  British  subjects,  and  the  English 
Test  Laws  will  form  a strong  barrier  against  their  carrying  the 
point  for  which  they  have  so  long  contended. 

Your  Grace  is  so  well  acquainted  with  the  dispositions  of  the 
principal  persons  of  this  country,  that  I hardly  think  it  necessary 
to  say,  with  respect  to  the  probable  success  of  our  Parliamentary 
campaign,  that  if  those  who  possess  the  borough  interest  believe 
that  the  British  Government  are  determined  to  persevere  in  the 
measure  of  the  Union,  and  that  they  will  be  able  to  carry  it,  they 


* Dec.  22,  at  Lord  Fingall’s.  In  a letter 
to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  dated  Dec.  17,  Lord 
Cornwallis  speaks  of  another  meeting  of 
about  thirty  or  forty  Roman  Catholics  which 
took  place  at  Lord  Fingall’s  on  the  13th. 
Lord  Kenmare,  who  was  not  present,  wrote 
to  say  he  was  in  favour  of  the  Union  ; some 
supported  it  on  financial  and  commercial 
grounds.  Lord  Fingall  neuter. 


^ William  Bellew,  2nd  son  of  Sir  Patrick 
Bellew,  5th  Bart.,  brother  of  Sir  Edward 
Bellew,  Bart.,  d.  1835,  unm.  He  was  one 
of  the  four  first  Roman  Catholics  who  were 
called  to  the  bar  after  the  relaxation  of  the 
Penal  Statutes.  In  1801  Lord  Cornwallis 
recommended  him  for  an  additional  pension, 
making  in  all  600L 
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will  afford  them  the  most  hearty  support ; but  if  they  should 
entertain  doubts  on  either  of  these  points,  they  will  contend  for 
the  merit  of  having  been  the  first  to  desert. 

I have  the  honour,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

P.S.  I have  just  received  your  Grace’s  letter  dated  the  21st 
instant,  and  shall  not  fail  to  hold  the  language  which  it  recom- 
mends, and  which  you  will  see,  by  what  I have  written  above,  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  our  success. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 


Dear  EoSS,  Phcenix  Park,  Dec.  26,  1798. 

I request  that  you  will  transmit  to  Mr.  Biddulph^  the 
enclosed  letter  to  the  Governor-GeneraD  in  Council  in  Bengal, 
in  which  I have  stated  Mr.  Biddulph’s  conduct  towards  my  Indian 
Government  in  such  terms  as  I think  he  justly  merits.  As  Mr. 
Biddulph  is  a Member  of  Parliament,  he  may  be  looked  up  to  by 
the  young  men  of  the  settlement,  who  have  chiefly  gone  abroad 
at  a very  early  period  of  life,  and  consequently  very  ill-informed 
in  regard  to  European  politics.  Notliing  could  be  so  prejudicial 
to  themselves  as  well  as  to  the  general  good  order  of  the  settle- 
ment, as  to  instil  into  their  minds  a spirit  of  party  and  of  opposi- 
tion to  all  Government.  Liberty  and  equality  is  a most  pernicious 
and  dangerous  doctrine  in  all  parts  of  the  world ; but  it  is  parti- 
cularly ill-suited  to  the  Company’s  servants  in  India,  who  are  to 
thrive  by  minding  their  own  business,  and  paying  a due  regard  to 
the  commands  of  their  superiors  in  the  service.  I trust,  therefore, 
to  Mr.  Biddulph’s  ^ honour  that  there  will  be  a truce  to  his  politics 
during  his  expedition  to  India. 

I have  nothing  now  to  teU  you  from  hence.  The  country, 
exclusive  of  the  clamour  against  an  Union,  is  in  many  places  much 
agitated,  and  insurrections  are  talked  of;  but  I trust  that  we 
have  so  good  channels  of  information,  that  we  should  be  able  to 


* Robert  Biddulph,  b.  March,  1761,  d. 
Aug.  1814;  m.  Dec.  1801,  Charlotte,  sister 
and  co-heir  -of  Richaid  Myddleton,  Esq.,  of 
Chirk  Castle,  and  in  consequence  took  the 
name  of  Myddleton.  M.P.  for  the  county  of 
Hereford  in  the  Whig  interest  from  1796  to 
1802.  He  made  his  fortune  in  India,  under 
Lord  Cornwallis,  in  contracts  for  bullocks. 

^ Marquis  Wellesley. 


3 Mr.  Biddulph,  in  acknowledging  to  Gene- 
ral Boss,  Jan.  3,  1799,  the  receipt  of  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  letter,  says,  “ His  Lordship’s 
expectation  of  the  most  profound  silence  on 
my  part  as  to  European  politics,  shall  cer- 
tainly be  fulfilled,  as  the  impropriety  and 
impolicy  of  a different  line  of  conduct  would 
not  only  disgrace  his  recommendation,  but 
invalidate  my  claims.” 
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secure  the  leaders  before  anything  of  a serious  nature  could  take 
place. 

There  have,  as  yet,  been  no  signs  of  opposition  to  the  Union 
beyond  the  city  and  county  of  Dubhn ; but  I am  told  that  the 
Speaker’s  friends  are  going  to  call  a meeting  in  the  county  of 
Louth,  where  his  property  lies.  I have  no  guess  about  our  strength 
in  Parliament : many  will,  I have  no  doubt,  lay  by  in  order  to 
join  the  side  which  maybe  most  Kkely  to  succeed.  Your  suspicions 
about  the  conduct  of  Vienna  are  most  mortifying ; I can  never  feel 
any  reliance  on  those  German  Courts.^ 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Viscount  Brome. 

My  dear  Brome,  Phoeuix  Park,  Dec.  27,  1798. 

It  is  possible,  in  the  strange  chapter  of  accidents  in  tliis 
world  that  it  may  be  of  some  use  to  be  in  possession  of  the  enclosed 
letter ; if  not,  it  may  amuse  you  for  a moment  to  read  it,  especially 
if  it  should  come  into  your  hands  at  a time  when  it  may  be  snowing 
as  fast  as  it  does  now  at  this  place. 

I am  impatiently  expecting  a line  from  Culford  to  teU  me 
how  J ane  ^ is  going  on  ; but  it  sometimes  happens  that  with  a 
north-east  wind  the  packets  camiot  get  out  of  the  harbour  at 
Holyhead. 

Tilings  go  on  here  in  the  same  melancholy  way,  rumours  stdl 
circulate  of  intended  insiuTections,  which  greatly  alarm  and  agitate 
people ; but  I believe  that  the  foundations  for  these  reports  are 
either  fabricated  or  greatly  exaggerated.  I am  strongly  pressed  to 
use  the  same  coercive  means  which  so  totally  failed  last  year,  but 
I cannot  be  brought  to  tliink  that  flogging  and  free-quarter  will 
ever  prove  good  opiates. 

The  violent  and  factious  opposition  to  the  Union  continues  in 
full  force  in  and  about  Dublin,  contrary  to  common  sense  and  the 
substantial  interests  of  the  country,  but  common  sense  is  not  in 
the  habit  of  operating  strongly  upon  people’s  minds  on  this  side  of 


‘ A treaty  of  alliance  between  England 
and  Russia  was  at  this  time  preparing;  in 
%ct,  it  was  signed  three  days  after  the  date 
of  this  letter.  But  Prussia  held  completely 
aloof,  and  fears  were  entertained  that  Austria 
would  prove  lukewarm.  These  fears,  how- 
ever, were  unfounded,  and  the  following 
campaign  was  for  some  time  successful, 


though  the  timidity  of  the  Aulic  Council  so 
crippled  the  efforts  of  the  Archduke  Charles 
that  the  French  armies  were  allowed  to 
escape  when  they  might  have  been  utterly 
destroyed.  The  disastrous  campaign  of  Ma- 
rengo was  the  consequence. 

^ Jane,  eldest  dau.  of  Viscount  Brome, 
b.  October  5,  1798. 
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St.  George’s  Channel,  and  when  the  interests  of  the  countr}^  and 
private  advantage  take  opposite  sides,  the  latter  is  pretty  sure  of 
obtaining  the  victory. 

Give  my  kind  love  to  Lady  Louisa,  and  best  compliments  to 
all  friends  at  Culford,  and  believe  me  to  be. 

My  dearest  Brome, 

Your  truly  affectionate  father, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Rev.  B.  Grisdale. 

Dear  Grisdale,  Dublin,  Dec.  27,  1798. 

I trust  that  I need  not  tell  you  that  it  will  always  give  me 
sincere  pleasure  to  do  anything  that  would  be  agreeable  to  you, 
and  to  assist  any  person  who  is  connected  with  you.  It  does  not 
at  all  surprise  me  that  Boss  thought  that  I could,  without  much 
difficulty,  give  an  ensigncy  to  your  nephew,  as  I came  over  myself 
so  much  impressed  with  the  idea  that  I should  have  a patronage 
in  that  line,  that  I wrote  to  some  persons  who  had  before  applied 
to  me  to  get  them  ensigncies,  to  say  that  I now  hoped  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  giving  them  commissions. 

So  much  however  have  I been  deceived,  that  I have  not  had 
the  disposal  of  one  ensign’s  commission  since  I have  been  in  Ire- 
land ; there  are  but  six  regiments,  and  those  are  skeletons,  on  the 
Irish  establishment : they  have  supernumerary  officers  in  every 
rank,  from  the  captain  downwards,  and  there  are  besides,  amongst 
these  six  regiments,  four  or  five  ensigncies  (if  any  should  become 
vacant)  mortgaged  to  pay  for  the  indemnification  of  adjutancies  and 
quarter-masteries,  which  had  been  bought,  and  were  not  allowed  to 
be  sold. 

My  general  engagements  you  will  naturally  suppose  to  be 
numerous ; but  I have  four  or  five  that  cannot  be  superseded,  and 
my  prospect  therefore  of  being  able  to  serve  your  nephew  must  be 
very  doubtful,  and  certainly  very  distant ; I wiU  however  insert 
his  name  in  my  book. 

Nothing  can  be  more  melancholy  and  distressing  to  my  feelings 
than  the  wretched  situation  into  which  I have  been  forced,  at  the 
time  that  I foolishly  fiattered  myself  with  quiet  retirement  and 
something  like  happiness ; and  after  all  I have  no  hopes  that  I 
shall  either  gain  credit  to  myself,  or  render  any  service  to  the 
country.  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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IMarquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Harris. 

Dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  27,  1798. 

I have  been  earnestly  requested  by  his  friends  in  this  country 
to  introduce  to  you  Captain  Flood  ^ of  the  51st  regiment,  which 
corps,  they  say,  is  bound  to  Madras. 

I had  my  difficulties  in  India ; but  they  were  trifling  compared 
with  those  which  attend  the  wretched  station  which  has  been 
imposed  upon  me.  I &c., 

CORWALLIS. 

The  statements  made  by  Lord  Castlereagh  induced  the  Govern- 
ment to  alter  considerably  the  original  scheme  of  the  Union ; and 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  December  24,  informed  Lord  Cornwallis 
that  he  thought  Lord  Castlereagh’s  plan  preferable  to  the  one  he 
had  himself  suggested  in  his  despatch  of  November  23,  and  he 
foresaw  no  difficulty  in  selecting  the  boroughs  to  be  disfranchised, 
so  as  to  leave  only  such  a number  as  would  admit  of  alternate 
representation.  One  hundred  members,  of  which  Dublin  might 
have  two,  to  be  the  maximum. 

As  objections  had  been  taken  to  the  election  of  Peers  for  one 
Parliament  only,  they  might  be  chosen  for  life ; the  Crown,  how- 
ever, reserving  the  right  of  creating  new  Peerages.  The  Peers 
not  in  the  House  of  Lords  might  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but 
it  would  perhaps  be  advisable  to  confine  them  to  English  seats. 
The  Spiritual  Peers  to  be  represented  by  one  Archbishop  and  three 
Bishops  in  rotation. 

Some  plan  to  be  devised  for  taking  evidence  in  Ireland  in 
Election  Petitions  and  Local  Bills. 

Ireland  to  contribute  a fixed  proportion  to  the  general  revenue. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  further  suggested  that  on  some  day — 
say  February  5 — an  address  should  be  moved  in  each  House  ex- 
pressive of  their  wish  for  a Union ; and,  in  accordance  with  the 
Scotch  precedent,  requesting  the  King  to  appoint  Commissioners 
to  arrange  the  details. 

* Captain  Frederick  Flood,  d.  at  Madras  the  gallery  that  night,  and  heard  him,  as 
Oct.  1800,  only  son  of  Sir  Frederick  Flood,  soon  as  he  could  get  into  the  House,  de- 
Bart.,  M.P.,  1812,  for  the  county  of  Wex-  scribe  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been 
ford,  who,  during  the  Corn-bill  riots  of  insulted.  He  wound  up  the  account,  amid 
1815,  like  many  other  membei-s,  was  roars  of  laughter  from  the  whole  House,  as 
attacked  by  the  mob  as  he  cnrae  down  to  may  well  be  believed,  with  saying,  “ They 
the  House,  and  called  upon  to  state  how  asked  me  my  name ; I scorned  to  equivocate, 
he  should  vote.  The  Editor  was  under  and  so  I said  it  was  Waters.” 
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Disposal  of  the  State-prisoners  — Popular  disposition  with  respect  to  the  Union 

— Sketch  of  the  proposed  measure  — Repugnance  of  official  people — The 
Earl  of  Ely  — Mr.  Saurin  — Opening  of  the  Irish  Parliament  — Debate  in 
the  Commons  — Defeat  of  the  Government — Proceedings  of  the  Opposition 

— Riots  in  Dublin  — Sentiments  of  the  Roman  Catholics  on  the  Union  — 
Spirit  of  disaffection  — Lord  Cornwallis  charged  with  undue  lenity  — 
Rebellion  Bill  passed  — Debate  on  the  Maynooth  Bill  — Military  insub- 
ordination — Refusal  of  the  Escheatorship  of  Munster  — Government 
appointments  — Narrow  escape  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant  — Lord  Downshire 

— Irish  militia  — Proposed  employment  of  Russian  troops  — Concessions 
to  the  Catholics  — State  of  the  British  forces. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  William  Wickham,  Esq. 

[Most  Secret.] 

My  DEAR  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  2,  1799. 

Already  we  feel  the  want,  and  indeed  the  absolute  necessity, 
of  the  primum  mobile.  We  cannot  give  that  activity  to  the  press 
which  is  requisite.  We  have  good  materials  amongst  the  young 
barristers,  but  we  cannot  expect  them  to  waste  their  time  and 
starve  into  the  bargain. 

I know  the  difficulties,  and  shall  respect  them  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, in  the  extent  of  our  expenditure  ; but  notwithstanding  every 
difficulty,  I cannot  help  most  earnestly  requesting  to  receive  50007 
in  bank-notes  by  the  first  messenger. 

We  propose  sending  round  our  emigrants  to  the  river  in  a 
revenue  cutter,  from  whence  a passage  to  Hambro’  may  easily  be 
obtained  for  them.  This  appears  to  expose  you  much  less  than 
their  passing  through  England.  I hope  it  will  meet  the  Duke  of 
Portland’s  approbation. 

I shall  trouble  his  Grace  in  a post  or  two  with  a memorandum 
about  the  leading  State-prisoners ; their  removal  from  hence 
appears  to  me  of  very  great  consequence.  If  the  difficulties  which 
oppose  it  in  the  opinion  of  Ministers  should  not  be  insurmountable, 
I trust  his  Grace  will  endeavour  to  relieve  us  from  this  most  incon- 
venient and  dangerous  possession.  Ever,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

Mr.  Wickham,  in  reply,  conveyed  the  opinion  of  the  Duke  of 
Portland  and  Lord  Grenville,  that,  after  the  circumstances  which 
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attended  the  arrest  of  Tandy  and  his  associates  at  Hamburgh, 
none  of  the  prisoners  could  be  sent  there  publicly  without  the  full 
consent  of  the  Senate,  and,  even  then,  not  above  one  or  two  at  a 
time.  But  as  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  anxious  to  remove  the 
difficulties  under  which  the  Irish  Government  laboured,  he  was 
ready  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  confining  the  leading  rebels  in 
Fort  George.  Some  doubt,  however,  being  entertained  whether 
such  a step  were  legal,  he  thought  it  might  perhaps  be  necessary 
to  bring  in  a Bill  to  sanction  the  measure. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

Extract.  [Secret  and  Confidential.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  2,  1799. 

. . . The  renewed  activity  of  the  disaffected  has  not  yet 

been  productive  of  any  open  effort.  With  what  immediate  view 
this  attempt,  which  has  been  very  general,  was  made  to  set  the 
lower  orders  again  in  motion,  it  is  difficult  precisely  to  trace.  I 
have  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  occasioned  by  any  feelings 
arising  out  of  the  question  of  Union.  In  the  north  an  idea  of 
co-operation  from  abroad  prevailed,  and  this  expectation  may 
have  been  connected  with  the  preparations  going  forward  in  the 
Texel.^ 

The  Catholics,  as  a body,  still  adhere  to  their  reserve  on  the 
measure  of  Union.  The  very  temperate  and  liberal  sentiments 
at  first  entertained  or  expressed  by  some  of  that  body,  were  by 
no  means  adopted  by  the  Catholics  who  met  at  Lord  Fingall’s,^ 
and  professed  to  speak  for  the  party  at  large.  Whether  it  was 
their  original  sentiment  to  oppose  the  Union  unless  their  objects 
were  comprehended  in  it,  or  whether  this  disposition  was  taken 
up  when  they  observed  Government  to  be  either  weakly  supported 
or  opposed  by  the  Protestants,  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  Cer- 
tain it  is  they  now  hold  off,  which  can  only  arise  either  from  an 
original  disinclination  to  the  measure,  or  an  expectation  that 
Government  will  be  driven  to  a compliance  with  their  wishes  in 
order  to  carry  it.  What  line  of  conduct  they  will  ultimately 
adopt,  when  decidedly  convinced  that  the  measure  will  be  perse- 
vered in  on  Protestant  principles,  I am  incapable  of  judging.  I 
shall  endeavour  to  give  them  the  most  favourable  impressions, 
without  holding  out  to  them  hopes  of  any  relaxation  on  the  part 

‘ The  Dutch  fleet  assembled  under  Admiral  Thirty-seven  of  the  principal  Roman 

Storey;  it  surrendered  to  the  English  fleet  Catholics  met  at  Lord  Fingall’s,  Dec.  13, 
under  Admiral  Mitchell,  Aug.  31,  in  this  year.  1798. 
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of  Government,  and  shall  leave  no  effort  untried  to  prevent  an 
opposition  to  the  Union  being  made  the  measure  of  that  party ; 
as  I should  much  fear,  should  it  be  made  a Catholic  principle  to 
resist  the  Union,  that  the  favourable  sentiments  entertained  by 
individuals  would  give  way  to  the  party  feeling,  and  deprive  us  of 
our  principal  strength  in  the  South  and  West,  which  could  not  fail, 
at  least  for  the  present,  to  prove  fatal  to  the  measure. 

The  clamour  against  the  Union  continues  in  Dublin  and  its 
neighbourhood.  The  county  is  to  assemble  on  Friday.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  result. 

I do  not  understand  that,  as  yet,  any  steps  have  been  taken  for 
calling  any  other  county  meetings. 

I understand  Mr.  Saurin  was  this  day  employed  in  soliciting 
the  officers  ^ of  the  different  corps  of  yeomanry  in  Dublin,  to  sign 
a paper  stating  their  determination  to  lay  down  their  arms  in 
case  the  measure  of  Union  was  brought  forward.  He  was  refused 
by  Mr.  Jolm  Beresford,  who  expressed  his  strongest  disapprobation 
of  the  attempt.  I much  fear  Mr.  Saurin’s  conduct  will  render  it 
necessary  for  me  to  submit,  tlmough  your  Grace,  to  His  Majesty, 
the  indispensable  necessity  of  withdrawing  from  him  those  pro- 
fessional distinctions  of  winch  his  former  conduct  has  rendered  him 
so  deserving.  ...  I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  portion  of  the  despatch  wliich  is  omitted,  contains  only 
the  names  of  the  towns  in  which  the  idea  of  a Union  had  been 
rather  favourably  received — in  some  with  considerable  cordiality : 
Cork,  Limerick,  Waterford,  Wexford,  Belfast,  Derry,  and  Newry. 
Lord  Cornwallis  also  adds  that  the  Orangemen  in  the  North  had 
followed  the  example  of  the  Dublin  lodges,  and  declined  to  inter- 
fere as  a body. 


Mi^Quis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  4,  1799. 

I stated  some  time  since  to  your  Grace  the  very  important 
services  wliich  were  rendered  by  Sir  J ohn  Blaquiere  in  the 
transaction  respecting  the  English  Militia,  and  I believe  that  every 


‘ The  violence  of  some  of  the  yeomanry 
corps  was  excessive.  A few  days  after  the 
date  of  this  letter  Sir  William  Worthington, 
commanding  the  Liberty  Rangers,  Dublin, 
ordered  his  corps  to  parade  the  following 


Monday,  Jan.  21,  with  the  King’s  colour, 
but,  in  lieu  of  the  Regimental  colour,  a 
standard,  on  which  was  inscribed,  “For  our 
King  and  the  Constitution  of  Ireland.” 
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one  who  was  acquainted  with  the  disposition  of  the  Leicestershire 
and  Lincolnsliire  regiments  at  that  period  (which  were  the  first 
to  make  their  declaration),  will  admit  that  it  was  owing  to  his 
manly  conduct,  and  the  assistance  and  encouragement  which  he 
gave  to  the  Duke  of  Kutland  in  particular,  and  in  a great  degree 
to  Col.  Sibthorpe,^  that  there  is  at  this  moment  one  regiment  of 
English  Militia  serving  in  Ireland. 

He  has  now  taken  the  most  fair  and  unreserved  part  on  the 
question  of  the  Union,  and  by  the  decided  language  which  he  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  using  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  which  I 
am  told  has  a considerable  effect,  as  well  as  by  the  hospitable 
meetings  of  Members  at  his  house,  he  will  no  doubt  be  of  in- 
finite use  to  us  in  the  arduous  contest  in  which  we  are  about  to 
engage. 

The  great  object  of  his  wishes  is  an  Irish  peerage  for  Lady 
Blaquiere,  which  favour  he  is  particularly  desirous  to  obtain  at 
present,  and  I am  convinced  that  he  will  feel  the  obligation 
infinitely  more  if  he  gets  it  now,  than  if  he  is  to  wait  tiU  those 
who  have  contributed  to  promote  the  Union  may  look  for  consider- 
ation. 

If  yom'  Grace  should  be  inclined  to  dispose  His  Majesty  to 
attend  to  my  request  in  favour  of  Sir  John  Blaquiere,  I think  that 
his  good  offices  in  retaining  the  English  militia  may  be  assigned 
as  a reason  for  granting  the  peerage  to  his  family  at  this  time, 
without  opening  the  door  to  the  importunities  of  other  impatient 
candidates.  I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  5,  1799. 

. . . Since  my  arrival  I have  made  considerable  pro- 

gress in  my  communications.  The  decided  language  I am  enabled 
to  hold  has  the  best  effects,  but  we  must  nevertheless  be  prepared 
for  a hard  contest.  The  opposite  party  take  credit  (with  what 
degree  of  accuracy  I am  not  yet  able  to  ascertain)  for  113  pledged 
against  the  measure  in  the  Commons,  amongst  whom  they  reckon 
two  of  our  Commissioners  of  Be  venue.  Col.  Wolfe  ^ and  Mr.  G. 

^ Colonel  Humphrey  Sibthorpe,  b.  Oct.  3,  for  Lincoln  from  March,  1800,  to  July, 
1744,  d.  April  25,  181*5  ; m.  July  23, 1 777,  1806. 

Susanna,  dau.  of  Richard  Ellison,  Esq.,  of  John  Wolfe,  of  Forenaughts,  Colonel  of 

Thorne  and  Seahrook  Holme.  M.P.  for  Bos-  the ’Kildare  Militia,  b.  1754,  d.  1816  -;  m. 
ton  from  April,  1777,  to  March,  1784,  and  1776,  Charlotte,  dau.  of  Theobald  Wolfe,  Esq., 
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Knox.^  The  former  is  to  be  with  me  this  day,  the  latter  is  absent 
at  Bath. 

The  clamour  out-of-doors  is  principally  to  be  apprehended,  as 
furnishing  the  members  within  with  a plausible  pretext  for  acting 
in  conformity  to  their  own  private  feelings.  There  are  two  classes 
of  men  in  Parliament,  whom  the  disasters  and  sufferings  of  the 
country  under  the  present  system  have  but  very  imperfectly 
awakened  to  the  necessity  of  a change,  namely,  the  borough  pro- 
prietors and  the  immediate  agents  of  Government:  the  greater 
number  of  these  wdl  go  with  us,  but  they  are  reluctantly  con- 
vinced, are  lukewarm  in  the  cause,  and,  if  serious  difficulties 
should  arise,  would  in  all  probability  prove  themselves  but  hoUow 
friends. 

Much  pains  had  been  taken,  and  with  considerable  success,  to 
make  it  a question  of  spirit  with  the  young  men  to  oppose  the 
Union.  Our  principal  strength  is  in  the  firm  determination  of  the 
English  Government,  in  the  strength  of  our  case  in  point  of  argu- 
ment, and  in  having  a sufficient  number  of  advocates  in  the  House 
of  Commons  to  keep  our  ground  in  the  debate.  Our  sincere 
adherents,  supported  by  the  English  Government,  I trust,  will  be 
sufficiently  numerous  to  make  it  the  interest  of  others  to  act  with 
us.  At  all  events  they  will  form  a party,  which  with  encourage- 
ment (even  should  the  measure  now  fail,  which  present  appear- 
ances do  not  by  any  means  lead  me  to  apprehend)  must  sooner  or 
later  carry  the  question. 

Lord  Kilwarden’s  fears- seem  to  connect  themselves  so  naturally 
with  Col.  Wolfe’s  supposed  opinions,  that  I cannot  but  consider 
them  as  in  some  measure  political ; yet  the  sentiments  of  his  mind 
appeared  adverse  to  the  existing  principle  of  connexion,  and  in 
favour  of  an  Union. 

Your  Grace  will  learn  with  much  satisfaction  that  more  mature 
consideration  has  altered  Lord  Carleton’s  view  of  the  subject,  and 
that  he  is  now  (still  condemning  the  time  as  improper)  a declared 
supporter  of  the  measure. 

Lord  Bective  ^ has  written  a very  handsome  letter  to  the  Lord 


of  Newtown.  Nephew  to  Lord  Kilwarden, 
Commissioner  of  Revenue  from  1792  to 
1799,  when  he  was  dismissed.  M.P.  for 
Kildare  County,  1783  ; Killybegs,  1790 ; 
Carlow  Borough,  Feb.  1798  to  the  Union.  He 
held  the  patent  office  of  Registrar  of  Deeds. 

* Mr.,  afterwards  Right  Hon.  George 
Knox,  4th  son  of  Thomas,  1st  Viscount 
Northland,  b.  Jan.  14,  1765,  d.  June  13, 
1827  ; m.  1st,  Jan.  27,  1805,  Anne,  dau. 
of  Sir  Robert  Staples,  Bart.  ; 2nd,  Nov. 


27,  1812,  Harriet,  dau.  of  Thomas  Fortescue, 
Esq.  Commissioner  of  Revenue  from  1793 
till  he  was  removed  in  1799,  but  in  pursuance 
of  an  arrangement  made  by  Lord  Cornwallis 
he  was,  March  16,  1805,  appointed  a Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  which  offic6  he  held  till  Feb. 
1806.  M.P.  for  Dungannob,  1790;  for  the 
University  of  Dublin  from  1797  to  1807. 

^ Thomas,  2nd  Earl  of  Bective,  K.P.,  made 
Marquis  of  Headfort  Dec.  29,  1800  ; b.  Nov. 
18,  1757,  d.  Oct.  24, 1829  ; m.  Dec.  4, 1778, 
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Lieutenant,  assuring  him  of  his  utmost  support,  and  stating  that 
he  should  consider  Ministers  as  highly  criminal,  were  they  to 
neglect  the  present  opportunity  of  proposing  the  measure.  His 
Lordship  has  three  friends  in  Parliament. 

Sir  Hercules  Langrishe  ^ resigns  his  first  opinion,  and  will  not 
separate  from  the  British  Government  on  a fundamental  principle 
of  connection. 

I trust  your  Grace  will  feel  the  necessity  of  having  a proper 
explanation  with  Lord  Ely  on  the  subject  of  his  Peerage  before  he 
leaves  London,  or  of  authorising  the  Lord-Lieutenant  to  assure 
him  of  that  favour  in  the  event  of  the  measure  being  carried. 

The  county  meeting  ^ has  passed  strong  resolutions.  I do  not 
understand  that  the  attendance  was  very  respectable.  Mr.  Spencer  ^ 
the  lawyer  took  the  lead  in  denying  the  competence  of  Parliament 
to  entertain  the  Question,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Leeson,^  a mad 
and  democratic  brother  of  Lord  Miltown’s,^  and  supported  by  an 
attorney  connected  with  Mr.  Curran.®  It  was  expected  that  Mr. 
Grattan,  who  landed  a few  days  since,  would  have  taken  a part, 
but  he  did  not  attend. 

A requisition  is  handing  about  this  day  to  the  sheriffs  to  call 
an  aggregate  meeting. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Grace  a short  sketch  that 
has  been  thrown  out  to  feel  the  public  sentiment  on  the  terms.  I 
have  not  yet  found  a single  objection  stated  by  those  to  whom  I 
have  mentioned  them. 

The  Speaker  is  expected  in  the  next  packet.  I have  had  six 


Mary,  only  dau.  and  heir  of  George  Quin, 
Esq.,  of  Quinsborough.  One  seat  for  the 
County  of  Meath,  and  two  for  the  Borough 
of  Kells,  belonged  to  him.  He  sat  for  Kells 
from  1776  to  1790;  Longford  Borough  to 
1795  ; and  Meath  County  from  Jan.  1795  to 
Dec.  following. 

* Right  Hon.  Sir  Hercules  Langrishe, 
Bart.,  so  created  Jan.  28,  1777  ; b.  1738,  d. 
Feb.  1811  ; m.  May  31,  1755,  Hannah, 
dau.  of  Robert  Myhill,  Esq.,  of  Killarney. 
He  held  the  various  offices  of  Commissioner 
of  Barracks,  of  Excise,  and  Supervisor  of 
Accounts,  between  1767  and  1775,  then 
Commissioner  of  Revenue  until  1801.  From 
1761  till  the  Union  he  was  M.P.  for  Knock- 
topher,  a borough  of  which  he  was  almost 
the  sole  proprietor,  receiving  as  compensation 
13,862L  12s.,  whilst  Sir  George  Shee’s  share 
was  but  1137L  10s. 

^ County  of  Dublin.  This  meeting  was 
attended  by  few  persons  of  any  consequence. 
The  Sheriff,  Alderman  Kirkpatrick,  was  in 
the  chair  ; the  resolutions  were  moved  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Baker,  of  Carduff,  and  seconded  by 


Sir  J.  J.  W.  Jervis  ; the  other  speakers  were 
Mr.  Rawlins,  Mr.  Leeson,  Mr.  Skeys,  and  Mr. 
Guinness. 

3 Joshua  Spencer,  b.  about  1760,  brother 
to  Gen.  Sir  Brent  Spencer,  K.B.  ; d.  1829. 
M.P.  for  Sligo  Borough  from  1812  to  1815. 
He  was  a barrister  of  some  eminence,  and 
seconded  the  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Saurin 
at  the  Bar  meeting. 

* Hon.  Robert  Leeson,  b.  May  18,  1773, 
d.  April  11,  1852;  m.  1st,  Aug.  17,  1795, 
Grace,  dau.  of  Michael  Head,  Esq.  ; 2nd,  Aug. 
2,  1834,  Harriet,  sister  of  Sir  Henry  Burke, 
Bart. 

5 Joseph,  2nd  Earl  of  Miltown,  b.  Dec. 
1730,  d.  unm.,  Nov.  27,  1801. 

® Mr.,  afterwards  the  Right  Hon.  John 
Philpot  CuiTan,  b.  July  24, 1750,  d.  Get.  14, 
1817  ; m.  1775,  Miss  Creagh,  dau.  of  Dr. 
Creagh.  Master  of  the  Rolls  from  1806  to 
1814,  when  he  retired  on  a pension  of  30001. 
M.P.  for  Kilbeggan,  1783,  and  Rathcormack, 
1790.  His  violent  temper  led  him  into  seve- 
ral duels,  in  which  he  was  uniformly  to 
blame. 
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days  tlie  start  of  him : he  is  looked  to  by  the  Opposition  as  their 
great  champion.  j honour,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 


Union. 

We  hear  the  following  outline  of  a scheme  of  Union  has  been 
circulated  within  these  few  days  in  the  higher  circles. 

Legislature, 

Thirty-two  Irish  Peers  to  sit  in  the  Imperial  Parliament: 
twenty-eight  Temporal  Peers  to  be  elected  for  life ; four  Spiritual 
Peers  by  rotation.  Irish  Peers,  not  elected,  may  sit  in  the  Imperial 
House  of  Commons  for  British  Counties  and  Boroughs  only,  as  at 
present.  The  Crown  to  retain  the  power  of  creating  Peers  of 
Ireland,  in  order  to  preserve  the  Peerage  from  extinction. 

The  Irish  Commoners  who  are  to  sit  in  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
not  to  exceed  one  hundred  : one  to  be  chosen  for  each  county ; one 
for  each  of  the  great  commercial  Cities  and  Towns.  This  arrange- 
ment would  give  42 ; half  of  the  108  Boroughs  to  send  one 
Member  each  for  one  Parliament,  the  other  half  one  Member  each 
for  the  next  Parliament,  and  so  on  alternately. 

The  Capital  and  Cork  might  send  two  Members  each : thus  the 
Kepresentation  would  amount  to  98  Members. 


Duties  and  Commerce. 

Irish  subjects  to  enjoy  at  all  times  the  same  Commercial  Privi- 
leges as  English.  The  duties  between  the  two  countries  to  be 
equalized,  regard  being  had  to  the  temporary  protection  of  the 
Import  manufactures  of  Ireland. 

The  present  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  Linen  Manufacture  to 
be  secured. 


Debts  and  Revenues. 

The  Exchequer  of  Ireland  to  continue  separate  ; Great  Britain 
to  be  responsible  for  her  own  debt  and  its  reduction ; Ireland  to  be 
responsible  for  her  own  debt  and  its  reduction. 

The  future  expenses  of  Ireland  in  war  and  peace  to  be  in  a 
fixed  ratio  to  the  expenses  of  Great  Britain. 

When  the  Eevenues  of  Ireland  shall  exceed  her  proportion  of 
expense,  the  excess  to  be  applied  to  local  purposes.  The  Taxes 
producing  the  excess  to  be  taken  off. 

VOL.  III. 
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William  Wickham,  Esq.,  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

[Private  and  most  Secret.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Whitehall,  Jan.  7,  1799,  20  m.  past  5. 

Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship’s  letter  of 
the  2nd  instant,  marked  Most  Secret,  I waited  on  the  Duke  of 
Portland  at  Burlington  House,  who,  without  loss  of  time,  wrote 
both  to  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Grenville  on  that  part  of  the  letter  which 
seemed  to  press  the  most,  and  I have  the  satisfaction  to  inform 
your  Lordship  that  a messenger  will  be  sent  off  from  hence  in  the 
course  of  to-morrow  with  the  remittance^  particularly  required  for 
the  present  moment,  and  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  has  every 
reason  to  hope  that  means  will  soon  be  found  of  placing  a larger 
sum  at  tlie  Lord-Lieutenant’s  disposal. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

William  Wickham. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  William  Wickham,  Esq. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  10,  1799. 

I have  only  a moment  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letters  of  the  7th.  The  contents  of  the  messenger’s  despatches  are 
very  interesting.  Arrangements  with  a view  to  further  communi- 
cations of  the  same  nature  will  be  highly  advantageous,  and  the 
Duke  of  Portland  may  depend  on  their  being  carefully  apphed. 

I am,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Secret.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  11,  1799. 

. . . I feel  it  necessary  to  inform  your  Grace  that  a very 

unfavourable  impression  has  been  made  within  the  two  last  days 
against  the  Union,  partly  by  the  arrival  of  the  Speaker,  but  still 
more  by  its  being  generally  circulated  and  believed  in  town,  that 
both  Lord  Downshire  and  Lord  Ely  are  adverse  to  the  measure. 
There  seems  but  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  from  some  ex- 
pressions in  a letter  of  Lord  Downshire’s  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  that 
his  Lordship’s  opinion  is  at  best  unsettled  on  the  subject,  and  by 
the  inclosed  copy  of  a letter  from  Lord  Ely  to  a friend  here,  it  is 

* 5000/.  The  numbers  of  the  notes'are  still  preserved  in  the  State  Paper  Office. 
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evident  that  his  support  can  by  no  means  be  relied  on.  Your  Grace 
will  observe  that  Lord  Ely’s  expressions  are  verbatim  those  of  the 
Speaker,  Ijord  Downshire,  Lord  Cork,^  &c.  It  is  reported  that  he 
means  to  bring  Mr.  Lnttrell  ^ forward,  who  has  been  peculiarly  active 
in  London  against  the  measure,  which,  if  true,  is  not  only  a proof  of 
his  Lordship’s  present  sentiments,  but  of  the  schooL  in  which  tliey 
have  been  formed.  It  appears  from  his  letter  that  he  has  been  living 
with  the  Archbishop  of  Cashell,'*  from  whom  he  would  infallibly 
receive  similar  impressions.  I need  not  press  upon  your  Grace’s 
attention  the  insuperable  difficulties,  so  unexpected  and  so  import- 
ant a defection  as  this  must  occasion  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
measure.  It  not  only  transfers  18  votes  in  the  Commons  to  the 
OjDposition,  but  strikes  a damp  among  the  supporters  of  the  mea- 
sure which  may  operate  in  a fatal  extent  against  us. 

In  stating  these  circumstances  to  your  Grace  I have  most 
earnestly  to  entreat  that  every  possible  effort  may  be  made  on 
your  side  of  the  water  to  overcome  the  difficulties  of  these  import- 
ant characters,  and  to  send  us  whatever  assistance  may  be  collected 
from  thence. 

I have  already  felt  it  a question  of  considerable  dehcacy  to 
decide  in  what  instances  and  at  what  period  it  was  expedient  to 
remove  persons  from  office  who  have  either  taken  a decided  line 
against  the  measure,  or  who,  without  acting  pubKcly,  hold  a lan- 
guage equally  prejudicial  to  its  success,  and  equally  inconsistent 
with  their  connexion  with  Government.  In  the  instance  of  Mr. 
J.  C.  Beresford,  whose  conduct  has  been  very  hostile  at  many 
of  the  Dublin  meetings,  the  difficulty  has  been  peculiarly  felt. 
With  a view  of  impressing  our  friends  with  the  idea  of  our  being  in 
earnest,  liis  dismissal  seemed  desirable ; on  the  other  hand,  as  we 
profess  to  encourage  discussion,  and  neither  to  precipitate  Parlia- 
ment or  the  country  on  the  decision,  much  less  to  force  it  against  the 
public  sentiment,  there  seemed  an  objection  to  a very  early  exercise 
of  Ministerial  authority  on  the  inferior  servants  of  the  Crown. 


^ Edward,  8th  Earl  of  Cork,  K.P.,  a Gene- 
ral ; b.  Oct.  21,  1767,  d.  June  29,  1856  ; m. 
Oct.  9,  1795,  Isabella  Henrietta,  dau.  of  Wil- 
liam Poyntz,  Esq.,  of  Midgham.  One  seat  at 
Charleville  belonged  to  him.  He  was  the  last 
surviving  Peer  who  had  sat  both  in  the  Irish 
and  English  House  of  Lords  before  the  Union. 

^ Henry  Luttrell,  long  well  known  in  Lon- 
don society  (a  natural  son  of  Lord  Carhamp- 
ton),  d.  unm.  Dec.  19, 1851,  aged  upwards  of 
80.  Author  of  ‘ Letters  to  Julia,’  and  other 
similar  poems.  He  was  returned  in  May,  1799, 
for  Clonmines,  which  he  represented  till  Feb. 
1800.  He  was  made  Clerk  of  the  Pipe  Sept. 


1800,  and  received  879?.  a-year  as  compensa- 
tion. Lord  Carhampton  was  himself  a violent 
Anti-Unionist,  but  afterwards  changed  his 
opinions.  See  letter  of  July  2. 

3 The  Tottenham  family  ; Lord  Ely’s  pa- 
ternal relations,  who  had  always  vehemently 
supported  the  independence  of  Ireland.  Lord 
Ely  was  closely  connected  with  the  Ponsonbys, 
and  in  1789  held  the  office  of  Postmaster- 
General,  jointly  with  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Brabazon  Ponsonby,  afterwards  1st  Baron 
Ponsonby. 

The  Archbishop  ultimately  voted  for  the 
Union. 
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I have  tUorofore  thou^lit  it  expedient  to  proceed  in  the  first 
instance  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  wlio  lias  not  been 
altogether  punctual  in  his  engagenient  with  Ijord  Oastlereagh,  of 
being  here  on  the  10th,  and  not  being  yet  arrived ; and  shall  then 
proceed  according  to  circninstances,  or  such  directions  as  T may 
receive  from  your  Grace,  with  the  inferior  membei*s  of  the 
Administration. 

There  certainly  is  a very  strong  disinclination  to  the  measure 
in  many  of  the  borough  proprietors,  and  a not  less  marked  rej)ug- 
nance  in  many  of  the  oiUcial  people,  pixi*ticularly  in  those  who 
have  been  longest  in  the  habits  of  the  current  system.  The 
secondary  interests  of  course  look  to  it  as  tbe  desti-uction  of 
their  authority,  and  the  leading  interests  as  exposing  them  to 
fresh  contests.  These  impressions,  connected  with  the  natural 
expectation  which  every  individual  forms  of  deriving  some  personal 
advantage  by  the  change,  make  its  accomplishment  full  of  dilhculty. 
The  steady  purpose  of  the  English  Government,  and  the  natural 
authority  of  the  State  in  this  kingdom,  will  counteract  these 
principles  in  a great  degree ; but  weighty  mimes  may  encourage 
a general  resistance,  which  would  certainly  leave  those  who  are 
supporters  of  the  measure  from  a conviction  of  its  necessity,  in  a 
miiioi-ity.  ...  I *e., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Corwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Porttaxt). 

]My  DEAR  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  13,  1799. 

In  consequence  of  a letter  which  Lord  Oastlereagh  has 
received  from  Lord  Ely,  I have  thought  it  necessary  to  explain 
very  clearly  to  him  that  he  will  not  be  allowed  to  shuflle  on  this 
occasion. 

As  it  is  possible  from  what  I before  stated,  that  yon  may 
already  have  brought  him  to  reason,  I have  enclosed  my  letter  under 
a flying  seal,  and  leave  the  expediency  of  forwarding  it  to  yom* 
Grace’s  discretion.  j ^ 

Cornwallis. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  the  E.vrl  of  Ely. 

London,  Jan.  7,  1799. 

We  have  bad  accounts  here  of  the  state  of  the  malcontents 
in  Ireland.  God  grant  that  this  mad  scheme  may  not  go  too  far 
for  all  the  projectors  of  it  to  appease ! I have  not  conversed  with 
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a single  person  since  I came  here  that  has  advanced  a single 
argument  in  favour  of  it,  and  all  the  Irishmen  I converse  with  are 
pointedly  and  decidedly  against  the  measure.  I can  scarcely  give 
credit  to  their  bringing  it  on  now. 

I have  kept  my  mind  perfectly  free  from  every  prejudice  for 
and  against  the  subject,  and  I am  so  still ; but  no  person  has  yet 
said  a word  to  me  on  the  subject  of  Union  to  make  me  think  it  an 
advantageous  measure  for  either  kingdom.  Its  great  and  only 
advocates  are  men  who  do  not  belong  to  us,  or  absentees  wUo 
never  again  intend  to  visit  Ireland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Earl  of  Ely. 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  13,  1799. 

Lord  Castlereagh  has  communicated  to  me  your  Lordship’s 
letter  of  the  7th  instant. 

I lament  exceedingly  that  the  outline  of  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment between  the  two  countries  was  not  sufficiently  digested 
previous  to  your  departure,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  explain  to  your 
Lordship  the  general  ideas  of  the  King’s  Ministers  upon  this  most 
interesting  and  important  subject.  As  it  is  proposed,  before  any 
specific  plan  is  submitted  to  Parliament  for  its  consideration,  that 
the  measure  should  be  previously  gone  into  by  Commissioners, 
your  Lordship  will  have  ample  time  to  consider  it  in  all  its  parts, 
before  it  can  be  brought  to  a final  decision.  The  King,  by  the 
advice  of  his  Ministers,  feels  it  his  duty  to  recommend  to  his 
Parliament  in  both  kingdoms  to  direct  their  immediate  attention  to 
such  measures  as  may  appear  to  them  best  calculated  to  strengthen 
the  connection,  and  to  counteract  the  systematic  attempts  of  our 
foreign  and  domestic  enemies  to  separate  them. 

I am  confident  your  Lordship’s  disposition  to  give  effect  at  all 
times  to  His  Majesty’s  anxious  endeavours  to  promote  the  happiness 
and  security  of  Ireland  will  determine  you,  without  hesitation, 
decidedly  to  support  the  full  and  fair  investigation  of  a measure  of 
such  magnitude,  in  order  that  it  may  be  submitted,  with  every 
light  that  can  be  thrown  on  the  subject  by  men  of  the  most  exten- 
sive information  in  both  countries,  to  the  mature  dehberation  of 
Parliament. 

I think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that  your  oppo- 
sition to  a proceeding  so  reasonable  in  itself,  and  which  His 
Majesty’s  Ministers  consider  as  indispensable  to  the  internal  tran- 
quillity of  Ireland,  and  to  the  security  of  the  empire,  would  be 
considered  by  the  King’s  servants  in  both  countries  as  an  absolute 
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separation  on  the  part  of  your  Lordsliip  and  your  friends  from 
all  connection  with  His  Majesty’s  Government — an  event  which 
would  be  an  equal  subject  of  regret  to  me  in  my  private  and  public 
situation. 

I cannot  conclude  without  most  earnestly  requesting  your 
Lordship’s  presence  as  early  as  possible,  and  trust  you  will  feel 
the  indispensable  necessity  of  losing  no  time  in  apprising  yom’ 
friends  of  your  wishes  and  support  of  the  King’s  Government. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private  and  Confidential.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  16,  1799. 

I was  so  much  occupied  yesterday  that  I had  not  time  to 
return  an  answer  to  your  Grace’s  private  and  confidential  letter 
dated  the  10th  instant,  respecting  Mr.  Saurin. 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I read  the  respite  which  was 
allowed  by  the  postscript,  as  His  Majesty’s  commands  transmitted 
in  the  letter  were  so  pointed,  that  I should  not  have  felt  myself  at 
hberty  to  have  exercised  a discretionary  power  of  delay  in  carrying 
them  into  execution. 

Mr.  Saurin’s  conduct  with  respect  to  the  Union  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly blameable,  but  as  he  did  not  actually  carry  into  effect 
his  intention  of  giving  a military  appearance  to  his  opposition  to 
the  measure,  and  as,  on  discussiug  the  matter  with  Lord  Castle- 
reagh,  he  appeared  to  be  sensible  of  the  impropriety  of  such  conduct, 
I think  it  would  not  be  for  the  advantage  of  His  Majesty’s  service 
that  he  should  be  deprived  of  his  sfik  gown  unless  he  should  resign 
his  mfiitary  commission. 

Without  sustaining  any  actual  loss,  he  would  become  a more 
powerful  enemy  by  receiving  from  numerous  opposers  of  the  Union 
the  honour  of  having  suffered  martyrdom  in  the  cause ; and  I am 
afraid  that  punishments  which  do  not  affect  the  purse  wfil  not 
convey  much  terror  to  the  politicians  of  this  country. 

On  my  finding,  from  a conversation  which  I had  with  Sir  John 
Parnell  soon  after  he  landed,  that  he  was  determmed  not  to  support 
the  Union,  I have  notified  to  liim  his  dismission  from  the  office  of 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ; and  I shall  pursue  the  same  line  of 
conduct  without  favour  or  partiality,  whenever  I may  think  it  will 
tend  to  promote  the  success  of  the  measure. 
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Mr.  Corry/  the  member  for  Newry,  is  to  succeed  Sir  John 
Parnell.  j ]^ave  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  letter  of  the  10th  was  written  in  a very  different  tone  to 
the  postscript  which  gave  Lord  Cornwallis  so  much  pleasure.  In 
it  the  Duke  of  Portland  said,  that  he  would  have  excused  common 
opposition  from  Mr.  Saurin,  but  that  his  conduct  had  been  so 
extraordinarily  improper  that  he  had  represented  to  the  King  the 
necessity  of  depriving  him  of  the  distinction  he  enjoyed  as  King’s 
Counsel.  “ I am  ordered  to  desire  your  Excellency  to  inform  liim 
that  the  King  has  no  further  occasion  for  his  services.  It  is  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  it  is  because  ]\Ir.  Saurin  mixed  up  military 
and  ci^il  proceedings.” 

Before  this  letter  was  despatched,  the  Duke  of  Portland  re- 
ceived one  from  Lord  Castlereagh,  written  on  the  7th  of  January, 
in  which  he  said : — “ Mr.  Saurin  called  on  me  to-day.  I had  a 
very  long  conversation  with  liim ; I am  inclined  to  think  he  will 
not  persevere  in  his  intention  of  laying  down  his  arms.”  This 
communication  produced  the  Duke’s  postscript  to  the  effect  that, 
“ as  Lord  Castlereagh’s  letter  just  received  gives  hopes  Mr.  Saurin 
may  be  better  advised,  the  execution  of  the  above  orders  may  be 
suspended.” 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  ^ Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  21,  1799. 

Here  I am  embarked  in  all  my  troubles,  and  employed  in  a 
business  which  is  ill-suited  to  my  taste,  and  for  which  I am  afraid 
I am  not  qualified.  We  think  ourselves  tolerably  strong  as  to 
numbers,  but  so  little  confidence  is  to  be  placed  in  professions,  and 
people  change  their  opinions  here  with  so  little  ceremony,  that  no 
man  who  knows  them  can  feel  his  mind  quite  at  ease  on  that 
subject. 

The  demands  of  our  friends  rise  in  proportion  to  the  appear- 
ance of  strength  on  the  other  side ; and  you,  who  know  how  I detest 
a job,  will  be  sensible  of  the  difficulties  which  I must  often  have 
to  keep  my  temper ; but  still  the  object  is  great,  and  perhaps  the 
salvation  of  the  British  empire  may  depend  upon  it.  I shall  there- 


^ Right  Hon.  Isaac  Corry,  b.  1755,  d. 
May  15,  1813,  unmarried.  His  father  was 
a considerable  merchant  at  Newry,  for  which 
place  Mr.  Corry  sat  from  1776  to  the 
Union ; for  Dundalk  till  1802  ; for  Newry 
again  to  Oct.  1806;  for  Newport,  Isle  of 


Wight,  to  April,  1807.  Surveyor-General  of 
the  Ordnance,  1788  ; Commissioner  of  Reve- 
nue, 1789  to  1798  ; and  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  1799  to  1804.  He  held  the 
patent  office  of  Surveyor-General  of  Crown 
Lands  from  1799  till  his  death. 
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fore,  as  much  as  possible,  overcome  my  detestation  of  the  work  in 
which  I am  engaged,  and  march  on  steadily  to  my  point. 

The  South  of  Ireland  are  well  disposed  to  Union ; the  North 
seem  in  a state  of  neutrality,  or  rather  apathy  on  the  subject,  which 
is  to  me  incomprehensible ; but  all  the  counties  in  the  middle  of 
the  island,  from  Dublin  to  Galway,  are  violent  against  it. 

The  CathoKcs  on  the  whole  behave  better  than  I expected,^  and 
I do  not  think  that  popular  tumult  is  anywhere  to  be  apprehended, 
except  in  the  metropolis.^ 

Taylor  leaves  me  on  Wednesday  next,  and  a great  loss  he  will 
be  to  me ; but  he  will  be  exceedingly  useful  to  the  Duke  of  York. 
You  may  get  a good  deal  of  Irish  knowledge  from  him.  Littlehales 
has  many  good  qualities,  and  is  very  industrious,  but  it  is  a great 
disadvantage  to  succeed  Tnylor.  j 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  23,  1799. 

Yesterday  in  the  House  of  Lords,  as  soon  as  I had  delivered 
to  Parliament  the  Speech  at , the  opening  of  the  Session,  the  Earl 
of  Glandore  ® rose,  and  expatiated  with  ability  on  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  this  kingdom  from  its  internal  parties  and  divisions, 
on  the  similar  circumstances  which  had  formerly  disturbed  Scot- 
land, on  the  happy  effect  of  the  Union  upon  that  kingdom,  on  the 
natural  tendency  of  two  separate  Legislatures  to  form  distinct 
interests,  and  to  become  objects  of  speculation  to  foreign  powers. 
He  then  moved  an  address,  the  chief  object  of  which  was  to  recom- 
mend to  consideration  the  subject  of  a Legislative  Union  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  words  wherein  it  has  been  alluded 
to  in  my  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

Lord  Powerscourt  objected  to  the  Address  upon  the  ground 
that  the  House  was  incompetent  to  entertain  the  principle  of  a 
Legislative  Union,  and  that  therefore  the  subject  ought  not  to  go 
into  discussion  at  aU,  and  his  Lordsliip  moved  the  following  amend- 


' The  Roman  Catholic  Bishops  met  at  Lord 
FingalTs  on  the  16th.  In  a letter  of  that 
date  Lord  Castlereagh  says  that  his  report  of 
their  proceedings  was  probably  not  very  cor- 
rect, as  it  came  from  Sir  Boyle  Roche.  It 
afterwards  appeared  that  the  Bishops  were 
inclined  to  be  for  the  time  neutral. 

* On  the  17th  Mr.  Cooke  had  informed 
Mr.  Wickham  that  attempts  were  making  to 
create  a riot  on  the  day  of  the  meeting  of 


Parliament. 

^ John,  2nd  and  last  Earl  of  Glandore,  b. 
May  25,  1753,  d.  Oct.  20,  1815;  m.  Nov. 
26,  1777,  Diana,  dau.  of  George,  1st  Viscount 
Sackville.  He  was,  jointly  with  Lord  Carys- 
fort.  Master  of  the  Rolls  from  July  15, 1789, 
to  April  18,  1801,  when  Sir  Michael  Smith 
received  it  as  a judicial  office.  Lord  Glandore 
had  as  compensation  a pension  of  1307/.  a- 
year. 
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ment,  “ That  it  is  our  most  earnest  desire  to  strengthen  the  con- 
nexion between  the  two  countries  by  every  possible  means,  but  the 
measure  of  a Legislative  Union  we  apprehend  is  not  vitlmi  the 
limits  of  our  power.  We  beg  leave  also  to  represent  to  Your 
Majesty,  that  although  this  House  were  competent  to  adopt  such  a 
measure,  we  conceive  that  it  would  be  liiglily  impolitic  so  to  do,  as 
it  would  tend  in  our  opinion  more  than  any  other  cause,  ultimately 
to  a separation  of  tliis  kingdom  from  that  of  Great  Britain.” 

Lord  Bellamont  ’ approved  of  the  latter  part  of  the  amendment, 
but  requested  the  first  part  might  be  withdravTi,  as  he  objected 
going  into  the  question  of  competency.  This  produced  a debate 
wherein  Lord  Yelverton,  Lord  Carleton,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and 
other  Lords  supported  fully  and  ably  the  competence  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  upon  a question  whether  Lord  Powerscourt’s  motion 
should  be  vdthdi'awn,  there  appeared  Noes  46,  Ayes  19,  and  it  was 
then  negatived. 

Lord  Bellamont  then  moved  a second  amendment  to  expunge  the 
following  words : And  of  consolidating  as  far  as  possible  into  one 
firm  and  lasting  fabrick  the  strength,  the  power,  and  the  resources 
of  the  British  empme and  to  insert  ‘‘  so  far  as  may  be  consistent 
with  the  permanent  enjoyment,  exercise,  and  tutelary  vigilance  of 
our  resident  and  independent  Parliament,  as  estabhshed,  acknow- 
ledged, and  recognized.”  This  amendment  produced  a general 
debate.  Before  twelve  o’clock  the  House  divided,  52  to  16. 

I am  happy  in  being  enabled  to  state  that  the  general  disposi- 
tion shown  by  the  House  of  Lords  was  in  favom’  of  an  Union. 
Lord  Ely  did  not  divide,  but  went  behind  the  Tlmone. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  a similar  address  to  that  in  the 
Lords  was  moved  by  Lord  Tyrone,  and  seconded  by  IVIr.  Fitz- 
gerald,^ j\Iember  for  the  county  of  Cork,  who  both  spoke  firmly 
and  shortly  their  sentiments  in  favour  of  an  Union,  but  called  upon 
the  House  merely  to  give  the  subject  a discussion,  without  pledging 
them  to  the  principle. 

Sir  John  ParneU  followed,  and  opposed  in  a fair  and  candid 


‘ Charles,  5th  Lord  Coote,  and  only  Earl 
of  Bellamont,  to  which  rank  he  was  raised 
Sept.  4,  1767,  K.B. ; b.  April,  1738,  d.  Oct. 
20,  1800;  m.  Aug.  20,  1774,  Emily,  dau.  of 
James,  1st  Duke  of  Leinster.  During  Lord 
Townshend’s  Lord-Lieutenancy,  Lord  Bella- 
mont (then  Lord  Coote)  took  offence  at  not 
being  immediately  admitted  to  an  audience 
for  which  he  had  applied,  and  upon  Lord 
Townshend’s  return  to  England  allied  him 
out  in  a very  offensive  manner.  The  Hon. 


Mr.  Dillon  was  his  second,  and  Lord  Ligonier 
Lord  Townshend’s.  The  duel  took  place  in 
Marylebone  Fields  Feb.  2,  1773.  Lord  Bel- 
lamont was  severely  wounded.  Postmaster- 
General  from  July,  1789,  to  1797. 

2 Robert  Uniacke  Fitzgerald,  of  Corkbeg, 
b.  about  1750,  elder  brother  of  Sir  John 
Judkin  Fitzgerald,  Bart.,  of  Ultra-Protestant 
notoriety,  m.  Louisa  Petitot,  dau.  of  the  Rev. 
Richard  Bullen,  of  Currabinny.  M.P.  for 
Cork  county  from  Feb.  1798  to  July,  1806. 
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manner,  without  entering  into  topics  of  violence,  the  principle  and 
the  measure  of  an  Union  in  general.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  George 
Ponsonby,^  who  chiefly  dwelt  upon  the  incompetency  of  Parhament 
to  entertain  the  subject,  and  made  an  animated  appeal  to  the  passions 
of  the  House,  to  support  the  national  pride  and  independence ; and 
he  concluded  vdth  an  amendment,  ‘‘  That  the  House  would  be  ready 
to  enter  into  any  measure,  short  of  surrendering  their  free,  resident, 
and  independent  Legislature  as  established  in  1782.” 

Tliis  produced  a general  debate,  which  lasted  till  one  o’clock 
this  day,  when  a division  took  place,  in  favour  of  the  amendment 
105,  against  106 ; and  then  a second  division  took  place,  for  the 
Address  107,  against  it  105.  Upon  the  question  being  run  so 
close,  Mr.  Ponsonby  proposed  fixing  an  early  day  for  a debate  on 
the  principle,  but  Lord  Castlereagh  thought  it  prudent  to  inform 
the  House  that  he  should  not  persist  any  further  in  the  measure 
at  present.  On  being  asked  whether  this  declaration  meant  that 
he  would  not  renew  the  question  this  Session,  his  Lordship  said 
that  he  could  not  pledge  liimself  so  far,  that  it  had  been  the  object 
of  Government  to  let  the  people  know  that  it  was  then  decided 
opinion,  that  a Legislative  Union  was  the  only  measure  wliich  could 
heal  the  distractions  of  the  country,  and  secure  its  connection  with 
Great  Britaiu,  that  in  that  idea  they  were  unalterably  fixed;  he 
was  not  however  desirous  of  forcing  the  measure  with  any  precipi- 
tation, nor  against  the  wish  of  the  House.  If  however  the  state  of 
tliis  country  and  the  public  mind  should  change,  he  thought  m 
such  a case  he  should  be  justified  in  resuming  the  subject. 

The  debate  was  very  general  on  both  sides.  On  the  side  of 
Opposition,  violent  and  inflammatory,  especially  with  regard  to 
the  question  of  the  competency  of  Parliament,  wliich  was  gene- 
rally denied  by  them,  and  there  was  an  endeavour  to  control  the 
House  by  clamour,  which  had  an  effect  on  some  of  our  friends. 
The  principal  speakers  in  support  of  Government  were  Lord 
Castlereagh,  ]\Ir.  Fitzgerald,  member  for  Kerry,  Mr.  St.  George 
Daly,^  Mr.  Corry,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Os- 


* Right  Hon.  George  Ponsonby,  younger 
6on  of  Right  Hon.  John  Ponsonby,  Speaker  of 
the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  a grandson  of 
Brabazon,  1st  Earl  of  Bessborough  ; b.  March 
4,  1755,  d.  July  8,  1817  ; m.  May  18, 1781, 
Mary,  dau.  of  Brinsley,  2nd  Earl  of  Lanes- 
borough.  Excepting  the  trifling  appointment 
of  Counsel  to  the  Commissioners  of  Revenue, 
he  held  no  office  until  April,  1806,  when  he  re- 
ceived that  of  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  which  he 
resigned  April,  1807.  He  sat  in  the  Irish  Par- 
liament for  Wicklow  Borough,  1778  ; Innis- 


tiogue  1783  to  1790  ; Galway  Borough  from 
1797  till  he  was  elected  for  Wicklow  County 
(shortly  before  the  Union),  which  he  vacated 
when  he  became  Chancellor.  M.P.  for  Tavis- 
tock from  Jan.  1808  to  1812,  and  then  for 
Peterborough  till  his  death.  For  some  yeai’s 
he  was  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  England,  to 
the  dissatisfaction  of  many  of  that  party. 

^ St.  George  Daly,  son  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Denis  Daly,  and  brother  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Denis  Daly,  of  Dunsandle,  b.  1760,  d.  1829  ; 
m.  1803,  Louisa,  sister  of  Sir  Ralph  Gore, 
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borne, ^ Mr.  McClelland, ^ Mr.  Smith,^  Mr.McNangliten,^  Mr.  Alexander,^ 
Sir  John  Blaquiere,  Mr.  Conolly,  Mr.  Moore,®  and  General  Hutchin- 
son, and  several  country  gentlemen  made  declarations  in  favour  of 
the  measm'e.  The  smallness  of  the  numbers  which  supported  the 
question,  is  attributed  to  the  absence  of  many  of  liOrd  Ely’s,  Lord 
Downshire’s,'^  and  Lord  He  Clifford’s®  friends,  and  to  several  dis- 
appointments which  took  place  just  before  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment and  during  the  debate.  I have  omitted  to  mention  that  the 
business  in  the  House  of  Commons  began  by  a motion  of  privilege 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  George  Ponsonby,  who  moved  to  vacate  Lord 
Castlereagh’s  seat,  on  the  ground  that,  although  his  Lordsliip  had 
been  appointed  to  the  office  of  Chief  Secretary  by  Lord  Camden, 
and  merely  continued  by  me,  he  had  received  from  me  a new 


Bart.,  of  Manor  Gore.  Prime -Serjeant  Jan. 
28,  1799  ; Baron  of  the  Exchequer  June, 
1801  ; Puisne  Judge  of  the  King’s  Bench 
Oct.  22,  1803,  till  Feb.  1822,  when  he 
resigned  the  appointment.  M.P.  for  Galway 
Borough  from  i797  to  the  Union. 

1 Charles  Osborne,  b.  about  1765,  d.  Sept. 
2,  1817.  Commissioner  of  Appeal  from  1790 
to  1797,  and  Puisne  Justice  of  the  King’s 
Bench  from  July,  1802,  till  his  death.  M.P. 
for  Carysfort  from  1790  till  the  Union. 

2 James  M‘Clelland,  b.  1768,  d.  May, 
1831  ; m.  Dec.  1797,  Charlotte,  sister  of 
Richard  Thompson,  Esq.,  of  Arnagassan. 
Solicitor-General,  Jan.  1802  ; Baron  of  the 
Exchequer,  Oct.  1803,  till  his  death.  M.P. 
for  Randalstown  from  Feb.  1798  to  the 
Union. 

^ William  Smith  (afterwards,  Dec.  17, 
1808,  2nd  Bart.),  b.  Jan.  23,  1766,  d.  Nov. 
1836 ; m.  Aug.  13,  1787,  Hester,  dau.  of 
Thomas  Berry,  Esq.,  of  English  Castle.  The 
present  (1858)  Master  of  the  Rolls  is  his  son. 
He  was  appointed  Solicitor-General  Dec.  6, 
1800,  and  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  Jan.  1801. 
M.P.  for  Lanesborough  1794,  and  Donegal 
Borough  from  1797  till  the  Union.  Baron 
Smith  was  in  1834  the  subject  of  a violent 
attack  made  in  the  House  of  Commons  by 
Mr.  O’Connell,  who,  through  the  connivance 
of  Government,  carried  a resolution  intended 
to  compel  his  resignation ; but,  eight  days 
later,  it  was  rescinded  by  a majority  of  161 
to  155. 

* Edmund  Alexander  M‘Naughten,  b.  Aug. 
3, 1762,  d.  March  15, 1832,  unmarried.  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  in  Ireland,  and  then  in  Eng- 
land, from  April,  1813,  to  July,  1830,  and 
had  the  reversion  of  the  Searchership  of 
Cork.  M.P.  for  Antrim  County  from  1797 
to  1812  ; Orfoid  to  1826  ; and  Antrim  again 
to  1830. 


* Henry  Alexander,  b.  1763,  d.  May  6, 
1818  ; m.  1807,  a dau.  of  H.  Rivers,  Esq., 
of  Spring  Gardens.  ChaiiTnan  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  Ireland,  for  which  office  he  re- 
ceived as  compensation  a pension  of  500L 
He  afterwards  filled  the  same  situation  in 
England,  and  then  became  Colonial  Secretary 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  he  died. 
M.P.  for  Newtownards,  1787  ; Askeyton, 
1790 ; Derry  City,  1797  to  June,  1802  ; 
and  then  for  Old  Sarum  to  Nov.  1806. 

6 Stephen  Moore,  Esq.,  of  Barn,  b.  1748, 
d.  1829,  unmarried.  He  held  the  patent 
office  of  Accountant  and  Comptroller-General 
from  Feb.  27, 1796.  M.P.  for  Lanesborough 
1790,  and  for  Kells  from  1797  to  the  Union. 

^ Lord  Downshire  possessed  eight  seats 
certain:  two  for  Hillsborough,  Fore,  and 
Blessington  ; one  for  Carlingford  and  one  for 
Down  County.  His  share  of  compensation 
was  52,500?.  Lord  Ely  had  also  eight  seats : 
two  for  Bannow,  Clonmines,  and  Fethard  ; 
one  for  the  County,  and  one  for  the  Borough 
of  Wexford.  His  compensation  was  45,000?. 
Both  these  Peers  possessed  also  considerable 
influence  in  other  places ; and,  in  order  to 
swell  the  number  of  their  adherents,  they, 
according  to  a not  uncommon  practice,  fre- 
quently bought  seats  from  other  Borough 
proprietors.  It  was  by  such  purchases  that 
Lord  Longueville  mainly  obtained  his  strength. 

® Edward,  18th  Baron  De  Clifford,  b.  June 
20,  1767,  d.  Sept.  30,  1832  ; m.  Feb.  1789, 
Mary,  dau.  of  Joseph,  3rd  Earl  of  Mayo.  His 
influence  in  Kinsale  and  Downpatrick  was 
sufficient  usually  to  secure  the  four  seats, 
though  they  were  not  quite  close.  As  each 
borough  retained  one  seat  no  compensation 
was  given.  After  the  Union  Loi’d  De  Clif- 
ford lost  his  influence  in  Downpatrick,  but 
retained  it  in  Kinsale. 
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appointment  and  office.  After  much  debate  the  motion  was  with- 
di’awn.  It  seemed  to  have  been  countenanced  by  the  Speaker, 
who  discovered  strong  partiality  through  the  whole  debate. 

I have  the  honour,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  sitting  of  the  House  was  of  unprecedented  length.^  It  con- 
tinued without  intermission  from  about  4 o’clock  p.m.  on  Tuesday, 
J anuary  22,  until  I o’clock  p.m.  of  the  next  day. 

Including  Tellers  and  the  Speaker,  217  members  divided : 
seven  seats  were  vacant,  and  the  absent  members  were  76,  of 
whom  5 were  present  in  the  division  on  the  24th.  Of  the  mem- 
bers who  divided,  30  spoke  for,  and  45  against  Government ; and 
aU  contemporary  letters  and  newspapers  describe  the  debate  as 
being  one  of  singular  vehemence,  in  which  the  natural  warmth  of 
Irishmen  was  displayed  in  no  ordinary  degree. 

Before  the  debate  on  the  Address  began,  Mr.  Ponsonby 
attempted  to  prove  that,  by  continuing  under  Lord  Cornwallis  in 
the  office  of  Chief  Secretary,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  by 
Lord  Camden,  Lord  Castlereagh  had  vacated  his  seat ; but  this 
proposition  was  so  manifestly  untenable,  that  he  did  not  venture  to 
divide  the  House. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  who  had  expected  a very  different  result, 
transmitted  a few  days  afterwards  an  analysis  of  the  division  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland : — 

Voted  with  Government  on  the  Address,  or  on  the  Report  ..  ..  113 

Friends  absent 39 

152 


Voted  against,  who  had  been  expected  to  vote  for  (most  of  them 


having  distinctly  promised  support) 22 

Voted  against,  or  absent  enemies 129 

Of  these  might  be  bought  off 20 

Vacancies 7 


Out  of  9 Commissioners  of  Eevenue,  1 was  a Peer,  1 was  ill, 
3 voted  against,  and  only  4 with  Government. 


' The  longest  debates  ever  known  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament  were  those  on  the  Wal- 
cheren  expedition  in  1810  ; on  the  committal 
of  Sir  F.  Burdett  to  the  Tower  in  the  same 
year;  and  on  the  Refoi’m  Bill  in  1831.  In 
the  first  the  fourth  division  took  place  about 


8 A.M.  on  the  following  day ; the  second  also 
lasted  fifteen  hours  ; and  in  the  last  Mr.  Fer- 
gusson  found  the  House  still  sitting  between 
7 and  8 in  the  morning,  when  he  came  down 
to  take  his  seat  for  the  debate  of  the  ensuing 
night. 
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Marquis  Corwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  23,  1799. 

The  event  of  Tuesday’s  proceedings  in  Parliament  Aiill 
render  it  less  necessary  for  me  to  state  to  your  Grace  in  detail,  the 
reasons  wliich  would  have  induced  me  under  the  ad\dce  of  the  con- 
fidential servants  of  the  Crown,  to  recommend  that  the  measure  of 
Union  should  be  brought  into  discussion  upon  the  question  of 
enabling  the  Crown  to  appoint  Commissioners,  rather  than  upon 
particular*  resolutions  in  the  first  instance. 

The  principles  and  tone  upon  which  the  question  was  taken  up 
by  its  opponents  will  satisfy  your  Grace  that  if  numbers  were 
equally  divided  when  entering  into  the  discussion  at  all,  the 
temper  of  the  House  was  not  prepared  to  come  to  any  definitive 
decision. 

I have  only  now  to  express  my  sincere  regret  to  your  Grace, 
that  the  prejudices  prevailing  amongst  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mons, countenanced  and  encouraged  as  they  have  been  by  the 
Speaker  and  Sir  John  Parnell,  are  infinitely  too  strong  to  afford 
me  any  prospect  of  bringing  tliis  measm^e  ivith  any  chance  of 
success  into  discussion  in  the  course  of  the  present  Session. 

The  conduct  of  the  servants  of  the  Crown,  as  well  antecedent 
to,  as  during  the  debate  upon  the  measure,  gives  rise  to  a considera- 
tion of  very  dehcate  policy. 

I have  felt  it  indispensibly  necessary  to  remove  Sir  John  Parnell 
and  the  Prime  Serjeant,  both  originally  declared  opponents  of  the 
measure.  Mr.  George  Knox,  feeling  liimself  similarly  circum- 
stanced, resigned  his  seat  at  the  Revenue  Board,  which  I have 
since  offered  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  member  for  Kerry,  a young  man  of 
excellent  abfiities;  in  last  night’s  debate.  Colonel  Foster,^  Com- 
missioner of  the  Revenue,  Major  Cole  Hamilton,^  Commissioner  of 
Barracks,  Mr.  Neville,^  Commissioner  of  Accounts,  and  Mr.  Ha- 


' Hon.  Thomas  Henry  Foster,  only  son  of 
the  Right  Hon.  John  Foster  (the  Speaker),  by 
his  wife.  Viscountess  Ferrard  in  her  own 
right,  b.  April  15,  1772,  d.  Jan.  18,  1843; 
m.  Nov.  20,  1810,  Harriet,  dau.  and  sole 
heir  of  Chichester,  4th  and  last  Earl  of  Mas- 
sarene,  whom  she  succeeded  as  Viscountess 
Massarene.  Mr.  Foster  was  made  Commis- 
sioner of  Revenue  in  1798,  but  removed  as 
above.  M.P.  for  Dunleer  from  Jan.  1793  till 
the  Union  ; for  Drogheda  from  1807  to  1812; 
and  for  Louth  from  Feb.  1822  till  Feb.  20, 
1824,  when,  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  he 
became  Viscount  Ferrard. 


2 Hon.  Arthur  Cole  Hamilton,  2nd  son  of 
John,  1st  Lord  Mountflorence,  b.  Aug.  8, 
1750,  d.  April  25,-1822;  m.  1780,  L^titia, 
dau.  and  heir  of  Claudius  Hamilton,  Esq. 
Commissioner  of  Barracks,  June  4,  1798; 
M.P.  for  Fermanagh  county,  1783  ; Ennis- 
killen, 1790  to  1802. 

^ Richard  Neville,  of  Fumace,  b.  1745,  d. 
1822;  m.  1772,  the  only  dau.  and  heir  of 
Henry  Bannermann,  Esq.,  of  Ceoline.  M.P. 
for  Wexford  Borough  from  Oct.  1771  to  th 
Union,  and  afterwards,  with  intervals,  to 
Feb.  1819.  Had  been  Teller  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  Ireland,  and  soon  after  the  Union 
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milton,^  Cursitor  of  Chanceiy,  voted  with  Opposition;  Colonel 
Stratford,®  Paymaster  of  Foreign  Troops,  withdrew  previous  to  the 
division.  In  point  of  justice,  no  doubt  could  remain  of  extending 
to  them  an  equal  measm^e  of  treatment,  but  before  I proceed  to 
place  the  Speaker  and  so  many  others  in  general  hostility  to 
Government,  I feel  it  necessary  to  consider  how  we  shall  stand  in 
point  of  general  strength  in  order  to  meet  his  very  formidable  and 
active  opposition. 

Lord  Downsliire  and  Lord  Ely  partake  strongly  of  Opposition 
feelings  as  far  as  the  Union  is  concerned;  if  they  perceive  the 
dismissals  to  be  directed  with  a view  to  strengthen  Government  on 
this  question,  they  will  probably  feel  some  jealousy  of  the  principle, 
and  be  less  disposed  to  support  me  in  controlling  the  Speaker  and 
Sir  John  Parnell. 

I am  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  offer  your  Grace  a decided 
opinion  upon  the  most  prudent  course  to  pursue.  To-morrow’s 
busmess  may  furnish  me  with  better  materials  to  form  my  judg- 
ment upon,  and  I shall  not  fail  to  communicate  the  result  to  your 

I have  the  honour,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  tone  of  the  British  Government,  both  as  to  bringing  forward 
the  question  of  Union,  and  as  to  the  steps  necessary  to  be  pursued 
in  consequence  of  the  division  on  the  Address,  was  very  decided. 
On  January  17,  the  Duke  of  Portland  wrote  a despatch,  suggesting 
some  variation  in  the  plan  of  appointing  Commissioners,  who  were 
to  receive  instructions  laying  down  general  principles,  the  details 
of  which  were  to  be  discussed  at  their  first  meeting.^  The  Duke 
further  advised  that  no  Commissioners  at  all  should  be  nominated, 
until  addresses  iu  favour  of  the  Union  had  been  carried  in  both 
Parliaments,  and  he  added : ‘‘  But  I cannot  too  strongly  impress 
upon  your  Excellency’s  mind,  the  determination  of  His  Majesty’s 
Ministers  to  propose  this  measm^e  without  delay  to  the  Parliaments 
of  both  kingdoms,  and  to  support  it  with  all  the  weight  and  energy 

was  restored  to  that  office,  which  he  held  till  Jan.  2,  1801,  d.  March  7,  1823  ; m.  April, 
his  death.  1777,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  the  Rev.  Frederick 

' Alexander  Hamilton,  son  of  Baron  Hamil-  Hamilton,  grandson  of  the  3rd  Duke  of 
ton,  b.  1765,  d.  March,  1809;  m.  1795,  Hamilton.  M.P.  for  Baltinglass  from  1768 
Catherine,  dau.  of  Thomas  Burgh,  of  Donore,  to  1776;  Wicklow  County  to  1790;  then 
M.P.  for  Ratoath,  1789;  Carrickfergus,  again  for  Baltinglass  till  the  Union. 

1790  to  1797;  Belfast,  1798  to  Feb.  1800.  ® See  Defoe’s  ‘History  of  the  Union  with 

Cursitor  in  Chancery  1791  to  1799.  Scotland,’  in  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the 

2 Colonel  the  Hon.  John  Stratford,  son  of  Commissioners  in  that  case  proceeded  exactly 
John,  1st  Earl  of  Aldborough,  and  3rd  Earl  on  this  plan. 
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of  Government.”  On  January  26th,  after  hearing  of  the  virtual 
defeat  of  the  plan  suggested,  he  again  wrote  to  Lord  Cornwallis, 
leaving  it  entirely  to  his  discretion  to  remove  from  or  retain  in 
office  every  person  who  had  been  hostile  to  the  measure,  though  he 
expressed  a fear  that  perfect  justice  on  this  point  might  injure  the 
cause.  In  regard  to  Lord  Ely’s  conduct,  the  Dulte  said  that  he 
considered  it  deserving  of  any  punishment  that  could  be  inflicted, 
and  he  concluded  by  stating  that  whatever  might  be  the  result  of 
the  debate  upon  the  report  of  the  Address,  and  whatever  course 
the  Government  might  deem  it  desirable  to  take  as  to  refraining 
during  the  existing  Session  from  any  further  discussion  on  the 
subject,  he  was  directed  to  desire  the  Lord-Lieutenant  ‘‘  to  take 
care  it  should  be  understood  that  it  neither  is  nor  ever  will  be 
abandoned,  and  that  the  support  of  it  will  be  considered  as  a 
necessary  and  indispensable  test  of  the  attachment  on  the  part  of 
the  Irish  to  their  connexion  with  this  country.” 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Jan.  25, 1799. 

Yesterday,  upon  the  report  of  the  Address  to  the  King,  Sir 
Lawrence  Parsons  adverted  to  the  statement  which  had  been  made 
by  Lord  Castlereagh  at  the  close  of  the  former  debate,  wherein  his 
Lordship  had  stated  that  he  should  always  preserve  the  subject  of 
an  Union  with  the  British  Parliament  in  his  contemplation  ; how- 
ever he  should  not  press  it  while  the  sentiment  of  the  House  and 
of  the  country  continued  adverse.  Sir  Lawrence  observed,  that  as 
this  declaration  evinced  a determination  of  Government  not  to 
relinquish  the  project  of  an  Union,  but  to  take  every  advantage  of 
circumstances  in  order  to  carry  it,  it  became  a matter  of  necessity 
for  the  House  to  come  to  a declaration  on  the  subject.  He  then 
went  into  a general  argument,  and  concluded  by  moving  that  the 
annexed  paragraph  should  be  expunged  from  the  Address. 

Lord  Castlereagh  followed,  and  with  great  animation  deprecated 
the  House  pursuing  a line  of  conduct  which  was  attempted  under 
the  present  measure  of  drawing  the  country  gentlemen  into  a 
connexion  and  cabal  with  a party  who  were  adverse  to  them  in 
principle,  and  who  wished  to  make  them  the  dupes  of  their  faction. 
He  here  most  strongly  alluded  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Ponsonby  and 
his  friends  on  their  motions  for  arranging  the  Constitution  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  the  French  Departments,  and  on  their 
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secession  ifroni  Parliament  when  they  could  not  render  it  demo- 
cratic. 

His  Lordship  alsa  alluded  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bowes  Haly,^ 
who,  in  the  lobby  during  the  division  on  a former  night,  made  an 
attempt  to  pledge  the  whole  minority  to  act  together  as  a party,  and 
proposed  that  no  person  should  ever  accept  any  of  the  offices  which 
should  be  vacated  in  consequence  of  the  present  question.  He  at 
tlie  same  time  alluded  to  a meeting  of  the  Bar,  which  had  been 
held  in  the  morning,  when  116  barristers  had  returned  thanks  to 
the  late  Prime  Serjeant,  had  resolved  that  none  of  them  would 
accept  his  office,  and  had  agreed  to  an  address  to  the  Chancellor 
and  the  J udges  to  preserve  to  him  the  precedence  which  he  enjoyed 
by  his  office.^ 

His  Lordship  protested  most  strongly  against  the  indecency 
and  mischief  of  such  proceedings,  and  with  great  effect.  He  stated 
that  the  declaration  he  had  made  with  regard  to  not  pressing 
forward  the  question  under  the  present  sentiment  of  the  House, 
ought  to  be  satisfactory,  and  that  the  persisting  in  any  motion  on 
the  subject  after  such  a declaration,  could  only  tend  to  further  the 
views  of  those  who  had  shown  on  every  occasion  that  they  had 
more  at  heart  the  objects  of  their  own  ambition  than  the  real 
interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  followed  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  endeavoured, 
though  unsuccessfully,  to  clear  himself  from  the  charges  of  Lord 
Castlereagh,  and  the  debate  then  took  a general  turn,  and  the 
merits  of  the  question  were  spoken  upon  from  each  side  of  the 
House.  In  the  course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Smith,  son  to  one  of  the 
Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  delivered  a very  fine  and  complete  argu- 
ment on  the  general  question  of  the  Union,  which  made  very  great 


* Right  Hon.  Denis  Bowes  Daly,  b.  about 
1750,  d.  Jan.  28,  1822  ; m.  July  10,  1780, 
Charlotte,  dau.  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Pon- 
sonby, and  sister  of  William,  1st  Lord.  Mr. 
Daly  was  Muster-Master-General  from  April, 
1806,  to  March,  1807.  M.P.  for  Galway 
Borough  from  1776  to  1790;  for  the  King’s 
County  to  May,  1 802  ; again  for  Galway 
Borough  to  May,  1805,  when  he  was  returned 
for  Galway  County,  which  he  represented  till 
1818.  His  father.  Hyacinth  Daly,  m.  the 
heiress  of  the  M‘Coglans,  commonly  called 
“theMawrs,”  ancient  chiefs  of  Lower  Delvin, 
and  through  her  inherited  the  large  estates  of 
that  family  ; estates  said  to  have  been  trans- 
mitted in  direct  descent  from  father  to  son 
through  a longer  period  than  any  other  landed 
property  in  Ireland. 


^ On  the  first  motion-day  after  this  meet- 
ing, the  Chancellor,  as  usual,  called  upon  the 
counsel  to  move  according  to  seniority.  Mr. 
Saurin,  who  was  entitled  to  precedence  next 
to  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  refused 
to  move  before  the  late  Prime-Serjeant.  His 
example  was  followed  by  every  barrister  ex- 
cept Mr.  O’Grady  (afterwards  Chief  Baron 
and  1st  Viscount  Guiflamore),  and  Mr.  Beres- 
ford  (afterwards  2nd  Lord  Decies.  There- 
upon the  Chancellor,  who  had  previously 
intimated  his  determination  to  call  on  no  bar- 
rister a second  time,  declared  that  he  should 
discharge  every  motion  with  costs ; and  if 
such  conduct  were  repeated,  he  threatened  to 
consider  what  further  steps  should  be  taken. 
This  produced  the  due  effect,  and  the  Bar  did 
not  venture  to  persevere. 
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impression,' and  he  was  supported  by  Sir  James  Cotter,'  one  of  Lord 
Shannon’s  friends,  Mr.  M‘Clelland,  Mr.  Corry,  ]\tr.  St.  George  Daly, 
the  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Martin,^  and  many  other  gentlemen. 

The  debate  lasted  until  near  six  o’clock,  when  upon  a division 
there  appeared  109  for  exj)unging  the  paragraph,  and  104  against 
it ; the  Opposition  had  received  the  accession  of  three  friends  who 
had  arrived  in  town ; General  Taylor  changed  his  opinion  during 
the  debate ; Mr.  Charles  Knox,^  one  of  Lord  Abercorn’s  friends,  did 
not  appear ; and  Mr.  Conolly,  Sir  H.  Langrishe,  and  Mr.  Beresford 
were  iU. 

After  the  division,  Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  attempted  to  pledge  the 
House  by  moving  as  a substantive  Resolution  the  amendment 
which  had  been  rejected  the  night  before. 

Lord  Castlereagh  protested  against  tliis  measure  as  an  uncon- 
stitutional attempt  to  bind  the  House.  He  stated,  that  in  proposing 
the  measure  of  an  Union,  he  had  merely  complied  with  his  duty  to 
his  situation  and  to  liis  country,  in  bringing  forward  a measure 
which  he  and  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  under  whom  he  acted,  had 
considered  to  be  the  only  one  which  could  promise  to  restore  and 
secure  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland,  and  secure  its  connexion  with 
Great  Britain.  For  the  rejection  of  that  measure  the  House  was 
responsible.  A time  might  come,  and  he  believed  it  would  come 
soon,  when  the  country  and  the  House  would  view  it  in  a different 
light,  and  they  would  then  repent  the  precipitancy  and  temerity  of 
the  Resolution  which  was  proposed. 

On  this  Mr.  Fortescue,^  member  for  the  county  of  Louth, 
expressed  shortly  liis  determination  to  oppose  Mr.  Ponsonby’s 


^ Sir  James  Cotter,  Bart.,  b,  1748,  d. 
Feb.  9,  1829  ; m.  1st,  Anne,  dau.  of  Francis 
Kearney,  Esq.,  of  Garretstown ; and,  2nd, 
Isabella,  widow  of  James  Brereton,  Esq.,  of 
Carrigslaney,  and  dau.  of  the  Rev.  James 
Kingston  of  Aglish.  M.P.  for  Askeyton  from 
1761  to  1771,  Taghmon  to  1776,  Mallow 
from  1783  to  1790,  and  Castlemartyr  from 
thence  to  the  Union. 

^ Richard  Martin,  better  known  as  “Dick 
Martin  b.  1754,  d.  Jan.  6,  1834,  at  Bou- 
logne ; m.  1st,  Miss  Vosey,  of  Lucan,  near 

Dublin  ; 2nd,  Mrs.  Hesketh,  dau.  of  

Evans,  Esq.  M.P.  for  Jamestown  from 
1776  to  1790,  Lanesborough  from  1797  till 
he  was  elected  in  1800  for  Galway  County, 
which  he  represented  till  1806,  and  again 
from  1818  to  1827,  when  he  was  unseated 
on  petition,  it  being  distinctly  proved  that 
the  greater  number  of  his  tenants  had  polled 
three  times  in  his  favour,  and  that  wigs  and 
other  articles  of  dress  were  provided  for  the 
necessjuy  transformation  of  voters.  It  ap- 

VOL.  III. 


peared  also  that  he  had  been  very  indignant 
with  some  of  his  tenants  who  thought  that 
voting  twice  was  a sufficient  strain  on  their 
consciences.  When  the  Union  Bill  passed,  he 
applied  to  the  Commissioners  of  Compensation 
for  the  sum  of  lOOOL  on  the  plea  that  he  had 
given  2000^.  for  his  seat,  which  he  expected 
to  hold  for  eight  years,  whereas  he  had  only 
enjoyed  it  for  half  that  time  ! It  may  be 
needless  to  say  that  such  a claim  was  rejected. 

® Hon.  Charles  Knox,  6th  son  of  Thomas, 
1st  Viscount  Northland  ; b.  1767,  d.  Jan.  30, 
1825  ; m.  Dec.  20,  1804,  Hannah,  widow  of 
James  Fletcher,  Esq.,  and  dau.  of  Robert 
Bent,  Esq.,  M.P.  Mr.  Knox  was  M.P.  for 
Dungannon  from  1797  to  Feb.  1799.  He 
afterwards  took  Holy  Orders. 

William  Charles  Fortescue,  d.  June  24, 
1829,  unm.  He  was  2nd  and  last  Viscount 
Clermont,  to  which  title  he  succeeded  on  the 
death  of  his  uncle,  William  Henry,  only  Earl 
of  Clermont,  Sept.  30,  1806.  M.P.  for  Louth 
County  from  1795  till  1806. 
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Resolution.  He  said  he  had  acted  under  the  sentiments  of  his 
constituents,  and  if  they  should  alter  their  opinion,  he  should 
change  his  own,  and  that  he  never  w^oidd  consent  to  bind  himself 
against  their  possible  opinions.  Lord  Cole^  with  much  warmth 
protested  against  the  Resolution  on  similar  gTOunds ; iMr.  Acheson,^ 
Mr.  Maxwell,^  Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford,^  and  Mr.  French,^  followed  with 
eagerness,  and  Mr.  Ponsonby,  feeling  the  temper  of  the  House, 
withdrew  it. 

The  several  members  who  rose  took  an  opportunity  of  declaring 
that  their  opposition  was  entirely  confined  to  the  question ' of 
Union,  that  they  wished  to  separate  in  friendship  wdth  the  Admi- 
nistration, and  to  give  their  usual  support  to  all  measures  which 
might  be  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  Government  and  for 
strengthening  the  connexion  with  Great  Britain.  The  Address  to 
me  was  then  brought  forward,  and,  the  last  paragraph  being  ex- 
punged, was  agreed  to  by  the  House.  j 

COEXWALLIS. 


1 John  Lord  Cole,  afterwards  2nd  Earl  of 
Enniskillen,  K.P. ; b.  March  23,  1768,  d. 
March  31, 1840  ; ra.  Oct.  15, 1805,  Charlotte, 
dan.  of  Henry,  1st  Earl  of  Uxbridge.  M.P. 
for  Fermanagh  County  from  1790  till  he 
became  a peer,  May  22, 1803.  Created,  Aug. 
11,  1816,  Lord  Grinstead  in  England. 

2 Hon.  Archibald  Acheson,  afterwards  2nd 
Earl  of  Gosford,  G.C.B.  (eldest  son  of  Arthur, 
2nd  Viscount,  who  was  made  an  Earl  Feb. 
10,  1806;  he  refused  that  rank  in  1800, 
when  offered  to  him  for  his  voluntary  and 
strong  support  of  the  Union)  ; b.  1776,  d. 
Mai'ch  27,  1849  ; m.  July  20,  1805,  Mary, 
dau.  of  Pvobert  Sparrow,  Esq.,  of  Worlingham 
Hall.  Governor-General  of  Canada  from  J uly 
1,  1835,  to  March  30,  1838;  created  Baron 
Worlingham  in  England  June  13,  1835.  M.P. 
for  Armagh  County  from  1797  to  Jan.  14, 
1807.  His  ancestor.  Sir  Aj-thur  Acheson, 
father  of  the  1st  Lord  Gosford,  was  “the 
Knight”  in  Swift’s  poem,  ‘ Hamilton’s  Bawn.’ 

" Thus  spoke  to  my  lady,  the  Knight,  full  of  care, 
‘Let  me  have  your  advice  in  a weighty  affair.’  ” 

^ Rt.  Hon.  Colonel  John  Maxwell,  b.  Jan. 
18, 1767,  d.  Sept.  20,  1838  ; m.  July  4, 1789, 
Lucy  Juliana,  dau.  of  Arthur,  1st  Earl  of 
MountnoiTis.  He  took  his  maternal  name  of 
Barry  about  1800.  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in 
Ireland  from  1810  to  1817,  and  then  in 
England  to  May,  1823.  M.P.  for  Newtown 
Limavady  from  1797  till  the  Union,  and  for 


Cavan  County  from  1806  to  July  23,  1823, 
when,  on  the  death  of  his  cousin,  John  James, 
2nd  Eai’l  of  Farnham,  he  succeeded  to  the 
barony. 

‘‘  John  Claudius  Beresford,  3rd  son  of  the 
Right  Hon.  John  Beresford  ; b.  Oct.  23,  1766, 
d.  July  3,  1843  ; m.  March  3,  1795,  Eliza- 
beth, dau.  of  Archibald  Menzies,  Esq.,  of 
Caldares.  He  held  the  sinecure  office  of  In- 
spector-General of  Exports  and  Imports  in 
the  port  of  Dublin  for  many  years,  but  re- 
signed it  on  the  Union  question.  M.P.  for 
Sw’ords  1790,  Dublin  City  1797  to  1804,  and 
W’^aterford  County  from  Dec.  1805  to  1812. 
During  the  Rebellion  he  commanded  a corps 
of  yeomamy,  many  of  whom  were  supposed 
to  have  acted  with  more  vigour  than  humanity, 
and  on  the  door  of  the  riding-house  where 
they  assembled  for  duty  was  one  day  written, 
“ Mangling  done  here  gratis  by  Beresford  and 
Co.”  To  punish  him,  the  Rebels,  when 
they  seized  any  of  his  notes  (he  was  a banker 
in  Dublin),  burnt  them,  in  order  to  ruin 
him  ! 

® Arthur  French,  b.  1764,  d.  Nov.  24, 
1820  ; m.  Oct.  1784,  Margaret,  dau.  of 
Edmond  Costello,  Esq.,  of  Edmonstone. 
M.P.  for  Roscommon  County  from  1783  till 
his  death.  He  is  said  to  have  refused  an 
earldom  offered  to  him  if  he  would  support 
the  Union.  His  son  was  created  Lord  De 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  25,  1799. 

. . . Your  Grace  will  be  informed  by  my  official  despatch 

of  the  fate  of  Mr.  Ponsonby’s  attempt  to  commit  the  House.  I 
consider  the  party  as  partially  dissolved,  but  we  must  be  prepared 
to  find  the  Opposition  considerably  increased  in  strength. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  this  morning  resigned  his  office,  very  libe- 
rally expressing  his  wish  to  relieve  the  Administration  from  all 
difficulties  on  liis  account,  and  desirous  that  the*  support  which  he 
intended  to  afford  the  Government  on  all  other  questions,  might 
not  be  attributed  in  any  degree  to  his  Avish  to  retain  his  situation. 

Your  Grace  will  recollect  that  I stated  some  time  since  that  the 
Cathohcs  stand  aloof,  apparently  with  a view  of  inducing  Govern- 
ment to  compromise  with  them,  in  order  to  gain  popular  strength 
in  favour  of  the  Union.  Since  the  Opposition  has  assembled  in 
force,  I have  reason  to  believe  that  a negotiation  has  been  set  on 
foot  to  connect  them  with  the  opposers  of  the  measure.^  There 
was  every  disposition  in  the  leaders  of  the  Opposition  to  follow  up 
their  victory  with  addi'esses  to  restore  the  dismissed  servants  of  the 
Crown.  The  Bar  entered  into  resolutions  to  give  the  Prime-Serjeant 
precedence  as  at  present.  They  met  with  the  proper  rebuke  this 
morning  from  the  Chief  Judges,  particularly  the  Chancellor,  in 
their  respective  Comds.  I propose  that  the  Parliament  should 
adjourn  for  ten  days,  to  give  time  for  the  re-elections,  and  for  the 
arrangement  of  business.  j have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


The  lower  classes  of  United  Irishmen  availed  themselves  of 
this  opportunity  to  create  a disturbance.  The  violence  of  the 
Anti-Unionists  had,  as  Mr.  Cooke  anticipated,  excited  the  mob  of 
Dublin,  who  Avere  easily  induced  to  join  in  a popular  demonstration. 
A general  illumination  took  place,  the  houses  of  those  whose  votes 
had  rendered  them  obnoxious  were  attacked,  and  the  windows 
broken.  In  some  few  instances,  indeed,  opponents  of  the  Union, 
among  whom  was  Lord  Powerscourt,  equally  suffered.  The  troops 
were  called  out ; it  became  necessary  for  them  to  fire,  and  several 
persons  were  killed. 


’ Many  of  the  Anti-Unionists  (as  Lords 
Charlemont,  Farnham,  Enniskillen,  &c.)  had 


hitherto  been  equally  violent  as  Anti-Ca- 
tholics. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


[Secret  and  Confidential.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  26,  1799. 

Lord  Kenmare  has  informed  me  that  on  the  day  of  the 
meeting  of  Parliament  the  Ponsonbys  and  the  part  of  the  Oppo- 
sition which  was  the  least  indisposed  to  the  Cathohcs,  had  sent  to 
the  principal  persons  of  that  religion  in  the  metropolis,  to  assure 
them  that,  if  they  would  present  a petition  against  the  Union,  a 
motion  should  be  made,  as  soon  as  the  question  of  Union  was  dis- 
posed of,  in  favour  of  Catholic  Emancipation. 

His  Lordship  says  that  although  this  proposition  was  not 
accepted,  the  same  gentlemen  have  since  the  rejection  of  the  Union 
assured  the  Catholics  that  they  would  now  bring  forwurd  the  ques- 
tion. of  Emancipation,  and  he  expresses  his  apprehensions  that  him- 
self and  those  of  that  persuasion  who  wish  to  keep  their  brethren 
quiet,  will  not  have  sufficient  weight  with  them  to  prevent  their 
entering  heartily  into  the  measure. 

The  proposal  of  Union  provoked  the  enmity  principally  of  the 
boroughmongers,  lawyers,  and  persons  who  from  local  circum- 
stances thought  they  should  be  losers,  but  it  certainly  has  not 
affected  the  nation  at  large,  nor  was  it  disagreeable  either  to  the 
Catholics  or  to  the  Protestant  Dissenters.  Very  different  will  be 
the  effect  of  agitating  the  question  of  Emancipation,  especially 
when  the  Catholics  are  reminded  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
Government  to  continue  to  exclude  them  from  a participation  of 
privileges  at  the  Union. 

After  what  has  passed  in  the  discussion  of  the  Union  it  will 
not  be  possible  to  object  to  the  agitation  of  the  question  on  the 
ground  of  temporary  inexpediency,  and  it  will  be  difficult  under 
the  present  circumstances  to  throw  out  anything  in  debate,  that 
might  give  them  reason  to  expect  more  favourable  consideration  at 
a future  period. 

The  late  experiment,  however,  has  shown  the  impossibihty  of 
carrying  a measure  which  is  contrary  to  the  private  interests  of 
those  who  are  to  decide  upon  it,  and  wliicli  is  not  supported  by 
the  voice  of  the  country  at  large ; and  I think  it  is  evident  that  if 
ever  a second  trial  of  the  Union  is  to  be  made,  the  Catholics  must 
be  included.  j honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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William  Wickham,  Esq.,  to  Viscount  Castlerkagii. 

[Private.]  Received  Jan.  28. 

My  dear  Lord,  Whitehall,  Jan.  24,  1799. 

. . . I now  send  your  Lordship,  by  the  Duke  of  Port- 

land’s direction,  a dozen  impressions  of  tlie  IMorning  Post,  wliich 
is  the  paper  that  appears  to  me  upon  the  whole  to  contain  the  best 
report  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  speech  last  night.  It  is,  however,  after  all  but 
a miserable  sketch  of  the  most  impressive  and  one  of  the  most 
judicious  speeches  I ever  heard.  It  has  I think  completely  decided 
the  question  on  this  side  of  the  water,  where  people’s  minds  were 
much  afloat,  naturally  mucli  alarmed  by  the  accounts  that  have 
been  lately  received  and  industriously  dispersed  through  the  coun- 
try, of  the  extent  and  violence  of  the  Opposition  in  Ireland,  and 
generally  disposed  to  believe  that  the  Ministry  was  not  in  earnest 
in  this  attempt.  I believe  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  wish  to  have  spoken  on 
this  occasion  to  the  extent  to  which  he  was  obliged  to  go  by  Sheri- 
dan’s speech,  nor  in  fact  did  he  at  last  mean  to  do  anything  more 
than  remove  the  impression  made  by  the  most  mischievous  argu- 
ments used  by  that  gentleman ; but  it  was  impossible  to  do  even 
this  without  toucliing  on  the  great  question,  and  your  Lordship 
will  judge  from  the  imperfect  report  of  the  newspaper  how  forcibly 
and  at  the  same  time  how  judiciously  he  handled  it.  . . . 

Believe  me,  &c., 

William  Wickham. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Most  Secret  and  Confidential.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  28,  1799. 

I feel  it  my  duty  to  call  your  Grace’s  attention,  and  that 
of  His  Majesty’s  other  confidential  servants,  as  well  to  the  measures 
which  are  hereafter  to  be  pursued  in  the  government  of  this  king- 
dom, as  to  the  state  of  parties  which  is  likely  to  arise  out  of  the 
late  discussion  of  the  Union  and  the  removals  connected  with  it ; 
trusting  that  the  points  which  I shall  have  the  honour  of  sub- 
mitting will  receive  an  early  and  full  consideration,  and  that  I 
shall  receive  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  directions  for  the 
government  of  my  conduct  on  the  several  delicate  questions  which 
may  be  brought  into  public  discussion  in  the  course  of  the  present 
Session. 

The  question  of  Union  was  brought  forward  upon  the  principle 
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that  two  independent  legislatures  had  a tendency  to  separate,  that 
the  independent  legislatures  of  Ireland  and  England  had  shown 
tliat  tendency,  and  that  the  effects  of  it  were  felt  in  divisions  at 
home  and  attempts  of  invasion  from  abroad. 

Parliament  refuses  to  listen  to  the  question  of  Union,  at  the 
same  time  wishes  to  continue  and  strengthen  the  connexion.  The 
opposers  of  the  Union,  with  a view  of  consolidating  as  far  as  pos- 
sible their  party,  and  at  the  same  time  of  diminishing  the  motives 
which  exist  for  the  adoption  of  the  measure,  will  probably  bring 
forward  separately  several  of  tlie  points  which  are  relied  on  by  the 
friends  of  the  Union,  in  order  to  render  either  its  adoption  less 
necessary,  or  to  embarrass  Government  by  throwing  upon  them 
the  onus  of  rejecting  them.  ^ 

The  evils  proposed  to  be  cured  by  an  Union  are,  religious 
divisions,  the  defective  nature  of  the  imperial  connexion,  and  com- 
mercial inequalities.  Additional  motives  in  favour  of  the  measure 
have  arisen  from  an  expectation  that  it  would  lead  to  a regulation 
in  respect  to  tithes — the  most  comprehensive  cause  of  public  dis- 
content in  Ireland — and  an  arrangement  in  favour  of  the  Catholic 
and  Dissenting  clergy. 

These  questions  may  and  probably  will  be  brought  forward 
upon  an  Anti-Union  principle,  and  the  resistance  of  them  by 
Government  must  tend  to  divide  the  Parliament  and  the  kingdom 
into  Unionists  and  Anti-Unionists.  In  the  establishment  of  this 
party-principle  the  question  of  British  and  Irish  authority  will  be 
strongly  at  issue. 

The  religious  question  will  probably  be  first  taken  up.  It  is 
plain  that  upon  a mere  principle  of  pursuing  power,  ambition,  and 
revenge,  it  is  the  interest  of  the  Catholics  to  obtain  political  equality 
without  an  Union  ; for  as  the  general  democratic  power  of  the  State 
is  increasing  daily  by  the  general  wealth  and  prosperity,  and  as  the 
Catholics  form  the  greater  part  of  the  democracy,  their  power  must 
proportionably  increase  whilst  the  kingdoms  are  separate  and  the 
Irish  oligarchy  is  stationary  or  declining.  The  Catholics  therefore, 
if  offered  Equality  without  an  Union,  will  probably  prefer  it  to 
Equality  with  an  Union,  for  in  the  latter  case  they  must  ever  be 
content  with  inferiority ; in  the  former  they  would  probably  by 
degrees  gain  ascendancy. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  supporters  of  Emancipation,  many  of 
the  Anti-Union  party  will  now  take  up  the  Catholic  cause,  the 
better  to  defeat  the  question  of  Union.  They  will  thus  expect  to 
detach  the  Catholics  from  Government,  and  to  engage  the  mob  of 
the  whole  kingdom  against  the  Union. 
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Were  the  Catholic  question  to  be  now  carried,  the  great  argu- 
ment for  an  Union  would  be  lost,  at  least  as  far  as  the  Catholics 
are  concerned ; it  seems  therefore  incumbent  on  Government,  what- 
ever their  inclinations  might  otherwise  be,  to  prevent  its  adoption 
at  present.  Theii’  resistance  may  be  argued  on  the  grounds  that 
without  an  Union,  the  admission  of  the  Catholics  must  increase 
rather  than  diminish  religious  animosities,  by  the  alarms  which  it 
would  give  to  the  existing  establishments — an  evil  which  would  be 
in  a great  measure  if  not  altogether  avoided,  were  the  concession 
to  take  place  connected  with  or  after  the  Union. 

I am  of  opinion  that  the  measure,  hereafter  to  insure  its  suc- 
cess, must  be  proposed  on  a more  enlarged  principle  ; but  if  the 
immediate  object  of  Government  is  to  resist  the  Catholic  claims 
rather  than  to  renew  the  question  of  Union,  I much  doubt  the 
policy  of  at  present  holding  out  to  them  any  decided  expectations ; 
it  might  weaken  us  with  the  Protestants,  and  might  not  strengthen 
us  with  the  Catholics,  whilst  they  look  to  carry  their  question 
unconnected  with  Union. 

With  a view  to  obviate  some  of  the  imperial  embarrassments 
arising  out  of  our  present  principle  of  connexion,  a Pegency  Bill, 
making  the  Kegent  of  Great  Britain  ipso  facto  Kegent  of  Ireland, 
will  probably  be  proposed.  They  may  also  make  a parade  of 
offering  to  contribute  proportionably  to  general  expenses.  F arther 
than  this  I do  not  think  they  can  attempt  to  go ; and  I should  beg 
your  Grace’s  ideas  on  the  best  mode  of  meeting  these  propositions 
for  partial  and  imperfect  accommodation. 

The  commercial  question  will  be  urged,  and  stated  not  to  be 
necessarily  connected  with  Union.  It  cannot  be  pressed  at  present, 
however,  with  a very  good  grace  after  the  Parliament  has  refused 
even  to  deliberate  on  a question  of  imperial  safety. 

Your  Grace  must  be  aware  that  the  party  will  carry  the  feel- 
ings of  the  country  more  with  them  upon  the  question  of  tithes 
than  any  other.  They  will  press  Government  to  bring  it  forward, 
and  impute  their  refusing  to  do  so,  to  a determination  to  force  the 
question  of  Union  by  withholding  from  the  people  advantages 
which  might  be  extended  to  them  equally  by  the  Irish  Legislature. 

They  will  also  call  upon  Government  to  make  provision  for  the 
Catholic  and  Presbyterian  clergy,  as  they  have  been  taught  to 
expect  it.  How  far  this  measure,  which  appears  so  necessary  in 
itself,  should  be  ‘ postponed  and  connected  with  the  Union,  it  is  for 
Ministers  to  decide. 

I have  endeavoured  shortly  to  point  your  Grace’s  attention  to 
the  topics  of  which  the  Opposition  will  probably  avail  themselves. 
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and  your  Grace  will  observe  their  tendency  to  consolidate  an  Anti- 
Union  party,  contending  on  principles  common  to,  but  short  of, 
those  maintained  by  the  friends  of  the  measure. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., ' 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Eoss. 

Dear  ItoSS,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  28,  1799. 

You  will  have  seen  with  sincere  concern  the  unfavourable 
turn  which  things  have  taken  with  respect  to  the  Union,  and  you 
will  easily  conceive  the  mischiefs  which  must  follow. 

Although  all  the  persons  who  voted  against  that  measure  will 
not  act  together  as  a party,  yet  I have  no  doubt  a formidable 
opposition  will  remain  united,  and  that  questions  of  tithes,  emanci- 
pation, &c.,  &c.,  will  be  brought  forward,  which  will  tend  to  render 
Government  odious  to  the  Catholics  if  they  are  resisted,  and  if  they 
should  be  granted,  would  render  an  Union  at  a future  period 
impracticable. 

The  Catholics,  notwithstanding  tlieir  refusal  to  take  any  part 
as  a body  against  the  Union,  still  feel  that  their  claims,  even  on 
that  occasion,  were  to  be  resisted,  and  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that 
they  will  soon  be  disposed  to  unite  with  those  who  apparently 
endeavour  to  obtain  for  them  the  immediate  accomplishment  of 
their  wishes. 

In  the  mean  time  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
French  are  meditating  a serious  attack,  and  from  the  most 
authentic  channels  we  learn  that  the  disaffected  are  more  active 
than  ever  in  swearing  and  organizing  the  southern  provinces,  to 
which  quarter  we  have  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  next 
attempt  will  be  directed. 

For  myself  I see  no  hope  of  deliverance,  but  feel  that  I am 
doomed  to  waste  the  remainder  of  my  life,  and  sacrifice  the  little 
reputation  ^hich  the  too  partial  opinion  of  the  world  had  allowed 
me,  in  this  wretched  country,  where  nothing  can  prosper. 

God  bless  you.  Give  my  kindest  compliments  to  Mrs.  Boss, 
and  believe  me,  &c.,  Cornwallis. 

Right  Hon.  W.  Pitt  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.]  Received  Jan.  30. 

My  dear  Lord,  Downing  street,  Saturday,  Jan.  26, 1799. 

You  will  receive  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  an  official 
despatch  in  answer  to  the  accounts  which  came  this  morning  of 
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the  proceedings  of  the  first  day  of  your  Session.  I am  certainly 
much  disappointed  and  grieved  to  find  that  a measure  so  essential, 
is  frustrated  for  fhe  time  by  the  effect  of  prejudice  and  cabal.  But 
I have  no  doubt  that  a steady  and  temperate  perseverance  on  our 
part  will,  at  no  distant  period,  produce  a more  just  sense  of  what 
the  real  interest  of  every  man  who  has  a stake  in  Ireland  requires 
at  least  as  much  as  duty  to  the  country  and  the  empire  at  large.  ^ 
You  will,  I hope,  approve  our  own  determination  to  proceed  here 
on  Thursday  in  opening  the  resolutions  stating  the  general  outline 
and  principles  of  the  plan.  It  may  I think  be  done  in  such  a 
rnanner  as  to  show  how  much  Ireland  is  dependent  on  us  for  every 
benefit  she  now  enjoys,  and  to  lay  the  strongest  ground  for  resuming 
the  subject  in  the  Irish  Parliament  with  better  prospects,  either  in 
the  course  of  the  present  Session  (when  the  real  merits  of  the 
question  shall  have  been  more  fully  stated  to  the  public),  or  in  the 
next ; and  at  all  events  the  measure  is  one  which  we  cannot  lose 
sight  of,  but  must  make  the  grand  and  primary  object  of  all  our 
policy  with  respect  to  Ireland.  In  this  view  it  seems  very  desirable, 
(if  Government  is  strong  enough  to  do  it  without  too  much  imme- 
diate hazard)  to  mark  by  dismissal  the  sense  entertained  of  the 
conduct  of  those  persons  in  office  who  opposed.  In  particular  it 
strikes  me  as  essential  not  to  make  an  exception  to  this  line  in  the 
instance  of  the  Speaker’s  son.  No  Government  can  stand  on  a 
safe  and  respectable  ground  which  does  not  show  that  it  feels  itself 
independent  of  him.  With  respect  to  persons  of  less  note,  or  those 
who  have  been  only  neutral,  more  lenity  may  perhaps  be  advisable. 
On  the  precise  extent  of  the  line,  however,  your  Lordship  can  alone 
judge  on  the  spot ; but  I thought  you  would  like  to  know  from  me 
directly,  the  best  view  I can ‘form  of  the  subject.  We  shall  be 
impatient  to  hear  what  further  may  have  passed  in  Ireland  on 
Thursday,  but  whatever  may  have  been  the  result,  it  will  make  no 
difference  in  our  intention  of  proceeding  here  in  the  manner  I have 
mentioned.  We  have  no  hesitation  now  in  adopting  the  mode  of 
moving  specific  resolutions,  instead  of  only  proposing  to  appoint 
Commissioners,  because  the  great  object  now  must  clearly  be  to 
state  distinctly,  and  to  record  the  grounds  and  principles  of  our 
measure,  and  afterwards  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  impression  which 
may  then  be  produced  upon  the  public,  which,  I am  still  sanguine 
enough  to  think  will  be  a very  strong  one. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

W.  Pitt. 


* Sic  in  the  draft  from  which  this  letter  was  copied. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Secret  and  Confidential.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  30,  1799. 

I Lave  this  morning  received  your  Grace’s  letter  dated  the 
2 6 til  instant. 

The  subsequent  proceedings  in  the  Irish  Parliament,  with  the 
details  of  which  you  will  have  been  acquainted  by  Mr.  Elliot,  have 
not  materially  altered  our  situation,  and  only  prove  more  strongly 
what  was  before  pretty  evident,  that  we  can  have  no  hopes  of 
prosecuting  the  measure  of  Union  with  success  in  the  course  of  the 
present  session. 

Under  this  conviction  it  appears  to  me  to  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  we  should  make  a declaration  to  that  effect  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  adjournment,  as  I can  have  no  doubt  that  the 
Opposition  will  avail  themselves  of  the  alarm  which  the  proceedings 
in  the  British  Parliament  may  create,  to  press  forward  violent 
resolutions  in  order  to  pledge  those  members  against  an  Union 
Avho  have  not  yet  voted,  and  who  might,  from  considering  the 
advantages  held  out  by  England,  and  from  other  circumstances,  be 
induced  before  another  session  to  think  more  favourably  of  the 
measure.^ 

It  is  likewise,  in  my  opinion,  incumbent  upon  us  to  take  some 
immediate  line  with  respect  to  the  Catholics,  for  whose  support 
I find,  from  a conversation  which  I this  morning  had  with  Lord 
Fingal,  the  Anti-Unionists  are  eagerly  bidding.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested by  some  principal  persons  amongst  them,  that  they  may  be 
induced  not  to  separate  themselves  from  Government,  if  they  had 
reason  to  hope  that  a removal  of  all  local  disabilities  would  form  a 
part  of  the  Union,  and  that  they  would  be  satisfied  to  leave  the 
question  of  the  Test  Laws  to  the  future  decision  of  the  United 
Parliament. 

It  is  for  your  Grace  and  His  Majesty’s  other  confidential 
servants,  to  consider  how  far  you  would  intrust  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment with  a discretion  to  be  exercised  according  to  circumstances 
on  the  above  point ; and  also  if  it  should  appear  that  the  active 
co-operation  of  the  Catholics  in  support  of  the  measure  of  Union, 
could  be  obtained  by  holding  out  to  them  expectations  of  the 
favourable  disposition  of  Ministers  to  an  alteration  of  the  Test  Laws 

1 The  Duke  of  Portland  long  persevered  in  Lord-Lieutenant  to  declare  formally  that  no 
urging  Lord  Cornwallis  to  bring  the  question  further  steps  would  be  taken  during  the 
of  Union  again  under  discussion,  and  it  was  existing  session, 
not  till  early  in  March  that  he  authorised  the 
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in  the  United  Parliament,  whether  you  would  approve  of  general 
expectations  of  such  indulgence  being  held  out  to  them, 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  above  letter  from  Lord  Cornwallis  crossed  two  from  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  referring  to  the  same  subject.  In  one,  to  Lord 
Castlereagh,  dated  January  29,  he  writes : ‘‘  Catholic  Emancipation 
must  not  be  granted  but  tlrrough  the  medium  of  an  Union,  and  by 
the  means  of  an  united  Parliament.” 

On  the  30th  of  January  the  Duke  wrote  again,  that  ‘‘Even  if 
the  Opposition  try  to  bribe  the  Poman  Catholics  by  promising 
Emancipation,  the  Government  is  unanimous  in  opposing  it  in  the 
Irish  Parliament,  and  Lord  Cornwallis  is  to  state  that  whatever 
the  line  may  be  which  a Union  may  enable  the  United  Parliament 
to  adopt,  to  forward  the  benevolent  intentions  of  His  Majesty 
towards  any  part  of  His  subjects,  the  opposition  of  Government  to 
any  such  measure,  as  with  reference  to  the  Irish  Parliament  sepa- 
rately, must  be  uniform,  and  exerted  to  the  utmost.” 

William  Wickham,  Esq.,  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

My  dear  Lord,  Whitehall,  Feb.  6,  1799. 

. . . Arthur  O’Connor’s  house,  &c.,  have  long  since  been 

given  up.  His  uniforms,  arms,  &c.,  were  detained  as  proofs  of  his 
intentions ; but  as  he  had  never  paid  for  them,  some  were  returned 
to  the  tradesmen,  others  kept  by  the  Law  Officers.  As  to  money, 
the  individual  notes  were  detained,  but  1000?.  advanced  as  a loan ; 
but  on  his  acquittal,  all  his  money  was  returned,  and  the  loan  not 
caUed  in.  Yours,  &o., 

William  Wickham. 

The  above  was  written  in  consequence  of  an  application  made 
by  Arthur  O’Connor  for  the  restitution  of  his  property. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  13,  1799. 

I last  night  received  your'  letters  dated  the  3rd  and  4th, 
which,  on  account  of  the  weather,  have  been  long  on  the  road.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  our  prospect  here  does  not  brighten ; foUy, 
intemperance,  and  profligacy  are  bitter  enemies,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  contend  against  them.  The  Speaker  has  placed  himself  at  the 
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head  of  the  Anti-Unionists,  and  mil  convert  the  blind  passion  with 
which  they  are  precipitating  themselves  and  their  country  into 
certain  ruin,  to  the  purposes  of  his  private  interest  and  ambition. 
A begging-box  ^ is  going  round  for  him  after  the  example  of  Fox, 
and  I am  afraid  he  is  likely  to  retain  a majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  wliich  he  will  conduct  to  the  attack  of  the  British 
Ministry.  The  United  Irishmen  look  on  with  pleasure,  and  are 
whetting  their  knives  to  cut  the  throats  of  all  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  the  island. 

The  whole  of  the  South  is  prepared  to  rise  at  the  moment  that 
a French  soldier  sets  his  foot  on  shore,  and  the  people  in  Connaught 
are  hougliing  all  the  cattle  and  sheep,  for  what  piu’pose  God  knows, 
except  to  ruin  all  the  men  of  property,  and  destroy  the  supplies 
for  our  navy  and  colonies.  How  far  a Militia  composed  of  these 
very  men,  and,  in  spite  of  all  my  objections,  almost  entirely  dis- 
persed in  the  cabins  of  the  country,  can  be  depended  upon  to  fight 
the  battles  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  not  difficult  to  determine. 

The  patriotic  Iilsh  gentlemen  who  are  so  enraged  at  the  inso- 
lent interference  of  England  in  the  management  of  their  affairs,  if 
ever  they  dare  to  go  to  their-coun try-houses,  barricade  their  ground- 
floor,  and  beg  for  a garrison  of  English  Militia  or  Scotch  Fencibles. 

That  the  French  will  persevere  in  their  attempts  to  invade 
Ireland  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  if  they  should  succeed,  which 
God  forbid ! in  establishing  a war  in  this  country,  I shall  be  most 
happy  to  have  you  with  me,  and  shall  take  immediate  steps  to 
effect  it.  Yours,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  14,  1799. 

It  is  with  much  pain  I am  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  the 
lenient  measures  adopted  by  the  Legislature  at  the  instance  of  His 
Majesty  towards  the  close  of  the  last  session,  have  not  been  pro- 
ductive of  those  good  effects  in  recalling  the  people  to  a sense  of 
their  allegiance,  wliich  was  due  to,  and  might  have  been  expected 
from,  so  merciful  an  interposition  in  their  favour.  The  same  spirit 
of  disaffection  continues  to  pervade  the  lower  orders,  and,  though 

' An  attempt  was  made  to  raise  a sub-  that  it  was  expected  a large  sum  would  be 
scription  for  the  Speaker.  Mr.  Beresford  in-  raised.  The  scheme,  however,  totally  failed, 
formed  Lord  Auckland  (Jan.  26,  1799)  that  An  advertisement  appeared  in  the  newspapers 
he  was  told  Mr.  Bowes  Daly  had  prevailed  on  as  early  as  Jan.  16  to  notify  that  a sub- 
the  house  of  Latouche  to  promise  lOOOL,  and  scription-list  was  opened. 
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tlie  rebellion  is  less  openly  persisted  in,  it  does  not  fail  to  show 
itself  in  various  outrages  and  depredations,  not  less  destructive,  and 
infinitely  more  embarrassing  than  open  insurrection.  The  province 
of  Ulster  is  upon  the  whole  more  exempt  from  disturbance  than 
any  other  portion  of  the  kingdom,  but  even  in  this  quarter  the  dis- 
affected are  not  inactive,  and  in  the  county  of  Antrim  during  the 
last  month  the  houses  of  several  loyal  persons  have  been  by  night 
entered  and  stripped  of  arms.  In  the  other  provinces  the  treason- 
able disposition  exists  in  full  force,  and  a general  insecurity  prevails. 
The  mails  and  travellers  are  frequently  intercepted  and  robbed,  the 
roads  being  infested  with  banditti.  The  counties  of  Wicklow  and 
Wexford  remain  disturbed.  In  the  county  of  Cork  the  usual  re- 
sistance to  the  payment  of  tythes  continues,  accompanied  by  the 
cruel  persecution  of  those  employed  in  collecting  them  ; and  in 
the  West,  the  old  system  of  hougliing  cattle  has  been  of  late  revived, 
and  carried  to  an  extent  which  threatens  the  most  serious  conse- 
quences not  only  to  this  kingdom  but  to  the  empire. 

The  amount  of  the  cattle  destroyed  is  already  very  great.  The 
evil  pervades  the  counties  of  Galway  and  Mayo,  and  is  likely,  if 
not  speedily  checked,  to  extend  itself. 

I have  made  the  necessary  distribution  of  troops  to  repress  as 
far  as  possible  this  mischief,  but  your  Grace  must  feel  how  little  it 
is  in  the  power  of  the  military  to  prevent  the  commission  of  crimes, 
perpetrated  at  night  over  the  face  of  so  extensive  a district. 

I have  already  had  the  honour  of  stating  to  your  Grace  the 
difficulties  wliich  had  arisen  in  the  exercise  of  the  summary  powers 
enjoined  by  the  proclamation  of  May  24,^  and  approved  by  both 
Houses  of  Parliament — a difficulty  which  nothing  but  the  inter- 
position of  the  Legislature  can  solve,  so  long  as  the  King’s  Courts 
are  open. 

Under  the  peculiar  pressure  of  the  present  moment,  I have,  by 
the  advice  of  the  King’s  servants,  directed  a Bill  to  be  brought  into 
Parliament  on  this  subject  without  loss  of  time,  a copy  of  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  transmit  with  this  despatch. 

I could  have  wished  that  the  draft  of  a Bill  of  so  much  delicacy 
and  importance  had  been  revised  in  England  before  it  was  intro- 
duced here,  but  having  understood  from  your  Grace  that  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  was  approved  by  Ministers,  I have  thought  it 
inexpedient  to  delay  a measure  so  indispensable  to  the  public 

' This  proclamation  by  the  Lord-Lieu-  or  assisting  it  in  any  way.  Forty  Privy 
tenant  (Lord  Camden)  and  Council  ordered  Councillors  signed  this  proclamation,  and  on 
all  General  Officers  to  punish,  by  death  or  the  same  day  addresses  thanking  the  Lord- 
otherwise,  according  to  martial  law,  every  Lieutenant  for  it,  were  unanimously  carried  in 
pei-son  concerned  in  the  Rebellion^  or  aiding  both  Houses. 
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safety,  the  rather  as  we  shall  be  enabled  to  avail  ourselves  of  any 
suggestions  with  which  your  Grace  may  favour  me  in  the  future 
stages  of  the  measure.  j have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  difficulties  caused  by  the 
collision  between  civil  and  military  law.  Those  difficulties  still 
existed,  and  the  Bill  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  despatch  was 
intended  to  remove  them.  The  leading  Anti-Unionists  endeavoured 
to  induce  their  whole  party  actively  to  oppose  the  proposed  mea- 
sures, but  the  country  gentlemen  were  so  impressed  with  the 
inefficiency  of  the  ordinary  tribunals,  that  they  refused  to  concur 
in  such  a course,  and  the  Bill  was  read  a second  time,  without  a 
division,  February  25.  The  Anti-Unionists  next  endeavoured  to 
modify  its  provisions,  but  Lord  Castlereagh  declared  that  if  the 
Bill  were  rendered  less  stringent,  he  would  abandon  it  altogether 
as  useless,  and  that  no  alternative  would  then  remain  but  to  close 
the  Civil  Courts,  and  have  recourse  to  Martial  Law  alone. 

Mr.  Ogle,  in  the  hope  of  exciting  dissension,  endeavoured  to 
prove  that  Lord  Cornwallis  was  deviating  widely  from  the  system 
adopted  by  Lord  Camden,  and  Dr.  Duigenan,^  always  an  advocate 
for  violent  measures,  used  similar  language,  as,  although  himself  a 
Unionist,  he  was  actuated  by  strong  personal  hostility  to  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, with  whose  lenity  and  moderation  he  was  much  displeased. 

The  reply  to  those  assertions  was  obvious.  During  Lord 
Camden’s  administration,  rebellion  was  raging  and  therefore  ener- 
getic measures  were  necessary ; but  when  tranquillity  was  almost 
restored,  a milder  course  might  safely  be  followed.  A motion  to 
delay  the  Committee  for  one  day  was  negatived,  February  27, 
by  72  to  33,  and  the  only  amendment  formally  proposed  was 
rejected  the  same  evening  by  121  to  18.  Some  discussion  as  to 
the  details  of  the  Bill  took  place  with  the  British  Government,  by 
whom  several  alterations  were  suggested,  and  it  received  the  Eoyal 
Assent  March  25. 

The  principal  provisions  of  the  Eebellion  Act  were  to  enable 


^ Right  Hon.  Patrick  Duigenan,  Judge- 
Advocate,  and  afterwards  Judge  of  the  Pre- 
rogative Court,  b.  1735,  d.  April  11,  1816  ; 
m.  1st,  a dau.  of  Thonoas  Berry,  Esq.,  of 
English  Castle  (another  of  whose  daughters 
was  the  wife  of  Baron  Sir  William  Smith)  ; 

2nd,  Oct.  2,  1807,  the  widow  of  

Hepenstall,  Esq.  Having  no  issue,  he  left 
his  fortune  to  Sir  William  Smith.  Dr. 
Duigenan  was  educated  by  his  parents,  who 


were  in  a low  condition  of  life,  for  the 
Roman  Catholic  priesthood,  but  he  became  a 
Protestant,  and  entered  as  a sizar  in  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  where  he  soon  acquired  dis- 
tinction. His  political  views,  especially 
against  Catholic  Emancipation,  were  always 
extreme.  He  was  a member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Compensation.  M.P.  for  Old 
Leighlin  from  1791  to  1797,  and  then  for 
Armagh  city  till  his  death. 
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the  Lord-Lieutenant  to  direct  prisoners  to  be  tried  by  martial  law, 
whether  the  Courts  of  Law  were  sitting  or  not.  The  Courts-Martial 
were  to  be  constituted  and  assembled  as  the  Lord-Lieutenant  might 
direct,  and  had  power  to  inflict  capital  or  any  other  punishment. 
No  Court  of  Law  could  question  any  proceeding  of  theirs,  if  de- 
clared by  the  Lord-Lieutenant  to  be  done  under  his  authority,  nor 
was  any  officer  or  soldier  liable  to  be  tried  for  any  act  done  under 
the  authority  of  this  Bill. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Secret  and  Confidential,]  Received  Feb.  15. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall  [about  12]  Feb.  1799. 

. . . I must  in  the  first  place  acquaint  your  Excellency, 

that  it  is  considered  by  us  all  to  be  a necessary  and  indispensable 
preliminary  to  the  admission  of  any  overture  on  the  part  of  the 
Catholics,  that  the  consent  of  the  Protestant  supporters  of  Govern- 
ment should  be  obtained,  and  that  the  sentiments  of  the  Chan- 
cellor, Lord  Waterford,  Lord  Shannon,  and  other  personages  of 
that  description,  and  also  of  such  of  the  country  gentlemen  as  have 
pledged  themselves  in  support  of  the  question  of  Union,  should  be 
carefully  and*,  impartially  collected  i;especting  the  propriety  of 
opening  any  intercourse,  or  holding  out  any  expectations  of  com- 
pensation for  the  assistance  of  the  Catholics  in  the  attainment  of 
that  measure.  Previous,  therefore,  to  any  communications  with 
the  Catholics,  it  is  thought  right  that  your  Excellency  should 
inform  yourself  from  the  persons  above  mentioned,  and  particularly 
from  the  Chancellor,  whether  he  would  think  it  advisable,  under 
the  existing  circumstances  of  the  country,  to  give  to  the  Catholics, 
by  an  article  of  the  proposed  Union,  the  capacity  of  being  ap- 
pointed to  the  offices  reserved  in  the  Act  of  1793,  upon  the  con- 
ditions alluded  to  in  Lord  Castlereagh’s  letter,  or  upon  any 
others  whatever ; and  whether,  if  such  a concession  can  be  made 
with  safety  to  the  State,  and  without  offence  to  the  Protestant 
interest  in  general,  and  particularly  to  that  part  of  it  which  has 
proved  its  attachment  to  English  government,  and  manifested  its 
liberality  and  good  sense  by  its  support  of  the  principle  of  a Legis- 
lative Union,  the  influence  of  the  Catholics  is  sufficient  to  ascertain 
the  success  of  the  measure,  and  full  security  can  be  had  for  their 
performance  of  their  engagements.  ...  I have,  &c., 

Portland. 

P.S. — Some  ambiguity  might  arise  from  the  manner  in  which 
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tl,P  ^oDosal  stated  in  Lord  Castlereagh’s  letter  is  worded  as  the 

Catholics  from  the  -—ed  offices  ^ 

wS  as  from  Parliament.  I — Imwever 
admit  them  to  office  by  an  article  of  the  Union,  but  to  reserv 
thriuestion  of  their  sitting  in  Parliament  to  de™  of  the 
United  Legislature.  It  would,  however,  be  material  that 
should  be  more  precisely  explained. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  in  the  course  of  this  month  a,d^dressed 
several  letters  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  which  he  explains  the  view 
fr  hv  Government  of  the  Catholic  question,  and  states  his 

opinions  u^ntk]^  Illn'dsn  to  tJie  payment  of  the  Koman  Catholm 
rier^  and  Dissenting  Ministers,  and  says  that  any  proposition  of 
Stature  “should  meet  rvith  a favourable  reception,  and  a 
giral  good  disposition  should  be  manifested  to  entertain  and 

‘ discuss  it.” 

Makquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

M Lord  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  16,  1799. 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Grace  tliat  yesterday 
in  the  House  of  Commons  Lord  Corry'  moved  that  fhe  House 
should  resolve  itself  into  a Committee  of  the  whole  H^ouse  to  take 
into  consideration  the  State  of  the  Nation  The 
motion  were  to  league  the  country  gentlemen  who  ^^d  voted 
against  the  measure  of  Union  in  a general  opposition  to  Govern- 
rfent  and  to  enable  the  Speaker  to  deliver  his  sentiments  upon 
the  Union,  and  to  answer  the  statement  winch  had  been  made  by 

“'‘Hf  Lordship  not  having  prefaced  his  motion  with  any  particular 
statLent  of  the^ object  he  had  in  view.  Lord  Castlereagh  resisted 
it  upon  the  grounds  that  after  the  declaration  he  had  made  that 
Sie  subject  rf  Union  would  not  at  present  be  brought  forward  by 
him,  thi  motion  was  unnecessary;  that  if  it  was  mea,nt  to  * le 
House  irrevocably  against  the  principle,  it  was  , t 

it  could  therefore  only  tend  to  further  the  secret  views  of  a party 
which  was  endeavouring  to  commit  the  country  gentlemen  aga 
Government,  to  increase  the  impatience  of  the  people,  to  wea  e 

1 Wrset  Lord  Corry,  afterwards,  Fet  2,  Carrick.  Governor^  of  Jamaica  fromjov. 

20,  isoo’,  of  Tyrone  from  1797  till  he  suceeeded  to  the 
Juliana,' dan.  of  Henry  Thomas,  2nd  Earl  of  peerage. 
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the  power  of  the  executive  Government  by  creating  division,  and  to 
give  spirits  and  confidence  to  internal  traitors  and  foreign  enemies. 

IVIr.  George  Knox,  who  resigned  his  office  of  Commissioner  of 
the  Revenue,  took  the  opportunity  of  this  motion  to  declare  his 
determination  to  support  Government  upon  every  question  but  the 
direct  question  of  Union,  and  said  he  should  resist-  it  as  an  effort 
of  party.  This  gentleman  is  one  of  Lord  Abercorn’s  friends,  and  I 
know  that  his  Lordship,  having  considered  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Speaker  and  the  Opposition  Avas  directed  with  a view  to  overturn 
my  administration,  had  written  in  the  strongest  terms  to  his  friends 
to  support  it. 

Mr.  Tighe^  supported  Lord  Corry’s  motion  upon  the  grounds  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  English  Parliament,  and  the  apparent  deter- 
mination of  Ministry  to  proceed  with  the  measure  of  Union,  and  it 
was  upon  tliis  ground,  and  the  necessity  which  was  insisted  upon 
by  Opposition  of  counteracting  the  speeches  and  statements  of  the 
English  Cabinet,  that  the  debate  on  their  side  proceeded. 

In  the  course  of  it.  Lord  Corry  w^as  called  upon  to  explain  what 
were  his  intentions  if  the  House  went  into  a Committee,  as  it  had 
been  objected  that  a Committee  would  open  the  door  for  every 
member  to  make  what  inflammatory  speeches  he  pleased,  and  upon 
every  possible  subject  he  chose  to  bring  forward.  On  this  his 
Lordship  stated  that  his  sole  design  was  to  move  an  address  to  the 
King,  in  which  the  House  was  to  profess  its  determination  to  stand 
and  fall  with  Great  Britain,  but  at  the  same  time  to  assert  the  neces- 
sity of  maintaining  the  present  constitution  of  Ireland  inviolable. 

The  debate  continued  till  six  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  was 
well  supported  by  the  friends  of  Administration.  The  temper  of 
the  House  was  moderate  ; the  country  gentlemen  all  asserted  their 
disposition  to  support  Government,  except  upon  the  measure  of 
Union,  and  in  general  they  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  the 
address  was  by  no  means  designed  to  pledge  the  House  irrevocably 
against  an  Union  if  the  circumstances  of  the  kingdom  should  ma- 
terially alter. 

The  Right  Honourable  Colonel  King^  divided  with  Government, 
and  his  grand-nephew  Colonel  King^  went  away.  Mr.  Acheson  and 


' William  Tighe  of  Innistioge,  b.  May  5, 
1766,  d.  March  19,  1816  ; m.  1793,  Marianne, 
dan.  and  coheir  of  Daniel  Gahan,  Esq.,  of 
Coolquiel.  The  boroughs  of  Wicklow  and 
Innistioge  belonged  to  him.  He  represented 
Wicklow  Borough  from  1790  to  1797,  and 
Innistioge  till  the  Union.  His  biother  Henry 
was  husband  to  the  celebrated  authoress  of 
‘ Psyche.’ 

VOL.  III. 


^ Right  Hon.  Henry  King,  brother  of 
Robert,  1st  Earl  of  Kingston  ; b.  Feb.  18, 
1733,  d.  Feb.  23,  1821  ; ra.  July  28,  1757, 
a dau.  of  Paul  Annesley  Goie,  Esq.  M.P. 
for  Boyle  from  1761  to  the  Union. 

^ Colonel  the  Hon.  Robert  King,  2nd  son 
of  Robert,  2nd  Earl  of  Kingston  ; b.  Aug.  12, 
1773,  d.  Nov.  20,  1854  ; m.  Dec.  9,  1799, 
Frances,  dau.  of  Lawrence,  1st  Earl  of  Rosse 
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Mr.  MonseP  and  Mr.  H.  Stewart,^  who  had  before  divided  with  Op- 
position, left  them. 

Upon  the  dhdsion  there  appeared  123  against  Lord  Corry’s 
motion,  103  in  favour  of  it. 

I trust  the  effect  of  this  division  will  be  such  as  to  enable  me 
to  carry  forward  the  business  of  the  session  without  much  embar- 
rassment, but  the  debate  so  much  turned  upon  Lord  Castlereagh’s 
declaration  that  the  question  of  Union  was  for  the  present  asleep, 
that  I can  by  no  means  draw  any  inference  that  the  probability 
of  resuming  that  question  with  advantage  in  the  present  session  is 
in  the  slightest  degi’ee  increased. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Feb.  23, 1799. 

I am  concerned  to  state  to  yom’  Grace  that  this  kingdom 
is  growing  disturbed  in  many  parts,  and,  from  the  ch-cumstances  of 
preparation  at  Brest,  I am  induced  to  believe  that  the  renewed 
activity  of  the  disaffected  is  connected  with  the  designs  of  the 
enemy. 

In  the  counties  of  Mayo  and  Galway  the  evil  disposition  of  the 
lower  classes  has  taken  a new  direction : under  the  colour  of  an 
endeavour  to  lower  rents,  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  practice  of 
letting  lands  to  intermediate  tenants,  or,  as  they  are  called,  middle- 
men, the  lower  classes  have  combined  and  houghed  cattle  in  the 
night-time  to  a very  great  amount  in  these  counties,  and  these 
attacks  have  been  accompanied  with  every  species  of  barbarity. 
The  slaughter  of  sheep  and  black  cattle  was  so  great,  and  the  mis- 
chief was  spreading  itself  so  rapidly,  that  the  county  of  Galway 
has  been  placed  under  the  provisions  of  the  Insurrection  Act,  and 
I thought  it  right,  on  the  20th  instant,  to  issue  orders  for  executing 
martial  law  with  vigour,  a copy  of  which  I enclose  to  your  Grace. 
I have  mentioned  the  pretences  for  these  outrages,  but  I have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  connected  with  the  system  of 
United  Irishmen,  and  that  they  are  intended  to  prevent  the  supply 
of  the  navy  with  provisions  ; and  I learn  from  the  Prime  Serjeant, 

of  the  2nd  creation.  A General.  Created  1755;  m.  Aug.  1776,  Hannah,  dau.  of 

Lord  Erris  Dec.  27,  1800,  and  made  Vis-  Strettle,  Esq.  M.P.  for  Dingle  Icouch  from 
count  Lorton  May  30,  1806  ; M.P.  for  Boyle  1797  to  Jan.  15,  1800. 
from  May,  1798,  till  the  Union.  ® Henry  Stewart,  M.P.  for  Longford 

‘ William  Thomas  Monsel,  of  Tervoe,  b.  Borough  fiom  1783  to  April,  1799. 
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who  is  just  returned  from  his  election  at  Galway,  that  the  cattle  of 
several  landholders  who  were  suspected  of  disaffection  have  been 
spared,  and  that  Mr.  McDonald,  ^ who  headed  the  Rebels  in  Mayo, 
whilst  the  French  were  in  Ireland,  has  been  recently  traced  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  spot  where  the  houghing  of  cattle  fii’st 
appeared. 

From  secret  information  I cannot  but  apprehend  that  an 
endeavour  is  making  to  re-organise  Dublin  in  such  a manner  as  to 
prevent  meetings  and  consequent  discovery,  and  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  parts  of  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim  are  again 
ready  for  insurrection. 

Robberies  and  murders  continue  frequent  in  various  parts,  and 
there  is  every  symptom  that  the  mind  of  the  lower  classes  is  in 
general  much  agitated  and  preparing  for  new  mischief. 

I am  to  expect  much  opposition  to  the  Bill  for  legalising  the 
exercise  of  martial  law.  Mr.  Plunket,^  Mr.  Barrington,^  Mr. 
Moore,'*  and  other  lawyers,  are  against  the  principle  entirely. 
Some  of  the  country  gentlemen  wish  to  liave  the  Bill  modified  and 
restricted.  I shall  however  trust  that  the  measure  will  pass  with- 
out being  clogged  by  such  restrictions  as  will  render  it  inoperative. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


* The  person  here  meant  was  James  Joseph 
Macdowe//,  son  of  Joseph  MacdonelJ,  Esq.,  of 
Canacan,  a gentleman  of  good  property  in 
Mayo.  James  Joseph  Macdonell  was  origi- 
nally a merchant  at  Westport,  but  relinquished 
his  business,  and  was  called  to  the  bar.  He 
was  delegate  for  Mayo  at  the  Catholic  Com- 
mittee, which,  with  Byrne  for  its  President, 
met  in  Dublin.  He  joined  the  French  at 
Castlebar  in  1798  with  1000  men,  was  made 
a General,  and  exerted  himself  actively  as  a 
leader.  He  escaped  from  Ireland  before  the 
surrender  of  Humbert,  and  went  to  France, 
and  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  repoi  t of 
his  return  in  the  above  letter  was  correct. 
He  died  in  America  about  the  year  1848. 

^ Mr.,  afterwards  Right  Hon.  William 
Conyngham  Plunket,  created  l ord  Plunket 
June  1, 1827,  b.  July,  17(34,  d.  Jan.  4,  1854; 
m.  1791,  Catherine,  d.  of  John  M‘Causland, 
Esq.,  of  Strabane,  M.P.  Solicitor-General  in 
Ireland,  Oct.  22,  1803,  and  Attorney-General 
Oct.  1805,  to  May,  1807.  Jan.  1822,  again 
Attorney-General,  and  June,  1827,  Lord 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  sub- 
sequently, Dec.  1830,  Lord  Chancellor.  With 
the  exception  of  three  months  (from  Jan.  to 
April,  1835),  he  held  this  office  until  June 
22,  1841,  when  he  was  deprived  of  the  seals 
by  his  own  political  friends  to  make  room  for 


Lord  Campbell.  M.P.  for  Charlemont  from 
1797  till  the  Union,  Midhurst  Jan.  1807,  to 
1812,  and  then  for  the  University  of  Dublin 
till  June,  1827. 

^ Mr.,  afterwards  Sir  Jonah,  Barrington, 
Judge  of  the  Admiralty  Court,  b.  about 
1764,  d.  April  8,  1834;  m.  June,  1789,  a 
dau.  of  Edward  Grogan,  Esq.,  a silk-mer- 
chant, and  sister-in-law  of  Lundy  Foot.  He 
was  charged  with  embezzling  the  money  of 
suitors,  which,  in  virtue  of  his  office,  was 
lodged  in  his  hands:  in  1830  the  case  was 
brought  before  Parliament,  and,  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote  in  both  Houses,  the  Crown 
was  petitioned  to  remove  him  from  the 
Bench — a solitary  instance  of  the  degradation 
of  a Judge,  since  the  tenure  of  the  office  has 
been  “ during  good  behavioui’.”  M.P.  for 
Tuam  from  1790  to  1797,  and  Clogher  from 
April,  1798,  to  Jan.  1800.  He  wrote  a 
“History  of  the  Union,”  and  “Memoirs  of 
His  Own  Times,”  full  of  wonderful  state- 
ments, more  amusing  than  trustworthy. 

Arthur  Moore,  b.  about  1766,  d.  Jan. 
6,  1846;  m.  July,  1791,  Frances,  dau.  of 

Stoney,  Esq.,  of  Ballingarry ; Prime 

Serjeant  Dec.  29,  1802,  and  Judge  of  the 
Common  Pleas  from  July  23,  1816,  to  Feb. 
23,  1839.  M.P.  for  Tralee  from  Feb.  1798 
to  June,  1802. 
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The  Earl  of  Clare  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

My  dear  Lord,  Ely  Place,  Feb.  25,  1799. 

I send  you  a copy  of  the  Statute  for  enabling  the  Provost 
and  Senior  Fellows  of  Trinity  College  to  marry d Yon  will  I hope 
agree  vdth  me  that  if  I am  to  continue  Vice-Chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Dublin,  and  a Visitor  of  Trinity  College,  that  I have 
a right  to'  expect  from  the  Duke  of  Portland  an  acquiescence  in 
any  recommendation  I may  make  of  statutes  which  relate  to  the 
interior  economy  of  the  College ; and  I must  repeat  that  on  this 
subject  I feel  I have  very  strong  reason  to  complain  of  something 
worse  than  neglect  and  inattention  on  the  part  of  his  Glrace. 

Tliis  most  irksome  and  unpleasant  office  has  been  forced  on  me 
by  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  f and  nothing  short  of  a strong  sense 
of  duty  on  my  part  to  the  King’s  brother  should  have  induced  me 
to  accept  it.  I have  already  had  the  misfortune  of  holding- 
repeated  visitations  of  the  College,  which  I can  assert  with  con- 
fidence have  rescued  it  from  ruin ; and  I do  desire  that  it  may  be 
understood  by  the  Duke  of  Portland,  finally  and  explicitly,  that  I 
will  continue  to  hold  tlie  situation  of  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
versity and  Visitor  of  Trinity  College,  on  no  other  terms  than  those 
which  I feel  I have  a right  to  demand  from  him  and  from  every 
other  Minister  of  the  Crown.  I seek  not  to  dabble  in  patronage, 
but  after  the  labour  which  I have  undergone,  and  which  I must 
still  submit  to  in  keeping  that  seminary  within  any  reasonable 
limit,  I do  expect  that  when  I apply  for  any  statute  for  its  better 
government,  my  application  vill  receive  the  attention  wliich  I feel 
it  has  a right  to  command.  I cannot  see  any  good  reason  why  the 
Duke  of  Portland  should  interfere  with  me  on  a subject  so  pecu- 
liarly Avithin  my  province,  and  which  he  cannot  have  the  means  of 
understanding.  Yours  always  very  truly. 

My  dear  Lord, 

Clare. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

]\[y  I.ORD,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  28,  1799. 

On  Tuesday  last  the  Bill  for  the  more  speedy  suppression 
of  the  Kebellion  was  read  a second  time.  Upon  this  Bill  being 

^ The  statutes  (like  those  of  the  English  by  their  maiden  names.  Thus  an  invitation 
Universities)  prohibited  the  marriage  of  Fel-  to  dinner,  &c.,  would  run,  “ The  Rev.  Dr.  A. 
lows.  The  penalty  attached  to  this  rule  was  and  Miss  B.  request,”  &c. 
evaded  by  designating  the  wives  of  Fellows  ^ Chancellor  of  the  University. 
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first  introduced,  an  attempt  was  made  to  unite  all  the  persons  who 
had  voted  against  the  Union  in  opposition  to  it. 

One  principle  privately  urged  was,  that  it  gave  a power  to  the 
Ministry  to  force  that  question ; another  that  it  degraded  Parlia- 
ment, and  tended  to  prove  that  it  was  incompetent  to  manage  the 
country  ; that  it  therefore  should  be  considered  as  an  Union  ques- 
tion, and  that  if  it  were  to  be  allowed  to  pass,  it  should  be  restricted 
in  its  operations,  and  its  duration  limited  for  a few  months  or 
during  the  Session  of  Parliament.  I understand  that  the  Speaker, 
Sir  John  Parnell,  and  IMr.  Ponsonby,  sounded  gentlemen  on  those 
points,  but  it  was  found  that  so  many  of  the  country  gentlemen 
felt  it  their  duty  to  strengthen  the  Executive  Power  as  much  as 
possible,  that  all  attempts  to  cement  them  in  a regidar  opposition 
were  impossible.  Mr.  Ponsonby  therefore  and  Sir  John  Parnell  kept 
a backward  line,  and  it  was  determined  by  them  not  to  divide  on 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but  to  let  it  go  into  Committee.  This 
refusal  of  the  comitry  gentlemen  to  unite  against  this  Bill,  proves 
that  all  attempts  to  form  a party  against  Government,  with  a view 
to  overturn  the  Administration,  have  entirely  failed,  and  that,  how- 
ever on  some  particular  questions  a considerable  opposition  may 
appear,  there  is  not  any  probability  of  its  being  successful  in  any 
measure  which  is  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  King’s  Government. 

The  Attorney-General  opened  the  debate  in  a speech  of  con- 
siderable length,  in  which  he  entered  into  the  state  of  the  country 
and  the  necessity  of  arming  the  Executive  Government  with  a 
legal  authority  to  exercise  martial  law,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
clashing  of  jurisdiction  with  the  Courts  of  Law. 

The  chief  opposers  were  Mr.  Barrington,  Mr.  Dobbs,  Mr.  Plun- 
ket,  Mr.  Buxton,^  who  are  barristers,  and  Sir  Lawence  Parsons, 
who,  though  he  voted  for  the  Bill  going  into  Committee,  spoke 
against  its  principle  with  great  violence.  The  tendency  of  the 
opposition  went  to  modify  the  powers  and  to  localise  the  operations 
of  the  Bill.  Upon  this  Lord  Castlereagh  rose  to  defend  its  prin- 
ciple, and  to  declare  that,  if  the  Bill  were  to  be  modified,  he  would 
relinquish  it.  His  Lordship  stated  that  the  sole  object  of  the  Bill 
was  not  to  confer  any  new  power  or  prerogative  on  the  Crown,  but 
to  render  its  known  powers  compatible  with  the  continuance  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Coiuts  of  Law.  He  admitted  that  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Courts  of  Law  and  of  Martial  Law  could  not  constitu- 
tionally co-exist,  and  that  it  would  be  therefore  necessary  for  the 
Government  to  shut  up  the  Courts  of  Law,  and  to  prevent  all  the 

‘ There  were  two  Mr.  Ruxtons  in  Parlia-  b.  1767,  d.  Oct.  9,  1847  ; rn,  Jan.  18,  1802, 
nient,  both  for  the  borough  of  Ardce,  whicli  Anna  IMaiia,  dan.  of  'I'lionias  Forte><;ue  of 
belonged  to  the  family;  the  one  mentioned  Dromeskin.  M.P.  for  Ardec  from  1790  to 
in  the  text  was  William  Paikinson  Kuxton,  the  Union. 
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ordinary  administration  of  justice,  or  for  Parliament  to  authorize 
IMartial  Law  to  be  exercised  in  concurrence  mth  their  jurisdiction. 
His  Lordship  also  stated  broadly  this  principle,  that  upon  every 
great  emergency  the  Executive  Government  was  bound  not  to  wait 
for  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Legislature,  but  boldly  to  meet  the 
emergency  for  the  safety  of  the  kingdom,  relying  upon  its  ovm 
responsibility,  and  trusting  to  the  future  approbation  of  Parliament ; 
but  that  tliis  principle  disappeared  when  the  emergency  was  not 
transitory,  and  when  the  mischief  to  be  obviated  was  permanent, 
and  that  a new  principle  then  arose,  wliich  was,  that  the  Parliament 
never  ought  to  suffer  for  any  long  period  a continued  delation 
from  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  Constitution,  but  that  it  ought 
entirely  to  check  such  a deviation  if  improper,  or  to  legalise  it  if 
necessary.  Some  observations  having  been  thrown  out  by  Dr. 
Duigenan  and  Mr.  Ogle,  that  the  system  on  which  I had  acted  had 
been  different  from  my  predecessor  in  office,  his  Lordshij)  entered 
into  a satisfactory  explanation  on  that  subject.  He  contended  that 
the  true  principles  of  conduct  had  been  equally  applied  by  my 
predecessor  and  myself;  that  the  coercive  measures  which  were 
pursued  by  Lord  Camden  were  necessar}^,  on  the  breaking  out  of  a 
rebellion,  for  its  suppression ; and  that  I had  continued  the  system 
of  rigom*  whilst  the  force  of  the  Rebels  remained  in  any  degree 
collected,  but  that  when  they  were  dispersed  and  subdued,  I would 
have  acted  contrary  to  every  principle  of  policy  if  I had  endea- 
voured to  drive  the  remains  of  the  Rebels  to  desperation,  and  had 
not  opened  a door  for  their  return  to  allegiance.  His  Lordship 
also  showed,  from  documents  which  I had  supplied,  that  in  endea- 
vouring to  reclaim  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  to  attach  them  to 
the  mildness  of  our  government,  I had  not  failed  to  apply  on  proper 
occasions  a due  measure  of  severity ; and  he  exemplified  this  asser- 
tion by  stating  that  since  the  French  invasion  380  Rebels  had  been 
tried  by  martial  law,  that  131  had  been  capitally  convicted,  of 
whom  90  had  suffered  the  punishment  of  death. 

I understand  his  Lordship’s  speech  had  great  effect  upon  the 
House,  and  that  several  members  who  had  intended  to  have  voted 
against  the  Bill  withdrew  their  opposition.  . . . 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

COENTN’ALLIS. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  William  Wickham,  Esq. 

Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  28,  1799. 

I ha^  e laid  before  the  i^ord-Lieutenant  your  letter  of  the 
2nd  inst.,  together  with  that  of  the  Charge  d’Affaires  of  His  Prus- 
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siaii  Majesty,  in  which  he  desires  to  be  informed  whetlier  the 
Government  would  agree  to  sending  certain  of  the  Irish  Eebels  to 
serve  in  the  armies  of  the  King  his  master,  and  what  is  the  probable 
number  of  those  who  are  fit  for  this  purpose. 

I request  you  will  inform  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  that 
there  are  many  persons  fit  for  service  now  in  confinement  in  tins 
kingdom,  whom  it  is  intended  to  send  abroad ; and  that  it  appears 
to  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  under  all  the  circumstances,  an  eligible 
mode  of  disposing  of  them,  to  allow  them  to  enter  into  the  service 
of  foreign  princes  not  at  war  with  His  Majesty.  His  Grace  will 
therefore  be  pleased  to  communicate  this  intention  to  Mr.  Balan,^ 
and  request  to  know  from  him  what  number  of  men,  not  exceeding 
five  hundred,  would  be  taken,  what  mode  should  be  provided  for 
their  conveyance,  and  at  what  port  they  should  be  delivered. 

The  men  who  are  to  be  disposed  of  in  tliis  manner  are  for  the 
most  part  Kebels  who  have  been  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be 
transported,  and  from  the  present  state  of  the  country  the  number 
of  these  is  likely  to  be  increased ; but  there  are,  besides,  others 
who  may  probably  choose  to  enter  voluntarily  into  this  service,  to 
be  released  from  then-  present  confinement. 

I have  the  honour,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castlc,  Feb.  28,  1799. 

The  Earl  of  Clare,  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  University  of 
Dublin,  has  represented  to  me  that  it  would  be  proper  a new  statute 
should  be  made  permitting  the  Provost  and  Senior  Fellows  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  to  marry. 

I enclose  to  your  Grace  herewith  the  draught  of  a statute  for 
that  purpose,  and  request  you  will  lay  the  same  before  His  Majesty, 
with  my  humble  recommendation  that  His  Majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased  by  His  Loyal  Letter  to  establish  the  same  as  one  of  the 
statutes  of  the  College. 

And  if  His  Majesty  shall  be  graciously  pleased  to  consent 
thereto,  I request  your  Grace  will  move  His  Majesty  for  His  Koyal 


* M.  Louis  Balan,  Prussian  Charge  d’Af- 
i'aires,  b.  1769,  d.  Jan.  12,  1807  ; m.  1800, 
lUiss  Elizabeth  Barclay.  The  scheme  alluded 
to  was  carried  on  for  some  time,  and  about 
500  men  were  raised  and  sent  to  a small  place 
near  Waterford,  named  New  Geneva,  wliere 
some  Swiss  had  attempted,  but  without  suc- 


cess, to  make  a settlement.  Of  the  corps 
thus  formed  a portion  was  sent  abroad,  but 
the  plan  was  ultimately  abandoned.  Much 
correspondence  passed  throughout  the  year 
1799  on  the  subject,  but  as  it  led  to  no 
practical  result,  it  has  been  omitted 
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Letter,  directing  Letters  Patent  to  be  passed  under  the  Great  Seal 
of  this  kingdom,  for  establisliing  the  said  statute  as  one  of  the 
statutes  of  the  said  College  and  University.’ 

I have,  &c., 

COUN  WALLIS. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Marquis  Cornwallis. 


[Secret  and  Confidential  .j 

My  Lord,  March  3, 1799, 

- . . Your  Excellency  observes  to  me  that  the  lenient 

measures  adopted  towards  the  close  of  the  last  Session,  have  not 
been  productive  of  the  good  effects  expected  from  them.  I there- 
fore must  represent  to  you  tlie  propriety  of  having  recoirrse  to 
measures  of  a different  description,  and  of  aiding  your  endeavours 
by  the  immediate  interposition  of  the  strong  hand  of  Government. 
For  tins  purpose,  I should  propose  to  you  to  seize  in  every  quarter 
of  the  kingdom,  and  as  nearly  as  possible  at  the  same  time,  as 
many  of  the  principal  conspirators  and«their  abettors,  as  are  known 
to  Government,  and  to  secure  them,  as  far  as  your  means  permit, 
in  separate  places  of  confinement ; in  which  they  should  be  kept 
from  any  intercourse  with  their  associates,  who,  if  it  were  possible, 
should  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  place  of  their  detention. 

. . . I am  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  His  Majesty's 

servants  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  removal  of  the  State- 
prisoners  from  Ireland  is  a measure  which  is  indispensably  and 
immediately  necessary,  and  that  the  circumstances  of  the  times 
will  justify  us  to  yom’  Excellency  in  availing  ourselves  of  the  right, 
which  you  state  to  have  been  perfectly  understood,  of  retaining  any 
or  all  of  those  prisoners  in  custody  so  long  as  the  war  should  last, 
or  during  the  pleasure  of  Government,  notwithstanding  the  evident 
leaning  of  your  mind  at  the  same  time,  to  'think  that  stipulation 
entitled  to  a relaxation  which  would  hold  out  to  them  an  earlier 
prospect  of  liberation  from  their  imprisonment.  We  are  also  of 
opinion  that  the  places  suggested  by  your  Excellency  in  your 
despatch  of  loth  September  last,  as  those  at  wliich  they  might  be 
safely  stationed,  are  the  very  best  that  could  be  proposed. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Portland. 

' 'I'he  Duke  of  I’ortland,  who  had  been  adverse  to  this  statute,  gave  way,  and  it  was 
authorized  accordingly. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Secret  and  Confidential.] 

My  LoED,  Dublin  Castle,  March  11,  1799, 

I have  received  your  Grace’s  secret  and  confidential  letter 
dated  the  3rd  instant. 

No  precaution  or  exertion  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  give 
efficiency  to  the  vigorous  means  which  have  been  taken  by  llis 
Majesty’s  confidential  servants  to  enable  me,  by  powerful  reinforce- 
ments from  Britain,  to  counteract  and  repel  the  attempts  wliicli 
the  enemy  will  most  undoubtedly  persevere  in  making  to  invade 
this  distracted  country.^ 

When  I observed  to  yom^  Grace  that  the  lenient  measures 
adopted  towards  the  close  of  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  had 
not  been  productive  of  the  good  effects  expected  from  them,  I 
alluded  only  to  the  pardons  and  protections  which  were  held  out 
to  those  of  inferior  note  who  had  been  guilty  only  of  joining  in 
the  rebellion,  but  had  not  been  leaders,  or  committed  any  act  of 
deliberate  murder,  provided  that  tliey  returned  to  their  duty  and 
allegiance. 

It  was,  however,  far  from  my  intention  to  admit,  nor  do  I feel 
conscious  that  I have  sanctioned  one  act  of  improper  or  impolitic 
lenity,  or  that,  when  the  interposition  of  the  strong  hand  of  Go- 
vernment was  required,  it  was  in  any  instance  ever  withheld. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  m’ge  to  your  Grace  any  arguments 
in  favour  of  the  protections  and  pardons  which  were  granted  at 
the  time  I mention,  not  only  because  I conceive  that  the  expe- 
diency of  trying  such  a measure  must  be  obvious,  after  the  defeat 
and  dispersion  of  the  rebel  force,  but  on  account  also  of  its  having  ~ 
so  perfectly  coincided  with  the  sentiments  of  His  Majesty’s  confi- 
dential servants. 

The  seizure  of  persons  suspected  of  being  conspirators  or 
abettors  of  treason  has  been  invariably  practised  whenever  the  ■ 
public  safety  has  appeared  to  require  it,  and  within  these  few 
weeks  many  of  this  description  have  been  apprehended,  particularly 
in  the  counties  of  Down  and  Antrim. 

A clamour  has,  I know,  been  raised  against  this  Government 
for  not  affording  sufficient  protection  to  His  Majesty’s  loyal 
subjects ; but  I can  \ienture  most  confidently  to  declare  to  your 

^ This  refers  to  information  received  by  United  Irish  were  increasing  in  London  to  a 
Government,  from  sources  worthy  of  credit,  very  alarming  extent.  Happily  the  expecta- 
to  the  effect  that  a formidable  expedition  was  tions  of  an  invasion  were  not  realized,  as  the 
pre})aring  at  Brest,  destined  to  invade  Ireland  expedition  in  question  was  ultimately  sent  to 
in  March  or  April,  and  that  the  societies  of  Cadiz. 
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Grace  that  this  accusation  is  totally  unfounded.  A considerable 
portion  of  the  yeomanry  are  kept  on  permanent  duty,  at  a great 
expense,  solely  for  this  purpose,  and  the  Irish  militia  and  the 
Fencible  regiments  are  in  so  dispersed  a state  as  very  materially 
to  affect  then’  discipline,  and  to  render  it  exceedingly  difficult  to 
assemble  a sufficient  force  to  give  early  opposition  to  an  invading 
enemy. 

I am  sanguine  enough  to  believe  that  your  Grace’s  apprehen- 
sions of  any  material  change  in  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the 
yeomamy  in  general  are  not  well  founded,  and  I should  not 
conceive  that  the  ill-humour  which  was  occasioned  by  the  agitation 
of  the  Union,  would  render  those  of  the  metropolis  less  anxious 
than  formerly  to  defend  their  property,  Avhich  must  be  exposed  to 
great  hazard  by  any  convulsion  that  might  destroy  the  existing 
Government. 

Your  Grace  may  be  assm^ed  that  I shall  omit  no  means  in  my 
power  to  encourage  and  animate  the  whole  body  of  yeomanry  to 
a faithful  and  active  discharge  of  then  duty;  but  I never  can 
permit  them  to  take  advantage  of  their  military  situation  to  pursue 
their  private  quarrels  and  gratify  their  personal  resentments,  or 
to  rob  and  mm-der  at  their  discretion  any  of  then,  fellow-subjects 
whom  they  may  think  proper,  on  their  own  authority,  to  brand 
with  the  name  of  Eebels. 

The  determination  of  His  Majesty’s  servants  to  remove  the 
State-prisoners  from  Ireland,  affords  me  very  sincere  satisfaction, 
and  yoin  Grace  may  depend  upon  my  payuig  the  strictest  attention 
to  your  instructions  on  this  subject. 

I have  the  honom:  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  12,  1799. 

I received  the  honour  of  your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  3rd 
instant,  conveying  to  me  the  opinions  of  His  Majesty’s  confidential 
servants  with  respect  to  the  BiU  for  rendering  the  exercise  of 
martial  law  compatible  with  the  continuance  of  the  civil  juris- 
diction of  the  Courts  of  Law,  and  inclosing  to  me  the  draft  of  a 
Bill  prepared  by  His  Majesty’s  law  servaj,its  in  England,  which 
your  Grace  recommends  should  be  substituted  in  the  room  of  the 
Bill  introduced  here,  or  the  provisions  of  which  you  desire  may 
be  incorporated  with  it. 

I am  sorry  that  doubts  should  have  arisen  in  the  minds  of  His 
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Majesty’s  Ministers,  that  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  Attorney- 
General  had  the  slightest  tendency  to  call  in  question  the  legality 
of  the  strong  measures  to  wliich  my  predecessor  was  obliged  to 
have  recourse,  for  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  Bill  having  recited 
the  authorities  on  which  Lord  Camden  acted,  and  not  having  con- 
firmed them  by  an  enacting  clause,  did  virtually  acknowledge  their 
legality  to  the  fullest  extent. 

The  enacting  clauses  of  the  Bill  had  only  a prospective  opera- 
tion, and  bemg  coupled  together,  their  clear  and  only  intention 
was  to  allow  the  continuance  of  martial  law  in  concurrence  with 
the  ordinary  process  of  justice.  Upon  this  principle  alone  the  Bill 
was  founded,  and  debated  and  agreed  to  in  the  Commons. 

As  however  His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants  are  of  opinion 
that  the  principles  above  stated,  will  more  clearly  appear  and  be 
more  accurately  carried  into  effect  by  adopting  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  your  Grace  has  transmitted,  such  measures  as  were  in  my 
power  have  been  adopted  for  that  purpose. 

When  your  Grace’s  despatch  arrived,  the  Bill  having  passed 
the  Commons  was  before  the  Lords,  and  the  second  reading  had 
been  delayed  till  I could  have  received  your  Grace’s  answer  to 
my  letter  on  this  subject.  Consultation  was  immediately  held 
witli  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Cliief  Judges,  and  Lord  Pery,  as  to 
.amendments  suggested.  They  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
as  the  Assizes  were  on  the  point  of  commencing,  and  attendance  in 
the  House  of  Commons  was  thin,  it  would  be  liighly  objectionable 
to  withdraw  the  Irish  Bill,  in  order  to  substitute  the  BiU  trans- 
mitted by  your  Grace,  but  they  agreed  that  all  the  material  points  of 
it  might  be  easily  incorporated  by  amendments.  This  business  was 
undertaken  and  carried  througli  by  the  Chancellor,  and  I have  now 
the  honour  of  enclosing  to  your  Grace  a printed  copy  of  the  amended 
Bill,  and  which  I flatter  myself  will  fully  meet  the  sentiments  of 
His  IMajesty’s  Ministers. 

Your  Grace  will  find  that  every  point  has  been  carefully  taken 
up,  in  which  the  English  Bill  differs  from  ours,  except  as  to  that 
which  limits  and  localizes  the  exercise  of  martial  law. 

The  state  of  the  kingdom  is  such,  from  the  extended  nature  of 
the  conspiracy,  that  acts  of  rebellion  are  breaking  out  from  time  to 
time  in  almost  every  part,  and  as  the  rehef  to  be  applied  must 
often  be  immediate,  the  delay  of  waiting  for  a representation  to  be 
sent  up  to  Dublin,  and  a regular  Proclamation  to  be  issued  in 
consequence  of  specific  documents  being  laid  before  the  Council, 
might  be  ruinous.  It  has  therefore  been  thought  essential  to  the 
operation  of  the  Bill  not  to  restrict  the  pj’erogative  in  its  operation. 
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but  to  leave  it  as  free  and  uncontrolled  as  before,  so  that  I should 
have  the  power  during  the  continuance  of  the  rebellion  of  acting 
with  as  much  celerity  and  as  universally,  as  the  natiu’e  of  circum- 
stances  may  require.  i i^ave  the  honour,  &o., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

[Private.] 

I}eAR  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  March  14,  1799. 

I have  received  your  letter  dated  the  8th  instant,  with  the 
enclosures  respecting  Huntley’s  journey  to  Scotland,  and  you  may 
assure  him  that  I have  no  objection  to  his  returning  to  London, 
and  staying  there  as  long  as  may  suit  his  convenience,  unless  he 
hears  that  the  French  are  actually  coming,  and  then  I am  sure 
that  he  will  not  require  an  order  from  me,  to  make  him  hasten 
over  to  join  his  brigade.  The  letter  which  he  got  from  Moore  was 
a circular  one  to  all  officers  on  this  establishment. 

It  is  most  earnestly  to  be  wished  that  you  may  succeed  with 
the  Scotch  Fencibles,  as  the  precarious  tenure  on  which  we  hold  the 
English  militia  makes  me  very  uneasy.  The  Leicestershire  regi- 
ment (Duke  of  Eutland’s),  which  three  months  ago  so  handsomely 
agreed  to  stay  without  any  limitation  of  time,  have  now  desired  to 
retmm  to  England,  and  have  with  difficulty  been  prevailed  upon  to 
remain  here  till  the  1st  of  June.  The  Irish  militia,  besides  their 
total  want  of  all  idea  of  discipline  and  subordination,  from  their 
being  dispersed  in  small  detachments  over  the  whole  face  of  the 
country,  without  officers  or  non-commissioned  officers  who  are 
capable  of  taking  any  care  of  them,  are  certainly  not  to  be  de- 
pended upon,  even  in  point  of  fidelity,  in  the  event  of  a serious 
invasion  of  this  country,  and  all  that  can  be  expected  from  the 
yeomanry  is,  that  they  will  for  a time,  if  no  material  disaster 
happens,  keep  the  country  from  rising  behind  ns. 

Our  militia  regiments  are  daily  offering  their  services  in  Britain, 
and  several  have  extended  them  to  Europe,  and  some  to  any  part 
of  the  world.  I have  asked  permission  to  bring  in  a Bill,  to  enable 
us  to  accept  their  offer  as  far  as  Britain  and  Jersey  and  Guernsey, 
and  I really  think  that  if  tw^o  or  tlwee  regiments  were  to  be  sent 
to  England  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  and  taken  notice  of  by 
the  Xing  and  Duke  of  York,  it  would  have  a good  effect,  and  it 
would  certainly  very  much  flatter  the  vanity  of  this  country,  which 
is  one  of  its  most  powerful  passions. 

The  South  is  now  the  part  of  Ireland  that  is  by  far  the  most 
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agitated,  wliieh  loolvs  as  if  that  was  the  quarter  to  which  the  enemy 
meant  to  direct  their  next  attack. 

We  are,  I flatter  myself,  gaining  ground  with  respect  to  tlie 
Union,  and  I am  sanguine  enough  to  tliink  tliat  by  a change  in 
the  plan  of  representation,  that  great  and  salutary  measure  may, 
at  no  very  distant  period,  succeed.  j 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 


UeAR  UoSS,  Dublin  Castle,  March  20,  1799. 

We  are,  I trust,  ratlier  gaining  ground  in  respect  to  the 
Union,  but  in  the  general  indisposition  and  disaffection  of  tlie 
country,  I cannot  discover  the  smallest  improvement.  Our  Parlia- 
mentary opposition  is  for  the  present  at  an  end,  and  our  Kebellion 
Bill,  which  was  thought  on  your  side  of  the  water  so  strong  a mea- 
sure that  we  should  not  be  able  to  carry  it,  went  through  the 
House  of  Commons  with  acclamation,  and  I am  every  day  pressed 
to  act  upon  it  on  a much  larger  scale  than  I approve. 

Gardiner  ^ is  come  over,  and  looks  well,  but  is  much  changed  from 
what  we  remember  him  both  in  manners  and  in  spirits.  I am  to  see 
him  in  private  this  morning,  when  I mean  to  propose  to  recommend 
liim  to  the  Duke  of  York  for  the  Staff  in  this  country,  and  to  place 
him  next  in  command  to  Lake  in  the  province  of  I^Iunster. 

By  the  papers  of  the  16th,  war  on  the  Continent  appears 
inevitable,^  which  may  perhaps  relieve  us  from  the  dangers  which 
threaten  us  from  the  great  preparations  which  are  making  at  Brest 
and  in  the  Texel.  Our  army  is  so  dispersed  over  the  face  of  the 
country,  that  it  would  be  difficult  for  me  to  assemble  in  due  time 
a sufficient  force  to  oppose  a powerful  armament,  and  some  of  the 
Ministers  think  that  I do  not  indulge  the  gentlemen  of  the  country 
with  sufficient  detachments. 


^ Lieut.-General  William  Gardiner,  brother 
of  Luke  1st  Viscount  Mountjoy,  b.  Oct.  23, 
1748,  d.  June  25,  1806  ; m.  1777,  Mary,  dan. 
of  the  Rev.  Sir  Richard  Wrottesley,  Bart. 
She  had  been  a Maid  of  Honor.  He  had  long 
served  under  Lord  Cornwallis. 

The  Congress  of  Radstaat  had  been  sitting 
for  some  time,  but  both  parties  seemed  more 
disposed  to  resort  to  arms  than  to  trust  to 
diplomacy.  The  Austrian  army  was  sta- 
tioned on  the  Leek,  and  the  French  crossed 
the  Rhine  towards  the  end  of  February.  Al- 
though at  the  date  of  this  letter  no  formal 
declaration  of  war  had  taken  place,  the  French 


Ministers  had,  on  March  14,  been  forced  by 
the  Austrians  to  quit  Ratisbon  and  Munich. 
A large  fleet  was  assembled  in  the  Texel, 
under  Admiral  Story,  and  another  at  Brest, 
under  Bruix,  then  Minister  of  Marine.  A 
gale  of  wind  forced  Lord  Bridport  to  raise 
the  blockade,  and  the  French  sailed  for  Cadiz 
with  25  sail-of-the-line,  drove  away  Lord 
Keith,  who  had  only  15,  and,  forming  a 
junction  with  the  Spaniards,  the  united 
fleets,  numbering  upwards  of  40  sail-of-the 
line,  proceeded  to  Genoa.  Lord  Bridport, 
meantime,  went  to  Ireland,  where  he  had 
expected  to  find  the  French  fleet. 


7<S 


LOED  CX)ENWALLIS. 


Chap.  XX. 


Tlie  O’Connors,  and  about  twenty  of  the  principal  traitors,  are 
embarked  for  Fort  George,  where  I trust  they  will  not  find  many 
friends.  Tliis  is  not  yet  publicly  known. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

What  a sad  misfortune  the  death  of  poor  Horace  Cornwallis! 
I am  vastly  sorry  for  the  Bishop. 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.]  Received  March  22. 

My  dear  Lord,  Wimbledon,  March  , 1799. 

I have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th,  and  have  commu- 
nicated the  contents  to  Lord  Huntley  in  so  far  as  it  respects  him. 
He  is  returned  from  Scotland. 

I spoke  to  the  Duke  of  York  on  the  subject  of  the  Scotch 
Fencibles,  and  I expect  to  learn  from  him  immediately  what  number 
Sir  Kalph  Abercromby^  thinks  may  be  expected  from  thence  for 
the  service  of  Ireland.  My  own  idea  is,  that  you  may  get  four  or 
five  regiments  that  can  be  depended  upon,  and  I am  not  without 
hopes  of  getting  you  back  the  Sutherlands  by  forming  them  at 
once  into  a regiment  of  the  Line,  with  proper  officers.  I hope 
likewise  Huntley’s  regiment  may  be  augmented,  by  authorizing 
him  to  enlist  from  his  father’s  fencible  regiment,  which  refused  in 
that  character  to  go  to  Ireland,  I believe  fully  more  from  the  fault 
of  the  officers  than  of  the  men.  I shall  leave  no  stone  unturned 
to  get  you  as  large  a supply  of  force  as  possible,  on  whose  residence 
with  you  you  can  depend,  in  order  to  render  you  as  independent 
of  the  English  and  Irish  militia  as  possible.  What  you  say  of  the 
Leicester  militia  does  not  surprise  me.  From  the  time  that  any 
of  them  stirred  the  question  of  coming  home,  I had  little  de- 
pendence on  the  rest  remaining,  and  so  I believe  it  will  ultimately 
terminate. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  Irish  militia,  it  is  really  difficult  how 
to  dispose  of  those  who  have  offered  to  serve  out  of  Ireland.  Mayo 
and  Wicklow  I understand  are  two  of  the  best,  but  they  have 
offered  only  their  services  in  Great  Britain.  If  one  regiment  would 
go  to  America,  I think  it  might  be  very  well  disposed  of  in  Canada 
or  Nova  Scotia ; one  might  be  sent  to  Minorca,  one  to  Jersey,  and 
one  to  Guernsey.  O’Hara  says  he  has  too  many  Irish  in  Gibraltar 
already,  and  therefore  we  could  not  send  one  of  them  there.  If 

* Sir  R.  Abercromby  then  commanded  in  Scotland. 
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yon  think,  in  point  of  flattering  the  Irisli,  it  was  politi(‘ally  of  use, 
we  might’  witli  that  view  bring  two  of  them  to  Great  Britain,  but 
except  in  that  view  we  have  certainly  no  use  lor  them  here.  We  are 
perfectly  strong  in  point  of  home  defence.  Our  weakness  is  in  the 
want  of  regular  and  offensive  force,  and  we  shall  feel  it  strongly  if 
affairs  take  such  a turn  on  the  Continent  as  to  render  it  expedient 
for  us  to  take  a post  in  Holland  in  co-operation  with  the  King  of 
Prussia.  I cannot  lay  aside  hopes  of  matters  at  last  coming  to 
that  desirable  issue. 

This  deficiency  in  our  offensive  force  leads  me  to  put  the  ques- 
tion to  your  Lordship,  how  far  it  is  possible  for  you  to  prevail  on 
the  Irish  Parliament  to  give  us  the  power  of  recruiting  into  our 
regular  regiments  such  volunteers  from  the  Irisli  militia  regiments 
as  may  be  disposed  to  take  a bounty  for  that  purpose.^  I under- 
stand from  everybody  that  the  men  are  excellent,  and  the  defect 
in  these  militia  corps  arises  from  their  being  so  badly  officered. 
If  that  is  the  case,  and  if  we  could  be  permitted  to  fill  up  our 
regular  regiments  from  them,  it  w'ould  at  once  give  you  a most 
efficient  force  in  Ireland,  for  the  regular  regiments  might  be  re- 
cruited up  to  1000  strong.  If  you  had  ten  such  regiments  together 
with  the  British  Fencibles,  I think  you  would  then  be  safe,  and 
altogether  independent  of  either  Irish  or  English  militia.  When  I 
say  independent  of  English  militia,  I mean  it  in  no  other  sense, 
than  that  you  would  be  independent  of  their  caprice  in  coming 
away  whenever  they  take  it  into  their  minds  to  wish  to  get  home. 
I feel  this  to  be  so  important  a point  to  accomplish,  that  I cannot 
help  recommending  it  to  your  serious  consideration,  and  I shall  be 
glad  to  hear  from  you  on  the  different  particulars  of  this  letter  with 
your  first  convenience. 

I am  very  happy  to  observe  what  you  say  respecting  the  Union. 
It  will  certainly  not  improve  our  Houses  of  Parliament.  In  all 
other  respects  it  will  answer,  and  without  it,  Ireland  is  a country 
in  which  it  will  be  impossible  for  any  civilized  being  to  live,  and  it 
will  be  such  a thorn  in  our  sides,  as  to  render  us  for  ever  uncom- 
fortable, let  our  own  affairs  be  conducted  as  well  and  prosperously 
as  it  is  possible  for  the  wisdom  of  man  to  do. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Henry  Dundas. 

On  the  back  of  the  draft  of  this  despatch,  which  was  submitted 
to  the  King,  is  endorsed,  in  the  handwriting  of  George  III. — ‘‘  I can 
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by  no  means  encourage  the  idea  of  any  of  the  Irish  militia  coming 
to  Great  Britain  ; it  would  with  reason  offend  the  English  militia ; 
some  going  to  Jersey,  Guernsey,  or  North  America  might  be  coun- 
tenanced.— G.  E.” 

The  above  despatch  is  copied  from  the  draft  found  among  the 
Dundas  Papers,  as  the  original  does  not  exist.  Neither  has  any 
trace  been  found  of  the  reply  of  Lord  Cornwallis. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Duice  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  27,  1799. 

. . . I am  happy  to  inform  your  Grace  (perhaps  it  is  a 

tolerable  indication  on  which  side  the  strength  is  likely  ultimately 
to  he)  that  Lord  Ely  has  declared  positively  for  the  Union.  The 
alteration  intended  in  the  plan  for  the  representation  has  had  its 
weight  no  doubt  with  his  Lordship.  I cannot  but  consider  this 
determination,  taken  at  the  present  moment,  as  a very  favom’able 
omen,  and  extremely  important,  notwithstanding  it  is  clogged  with 
some  awkwardness.  He  has  brought  into  Parliament  a Mr.  Shaw^ 
and  Mr.  Luttrell.  Lord  Ely  says  that  neither  shall  vote  against 
us,  and  promises,  if  possible,  to  get  rid  of  Mr.  Shaw.  I should 
hope  the  Lord-Lieutenant  might  succeed  in  persuading  Lord  Car- 
hampton  that  his  son  had  not  sufficiently  considered  the  question. 
At  present  his  Lordship’s  efficient  force  is  reduced  to  six. 

I should  submit  to  your  Grace  whether  it  might  not  be  advan- 
tageous that  Lord  Downshire  should  be  early  apprised  of  the 
scheme  of  representation  at  present  in  the  contemplation  of 
Ministers.  It  might  perhaps  tend  to  reconcile  him.  His  declara- 
tion in  favour  of  the  Union  would  have  the  most  powerful  in- 
fluence.  . . . I have,  &c., 

' Castleeeagh. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  " Dublin  Castle,  March  28,  1799. 

The  business  of  our  Session  of  Parliament  is  nearly  over, 
and  I hope  in  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  to  adjourn,  until  the 

' Mr.,  afterwards  Sir  Robert  Shaw,  Bart.,  Lord  Ely’s  Borough  of  Bannow  from  IMarch, 
so  created  Aug.  17,  1821,  b.  Jan.  29,  1774,  1799,  till  Jan.  1800,  when  he  vacated  his 

d.  Marc  h 10,  1849;  m.  1st,  Jan.  7,  1795,  seat,  and  was  elected  for  St.  Johnstown,  Long- 
Maria,  dau.  and  sole  heir  of  Abiahani  Wil-  ford,  which  he  represented  till  the  Union, 
kinson.  Esq.,  of  Bushy  Park  ; 2nd,  July  2,  He  sat  for  the  city  of  Dublin  from  March, 
1834,  Amelia,  dau.  of  Benjamin  Spencer,  1804,  to  1826. 

Esq.  (M.D.)  of  Twickenham.  M.P.  for 
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return  of  the  Bills  shall  enable  me  to  prorogue.  At  all  events  I 
shall  move  to  the  Lodge  in  the  Park  in  the  course  of  next  week, 
which  is  a great  object. 

The  opinion  of  the  loyal  part  of  the  public  is,  from  everytlung 
that  I can  learn,  changing  fast  in  favour  of  the  Union ; but  I have 
great  reason  to  believe  that  the  United  Irishmen,  who  form  the 
great  mass  of  the  people,  are  more  organized  and  more  determined 
than  ever  in  their  purposes  of  separation,  and  their  spirits  are  at  this 
moment  raised  to  the  highest  pitch,  in  the  confidence  of  soon  seeing 
a French  army  in  this  country. 

The  dispersed  state  of  our  army  renders  our  situation  very 
embarrassing  with  respect  to  the  foreign  enemy ; but  I have  made 
every  possible  arrangement  to  obviate  the  difficulty,  and  by 
fixing  the  corps  and  the  General  Officers  that  are  to  be  stationary  or 
moveable,  in  the  latter  of  which  the  worst  are  not  comprehended,  I 
could  assemble  from  18,000  to  20,000  men,  for  the  defence  of 
Cork,  Limerick,  Province  of  Connaught,  or  Province  of  Ulster, 
within  tlu’ee,  four,  or,  in  one  instance  only,  five  days.  I beheve 
that  I mentioned  the  intention  of  putting  Gardiner  on  the  Staff,  to 
be  under  Lake  in  Munster.  He  is  much  the  same  as  to  manner 
and  action,  but  much  graver,  and  you  will  not  be  surprised  that  he 
does  not  open  his  mouth  so  much,  when  I tell  you  that  he  has  lost 
all  his  teeth.  Yours  ever, 

Cornwallis. 

The  change  of  feeling  in  regard  to  the  Union,  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  letter,  was  caused  principally  by  its  having  transpired 
that  material  alteration  would  be  made  in  the  details  of  the 
measure.  Lord  Castlereagh  had,  in  the  course  of  Februaiy, 
pomted  out  how  many  of  the  various  classes  affected  by  the  plan 
originally  proposed,  might  be  conciliated.  These  were,  1st, 
Borough  Proprietors,  who  might  be  compensated  ; 2nd,  the  pri- 
mary, and,  3rd,  the  secondary  interests  in  counties.  If  each 
county  had  but  one  member,  the  primary  interests  would  still  be 
predominant,  though  exposed  to  frequent  contests,  but  the  se- 
condary must  be  destroyed.  By  retaining  both  seats  all  parties 
would  be  gainers,  as  a seat  in  the  Imperial  Parhament  would  be 
of  greater  value  than  a seat  in  the  Irish  House.  4th,  Barristers, 
of  whom  there  were  fifty  in  this  Parliament:  they  had  always 
considered  a seat  in  Parliament  as  the  road  to  preferment. 
5th,  the  purchasers  of  seats,  who  might  receive  compensation. 
6th,  individuals  connected  either  by  residence  or  property  with 
Dublin. 
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Lord  Castlereagh  considered  that  1,500,000?.  would  be  required 
to  effect  all  these  compensations.  The  plan  of  Union  proposed  in 
1800  embodied  most  of  his  suggestions,  and  the  success  obtained 
was  owing  to  these  judicious  alterations. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  March  29, 1799. 

I lose  no  time  in  answering  your  Grace’s  despatch  of  the 
24th  instant,  which  I had  the  honour  of  receiving  by  Sleater  the 
messenger  yesterday  evening. 

I sincerely  congratulate  your  Grace  upon  the  important  event 
of  the  discussion  which  took  place  in  the  British  House  of  Lords 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Legislative  Union  with  this  kingdom, 
wliich  you  so  truly  represent  to  be  satisfactory  and  decisive ; and  I 
cannot  be  surprised  that  when  the  sentiments  of  both  Houses^  of 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  have  been  so  warmly  expressed 
upon  that  subject,  that  you  should  wish  that  it  should  be  considered 
here  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  that  this  kingdom  should 
not  lose  the  advantage  of  that  affection  and  liberality  which  is  so 
conspicuously  displayed  towards  Ireland. 

And  certainly  if  considerations  of  the  utmost  consequence  to 
the  final  success  of  the  great  arrangement  in  question  did  not 
powerfully  interfere,  I should  not  hesitate  entirely  to  accord  with 
your  Grace’s  sentiments,  that  His  Majesty  should  immediately 
recommend  the  proceedings  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament'  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  Irish  Legislature. 

But  as  the  mere  object  of  time  is  not  to  be  put  in  competition 
with  the  consideration  of  the  final  success  of  this  measure,  I must 
state  those  reasons  briefly  to  your  Grace  which  convince  me  that 
the  revival  of  the  question  of  Union  here  in  this  Session  would  be 
inexpedient. 

1.  Your  Grace  certainly  does  justice  to  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Castlereagh,  who  undoubtedly  stands  clear  from  any  pledge  upon 
the  subject ; but  I believe  that  many  gentlemen  are  impressed 
with  an  idea  that  it  is  not  to  be  at  present  revived,  and  the 
enemies  of  the  measure  would  consider,  however  without  ground, 
that  a revival  of  the  question  at  present  would  be  a violation  of 
Parliamentary  engagement. 

2.  A great  number  of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons 

^ Resolutions  on  the  Union  were  brought  was  149,  and  the  largest  minority  only  24, 
forward  in  the  English  House  of  Commons  as  the  Whig  party  was  much  divided.  The 
Jan.  31,  and,  after  several  discussions,  were  assent  of  the  Lords  was  given  on  April  11, 
finally  carried  Feb.  14.  The  largest  majority  and  the  joint  address  presented  April  29. 
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have  commissions  in  the  militia,  and  it  is  of  essential  importance 
that  under  the  expectation  of  invasion  which  exists,  they  should  be 
present  with  their  regiments. 

3.  Some  gentlemen  upon  whom  Government  have  not  any 
strong  influence,  and  who  are  rather  indifferent  on  the  subject, 
would  object  to  be  called  to  Parliamentary  attendance  in  the 
summer  months,  and  their  assistance  might  be  lost  at  present, 
which,  were  the  subject  to  be  introduced  at  the  ordinary  period  of 
commencing  business,  would  possibly  be  obtained. 

4.  It  could  hardly  be  expected  that  those  gentlemen  who  had 
voted  against  the  very  discussion  of  the  question  about  two 
months  ago,  should  so  suddenly  take  a part  in  contradiction  to 
themselves,  and  expose  themselves  to  every  insinuation  and  charge 
of  inconsistency. 

5.  By  the  amendment  which  was  made  in  the  address,  the 
Irish  House  of  Commons,  by  strong  implication,  though  not  per- 
haps expressly,  gave  an  opinion  against  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
of  Union ; and  it  is  a great  Parliamentary  maxim,  which  cannot 
easily  be  dispensed  with,  not  to  introduce  a second  time  in  the  same 
session  any  question  wliich  has  been  once  negatived. 

6.  I will  admit  with  your  Grace  that  much  good  effect  has 
resulted  from  the  discussions  in  England,  and  I have  reason  to 
believe  that  a change  of  sentiment  is  gradually  diffusing  itself, 
but  I by  no  means  consider  it  as  yet  so  general  or  so  confirmed,  as 
that  it  would  be  prudent  to  hazard  its  progress  by  reviving  the 
activity  and  animosity  of  its  opposers.  Possibly  as  much  benefit 
has  resulted  from  the  question  being  suffered  to  sleep  for  a time  by 
the  Irish  Government,  as  by  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  debated  in  England. 

7.  I am  also  assured  that  the  number  of  Parliamentary  converts 
is  not  by  any  means  as  yet  so  numerous  as  to  render  a second  dis- 
cussion safe,  and  your  Grace  cannot  but  be  aware  of  the  ill  conse- 
quence of  a second  defeat. 

8.  There  has  not  yet  been  time  or  opportunity  for  arranging 
the  details,  or  even  satisfactorily  describing  the  outlines  of  the 
plan  with  respect  to  the  representation,  which  your  Grace  has 
approved  on  Lord  Castlereagh’s  suggestion,  or  to  form  an  esti- 
mate of  the  effect  which  that  change  would  produce  upon  the 
country. 

Under  these  reasons  I should  hope  that  there  would  not  be  any 
difficulty  in  postponing  the  recommendation  of  the  question  from 
the  Throne  until  another  session,  which  might  be  called  so  soon  as 
circumstances  would  warrant. 
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The  business  of  Parliament  here  is  di'awing  towards  a close, 
and  I hope  the  House  of  Commons  will  not  sit  after  the  13th  of 
April ; so  that  if  the  address  upon  the  resolution  of  the  two  Houses 
of  the  British  Parliament  should  be  delayed  a few  days,  His 
IMajesty  would  not  have  any  regular  opening  for  mentioning  the 
subject  to  his  Irish  Parliament,  except  in  the  speech  wliich  is  to 
close  the  session,  and  I beg  leave  to  * suggest  to  yom’  Grace 
whetlier  a paragraph  may  not  with,  propriety  be  mtroduced  in  it 
in  which  I may  communicate  by  His  Majesty’s  commands  the  pro- 
ceedings which  have  taken  place  in  the  British  Parliament,^  may 
advert  to  the  different  conduct  of  the  Irish  House  of  Lords  and 
Commons,  of  which,  in  consequence  of  their  addresses,  His  Majesty 
has  cognizance,  and  express  His  Majesty’s  hope  that  the  time  may 
not  be  distant  when  the  only  branch  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  two 
kingdoms  which  does  not  seem  solicitous  for  the  accomplishment  of 
so  beneficial  an  arrangement,  may,  upon  a more  patient  and  deli- 
berate exammation,  come  forward  with  earnestness  for  its  adoption. 

I have  the  honoiu'  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Littlehales  to  Viscount  Donoughmore. 

]My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  April  1,  1799. 

I was  yesterday  duly  honoured  with  your  Lordship’s  letter 
of  the  28th  ult.,  and  having  communicated  its  contents  to  Lord 
Cornwallis,  with  .its  inclosure,  I have  the  pleasure  to  mention,  that 
his  Excellency  enjoins  me  to  return  you  his  best  thanks  for  the 
information  therein  contained. 

Lord  Cornwallis  is  exceedingly  happy  to  learn  from  your  Lord- 
ship,  that  with  respect  to  the  important  and  desirable  measure^of  a 
legislative  Union  with  Great  Britain,  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of 
respectable  persons  hostile  to  it,  appear  to  be  materially  changed, — 
if  not  positively  in  its  favour,  at  least  to  view  it  without  much 
repugnance.  This  alteration  in  the  minds  of  many  is  obvious  in 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  is  a confirmation  of  its  wisdom  and 
justice.  It  is  by  reflection  only  that  its  value  can  be  really  esti- 
mated. It  gives  his  Excellency  sincere  satisfaction  also  to  find 
from  your  Lordship’s  communication,  that  so  large  a proportion  of 
the  Catholics  are  unanimously  for  the  adoption  of  the  measure  of 
Union. 

I can  assure  your  Lordship  that  the  Lord-Lieutenant  is  by  no 

^ This  suggestion  was  adopted,  and  a para-  speech  with  which  the  Lord-Lieutenant  closed 
graph  to  that  effect  was  introduced  into  the  the  session. 
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means  disposed  to  act  upon  any  anonymous  information  that  may 
be  laid  before  him,  but  his  Excellency  considers  that  it  ought  never 
to  be  disregarded ; and  within  my  own  knowledge,  many  anony- 
mous papers,  wild  and  improbable  as  they  appeared  in  the  first 
instance,  have,  upon  investigation,  merited  attention.  Of  the 
immediate  circumstance  to  which  your  Lordship  alludes  I am 
ignorant ; but  no  doubt,  my  Lord,  you  are  persuaded  that  no 
anonymous  account  will,  in  Lord  Cornwallis’s  estimation,  be  con- 
sidered sufficient  grounds  for  criminating  any  individual,  far  less 
those  of  respectable  character.” 

His  Excellency  most  perfectly  coincides  in  opinion  with  your 
Lordship,  that  ‘‘notliing  is  to  be  more  g-uarded  against  than  the 
application  of  the  strong  powers  of  coercion  with  which  the 
Rebellion  Act  has  armed  the  executive  Government,”  and  that  in 
the  very  spirit  of  this  impression,  has  Lord  Cornwallis  resisted  a 
strong  representation  of  the  necessity  of  martial  law,  in  the  imme- 
diate county  where  your  Lordship  resides,  in  consequence  of  the 
magistrates  and  gentry  being  averse  to  have  recourse  to  that  sad 
alternative.  I h^ve,  &c., 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  William  Wickham,  Esq. 


[Most  Secret.] 

Hear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  April  2,  1799. 

I have  the  honour  of  enclosing  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  an  abstract  of  some  information 
received  from  Mr.  j\IcGuicheri,^  who  is  secretly  employed,  of  Mr. 
Conway,^  who  was  one  of  the  Directory  at  Cork,  and  of  James 
Hughes,  who  was  one  of  the  chiefs  of  banditti  that  infested  the 
Wicklow  Mountains. 

From  these  documents,  and  the  disturbances  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  country,  it  is  evident  that  the  state-prisoners  were 


* James  M‘Guichen,  of  Belfast,  deeply  con- 
nected with  the  Rebels,  whose  solicitor  he  was. 
Mr.  Pollock,  who  was  professionally  employed 
by  the  Crown,  wrote  from  Belfast  to  Mr.  Wick- 
ham, July  22,  1798 — “I  have  decisive  evi- 
dence against  M'Guichen,  who  was  SOLE 
Attorney-General  for  the  Ulster  Executive, 
and  joint  for  the  National.  He  has  been  a 
most  active  and  mischievous  Rebel,  and  is  a 
most  dangerous  man.  I will  either  try  him 
by  a Court  Martial  or  make  him  give  evi- 
dence against  those  against  whom  we  have 
not  yet  sufficient  proof.”  Mr.  Wickham, 
Aug.  2,  directed  M‘Guichen  to  be  taken  up. 


He  was  accordingly  arrested  for  high  treason, 
but  liberated  on  the  condition  of  becoming  a 
spy  ; and,  besides  a pension  of  150/.,  received 
from  Government  between  March  1799,  and 
Feb.  1804,  1460/.,  as  a reward  for  the  cor- 
rect and  valuable  information  he  gave  whilst 
acting  as  agent  and  solicitor  to  the  Rebels  ; d. 
1817. 

^ Mr.  Conway  was  a watchmaker  at  Cork. 
He  offered  to  become  a secret  agent  for  de- 
tecting the  leaders  of  the  conspiracy.  The 
information  he  gave  was  very  valuable,  par- 
ticularly as  confirming  that  already  received 
from  M‘Guichen. 
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actively  employed  in  keeping  up  tlie  rebellion  when  confined  here, 
that  a new  Directory  is  formed  or  forming,^  and  that  the  lower 
classes  are  kept  in  a state  of  readiness  for  insurrection. 

Unless,  however,  the  French  land  in  very  great  force,  I do  not 
apprehend  that  any  very  serious  rising  will  be  effected. 

The  information  given  by  Hughes  mth  respect  to  his  associates 
has  enabled  Government  to  take  up  already  a great  number  of 
the  most  daring  of  his  gang. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Castlekeagh. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

[Private.] 

DeAK  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  April  6,  1799. 

I have  just  received  your  letter  dated  the  2nd  instant,  and 
I think  I can  venture  to  promise  to  send  two  tolerably  good  militia 
regiments  to  Jersey  and  Guernsey  without  troubling  you  with  any 
part  of  the  Irish  Militia  in  England. 

You  cannot  feel  more  mortified  than  myself  at  the  impossibility 
of  getting  some  recruits  for  the  army  from  the  Irish  Militia,  but  it 
was  the  opinion  of  every  person  with  whom  I ventured  to  converse 
on  the  subject,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  even  to  agitate  the 
measure  under  the  present  circumstances  of  this  country. 

I am,  &c., 

CORNAVALLIS. 

E.  Cooke,  Esq.,  to  William  Wickham,  Esq. 

[Private.] 

Dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  April  12,  1799. 

. . . Lord  Castlereagh  spoke  well.^  The  Speaker  did 

his  best  for  four  hours  and  a quarter,  and  had  effect  on  his  own 
friends  ; he  threw  away  the  scabbard — talked  of  IMr.  Pitt  with  con- 
tempt— said  liis  speech  was  a paltry  speech — that  he  was  the  worst 
minister  Ireland  ever  knew — that  his  plan  of  Union  was  a silly 
project,  an  idle  vision,  &c. ; and  he  talked  much  of  the  power  of 
Ireland  to  maintain  herself  independent,  and  went  far  on  the  doc- 
trine of  competency.  . . . 

‘ Although  this  new  Directory  was  never  ^ In  the  debate  on  the  Regency  Bill, 
fully  organized,  the  spirit  of  rebellion  was  of  which  the  details  are  given  in  the  next 
kept  alive  until,  in  1803,  it  broke  out  under  letter. 

Emmett. 
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Sir  J.  Parnell  spoke  in  a rage,  but  not  with  effect.  He 
said  to  the  Speaker  after  the  debate  that  he  hoped  they  had 
gained  the  ground  that  was  lost.  I think  the  publication  of 
the  Speaker’s  speech  will  do  good.  It  may  be  all  easily  answered 
except  the  obvious  and  irrefutable  objection,  'per  se,  of  removing 
Parhament  to  a distance. 

The  public  mind  is,  I think,  much  suspended  on  the  subject. 
There  is  httle  passion,  except  among  the  Bar  and  the  few  interested 
leaders  in  the  Commons.  The  Protestants  think,  however,  it  will 
diminish  their  power,  however  it  may  secure  their  property.  The 
Catholics  think  it  will  put  an  end  to  their  ambitious  hopes,  how- 
ever it  may  give  them  ease  and  equality.  The  Rebels  foresee  in  it 
their  annihilation.  Beheve  me,  &c., 

E.  Cooke. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  April  13,  1799. 

When  the  order  of  the  day  was  read  on  Thursday  last  in 
the  House  of  Commons  for  talking  the  Regency  Bill  ^ into  consi- 
deration in  Committee,  Lord  Castlereagh  stated  at  length  his  objec- 
tion to  the  principle  and  frame  of  the  Bill,  declaring,  however,  he 
would  not  oppose  it  if  in  the  Committee  it  should  be  made  adequate 
to  meet  the  evil  it  was  intended  to  remedy  in  every  case.  As  soon 
as  the  House  was  in  Committee,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  stated  his  proposed 
alterations,  which  go  merely  to  the  person  of  the  Regent  and  are 
silent  as  to  his  powers,  and  I enclose  your  Grace  a copy  of  the 
Bill  with  the  alterations  he  proposed.  The  Speaker  then  rose,  and 
in  a speech  of  upwards  of  four  hours  expressed  his  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  a Union  with  Great  Britain.  In  the  coiu-se  of  his  speech 
he  uttered  much  invective  against  Mr.  Pitt,  aad  was  inflammatory 
hi  his  statement  of  the  power  of  Ireland  to  exist  commercially 
independent  of  Great  Britain.  He  was  replied  to  with  great  ability 
by  Lord  Castlereagh.  Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  and  Sir  J.  Parnell  spoke 
with  violence  against  the  Union. 

Little  was  said  upon  the  subject  of  the  Regency  Bill.  The 
Speaker  said  he  conceived  it  to  be  hardly  necessary. 

The  Attorney-General  explained  the  constitutional  law  on  the 
subject  with  clearness  and  abihty. 

^ This  Regency  Bill  was  brought  forward  1788.  The  Act  was  supposed  to  place  the 
by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  late  Prime  Sergeant,  power  of  nominating  the  Regent  in  the  Eng- 
to  meet  any  arguments  that  might  be  founded  lish  Parliament.  After  this  discussion  the 
on  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  Parliament  in  Bill  was  quietly  dropped. 
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The  subject  is  to  be  again  debated  this  day,  and  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  move  to  reject  the  Bill  on  the  Keport. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

P.S. — I enclose  a newspaper  which  tnuU  give  your  Grace  a fuller 
idea  of  the  debate  than  I could  other^e  transmit. 


Saturday  !Moniing. 

In  the  House  to-day  Mr.  Fitzgerald  requested  that  the  Eeport  of 
the  Eegency  Bill  might  be  deferred  for  a few  days  in  order  to  make 
it  adequate,  if  possible,  and  Lord  Castlereagh  consented,  at  the 
same  time  without  holding  out  co-operation  or  support. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  April  14,  1799. 

Colonel  L ’Estrange  ^ reported  to  me  yesterday  that  he  had 
visited  all  the  quarters  of  the  King’s  County  Eegiment  of  Mihtia, 
and  that,  mth  the  exception  of  about  twenty  men,  the  whole  corps, 
consisting  of  upwards  of  six  hundred,  had  most  cheerfully  consented 
to  go  to  the  islands  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey,  and  to  remain  imtil 
the  1st  of  May,  1800,  on  or  before  which  day  I authorised  Colonel 
L’Estrange  to  pledge  my  honom  that  they  should  be  relieved. 

The  proposition  has  not  yet  been  made  to  the  Light  Infantry 
Company,  which  is  serving  under  General  Moore,  but  if  that  com- 
pany should  consent  to  go,  I shall  order  it  to  join  the  regiment. 

The  men  have  agreed  to  embark  at  once  for  the  place  of  then' 
destination,  without  desiring  to  march  through  England,  and  they 
will  be  prepared  for  their  departure  in  about  three  weeks,  so  that 
you  will  be  kind  enough  to  arrange  the  mode  of  their  conveyance 
with  the  proper  officers  in  England. 

As  the  above  regiment  is  quartered  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dubhn,  it  ^rtll  be  a matter  of  much  convenience  to  us,  and  probably 
prevent  some  desertion,  if  they  embark  from  this  port. 

I have  received  the  most  confident  assurances  from  several 
other  colonels,  but  as  Lord  Westmeath’s  regiment  was  the  first 
which  offered  to  serve  out  of  Ireland,  I shall  not  fix  on  the  second 
corps  to  go  to  Jersey  and  Guernsey  until  I receive  his  Lordship’s 
report.  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

‘ Colonel  Pie.sley  L’Estrange,  of  the  King’s  tain  Armstrong  belonged),  d.  1824  ; m.  1789, 
County  Militia  (the  regiment  to  which  Cap-  Grace,  dau.  of  George  Burdett,  Esq.,  M.P. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Doss,  Dublin  Castle,  April  15,  1799. 

I liave  this  day  transmitted  to  Crew  an  application  for  ten 
thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  as  several  of  the  fencible  corps  are 
at  present  very  ill-provided,  and  as  I dare  not  place  implicit  con- 
fidence in  the  correctness  of  our  official  returns,  I should  wish  that 
they  may  be  sent  to  us  in  the  most  expeditious  manner. 

You  write  as  if  you  really  believed  that  there  was  any  founda- 
tion for  all  the  lies  and  nonsensical  clamour  about  my  lenity.  On 
my  arrival  in  this  country  I put  a stop  to  the  burning  of  houses 
and  mm’der  of  the  inhabitants  by  the  yeomen  or  any  other  persons 
who  debghted  in  that  amusement,  to  the  flogging  for  the  purpose 
of  extorting  confession,  and  to  the  free-quarters,  which  compre- 
hended universal  rape  and  robbery  throughout  the  whole  country. 

If  tliis  be  a crime  I freely  acknowledge  my  guilt,  but  I can 
most  confidently  assure  you,  and  I wish  you  could  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  talking  to  Taylor  on  the  subject,  that  I have  never  suffered 
my  private  feelings  to  get  the  better  of  the  great  duty  which  I owe 
to  the  public,  and  that  my  conscience  does  not  reproach  me  with  a 
single  act  of  improper  or  impolitic  lenity. 

The  Speaker,  as  you  will  have  seen,  has  made  a speech  suited 
to  the  temper  and  understandings  of  his  audience,  and  has  made  a 
very  powerful  anti-Union  impression.  You  must  not  be  too  sanguine 
on  your  side  of  the  water  upon  the  success  of  that  great  measure ; 
the  people  in  general  here  have  no  fixed  principles  or  opinions,  and 
a man  who  will  acknowledge  in  the  month  of  April  that  nothing 
but  a Union  can  save  Ireland  is  very  likely  to  give  his  vote  against 
it  in  May. 

I have  made  Mary  send  my  most  hearty  congratulations  to 
Emily  Eitzroy.'  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

I have  placed  Gardiner  on  the  Staff,  much  to  his  satisfaction. 

The  following  extract  from  a letter  of  Dr.  Duigenan’s  to  Lord 
Castlereagh,  dated  Dublin,  Dec.  20,  1798,  will  serve  as  a specimen 
of  the  language  used  by  some  of  the  violent  high  Protestant  party 
in  speaking  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  After  saying  that  all  that  the 
friends  of  the  Union  in  Dublin  could  effect,  had  only  been  to  pre- 

' Emily,  dau.  of  Charles,  1st  Lord  South-  m.  May  30,  1799,  William,  2nd  Lord 
ampton,  b.  Dec.  2G,  1770,  d.  June  8,  1800  ; Bagot. 
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vent  the  aldermen  of  Skinner’s  Alley  and  the  Orange  Lodges  from 
taking  part  against  it,  he  proceeds  thus — 

‘‘  In  truth,  my  Lord,  I must  plainly  tell  you  that  the  unac- 
countable conduct  of  the  present  Lord-Lieutenant,  which  has  ren- 
dered him  not  only  an  object  of  disgust,  but  of  abhorrence,  to  every 
loyal  man  I have  conversed  with  since  my  return  from  England, 
has  induced  many  persons  to  oppose  a Union,  who,  if  uninfluenced 
by  resentment  against  the  Marquis  Cornwallis,  would  have  given 
no  opposition,  if  they  did  not  support  that  measure.  God  Almighty 
send  us  a cliief  governor  of  more  conciliatory  manners,  more  under- 
standing, and  more  knowledge  of  the  real  state  of  this  unhappy, 
divided,  and  partly  desolated  country,  and  the  disposition  of  its 
inhabitants.” 

Nor  was  the  opinion  of  the  Lord- Lieutenant’s  undue  leaning  to 
the  side  of  mercy  confined  to  the  violent  party  in  Ireland.  It  was 
also  entertained  in  England,  for  Mr.  Wickham,  in  a letter  written 
to  Lord  Castlereagh  on  the  4th  of  March,  said : — 

“ At  present  there  is  a general,  I may  say  universal,  persuasion 
that  lenient  measures  have  been  carried  too  far,  and  it  is  a fixed 
opinion,  accompanied  by  a disposition  to  attribute  the  calamities 
with  which  Ireland  is  now  threatened,  to  a departure  from  the 
system  adopted  by  Lord  Camden.” 

To  this  letter  Lord  Castlereagh  replied  on  the  6th,  that  exclu- 
sive of  all  persons  tried  at  the  assizes.  Lord  Cornwallis  had  decided 
personally  upon  400  cases ; that  out  of  131  condemned  to  death  81 
had  been  executed  ; and  that  418  persons  had  been  transported  or 
banished  in  pursuance  of  the  sentences  of  courts-martial  since  Lord 
Cornwallis  had  arrived  in  Ireland. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


[Private.] 

My  Loud,  Dublin  Castle,  April  18,  1799. 

When  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  going  into  a Committee  on 
the  Bill  for  supporting  the  Roman  Catholic  Seminary  at  Maynooth 
was  read  on  Tuesday  last  in  the  House  of  Lords,  after  Lord  Farn- 
ham^  had  made  some  objections  to  the  particular  items  of  their 
expenditure,  the  Chancellor  rose  and  entered  at  some  length  into  a 


* Barry,  3rd  Baron,  and,  June  22,  1785,  Esq.  M.P.  for  Cavan  County  from  May, 
1st  Earl  of  Farnham  of  that  creation,  b.  1756,  to  1761,  Aianagh  Borough  to  1768, 

1723,  d.  Oct.  17,  1800;  m.  1st,  Jan.  15,  and  again  for  Cavan  County  till,  on  the  death 

1751,  Margaret,  dau.  and  co-heir  of  Robert  of  his  brother,  Nov.  16,  1779,  he  became  a 

King,  Esq.,  of  Drewstown  ; and,  2nd,  Aug.  Peer. 

5,  1771,  Grace,  dau.  of  Arthur  Burdett, 
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discussion  of  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  Koman  Catholic  Col- 
lege at  Maynooth  on  its  present  foundation  and  plan. 

His  Lordsliip  stated  that  it  appeared  by  the  accounts  of  the 
trustees  of  that  seminary,  that  it  was  their  object  to  have  at  least 
two  hundred  students  educated  for  the  priesthood,  at  the  expense  to 
the  public  of  25^.  a-year  for  each  student.  The  principle  of  this 
plan  was  to  make  their  whole  education  gratuitous,  by  which  it 
would  follow  that  the  persons  educated  at  Maynooth,  not  being 
obliged  to  advance  anything  for  their  education,  would  be  chosen 
from  the  lowest  classes  of  society,  and  the  priesthood  of  Ireland 
would  continue  to  be  taken  from  the  dregs  of  the  people.  He  was 
therefore  against  the  principle  of  the  institution  in  its  present 
state.  His  Lordship  then  adverted  to  the  impolicy  of  maldng  such 
institutions  for  the  education  of  Catholic  priests,  whilst  the  Catholic 
hierarchy  forbids  all  persons  of  that  persuasion  to  attend  any  Pro- 
testant place  of  worship,  to  hear  family  prayer,  or  to  resort  to  any 
Protestant  place  of  education,  on  pain  of  excommunication. 

His  Lordship^  then  stated  that  on  the  original  foundation  of 
the  College  at  Maynooth,  he  had  conceived  it  was  to  be  made  a 
seminary  for  educating  the  Catholic  gentry  as  well  as  priests,  so 
that  those  educated  for  the  priesthood,  by  mixing  in  habits  with  the 
sons  of  Catholic  gentry,  would  be  liberalized  in  their  manner^  and 
sentiments,  but  he  found  that  the  whole  institution  as  at  present 
carried  on  was  confined  to  the  lowest  classes,  who  are  educated  as 
in  a convent  for  the  priesthood  alone. 

After  a speech  to  this  effect,  which  also  contained  many  severe 
remarks  on  the  recent  conduct  of  the  Catholic  clergy,  his  Lordship 
opposed  the  Bill  going  into  Committee,  and  it  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  25  to  1. 

Neither  myself  nor  Lord  Castlereagh  were  aware  that  the 
Chancellor  intended  to  throw  out  this  Bill,  though  it  was  believed 
he  was  not  a friend  to  it ; and  as  his  Lordship  had  taken  this  step 
without  giving  me  notice,  I thought  it  my  duty  to  express  in  writ- 
ing to  his  Lordship  the  embarrassments  which  his  conduct  has 
created. 

Lord  Castlereagh  will  immediately  introduce  a new  Bill  into 
the  Commons  on  the  subject  of  the  Eoman  Catholic  College,  to 
make  a provision  for  an  inferior  number  of  students  than  was 
proposed  by  the  rejected  Bill. 

• From  the  present  state  #f  the  College  of  Maynooth  such  a 
measure  will  not  be  attended  with  any  real  inconvenience,  as  there 

* See  papers  relating  to  Maynooth,  1801-2,  where  the  opinions  of  Lords  Hardwicke,  Clare, 
and  Kilwarden,  are  given  at  length. 
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are  only  sixty-one  students  at  present,  and  the  number  wliich  were 
provided  for  by  the  former  Bill  was  two  hundred. 

This  proceeding  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  gave  much  offence  to 
Lord  Kenmare  and  the  leading  Eoman  Catholics,  but  I am  per- 
suaded that,  under  the  explanation  which  has  been  given,  no  dis- 
agreeable consequence  will  arise. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  conduct  of  Lord  Clare  respecting  the  vote  to  Maynooth 
excited  much  animadversion.  On  April  18,  he  wrote  to  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant,  explaining  his  motives,  and  saying  that  he  considered 
it  essential  for  the  public  security  that  there  should  be  a well-regu- 
lated academy  in  Ireland  for  the  education  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
and  he  assigned  reasons  why  the  Bill  in  question  v/as  not  advisable. 
Lord  Cornwallis  replied  the  same  day,  and  assured  Lord  Clare  that 
he  had  never  charged  him  with  intending  any  serious  mischief  to 
the  countiy,  and  added,  that  the  House  of  Lords  could  give  no 
reasonable  ground  of  alarm  to  the  Roman  Catholics  if  they  merely 
meant  to  reform  abuses,  restrain  wasteful  expenditure,  and  restrict 
the  estabhshment  of  IMaynooth  to  the  original  objects  of  its  institu- 
tion. But  people  in  general  put  a very  different  construction  upon 
this  vote  of  the  Chancellor’s,  and  it  was  universally  believed  that 
the  institution  of  Maynooth  was  to  be  done  away  with  entirely, 
a belief  which  caused  great  exultation  in  many  over-zealous  Pro- 
testants. Lord  Cornwallis  anticipated  the  greatest  evils  from  the 
prevalence  of  an  idea  which  created  such  a state  of  feeling  on  the 
one  side,  as  he  was  well  assured  that  the  minds  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  would  thereby  be  inflamed  and  exasperated  against 
Government.  He  therefore  hoped  that  the  Chancellor  would 
suggest  some  mode  by  which  the  erroneous  impression  produced 
by  liis  vote  might  be  effectually  removed. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Ca^tle,  April  24,  1799. 

. . . In  answer  to  a letter  from  Mr.  Pitt  relative  to  an 

income-tax  in  this  country,  I threw  out,  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant’s 
directions,  fqr  consideration,  the  expediency  of  calling  the  Parlia- 
ment in  October  with  a view  to  tha^  measure.  A session  before 
ChiTstmas  would  enable  us  to  feel  our  ground  with  certainty.  As 
to  the  Union,  it  clearly  is  of  importance  not  to  risk  a second  failure, 
as  no  other  means  occur  by  which  the  disposition  of  the  House 
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may  be  ascertained,  so  as  to  enable  your  Grace  and  the  King’s 
Ministers  to  form  your  determination  and  to  take  your  measures 
as  to  trying  on  the  question,  without  being  exposed  on  the  one 
hand  to  act  upon  uncertain  ground,  or  on  the  other,  having  your 
decision  so  long  delayed  as  to  waste  a portion  of  the  usual  session 
after  Christmas,  which  might  otherwise  be  advantageously  employed 
in  the  furtherance  of  the  measure. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry. 

Dear  James,  Phoenix  Park,  April  27,  1799. 

I am  apprehensive  the  feelings  of  Mrs.  Cornwallis  and  your 
daughter  may  have  been  agitated  last  week,^  and  I shall  be  glad 
to  hear  that  they  are  again  composed ; and  indeed  it  will  give  me 
much  satisfaction  to  let  me  now  and  then  have  a line  from  you. 
Tills  wretched  country  remains  much  in  the  same  state, — the  seeds 
of  disaffection,  of  hatred  of  England,  and  in  particular  (and,  I am 
sorry  to  say,  in  general  with  more  reason)  of  their  own  landlords, 
are  as  deeply  rooted  as  ever,  and  frequently  break  out  in  various 
shapes,  such  as  the  murder  of  magistrates,  or  the  houghing  of 
cattle : our  pohticians  of  the  old  leaven  are  as  much  occupied 
with  their  dhty  jobs  as  ever.  Those  who.  think  at  all  of  the  great 
question  of  the  Union,  confine  their  speculation  to  the  simple 
question  of  its  either  promoting  or  counteracting  theh  oivn  private 
views,  and  the  great  mass  of  the  people  neither  think  or  care  about 
the  matter.  Under  these  circumstances,  you  will  easily  conceive 
how  unpleasant  my  situation  must  be,  and  how  httle  I can  flatter 
myself  with  the  hopes  of  obtaining  any  credit  for  myself,  or  of 
rendering  any  essential  service  to  my  country.  Sincerely  do  I 
repent  that  I did  not  return  to  Bengal. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  May  4,  1799. 

Your  Grace’s  despatch  of  the  1st,  communicating  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  enemy’s  fleet  having  sailed  from  Brest  on  the 
25th,  was  received  this  forenoon  at  12  o’clock.  I lost  no  time  ' 

‘ The  death  of  Horace  Cnrnwallis,  before  mentioned. 
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in  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  giving  them  the  best 
reception  in  my  power,  should  they  happen  to  escape  the  vigilance 
of  Lord  Bridport’s  fleet. 

The  Warwick  and  Suffolk  regiments  ha^g  been  fortunately 
detained  in  the  Bay  by  contrary  winds,  were  tliis  day  disembarked, 
and  ^\  ill,  if  occasion  should  call  for  their  services,  form  a valuable 
addition  to  my  force. 

I have  directed  the  yeomanry  tliroughout  the  kingdom  to  be 
placed  on  permanent  duty,  in  order  to  guard  against  the  early 
enterprises  of  the  disaffected,  on  its  being  understood  that  the 
enemy  are  at  sea. 

From  the  arrangements  which  I have  been  enabled  to  make, 
and  the  general  state  of  the  army,  I feel  confident  that  I shall  be 
enabled  successfully  to  oppose  the  force  wliich  the  enemy  may  be 
presumed  to  have  on  board ; but  should  they  succeed  in  effecting  a 
landing,  I confide  in  the  assurances  which  your  Grace  gives  me, 
that  I may  expect  to  be  speedily  and  effectually  reinforced  from 
Great  Britain.  I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  May  6,  1799. 

I have  just  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Lieut. -Colonel 

, commanding  the Fencible  Light  Dragoons,  containiug 

a printed  address  to  the  soldiers  of  that  regiment  from  their 

Colonel,  Lord . This  very  extraordinary  production  seems  of 

so  mischievous  a tendency,  and  so  well  calculated  to  excite  in 
the  minds  of  the  soldiery  a spirit  of  insubordination,  and  to  militate 
so  entirely  against  the  discipline  of  the  army,  that  I lose  no  time  in 
transmitting  it  to  your  Grace  to  be  laid  before  His  Majesty. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  preceding  letter  furnishes  another  example  of  the  diffi- 
culties Lord  Cornwallis  had  to  encounter  in  the  management  of 
the  army  under  his  command.  Generally  his  complaints  were  of 
the  want  of  discipline  in  some  corps  of  militia  and  fencibles; 
but  in  this  case  the  regiment  appears  to  have  behaved  with 
perfect  propriety,  and  the  Colonel  alone  to  have  been  greatly  to 

blame.  Besides  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  Lord as  an 

attempt  to  instigate  the  regiment  to  acts  of  insubordination, 
Lieut.-Colonel adds  that  the  address  was  sent  in  large 
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packets,  not  to  any  officer,  but  to  the  Serjeant-Major.  It  would 

seem  that  Lord , being  desirous  that  the  regiment  should 

return  to  England,  informed  the  soldiers  that  he  had  endeavoured 
to  effect  that  object  in  consequence  of  the  expressed  wishes  of 
some  of  the  officers,  which  he  understood  were  in  accordance  with 
the  feelings  of  the  privates ; and  that  he  had  been  further  moved 

by  the  “ apphcations  of  their  relatives  in  the  county  of , and 

by  his  knowledge  of  the  hardships  they  had  suffered  in  the  sum- 
mer.” He  stated  that  the  King  had  been  pleased  to  accede  to  liis 
request,  but  had  told  liim  that  in  such  case  the  regiment  would  be 

disbanded  ; a decision  to  which,  though  it  involved  him.  Lord , 

in  considerable  personal  loss,  he  did  not  object,  as  he  thought  it 
would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  regiment. 

Lord expresses  his  surprise  at  finding  that  Lieut.-Colonel 

, in  the  name  of  the  whole  regiment,  had  informed  the  Lord- 

Lieutenant  that  the  order  for  the  intended  removal  of  the 
remiment  to  England  was  obtained  solely  on  the  application  of 

liord , without  the  knowledge,  approbation,  or  consent  of  any 

individual  in  the  regiment and  that  in  consequence  of  this 
memorial  the  march  of  the  regiment  was  countermanded.  Lord 

concludes  with  saying,  that  he  still  believes  he  was  authorised 

to  take  the  step  he  did,  and  that  he  “ feels  no  remorse  at  what  he 
had  done.” 

Lord resigned  his  commission  almost  immediately. 

Lieut.-General  Lake  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Littlehales. 

My  dear  Colonel,  Cork,  May  7, 1799. 

Knowing  how  fast  reports  fly  in  this  country,  particularly 
when  they  can  produce  mischief,  I think  it  right  to  inform  you 
that  the  cause  of  this  express  proceeds  from  some  of  the  Meath 
Militia.  About  fourteen  of  them  forced  the  main  guard  at  Mallow, 
liberated  some  prisoners  of  the  regiment  that  were  confined  for 
treasonable  practices,  amongst  whom  was  one  serjeant,  and  effected 
their  escape  with  them.  Between  ourselves,  I am  apprehensive 
this  may  be  of  some  extent  in  that  regiment.  However,  at  present 
they  are  all  quiet,  and  will,  I trust,  be  kept  so  by  the  precaution 
taken.  A soldier  of  the  regiment  has  given  much  information,  and 
I hope  much  more  will  soon  come  out. 

The  Lord  deliver  us  from  such  troops,  and  send  us  better 
times !, 

Believe  me  ever,  with  regard,  most  truly  yours, 

Gr.  Lake. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  May  9,  1799. 

You  will  easily  conceive  that  from  the  time  of  our  first 
hearing  that  the  Brest  fleet  had  sailed,  Ave  have  thought  it  highly 
probable  that  their  destination  was  against  this  distracted  and 
Avretched  island,  and  this  idea  was  confirmed  by  a letter  Avhich  I 
received  from  Lord  Bridport,  dated  the  30th,  inclosing  some  papers 
Avhich  had  been  taken  on  board  a French  schooner  wliichhad  been 
boarded  in  the  night  by  an  English  lugger. 

The  Avind  has  been  till  this  day  very  adverse  to  the  arrival  of 
the  French  on  our  coast,  so  that  there  is  no  reason  to  be  surprised 
that  they  have  not  yet  appeared ; but  from  the  accounts  which  we 
receive  from  England,  that  there  are  no  considerable  number  of 
land  forces  on  board,  and  from  the  difficulty  of  their  effecting  any 
material  enterprise  without  a great  probability  of  their  being 
obliged  to  fight  Lord  Bridport,  I am  rather  inclined  to  believe  that 
they  are  gone  to  the  Mediterranean.^ 

It  affords  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  observe  the  coolness 
and  confidence  which  has  been  manifested  on  this  occasion.  There 
has  indeed  scarcely  been  a period  since  the  rebellion,  in  which 
there  has  been  less  appearance  of  uneasiness  and  alarm : every 
man  knoAVS  his  post,  the  Generals  have  their  respective  orders  under 
the  different  circumstances  Avhich  may  arise,  and  I have  only  moved 
a feAv  battalions  a little  nearer  to  the  most  probable  points  of 
assembly. 

Indeed,  I am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  French  armament 
could  do  as  little  mischief  here  as  in  any  quarter  to  which  they 
may  have  steered.  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornavallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  May  14,  1799. 

. . . The  French  are  in  my  opinion  certainly  gone  to 

Cadiz  or  the  Mediterranean,  and  probably  to  both.  The  feelings 
of  all  the  loyalists  here  are  regret  that  they  did  not  try  us.  These 
sentiments,  however  well  founded,  are*  highly  satisfactory. 

I am  obliged  to  leave  off  abruptly. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

CORNAAWLLIS. 


* See  Letter  of  March  20. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Du;:e  of  Portland. 


My  Lord,  May  le,  1799. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Cole^  recently  applied  to  Lord  Castlereagb 
that  he  might  be  appointed  Escheator  of  Munster,  in  order  to 
vacate  his  seat  upon  his  going  abroad.  It  appeared  in;  conversa- 
tion that  he  intended  to  have  his  place  supplied  by  Mr.  Balfour,^ 
who  moved  the  resolutions  against  an  Union  at  the  county  of  Louth 
meeting,  and  suggested  a recurrence  to  first  principles  if  that 
measure  should  be  carried.  Mr.  Tighe  had  before  applied  for  the 
same  office  for  one  of  his  members,  with  a view  to  sell  the  seat  on 
condition  that  the  purchaser  should  not  support  an  Union.  These 
requests  appeared  to  me  of  such  a natm'e  as  to  render  it  necessary 
for  me  to  withhold  my  acquiescence  from  them.  The  Opposition, 
tliinking  that  tliis  conduct  gave  them  an  opportunity  to  accuse 
Government  of  using  unfair  means  to  promote  the  measure  of 
Union,  and  to  render  them  unpopular  at  the  close  of  the  Session, 
when  a writ  was  yesterday  moved  for  a vacancy  in  the  borough  of 
Kilmallock,  brought  forward  the  subject. 

It  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Daw^son,^  the  Member  for  the  County 
of  Monaghan,  who,  after  using  much  language  of  strong  imputa- 
tion, called  upon  Lord  Castlereagh  to  state  whether  he  had  not 
refused  the  Escheatorship  to  Colonel  Cole,  who  Avas  ordered  upon 
foreign  service,  because  he  understood  the  successor  to  him  would 
oppose  an  Union. 

The  Prime  Serjeant  rose  to  state  the  impropriety  of  putting 
such  an  interrogatory,  and  expressed  his  hope  that  Lord  Castle- 
reagh would  not  compromise  His  Majesty’s  prerogative  by  givmg 
the  slightest  answ^er  to  the  question.  Upon  this  a debate  com- 
menced, in  which  Mr.  Plunket,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Barrington,^ 
Mr.  Claudius  Beresford  took  a warm  part  in  censuring  the  conduct 


• Hon.  G.  Lowry  Cole,  afterwards  General 
Sir  Lowry  Cole,  G.C.B.,  Colonel  27th  Regt., 
b.  May  1,  1772,  d.  Oct.  4,  1842  ; m.  June 
15,  1815,  Frances,  dau.  of  James,  1st  Earl 
of  Malmesbury.  M.P.  in  the  Irish  Parliament 
for  Enniskillen  from  March,  1797,  to  Jan. 
18,  1800.  In  the  Imperial  Parliament  he 
represented  Fermanagh  County  from  June, 
1803,  to  Feb.  1823. 

Blayney  Townley  Balfour,  b.  May  28, 
1769,  d.  Dec.  22,  1856 ; m.  Oct.  1797, 
Florence,  dau.  of  William,  1st  Earl  of  Ennis- 
killen. M.P.  for  Belturbet,  Feb.  1800  to  the 
Unjon.  The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Balfour 
was,  “ That  if  an  Union  be  enacted  by  the 
legislature  of  this  kingdom,  either  contrary 

VOL.  III. 


to,  or  without  the  advice  of  the  assembled 
freeholders  and  burgesses,  the  submission  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  thereto  will  be  a matter 
of  prudence,  and  not  of  duty.” 

^ Richard  Dawson,  b.  April  16,  1762,  d. 
Sept.  3,  1807 ; m.  May  22,  1784,  Catherine, 
dau.  of  Arthur  Gjaham,  Esq.,  of  Hockley. 
M.P.  for  Monaghan  County  from  1797  till 
his  death.  His  son  succeeded  to  the  Barony 
of  Cremorne  on  the  death,  March  1,  1813, 
of  his  uncle,  1st  and  only  Viscount  Cremorns. 

Mr.  Barrington  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  quoted  a passage  from  a speech  of  Sir 
Boyle  Roche,  who,  speaking  of  the  Union, 
exclaimed,  “ He  would  have  the  two  sisters 
embrace  like  one  brother.” 
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of  Government,  and  particularly  Mr.  Geo.  Ponsonby,  wlio  pro- 
nounced an  invective  upon  Lord  Castlereagh. 

The  Attorney-General,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  Hutchhison,  Mr.  McClelland,  and 
several  other  Members  took  a forward  part  in  support  of  Adminis- 
tration, and  Mr.  Dawson  haying  in  the  close  of  the  debate 
appealed  a second  time  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  his  Lordsliip  took  the 
opportunity  of  saying  that  he  never  would  be  provoked  by  any 
taunting  interrogatories  to  swerve  from  the  line  of  duty  that  his 
situation  imposed  upon  him ; but  that  if  at  any  time  any  question 
should  be  brought  directly  forward  to  impeach  his  conduct,  he 
should  at  all  times  be  ready  to  meet  it  in  the  fullest  manner.  He 
then  observed  upon  the  violent  language  which  had  been  used,  and 
exposed  with  great  ability  and  success  the  conduct  of  Mr.  George 
Ponsonby  and  his  friends,  so  as  to  leave  the  best  impression  upon 
the  House. 

A division  was  called  for  upon  the  question  moved  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  by  Mr.  Claudius  Beresford,  for  an  address  to 
the  Crown  to  grant  a pension  to  Colonel  Cole  in  order  that  he 
might  vacate  his  seat.  It  was  thought  right  to  move  the  question 
of  adjournment,  to  prevent  so  improper  a motion  being  inserted  in 
the  Jommals. 

As  the  debate  was  not  expected  by  Government  the  attendance 
was  by  no  means  full ; and  there  voted — 


For  the  Adjournment  ........  47 

Against  it 32 


The  debate  was  very  desultory,  and  much  of  it  turned  upon  the 
question  of  Union  in  general.  Our  friends  took  the  occasion  of 
asserting  that  the  sentiments  of  the  country  were  changing  upon 
the  subject,  and  reference  was  made  with  success  to  the  counties 
of  Cork  and  Kerry,  Galway  and  Tipperary,  and  to  the  sentiments 
of  the  North  in  general.  I &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  May  19,  1799. 

Your  Grace  will  have  learnt  from  my  despatch  of  the  16th 
instant  the  substance  of  what  passed  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Wednesday  last,  relative  to  the  Escheatorsliip  having  been  refused 
to  Colonel  Cole  and  Mr.  Tighe.  Hitherto  this  office  has  been 
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granted  without  any  consideration  of  the  politics  of  the  individual 
soliciting  it ; but  in  the  cases  above  alluded  to,  independent  of 
my  wish  not  to  augment  the  number  of  our  enemies  on  the 
Union,  I thought  there  were  special  circumstances  in  each  case 
which  should  make  me  hesitate  to  accede  to  the  application,  which 
circumstances  perhaps  my  former  letter  did  not  sufficiently  detail. 

Colonel  Cole  desired  to  vacate  in  favour  of  Mr.  Balfour,  a 
gentleman  of  fortune  in  the  county  of  Louth,  who  had  some  time 
since  moved  at  the  meeting  of  that  county  very  obnoxious  reso- 
lutions, denying  the  competence  of  Parliament  to  entertain  the 
question  of  Union,  and  laying  down  a recurrence  to  first  principles 
as  justifiable  if  the  Parliament  should  adopt  a measure  which  had 
been  recommended  from  the  Throne.  I thought  it  rather  unrea- 
sonable that  Colonel  Cole,  immediately  after  receiving  a military 
favour  from  the  King,  should  desire  to  have  the  prerogative 
employed  to  introduce  into  Parliament  an  individual  who  had 
publicly  treated  the  recommendation  from  the  Throne  mth  such 
marked  and  unconstitutional  disrespect. 

Mr.  Tighe,  as  I understand,  openly  professed  his  intention  to 
sell  the  seat  which  he  wished  to  vacate,  but  on  condition  that  the 
purchaser  should  vote  against  an  Union. 

As  this  subject  may  possibly  again  be  brought  into  discussion 
on  the  1st  of  June,  to  which  day  Parliament  stands  adjourned,  it 
would  be  very  desirable  that  we  should  be  furnished  with  such 
precedents  as  have  occurred  in  Great  Britain  of  a similar  nature ; 
and  your  Grace  would  confer  a singular  obligation  by  favouring  me 
with  such  general  suggestions  as  occur  to  you  upon  the  expediency 
of  refusing  or  acceding  to  similar  applications  in  future. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  Escheatorship  of  Munster  is,  Like  the  Chiltern  Hundreds,  a 
nominal  office,  given  to  vacate  a seat  in  Parliament.  Since  the 
time  of  Lord  North,  the  Chiltern  Hundreds  have  never  been 
refused,  except  in  some  such  rare  instance  as  that  which  occurred 
in  1842,  when  the  Government  declined  to  assist  in  carrying  out 
the  bribery  compromises.  In  Ireland  the  case  was  somewhat 
different,  and  the  Escheatorship  was  considered  as  a favour  which 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  might  grant  or  withhold  on  considering  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  application  was  made.  The  details 
of  one  case  are  preserved  in  the  Castle  at  Dublin.  In  February, 
1798,  Lord  Lyttleton  applied  for  the  office  in  favour  of  his  son, 
who,  on  account  of  bad  health,  wished  to  vacate  his  seat  for 
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Granard,  promising  that  his  successor  should  support  Government. 
Tlie  answer  postponed  a definitive  reply,  till  the  Lord-Lieutenant, 
Lord  Camden,  should  have  received  ‘‘  a specific  assirrance  that,  in 
consequence  of  Mr.  Lyttleton’s  vacating  his  seat,  no  pecuniary 
consideration  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly,  will  he  received  from 
his  successor.”  In  the  event  of  such  a positive  assurance  being 
given,  a promise  was  made  that  Lord  Lyttleton’s  wishes  would  be 
complied  with,  but  otherwise,  “ his  Excellency  would  feel  him- 
self obliged,  however  reluctantly,  to  refuse  the  request.”  The  new 
writ  for  Granard  was  not  moved  till  January,  1800. 

In  reply  to  this  despatch,  and  the  one  of  May  16,  the  Duke  of 
Portland  intimated  that  on  the  whole  it  would  be  better  in  future 
to  follow  the  rule  usually  adopted  in  England. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

DeAK  KoSS,  Phoenix  Park,  May  20,  1799. 

. . . We  transmitted  on  Saturday  night  a report  from  a 

master  of  a Swedish  vessel,  which  you  will  have  seen,  giving  an 
account  of  the  French  fleet  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  Lisbon, 
steering  S.S.W.  You  will  probably  have  other  and  more  authentif^ 
information  before  this  letter  reaches  you,  but  on  the  whole  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  their  being  destined  to  Cadiz,  and  afterwards,  I 
conclude,  to  the  Mediterranean,  where  I should  think  they  will 
commence  their  operations  by  the  attack  of  Minorca.  Our 
admirals’  in  that  quarter  are  fortunately  able  men,  or  I should  be 
very  apprehensive  for  the  consequences.  They  talk  of  the  sailing 
of  the  Dutch  fleet,  but  I cannot  suppose  that  we  have  anything  to 
fear  from  that  quarter. 

Our  communication  with  the  Secretary  of  State  is  now  so  expe- 
ditious, that  I last  night  (Sunday)  at  ten  o’clock,^  received  an 
acknowledgment  of  a letter  dated  from  this  Lodge  at  twelve 
o’clock  on  Wednesday. 

It  will  be  better  that  you  should  keep  the  10,000  stand  of 
arms  in  readiness  for  us,  as  the  Ordnance  Department  here  have 
neither  means  nor  method  of  taking  care  of  anything. 

The  political  jobbing  of  this  country  gets  the  better  of  me : it 
has  ever  been  the  wish  of  my  life  to  avoid  all  this  dirty  business, 
and  I am  now  involved  in  it  beyond  all  bearing,  and  am  conse- 
quently more  wretched  than  ever.  I trust  that  I shall  live  to  get 
out  of  this  most  cursed  of  all  situations,  and  most  repugnant  to  my 

‘ Lord  St.  Vincent  and  Lord  Keith.  and  return  to  Dublin  in  four  days  and  a half. 

* It  was  at  this  time  looked  upon  as  a The  double  journey  may  now  be  performed 
great  feat  for  a messenger  to  go  to  London  in  less  than  thirty  hours. 
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feelings.  How  I long  to  kick  those  whom  my  public  duty  obliges 
me  to  court!  If  I did  not  hope  to  get  out  of  this  country,  I 
should  most  earnestly  pray  for  immediate  death.  No  man,  I am 
sure,  ever  experienced  a more  wretched  existence ; and  after  all  I 
doubt  whether  it  is  possible  to  save  the  country. 

The  leaders  of  the  Opposition,  who  know  and  eagerly  pursue 
their  own  little  dirty  interests,  although  they  are  so  blind  as  not  to 
see  that  they  must  be  overwhelmed  in  the  general  vTeck,  have  art 
enough  to  instil  their  own  narrow  and  wicked  sentiments  into  the 
thoughtless  though  selfish  members,  and  in  the  hopes  of  getting 
300/.  or  400/.  a-year  at  a distant  period,  they  will  hazard  as  many 
thousands  which  they  at  present  possess. 

Believe  me,  &g., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

,My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  May  24,  1799. 

. . . There  is  an  Opposition  in  Parliament  to  the  mea- 

sure of  Union,  formidable  in  character  and  talents.  Their  num- 
bers, though  they  have  not  proved  equal  to  shake  the  Government, 
have,  for  the  present,  rendered  the  prosecution  of  the  measure  in 
Parliament  impracticable.  The  removals^  in  contemplation  cannot 
fail  to  consolidate  their  party,  and  to  render  their  future  exertions 
proportionally  animated.  An  entire  forbearance  on  the  part  of 
Government  will  probably  be  received  rather  as  a mark  of 
weakness  than  of  conciliation,  and  perhaps  deprive  us  of  friends 
rather  than  procure  converts.  With  the  concurrence  and  advice 
of  the  King’s  confidential  servants,  I am  prepared  to  employ 
every  exertion  in  my  power  to  bring  it  to  a successful  issue.  He 
must  be  a bold,  or  rather  a rash,  man,  who  would  answer  for 
either  the  public  or  parliamentary  temper  of  this  country;  but 
after  weighing  the  subject  with  all  the  attention  I am  master  of 
I see  no  reason  to  despair  of  a successful  issue,  though  the  period 
may  be  delayed.  After  having  gone  so  far,  and  the  principle  in 
question  having  in  fact  been  abeady  acted  upon,  I see  no  other 
alternative  but  to  pursue  the  most  decided  line  of  conduct. 
Hesitation  may  dissolve  much  of  our  present  strength,  which  may 
not  perhaps  be  composed  of  materials  to  resist  the  impression 
which  might  be  created  by  an  appearance  of  timidity  on  the  part 
of  Government. 

* The  intended  dismissal  from  office  of  those  persons  wlio  had  0])posed  the  Union.  The 
details  will  appear  subsequently. 
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I again  beg  leave  to  repeat,  that,  with  your  Grace’s  assistance, 
I am  prepared  and  ready  to  do  my  best.  I feel  strongly  the  diffi- 
culties we  have  to  encounter,  but  I do  not  despair  of  their  yielding 
to  the  steady  perseverance  and  united  exertions  of  the  Government 
in  botli  countries.  I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenk  Park,  June  8,  1799. 

Brome  and  Lady  Louisa  arrived  yesterday  safe  and  well, 
having  been  driven  back  to  Holyhead  on  tlie  3rd,  in  a tremendous 
gale  of  wind.  I am  now  sending  home  the  troops  to  their  former 
quarters,  which  had  been  moved  towards  the  points  of  assembly  on 
the  sailing  of  the  French  fleet,  and  the  country  is  becoming  every 
day  more  quiet,  but  the  ferocity  of  the  Loyalists  will  not  for  a long 
time  permit  the  restoration  of  perfect  tranquillity.  My  occupation 
is  now  of  the  most  unpleasant  nature,  negotiating  and  jobbing  with 
the  most  corrupt  people  under  heaven.  I despise  and  hate  myself 
every  hour  for  engaging  in  such  dirty  work,  and  am  supported  only 
by  the  reflection  that  without  an  Union  the  British  Empire  must 
be  dissolved.  When  it  is  impossible  to  gratify  the  unreasonable 
demands  of  our  politicians,  I often  think  of  two  lines  of  Swift, 
speaking  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant  and  the  system  of  corruption — 

“ And  then  at  Beelzehiib’s  great  haU 
Complains  his  budget  is  too  small.”  ^ 

I trust  that  no  mischief  can  happen  in  the  Mediterranean  before 
our  fleet  is  in  sufficient  force  to  counteract  any  attempt  of  the 
enemy.  Our  allies  appear  to  have  received  some  check  on  the 
Po,^  but  I hope  it  will  not  be  of  consequence  enough  to  check 
Suwarrow  in  his  glorious  career.  j 

Cornwallis. 


* These  lines  are  from  Swift’s  poem  enti- 
tled ‘ A Libel  on  the  Rev.  Dr.  Delaney  and 
His  Excellency  Lord  Carteret,  1729’ : — 

“ So,  to  effect  his  Monarch’s  ends, 

From  Hell  a Viceroy  devil  ascends, 

His  budget  with  corruption  crammed. 

The  contributions  of  the  damned. 

Which  with  unsparing  hand  he  strows 
Through  courts  and  senates  as  he  goes. 

And  then  at  Beelzebub’s  black  hall 
Complains  his  budget  is  too  small.” 


^ The  action  here  referred  to  must  have 
been  some  affair  of  no  importance.  The 
insurrection  was  universal  in  the  north  of 
Italy,  and  the  French  under  Scherer  were 
almost  uniformly  defeated  throughout  the 
month  of  May  by  the  Austrians  and  Rus- 
sians under  Melas  and  Suvarrow,  who  had 
effected  a junction  on  the  14th. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt. 

Dear  Sir,  Phcenk  Park,  June  13,  1799. 

I have  been  earnestly  requested  by  some  of  my  old  Ameri- 
can friends  to  apply  to  you  in  favour  of  Mr. who  was 

during  a part  of  the  war  iu  that  country,  and  who  either  is  at 
present,  or  very  lately  was  in  custody,  in  consequence  of  some 
inaccuracies  in  his  accounts  and  vouchers. 

You  will  not,  I trust,  suspect  me  of  intending  gravely  to  defend 
the  conduct  and  support  the  uprightness  of  the  various  public 
departments  of  the  army  during  the  American  war,  or  to  maintain 

that  because  others,  at  least  as  guilty,  have  escaped, ought 

not  to  be  punished. 

Without  meaning  however  to  insult  your  understanding  by 
such  attempts,  or  to  expose  my  own  weakness  and  folly  by  request- 
ing you  not  to  do  your  duty  to  the  public,  I hope  I may  state, 

without  impropriety,  that  poor is  a man  of  a very  amiable 

private  character,  that  in  his  official  situation  he  only  followed  the 
inviting  examples  of  the  times,  and  that  I think  him  an  object  for 
as  much  lenity  as  the  natoe  of  his  case  will  admit. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Phoenix  Park,  June  19,  1799. 

I yesterday  received  your  letter  dated  the  15th,  inclosing 
the  note  from  Lady  Spencer,^  and  an  official  bulletin^  was  likewise 
sent  to  us  from  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office.  There  seems  now 
to  be  no  cause  of  apprehension  for  our  naval  operations  in  the 
Mediterranean ; and  indeed,  the  only  blow  which  could  have  been 
struck  by  the  sailing  of  the  Brest  fleet,  was  against  our  fleet  which 
formed  the  blockade  of  Cadiz,  but  by  the  able  conduct  of  Lord 
Keith  that  has  happily  been  averted. 

We  have  certainly  been  gaining  ground  in  Parliamentary 
recruiting,  and  in  obtaining  county  declarations  since  the  proroga- 


‘ He  had  been  at  the  head  of  a military  m.  March  6,  1781,  George  John,  2nd  Earl 
department  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  whose  Spencer. 

compassion  was  moved  by  the  state  of  his  ^ The  intelligence  of  the  defeat  of  the 
wife  and  large  family.  His  case  is  often  French  in  the  Orisons,  and  of  the  capture  of 

alluded  to  in  the  letters  to  General  Ross.  the  citadel  of  Milan,  reached  London  in  the 

Lavinia,  dau.  of^Hiarles,  1st  Earl  of  morning  of  the  1 2th 
Lucan,  b.  July  27,  1762,  d.  June  8,  1831  ; 
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tion,  but  still  I dare  not  venture  to  speak  with  great  confidence. 
Lord  Downsliire  holds  at  best  a very  unsatisfactory  language,  and 
a man  who  has  for  many  years  exacted  and  enjoyed  the  exclusive 
patronage  of  the  Crown  in  the  provinces  of  the  north  must  be  a 
formidable  enemy.  To  court  a proud,  ill-tempered,  violent  fellow, 
raised  to  any  importance  by  the  weakness  of  former  Governments, 
and  wlio,  if  he  had  the  power,  would  in  a week  drive  this  wretched 
country  again  into  rebellion,  is  a pill  almost  too  bitter  for  me  to 
swallow.  If  Lord  D.  declares  against  us,  many  of  our  recruits  will 
insist  on  higher  bounty.  Nothing  but  a conviction  that  an  Union 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  British  Empire,  could 
make  me  endure  the  shocking  task  which  is  imposed  upon  me. 

I have  received  a letter  from  Macleod,  full  of  satisfaction  and 
gratitude.  Send  me  good  accounts  soon  of  Mrs.  Boss. 

Yours,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Most  Secret  and  Confidential.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  June  22,  1799. 

I had  the  honour  of  receiving  by  express  your  Grace’s 
despatch  marked  “ Secret  and  Confidential,”  in  answer  to  mine 
of  the  24th  of  May.  On  so  important  a question  of  policy  as 
that  wliich  I had  the  honour  of  submitting  to  your  Grace,  it  is 
a peculiar  satisfaction  to  my  mind,  that  the  line  of  conduct  which 
the  lionour  of  the  Crown  appeared  to  me  to  require,  and  which  t]ie 
particular  interests  of  the  King’s  Government  with  relation  to  the 
question  of  Union  additionally  called  for,  should  be  so  decidedly 
approved  by  His  Majesty  and  his  confidential  servants. 

I took  an  early  opportunity  of  impressing  the  friends  of  my 
Government  with  the  reasons  which  had  induced  me  to  recom- 
mend, and  His  Majesty  to  sanction,  the  removal  of  those  gentle- 
men from  his  service,  who  not  only  differed  in  sentiment  with 
my  Administration  on  the  question  of  Union,  but  who  had  in  a 
manner  not  the  most  respectful  refused  even  to  discuss  a measure 
which  had  been  recommended  from  the  Throne. 

W itliout  troubling  your  Grace  with  names  which  cannot  at  pre- 
sent be  mentioned  Avithout  considerable  explanations,  I think  I can 
with  safety  state  that  the  supporters  of  an  Union  in  tlie  Commons 
liave  increased  from  14b,  at  which  number  they  were  stated  in  my 
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last  despatch,  to  165.  The  increase  is  partly  acquired  from  the 
numbers  stated  as  against — partly  from  the  class  reckoned  as 
doubtful.  Should  nay  Lord  Downshire  persevere  in  his  present 
indisposition  to  the  measure,  I trust  he  may  at  least  be  induced  to 
leave  his  friends,  as  he  did  on  the  late  occasion,  to  pm*sue  their 
own  line,  in  which  case  we  should  divide  his  strength,  which  does 
not  in  the  present  Parliament  exceed  seven  votes. 

Having  stated  to  your  Grace  the  result  of  our  -exertions  as  far 
as  Parliament  is  concerned,  I wish  to  give  you  some  idea  of  the 
prospects  we  have  out  of  doors.  I feel  the  direction  of  the  public 
sentiment  superior  in  importance  to  every  other  object,  and  shall 
leave  no  effort  unmade  to  turn  it  to  advantage.  Every  publication 
of  merit  has  been  systematically  and  most  extensively  circulated, 
and  certainly  with  the  best  effects.  I have  most  earnestly  recom- 
men4ed  it  to  the  friends  of  Government  to  exert  themselves  during 
the  summer  in  their  several  counties,  and  have  urged  them,  with- 
out risking  popular  meetings,  to  obtain  declarations  similar  to 
those  of  Cork  and  Galway  in  favour  of  the  measure.  The  effort 
necessary  to  procure  these  declarations  has  roused  our  friends  to 
exertion,  and  inspired  them  with  a proportionable  zeal ; and  we 
find  in  the  counties  in  which  it  has  been  successfully  tried,  that 
it  has  been  not  less  useful  in  pledging  individuals  in  favour  of  the 
measm-e,  than  in  disposing  the  timid  to  declare  themselves,  and 
will  not  only  encourage  but  justify  our  former  opponents  in  Parlia- 
ment in  a change  of  conduct.  . . . 

I cannot  conclude  this  despatch  without  submitting  to  your 
Grace  some  suggestions  with  a view  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
measure.  The  period  of  bringing  forward  the  question  must 
necessarily  depend  on  the  future  temper  of  Parliament  and  of  the 
country.  Should  both  be  ripe  for  such  a proceeding,  I conclude 
your  Grace  would  not  consider  it  wise  to  hazard,  by  any  delay,  a 
change  of  sentiment,  and  that  you  would  recommend  the  assem- 
bling of  Parliament  without  loss  of  time.  When  that  much 
desired  moment  may  arrive  it  is  impossible  to  foresee ; but  it 
appears  to  me  desirable  that  every  detail,  connected  with  the 
measure  should  be  prepared  without  delay,  and  that  all  those 
points  wLich  will  remain  to  be  settled  by  Commissioners  named 
on  the  part  of  the  respective  countries,  after  tlie  general  resolu- 
tions shall  have  been  agreed  to,  should  be  privately  reviewed  and 
digested,  under  the  direction  of  Ministers,  by  a very  few  of  those 
persons  who  are  likely  afterwards  to  be  employed  in  conducting 
tlie  formal  treaty.  No  delay  need  then  occur  in  the  execution  of 
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tlie  measure.  The  period  of  the  conferences  between  the  Com- 
missioners, which  is  an  awkward  moment  of  suspense  and  cabal, 
both  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  would  be  materially  abridged,  and 
the  persons  so  emj^loyed  would  guide  the  respective  Commissioners 
more  certainly  afterwards  to  an  unanimous  decision,  having  had  an 
occasion  of  forming  common  opinions,  than  if  they  were  to  enter 
into  the  treaty  without  any  previous  intercourse. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

COKNW  ALLIS. 

In  1798  a Bill  passed  to  enable  the  Lord-Lieutenant  to  grant 
pensions  to  the  amount  of  3000^.,  as  a recompense  to  persons  who 
had  rendered  essential  services  to  the  State  during  the  Kebellion. 
This  sum  was  to  be  paid  to  the  Under-Secretary,  through  whose 
hands  it  was  (confidentially)  to  pass.  By  a warrant  dated  June  23, 


1799,  it  was  divided  as  follows: — 

£. 

Thomas  Reynolds,  his  wife,^  and  two  sons  1000 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cope,  and  her  three  daughters  1000 

John  Warneford  Armstrong 500 

Mrs.  Ryan,  widow  of  Daniel  Frederick  Ryan,  who  was  killed  by 

Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  and  her  daughters  200 

Mr.  Francis  Magan^ 200 

2900 

The  balance,  to  pay  fees,  &c 100 


£3000 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  June  26,  1799. 

I cannot  suffer  the  official  recommendations  to  go  over, 
without  troubling  your  Grace  with  a private  letter,  explanatory  of 
the  motives  which  have  induced  me  to  submit  the  persons  in 
question  for  His  Majesty’s  approbation. 

And  first  as  to  the  Provostship  which  has  become  vacant  by 
Dr.  Murray’s^  death.  After  communicating  with  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, wliose  unremitting  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
University  made  me  peculiarly  desirous  of  availing  myself  of  his 

^ Mrs.  Keynolds  d.  1856.  Thomas  Rev-  ^ He  was  a Catholic  barrister,  with  little 
nolds,  one  of  the  sons,  d.  1856.  A.  F.  business. 

Keynolds,  another  son,  b.  1791,  d.  July  23,  ®*Rev.  Richard  Murray,  D.D.,  d.  Jan.  20, 
1856.  1799.  Made  Provost,  Jan.  1795. 
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Lordship’s  assistance,  in  submitting  to  the  King  a proper  person  to 
fill  that  station,  I am  induced  to  recommend  the  appointment  of 
the  present  Yice-Provost,  Dr.  Kearney,^  as  under  all  the  circum- 
stances the  most  eligible.  The  situation  of  Provost  might  have 
been  disposed  of,  at  this  moment,  to  more  political  advantage  ; but 
it  appeared  to  me  more  for  the  interest  of  the  University,  and 
consequently  for  the  character  of  Government,  that  the  appoint- 
ment should  be  purely  with  the  view  to  the  promotion  of  learning 
and  good  discipline  within  the  College. 

Your  Grace  will  be  enabled  to  trace  in  the  inclosed  sketch,^  in 
wliich  the  connexions  of  the  persons  promoted  are  set  forth,  the 
motives  which  have  determined  me  in  their  several  appointments. 
I have  endeavoured  to  make  the  vacancies  which  have  occurred 
go  as  far  as  possible  in  meeting  the  wishes  of  our  friends,  and  I 
have  reason  to  believe  they  will  contribute  materially  to  strengthen 
Government  in  the  principal  departments. 

Your  Grace  will  observe  that  Mr.  Burgh  ^ is  to  be  removed 
from  the  Treasury  to  the  Board  of  Accounts.  As  this  gentle- 
man voted  with  us,  it  is  my  intention  to  make  his  present 
situation  equal  in  point  of  income  to  that  which  he  lately  held  ; 
but  I felt  it  indispensably  necessary  to  have  a Secretary  at  the 
Treasury,  on  whose  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Union  I could  place  more 
dependence. 

The  only  inconvenience  I at  present  foresee  as  likely  to  arise 
from  this  arrangement,  is  the  number  of  seats  which  will  be  vacant 
on  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  Including  two  already  vacant  by 
successions  in  the  Port  of  Waterford,  the  number  amounts  to  four- 
teen, which  will  probably  tempt  the  Anti-Union  party  to  make  an 
experiment  on  the  opening  of  Parliament,  whilst  so  many  of  our 
friends  are  excluded. 

I am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  state  that  the  country  in 
general  continues  in  perfect  tranquillity. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


^ Rev.  John  Kearney,  D.D.,  b.  1741,  d. 
May  22,  1813.  Made  Provost  on  Dr.  Mui'- 
ray’s  death,  and  Bishop  of  Ossory,  April, 
1806. 

2 Page  108. 

3 Thomas  Burgh,  of  Bert,  b.  May,  1744, 
d.  1810;  m.  1775,  Anne,  dau.  and  heir  of 


David  Agoin,  Esq.  Treasurer  of  the  Ordnance, 
Comptroller-General,  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, Commissioner  of  Accounts,  from  1779 
to  1804,  and  Commissioner  of  Revenue  from 
1807  till  his  death.  M.P.  for  Harristown, 
Oct.  1775  to  1776  ; Athy,  to  1790 ; Kil- 
beggan,  to  1797  ; Clogher,  to  Jan.  1800. 
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OflRce,  and  Value. 

Persons  to  succeed. 

In  whose  room. 

Patrons. 

Provostship  ..  2300/. 

Dr.  Kearney  .. 

Dr.  Murray, 

Commissioners  of  Revenue, 

Knight  of  Kerry  . . 

deceased. 

Colonel  Ross,* 

1000/. 

Mr.  Vandeleur  2 .. 

Mr.  Townshend^  .. 

deceased. 

Mr.  Wolfe, 
dismissed. 

Mr.  Knox, 

Lord  Shannon. 

Colonel  Longfield  ^ 

dismissed. 

Colonel  Foster, 

Lord  Longueville. 

Secretary  of  Treasury, 

SirG.  Shee^..  .. 

dismissed. 

Mr.  Burgh, 

lOOOZ. 

Surveyor  of  Ordnance, 

Lieut. -Col.  Uniacke  ® 

removed. 

Sir  G.  Shee, 

Mr.  Beresford  and 

800/. 

removed. 

Lord  Shannon. 

Commissioner  of  Accounts, 

Mr.  Burgh  .. 

Mr.  Neville, 

800/. 

Collector  of  Dublin  Excise, 

Mr.  Leigh  .. 

dismissed. 

Mr.  Scott,® 

Lord  Ely. 

1200/. 

Collector  of  Dublin  Port, 

Mr.  F.  Hutchinson^ 

deceased. 

Mr.  Jones,'® 

Lord  Donoughmore. 

1200/. 

Collector  of  Wexford,  700/. 

Mr.  Boyd”  .. 

superannuated. 
Mr.  Leigh, 

Lord  Ely. 

Barrack  Board,  400/. 

Mr.  Ormsby  . . 

removed. 

Maj.  C.  Hamilton, 

Mrs.  Bruen.** 

Colonel  Gore'^ 

dismissed. 

Mr.  Townshend, 

Lord  Leitrim.*'* 

Cursitor  in  Chancery,  500/. 

Right  Hon.  Mr. 

removed. 

Mr.  A.  Hamilton, 

Lord  Wicklow.*® 

Clerk  of  the  Entries,  500/. 

Forward 

Mr.  Carleton  ” 

dismissed. 

Colonel  Longfield, 

Inspector-General  of  Ex- 

Mr. Marshsril 

removed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford, 

ports  and  Imports,  400/. 
Treasurer  to  Catholic  Col- 

Mr. Knox  . 

dismissed. 

Mr.  Marshall, 

lege  300/. 

removed. 

* Right  Hon.  Robert  Ross,  d.  Feb.  1799, 
unmarried.  M.P.  for  Carlingford  from  1761 
to  1783,  then  for  Newry  till  bis  death.  Com- 
missioner of  Revenue  from  Dec.  1780  till 
his  death.  Uncle  of  Major-General  boss,  who 
was  killed  at  Baltimore. 

® Mr.  (afterwards  Right  Hon.)  John  Ormsby 
Vandeleur,  b.  1765,  d.  Nov.  28,  1828;  m. 
Nov.  17,  1800,  Frances,  dau.  of  Charles, 
1st  Marquis  of  Drogheda.  Commissioner  of 
Revenue,  1799  to  1802,  and  then  Commis- 
sioner of  Customs  to  1822.  M.P.  for  Carlow 
Borough,  1790  to  1797,  then  for  Ennis  to 
1802. 

^ John  Townshend,  of  Shepperton,  m.  Maria, 
dau.  of  Jonas  Morris,  Esq.,  of  Barley  Hill. 
Commissioner  of  Revenue  to  1810.  M.P.  for 
Dingle  Icouch,  1790  to  1797  ; Castlemartyr, 
to  the  Union. 

Colonel  Mountiford  Longfield,  b.  Aug. 
22,  1746,  d.  June  8,  1819;  m.  June,  1778, 

dau.  of  Bateman,  Esq.  M.P.  for  En- 

niscorthy  from  1783  to  1797,  and  for  the 
city  of  Cork  to  1818. 


® Sir  George  Shee,  Bart.,  so  created  Jan. 
22,  1 794,  b.  1758,  d.  Feb.  3,  1 825  ; m.  July  2, 
1784,  Elizabeth  Maria,  dau.  of  James  Crisp, 
Esq.  Surveyor-General  of  the  Ordnance, 
1797  to  1799,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  Ireland.  Under-Secretary  of  State  from 
1800  to  1803,  and  again  from  1806  to  1807. 
M.P.  for  Knocktopher  from  1797  to  the 
Union.  His  share  in  the  borough  was  valued 
at  1137/.  10s.  out  of  15,000/. 

® Lieut.-Colonel  Robert  Uniacke,  b.  1753, 
d.  Oct.  9,  1802  ; m.  Jan.  2, 1790,  Constantin, 
dau.  of  Right  Hon.  John  Beresford.  Surveyor- 
General  of  the  Ordnance  from  1799  till  his 
death.  M.P.  for  Youghal  from  1790  to  the 
Union. 

Robert  Leigh,  of  Rosegarland,  d.  1 803  ; 
m.  Feb.  9,  1751,  Arabella,  dau.  of  Robert 
Leslie,  Esq.,  of  Glasslough.  M.P.  for  New 
Ross  from  1783  to  Feb.  1801. 

® Matthias  Scott,  brother  of  John,  1st 
Earl  ofClonmell;  d.  March,  1799. 

9 Hon.  Francis  Hely  Hutchinson,  son  of 
the  Right  Hon.  John  Hely  Hutchinson,  and 

Baroness 
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Baroness  Donoughmore,  and  brother  of 
Richard,  1st  Earl  of  Donoughmore,  b,  Oct.  26, 
1759,  d.  Dec.  16,  1827  ; m.  Oct.  16,  1785, 
Frances  Wilhelmina,  dau.  and  heir  of  Henry 
Nixon,  Esq.  of  Bellmont.  He  retained  the 
office  of  Collector  of  Customs  till  his  death. 
M.P.  for  the  University  from  1790  to  1797, 
then  for  Naas  to  the  Union. 

Right  Hon.  Theophilus  Jones,  b.  1723, 
d.  Dec.  8,  1811  ; m.  1st,  March  29,  1754, 
Catherine,  dau.  of  Marcus,  1st  Earl  of  Ty- 
rone, and  widow  of  Thomas  Christmas,  Esq., 
of  Whitefield,  and  2nd,  1768,  Anne,  dau.  of 
Colonel  Murray.  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
Dublin  from  1767.  M.P.  for  Leitrim,  1760  ; 
Coleraine,  1769  ; Leitrim,  1776;  Monaghan 
borough,  1783;  Leitrim,  1797  to  1802. 

James  Boyd,  of  Roslare,  b.  1764,  d. 
1808  ; m.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Colonel  Walter 
Hore.  M.P.  for  Wexford  borough,  1797  to 
Feb.  1800. 

Mrs.  Bruen  (Dorothea  Henrietta),  dau.  of 
Francis  Knox,  Esq.,  of  Rappa,  and  widow  of 
Henry  Bruen,  Esq.;  b.  1758,  d.  May  28, 
1828;  m.  Oct.  16,  1787. 

‘3  William  Gore,  son  of  the  Bishop  of  Li- 
merick, d.  Sept.  1,  1832;  m.  1788,  Maria, 
dau.  of  Richard  P.  Head,  Esq.,  Commissioner 
and  then  Chairman  of  Stamps  from  Jan. 
1802  ‘to  Oct.  1823.  M.P.  for  Carrick  from 
1798  to  the  Union. 


1“*  Robert,  1st  Lord  Leitrim,  so  created  Oct. 
11,  1783,  and  made  Earl  of  Leitrim  Oct.  6, 
1795,  b.  Nov.  25,  1732,  d.  Jnly  27,  1804  ; 
m.  May  31,  1765,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Clot- 
worthy, 1st  Earl  of  Massareene.  He  held  the 
patent  offices  of  Comptroller, Searcher,  Packer, 
and  Gauger  of  the  Port  of  Dublin. 

Right  Hon.  William  Forward,  2nd  son  of 
Ralph,  1st  Viscount  Wicklow,  and  of  Alice, 
1st  Countess  of  Wicklow,  b.  1758,  d.  Sept. 
27,  1818  ; m.  March  31, 1787,  Eleanor,  dau. 
of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Caulfield.  On  the  death 
of  his  elder  brother  he  became,  Oct.  23,  1815, 
3rd  Earl  of  Wicklow.  M.P.  for  St.  Johnstown 
(Donegal),  from  1779  to  the  Union.  Cursitor 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  afterwards 
Treasurer  and  Receiver-General  of  the  Post 
Office. 

Robert,  2nd  Viscount  Wicklow,  and  on 
the  death  of  his  mother,  March  7,  1807,  2nd 
Earl  of  Wicklow,  b.  Aug.  7,  1757,  d.  Oct. 
23,  1815,  unm. 

17  Francis  Carleton.  Appointed  Aug.  1 799, 
d.  Dec.  22,  1828. 

13  Robert  Marshall.  Appointed  June  1799, 
superannuated  Aug.  15,  1811,  on  400L  a- 
year. 

1^  Alexander  Knox.  For  some  time  pre- 
vate  secretary  to  Lord  Castlereagh.  He  was 
the  author  of  several  works,  principally  on 
religious  subjects. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Dure  of  Portland. 


[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  June  28,  1799. 

I liave  received  your  Grace’s  letter  dated  tlie  24th  instant, 
respecting  Sir  Morton  Eden’s  peerage,^  and  have  given  orders  to 
have  the  purport  of  your  wishes  on  this  subject  carried  into  imme- 
diate effect.  Amongst  the  many  engagements  which  I have  been 
obliged  to  contract  in  the  event  of  the  success  of  the  measure  of  a 
Legislative  Union,  I have  promised  to  use  my  utmost  influence  to 
obtain  an  earldom  for  Lord  Kenmare,  and  I trust . if  he  should 
speak  on  the  subject  to  your  Grace,  that  you  will  encourage  him 
in  the  hopes  of  succeeding  in  his  request,  which  I do  not  think 


1 Sir  Morton  Eden,  K.B.,  5th  son  of  Sir 
Robert  Eden,  Bart.,  b.  July  8,  1752,  d.  Dec. 
6,  1830  ; m.  Aug.  7,  1783,  Elizabeth,  dau. 
of  Robert,  1st  Earl  of  Northington,  and  ulti- 
mately co-heir  of  her  brother  Robert,  the  2nd 
and  last  Earl.^  Sir  Morton  Eden  was  engaged 


in  the  diplomatic  service,  almost  without 
intermission,  from  1766  to  1799,  at  the 
courts  of  Munich,  Copenhagen,  Dresden,  Ber- 
lin, Madrid,  and  Vienna,  latterly  with  the 
rank  of  Ambassador.  Created  Lo)-d  Henley 
Nov.  9,  1799. 
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unreasonable,  and  which  would  in  my  opinion  serve  His  Majesty’s 
interests  in  this  kingdom.  j Pave,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to,  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Hear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  July  1,  1799. 

I have  received  your  letters  dated  the  26th  and  27th  ultimo, 
and  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  copies  of  your  latest  corre- 
spondence respecting  om^  situation  with  Tippoo. 

Forage  of  all  kinds  is  dear  in  this  country  beyond  all  precedent, 
but  I never  meditated  to  turn  to  grass  the  horses  of  any  regiments 
that  could  possibly  be  wanted  for  foreign  service. 

You  may  be  assured  that  the  three  regiments  which  you  men- 
tion, shall  be  kept  in  the  best  possible  order  ; for  the  5th  and  7th 
I can  answer,  and  I have  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  4th  will 
be  found  deficient.  If  those  regiments  of  heavy  cavalry  should  be 
taken  from  this  country,  it  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  wise  never  to 
let  them  return,  as  they  are  mounted  here  at  an  enormous  expense, 
and  as  light  dragoons  can  render  all  the  service  that  can  be  per- 
formed by  cavalry  in  Ireland,  viz.,  to  escort,  patrole,  and  prevent 
seditious  meetings,  all  which  duties  can  be  at  least  as  well  executed 
by  light  dragoons,  and  at  a much  less  expense  to  the  country. 

This  country  is  at  present  quiet,  but  I am  afraid  that  the  calm 
is  very  much  owing  to  the  removal  of  the  French  fleet  from  Brest 
to  the  Mediterranean. 

The  language  which  Lord  Hownshire  has  held  respecting  the 
Union  has  done  gTeat  mischief.  There  cannot  be  a stronger  argu- 
ment for  the  measure  than  the  overgrown  Parliamentary  power  of 
five  or  six  of  our  pampered  boroughmongers,  who  are  become  most 
formidable  to  Government  by  their  long  possession  of  the  entire 
patronage  of  the  Crown  in  their  respective  districts.  You  may  be 
assured  that  the  mass  of  the  people  of  Ireland  do  not  feel  them- 
selves in  the  -smallest  degree  interested  about  the  question  of 
Union,  and  that  it  is  in  Dublin  only  where  any  popular  clamour 
can  possibly  be  excited. 

I shall  desire  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Wexford  regiment 
to  sound  his  corps  about  their  willingness  to  go  on  actual  service, 
and  I should  recommend  your  trying  the  same  experiment  with 
the  King’s  County,  which  is  gone  to  Guernsey.  Both  these  regi- 
ments are  strong  in  point  of  number,  and  composed  of  very  able- 
bodied  men,  who  would,  I have  no  doubt,  behave  very  well  out  of 
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their  own  country ; and  your  employing  them  would  infuse  a spirit 
into  the  militia  in  general  here,  and  would  flatter  the  pride  of  the 
country. 

I am,  with  very  sincere  regard.  Dear  Sir, 

Most  truly  yours, 

Cornwallis. 

P.S. — If  the  Wexford  regiment  should  hesitate  about  going  on 
an  expedition,  I think  from  a letter  which  I have  received  from 
General  St.  John,^  of  which  I enclose  a copy,  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  our  obtaining  the  services  of  the  Louth,  which  is  the  best- 
disciplined  of  the  whole,  and  commanded  by  the  Speaker’s  son, 
who  is  a better  soldier  than  a politician. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Phoenix  Park,  July  2,  1799. 

We  have  no  thoughts  at  present  of  dissolving  our  Parlia- 
ment, from  which,  I think,  we  could  derive  no  possible  benefit- 
The  mass  of  the  people  of  Ireland  do  not  care  one  farthing  about 
the  Union,  and  they  equally  hate  both  Government  and  Opposi- 
tion. It  would,  I believe,  be  impossible  to  excite  any  popular 
commotion  against  the  Union  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  except 
in  Dublin.  But  the  favourers  of  the  measure  are  lukewarm,  and, 
although  they  think  it  may  be  of  service  to  the  State,  are  afraid 
that  it  may  interfere  a little  with  their  own  private  views  and 
interests,  whilst  there  are  some  factious  persons  in  almost  every 
county  who  are  violent  against  it,  and  who  would  not  fail  to  pro- 
pose a test  to  the  candidates,  and  I believe  there  would  be  very 
few  candidates  with  suflicient  virtue  and  public  spirit  to  induce 
them  to  refuse  the  test  if  they  thought  the  taking  it  would  save 
them  fifty  guineas  in  their  election  expenses.  In  the  close 
boroughs  a new  election  could  make  no  possible  difference.  On 
the  whole  I am  afraid  that  the  great  people  on  your  side  of  the 
water  are  too  sanguine  about  our  success.  I feel  some  difficulty 
in  giving  an  opinion  on  the  subject  of  small  arms,  mentioned  in 
your  letter  of  the  24th,  but  on  the  whole  I incline  to  go  on  making 

' Major-General,  afterwards  General  the  of  William,  ,5th  Marquis  of  Lothian  ; 2nd, 
Hon.  Frederick  St.  John,  2nd  son  of  Frede-  April  6,  1793,  Arabella,  dau.  of  William, 
rick,  3rd  Viscount  St.  John,  and  2nd  Vis-  6th  Lord  Craven;  3rd,  Nov.  14,  1821, 
count  Bolingbroke,  b.  Dec.  20,  1765,  d.  Nov.  Caroline,  dau.  of  J.  Parsons,  Esq.  M.P.  for 
19,  1844;  m.  1st,  Dec,  8,  1788,  Mary,  dan.  the  city  of  Oxford  in  the  Parliament  of  1818. 
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the  inferior  arms  till  we  see  the  advantages  of  the  present  im- 
portant campaign  more  consolidated,  and  the  event  of  our  pro- 
jected expedition.^  We  ought  not  to  want  more  arms  soon  in  tliis 
country,  but  that  is  no  reason  that  we  may  not  do  it.  Tom 
Pakenham^  is  at  present  in  the  north,  when  he  returns  I will 
talk  to  him  about  that  business ; but  although  he  is  the  best  man 
at  the  Board,  he  is  rather  light-headed  and  has  not  much  method. 

Lord  C the  Master-General,  takes  no  concern  about  the 

matter  ; he  has  sold  Luttrellstown,'*  and  means  to  vote  for  the 
Union  which  he  has  so  loudly  and  indecently  reprobated. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 


[Private.] 

Dear  Sir,  Phcenlx  Park,  July  3,  1799. 

I have  read  the  letters  and  papers  from  India  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction,  and  although  war  must  always  be  attended 
with  a degree  of  uncertainty,  yet  I think,  let  the  negotiations  with 
Tippoo  turn  out  as  they  may,  that  you  have  a right  to  look  to  the 
ultimate  event  with  confidence. 

I find  that  the  measure  of  employing  some  regiments  of  Irish 
militia  is  not  likely  to  be  approved  on  your  side  of  the  water,  and 
shall  therefore  say  nothing  more  on  the  subject,  but  I cannot  help 


1 The  expedition  to  the  Helder. 

2 Hon.  Thomas,  afterwards  Admiral  Sir 
Thomas  Pakenham,  G.C.B.,  son  of  Thomas,  1st 
Baron  Longford,  and  of  Elizabeth,  Countess 
of  Longford,  b.  1757,  d.  Feb.  2,  1836; 
m.  Jan.  24,  1785,  Louisa,  dau.  of  Right 
Hon.  Thomas  Staples,  and  niece  of  Right 
Hon.  Thomas  Conolly  (to  whose  estates  her 
husband  succeeded).  He  was  successively 
Surveyor-General,  Lieut.-General,  and  Mas- 
ter-General of  the  Ordnance,  from  1789  till 
the  department  was  consolidated  with  the 
English  Board  in  1803.  M.P.  for  Longford 
borough  from  1783  to  1790,  Kells  to  1797, 
and  Longford  again  till  the  Union.  He  was 
one  of  the  Government  “ whips”  during  the 
Union  debates. 

3 Henry  Lawes,  2nd  Earl  of  Carhampton, 
a General  and  Colonel  6th  Dragoon  Guards, 
b.  Aug.  7,  1743,  d.  Apr.  25,  1821  ; m.  June 
25,  1776,  Jane,  dau.  of  George  Boyd,  Esq. 
While  Commander-in-Chief  in  Ireland,  in 
1796-7,  a conspiracy  was  formed  to  assassi- 
nate him,  and  the  ringleader,  .James  Dunn, 


(Lord  Carhampton’s  own  smith), and  Patrick 
Carty,  were  executed  for  the  offence.  Thomas 
and  Garrett  Byrne  were  deeply  implicated  in 
this  affair.  He  was  elected  for  Bossiney,  May, 
1768,  while  Mr.  Luttrell,  but  vacated  the  seat 
in  the  following  April  to  oppose  Wilkes  in 
Middlesex.  Wilkes  had  on  the  poll  a majority  of 
1143  against  296,  but  the  House  nevertheless, 
on  the  15th  April,  resolved  that  Mr.  Luttrell 
was  duly  elected.  He  sat  again  for  Bossiney  and 
Plympton  to  Feb.  1794,  and  for  Okehampton 
from  1817  till  his  death.  Lord  Carhampton 
spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life  at  his  beau- 
tiful residence  Painshill  in  Surrey.  This  is 
probably  the  only  place  in  England  where 
within  the  memory  of  man  wine  in  consider- 
able quantities  has  been  made  from  grapes 
growing  in  an  open  vineyard.  The  Editor 
has  tasted  this  wine,  which  was  of  really 
good  quality,  and  of  the  colour  of  pale  sherry. 

■*  Luttrellstown  was  bought  by  Luke  White, 
Esq.,  who  changed  its  name  to  Woodlands, 
which  is  now  the  residence  of  Colonel  White. 
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thinking  that  you  lose  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a more  efficient 
force  than  can,  at  this  moment,  be  procured  by  any  other  means. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Secret  and  most  Coiifidentia].] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  July  8,  1799. 

When  I received  your  Grace’s  letter  suggesting  the  pro- 
priety of  moving  His  Majesty  to  confer  at  this  time  a British 
peerage  on  Lord  Clare,  I was  not  without  apprehension  that  it 
might  occasion  some  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  Lord  Ely,  whom 
we  have  at  length,  with  much  difficulty,  brought  to  promise  to  take 
a zealous  part  in  promoting  resolutions  in  favour  of  the  Union 
in  those  counties  where  his  property  gives  him  a considerable 
influence. 

From  a conviction,  however,  that  it  would  be  highly  imprudent 
to  allow  Lord  Ely  to  obtain  the  principal  object  of  his  wishes  before 
that  measure  is  carried  which  tends  to  deprive  liim  of  great  portion 
of  his  importance,  and  from  a sense  of  the  indelicacy  of  suffering 
the  Chancellor  to  wait  for  a mark  of  His  Majesty’s  favour  until  the 
day  of  general  remuneration  shall  arrive,  I do  not  hesitate  to  give 
my  opinion  in  favour  of  Lord  Clare’s  immediate  promotion.^ 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis, 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  July  8,  1799. 

. . . It  was  privately  intimated  to  me  that  the  senti- 

ments of  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel  were  less  unfriendly  to  the 
Union  than  they  had  been,  on  which  I took  an  opportunity  of 
conversing  with  his  Grace  on  the  subject,  and  after  discussing 
some  preliminary  topics  respecting  the  representation  of  the 
Spiritual  Lords  and  the  probable  vacancy  of  the  see  of  Dublin, 
he  declared  his  great  unwillingness  at  all  times  to  oppose  the 
measures  of  Government,  and  especially  on  a point  in  which  His 
Majesty’s  feelings  were  so  much  interested,  to  whom  he  professed 

' Lord  Clare  was  created  Lord  Fitzgibbon,  Sept.  24,  1799. 


VOL.  III. 


I 


114 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XX. 


the  highest  sense  of  gratitude  and  the  most  perfect  devotion,  and 
concluded  by  a cordial  declaration  of  friendship. 

The  Archbishop  is  looked  upon  in  this  country  as  a wise  and 
able  pobtician,  and  I consider  the  acquisition  of  his  support  as  an 
object  of  no  small  importance. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

CORKVVALLIS. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Phcenix  Park,  July  8,  1799. 

I received  a letter  from  Lord  Mornington  giving  the  melan- 
choly account  of  poor  Cherry’s  death,  the  day  before  I got  your 
letter,  and  most  sincerely  do  I lament  his  loss.  Lord  M.  says  that 
he  is  perfectly  well,  and  that  he  has  no  doubt  of  a prosperous  issue 
of  all  our  affairs  in  that  quarter.  His  letter  is  dated  Feb.  21,  Fort 
St.  George.  I have  been  for  some  time  a little  apprehensive  that 
Suwarrow^  was  going  too  fast,  and  leaving  too  many  fortresses 
behind  him,  and  my  uneasiness  was  much  increased  when  I heard 
of  the  reinforcement  that  was  landed  at  Genoa  to  join  Moreau. 
Macdonald’s  ^ movement  towards  Mantua  shows  that  my  fears  were 
not  totally  ill-founded,  and  I am  much  afraid  that  the  termination 
of  the  campaign  will  not  correspond  witli  the  brilliancy  of  its  open- 
ing.^ That  army  must  have  little  to  fear  from  the  enemy,  which 
undertakes  at  the  same  time  to  besiege  Mantua  and  the  citadel  of 
Turin,  and  blockade  the  citadels  of  Tortona  and  Alessandria.  I 
hope  we  shall  not  engage  in  any  rash  attempt  near  home  that  is 
likely  to  meet  with  some  success  at  first,  but  must  afterwards  turn 
against  us.  The  sanguine  temper  of  my  friends  makes  me  tremble. 
Pakenham  has  returned,  and  I have  directed  Parish  to  obtain  from 
him  an  accurate  statement  of  the  number  and  condition  of  the 
small  arms  in  this  country,  with  the  demands  that  may  be  expected. 


1 Pierre  Alexis  Count  Suwarrow,  created 
Prince  Italisky,  born  in  the  Ukraine  Nov.  13, 
1729,  and  (notwithstanding  his  great  military 
services)  died  in  a sort  of  disgrace  May  18, 
1800,  the  Emperor  Paul  having,  in  one  of 
his  fits  of  caprice,  taken  offence,  because  Su- 
warrow had  neglected  some  trifling  point  of 
military  etiquette. 

2 Etienne  Joseph  Jacques  Macdonald,  after- 
wards Due  de  Tarento  and  Marshal  of 
France,  descended  fi'om  a branch  of  the  Mac- 
donalds of  Skye,  who  had  settled  in  France, 
b.  at  Sedan  Nov.  17,  1765,  d.  Sept.  24, 
1840;  m.  1st,  Mdlle.  Jacob;  2nd,  the  widow 


of  General  Joubert,  daii.  of  the  Marquis  de 
Montholon;  3rd,  1823,  Ernestine  Therese, 
dau.  of  Jean  Frangois,  Baron  de  Bourgoing. 

^ The  allied  armies  had  been  very  success- 
ful in  Italy.  They  compelled  the  French  to 
abandon  the  territories  of  Naples,  Rome, 
Milan,  and  Piedmont,  and  by  the  close  of  the 
year  Genoa  alone  remained  to  France.  Mat- 
ters took  a different  tmn  in  Germany  and 
Switzerland  ; gross  mismanagements,  chiefly 
attributable  to  the  Aulic  Council,  lost  to  the 
Allies  most  of  the  advantages  they  had  gained, 
and  materially  damaged  the  reputation  of 
their  armies. 
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which  shall  be  transmitted  to  you.  Send  me  good  accounts  soon 
of  Mrs.  Boss.  Yours,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  July  10,  1799. 

I have  only  time  to  assure  you  that  I am  most  truly  happy 
to  hear  of  Mrs.  Ross’s  safe  delivery,  and  of  your  having  a son,^  and 
sincerely  hope  that  the  mother  and  child  may  do  well.  I must 
likewise  propose  myself  for  a godfather. 

Brome  and  Lady  Louisa  join  in  hearty  congratulations,  and  so 
does  Mr,  Gardiner,  who  happened  to  be  with  me  when  I received 
your  letter.  Yours  ever  most  sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  July  12,  1799. 

I yesterday  received  your  letter  dated  the  8th,  and  have 
given  immediate  orders  for  the  march  of  the  29th  Regiment  to 
Cork  in  order  to  be  ready  to  embark  for  Southampton.  You  must 
send  some  ships  to  carry  them  and  the  92nd,  for  we  have  not  found 
it  possible,  at  any  price,  to  procure  transports  to  convey  troops  up 
the  Channel. 

I will  write  to  you  very  soon  on  the  subject  of  the  state  of  force 
in  Ireland,  considering  the  matter  in  the  two  views  which  you  sug- 
gest ; but  there  is  no  immediate  hurry  for  this  communication,  as, 
after  the  departure  of  the  29th,  there  will  not  remain  a single  dis- 
posable regiment  in  Ireland  fit  for  any  service,  either  at  home  or 
abroad. 

It  is,  however,  by  no  means  my  wish  at  this  critical  period  to  . 
lock  up  a single  man  uselessly  in  this  country.  If  it  should  not  be 
absolutely  necessary,  I hope  Major-General  Nugent  will  not  be 
taken  from  me ; his  wise  and  steady  conduct  has  gained  him  such 
universal  respect,  that,  without  offending  them,  he  can  in  a great 
degree  restrain  the  violence  of  the  loyalists  of  the  north,  which, 
without  due  control,  would  soon  drive  the  country  into  another 
insurrection. 

We  shall  turn  our  most  earnest  attention  to  the  possibility  of 

* The  only  child  of  General  and  Mrs.  Ross,  b.  July  6. 
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obtaining  men  from  tlie  Irish  militia  before  the  meeting  of  onr 
Parliament,  but,  from  the  conversations  which  I have  hitherto  had 
on  the  subject,  I confess  that  I do  not  feel  very  sanguine. 

I most  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  Siiwarrow’s^  victory, 
which  appears  to  have  been  well-timed,  as  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Italy  began  to  wear  a doubtful  aspect.  j 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  PoSS,  PhcenixPark,  July  15,  1799. 

Although  we  were  prepared  to  receive  good  news,  the 
accounts  which  came  yesterday  greatly  exceeded  my  expectation. 
We  are  going  presently  to  celebrate  Suwarrow’s  victory  by  a feii 
de  joie.  The  surrender  of  the  citadel  of  Turin  surprised  me  most, 
as  it  was  formerly  considered  as  one  of  the  best  fortresses  in 
Europe.^  If  Lady  Spencer’s  accounts  are  well-founded,  I shall 
begin  to  hope  that  I shall  once  more  see  Europe  in  a state  of 
peace,  good  order,  and  security. 

Johnson,^  Gardiner,  and  Eustace,^  are  all  put  off  the  Staff.  It 
was  a delicate  business  to  make  the  selection,  and  after  losing  ten 
thousand  of  om’  best  troops  there  was  no  good  pretext  for  increasing 
our  number  of  Lieut.-Generals.  Johnson,  although  a wrong-headed 
blockhead,  is  adored  for  his  defence  at  Xew  Boss,  and  considered 
as  the  saGour  of  the  south,  and  poor  Eustace,  after  43  years’  service, 
is  reduced  to  his  company  in  the  33rd,  and  a small  ten  shilling 
government.  Yonrs  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 


[Private.] 

Dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  July  19,  1799. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  you  made  in  your  letter 
dated  the  8th  instant,  I transmit  a state  of  the  force  of  which  the 
army  of  Ireland  will  consist  after  the  departure  of  the  regiments 

1 The  battles  of  the  Trebbia,  in  which  Mac-  had  been  on  active  service  many  years, 

donald  was  totally  defeated,  took  place  on  the  ^ Lieut. -General  Charles  Eustace,  b.  1740, 
17th,  18th,  and  19th  June.  d.  June  10,  1801  ; m.  1772,  Alicia,  dau.  of 

^ Turin  surrendered  June  20.  Oliver  M'Causland,  Esq.,  of  Stranorlair.  He 

3 Major-General,  afterwards  General  Sir  had  been  on  Lord  Cornwallis’s  Staflf  in  Ame- 

Henry  Johnson,  Bart,  (so  created  Oct.  3,  rica,  and  in  1800  was  made  Colonel-Com- 

1818),  G.C  B.,  Colonel  5th  Regiment,  b.  mandant  of  the  2nd  battalion  of  the  68th. 

1747,  d.  March  18,  1835  ; m.  Rebecca,  dau.  M.P.  for  Clonmiues,  Feb.  1794;  Fethard, 

of  David  Franks,  Esq.,  of  Islevvorth.  He  1797  to  the  Union. 
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which  are  on  tlie  point  of  leaving  ns,  and  the  arrival  of  the  2nd 
West  York  and  Carmarthen  Militia,  which  are  expected  from 
England. 

After  wliat  has  passed,  I need  not  tell  you  how  little  dependence 
is  to  be  placed  on  the  Irish,  militia  serving  in  their  own  country, 
but,  notwithstanding  this  circumstance,  the  firm  and  temperate 
conduct  of  Government  has  so  tranquillized  the  whole  island  that 
we  have  little  to  fear  from  civil  commotion,  and  I see  no  reason  to 
apprehend  that  the  force  which  will  be  left  in  Ireland  after  the 
departure  of  the  regiments  now  ordered  on  foreign  service,  and  of 
all  the  corps  of  English  militia  which  came  over  in  the  year  1798, 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  secure  peace  and  good  order  tlu’oughout 
the  kingdom. 

As,  however,  it  is  probable  that  the  regiments  of  English  militia 
which  have  arrived  in  1799,  will  desire  to  return  in  the  course  of 
the  next  summer,  it  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  advisable  to  endeavour 
to  replace  them  with  troops  of  the  same  description  ; but  in  giving 
a speculative  opinion  of  this  nature,  you  must  be  sensible  that  I 
must  speak  with  a great  degree  of  uncertainty,  as  no  person  in 
times  like  the  present  can  foresee  what  turn  the  temper  of  men’s 
minds  will  take  in  the  course  of  a twelvemonth. 

On  considering  the  security  of  this  country  on  the  2nd  point  of 
view,  namely,  the  apprehension  of  a foreign  attack,  I shall,  in  the 
first  place  observe,  that  at  the  period  of  the  late  threatened  inva- 
sion the  effective  force  amounted  to  about  52,000  infantry  and 
7000  cavalry,  and  that  19,000  of  the  former  were  selected  as  a 
moveable  corps,  to  act  upon  different  points  as  circumstances 
might  direct. 

Since  that  time  about  10,000  infantry  of  the  best  quality  have 
been  withdrawn,  and  if  the  remainder  of  the  English  militia  should 
have  left  us  previous  to  the  supposed  appearance  of  invasion,  our 
whole  force,  to  be  applied  to  every  purpose,  will  not  be  greater 
than  that  wliich  it  was  deemed  expedient  on  the  last  occasion  to 
appropriate  solely  to  the  preservation  of  order  in  the  country, 
exclusive  of  the  army  which  was  held  in  immediate  readiness  to 
oppose  the  enemy  in  the  field. 

Having  stated  what  has  been  thought  necessary  in  order  to 
give  security  and  confidence  to  the  well-affected,  I have  only  to 
add,  that,  however  favourable  the  present  aspect  of  this  country 
may  be,  it  can  hardly  be  expected  to  undergo  so  total  a change  as 
not  to  require  a considerable  reinforcement  of  troops  of  the  best 
description,  if  at  any  time  it  should  appear  probable  that  an  inva- 
sion would  be  attempted,  and  I should  therefore  recommend  that 
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in  addition  to  such  a force  of  English  militia  as  might  be  expected 
to  come  forward  on  the  occasion,  you  should  endeavour  to  keep  a 
body  of  4000  or  5000  regular  infantry  so  much  within  your  reach,  as 
to  be  able  to  avail  yourselves  of  it  in  time  for  the  service  of  Ireland 
if  the  emergency  should  occur.  j 

Cornwallis. 

This  letter  was  accompanied  by  a return  of  the  strength  of  the 
army  in  Ireland.  It  included  three  regiments  of  English  militia 
not  yet  landed ; but  two  regiments  of  regular  infantry,  one  of  Irish 
militia,  and  all  the  regiments  of  English  militia  about  to  embark  for 
England  were  excluded,  as  well  as  tliree  regiments  of  heavy  cavalry 
under  orders  for  foreign  service.  The  whole  available  force  consisted 
of  seven  regiments  of  cavalry,  seven  infantry  of  the  line,  thirteen  of 
English  and  Scotch  militia,  thirty-six  fencible  regiments,  consisting 
both  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  thirty-five  regiments  of  Irish  militia. 
The  whole  amounted  to  45,419  effectives,  besides  artillery,  of  which 
there  is  no  return.  Several  of  the  fencible  regiments,  however, 
were  not  in  a very  efficient  state,  and  the  opinions  entertained  by 
Lord  Cornwallis  respecting  some  of  the  other  corps  have  been 
already  frequently  expressed.  All  these  statements  clearly  show 
how  small  was  the  force  on  which  any  real  reliance  could  be  placed. 
Lord  Cornwallis  was  fully  alive  to  the  difficulties  of  his  position, 
and  on  the  24th  of  July  he  wrote  from  Kilkenny  Castle  to  the 
Luke  of  Portland  in  these  terms : — 

The  force  remaining  in  Ireland  is  sufficient  to  preserve 
})eace, — totally  inadequate  to  repel  foreign  invasion.” 

Marquis  Corxwwllis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Lear  Ross,  Phoenu  Park,  July  21,  1799. 

I received  last  night  your  letter  dated  the  16th,  and  have 
very  little  time  this  day  to  write,  as  I am  preparing  to  set  out 
tomorrow  on  a tour  for  three  weeks  to  the  south  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  declarations,  &c.,  in  favour  of  the  Union.  On  the  whole 
we  certainly  gain  ground. 

The  expeditioyis,  as  they  are  called,  are  a favourite  service,  and 
we  must  do  aU  we  can  to  forward  the  business.  We  could,  I think, 
sjjare  from  one  to  two  hundred  Irish  artillerymen,  of  good  size  and 
well-looking.  Perhaps  if  they  were  sent  with  young  officers,  none 
of  which  should  have  a higher  rank  than  that  of  captain,  they 
might  be  usefully  employed  for  the  public  service  mixed  with  oui 
artillery,  and  would,  in  the  mean  time,  acquire  experience,  which 
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they  very  much  want.  I wish  you  would  talk  to  Macleod  about 
this  plan,  and  desire  him  when  he  thinks  of  it  to  lay  aside  aU 
prejudice. 

I may  perhaps  now  and  then  give  you  a short  line  during  my 
expedition.  I am  much  flattered  by  your  kind  acceptance  of  me 
for  a godfather ; give  my  kindest  compliments  to  Mrs.  Boss. 

Yours  ever  most  sincerely, 

COENWALLIS. 

Let  me  know  as  soon  as  you  can  what  you  think  about  the 
detachment  of  Irish  artillery. 


Makquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

DeAK  Ross,  Kilkenny,  July  24,  1799. 

I am  got  thus  far  on  my  tour  in  the  most  shocking  weather 
that  can  be  conceived  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The  good 
reception  which  I have  hitherto  experienced,  makes  up  however 
for  the  severity  of  the  elements.  The  two  addresses  which  I this 
day  received  were  expressive  of  the  most  earnest  desire  for  an 
Union,  and  of  the  warmest  approbation  of  the  measures  of  my 
administration. 

I have  my  fears  about  our  Continental  projects,  and  I am  sorry 
that  Mr.  Dundas  has  again  listened  to  malicious  suggestions  against 
the  Ordnance,  but  there  is  no  help  for  these  things.  Good  luck 
and  the  weakness  of  our  enemies  may  help  us  in  the  first  instance, 
and  I have  no  doubt  on  the  latter  point  that  Mr.  D.  will  soon  see 
his  error  and  be  ashamed  of  himself. 

General  Hewett  to  my  great  concern  is,  I am  afraid,  going  to 
leave  us,  and  to  succeed  Fox  at  Chatham;  this  wiU  distress  me 
beyond  measure,  as  well  from  the  loss  of  so  able  an  assistant,  as 
from  the  great  difficulty  I am  under  in  fixing  on  a successor.  I 
really  know  not  what  to  do.  I am  afraid  Raymond  would  hardly 
be  equal  to  the  task,  and  yet  I hardly  know  how  to  pass  over  him. 

Brome  is  with  me.  Lady  Louisa  remains  at  the  park,  where  she 
has  her  friend  Lady  Castlereagh  ^ for  her  next-door  neighbour. 

Believe  me  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


* Emily,  dau.  and  co-heii*  of  John,  2nd  d.  Feb.  12,  1829;  m.  June  4,  1794,  Robert, 
Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  b.  Feb.  20,  1772,  Viscount  Castlereagh. 
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Marquis  Cornavallis  to  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel. 

My  dear  Lord,  Castle  Martyr,  Aug.  2,  1799. 

I find  that  oiir  friends  in  tlie  county  of  Tipperary  are  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  a County  Meeting  sLould  be  called,  and  are 
under  no  apprehension  about  the  success  of  the  measure. 

I have,  therefore,  only  to  request  that  your  Grace  will  allow 
your  respectable  name  to  be  subscribed  to  the  requisition. 

I have  the  honoim  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  Archbishop  of  Cashel  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

J\Iy  Lord,  Cashel,  Friday  night,  Aug.  2,  1799. 

At  eight  o’clock  this  night  I received  a letter  from  the 
High  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Tipperary,  Mr.  Hutchinson,  inclosing 
a requisition  for  calhng  a meeting  of  this  county  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  subject  of  an  Union,  to  which  I gave  the  inclosed 
answer  No.  1,  not  then  knowing  your  Excellency’s  final  determina- 
tion on  that  subject.  But  at  a quarter  past  nine  o’clock  this  night, 
about  an  hour  after  the  High  Sheriff’s  messenger  had  taken  my 
answer,  I had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Excellency’s  letter  from 
Castle  Martyr  dated  this  day,  in  consequence  of  which  I have 
Avritten  a second  letter  to  the  High  Sheriff,  of  which  I take  the 
liberty  of  enclosing  a copy  to  your  Excellency,  being  numbered  2, 
and  vTitten  on  the  same  sheet  of  paper  as  the  copy  of  my  first 
answer.  This  second  letter  I shall  send  to  the  High  Sheriff  very 
early  to-morrow  morning.  I p^ve,  &c., 

C.  Cashell. 

P.S. — The  dragoon  who  brought  your  Excellency’s  letter  will 
set  out  from  hence  early  to-morrow  morning. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Mount  shannon,  near  Limerick,  Aug.  8,  1799. 

I have  just  received  by  express  from  Plymouth  the  account 
brought  by  the  ‘ Triton  ’ of  thg  sailing  of  the  combined  fieet  from 
Cadiz  on  the  21st  ultimo. 

Although  I can  have  no  doubt  that  His  Majesty’s  confidential 
servants  will  use  every  exertion  to  send  reinforcements  to  tliis 
country  if  they  should  see  any  imminent  danger  of  its  beuig 
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attacl^ed,  I should  be  wanting  in  my  duty  if  I did  not  str(Jigly 
represent  the  expediency  of  their  keeping  a body  of  infantry  within 
their  reach,  of  a different  species  from  that  of  wliich  our  present 
army  in  Ireland  is  entfrely  composed. 

I propose  to  set  out  for  Dublin  very  early  to-morrow  morning. 

I have,  &c., 

COEWALLIS. 

Just  after  the  return  of  Lord  Cornwallis  from  this  tour,  he  very 
narrowly  escaped  being  shot  by  one  of  his  ovm  sentries.  On  the 
evening  of  August  11  he  was  returning  on  foot  to  the  Castle,  and, 
ha\Tng  dismissed  his  Aide-de-Camp,  was  alone,  when  he  was  chal- 
lenged by  the  soldier  on  duty.  The  challenge  was  probably  un- 
heard, no  countersign  was  given,  the  sentry  fired,  and  the  ball 
passed  close  to  Lord  Cornwallis.  It  was  strongly  suspected  that 
the  soldier  was  a United  Irishman,  and,  being  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  Lord-Lieutenant’s  person  and  habits,  had  availed  himself 
of  a circumstance  which  would,  in  a military  point  of  view,  have 
justified  him  had  his  act  been  attended  with  fatal  consequences. 
After  this  occmTcnce,  his  Staff  would  never  allow  Lord  Cornwallis 
to  go  anywhere  unattended. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Aug.  13,  1799. 

I returned  to  town  on  Friday  from  my  southern  tour,  and 
am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  convey  to  your  Grace  the 
most  satisfactory  accounts  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  in 
point  of  tranquillity,  as  in  general  good  disposition  towards  the 
Government  and  cordial  approbation  of  the  measure  of  Union. 
This  sentiment  is  confined  to  no  particular  class  or  description  of 
men,  but  equally  pervades  both  the  Catholic  and  Protestant  bodies, 
and  I was  much  gratified  in  observing  that  those  feelings  which 
originated  with  the  higher  orders,  have  in  a great  degi'ee  extended 
themselves  to  the  body  of  the  people.  . . . 

Were  the  Commons  of  Ireland  as  naturally  connected  with  the 
people  as  they  are  in  England,  and  as  liable  to  receive  their  im- 
pressions, with  the  ])rospects  we  have  out  of  doors,  I should  feel 
that  the  question  was  in  a great  degree  carried,  but  your  Grace 
is  so  well  acquainted  mth  the  constitution  of  the  assembly  in 
which  this  question  is  to  be  prosecuted,  and  must  be  aware  how 
anxiously  personal  objects  will  be  connected  with  this  measure. 
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Avhicli  goes  to  new-model  the  public  consequence  of  every  man  in 
Parliament,  and  to  diminisli  most  materially  the  authority  of  the 
most  powerful,  that  your  Grace  will  feel,  however  advantageous 
it  is  for  the  Government  to  carry  the  public  sentiment  with  it, 
that  distinct  interests  are  there  to  be  encountered  wliich  will 
require  all  the  exertions  and  aU  the  means  of  Government  to 
overcome,  and  which  may  still  very  much  delay  and  impede  the 
accomplishment  of  this  great  settlement. 

Lord  Castlereagh  will  state  to  your  Grace  more  in  detail  my 
ideas  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  on  which  the  early  success  of 
the  measure  wiQ,  under  the  present  appearances,  absolutely  and 
entii-ely  depend.  I 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Aug.  14,  1799. 

. . . Since  I stated  to  your  Grace  my  opinion  in  favour 

of  an  early  session,  several  circumstances  have  occurred  to  induce 
me  to  doubt  the  poHcy  of  assembling  the  Parliament  before 
Christmas.  The  principal  object  in  doing  so  would  be  to  lay  on 
an  income-tax,  a measure  Mr.  Pitt  considered  the  public  exigencies 
to  requhe,  and  which  in'  policy  he  thought  (an  opinion  in  which  at 
the  time  I strongly  concurred)  should  precede  the  Union. 

Since  my  despatch  on  that  subject,  and  on  a more  mature  con- 
sideration, the  principal  friends  of  Government,  but  particularly 
Mr.  Beresford  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  have  repre- 
sented to  me,  for  reasons  which  they  will  detail  to  your  Grace,  that 
under  the  natoal  difficulties  which  would  for  a length  of  time 
oppose  themselves  to  the  collection  of  the  tax  in  this  country,  its 
produce  would  by  no  means  at  present  counterbalance  the  advan- 
tage it  would  afford,  both  within  and  without  doors,  to  the  opposers 
of  the  Union.  As  the  completion  of  this  work  is  the  great  object 
to  wliich  all  others  should  be  subordinate,  it  is  strongly  their 
opinion  that  nothing  should  be  at  present  attempted  to  sour  the 
public  mind ; and  they  conceive  that  after  the  proportion  of  con- 
tribution is  fixed  between  the  two  countries,  and  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  the  measure  once  secured,  it  may  then  be  introduced  with 
much  less  risk  to  the  Union  itself,  into  the  Irish  Parliament,  as  the 
most  eligible  mode  of  raising  theff  supply,  or,  if  that  is  thought 
inexpedient  as  delaying  the  measure  too  much,  it  may  remain 
open  for  the  united  Parliament.  Objections  certainly  attach  to  the 
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latter  suggestion,  but  not  in  themselves  so  formidable  to  the 
success  of  the  main  question  as  risking  a bye-battle  in  a country 
peculiarly  ignorant,  and  liable  to  be  strongly  excited  on  a question 
coming  home  to  their  feelings.  ...  j have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  Aug.  14,  1799. 

I last  night  received  your  letter  dated  the  10th.  The 
return  of  the  combined  fleets  ^ from  the  Mediterranean  lias  made  a 
great  change  in  our  situation  here,  and  I have  written  strongly  to 
the  D.  of  P.  and  Mr.  Dundas,  and  have  represented  the  absolute 
inefiiciency  of  our  present  force  to  resist  a serious  attack.  The 
country  is  now  perfectly  quiet,  but  we  must  not  suppose  that  the 
spirit  of  disaffection  and  rebellion  which  pervaded  every  quarter  of 
the  kingdom  is  entirely  annihilated,  and  that  it  would  not  soon 
revive  on  the  appearance  of  a powerful  support.  Notliing  can,  in 
my  opinion,  be  more  imprudent  than  to  hurry  all  the  unformed 
regiments  on  immediate  service,  but  it  is  exactly  what  I expected ; 
and  if  they  conduct  themselves  well  under  the  Major-Generals 
whose  names  I read  in  the  newspapers,^  we  must,  like  Nelson, 
attribute  our  success  to  the  hand  of  the  Almighty.  If  the  new 
army  which  we  have  miraculously  raised  should  be  utterly  de- 
stroyed by  next  Christmas,  which  I think  highly  probable,  we  shall 
then  be  fairly  at  an  end  of  our  offensive  resources. 

My  reception  in  the  country  gives  the  lie  completely  to  the 
nonsense  that  has  been  talked  by  the  foolish  absentees  about  my 
conduct,  and  winch  has  been  too  much  attended  to  by  very  great 
personages  on  your  side  of  the  water.  Conscious  of  the  policy  as 
well  as  the  rectitude  of  my  conduct,  I can  laugh  at  the  accusations 
and  the  accusers ; but  I must  look  serious  when  I see  this  country 
abandoned  to  its  own  weakness  in  order  to  make  up  brigades  for 
the  amusement  of  young  Princes,  and  of  foolish  and  inexperienced 
Generals. 

Hewett  will  be  a severe  loss  to  me,  but  I hope  to  get  General 

* The  combined  fleets,  after  remaining  some  and  entered  that  port  August  13. 
time  at  Genoa,  where  they  held  communica-  2 xhe  newspapers  of  the  day  mentioned, 
tion  with  Moreau,  returned  to  the  Straits  of  among  others  likely  to  be  employed,  the 
Gibraltar.  Lord  Keith  (who,  in  consequence  Dukes  of  York,  Cumberland,  and  Gloucestei*, 
of  Lord  St.  Vincent’s  illness,  had  assumed  Lords  Chatham,  Paget,  and  Charles  Somerset, 
the  command)  was,  with  31  sail-of-the-line.  Sir  R.  Abercromby,  Sir  J.  Pulteney,  and 
in  pursuit  of  this  very  fleet,  which,  strange  Generals  Knox,  Moore,  Coote,  Burrard,  and 
to  say,  he  never  encountered.  The  Spaniards,  Doyley,  most  of  whom  were  ultimately  on 
as  well  as  the  French,  steered  for  Brest,  the  Staff. 


124 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XX. 


Nugent  to  accept  of  tlie  office  of  Adjutant-General,  for  wliich  I 
believe  lie  is  perfectly  qualified. 

Give  my  kindest  compliments  to  Mrs.  Boss,  and 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Aug.  14,  1799. 

. . . It  is  due  to  the  principal  friends  of  Government,  by 

whom  I was  received  in  my  late  tour,  to  state  to  your  Grace  that 
their  exertions  have  been  not  less  zealous  than  effectual  in  recom- 
mending the  measure  of  Union  to  the  public  favour.  Previous  to 
my  arrival  at  Kilkenny,  Lord  Ormonde  had  taken  a most  active 
part  both  in  the  county  and  city  ; and  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Ponsonby’s^  friends  succeeded  most  perfectly  in  liis  object.  His 
Lordship  was  powerfully  assisted  by  Lord  Clifden.^ 

Lord  Waterford’s  influence  was  most  zealously  exerted  both  in 
the  county  and  city  of  Waterford ; the  former  may  be  considered 
as  unanimous ; in  the  latter,  a few  of  the  Corporation  excepted, 
connected  with  Mr.  Alcock,^  there  is  but  one  opinion.  After  the 
distinguished  part  Lord  Shaimon  has  taken  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  transaction,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  assure  your  Grace 
that  nothing  was  omitted  in  Cork,  where  his  Lordship’s  influence  is 
so  deservedly  extensive,  which  could  serve  the  cause  ; and  I am 
bound  not  less  to  acknowledge  the  very  forward  part  Lord  Boyle 


^ Right  Hon.  William  Brabazon  Ponsonby 
(eldest  son  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Ponsonby, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  son 
of  the  1st  Earl  of  Bessborough),  b.  Sept.  15, 
1744,  d.  Nov.  5,  1806;  m.  Dec.  26,  1769, 
Louisa,  dau.  of  Richard,  3rd  Viscount  Moles- 
worth.  M.P.  for  the  city  of  Cork,  1768, 
for  Bandon  Bridge,  1776,  and  for  the  county 
of  Kilkenny  from  1783  till  March  13,  1806, 
when  he  was  created  Baron  Ponsonby  in 
England.  He  was  father  of  the  late  Vis- 
count Ponsonby,  and  of  Sir  William  Ponsonby, 
killed  at  Waterloo,  whose  posthumous  .son 
has  inherited  the  Barony. 

2 Henry  Welbore,  2nd  Viscount  Clifden, 
and  2nd  Baron  Mendip,  b.  January  22,  1761, 
d.  July  13, 1836  ; m.  March  10,  1792,  Caro- 
line, dau.  of  George,  3rd  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough. Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council  from 
Sept.  15,  1785,  to  the  Union,  when  he 
received  a pension  of  1354^.  as  compensation 
for  the  abolition  of  his  office.  M.P.  for 
Heytesbury  from  May,  1793,  to  Feb.  1802. 

^ William  Congreve  Alcock,  d.  1812,  unm. 


M.P.  for  the  city  of  Waterford  from  1790  till 
1802,  when  he  was  unseated  on  petition  by 
Sir  J.  Newport.  In  1807  he  and  Mr.  Ram 
contested  the  county  of  Wexford  with  Mr. 
Colclough  (whose  uncle  was  hung  for  high 
treason  in  1798)  and  Mr.  Sheridan.  Mr. 
Colclough,  though  warned  that  it  would  be 
considered  a personal  offence,  canvassed  the 
tenants  of  Mrs.  Cholmondeley,  widow  of  the 
Hon.  and  Rev.  Richard  Cholmondeley,  who 
had  given  her  interest  to  his  opponents.  Mr. 
Alcock,  at  the  desire  of  his  Committee,  called 
him  out.  They  met  in  presence  of  a large 
number  of  spectators,  among  whom  were  the 
High  Sheriff  and  fifteen  or  sixteen  magis- 
trates. Mr.  Colclough  fell  dead  at  the  first 
fire.  This  affair  was  considered  by  the  Go- 
vernment as  too  bad  to  be  passed  over,  even 
in  Ireland,  and  most  of  the  magistrates  were 
removed  from  the  Commission. 

Henry,  Lord  Boyle,  3rd  Earl  of  Shannon, 
May  20,  1807,  and  K.P.,  b.  Aug.  8,  1771, 
d.  April  22,  1842  ; m.  June  9,  1798,  Sarah, 
dau.  of  John  Hyde,  Esq.,  of  Castle  Hyde. 
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has  taken  on  this  occasion.  In  the  city,  Lord  Longueville’s  influence, 
which  is  principally  in  the  Corporation,  co-operating  with  Lord 
Donoughmore’s,  wliich  is  of  a more  popular  description,  gave  full 
effect  to  the  natural  sentiments  of  the  place,  which  are  warmly 
in  favour  of  Union.  And  in  mentioning  Lord  Donoughmore  to 
yom’  Grace,  I should  do  him  and  his  family  very  great  injustice  if 
I did  not  state  the  very  efficient  services  they  have  rendered  on 
this  question  to  the  King’s  Government.  Our  success  in  Tipperary 
is  much  owing  to  his  Lordship’s  exertions,  which  have  been  zealously 
employed  wherever  they  could  be  of  use.  Notwithstanding  the 
activity  of  Mr.  Smyth  ^ and  his  friends  at  Limerick,  the  Chancellor 
and  Lord  Glentworth  ^ have  perfectly  succeeded  in  attaching  to  the 
measure  every  person  not  of  the  Corporation,  and  the  property  of  the 
county,  through  his  Lordship’s  exertions,  will  be  brought  forward 
not  less  decidedly  in  its  support. 

I cannot  pretend  to  enumerate  to  your  Grace  the  many  persons 
to  whom  I feel  myself  indebted  for  their  conduct ; but  I owe  it  to 
Lord  Llandaff^  and  the  Attorney- General  to  attribute  what  has 
been  effected  in  Tipperary  in  a great  measure  to  their  assistance. 
The  decision  of  that  county  transfers  five  votes  from  the  Opposition 
to  our  party.  . . . I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Aug.  23,  1799. 

The  South  Lincoln  and  Worcester  regiments  of  Militia  will 
embark  for  Liverpool  in  the  course  of  a few  days,  and  I have  great 


M.P.  for  Cloghnakilty  June,  1793,  to  1797, 
Cork  county  till  Jan.  1807,  and  then  for 
Bandon  till  the  following  May,  when  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  Peerage.  He  had  the  reversion 
of  the  valuable  sinecure  of  Clerk  of  the 
Pells  after  the  death  of  Charles,  1st  Earl  of 
Liverpool. 

^ John  Prendergast  Smyth,  b.  1742,  d. 
unm.  May  22,  1817,  created  Lord  Kil- 
tarton  May  15,  1810,  and  made  Viscount 
Gort  Jan.  22,  1816,  with  remainder  to  his 
sister’s  son.  Right  Hon.  Charles  Vereker. 
M.P.  for  the  borough  of  Carlow  from  1776 
to  1782,  and  for  the  city  of  Limerick  from 
1785  to  1795,  when  he  was  replaced  by  his 
nephew.  Colonel  Vereker,  afterwards  2nd 
Viscount  Gort. 

^ Edmund  Henry,  2nd  Lord  Glentworth, 
b.  Jan.  8,  1758,  d.  Pec.  7,  1844;  m.  Jan. 
29,  1783,  Alice  Mary,  dau.  and  heir  of 
Henry  Ormsby,  Esq.,  of  Cloghan,  Mayo; 


made  Earl  of  Limerick  Feb.  11,  1803,  and 
created  Lord  Foxford  in  England  Aug.  11, 
1815.  M.P.  for  the  county  of  Limerick 
from  1786  to  July  4,  1794,  when  he  suc- 
ceeded to  the  Peerage.  His  father,  the  1st 
Lord  Glentworth,  was  Bishop  of  Limerick, 
and  younger  brother  of  Viscount  Pery,  whose 
entailed  estates  descended  to  Lord  Limerick. 

^ Francis,  1st  Lord  Llandaff,  K.P.,  so 
created  Sept.  20,  1783,  and  made  Earl  of 
Llandaff  Nov.  14,  1797,  b.  1738,  d.  July  30, 
1806;  m.  1st,  Sept.  6,  1764,  Ellis,  dau.  of 
James  Smyth,  Esq.  (son  of  the  Bishop  of 
Down  and  Connor);  and,  2nd,  June,  1784, 
Catherine,  dau.  of  Clotworthy,  1st  Earl  of 
Massareene.  M.P.  for  the  county  of  Tip- 
perary from  1768  till  he  became  a Peer.  He 
inherited  the  estates  of  George  Mathew,  Esq., 
of  Thomastown,  of  whose  great,  but  singular, 
hospitality  so  graphic  an  account  is  given  by 
Swift. 
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reason  to  believe  tliat  the  Bedfordshhe,  Lancasliire,  and  Dorsetshire 
Eegiments  will  desire  to  return  to  England  in  the  ensuing  month. 

The  orderly  behaviour  of  the  British  regiments  in  theh  quarters, 
and  their  conciliating  manners  towards  the  people  of  this  country, 
form  so  striking  a contrast  to  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  Militia,  and 
imj^ress  the  inliabitants  with  so  favourable  an  opinion  of  the  manners 
and  disposition  of  their  fellow-subjects  in  the  sister-kingdom,  that, 
exclusive  of  any  consideration  for  the  defence  of  this  island,  in  a 
political  view  I regret  their  departure.  . . . 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornavallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoemx  Park,  Aug.  23,  1799. 

I have  received  your  letter  dated  the  17th,  and  am  much 
disappointed  at  hearing  nothing  by  the  arrival  of  the  Monday’s  mail 
of  the  fate  of  the  expedition  fleet.  We  have  had  scarcely  anything 
but  gales  of  wind  since  Sir  R.  Abercromby  sailed. 

I enclose  copies  of  Lord  Howe’s  letters  to  me,  and  my  answer 
in  respect  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Hay.^  I have  acted  in  this  business  to 
the  best  of  my  judgment,  and  I hope  in  the  best  manner  for  the 
good  of  the  serHce. 

Brome  and  Lady  Louisa  left  me  yesterday : they  have  again 
had  a blustering,  but,  as  the  vdnd  was  quite  fair,  I hope  a short 
passage.  Yours  ever, 

Cornwallis. 

Viscount  Howe  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

My  dear  Lord,  Seymour  Place,  Aug.  15,  1799. 

As  your  Lordship  may  probably  have  seen  in  the  Gazette 
the  promotion  of  Major  Hay  of  the  Royal  Engineers  to  Lieut.- 
Colonel’s  rank  in  the  army,  which  was  the  first  and  only  intimation 
I have  had  of  it,  and  which  has  taken  place  so  much  to  the  pre- 
judice of  his  seniors  in  the  corps,  many  of  them  now  employed  on 
foreign  service,  I wish  to  submit  whether  any  steps  should  be 
taken  by  me  in  justiflcation  of  those  officers  who  have  been  past 
over,  or  that  it  must  rest,  or  that  in  so  delicate  a matter  it  may 

^ Lieut.-Colonel  Hay,  R.A.,  brother  of  dau.  of  John  Craigie,  Esq.,  of  Glendoick. 
Sir  James,  5th  Bart.,  b.  1762,  killed  at  the  He  left  a posthumous  son,  b.  Aug.  29,  1799, 
Helder  Aug.  27,  1799  ; m.  1784,  Barbara,  who  is  now  (1858)  the  6th  Bart. 
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not  be  more  advisable  any  representation  should  come  from  your 
Lordship.  j have  the  honour,  &c., 

Howe. 

IMarquis  C0RNWA1.LIS  TO  Viscount  Howe. 

My  DEAE  Lord,  , Phoeuix  Park,  Aug.  1799. 

I have  almost  on  all  occasions  set  my  face  against  any 
partial  brevets  in  the  royal  regiment  of  Artillery  and  coqis  of 
Engineers,  as  they  tend  to  create  great  uneasiness  and  discontent 
in  corps  where  the  promotion  is  made  in  regular  succession  by 
seniority ; and  on  this  ground,  when  Major  Hay  returned  the  second 
time  from  the  West  Indies  with  Sm  Ralph  Abercromby,  I absolutely 
refused  to  suffer  Sir  Ralph  to  obtain  for  him  the  rank  of  Lieut. - 
Colonel,  although  his  request  was  countenanced  by  His  Royal 
Highness  and  Mr.  Dundas. 

But  although  I have  always  acted,  and  shall  always  as  long  as 
I am  concerned  continue  to  act  upon  tliis  general  principle,  and 
am  sensible  that  it  is  a delicate  matter  to  de'part  from  it,  yet  I do 
not  think  that  any  rule  respecting  rank  can  be  made  absolute  and 
invariable,  vdthout  its  being  in  some  degree  prejudicial  to  the 
' service  and  discouraging  to  the  exertions  of  those  who  are  placed 
entuely  out  of  the  reach  of  aU  extraordinary  favour.  . 

Major  Hay  has  been  now  for  the  third  time  selected  to  attend 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  to  whose  lot  the  most  difficult  and  irksome 
part  of  the  service  in  the  present  war  has  principally  fallen.  That 
General  Officer  represented  to  me  that  Major  Hay  was  to  go  with 
him  on  very  important  service  as  Commanding  Engineer,  that  he 
expected  a junction  with  troops  of  other  nations,  and  that  from  his 
want  of  rank  he  might  often  be  prevented  ffom  avading  himself  of 
his  services,  and  expressed  a hope  that  I would  not  a second  time 
put  a negative  on  his  promotion. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstances,  I did  not  feel  that  either 
in  respect  to  Major  Hay,  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  or  the  general 
good  of  His  Majesty’s  service,  I could  be  longer  justified  in  with- 
holding  my  consent.  j 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Aug.  24,  1799. 

Lord  Fingal  is  going  for  some  weeks  to  England,  and  I 
have  taken  the  Liberty  of  desiring  him  to  wait  upon  your  Grace. 
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He  is  a man  of  an  excellent  cliaracter,  and  perfectly  well  disposed 
towards  Groverninent,  but  lie  has  not  a sufficient  energy  of  mind 
to  take  in  any  material  degree  a leading  part  in  the  councils  of  the 
principal  Catholics  in  Dubhn  and  its  neighbourhood,  from  whom  I 
am  afraid  little  more  is  to  be  expected  than  neutrality  on  the 
question  of  Union.  I i^^ve,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  HoSS,  Phoenix  Park,  Aug.  26,  1799. 

I have  just  received  your  letter  dated  the  20th,  and  in  con- 
firmation of  your  conjectures  respecting  the  expedition,  I have  seen 
an  account  from  the  Admiralty  stating  that  om*  fleet  was  steering 
for  the  Texel  on  Friday  the  16th. 

In  answer  to  the  representations  which  I have  made  on  the 
situation  of  tliis  country,  I have  received  strong  assurances  that 
care  will  be  taken  to  keeii  a body  of  troops  in  readiness  to  reinforce 
me  if  occasion  should  requme  it.  From  what  quarter  this  body  of 
troops  is  to  come  I confess  I have  no  conception. 

Beheve  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Phoenix  Park,  Sept.  4,  1799. 

We  have  received  all  the  public  information^  which  was 
knovm  in  London  on  Saturday  night,  and  as  far  as  a judgment 
can  be  formed  from  such  imperfect  accounts,  I confess  that  I am 
not  very  sanguine.  I lament  poor  Hay  very  much,  who  has  left 
a wife  and  several  children,  and  I am  afraid  but  ill  provided  for.^ 
The  force  destined  to  serve  in  HoUand,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
considerable  in  number  of  our  national  troops  that  has  ever  been 
employed  on  the  Continent,  has  now  no  Engineer  of  rank  or 
character.  Should  not  the  Ordnance  say  something  to  the  Duke 
of  York,  even  if  H.E.H.  should  make  no  application  ? I should 
have  thought  that  Twiss,^  who  is  certainly  our  best,  should  have 
the  direction,  with  some  assistants  who  would  be  more  able  in 
point  of  bodily  fatigue.  I told  Macleod  that  his  commanding  any 

^ The  accounts  which  had  reached  London  did  not  arrive  till  Tuesday,  Sept.  2. 
up  to  Saturday,  Aug.  31,  only  communicated  ^ Mrs.  Hay  received  a considerable  pension 
the  landing  of  the  British  troops  at  the  on  the  Civil  List. 

Helder  in  very  bad  weather.  The  despatches  ^ Lieut.-Col.  Twiss  did  go  to  Holland. 
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horse  artillery  appeared  to  me  to  be  out  of  the  question,  as  well 
as  his  being  attached  to  the  service  of  any  army  abroad ; and  that 
I could  think  of  no  other  means  in  which  the  overture  from  the 
Duke  could  be  in  any  degree  accepted  on  his  part,  unless  by 
offering  to  make  a temporary  visit,  to  assist  in  communicating  the 
arrangements  to  the  Artillery  Department  when  any  great  siege 
or  operation  that  particularly  regarded  that  corps  should  be  in 
contemplation.  In  his  answer  he  appeared  to  be  satisfied  that  he 
could  not  with  propriety  leave  his  present  situation. 

I have  given  an  office  of  about  400?.  a-year  to  Ormsby’s  ^ son, 
the  lawyer,^  who  is  an  able  man  and  a good  speaker,  and  I am 
going  to  give  a small  living  (which  is  peculiarly  oonvenient  to  him) 
to  his  son  who  is  in  orders. 

We  have  succeeded  at  a county  meeting  of  Galway,  the  fullest 
ever  known,  and  have  carried  an  address,  and  instructions  to  the 
Members.^  I prefer,  in  general,  resolutions  of  the  men  of  property 
to  county  meetings,  but  when  the  Members  have  voted  against  the 
Union,  and  are  not  unwilling  to  be  corrected,  they  are  necessary. 
Give  my  kindest  compliments  to  Mrs.  Boss,  and 

Believe  me  ever  most  truly  yours, 

Cornwallis. 


William  Elliot,  Esq.,  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

Dear  Sir,  Bayham  Abbey,  Sept.  11,  1799. 

. . . The  King  told  the  Duke  of  Portland  that  when 

Lord  Downshire  was  last  in  his  closet,  he  (Lord  D.)  said  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  audience,  that  a Union  would  be  the  only  means 
of  saving  Ireland.  The  Duke  conceived  the  interview  to  have 
been  about  nine  or  ten  months  ago.  Yours,  &c., 

WiLLM.  Elliot. 

Lord  Downshire,  in  a speech  on  the  Union,  Jan.,  1800,  ad- 
mitted that  he  had  once  been  favourable  to  such  a measure,  but  he 
dated  the  change  in  his  sentiments  much  further  back  than  1799. 
In  fact  the  subject  of  the  Union  had  been  mooted  more  than  once. 
In  1776  it  had  been  almost  decided  that  it  should  be  submitted  to 

^ James  Ormsby,  b.  1737,  d.  1809  ; m.  corder  of  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  Oct.  7, 
1762,  Jane,  dau.  of  Captain  Stephen  de  1806,  when  that  office  was  first  created. 
Gualy.  3 Richard  Trench  and  Joseph 

2 Charles  Montagu  Ormsby,  created  a Henry  Blake.  The  latter  had  voted  for 
Baronet,  Dec.  19,  1812,  b.  April  23rd,  1767,  the  Union,  the  former  against  it,  but  he 
d,  March  3,  1818  ; m.  June,  1794,  Elizabeth,  altered  his  opinion  in  the  following  year, 
dau.  of  T.  Kingsbury,  Esq.  Appointed  Re- 
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the  Irish  Parliament,  and  it  had  been  settled  that  Lord  Rochford 
should  be  sent  over  as  Lord-Lieutenant  to  carry  it  into  effect. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  I\Iajor-General  Ross. 

DeAE  Ross,  Phoenk  Park,  Sept.  16,  1799. 

I yesterday  received  your  letter  dated  the  11th.  You  are 
very  much  mistaken  if  you  suppose  that  the  principal  points  of 
information  from  abroad  are  communicated  to  me.  No  man  in 
Britain  or  Ireland  enjoys  less  of  this  kind  of  confidence  than 
myself.  Pvlr.  Dundas,  once  or  twice,  when  he  has  written  to  me 
on  other  subjects,  and  chiefly  to  induce  me  to  part  with  troops,  has 
opened  a little  the  plan  of  attacking  Holland ; but  from  no  other 
person  of  the  Cabinet  have  I received  the  most  distant  hint  of  what 
was  going  forward. 

I confess  that  I am  by  no  means  in  spirits  on  the  general  state 
of  the  war  in  Europe.  Suwarroff  has  been  twice  nearly  defeated, 
although  that  is  the  most  promising  quarter.  The  Austrians  are 
certainly  not  getting  forward  in  Switzerland,  and  I feel  the 
greatest  apprehensions  for  the  event  of  the  invasion  of  Holland. 
In  the  mean  time  the  southern  part  -of  this  wretched  island  is 
again  getting  into  a bad  state,  no  doubt  from  encouragement 
received  from  France.  The  counties  of  Waterford  and  Tipperary 
are  reported  to  be  in  a state  of  preparation  for  an  immediate 
rising ; and  Lake,  by  the  advice  and  at  the  instance  of  the  magis- 
trates, has  placed  them  under  the  rules  and  penalties  of  the  Insur- 
rection Act.  In  the  mean  time  our  force  is  daily  decreasing ; the 
Lancashire  and  Dorsetshire  are  about  to  leave  us,  and  I have  no 
sanguine  hopes  of  their  being  replaced.  I received  likewise  a 
despatch  on  Saturday,  desiring  that  I would  assemble  our  Parlia- 
ment to  obtain  men  from  the  militia;  but  as  we  think  we  can, 
under  tolerably  legal  sanction,  give  one  fourth  of  our  militia 
without  any  fresh  powers,  and  it  would  hardly  be  prudent  or  easy 
to  prevail  on  Parliament  at  this  moment  to  part  with  more,  I have 
postponed  any  procedure  on  the  measure  until  I receive  further 
directions,  and  have  sent  after  Lord  Castlereagli,  who  was  already 
on  his  way  to  London,  to  state  the -objection  to  our  calling  the  Par- 
liament together  at  this  time. 

I have  received  a few  lines  from  Abercromby  requesting  my 
protection  and  assistance  for  poor  Hay’s  family.  In  our  official 
line  our  means  are  limited  : I would  willingly  join  with  him  in  any 
other  steps  to  serve  them. 

About  five  or  six  days  ago  I wi'ote  to  Lord  Howe  to  say,  that 
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considering  how  large  a British  force  was  to  be  employed  in 
Holland,  and  how  very  essential  the  services  of  an  able  officer  of 
Engineers  must  be  in  a country  so  circumstanced,  I thought  that 
Lieut.-Colonel  Twiss  ought  to  be  appointed  Commanding  En- 
gineer, with  such  assistants  as  would  relieve  him  from  the  most 
laborious  parts  of  the  duty,  to  which  I apprehended  his  constitution 
would  be  unequal.  I confess  that  I shall  not  think  that  our 
department  can  be  said  to  have  done  justice  to  the  service  unless 
this  measure  is  adopted. 

On  Tuesday  last  we  had  a report  from  Galway  that  a sugar 
ship  had  arrived  at  that  port  from  Madras,  giving  an  account  of 
the  capture  of  Seringapatam,  &c.,  &c. ; and  I heard  that  an  officer 
had  arrived  at  Dublin  at  a very  early  hour  in  the  morning,  and 
gone  over  in  a small  vessel  to  Holyhead.  I did  not,  however,  feel 
quite  confident,  but  at  night  they  brought  me  a letter  which  that 
officer  had  that  morning  put  into  the  post-office,  directed  to  me 
from  Lord  Mornington,  giving  a short  account  of  the  complete 
success  of  the  Mysore  war.  I am  still,  however,  very  anxious  to 
know  a thousand  particulars  about  it.  This  is  indeed  a great 
event,  and  perfectly  secures  us  in  that  part  of  the  world;  for  I 
think,  even  if  Zemaun  Shah  ^ could  get  to  India,  that  he  could  not 
succeed  when  deprived  of  any  co-operation  from  Tippoo. 

Sir  Sydney,^  although  perhaps  the  story  is  a little  coloured, 
seems  to  have  acted  most  heroically. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Sept.  17,  1799. 

. . . The  great  exertions  of  Colonel  Moore,^  whose  con- 

duct I cannot  too  highly  commend,  gave  me  reason  at  one  time  to 


1 Zemaun  Shah  was  the  sovereign  of  Cau- 
bul,  to  which  were  then  attached  Khorassan, 
Cashmere,  and  other  Provinces.  He  had 
always  been  a bitter  enemy  to  the  English, 
whose  territories  he  repeatedly  proposed  to 
invade,  and  had  been  in  close  alliance  with 
Tippoo.  In  1801  he  was  deposed  by  his 
half-brother  Mahmood,  who  put  out  his  eyes 
and  placed  him  in  close  confinement  in  the 
Balia  Hissar  at  Caubul.  He  was  released  in 
1803  by  his  whole  brother  Shah  Soojah, 
Avho  dethroned  Mahmood.  Before  his  cap- 
ture Zemaun  hid  the  famous  Koh-i-noor  in 
the  wall  of  his  apartment,  but  on  his  release 
gave  it  to  Shah  Soojah.  Zemaun  ultimately 
became  a pensioner  of  the  Indian  Covern- 


ment,  and  received  24,000  rupees  a-year  till 
his  death,  Sept.  1843. 

2 Captain,  afterwards  Admiral,  Sir  Sydney 
Smith,  K.B.,  b.  1764,  d.  May  26,  1840;  m. 
1809,  a dau.  of  — Hearne,  Esq.,  and  widow 
of  Sir  George  Rumbold,  Bart.,  at  one  time 
Resident  at  Hamburgh.  M.P.  for  Rochester 
from  Nov.  1802  to  July  1806.  His  father, 
Captain  Smith,  was  A.D.C.  to  Lord  George 
Sackville  at  the  battle  of  Minden,  and  was  one 
of  the  principal  witnesses  for  the  defence. 

^ Colonel  Francis  Moore  of  Kilmersdon, 
in  the  county  of  Somerset,  b.  1749,  d.  1810  ; 
m.  1766  a daughter  of  Joseph  Howell,  Esq., 
of  Elm. 
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hope  that  the  soldiers  of  the  Bedfordshire  regiment  might  be 
induced  to  extend  the  period  of  their  service  in  this  country  ; but 
these  flattering  appearances  soon  vanished,  and  their  change  of 
sentiments  was  so  sudden  and  violent,  that  they  could  hardly  be 
prevailed  upon  to  wait  with  patience  until  vessels  could  be  pro- 
cured to  carry  them  to  England. 

Having  so  very  lately  left  the  south  of  Ireland  in  a state  of 
apparent  tranquillity,  your  Grrace  will  easily  conceive  that  my 
astonishment  was  equal  to  your  own,  when  the  reports  of  disturb- 
ances in  the  counties  of  Waterford  and  Tipperary  first  reached  me ; 
but  the  spirit  of  disaffection  is  so  deeply  rooted  in  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  this  country  that  it  will  require  time  as  well  as  a 
total  change  in  the  system  and  constitution  of  the  Government 
before  it  can  be  eradicated. 

In  the  mean  while  every  accidental  circumstance  that  can 
encourage  hope  of  success  will  be  laid  hold  of  as  a signal  for  com- 
motion ; and  the  expected  departure  of  the  two  English  regiments, 
in  addition  to  the  general  confidence  with  which  the  rebels  have 
been  inspired  by  the  return  of  the  combined  fleet  to  Brest,^  must  be 
considered  as  the  immediate  cause  of  the  present  mischief.  . . . 

I have,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Sept.  18,  1799. 

I have  had  a conversation  with  the  Chancellor,  who  has  no 
doubt  of  our  right  to  reduce  5000  of  our  militia,  and  agrees  with 
me  in  thinking  that  in  the  first  instance  a greater  diminution  than 
5000  cannot  be  proposed. 

Your  Grace  will  observe  that  the  question  of  assembling  our 
Parliament  immediately,  is  still  open  to  the  decision  of  His 
Majesty’s  Ministers,  and  whatever  may  be  their  final  instructions, 
I shall  use  my  utmost  exertions  to  carry  them  into  execution.  In 
the  mean  time  I do  not  see  that  any  mischief  can  arise  from  a 
short  delay,  and  our  hands  will  be  afterwards  strengthened  by  the 
example  of  the  British  Parliament.  It  is  with  great  concern  that 
I have  learned  that  the  idea  which  occasioned  so  much  trouble  and 
difficulty  last  year,  of  the  right  of  the  English  militia  to  retm-n 
within  a month  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament  in  England,  has 
again  been  entertained  by  the  regiments  composing  the  garrison 
of  Dublin ; that  it  has  been  a matter  of  conyersation  among  the 

^ The  French  and  .Spanish  squadrons. 
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officers,  and  that  assemblies  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  > have 
been  held  on  the  subject : but  I do  not  yet  know  the  full  extent  of 
the  evil. 

The  accounts  which  we  have  this  day  received  from  the  south 
are  more  favourable  ; and  though  there  is  certainly  much  mischief 
working  in  the  country,  I have  no  apprehension  of  an  immediate 
rising.  j have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  English  Parliament  had  been  called  together  to  enable 
Government  to  obtain  men  from  the  militia ; and  the  Duke  of 
Portland  had,  more  than  once,  expressed  a strong  hope  that  a 
similar  course  would  be  pursued  in  Ireland.  Lord  Cornwallis 
strongly  objected  to  the  measure,  and  on  his  representations  the 
idea  was  abandoned. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Phoenix  Park,  Sept.  22,  1799. 

It  was  the  wish,  and  indeed  the  direction,  of  the  Ministers 
in  England,  that  we  should  call  our  Parliament  by  proclamation, 
as  you  have  done,  in  order  to  obtain  their  sanction  to  procure 
10,000  men  from  our  militia.  We  were  of  opinion  that  the  imme- 
diate meeting  of  our  Parliament  might  put  to  some  hazard  the 
success  of  our  great  measure  of  the  Union,  which  is  now  daily 
gaining  ground,  as  well  in,  as  out  of  Parliament ; and  that,  how- 
ever objectionable  the  Irish  militia  may  be,  as  a force  to  which  the 
defence  of  this  country  ought  to  be  entrusted,  yet  in  the  present 
reduced  state  of  our  troops  of  other  descriptions,  we  could  not  im- 
mediately part  with  so  great  a proportion  as  one-half  of  our  militia, 
without  leaving  the  country  in  so  unprotected  a situation,  that  all 
the  gentlemen  would  abandon  their  country  houses  ; but  as  it  was 
the  opinion  of  our  principal  lawyers  that  five  thousand  men,  which 
the  last  Act  of  Parliament  authorised  Government  to  add  at  their 
discretion  to  the  militia  force,  might  by  the  same  discretion  be 
reduced  when  Government  thought  fit,  without  further  application 
to  Parliament,  we  have  submitted  this  expedient  to  the  Cabinet,  as 
one  from  which  all  the  good  purposes  which  could  prudently  be 
derived  from  the  other  plan,  might  be  obtained,  without  the  incon- 
venience and  hazard  of  calling  our  Parliament  together  at  this 
time. 

Our  Chancellor,  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  are  all  in  England,  and  may  be  consulted. 

The  success  of  our  army  in  Holland  is  an  object  of  such  infinite 


134 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XX. 


imporlance,  and  the  assistance  of  a capable  engineer  yviW  be  found 
so  essential  on  various  occasions,  in  that  difficult  country,  that  I 
thought  it  indispensable  to  send  Twiss ; I have  written  strongly 
about  liim  to  the  Duke,  and  recommended  to  H.  E.  H.  to  avail 
himself  of  his  judgment  ratlier  than  of  his  bodily  labour.  . . . 

I request  that  you  will  assure  Mr.  Bramston  ^ of  my  perfect 
esteem  and  regard,  and  that  I should  most  gladly  oblige  him,  if  it 
was  in  my  power,  but  my  list  is  so  overloaded,  that  if  I was  now  to 
put  liis  young  friend  upon  it,  I should  in  all  probability  only  lead 
him  to  hopes  that  could  not  be  realized.  If  however  he  will  let  me 
know  his  precise  age,  I shall  be  able  to  judge  whether  he  has  any 
possible  chance  of  success. 

This  country  is  getting  quieter  than  it  was  a little  time  ago, 
but  the  great  reduction  in  our  force,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
combined  fleets,  encourages  the  disaffected,  and  keeps  an  evil 
sph’it  alive,  wdiich  was  in  all  appearance  perfectly  subdued,  and  the 
violence  of  the  Loyalists  adds  fuel  to  the  flame. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  Duke  of  Porti.and  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  Sunday,  Sept.  22,  1799. 

. . . I lose  no  time  in  acquainting  your  Excellency  that 

the  reasons  given  by  you  against  calling  the  Parliament  of  Ireland 
at  this  moment,  have  so  entirely  convinced  the  King’s  servants  of 
the  impolicy  of  such  a step,  that  their  acquiescence  in  that  advice 
is  complete,  and  that  the  opening  of  your  session  will  consequently 
depend  upon  oim  receiving  an  intimation  of  your  wishes  for  that 
Vm^ose.  I have,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Corxwwllis  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

[Private.] 

]My  dear  Lord,  Phoeulx  Park,  Sept.  26,  1799. 

. . . I think  the  plan  wliich  you  mention  of  making  an 

immediate  augmentation  to  the  militia  w^ould  be  most  advisable ; 
the  Colonels  wffil  cry  out  that  they  are  to  be  made  crimps  and  drill 
sergeants  for  the  army,  but  there  is  no  help  for  it,  and  I trust  that 
the  precedent  of  England  will  make  it  go  down.  . . . 

1 Thomas  Berney  Bramston,  Esq,,  b.  Dec.  of  Essex  from  April,  1779,  to  June,  1802. 
7,  1733,  d.  March,  1813;  m.  Lm.  10,  The  present  (1858)  Member  is  his  grandson, 
1764,  ^lary,  dan.  and  heir  of  Stephen  Gar-  and  is  the  sixth  in  succession  from  father  to 
(liner,  Esq^.,  of  Norwich.  M.P.  for  the  county  son  who  has  represented  the  county. 
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There  is  certainly  mischief  working  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  and  Marsden  thinks  in  Dublin  and  its  vicinity.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  same  wretched  business  of  courts-martial,  hanging, 
transporting,  &c.,  attended  by  all  the  dismal  scenes  of  wives,  sisters, 
fathers,  kneeling  and  crying,  is  going  on  as  usual,  and  holds  out  a 
comfortable  prospect  for  a man  of  any  feeluig. 

Yours,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  Sept.  27,  1799. 

It  is  determined,  and  I think  very  wisely,  that  our  Parlia- 
ment should  not  meet  at  present,  and  they  wait  in  England  to 
have  some  conversation  with  our  Chancellor,  before  they  finally 
decide  upon  the  measure  of  taking  5000  men  without  any  further 
Parliamentary  sanction ; but  I believe  it  will  end  in  making  an 
augmentation  at  present  of  the  Irish  militia,  and  waiting  till  the 
regular  meeting  of  Parliament,  to  get  10,000  men  for  the  Line. 
The  English  militia  now  serving  here,  will  probably  all  assert  their 
right  of  returning  to  England  witliin  a month  after  the  meeting  of 
British  Parliament. 

We  must,  I think,  at  first  have  success  in  Holland,  but  I confess 
that  I do  not  see  how  we  can  derive  any  permanent  good  from  it, 
unless  the  King  of  Prussia  would  take  a part  with  us. 

I did  not  expect  much  military  patronage  when  I came  over, 
but  I could  not  foresee  that  I should  actually  have  none : and  it  is 
the  point  of  all  others  on  which  I have  been  the  most  pressed  by 
those  who  think  they  have  a right  to  ask  favours  in  this  country. 
I have  given,  in  fifteen  months,  the  following  commissions, — one 
ensigncy  in  the  2nd,  two  in  the  92nd,  one  cornetcy  in  the  5th 
dragoons,  since  reduced,  and  have  removed  one  lieutenant  from 
the  13th  infantry  to  the  6th  dragoon  guards.  The  regiments  of  in- 
fantry have  all  of  them  two,  and  some  of  them  thi’ee  supernumerary 
Captains,  and  many  of  the  officers  of  the  5th  dragoons  are  seconded 
on  the  regiments  of  cavalry.  The  above  statement  holds  out  but 
little  prospect  for  your  nephew.^  You  will,  I am  sure,  believe  me 
when  I say  that  I sincerely  wish  it  were  otherwise. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

' Afterwards  Lieut. -General  John  Ross,  in.  Oct.  2,  1811,  Katherine,  dan.  of  General 
G.B.,  Colonel  46th  Kegt.,  d.  July,  18:)9  ; Sir  Robert  Brownrigg,  Bart. 
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The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Most  Secret  and  Confidential.} 

My  dear  Lord,  London,  Oct.  14,  1799. 

The  deteriniuation  which  has  been  just  taken  by  the  King’s 
confidential  servants,  to  recommend  it  to  His  Majesty  to  order  the 
most  immediate  means  to  be  taken  for  withdrawing  the  army  under 
His  Eoyal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  from  Holland,  is  of  too 
much  importance  in  every  point  of  view  for  me  consistently  with 
the  confidence  and  respect  which  are  due  to  your  person  or  situa- 
tion, not  to  make  you  the  earliest  communication  of  it.  To  your 
Excellency,  who  will  have  contemplated  the  operations  of  this 
army  with  a military  eye,  and  who  will  have  estimated  the  price  of 
the  victories  it  has  obtained  and  the  possible  extent  of  their  effects, 
the  advice  which  was  unanimously  submitted  to  His  Royal  High- 
ness by  all  the  Lieut.-Generals  serving  under  him,  will  be  likely  to 
appear  to  you  to  have  been  wise  and  judicious,  as  you  would  pro- 
bably have  agreed  with  them  in  deeming  it  unsafe  for  him  to  hazard 
himself  in  a position  that  could  be  turned,  and  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  him  to  reoccupy  his  original  position  at  Zuyp.  Should 
this  be  your  opinion,  I shall  have  little  doubt  of  your  approHng 
that  which  has  been  thought  expedient  to  lay  before  the  King. 
For  if  the  present  safety  of  the  troops  required  this  falling  back  to 
the  post  I have  mentioned,  the  difficulty  of  their  advancing  at  this 
season  of  the  year  in  a country  so  strong,  and  where  the  roads  are 
so  nearly  impracticable  for  carriages,  and  particularly  for  artillery, 
the  difficulty  of  being  supplied  with  provisions,  wliich  is  very  great 
and  must  necessarily  increase  daily,  the  improbability  of  their 
being  reinforced  in  such  a manner  as  to  have  enabled  them  to  have 
made  any  effectual  forward  movements,  the  loss  to  which  they  were 
daily  exposed,  and  were  actually  on  the  point  of  suffering  by  sick- 
ness, as  well  as  those  to  which  the  particular  nature  of  the  country 
exposed  them  in  every  attempt  they  might  make  upon  the  enemy, 
and  even  more  than  all  these  considerations,  the  means  which  the 
enemy  possessed  of  receiving  constant  reinforcements  of  which 
they  had  already  had  but  too  much  experience,  and  which  were 
facilitated  and  increased  beyond  all  calculation  by  the  unfortunate 
and  unexpected  events  which  have  taken  place  in  Switzerland, — 
will  appear  to  your  Excellency  to  have  justified  and  to  have  re- 
quired the  measure  which  has  been  resolved  upon.  But  besides 
those  which  I have  stated,  it  was  impossible  not  to  advert  to  the 
opportunity  which  the  disasters  which  have  haj^pened  on  the  Con- 
tinent afford  to  the  enemy  of  resuming  their  old  plan  of  invading 
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Ireland,  a contingency  wliich  as  it  would  have  been  unpardonable 
in  us  not  to  have  had  in  view,  it  would  have  been  still  more  so  to 
have  deprived  ourselves  of  the  means,  or  at  least  weakened  our 
powers  of  obviating,  by  having  such  a force  locked  up  as  it  must 
have  been  out  of  our  reach. 

For  these  reasons,  therefore,  we  have  felt  it  our  duty  humbly  to 
represent  to  His  Majesty  to  order  the  return  of  this  army,  and  to 
recommend  it  to  be  distributed  between  his  kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  Islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  which 
last  have  been  thought  of  principally  as  the  quarters  of  the  Kus- 
sians,  but  if  you  would  like  to  have  the  5000,  or  any  part  of  the 
number  which  you  are  authorised  to  take,  the  arrangement  may,  1 
dare  say,  be  made  without  any  difficulty.  . . . 

I have,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Por'iland. 

[Most  Secret  and  Confidential.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Oct.  19,  1799. 

On  my  return  last  night  from  my  excursion  to  the  North,  I 
received  your  Grace’s  letter  dated  the  14th  instant,  and  entirely 
concur  in  opinion  with  His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants,  on  the 
subject  of  withdrawing  the  army  under  H.K.H.  the  Duke  of  York 
from  Holland,  most  sincerely  hoping  that  its  removal  may  be 
effected  without  any  further  material  loss.^ 

Your  Grace  may  be  assured  that  I shall  use  every  means  in  my 
power,  to  counteract  the  attempts  which  the  disaffected  will  un- 
doubtedly make  to  poison  the  minds  of  the  ignorant  and  unwary, 
and^to  misrepresent  and  vilify  the  measures  of  Government. 

From  long  experience  I have  learned  duly  to  prize  the  merit 
and  valour  of  British  troops,  and  greatly  to  prefer  them  to  those  of 
any  other  nation  whatever.  I should  not  therefore  in  a military 
point  of  view  hesitate  a moment,  in  requesting  that  the  force  des- 
tined for  the  defence  of  this  country  may  be  British. 

But  exclusively  of  my  partiality  for  our  national  troops  on  the 
supposition  that  we  were  to  contend  with  an  invading  enemy,  there 
are  other  considerations  which  w^ould  determioe  my  choice  on  the 
present  occasion.  If  the  Kussians  were  to  be  sent  over  to  us,  their 
soldiers  would  be  told  that  they  were  going  to  a country  that  was 

^ The  Duke  of  York,  after  a short  cam-  Helder  towards  Amsterdam.  An  armistice, 
paign,  which,  however  creditable  to  the  preparatory  to  evacuating  the  country,  was 
troops,  had  produced  no  beneficial  result,  signed  at.Alkmaar  the  day  before  this  letter 
found  it  impossible  to  advance  far  fiom  the  was  written. 
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in  a state  of  rebellion,  and  if  any  parties  of  them  should  be  called 
upon  to  support  some  of  our  loyal,  but  in  my  opinion  indiscreet 
magistrates,  who  see  no  remedy  for  our  evils  but  that  of  scouring 
the  country  and  hunting  down  rebels  (forgetful  that  they  are 
creating  more  than  they  can  possibly  destroy)  these  troops,  un- 
acquainted with  om’  language,  and  with  the  nature  of  our  Govern- 
ment, would  give  a loose  to  their  natural  ferocity,  and  a scene  of 
indiscriminate  plunder  and  murder  must  ensue. 

It  would  likewise  expose  us  to  a clamour  which  our  enemies 
would  most  industriously  excite,  that  the  Union  was  to  be  forced 
upon  this  kingdom  by  the  terror  and  the  bayonets  of  barba- 
rians.^ 

Whilst  I am  writing  on  the  subject  of  our  military  establish- 
ment, I think  it  proper  to  observe  that  I do  not  Avish  for  more 
caA^alry,  as  that  is  a species  of  force  that  can  rarely  be  employed 
to  any  material  effect  in  a country  so  rugged  and  so  enclosed  as 
Ireland. 

I shall  take  an  early  opportmiity  of  gUing  your  Grace  an 
account  of  my  tour  to  the  North,  Avhich  has  on  the  whole  proved 
very  satisfactory.  I &c., 

CORNAV  ALLIS. 

JMaRQUIS  CORXAVALLIS  TO  THE  DuiTE  OF  PORTLAND. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Oct.  22,  1799. 

Although  a change  *of  political  cu’cumstances  and  the 
temper  of  the  times  aatU  often  affect  the  general  opinions  of  the 
multitude,  and  it  is  therefore  unsafe  to  trust  entirely  to  appear- 
ances, yet  from  my  reception  in  the  North  there  is  certainly  reason 
to  entertain  very  sangune  hopes  of  the  good  disposition  of  the 
people  in  that  part  of  this  kingdom  towards  the  very  important 
measure  of  a legislative  Union  Avith  Great  Britain. 

At  Dundalk,  which  Avas  the  first  place  that  I Ausited,  I received 
according  to  my  expectations  an  addi'ess  in  favom*  of  the  Union 
from  the  Corporation,  Avhich  is  pretty  much  under  the  influence  of 
Lord  Koden ; but  to  my  smprise,  another  address  to  the  same  effect 
Avas  presented  by  the  priest  in  the  name  of  and  attended  by  several 

1 There  are  extant  two  letters  of  the  same  sians  or  Germans  for  British  troops,  whose 
date  as  the  above,  written  to  Lord  Castle-  services  were  required  elsewhere.  The  eva- 
reagh  (who  was  then  in  London)  by  Mr.  cuation  of  Holland  removed  any  necessity  for 
Elliot  and  Colonel  Littlehales.  Both  express  such  an  expenment,  and  the  intention  was 
in  the  strongest  language  Lord  Cornwallis’s  ultimately  abandoned, 
objections  to  the  proposal  of  substituting  Kus- 
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of  the  Koman  Catholic  inhabitants.  At  Armagh,  where  the  Pri- 
mate ^ is  all-powerful,  the  corporation,  clergy,  &c.,  came  forward, 
and  everything  passed  smootlily,  but  the  point  of  difficulty  was  the 
arrangement  of  matters  at  Belfast,  for  as  the  corporation  of  that 
great  and  opulent  town  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Donegal,^ 
it  was  necessary  in  some  manner  to  obtain  a public  mark  of  appro- 
bation from  the  inhabitants  at  large. 

IMr.  May,^  Lord  Donegal’s  father-in-law,  who  was  a most  active 
and  zealous  agent  for  us,  doubted  whether  he  could  obtain  a respect- 
able signature,  as  he  found  that  several  persons,  who  professed  to 
be  friendly,  were  not  inclined  to  set  their  names  to  any  paper.  He 
proposed  therefore  that  the  corporation  should  give  a public  dinner, 
and  that  it  should  be  explicitly  understood  that  no  person  was  ex- 
pected to  come  but  those  who  were  friendly  to  the  Union.  The 
Bishop  of  Down  expressed  a desire  to  be  present  at  the  dinner, 
and  said  that  he  should  not  object  to  moderate  toasts  that  were 
favourable  to  the  measure ; but  Mr.  May  told  him  in  my  presence 
that  he  should  be  glad  of  his  company  to  meet  me  in  private 
at  his  house,  but  that  he  coidd  not  be  invited  to  the  public  dinner 
unless  he  declared  himself  a friend  to  the  Union.  In  consequence 
of  this  explanation  his  Lordship  and  a Dr.  Halliday,^  declined 
coming  to  the  dinner,  which  was  attended  by  one  hundred  and  fifty 
of  the  principal  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  Belfast.  And  on 
that  occasion,  as  well  as  at  a ball  the  subsequent  night,  I received 
from  all  persons  the  strongest  assurances  of  loyalty  and  good  dis- 
position to  the  measure  in  agitation. 

The  Bishop  was  perfectly  civil  and  proper  in  the  general  tenor 
of  his  behaviour,  and  we  parted  very  good  friends. 

At  Antrim,  Coleraine,  Newtown  Limavady,  and  all  the  places 


^ Dr.  William  Nevvcome,  b.  April  19, 
1729  (old  style),  d.  Jan.  11,  1800;  m.  1st, 
1767,  Susanna,  dau.  of  Sir  Thomas  D’Oyley 
of  Chiselhampton  ; 2nd,  Jan.  27,  1772,  Anna 
Maria,  dau.  of  Edward  Smyth,  Esq.,  of  Fer- 
managh County.  Dr.  Newcome  was  a Fellow 
of  Hertford  College,  Oxford,  and  tutor  to  Mr. 
Fox  and  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Conway, 
during  which  time  he  lost  his  arm  by  an  acci- 
dent. He  accompanied  Lord  Hertford  when 
the  latter  went  to  Ireland  as  Lord-Lieutenant, 
and  was  by  him  made  Bishop  of  Dromore, 
1766,  and  successively  translated  to  Ossory 
by  Lord  Harcourt,  April  1775,  and  to  Water- 
ford by  Lord  Buckingham,  Oct.  1779,  and 
made  Archbishop  of  Armagh  by  Lord  Fitz- 
Avilliam,  Jan.  1795. 

^ George  Augustus,  2nd  Marquis  of  Done- 
gal, K.P.,  created  Lord  Fisherwick  in  Eng- 
land July  9,  1790,  b.  Aug.  13,  1769,  d.  Oct. 


5,  1844;  m.  Aug.  8,  1795,  Anna,  natural 
dau.  of  Sir  Edward  May,  Bart. 

^ Mr.,  afterwards  (Nov.  15,  ISll)  Sir 
Edward,  May,  2ud  Bart.,  b.  about  1753,  d. 
July  23,  1814,  unm.  M.P.  for  Belfast  from 
May,  1800,  till  his  death. 

Dr.  William  Dickson,  b.  1745,  d.  Sept. 
19,  1804  ; m.  Miss  Symmes.  He  was  Chap- 
lain and  Private  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland  when  Lord-Lieutenant  in  1782,  and, 
through  his  influence,  was,  in  the  following 
year,  made  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor. 

^ Alexander  Henry  Halliday,  M.D,,  a phy- 
sician at  Belfast,  and  a great  private  and  poli- 
tical friend  of  Loi’d  Charlemont,  with  whom 
he  held  a constant  correspondence ; b.  1728, 
d.  May  28,  1802  ; m.  1st,  Martha,  dau. 
of  Randal  M‘Collom,  Esq. ; 2ud,  1775,  Ann, 
dau.  of  Campbell  Edmonstone,  Esq.,  Lieut.- 
Governor  of  Dumbarton  Castle. 
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tlirough  which  I passed,  addresses  were  presented,  and  the  words 
principal  inhabitants''  were  always  inserted,  as  well  as  the  Corpo- 
ration, At  Londonderry  my  reception  was  cordial  and  flattering 
beyond  expression.  The  county  as  well  as  the  city  addressed ; the 
town  was  universally  illuminated,  and  ‘^success  to  the  Union” 
resounded  from  every  quarter.  From  thence  I made  an  excursion 
to  Strabane  and  Lifibrd,  where  the  corporat^ns  and  principal  inha- 
bitants expressed  the  most  decided  sentiments  in  favour  of  the 
Union. 

From  the  county  of  Donegal,  I have  every  reason  to  expect  an 
address,  as  well  as  instructions  to  their  members  ^ who  last  year 
voted  against  us. 

Your  Grace  is  well  aware  of  my  reasons  for  keeping  clear  of 
the  county  of  Down,  and  after  my  complete  success  in  the  northern 
counties  I did  not  care  to  hazard  anything  that  might  tarnish  the 
triumph  which  I had  obtained,  by  attempting  to  bring  forward  the 
small  counties  of  Monaghan,  Cavan,  or  Fermanagh,  in  all  which 
we  had  powerful  enemies;  an  hour,  however,  after  I left  Lord 
Caledon’s  house,  the  corporation  and  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Monaghan  arrived  with  an  address  in  favour  of  the  Union. 

Lord  Conyngham,^  who  is  a most  zealous  friend,  made  an 
attempt  on  the  Speaker’s  town  of  Drogheda,  and  obtained  the 
support  of  some  members  of  the  corporation  and  many  respectable 
inhabitants ; but  I did  not  think  the  prospect  sufflciently  promising 
to  encourage  him  to  persevere.  I cannot  express  in  terms  suffi- 
ciently strong  my  obligations  to  Mr.  Alexander,  member  for  the 
city  of  Derry,  who  attended  me  throughout  the  greatest  part  of  my 
tour,  and  was  always  most  usefully  and  actively  employed. 

I am,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

DeAK  Foss,  Phoenix  Park,  Oct.  24, 1799. 

My  northern  tour  has  answered  my  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions ; at  Dundalk,  the  first  place  that  I visited,  exclusive  of  the 

1 Alexander  Montgomery,  brother  of  the  1807,  unm.  M.P.  from  1777  to  1783  for 
Colonel  Montgomery  who  was  in  the  American  Donegal  borough,  and  for  the  county  from 
service,  and  was  killed  in  the  attack  on  Quebec  1783  to  1807. 

early  in  the  American  war ; b.  1720,  d.  Nov.  2 Henry,  3rd  Lord  and  1st  Earl  Conyng- 
1800,  unm.  M.P.  for  Donegal  county  from  ham,  K.P.,  made  Marquis  Conyngham  Jan, 
1769  till  the  Union,  when  he  retired.  He  was  22,  1816,  and  created  Lord  Minster  in  Eng- 
called  “Black  Montgomery”  to  distinguish  land  July  17,  1821;  b,  Dec.  26,  1766,  d. 
him  from  the  M.P.  for  Monaghan  county,  Dec.  28,  1832;  m.  July  5,  1794,  Elizabeth, 
also  Alexander  Montgomery.  dau.  of  Joseph  Denison,  Esq. 

Henry  Vaughan  Brooke,  b.  1742,  d.  Dec, 
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address  from  the  corporation,  which  is  under  the  influence  of  Lord 
Eoden,  I received  an  unasked  and  unsought-for  address  from  the 
Roman  Catholic  inhabitants,  in  favour  of  the  Union.  I did  not 
enter  the  county  of  Down,  lest  that  proud  leviathan.  Lord  Down- 
shire,  should  call  it  a declaration  of  war,  but  I was  received  with 
open  arms  at  Belfast,  and  throughout  the  whole  counties  of  Antrim 
and  Derry  the  cry  for  an  Union  is  almost  unanimous,  and  I have 
gi’eat  reason  to  believe  that  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Donegal  will  be  instructed  to  vote  with  us,  and  Black  Mont- 
gomery says  that  he  shall  obey  his  constituents. 

The  county  of  Waterford  and  a part  of  Cork  and  Tipperary  are 
in  an  unpleasant  state ; meetings  are  held,  and  illegal  oaths  ten- 
dered, and  the  disaffected  are  very  busy  in  working  mischief;  I 
cannot  however  believe,  notwithstanding  the  daily  reports  which 
I receive  of  intended  risings,  that  an  insurrection  will  be  attempted 
unless  the  rebels  have  good  reason  to  expect  foreign  assistance. 

By  private  letters  which  I have  seen  from  Holland,  our  troops 
in  general  seem  to  have  been  in  the  greatest  confusion  in  every 
action,  and  on  many  occasions  to  have  behaved  exceedingly  ill. 
There  may  be  some  exception  in  the  corps  belonging  to  Aber- 
cromby’s  division.  Considering  the  hasty  manner  in  which  they 
were  thrown  together,  and  the  officers  by  whom  they  were  com- 
manded, this  is  not  surprising.  Would  to  God  they  were  all  safe 
on  board,  I dread  the  retreat  and  embarkation.  Twiss  will  be  of 
service  on  the  latter  occasion.  David  Dundas  will  never  be  like 
Caesar — the  favourite  of  fortune  ; hitherto,  at  least,  that  fickle 
dame  has  set  her  face  very  steaddy  against  him.  They  promise  to 
send  me  some  regiments,  but  I do  not  feel  very  confident.  The 
measure  of  suffering  the  Guards  to  participate  in  the  recruits  to  be 
obtained  from  the  Militia,  has,  I hear,  occasioned  much  confusion, 
and  will  prevent  a great  number  from  entering  into  the  Line. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phcenix  Park,  Oct.  25,  1799. 

. . . The  armistice  in  Holland,^  although  it  is  not,  per- 

haps, the  most  brilliant  way  of  getting  out  of  the  scrape,  has 

^ This  armistice,  which  was  preliminary  leave  behind  all  the  Dutch  artillery  they  had 
to  the  Convention  signed  at  Alkmaar  on  the  taken,  and  release  8000  French  or  Batavian 
19th,  allowed  the  Allied  troops  to  embark  prisoners  captured  antecedent  to  this  expe- 
without  molestation.  The  stipulations  were,  dition : among  these  Admiral  de  Winter  was 
that  they  should  quit  Holland  by  Nov.  30,  included  by  name. 
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relieved  my  mind  from  much  anxiety,  and  has  insured  to  us  some 
army,  if  we  are  not  bent  upon  tlirowing  it  away. 

Wiat  an  extraordinary  event  is  the  return  of  Buonaparte ! I 
wish  that  fellow  had  died  in  Egypt. 

The  telegraph  accounts  from  France  appear  to  be  so  little 
worthy  of  credit,  from  the  gross  blunders  which  they  acknowledge, 
that  I do  not  much  regard  the  newspaper  pages  filled  with  stories 
of  their  victories.  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Nov.  2,  1799. 

I have  received  your  Grace’s  letter  dated  the  25th  ultimo, 
and  I shall  pay  due  attention  to  what  you  state  respecting  Lord 
Grenville’s  sentiments  and  feelings  on  the  subject  when  Mapper 
Tandy  ^ and  his  associates  arrive.  Mapper  Tandy  is  a fellow  of  so 
very  contemptible  a character  that  no  person  in  this  country  seems 
to  care  in  the  smallest  degree  about  him.  If  any  of  his  companions 
should  appear  to  be  men  of  abilities  or  consequence,  and  likely  to 
be  dangerous  to  the  state,  it  may  be  necessary  that  they  should  be 
sacrificed  to  the  justice  and  for  the  future  security  of  their  country. 
The  notorious  crimes  of  Tandy  leave  no  room  for  hesitation  about 
his  banishment.  I &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 


Dear  Boss, 


Phoenix  Park,  Nov.  7,  1799. 


Our  last  accounts  from  England  are  dated  the  31st,  and  you 
will  easily  imagine  that  during  the  tremendous  gales  which  have 
prevailed  for  some  days  past,  I have  suffered  considerable  uneasi- 
ness about  the  removal  of  our  troops  from  Holland,  our  fleet  in  the 
Bay,  &c. 

The  march  of  the  Archduke  ^ from  Switzerland  into  Germany 


1 Napper  Tandy,  who  had  early  engaged 
in  the  rebellion,  escaped  from  Ireland  and 
was  by  name  excluded  from  the  Act  of  Am- 
nesty. He,  with  Blackwell,  Corbett,  and 
others,  went  to  Hamburgh,  where,  at  the 
instance  of  Sir  James  Crawford,  the  Resident, 
he  was,  by  order  of  the  Senate,  arrested  Nov. 
24,  1798,  and  sent  to  England.  Lord  Gren- 
ville, then  Foreign  Secretary,  thought  that 
this  aiTe.st  was  rather  an  infringement  upon 
the  law'  of  nations,  and  felt  himself  conse- 


quently in  an  awkward  position.  The  further 
proceedings  in  this  case  appear  under  the 
proper  dates  in  1800. 

2 This  retreat,  which  is  now  known  to  have 
been  the  result  of  orders  from  Vienna,  pro- 
duced the  most  ruinous  con-sequences.  By 
w'eakening  the  Allied  armies,  it  enabled  Mas- 
sena  to  defeat  Korsakow  in  the  battles  fought 
near  Zurich  towards  the  close  of  September, 
in  one  of  which  General  Hotze  (one  of  the 
best  of  the  Austrian  Generals)  was  killed. 
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has  most  completely  marred  one  of  the  finest  campaigns  that  ever 
was  made.  The  order  for  this  movement,  it  is  said,  came  from 
Vienna,  and  I hope  we  are  not  implicated  in  any  part  of  the  gnilt, 
but  we  cannot  avoid  bearing  a very  considerable  share  in  the 
ruinous  consequences  of  the  measure. 

The  vast  increase  of  the  establishment  of  the  Guards,  and  loss 
of  the  only  opportunity  of  completing  the  regiments  of  the  line 
which  cannot  recruit,  in  order  to  give  the  men  to  the  Guards  who 
can,  does  not  appear  to  be  founded  in  good  sense  or  economy.  These 
things  are,  I am  afraid,  hastily  done,  on  the  suggestion  of  idle  and 
unthinking  young  men. 

I am  likewise  apprehensive  that  we  shall  get  the  city  of  Ham- 
burgh into  a scrape  by  the  surrender  of  that  contemptible  fellow 
Napper  Tandy,  who  is  a man  of  no  consequence,  and  the  value  of 
whose  capture  cannot  amount  to  the  price  of  the  rope  that  will 
hang  him.^ 

There  is  at  present  no  appearance  of  serious  mischief  in  this 
country,  nor  do  I think  that  we  have  anything  to  apprehend, 
unless  the  French  should  make  us  a visit.  The  Union  is,  I trust, 
making  progress ; the  great  body  of  the  people  in  general,  and  of 
the  Catholics  in  particular,  are  decidedly  for  it,  and  from  what  I 
hear  of  the  liberal  disposition  of  the  Britisli  Government,  I think 
if  we  can  once  bring  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  enter  into  a dis- 
cussion of  the  terms,  it  cannot  fail  of  success. 

Give  my  kind  compliments  to  Mrs.  Ross,  and 

Believe  me  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Sir  Richard  Musgrave,^  Bart.,  to  E.  Cooioe,  Esq. 

[Received  Nov.  10.] 

Hear  Sir,  Exmouth,  Nov.  1,  1799. 

I beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I have  not  renounced  my 


opinions  on  Irish  politics,  as  they 

Suwarrow  also  on  his  arrival  found  himself 
deprived  of  the  expected  support,  and,  after 
his  celebrated  attack  on  the  Devil’s  Bridge, 
and  the  disastrous  retreat  through  the  Mut- 
terthal,  he  was  so  disgusted  with  the  conduct 
of  the  Austrians  that  he  refused  any  longer 
to  co-operate  with  them,  and  shortly  after- 
wards returned  with  his  whole  army  to  Russia. 
Thus  were  the  successes  of  the  Allies  in  Italy, 
and  the  advantages  previously  gained  in  Ger- 
many, rendered  nugatory. 

^ The  French  Government  remonsti-ated  in 
very  indignant  terms  with  the  Senate  of 


were  founded  in  principle.  But 

Hamburgh  for  having  given  up  Tandy  and 
his  companions. 

2 Sir  Richard  Musgrave,  Bart.,  b.  1757, 
d.  April  6,  1818 ; m.  Dec.  20,  1780,  De- 
borah, dau.  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Cavendish,  Bart.  He  was  a very  vehement 
politician,  and  his  ‘ History  of  the  Rebellions 
in  Ireland  ’ is  deeply  imbued  with  his  own 
anti-Catholic  views.  He  did  ultimately  obtain 
the  office  of  Receiver  of  Customs  in  Dublin, 
worth  1200^.  a-year.  M.P.  for  Lismore  from 
March,  1778,  till  the  Union. 
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I must  confess  that  I was  very  jealous  at  seeing  Government  confer' 
considerable  favour  on  some  persons  who  were  not  in  Parliament — 
on  others  wlio  were  but  a short  time  in  it — and  on  others  who 
either  opposed  them  with  intemperate  zeal  or  did  not  evince  an 
earnest  desire  to  serve  them.  Lord  Camden  informed  me  in  the 
year  1797  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  had  recommended  me  to  liim 
for  an  appointment,  and  though  Government  had  more  to  dispose 
of  from  that  period  to  the  present  than  for  ten  years  before,  I have 
not  been  considered,  and  I could  not  even  learn  that  Administra- 
tion had  in  contemplation  to  serve  me.  I rested  entirely  on  their 
honour,  but  I was  informed  by  some  persons  of  respectability,  who 
were  connected  with  Government,  that  I had  no  chance  of  receiv- 
ing a favour  from  them  unless  I made  terms  and  obtained  a specific 
promise  beforehand,  and  that  without  doing  so  I may  wait  dum 
defluit  amnis.  Prom  my  zeal  on  all  occasions  to  promote  peace 
and  good  order,  to  refute  those  opinions  and  to  decry  those  baneful 
principles  which  have  desolated  many  parts  of  Europe,  I flatter 
myself  that  the  public  would  not  consider  me  as  unworthy  of  an 
appointment.  It  would  maJie  my  mind  easy  if  I were  certain  that 
such  an  appointment  as  I would  accept  was  intended  for  me  when 
the  question  of  the  Union  will  be  determined.  I am  extremely 
glad  to  find  that  the  mass  of  the  people  regard  that  measure  in  its 
true  light. 

I am,  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

Eichd.  Musgkave. 

P.S. — My  History  of  the  Kebellion  is  far  advanced. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

DeAK  EoSS,  Phoenix  Park,  Nov.  16,  1799. 

I have  not  had  time  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letters  dated  the  31st,  1st,  and  9th.  Matters  are  here  going  on 
pretty  well ; my  government  is  certainly  not  unpopular  in  the 
country  at  large,  and  I have  done  some  small  matters  to  assist  the 
capital  against  our  threatened  famine  ‘ that  will,  I think,  take  off 

^ The  harvest  had  generally  failed,  and  the  obtaining  several  thousand  sacks  of  flour,  as  a 
price  of  corn  being  lower  in  Ireland  than  in  temporary  and  partial  relief.  He  also  issued 
England,  the  distilleries  in  the  former  country  on  the  11th  Nov.  proclamations  prohibiting 
were  in  active  work.  As  early  as  October  the  making  of  cakes,  rolls,  muffins,  or  any- 
fears  had  been  entertained  that  severe  distress  thing  but  household  bread.  The  exportation 
must  be  felt,  especially  in  Dublin.  On  account  of  corn  was  prohibited,  and  a bounty  of  10s. 
of  the  higher  price  of  corn  in  England,  Mr.  offered  on  each  of  the  first  40,000  barrels  of 
Pitt  was  very  unwilling  to  allow  any  exporta-  flour  imported  and  sold  in  open  market,  and 
tion  from  that  country,  but,  after  much  cor-  5s.  for  the  next  20,000.  The  exportation  of 
respondence.  Lord  Cornwallis  succeeded  in  potatoes  was  also  forbidden. 
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a good  deal  of  the  asperity  of  the  mob-opposition  to  om*  great  mea- 
sure. The  greatest  difficulty  which  I experience  is  to  control  the 
violence  of  our  loyal  friends,  who  would,  if  I did  not  keep  the 
strictest  hand  upon  them,  convert  the  system  of  martial  law  (which 
God  knows  is  of  itself  bad  enough)  into  a more  violent  and  intolerable 
tyranny  than  that  of  Kobespierre.  The  vilest  informers  are  hunted 
out  from  the  prisons  to  attack  by  the  most  barefaced  j^erjury  the 
lives  of  all  who  are  suspected  of  being,  or  of  having  been,  dis- 
affected; and,  indeed,  every  Koman  Catholic  of  influence  is  in 
great  danger.  You  will  have  seen  by  the  addresses  both  in  the 
north  and  south  that  my  attempt  to  moderate  that  violence  and 
cruelty  which  has  once  driven,  and  which,  if  tolerated,  must  again 
soon  drive,  this  wretched  country  into  rebellion,  is  not  reprobated 
by  the  voice  of  the  country,  although  it  has  appeared  so  culpable  in 
the  eyes  of  the  absentees.  I am  told  that  I am  to  receive  imme- 
diately the  15th,  16th,  36th,  46th,  52nd,  and  62nd  regiments, 
making  upwards  of  8000  men,  and  a detachment  of  about  1200 
men  who  have  been  transferred  from  the  militia  to  the  Guards. 
How  these  latter  are  to  be  commanded  I know  not,  but  I should 
suspect  that  it  will  not  be  in  manner  to  make  them  very  efficient. 

I shall  be  much  disposed  to  countenance  such  means  as  may  be 
proposed  for  improving  the  establishment  of  military  artificers. 

I have  received  a long  letter  from  Diindas  in  which,  amongst 
other  things,  he  speaks  of  the  expedition  to  Holland,  which  he  does 
not  seem  to  view  in  so  unfavourable  a bght  as  it  has  appeared  to 
others.  I ventured  in  my  answer  to  recommend  that  any  future 
attempts  should  be  well-weighed,  as  this  was  the  last  army  that 
we  could  have  any  prospect  of  raising  during  the  present  war,  and 
liinted  that  Sir  Ealph  Abercromby  would  be  a safe  man  to  talk 
with  on  those  subjects. 

I am,  my  dear  Eoss,  most  truly  yours, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private  and  Confidential.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Nov.  22,  1799. 

Although  it  was  not  my  intention  to  write  to  your  Grace  on 
the  subject  of  the  Union  arrangements  until  I had  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  the  matter  fully  with  Lord  Castlereagh,  yet  there  is 
one  point  which,  however  trifling  it  may  seem  in  itself,  appears  to 
me  so  likely  to  be  productive  of  much  mischief  that  I feel  it  to  be 
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my  duty  to  lose  no  time  in  submitting  my  sentiments  upon  it  to 
your  Grace’s  serious  consideration.  The  matter  to  which  I allude 
is  the  witldiolding  the  elective  franchise  in  the  choice  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Irish  peerage  from  the  Koman  Catholic  peers, 
although  the  right  of  voting  for  a member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
ipons  is  enjoyed  by  every  person  of  that  religion  who  is  possessed 
of  a freehold  of  forty  shillings  a year.  The  number  of  Catholic 
peers  is  so  smalP  that  the  question,  abstractedly  considered,  can 
be  of  very  little  consequence  either  to  themselves  or  to  the  state ; 
but  at  a time  when  a respectable  part  of  the  Eoman  Catholic  com- 
munity in  tliis  kingdom  is  '^almost  universally  coming  forward  in 
favour  of  the  Union  and  of  Government,  without  taking  advantage 
of  the  times  to  prefer  any  additional  claims  for  their  own  sect,  it 
must  be  a most  mortifying  and  provoking  circumstance  for  them 
to  observe  that  tliis  very  Government  which  they  support,  is  dis- 
posed to  deny  them  the  full  enjoyment  of  those  privileges  which 
have  in  principle  already  been  conceded  to  them. 

I most  earnestly  hope  that  your  Grace  and  His  Majesty’s  other 
confidential  servants  will  see  this  matter  in  the  same  light  with  me, 
and  that  you  will  allow  the  Roman  Catholic  peers  to  vote  for  the 
representatives  of  the  peerage,  on  their  taking  the  same  oaths  that 
are  required  from  the  electors  of  their  communion  when  they  give 
their  votes  for  members  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I have  had  a 
most  difficult  line  to  pursue,  but  amidst  the  violence  of  factions 
and  religious  prejudices  J have  gone  steadily  to  my  point,  and  I 
think  I may  now  venture  to  say  that  I have,  in  a great  measure, 
gained  the  confidence  and  good-will  of  the  Catholics  without  losing 
the  Protestants.  But  if  the  former  see  cause  to  believe  that  I am 
disposed  to  adopt  the  ancient  system,  or  that  I am  a man  of  straw, 
without  weight  or  consideration,  things  will  soon  revert  to  their 
former  course,  and  I shall,  perhaps,  be  the  most  improper  man  to 
hold  my  present  station.  j Pave,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Kagley,  Nov.  28,  1799. 

I have  to  acknowledge,  which  I do  with  a very  sincere  and 
grateful  sense  of  your  Grace’s  constant  recollection  of  my  wishes, 
your  letter  of  the  22nd  inst.  I earnestly  hope  that  the  effect  of 

1 Then  only  six — the  Earl  of  Waterford  and  Southwell,  and  Kenmare,  and  Lord  Trimleston. 
Wexford  (Earl  of  Shrewsbuiy) ; Earl  of  Fin-  Viscount  Gormanston  did  not  establish  his 
gali;  Viscounts  Taaffe  (in  the  Austrian  service),  right  to  the  peerage  till  August,  1800. 
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Mr.  Pitt’s  conversation  with  my  Lord  Downshire  may  be  what  we  all 
wish  it,  but  I have  my  fears  that  his  Lordship  has  already  gone  too 
far  with  the  Opposition  to  lend  us  any  active  assistance.  As  mat- 
ters stand  I should  be  well  pleased  to  compound  for  the  neutrality. 

Your  Grace  and  Mr.  Pitt  will,  I trust,  both  have  an  opportunity 
of  satisfying  Lord  Clare’s  feelings  in  respect  to  the  line  hereafter 
to  be  pursued  towards  the  Catholics  before  he  leaves  London.  Of 
course  no  further  hopes  will  be  held  forth  to  that  body  by  the  Irish 
Government  without  specific  directions  from  your  Grace,  and  I 
faiidy  confess  I entertain  very  great  doubts  whether  any  more  dis- 
tinct explanation  than  has  already  been  given  would  at  present  be 
politically  advantageous ; it  is  enough  to  feel  assured  that  we  are 
not  suffering  them  to  form  expectations  wluch  must  afterwards  be 
disappointed,  under  the  disadvantage  of  having  dexterity,  if  not 
duplicity,  imputed  to  Government  in  the  conduct  of  the  measure. 

The  more  I consider  the  terms  of  Union  which  you  are  prepared 
to  offer  to  Ireland,  the  more  confident  I feel  that  the  measure  must 
ultimately  succeed.  I shall  have  a strong  case  to  state  to  the  Irish 
ParKament ; I wish  I could  appeal  to  an  audience  solely  intent 
upon  the  puhlick  question.  j have,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Phcenix  Park,  Nov.  29,  1799. 

. . . Supposing  that  all  peculation  is  at  an  end  in  the 
Engineer  line,  which  I believe  is  now  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  the 
case,  that  branch  of  the  service,  which  requires  more  education  and 
study  than  any  other,  is  the  most  confined  in  its  prospects  of  honour 
or  emolument.  Even  the  least  capable  of  the  colonels  ought  to 
receive  the  average  value  of  a regiment  of  infantry ; and  not  only 
the  man  who,  by  survivorship,  arrives  at  the  situation  of  cliief 
engineer,  but  the  efficient  man  who  performs  the  duties  of  it, 
should  receive  nearly  the  double  of  that  allowance.  An  arrange- 
ment of  this  kind  cannot  perhaps  be  undertaken  at  this  time,  but 
some  tiling  more  must  be  done  for  Morse.  ^ Not  knowing  precisely 
what  Sir  W.  Green  receives  I cannot  say  what  the  former  should 
have,  but  perhaps  it  might  be  fair  to  fix  it  at  100/.  a-year  less  than 
the  chief  engineer.  I wish  you  would  put  this  into  some  shape, 
and  either  speak  to  Lord  Howe  from  me,  or  enable  me  to  write  to 
him  on  the  subject. 

^ Lieut.-Geiieral,  afterwards  General,  Robert  Morse,  Colonel-Commandant  of  Engineers, 
b.  1743,  d.  July,  1811. 
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The  proposed  arrangements  for  the  Union  are,  in  general, 
likely  to  give  satisfaction ; but  our  ministers  suffer  themselves  to 
be  so  totally  guided  by  the  narrow-minded  prejudices  of  the  Pro- 
testant party,  that  they  have  excluded  the  Koman  Catholic  peers 
(six  in  number)  from  voting  for  the  representative  peers,  although 
every  Roman  Cathohc  freeholder  of  forty  shillings  a-year  has  for 
some  years  past  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  voting  for  a member  for 
the  county.  Of  the  six  peers  there  are  but  two  who  are  men  of 
consequence,  and  those  are  excellent  men,  of  most  conspicuous 
loyalty.  But  it  is  not  the  character  of  the  persons,  or  the  thing 
itself,  abstractedly  considered,  that  is  of  consequence,  but  the  use 
that  our  enemies  will  make  of  it.  Will  not  the  Roman  Catholics 
(seven-tenths  of  the  community)  be  told  in  all  the  speeches  and 
pamphlets,  “ You  see  by  this  specimen  what  you  are  to  expect ; 
the  first  striking  feature  of  the  measure  is  to  curtail  the  httle 
privilege  you  enjoy — fools  as  you  are,  to  have  suffered  yourselves 
to  be  the  dupes  and  tools  of  such  an  Administration,”  &c. 

I have  written  to  the  D.  of  P.  on  the  subject  in  very  strong 
terms,  but  I doubt  whether  it  will  have  much  effect,  as  I do  not 
believe  that  my  opinions  on  Irish  matters  are  in  high  esteem  in 
the  Cabinet.  I do  not  understand  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby’s  going 
to  Scotland  without  passing  by  liondon  and  going  to  Court.  Is 
anything  wrong  in  that  quarter  ? ^ Every  revolution  ^ that  happens 
in  France  must  be  so  far  useful,  as  it  tends  to  discredit  the  plan  of 
putting  down  estabhshed  governments ; but  I should  doubt  other- 
wise whether  the  Consular  will  be  more  favourable  to  us  than  the 
Dhectorial  Government. 

With  kindest  compliments  to  Mrs.  Ross,  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  9,  1799. 

The  consideration  of  the  general  tenor  of  the  papers  con- 
taining the  outline  of  the  plan  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  the  reports 
of  Lord  Castlereagh,  have  afforded  me  much  satisfaction ; and  I 
was  peculiarly  glad  to  learn  from  him  that  the  Cabinet  Ministers 
had  made  up  their  mind  on  the  subject  of  the  future  encourage- 
ment to  be  given  to  the  Catholics. 

^ There  was  no  coolness  on  either  side.  2 Revolution  of  the  18th  Brumaire 
The  not  going  to  Court  was  simply  the  con-  (Nov.  9)  had  just  made  Bonaparte  First 
sequence  of  Sir  Ralph  being  compelled  to  go  Consul, 
to  Scotland  on  business. 
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I have  no  doubt  of  the  wisdom  of  not  only  withholding  the 
grant  of  any  immunities  to  them,  but  of  avoiding  ^all  promises  or 
engagements  until  the  business  shall  be  completed,  provided  that 
their  support  can  be  obtained  under  such  circumstances  ; and  I 
really  believe  it  may,  because,  as  I observed  in  my  former  letter 
to  your  Grace,  they  have  a confidence  in  the  liberal  sentiments  of 
Government. 

But  this  opinion  makes  me  feel  more  sensibly  the  mischief  that 
is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  proposed  resolution  of  excluding  the 
Catholic  peers  from  the  privilege  of  voting  for  the  representatives, 
wliich  I so  strongly  deprecated.  This  measure,  the  good  purposes 
of  which,  in  any  shape,  I cannot  discover,  will  undoubtedly  be 
considered  by  the  whole  body  of  Catholics  as  tending  to  deprive 
them  of  a right  which  they  actually  possess,  and  must,  conse- 
quently, excite  their  most  serious  jealousies  and  apprehensions, 
and  will  induce  them  to  insist  on  previous  assurances,  and  to  bar- 
gain at  Dublin  Castle  for  those  favours  which  it  is  so  desirable  they 
should  receive  as  the  spontaneous  grace  of  His  Majesty  and  the 
British  Government.  I have,  &c., 

I Cornwallis. 

VrscouNT  Castlereagh  to  the  Dui£e  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  * Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  11,  1799. 

I have  delayed  troubling  your  Grace  with  any  observations 
from  hence,  till  I was  enabled  to  form  some  judgment  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  our  party.  We  have  made  some  acquisitions,  and  I 
see  no  reason  at  present  to  apprehend  any  defection  amongst  those 
whom  we  have  hitherto  considered  as  friends.  What  Lord  Ormonde’s 
ultimate  line  of  conduct  may  be  I cannot  presume  to  judge,  having 
already  been  much  deceived  in  the  opinion  I had  formed  of  him. 
His  Lordship  fortunately  wrote  to  Lord  Cornwallis  in  the  tone  of  his 
communication  to  me,  which  gave  his  Excellency  an  opportunity  of 
sending  him  an  answer  which  I think  he  will  not  be  much  inclined  to 
show,  even  to  his  confidential  advisers,  but  which,  if  he  does  make 
public,  will  not  afford  much  encouragement  to  others  to  ajoproach 
Government  in  the  same  way.  Mr.  Pitt’s  letter,  which  your  Grace 
was  so  obliging  as  to  obtain  for  me,  enabled  me  perfectly  to  satisfy 
Lord  Ely,  Avithout  making  any  positive  promise  as  to  the  mar- 
quisate.  His  Lordship  is  satisfied  to  leave  himself  in  the  hands  of 
Government — a mark  of  confidence  which  relieves  us  from  much 
embarrassment,  and  augurs  well  as  to  his  Lordship’s  determination 
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to  give  the  measure  a fair  support.  Some  of  his  seats  are  at  pre- 
sent imfortunajiely  vacant,  and  General  Loftus  is  desirous  of  retiring. 
I have  written  earnestly  to  request  his  assistance,  at  least  on  the 
opening  of  Parliament,  when  we  shall  be  comparatively  weak,  there 
being  at  present  no  less  than  22  seats  vacant,  which  will  be  filled 
by  our  friends.  Allow  me  to  request  your  Grace’s  influence  on  this 
occasion,  and  also  permit  me  to  forward  through  you  a letter  to  Sir 
E.  Musgrave,  whose  address  I am  unacquainted  with.  A few  words 
from  your  Grace  in  the  envelope  will  secure  liis  attendance. 

I have  written  to  Lord  Darnley,^  earnestly  to  press  for  the 
assistance  of  his  friends  ; perhaps  your  Grace  may  find  a favourable 
opportunity  for  urging  it.  I am . peculiarly  solicitous  that  our 
friends  should  assemble  on  the  first  day,  as  the  Opposition  intend  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  address  deprecating  the  agitation  of 
the  question  of  Union.  Much  will  depend  on  a first  impression, 
and  between  infirm,  absent,  and  members  who  have  vacated,  there 
are  above  30  friends  who  cannot  be  brought  forward. 

I have,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

Secret.  [Received  Dec.  14,  1799.] 

My  Lord,  • Whitehall,  Dec.  9,  1799. 

I have  the  honour  to  send  your  Excellency  herewith  by  the 
messenger  Gurnett,  a set  of  the  proposed  Eesolutions  and  Articles 
of  the  intended  Union,  with  the  latest  corrections  which  have  been 
made  in  them. 

You  will  probably  have  been  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving 
these  papers  from  the  time  of  Lord  Castlereagh’s  arrival  in  Dublin  ; 
but  I have  not  lost  a moment  in  transmitting  them  to  you  since 
they  have  been  returned  to  me  by  the  several  persons  to  whose  con- 
sideration it  was  deemed  necessary  and  expedient  to  submit  them. 

I am  still  unable  to  put  into  your  Excellency’s  hands  the 
documents  and  vouchers  which  are  referred  to  in  these  papers,  but 
they  are  preparing  with  all  the  dispatch  which  is  consistent  with 
the  accuracy  with  which  it  is  necessary  they  should  be  made  out ; 
but  your  Excellency  shall  be  informed  as  soon  as  they  are  ready, 
and  no  time  shall  be  lost  in  forwarding  them  to  you. 

A mail  from  Hamburgh  has  arrived  to-day,  but  brings  nothing 

^ John,  4th  Earl  of  Darnley,  b.  June  30,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  the  Right  Hon.  William 
1767,  d.  March  17, 1831  ; m.  Sept. 19, 1791,  Brownlow.  He  had  the  borough  of  Athboy. 
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new  of  any  consequence.  I will  therefore  only  detain  the  mes- 
senger while  I assure  you  of  the  sincere  regard  and  respect  with 
which  I j^ave  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

POETLAND. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private  and  most  Secret.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  17,  1799. 

Since  I last  had  the  honour  of  addressing  your  Grace,  we 
have  been  making  the  best  preparations  in  our  power  for  the 
approaching  contest ; as  far  as  we  can  make  up  our  lists,  we  reckon 
at  present  on  180  supporters.  I cannot  absolutely  state  the  above 
numbers  to  be  secured  beyond  the  possibility  of  disappointment, 
but,  making  allowances  for  the  trifling  discontents  inseparable  from 
party,  I do  not  at  present  perceive  any  disposition  which  should 
lead  us  to  apprehend  any  considerable  defection.  Of  the  remain- 
ing 120  members,  I consider  85  as  decidedly  hostile,  and  35  whose 
politics  are  not  yet  distinctly  ascertained.  Amongst  the  latter  de- 
scription I reckon  Lord  Downshire’s  and  Lord  De  Clifford’s  friends  ; 
I am  yet  without  any  answer  from  the  latter,  which  docs  not  lead 
me  to  augur  so  favourably  of  his  intentions  as  the  nature  of  his 
communications  to  me  when  I was  in  London  seemed  to  authorise. 
If  your  Grace  can  use  any  means  on  your  side  of  the  water  to 
prevail  on  him  to  declare  himself,  it  would  have  an  important 
effect. 

Your  Grace,  I trust,  will  not  be  surprised  at  my  requesting  that 
you  will  assist  us  in  the  same  way  ^ and  to  the  same  extent  as  you 
did  previous  to  Mr.  Elliot’s  leaving  London.  The  advantages  have 
been  important,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  this  request  should  bo 
complied  with  without  delay.  j j^^ve,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Eoss. 

Dear  Loss,  Phcenix  Park,  Dec.  24,  1799. 

. . . I was,  as  you  may  believe,  much  gratifled  by 

the  flattering  token  of  remembrance  and  regard  which  I have 
received . from  the  Indian  army.^  I yesterday  received  a map 

1 The  sum  first  sent  was  5000/.  and  turban  of  Tippoo,  and  the  sword  of  a 

2 After  the  capture  of  Seringapatam,  March  Maratha  Chief,  brought  to  England  by 
16,  1799,  the  army  voted  an  address  to  Lord  General  Harris  in  1800. 

Cornwallis,  and  presented  him  with  the, sword 
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marking  out  the  partition  of  territory.  Our  holding  Seringapatam 
isole  is  certainly  awkward,  but  as  the  old  town  of  Mysore  stands 
a little  to  the  southward  of  it,  I conclude  that  it  appeared  difficult 
to  make  a Kajah  of  Mysore,  and  withhold  from  him  the  old 
capital.  There  are  many  objections  to  our  setting  up  a phantom,^ 
but  it  would  have  occasioned  great  jealousy  if  we  had  kept  the 
whole  to  ourselves,  and  there  were  obvious  reasons  for  our  wishing 
to  keep  as  much  extent  of  coast  as  possible.  It  was  likewise,  I 
conclude,  thought  to  be  prudent  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible 
the  Marattas  and  the  Nizam  from  extending  their  territories  down 
the  Peninsula,  where  they  might  become  troublesome  neighbours 
to  the  Carnatic  and  to  our  possessions  on  the  Malabar  Coast,  which 
extend  nearly  to  Goa.  At  present  any  army  that  invades  our 
Rajah  of  Mysore  will  have  our  territories  on  both  flanks. 

I have  not  heard  of  Lord  Downshire’s  having  declared  open 
hostility  from  any  other  quarter,  and  I am  pretty  confident  that  he 
has  made  no  notification  to  his  own  members.  I do  not,  however, 
feel  very  bold ; every  day  produces  some  symptoms  of  defection,  and 
I hope  our  friends  in  England  will  be  prepared  for  the  worst.^  I 
have  met  with  very  little  countenance  or  kindness,  especially  from 
my  official  correspondent,  and  yet  if  I had  suffered  those  in  whom 
they  put  their  trust  to  pursue  the  course  they  wished,  the  whole 
country  would  have  been  against  us.  Nightingall  is  to  be  em- 
ployed somewhere  with  Maitland.^  I have  written  in  the  greatest 
haste.  Yours  sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 


1 As  it  was  thought  necessary  to  place  a 
native  prince  on  the  throne  of  Mysore,  to 
govern  such  parts  of  the  territories  as  were 
not  divided  between  the  Company,  the  Nizam, 
and  the  Marathas,  the  nearest  male  heir  of 
the  Hindoo  dynasty  dethroned  by  Hyder,  was 
selected  ; but  he  was  bound  to  follow  the 
advice  of  the  British  Resident,  in  whom  vir- 
tually the  whole  authority  was  vested.  My- 
sore has  ever  since  maintained  an  enviable 
superiority  over  almost  all  the  other  native 
states  in  tranquillity  and  prosperity. 

2 The  letters  of,  and  subsequent  to,  Feb. 
5,  1800,  prove  that  these  fears  were  not 
groundless.  Among  those  whose  defection 
is  mentioned  was  Mr.  Bagwell,  with  his  two 
sons.  This  was  quite  unexpected,  as,  during 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  tour  through  the  south  of 
Ireland,  in  the  summer  of  1799,  the  cordial 
reception  he  received  at  Mr.  Bagwell’s  resi- 


dence gave  him  every  reason  to  expect  the 
support  of  that  gentleman,  from  whose  house 
he  wrote  in  a very  sanguine  spirit. 

^ This  is  an  allusion  to  a contemplated 
attack  upon  Bellisle  and  other  parts  of  the 
French  coast.  Colonel  Maitland  was  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  expedition,  consisting 
of  about  4000  men,  drawn  partly  from  Eng- 
land, and  partly  from  Ireland.  The  vessels 
containing  the  troops  were  to  meet  in  the 
Channel,  and,  at  Colonel  Maitland’s  request, 
the  naval  part  of  the  expedition  was  placed 
under  the  command  of  8ir  Edward  Pellew. 
The  proposed  arrangements  were  to  be  kept  a 
profound  secret.  To  divert  the  attention  of 
the  French,  a landing  was  to  be  effected  in 
Quiberon  Bay,  before  the  vessels  proceeded  to 
their  real  destination.  Frequent  allusions  to 
this  secret  expedition  will  be  found  in  subse- 
quent letters. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

[Private.] 

Dear  Boss,  Phoenix  Park,  Dec.  28,  1799. 

. . . Lord  Darnley,  who  is  just  come  over,  and  who 

assumes  the  inconvenient  character  of  a doubtful,  hesitating  friend, 

pressed  me  most  strongly  to  make  Mr. storekeeper  at 

Chatham,  and  after  I had,  as  I thought,  in  a long  conference, 
satisfied  him  of  the  utter  impossibility  of  my  making  such  a pro- 
motion, I received  a letter  from  him  again  strongly  urging  his 

request,  and  transmitting  a letter  addressed  to  Jiim  by  Mr. 

stating  that  the  objections  made  by  Lord  Howe  were  merely  used 
as  a pretext,  that  the  present  Board  of  Ordnance  paid  no  attention 
to  any  claims  but  those  of  interest,  and  quoting  the  appointments 

of and as  instances  of  the  grossest  corruption.  I 

thought  it  best  to  take  this  up  in  a most  angry  tone ; I taxed 

Mr. (and  with  great  justice)  with  uttering  the  most  daring 

falsehoods,  explained  the  appointments  of and , and 

added  that  by  making  Mr. storekeeper  at  Chatham,  I should 

deserve  the  obloquy  which  he  now  so  unjustly  endeavoured  to  fix 
upon  me ; and  I said  that  nothing  but  Lord  D.’s  having  marked 

his  letter  ^private  should  prevent  my  calling  Mr. to  a public 

account.  Whether  this  will  make  Lord  D.  an  Anti-Unionist  is  a 
doubtful  question ; it  is  a sad  thing  to  be  forced  to  manage  knaves, 
but  it  is  ten  times  worse  to  deal  with  fools.  Between  the  one  and 
the  other  I entertain  every  day  more  doubt  of  our  success  in  the 
great  question  of  Union;  we  have  a lukewarm,  and  in  some 
instances  an  unwilling  majority ; the  enemy  have  a bold  and  deeply 
interested  minority,  which  will,  I am  afraid,  even  after  our  friends 
are  reckoned,  run  us  much  nearer  than  most  people  expect.^ 

I have  received  no  answer  to  two  letters  which  I have  lately 
written  to  the  D.  of  P.  about  the  votes  of  the  Catholic  Lords  at  the 
election  of  the  Kepresentative  Peers.  My  opinions  have  no  weight 
on  your  side  of  the  water,  and  yet  I am  kept  here  to  manage 
matters  of  a most  disgusting  nature  to  my  feelings,  merely,  I 
believe,  to  prevent  my  interfering  with  others  in  military  com- 
mands. God  knows,  I wish  for  no  such  interference,  and  look- 
only  with  the  most  ardent  wishes  for  a peaceable  retirement. 

Believe  me  ever  most  truly  yours, 

Cornwallis. 

^ The  expectations  expressed  by  Lord  Cas-  friends,  were,  as  will  be  seen,  much  too 
tlereagh  in  his  letter  of  Dec.  17th,  of  180  sanguine. 
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Right  Hon.  William  Pitt  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henhy  Dundas. 

DeAE  Dundas,  Downing  street,  Tuesday,  Dec.  31,  1799. 

I have  been  in  hopes  from  day  to  day  to  send  you  the 
promised  materials  on  the  subject  of  my  last  letter.  But  the 
enquiry  has  been  retarded  by  fresh  points  arising  in  the  course  of 
it,  and  by  Sir  Charles  Grey’s  having  been  part  of  the  time  unwell. 
I hope  that  it  will  now  soon  be  completed,  and  I trust  the  result 
will  lead  to  a plan  very  conformable  to  the  general  ideas  you  have 
mentioned.  You  may  be  assured  that  I will  not  allow  my  mind 
to  be  captivated  by  any  project  that  is  not  thoroughly  examined  and 
weighed  in  all  its  parts,  and  I am  more  and  more  convinced  that 
the  great  view  of  the  expedition  ought  to  be  directed  to  gaining  pos- 
session of  Brest,  and  that  for  this  purpose  a preliminary  step  (either 
accompanying  or  preceding  the  expedition  to  the  Peninsula,  if 
the  latter  should  ultimately  be  found  advisable)  must  probably  be 
the  capture  of  Bellisle.  If  the  Eoyalists  are  then  in  as  much  force 
as  we  have  every  reason  to  expect,  and  we  are  able  ourselves  to 
act  on  a large  scale,  I really  think  there  is  the  fairest  prospect 
that  Brest  must,  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  be  in  our  power. 
With  this  view,  however,  I still  think  it  will  be  a great  point  if  pos- 
sible to  obtain  an  addition  of  10,000  or  15,000  disposable  infantry 
beyond  the  number  which  we  can  at  present  count  upon  as  likely 
to  be  realized.  From  my  last  conversations  with  the  Duke  of 
York  I find  our  regiments  of  regular  infantry  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  may  at  present  be  put  at  about  35,000  men,  to  which  may 
be  added  7000  Guards,  3000  French,  and  in  the  spring  10,000  or 
15,000  recruits  from  the  British  and  Irish  Militia,  making  alto- 
gether about  60,000  infantry,  exclusive  of  Bussians  or  Dutch, 
and  exclusive  of  our  Fencible  infantry,  nearly  all  of  which  has, 
I understand,  volunteered  for  general  service.  This  latter  force  of 
Fencibles  I think  amounts  to  about  15,000  or  16,000  men,  and 
would  make  a most  valuable  and  important  addition,  but  I doubt 
whether  any  large  part  of  it  could  be  spared  from  Ireland,  without 
having  some  others  to  substitute  in  its  place,  as  we  could  hardly 
trust  the  internal  safety  of  that  country  to  a small  body  of  regular 
cavalry,  with  Irish  Militia  and  Volunteers.  If  it  were  possible  to 
raise  10,000  or  12,000  additional  Fencibles  for  Ireland,  they  might 
be  in  readiness  in  the  course  of  the  summer  to  supply  the  place  of 
those  now  there,  and  I really  think  we  should  then  have  an  army 
amply  sufficient  for  our  object.  I will  mention  this  idea  to  the 
Duke  of  York,  whom  I am  to  see  on  Thursday,  and  shall  be  very 
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glad  to  know  as  soon  as  I can  what  you  think  of  it,  as,  if  you  think 
it  practicable,  no  time  ought  to  be  lost. 

Having  said  all  that  is  material  for  the  present  with  respect  to 
means  of  war,  I have  now  to  tell  you  (what  does  not  in  any  degree 
supersede  the  former  consideration)  that  to-day  has  brought  us  the 
overture  from  the  Consul  in  the  shape  of  a letter  to  the  King,  a 
copy  of  which  I inclose.  It  is,  as  you  will  see,  very  civil  in  its 
terms,  and  seems  by  the  phrase  which  describes  the  two  countries 
as  being  both  more  powerful  than  fheir  security  requires,  to  point 
at  being  willing  to  give  up  at  least  a part  of  the  French  conquests 
if  we  do  the  same  as  to  ours.  It'  is,  however,  very  little  material 
in  my  opinion  to  speculate  on  the  probable  terms,  as  I think  we 
can  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  decline  all  negotiation  at  the  present 
moment,  on  the  ground  that  the  actual  situation  of  France  does  not 
as  yet  hold  out  any  solid  security  to  be  derived  from  negotiation, 
taking  care  at  the  same  time  to  express  strongly  the  eagerness  with 
which  we  should  embrace  any  opening  for  general  peace  whenever 
such  solid  security  shall  appear  attainable.  This  may,  I think,  be 
so  expressed  as  to  convey  to  the  people  of  France  that  the  shortest 
road  to  peace  is  by  effecting  the  restoration  of  Koyalty,  and  thereby 
to  increase  the  chance  of  that  most  desirable  of  all  issues  to  the 
war,  but  at  the  same  time  so  as  in  no  degree  to  preclude  us  from 
treating  even  with  the  present  Government,  if  it  should  prevail 
and  be  able  to  establish  itself  firmly,  in  spite  of  Jacobins  on  the 
one  hand  and  Eoyalists  on  the  other.  This  is  my  present  view  of 
the  subject,  and  is  very  conformable  to  what  seemed  Grenville’s 
opinion  (in  a conversation  I had  with  him  yesterday  before  the 
letter  had  arrived),  as  well,  as  to  that  of  Lord  Spencer  and 
Windham,  who  are  the  only  members  of  Government  I have  seen 
since.  I am  afraid  we  must  return  some  answer  before  I can  hear 
from  you,  but  I think  you  will  not  see  anything  to  object  to  in  this 

Yours,  ever, 

W.  P. 
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Hopes  of  a majority  for  the  Union  — Proposed  expedition  to  French  coast  — 
Bonaparte  offers  to  negociate  — Mr.  Grattan  takes  his  seat  — Opposition  to  the 
Union  — Marquis  of  Downshire  — Debates  in  Parliament — Napper  Tandy 
• — Alleged  interference  with  a public  meeting  — Duel  between  Mr.  Corry  and 
Mr.  Grattan  — The  Catholic  Peers  — Union  Resolutions  carried  in  both 
Houses  — Limitation  of  Irish  Peerage  — Attempts  on  the  King’s  Life  — 
Debates  on  Union  Bill  — Passed  in  the  Commons  — Lord  Cornwallis’s  engage- 
ments to  Supporters  of  the  Union  — Objections  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  — 
Remonstrance  of  Lord  Cornwallis  — The  Duke’s  explanation  — Royal  Assent 
to  Union  Bill  — Military  arrangements  for  Ireland  — Creations  and  promo- 
tions in  the  Peerage  — Compensation  to  Borough-proprietors. 


Viscount  Castlekeagh  to  John  King,*  Esq. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Sir,  Dublin,  Jan.  2,  1800. 

. . . I am  impatient  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subject  of 

my  letter  to  the  Duke.  We  are  in  great  distress,  and  I wish  the 
transmiss  was  more  considerable  than  the  last,  it  is  very  important 
that  we  should  not  be  destitute  of  the  means  on  which  so  much 
depends.  . . . yours,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

Memorandum  in  Mr.  King’s  Writing. ^ 

It  was  sent  this  day  to  Lord  Castlereagh.  I ventured  so 
far  as  to  observe  to  Lord  Castlereagh  that  the  fund  was  good 
security  for  a still  further  sum,  though  not  immediately,  if  it  could 
be  well  laid  out  and  furnished  on  the  spot.  I trust  I did  not  go 
too  far. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  KoSS,  phoenix  Park,  Jan.  4,  1800. 

I enclose  two  more  applications  which  I have  received  for 
advancement  in  the  civil  branch  of  the  Ordnance.  Mr.  Clowdes- 


1 John  King,  b.  April  18,  1759,  d.  Feb. 
23,  1830;  m.  1792,  Hairiet  Margaret,  dau. 
of  Charles  Moss,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells. 
Under-Secretary  of  State,  1792  to  1806  ; then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  July,  1806; 


and  then  Comptroller  of  Army  Accounts  till 
his  death.  M.P.  for  Enniskillen,  Feb.  to 
July,  1806. 

2 The  memorandum  in  Mr.  King’s  writing 
was  addressed  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


1800. 


IRELAND. 


157 


ley’s  ^ father  was  the  man  who  verily  believed  that  the  French 
troopers  had  a design  against  liis  life  when  they  gave  him  fourteen 
cuts  on  the  skull. 

I have  made  up  matters  with  Lord  Darnley,  and  he  has 

engaged  me  to  promise  that ’s  imprudent  letter  (which,  by  the 

bye,  Lord  D.  ought  not  to  have  shown)  shall  not  be  remembered 
in  bar  to  his  future  prospects.  Colonel  Brownrigg  has  signified  the 
Duke  of  York’s  wish  for  our  forming  a corps  of  riflemen,  by 
enhsting  fifteen  men  from  each  corps  of  Fencibles  serving  in 
Ireland,  and  mentioned  Nightingall  for  the  command.  I have 
given  assurances  of  my  ready  obedience,  without  expressing  my 
approbation,  but  have  apprised  Brownrigg  privately  of  Nightin- 
gall’s  obligations  and  engagements  to  Maitland.  I conclude  that 
by  this  time  there  are  at  least  forty  kinds  of  rifles  at  the  Horse 
Guards,  and  that  when  the  important  point  is  settled  we  shall  look 
to  you  for  arms. 

We  have  within  these  few  days  brought  some  of  our  wavering 
friends  to  an  explicit  and  favourable  declaration,  and  I begin  now 
to  think  that  even  on  the  first  day,  when  so  many  of  our  friends  will 
be  out  of  Parliament,  we  shall  have  a considerable  majority. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Right  Hon.  William  Pitt  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Dear  DuNDAS,  Holwood,  Saturday,  Jan.  11,  1800. 

I was  in  hopes  long  before  this  to  have  been  able  to  write 
to  you  fully  on  the  project  relative  to  the  French  coast,  but  Sir 
Charles  Grey  has  continued  so  much  indisposed  that  I have  not 
been  able  to  see  him  again,  and  have  not  received  from  him  any- 
thing like  a full  and  dehberate  opinion.  I find,  however,  that 
both  he  and  Colonel  Twiss  entertain  at  present  a very  unfavour- 
able opinion  of  • the  strength  of  the  post  proposed  to  be  occupied, 
and  Sir  Charles  seems  also  to  entertain  (as  it  was  very  probable  he 
would)  a very  strong  and  obstinate  prejudice  against  the  Chouans 
and  every  description  of  French,  which  makes  him  apparently 
unwilling  to  estimate  impartially  their  real  strength.  Under  these 
circumstances  I see  no  prospect  of  our  having  at  present  any  such 
report  as  would  justify  encouraging  the  scheme,  and  I shall 
therefore  endeavour  to  keep  the  whole  subject  in  suspense  till 
your  return,  when  the  whole  plan  of  the  campaign  must  be  an 

1 He  was  Clerk  of  the  Cheque  at  the  the  appointment  of  Ordnance  Storekeeper  at 
Powder  Mills  at  Faversham,  and  he  asked  for  Chatham. 
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immediate  object  of  full  discussion.  I am  afraid  we  shall  find 
great  difficulty  in  arranging  any  scheme  which  will  be  attended 
with  advantages  as  important  as  ought  to  result  from  the  employ- 
ment of  so  large  and  expensive  a force  as  that  which  we  possess, 
or  are  bringing  forward ; and  operations  on  a small  scale,  and  in 
quarters  not  decisive,  though  better  than  absolute  inactivity,  are 
not  suited  to  the  present  crisis,  in  which  I feel,  as  you  do,  that  we 
must  make  our  impression  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  campaign, 
or  we  shall  find  our  means  fail  us. 

Bellisle  is  certainly,  for  one  operation,  very  advantageous,  if 
upon  further  examination  it  proves  to  be  attended  with  no  insur- 
mountable obstacles  from  additional  works  and  defences  since  the 
former  expedition.  But  that  once  accomplished,  I see  nothing 
that  remains  but  mere  demonstrations,  or  at  most  flying  and 
predatory  expeditions  (which  may  alarm  and  distract,  and  be  of 
some  benefit  as  a diversion  both  to  the  Austrians  and  the  Boyalists, 
but  will  be  of  no  real  consequence  in  themselves),  unless  upon  full 
consideration  we  think  our  force  sufficient  to  justify  risking  a great 
army  either  in  Brittany  (with  a view  of  taking  Brest  with  the 
aid  of  the  Boyalists),  or  between  the  Seine  and  the  Somme,  for  the 
purpose  of  occupying  at  least  the  district  between  the  two  rivers, 
and  carrying  terror  to  the  capital,  even  if  we  do  not  advance 
thither.  Either  of  these  enterprises,  if  prosperous,  will  decide  the 
fate  of  the  war  in  our  favour ; but  it  must  be  confessed  that  the 
failure  of  either  would  be  nearly  as  decisive  against  us.  In  these 
circumstances  I do  not  feel  that  the  attempt  can  be  justified,  unless 
on  full  examination,  and  with  the  best  military  opinions  we  can 
procure,  the  chances  in  favour  of  success  strongly  preponderate ; 
but  if  that  should  be  the  case,  some  unavoidable  risk  from  the 
contrary  chances  ought  not,  I think,  to  deter  us,  and  you  will,  I 
believe,  be  of  the  same  opinion. 

I hope  the  answer  to  Bonaparte^  has  appeared  to  you  conform- 
able to  the  general  ideas  I had  stated  to  you,  and  in  which  I was 
very  glad  to  find  you  so  entirely  concurred.  I hope,  too,  that  you 

1 On  the  5th  Nivose,  An  VIII.  (Dec.  25,  ginated.  Though  the  letter  was  couched  in 
1799)  Talleyrand  transmitted  to  Lord  Gren-  very  unconciliating  terms,  Talleyrand  replied 
ville  an  autograph  letter  of  Bonaparte  to  the  on  the  14th,  still  pressing  for  negociations. 
King,  to  which  Lord  Grenville  replied  Jan.  and  proposing  Dunkirk  or  any  other  frontier 
4,  1800,  saying  that  England  could  see  no  town  as  the  place  where  plenipotentiaries 
sufficient  guarantee  of  security  to  herself  and  might  meet.  The  correspondence  was  closed 
her  allies  in  the  propositions  of  France,  and  by  a second  note  from  Lord  Grenville,  dated 
therefore  that  His  Majesty  had  no  course  but  Jan.  20,  stating  that,  as  the  previous  conduct 
to  pursue  those  exertions  of  a just  and  de-  of  France  was  systematically  defended  in  the 
fensive  war,  which,  however,  his  regard  for  French  notes.  His  Majesty  could  see  no  hope 
his  subjects  would  not  allow  him  to  continue  of  such  a peace  as  would  justify  him  in  enter- 
beyond  the  necessity  in  which  they  had  ori-  ing  into  negociations. 
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have  not  been  disappointed  in  your  expectation  of  getting  rid  of 
your  sore  throat  on  such  easy  terms,  and  that  we  shall  see  you 
quite  well  by  the  end  of  the  week  in  which  Parliament  meets. 
We  must  of  course  lay  the  letter  from  Bonaparte,  and  our  answer, 
before  the  House  on  the  Tuesday  or  Wednesday ; but  I mean  to 
put  off  all  discussion  upon  them  till  the  Monday  following,  which 
will  be  the  27th,  in  order  to  give  you  full  time,  without  breaking 
in  on  your  original  plan.  We  must  determine  in  the  mean  time 
exactly  what  hne  to  hold  respecting  the  production  of  any  papers 
or  information  on  the  subject  of  the  expedition  to  Holland.  There 
will  be  some  difficulty  in  the  selection,  hut  I continue  to  think  we 
must  give  enough  to  clear  away  all  possible  doubts  about  the 
sufficiency  of  supplies,  medical  assistance,  and  transport  for  bring- 
ing the  troops  back.  Pray  let  me  know  your  ideas,  as  some 
questions  will  probably  be  asked,  though  perhaps  no  motion  made, 
before  you  return. 

W.  P. 

Viscount  Castleeeagh  to  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  13,  1800. 

The  Articles  of  Union  having  now  been  gone  through  by 
our  leading  friends,  I can  venture  to  assure  you  that  the  arrange- 
ment affords  them  all  the  fullest  satisfaction.  The  question  of 
expense  they  consider  as  most  satisfactorily  and  liberally  settled 
between  the  two  countries,  and  the  only  alteration  they  seem  to 
wish  is  the  introduction  of  some  words  in  the  clause  which  I have 
the  honour  to  enclose,  wliich  may  more  distinctly  explain,  on  the 
face  of  the  resolution,  the  particular  circumstances  which  would 
warrant  the  substitution  of  common  taxes  in  lieu  of  proportionate 
contributions.  From  a communication  Mr.  Corry  had  with  the 
gentleman  who  makes  calculations  for  your  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  I am  inclined  to  think  you  will  not  find  it  difficult 
hereafter  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  debts  of  the  two  countries, 
however  they  may  vary  in  rate  of  interest,  price  of  capital,  and 
period  of  extinction;  if  you  can  estimate  their  value,  and  that 
their  values  are  proportionate,  or  so  nearly  so  as  that  the  excess 
on  either  side  may  be  conveniently  defrayed  by  separate  taxes, 
the  declaration  may  be  made  without  disturbing  the  present 
system  of  the  Funds  in  either  country,  as  the  arrangement  only 
goes  to  affect  the  question  of  in  what  proportion  the  respective 
countries  shall  contribute,  and  need  not  interfere  with  the  applica- 


160 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XXT. 


tion  of  the  Funds  when  raised.  It  is  worth  considering  whether, 
as  the  value  of  the  respective  debts  may  be  proportionate  within  a 
period  of  twenty  years,  that  clause  which  precludes  the  declaration 
till  after  the  first  period  of  revision,  should  not  be  omitted,  and  the 
general  principle  be  left  to  regulate  itself. 

I have  the  honour,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private  and  Confidential.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  13,  1800. 

The  death  of  the  Primate,  which  I have  notified  to  your 
Grace  by  this  day’s  mail,  has  produced  a very  earnest  solicitation 
from  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel,  with  whose  character  and  abilities 
your  Grace  is,  I believe,  perfectly  well  acquainted.  I had  likewise 
an  application  a few  days'^^before  from  the  Archbishop  of  Tuam  ^ to 
succeed  to  the  Primacy  in  the  event  of  the  decease  of  the  late 
Primate,  whose  health  has  been  for  some  time  declining,  although 
his  dissolution  was  not  so  suddenly  expected. 

I assured  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel  that  I should  request  your 
Grace  to  lay  his  pretensions  before  His  Majesty.  But  I informed 
him  at  the  same  time,  that  I believed  His  Majesty  would  con- 
sider the  appointment  of  too  great  importance  to  admit  of  his 
attending  in  the  disposal  of  it  to  the  ordinary  course  of  recom- 
mendation, and  that  the  nomination  would  come  immediately  from 
the  Crown. 

If  the  King  should  think  proper  to  give  the  Primacy  in  the 
line  of  Irish  Bishops,  I do  not  think  that  he  can,  without  much 
inconvenience,  pass  over  the  claims  of  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel, 
nor  do  I know  any  other  candidates  whose  merits  would  justify 
such  a supercession ; and  it  is  my  duty  to  add  that  liis  Grace  of 
late  has  conducted  himself  in  a manner  to  give  him  strong  political 
claims  for  the  support  of  this  Government. 

But  should  His  Majesty,  on  the  contrary,  select  one  of  the 
English  Bishops  from  the  Irish  Bench  for  that  high  station, 
according  to  the  practice  which  has  obtained  for  many  years,  I 
should  conceive  that  the  Bishop  of  Ferns  ^ would  be  the  properest 

1 Hon.  William  Beiesford,  3rd  son  of  Archbishop  of  Tuam  1795;  created  Lord 
Marcus,  1st  Earl  of  Tyrone,  of  the  2nd  ere-  Decies  Dec.  21,  1812. 

ation,  k April  16,  1743,  d.  Sept.  6,  1819  ; ^ Euseby  Cleaver,  b.  1745,  d.  Dec.  1819  ; 

m.  June  12,  1763,  Elizabeth,  sister  of  John,  m.  1788  Catherine,  dau.  of  the  Right  Hon. 
1st  Earl  of  Clare.  Consecrated  Bishop  of  Owen  Wynne  of  Hazlewopd.  Consecrated 
Dromore  1780,  Bishop  of  Ossory  1782,  and  Bishop  of  ^Cork,  March,  1789,  translated 
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object  for  his  choice,  and  that  no  man  would  fill  that  high  office 
with  more  respectability. 

I have  stated  my  sentiments  on  this  subject  without  any  per- 
sonal bias  from  acquaintance  or  connection,  and  with  no  other  view 
but  to  assist  His  Majesty,  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  in 
making  such  a choice  as  would  be  most  suitable  to  his  OA\m  disposi- 
tion and  to  the  dignity  of  liis  Government. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Henry  Alexander,  Esq.,  to  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Pelham. 


My  dear  Mr.  Pelham,  Jan.  15,  isoo. 

My  silence  has  been  founded  on  the  uninterrupted  calm 
that  has  prevailed  in  mine  and  the  adjoining  coimties  for  these 
some  months  past.  I have  -taken  an  immense  farm  and  procul 

negotiis.  I kept  them  at  a distance  from  my . ^ Donegal  and 

Derry,  where  my  property  and  little  influence  exist,  have  come 
forward  with  great  unanimity. 

Dublin  is  much  and  seriously,  although  I think,  at  present,  not 
mischievously,  agitated.  Our  Parliament  adjourns  after  the  Militia 
business  is  disposed  of.  Grattan,  I hear,  is  to  be  introduced  at  or 
after  12  to-night,^  until  which  period  the  debate  is  to  be  prolonged. 
I pity  from  my  soul  Lord  Castlereagh,  but  he  shall  have  some- 
thing more  than  helpless  pity  from  me, — but  he  has  a phalanx  of 
mischievous  talent  and  a host  of  passion,  folly,  corruption,  and 
enthusiasm  to  contend  with.  The  Catholics  yesterday  came  to 
some  absurd  resolutions.  To-morrow  the  Guild  of  Merchants 
meets,  and  the  day  after,  I understand,  they  are  to  communicate 
all  rights  to  the  Catholics.  Grattan  has,  you  know,  the  confidence 
of  40,000  pikemen.  The  passions  of  the  Bar  and  many  of  the 
country  gentry  give  them  a favourable  accolade.  Men  will  believe 
what  they  wish,  and  we  shall  have  hot  work. 

However,  we  are  better  upon  the  whole'  than  last  year.  I 
believe  the  Minister  stronger  in  point  of  votes — but  with  Ponsonby, 
Grattan,  Bushe,  Plunkett,  &c.,  to  agitate  the  mob,  and  Foster 
and  Parnell  to  obstruct  public  business,  much  is  to  be  labom-ed. 

I leave  my  letter  open  for  contingencies. 

I am  (at  4 o’clock)  yours  truly. 

Going  to  the  Lords  at  nine.  Alexander. 


June  the  same  year  to  Ferns,  and  made 
Archbishop  of  Dublin,  1809. 

^ Sic  in  orig.  The  transcript  in  the  State 
Paper  Office,  from  whence  this  letter  has  been 
copied,  is  evidently  full  of  blunders. 

VOL.  III. 


2 He  was  elected  for  Wicklow  borough  ; 
and  Lord  Castlereagh,  Jan.  10,  infoimed 
Mr.  King  that  Mr..  Grattan  had  paid  2400L 
for  this  seat. 


M 


162 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XXL 


Sir  L.  Parsons  has  moved  an  amendment  to  the  Address,  or 
that  part  of  it  stating  the  existing  unity  of  the  kingdoms  as  it 
actually  exists,  and  adding  that  the  assertion  of  our  birthrights  to 
legislative  independence  to  your  Parliament  in  ’82  contained  senti- 
ments which  we  are  now  called  on  to  repeat.  His  speech  was 
founded  on  all  the  injuries  for  600  years  sustained  by  Ireland,  the 
necessity  of  meeting  a packed  Parliament  before  the  packing  was 
completed,  of  crushing  the  coiled  snake  before  it  made  its  leap, 
talked  sometliing  of  petty  Scotch  and  English  politicians,  and  figu- 
ratively of  a puny  miner  capable  of  blasting  the  work  of  giants — 
ob  invidiam.  He  was  seconded  by  Savage,^  Member  for  the 
county  of  Down.  Lord  Castlereagh  rising  to  reply  gave  the 
Speaker  an  opportunity  of  creating  a laugh  by  asking  if  the  noble 
Lord  meant  to  second  the  Baronet.  Lord  Castlereagh  replied  in  a 
very  manly  style,  prophecied  that  the  seceders  from  Parliament 
would  soon  feel  they  owed  a momentary  co-operation  to  motives 
that  would  die  away.  And  he  has  chosen,  like  a man,  rather  to 
throw  the  glove  maker  than  pick  it  up. 

Mr.  David  Latouche^  has  made  a most  discreet,  sensible,  and 
wise  speech,  which  is  so  extremely  suitable  to  his  age,  character, 
and  situation,  and  derived  such  consistency  from  them,  that  he  has 
silenced  the  leaders  of  Opposition  until  wild  unnoticed  treasons 
coming  from  unmeaning  men  shall  have  time  to  give  a spirit  to 
their  leaders.  Parnell  is  busy  at  the  Post,  Ponsonby  just  called  in 
by  Bushe  to  listen  to  Martin — a most  thankless  office — but  they 
must  bring  him  to  the  Post. 

Jolm  Claudius  Beresford,  Lord  Cole,  and  Geo.  Ogle  all  admit 
that  cases  might  occur  where  an  Union  might  be  eligible,  but  deny 
the  present  necessity.  The  late  Prime-Serjeant  has  spoken  during 
my  writing  this  letter,  but  without  much  effect.  Ogle’s  speech 
has  annoyed  the  Opposition.  He  says  that  he  will  not  consider 
men’s  motives,  but  that  he  will  co-operate  with  them,  with  or 
without  virtue,  to  defeat  this  measure.  The  agony  of  George  Pon- 
sonby fit  for  a painter. 

The  House  as  yet  in  good  humour  from  the  very  great  influ- 
ence of  Latouche’s  speech,  and  Lord  Cole’s  manly,  good-humoured. 


1 Francis  Savage,  b.  1767,  d.  1823;  m. 
1st,  Miss  Crawford,  of  Crawfordsburn  ; 2nd, 
Dec.  19, 1806,  Harriet,  dau.  of  Henry  Thomas, 
2nd  Earl  of  Canick.  He  was  returned  on 
Lord  Downshire’s  interest  for  the  county  of 
Down  in  1797,  and  sat  for  it  till  May,  1812. 
His  daughter  by  his  first  wife  married  Colonel 
Forde,  and  his  widow.  Lady  Harriet  Savage, 
also  married  Colonel  Forde. 

2 Light  Hon.  David  Latouche,  b.  1729,  d. 
Aug.  1817;  m.  1762,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  George 


Marley,  Bishop  of  Waterford.  M.P.  for  Dun- 
dalk from  1763  to  1767,  Longford  borough 
to  1783,  and  Newcastle  till  the  Union.  His 
grandfather,  David  Dignes  des  Pompiei’es  de 
la  Touche  (of  an  old  family  in  the  Blesois, 
driven  from  France  by  the  revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes),  fought  at  the  battle  of  the 
Boyne  in  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel 
Caillemotte,  who  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
died  crying  out  to  his  men,  “ A la  gloire, 
mes  enfans,  h.  la  gloire.” 
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but  professedly  loyal  style  of  opposition,  and  sincere,  I am  sure,  on 
his  side. 

Young  Bagwell,^  the  collector’s  ^ youngest  son,  has  in  a maiden 
speech,  and  rather  eloquent  in  point  of  composition,  supported 
the  measure,  wliicli  is,  I presume,  the  voucher  for  his  family,  who 
are  doubted  to  this  minute. 

- As  I know  not  how  I may  be  useful,  I return,  and 

Yours  again, 

(10  at  night.)  H.  Alexander. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  16,  1800. 

After  a debate  of  eighteen  hours  in  the  House  of  Commons 
upon  an  amendment  proposed  by  the  Anti-Unionists  to  the  Address 
— To  maintain  the  independence  of  the  Irish  Parliament  as  settled  in 
1782 — the  division  was:  For  the  amendment,  96;  against,  138. 
Majority  for  Government,  42. 

Mr.  Grattan  took  his  seat  in  the  latter  part  of  the  debate, 
between  7 and  8 o’clock  this  morning,  and  made  an  inflammatory 
speech,  which  was  most  admirably  answered  by  Corry,  and  G.  is 
thought  to  have  done  more  harm  than  good  to  the  Opposition.  I 
am  assured  that  we  had  the  advantage  in  speaking  as  well  as 
voting ; and  considering  the  number  of  our  friends  that  were  out  of 
Parliament  on  account  of  their  having  accepted  offices,  things 
certainly  look  very  favourably.  Lord  Downshire  and  De  Chflbrd 
were  both  against  us : Lords  Darnley  is  with  us,  but  neither  of  his 
Members  came  over  to  vote.  Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Thursday,  Jan.  16,  1800. 

The  House  divided  at  10  o’clock  this  morning,  after  a 
sitting  of  eighteen  hours,  on  an  amendment  to  the  Address  depre- 
cating the  discussion  of  Union.  It  was  moved  by  Sir  Lawrence 
Parsons  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Savage,  Lord  Downshire’s  Member 
for  the  county  of  Down.  The  Ayes  were  96,  the  Noes  138 ; 

1 Richard  Bagwell,  2nd  son  of  John  Bag-  here  lasted  only  till  the  5th  of  February  fol- 
well,  Esq.,  d.  April,  1826  ; m.  1808,  Marga-  lowing. 

ret,  dau.  of  Edward  Croker,  Esq.,  of  Ballyna-  2 ‘^Collector”  was  Benjamin,  the 

guard.  He  represented  Cashel  from  March,  youngest  brother  of  Richard  Bagwell,  and 
1799,  till  Nov.  1801,  when  he  took  Holy  not  his  father,  as  here  stated.  He  died  some 
Orders.  Dean  of  Clogher  from  1806  till  his  time  after,  unm. 
death.  His  support  of  the  Union  alluded  to 
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Majority  42,  wliieh,  considering  the  niimher  of  our  vacancies,^  and 
some  disappointments,  I consider  to  be  a satisfactory  issue  to  our 
first  contest.  I am  happy  to  be  enabled  to  inform  your  Grace  that 
our  friends  acted  with  great  energy  and  ability  in  the  debate : the 
Attorney-General  in  reply  to  Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  ; the  Prime-Ser- 
jeant  to  Mr.  Bushe  and  Mr.  Plunkett;  and  Mr.  Corry  to  Mr. 
Grattan,^  who  presented  himself  at  the  bar  at  7 o’clock  in  the 
morning,  having  been  elected  for  Wicklow  at  midnight.  He 
appeared  weak  ^ in  health,  but  had  sufficient  strength  to  deliver  a 
very  inflammatory  speech  of  an  hour  and  a half,  sitting.  Mr.  Fox 
made  a very  able  speech  against  the  amendment  in  the  course  of 
the  debate.  Lord  Downshire  appeared  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House.  His  Members,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Annesley^ 
and  Mr.  Johnston,®  voted  in  the  minority.  Finding  them  deter- 
mined not  to  take  a part  against  the  question,  he  desired  tliey 
might  withdraw.  Lord  de  Clifford’s  three  Members  voted  against 


^ Twenty-six  writs  were  moved  that  day, 
and  thirteen  more  on  the  17th,  18th,  and 
20th  of  January.  A very  large  majority  of 
the  Members  returned  to  fill  up  these  thirty- 
nine  vacancies  supported  Government. 

2 Mr.  Grattan  was  elected  for  the  borough 
of  Wicklow  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Gahan,  father- 
in-law  to  Mr.  Tighe,  to  whom  the  borough 
belonged. 

3 Mr.  Cooke,  on  Jan.  17th,  writes  to  Mr. 
King — “Mr.  Grattan  took  his  seat  apparently 
ill  and  weak,  but  this  was  all  acting.”  The 
election  had  been  timed  by  Mr.  Grattan’s 
fi-iends,  so  as  to  prevent  his  taking  his  seat 
until  the  unusual  hour  mentioned  above, 
when  he  was  supported  into  the  House,  appa- 
rently in  a fainting  state,  by  the  Right  Hon. 
W,  B.  Ponsonby  and  ]\Ir.  Arthur  Moore. 
Like  the  Eastern  astrologers,  they  watched 
for  a fortunate  moment,  and  entered  just  as 
Mr.  Egan  was  dilating  on  the  exertions  of 
Mr.  Grattan  in  1782.  The  scene  was  well 
got  up,  but  the  trick  was  too  palpable,  and 
produced  but  little  effect. 

Luke  Fox,  b.  1755,  d.  1819  ; m.  1790, 
Anne,  dau.  of  Richard  Annesley,  Esq.,  of  Ross, 
and  a niece  of  Lord  Ely.  Justice  of  the 
Common  Pleas  from  Dec.  4,  1800,  to  July 
23,  1816.  On  the  31st  of  May,  1804,  Lord 
Abercorn  in  the  House  of  Lords  brought 
charges  against  him,  with  a view  of  obtain- 
ing his  removal  from  the  Bench.  They  were 
partially  heard  the  following  >ear,  and  on 
June  19,  1806,  Lord  Grenville  moved  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  them  sine  die, 
although  no  part  of  the  defence  had  been 
heard.  Notwithstanding  the  opposition  of 
Loi’d  Eldon  and  others,  the  motion  was  car- 
ried by  25  to  16.  M.P.  for  Clonmines,  1797 
to  1799,  then  for  Mullingar  till  the  Union. 


® Right  Hon.  Richard  Annesley,  2nd  son 
of  William,  1st  Viscount  Glerawly.  On  the 
death,  Dec.  19,  1802,  of  his  brother  Francis 
Charles,  he  became  2nd  Earl  of  Annesley ; b. 
April  14,  1745,  d.  Nov.  9,  1824;  m.  Sept. 
25,  1771,  Anne,  dau.  and  heir  of  Robert 
Lambert,  Esq.,  of  Dunlady.  Commissioner 
of  Revenue  and  Excise  from  Dec.  30,  1785, 
till  1810 ; also  one  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Compensation.  M.P.  successively  for  Cole- 
raine, St.  Canice,  Newtownards,  Blessington, 
and  Middleton,  from  1767  till  the  Union. 

® Robert  Johnston,  b.  1747,  d.  March, 
1833;  m.  Susan,  dau.  of  — Evans,  Esq.,  of 
Queen’s  County.  He  was  Counsel  successively 
to  the  Barrack  and  Revenue  Boards,  for  -which 
he  received  1382L  Compensation.  He  was  in 
1801  made  a Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas,  but 
was  in  the  summer  of  1806  forced  to  retire 
under  the  following  unpleasant  circumstances  : 
— In  Nov.  1803  Cobbett  published  in  his  ‘ Po- 
litical Register  ’ a letter  signed  “ Juverna,” 
which  contained  a libel  on  Lords  Redesdale 
and  Plunkett,  then  respectively  Chancellor  and 
Attorney-General  of  Ireland.  For  this  Cob- 
bett was  prosecuted  and  convicted  in  May, 
1804,  and  then,  to  save  himself,  he  named 
the  author  of  the  letter,  Judge  Johnston, 
who,  after  much  litigation,  was  convicted  in 
the  King’s  Bench  in  England  Nov.  23, 1805  ; 
but,  upon  his  engaging  to  quit  the  Bench,  a 
nolle  prosequi  was  entered,  and  he  retired  on 
a pension.  M.P.  for  Hillsborough  from  1790 
until  compelled  by  Lord  Downshire  to  vacate 
in  1800,  when  he  was  returned  for  Philips- 
town,  and  sat  till  the  Union. 

Lord  De  Clifford  brought  four  members 
into  Parliament.  Clotworthy  Rowley,  M.P. 
for  Downpatrick  from  1771  to  the  Union. 
He  was  a barrister,  and  had  been  a Captain 
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US.  The  temper  of  the  House  was  very  much  altered  for  the 
better,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Speaker  perfectly  correct ; the  town 
quiet.  I trust  tliis  first  success  will  cement  our  party  ; it  is  still 
composed  of  loose  materials,  much  more  intent  on  the  personal 
than  the  public  question,  and  so  far  may  be  embarrassing  in  a 
detailed  struggle.  I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin-Castle,  Jan.  18,  1800. 

I yesterday  assembled  the  Colonels  of  IMilitia,^  and  met  on 
the  whole  as  good-humoured  an  acquiescence  m the  wishes  of 
Government  as  could  reasonably  be  expected  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  things.  Lord  Downshire  was  the  only  person  who  showed 
any  violence  on  this  occasion. 

I have  good  reason  to  hope  that  I shall  obtain  a considerable 
proportion  of  the  militia  men  for  general  service  by  giving  four 
guineas  more  bomity  to  recruits  of  that  description,  and  allowing  an 
ensigncy  for  forty  volunteers  instead  of  sixty.  We  shall  now  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  carry  His  Majesty’s  commands  into  execution ; 
and  as  this  measure  will  for  a time  render  the  whole  militia  force  of 
this  kingdom  in  a great  degree  inefficient,  I cannot  help  expressing 
my  opinion,  that  every  exertion  should  be  used  on  yoiw  side  to  send 
over  without  loss  of  time  the  whole  or  a part  of  the  regular  forces 
destmed  to  serve  in  this  country ; and  I think  this  step  the  more 
necessary  as  some  of  the  Opposition,  since  their  defeat  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  are  endeavouring  to  raise  a popular  clamour 
in  Dublin  and  the  adjacent  counties. 

The  Sheriffs,  attended  by  a great  concourse  of  people,  of  whom 
many  were  yeomen,  carried  this  day  an  address  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Grattan ; and  it  is  not  impossible  that  dangerous  tumults  may 
arise  before  the  measure  of  Union  has  gone  through  all  its  stages 


in  the  army,  b.  1731,  d.  March  25,  1805  ; 
m.  1766,  Letitia,  dau.  and  co-heir  (with 
Lady  De  Clifford)  of  Samuel  Campbell,  Esq., 
of  Mount  Campbell.  William  (eldest  son  of 
Clotworthy),  M.P.  for  Kinsale  from  1790  to 
1802,  d.  Feb.  25,  1812,  unm.  With  the 
exception  of  about  a year  he  held  various 
Commissionerships  from  1797  to  1806.  Com- 
missioner of  Customs  from  1807  till  his 
death.  The  second  son.  Captain,  afterwards 
Admiral,  Sir  Josias,  Bart.,  so  created  June 
2,  1813,  K.C.B. ; d.  Jan.  10,  1842,  unm. 
M.P.  for  Downpatrick  from  1797  to  the 
Union,  and  for  Kinsale  from  June,  1821,  to 
1826.  The  third  son.  Captain  Samuel  Camp- 


bell, afterwards  a Rear-Admiral,  b.  1774,  d. 
Jan.  1846  ; m.  Sept.  16,  1805,  Mary,  dau. 
of — Thompson,  Esq.,  of  New  Park;  2nd, 
1830,  Mary,  only  dau.  of  Edmund  Cronin, 
Esq.,  of  Newtown,  Kildare,  afterwards  Com- 
missioner of  Compensations.  M.P.  for  Down- 
patrick from  1797  to  1802,  and  then  for  Kin- 
sale to  1806.  Captain  Josias  Rowley  does  not 
appear  to  have  voted  on  the  6th  of  Feb.  1800, 
when  the  great  division  on  the  address  took 
place.' 

^ With  reference  to  volunteering  for  the 
line,  which  the  Duke  of  Portland  had  strongly 
urged. 
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of  discussion.  In  justice  to  the  Speaker  I think  it  right  to  mention 
that  he  declares  against  aU  popular  violence. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  18,  1800. 

The  debate  and  division  on  Wednesday  has  certainly  had 
the  best  effects  in  giving  our  party  confidence  in  their  own 
strength.  I find  the  tone  of  the  House  improved,  and  the  Oppo- 
sition much  embarrassed  by  Grattan’s  introduction.  The  aggre- 
gate meeting,  with  the  sheriffs  at  their  head,  carried  up  addresses 
both  to  the  Speaker  and  to  him  this  forenoon.  I should  imagine 
the  former  will  not  much  rehsh  running  in  couples  with  Mr. 
Grattan : them  names  are  joined  together  on  a green  breast-ribbon 
as  fiiends  of  the  people,  Grattan  having  the  precedence : in  short, 
liis  coming  into  Parhament  has  been  of  singular  advantage  to  us, 
as  it  has  disgusted  to  a degree  the  most  respectable  of  our 
opponents. 

Lord  Downshire  has  insisted  on  Mr.  Annesley  and  Mr.  Johnson 
resigning  their  seats,  and  means  to  proceed  actively  with  liis  oppo- 
sition. He  told  Mr.  Cooke  this  evening  that  he  had  consented  to 
go  on  with  the  party,  provided  the  lawyers  kept  themselves  within 
bounds  ; their  intention  is  to  call  forth  the  popular  feeling,  if  pos- 
sible, and  with  tliis  view  they  are  to  employ  themselves  during  the 
recess  in  their  respective  counties.  . . . 

I have,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin,  Jan.  20,  1800. 

. . . The  Opposition  have  had  several  meetings  since 

their  defeat  on  AVednesday.  Lord  Downsliire,  I understand,  pre- 
sided yesterday  at  Lord  Charlemont’s,  when  it  was  decided  to  call 
as  many  counties  as  they  have  influence  in.  A requisition  has 
accordingly  been  sent  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Down ; the 
meeting  will  probably  be  called  at  short  notice,  and  I fear  the 
decision  will  be  adverse  to  oim  wishes : however,  Lord  Londonderry 
goes  down  to-morrow,  and  will  use  his  best  endeavom’S  to  counter- 
act our  opponents. 
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The  Speaker  is  much  irritated  by  the  weakness  of  his  party  and 
its  inconvenient  constitution  ; his  conversation  is  full  of  complaint, 
but  means  nothing ; he  pointedly  recommends  moderation  out  of 
doors — I wish  he  had  earlier  set  the  example  within : at  present 
his  deportment  is  every  thing  I could  wish  it. 

There  is  a very  wicked  handbill  in  circulation  to-day,  calling  on 
the  yeomanry  to  rise  in  arms  and  save  the  country.  What  degree 
of  inflammation  may  be  excited  by  these  efforts,  it  is  as  yet  impos- 
sible to  foresee  ; but  your  Grace  will  feel  that  the  speedy  arrival 
of  the  troops  from  England  may  have  a very  beneficial  influence 
in  preserving  the  public  temper,  and  in  giving  confidence  to  our 
friends.  j p^ve,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  21,  1800. 

I am  afraid  that  our  friends  in  England  will  think  all  our 
difficulties  at  an  end,  because  we  had  a majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons ; but  they  are  mistaken  if  they  suppose  that  a measure 
so  deeply  affecting  the  interest  and  passions  of  the  nation  can  be 
carried  against  the  voice  of  the  people.  The  Opposition  see  this, 
and  are  now  turning  their  whole  exertions  to  work  on  the  public 
mind,  and  to  raise  the  popular  clamour  to  the  highest  pitch. 
Grattan,  degraded  as  he  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  respectable  part  of 
the  community,  has  great  weight  with  the  Eoman  Catholics  in 
Dublin,  who  are  disaffected  to  British  Government,  and  detest 
British  connexion.  Lord  Downshire  has  called  a meeting  in  the 
county  of  Down,  where  the  unlimited  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
and  patronage  of  Government  for  many  years,  has  enabled  him  to 
establisli  a dangerous  authority:  other  leaders  of  Opposition  are 
preparing  to  follow  his  example. 

The  aid  of  the  yeomanry,  who  are  mostly  Orangemen,  is  called 
for  by  inflammatory  handbills,  and  it  is  asked  of  them,  whether 
60,000  Irishmen  with  arms  in  their  hands,  will  tamely  stand  by 
and  see  the  constitution  of  their  country  destroyed  ? You  wiU 
easily  imagine  that  I am  not  idle  on  my  part,  but  my  Cabinet 
friends  have  shown  so  total  a want  of  confidence  in  me,  and  have 
so  eagerly  seized  every  opportunity  of  reprobating  my  conduct  in 
severe,  if  not  in  acrimonious  terms,  that  I am  almost  afraid  to 
appeal  to  the  general  goodwill  of  the  people  at  large,  which  I 
have  the  vanity  to  think  I possess. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  without  the  arrival  of  a single 
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corps  of  the  promised  reinforcement  from  England,  I am  obliged 
to  undertake  the  measure  of  drafting  the  Irish  militia,  which,  if  it 
has  no  worse  effect,  will  at  least  render  that  force  inefficient  for  a 
considerable  time. 

I am  glad  to  find  the  Duke  of  York  has  given  up  the  idea  of 
haying  corps  of  riflemen,  and  I wish  he  would  turn  liis  thoughts  to 
the  means  of  rendering  the  movements  of  the  regiments  more 
simple,  and  a little  more  active. 

Lord  Darnley’s  Members  are  on  the  road,  and,  as  he  is  very 
friendly,  I should  wish  to  make  his  friend  Clerk  of  Survey  at 
Chatham.  Yours  ever,  &c., 

CORNW'ALLIS. 

Marquis  Corxwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  21,  1800. 

Since  my  last  communication  to  your  Grace  of  the  18th 
instant,  every  means  have  been  taken  by  the  Anti-Unionists  to 
inflame  the  minds  of  the  people.  The  Guild  of  Merchants  ^ have 
entered  into  strong  resolutions  against  the  measure  of  the  Union, 
couched  in  the  most  insidious  language,  urging  strenuously  a coali- 
tion of  all  sects  in  opposition  to  it,  and  offering  their  warmest 
thanks  to  “ their  Boman  Catholic  fellow-citizens  ” in  Dublin,  for 
their  manly  and  patriotic  conduct.  The  most  seditious  and  artful 
handbills  are  now  in  general  circulation,  calling  upon  the  yeo- 
manry, Orangemen,  and  Catholics,  to  form  one  solid  and  indisso- 
luble bond  of  opposition  to  the  Union ; and  one  of  these  produc- 
tions is  peculiarly  addressed  to  the  passions  of  the  yeomamy,  by 
stating  that  no  Government  can  wrest  the  Parliament  from  60,000 
armed  and  tried  men. 

These  circumstances  strongly  confirm  the  expediency  of  hasten- 
ing the  departure  of  the  forces  which  are  destined  to  serve  in  this 
country,  and  it  might  not  have  a bad  effect  if  one  or  two  of  the 
regiments  were  to  pass  over  from  Liverpool  to  Dublin ; but  I do 
not  think  this  object  of  sufficient  importance  to  suffer  it  to  embar- 
rass the  measures  which  your  Grace  may  have  already  taken,  or 
to  occasion  any  probable  delay  in  the  arrival  of  the  troops.  I am 
concerned  to  mention  that  the  county  of  Antrim  is  much  agitated 

^ The  Corporation  ot  Dublin  was  composed  to  the  Common  Council,  but  in  unequal  pro- 
of Guilds,  as  the  Corporation  of  London  is  of  portions.  The  Guild  of  Merchants  was  the 
Companies ; but  the  Guilds  had  neither  the  most  numerous  and  powerful,  and  certainly 
power  nor  the  wealth  ot  the  London  Compa-  the  most  violent, 
nies.  Each  Guild  returned  a certain  number 
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and  convulsed  by  bands  of  robbers.  I have,  however,  taken  such 
steps  as  I trust  will  restore  quiet  in  those  parts,  and  tranquillise  the 
minds  of  the  loyal  inhabitants,  who  are  at  present  in  a state  of  alarm. 

It  is  also  painful  to  me  to  inform  your  Grace  that  the  practice 
of  houghing  has  recommenced  in  the  county  of  Galway,  and  that 
the  General  commanding  in  that  district  reports  that  upwards  of 
two  hundred  sheep  were  mutilated  about  the  16th  of  this  month, 
with  some  cattle. 

The  resolutions  for  authorising  volunteers  to  enter  into  the  Line 
from  the  Militia,  passed  unanimously  yesterday  in  the  Commons : 
the  House  is  adjourned  until  the  3rd  of  February,  and  I entertain 
hopes  that  during  the  recess,  the  colonels  of  the  Militia,  or  many 
of  them,  will  join  their  respective  regiments,  and  contribute  in 
person  to  promote  the  important  measure  of  obtaining  recruits 
from  their  respective  corps  to  serve  in  the  Line. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry. 

Dear  James,  • Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  24,  1800. 

Our  division  against  the  amendment  to  the  Address  was  to 
the  full  as  good  as  we  expected.  It  was  necessary  that  an  adjourn- 
ment should  afterwards  take  place,  on  account  of  the  number  of 
seats  that  have  been  vacated.  There  can,  I think,  now  be  no 
doubt  of  our  Parhamentary  success,  although  I believe  that  a great 
number  of  our  friends  are  not  sincere  well-wishers  to  the  measure 
of  Union.  Pride  and  self-interest  will,  I am  afraid,  generally  be 
too  hard  for  patriotism. 

In  Dublin  and  its  vicinity  the  people  are  all  outrageous  against 
Union ; in  the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  the  general  sense  is 
undoubtedly  in  its  favour : it  is  however  easy  for  men  of  influence 
to  obtain  addresses  and  resolutions  on  either  side. 

I have  submitted  the  nomination  of  the  new  Primate  to  His 
Majesty’s  determination,  stating  that,  if  it  should  be  thought 
proper  to  give  it  to  an  Irishman,  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel  could 
not  be  passed  over ; but  that  if,  according  to  the  late  practice, 
it  was  to  be  given  to  an  English  Bishop  on  the  Irish  Bench, 
the  Bishop  of  Ferns  (Cleaver)  was  the  most  respectable  candi- 
date. I am  afraid  that  the  new  Bishop,^  whom  I shall  be  obliged 

^ George  de  la  Peer  Beresford,  Dean  of  2nd  son  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Beresford  ; 
Kilmore,  was  eventually,  Jan.  7, 1801,  nomi-  b.  July  19,  1765,  d.  Oct.  16, 1841  ; m.  1794, 
nated  Bishop  of  Clonfert ; he  was  translated  Frances,  dan.  of  Gervais  Parker  Bushe,  Esq., 
to  the  See  of  Kilmore  in  1802.  He  was  the  of  Kilfane. 
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at  this  time  to  recommend,  will  not  do  me  so  much  credit  as 
Young. 

I am  very  sorry  to  hear  that  the  Admiral’s  complaint  in  his 
eyes  is  so  troublesome,  and  truly  feel  for  the  melancholy  situation 
to  which  it  must  reduce  a man  of  his  habits ; but  you  may  be 
assured  that  I will  take  no  notice  of  it  to  him.  Your  account  of 
poor  Lord  Lilford  ^ gives  me  the  most  sincere  concern. 

Yours,  &c., 

COKNW  ALLIS. 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  John  King,  Esq. 


[Private.] 

My  dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  25,  1800. 

. . . I send  you  a curious  Conmlar  Edict,  which  the 

Opposition  have  issued.  Where  these  gentlemen  found  38  county 
members  to  invest  them  with  authority  I know  not.  They  are 
using  their  best  endeavours  to  consolidate  an  Opposition  which, 
at  least,  may  have  sufficient  strength  to  embarrass  the  details ; 
and  a subscription  is  going  forward,  not  only  amongst  the  party 
in  Parliament,  but  in  the  city,  to  form  a stock-purse.  They  have 
already  humbugged  two  of  our  friends,  who  had  vacated  by 
acceptance  of  office,  out  of  their  seats  in  Parliament:  one  for 
Kilbeggan,^  the  other  for  Enniscoilhy.^  The  patrons  of  the 
boroughs,  being  adverse,  availed  themselves  of  some  flaw  in  the 
agreement,  and  are  likely  to  return  two  very  troublesome  law- 
yers in  their  room.  . . . 

I shall  be  anxious  to  hear  from  you  on  the  above  subject,  and 
not  less  on  a wish"^  expressed  in  a former  letter,  which  is  the 
more  pressing  from  the  intelligence  I send  you. 

Ever,  my  dear  Sir,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 


1 Thomas,  1st  Baron  Lilford,  so  created 
Oct.  26,  1797,  b.  May  4,  1743,  d.  Jan.  26, 
1800  ; m.  March  31,  1772,  Mary,  dau.  of 
Galfridus  Mann,  Esq.,  of  Egerton,  whose 
elder  sister  Catherine  had  married  the  Bishop 
of  Lichfield.  Lord  Lilford  was  M.P.  for  the 
county  of  Northampton  from  Nov.  1774  till 
he  became  a Peer. 

2 Sir  Francis  Hopkins,  Bart.,  so  created 
July  25,  1795;  b.  Aug.  20,  1757,  d.  Sept. 
19, 1814  ; m.  1811,  Eleanor,  dau.  of  Skeffing- 
ton  Thompson,  Esq.  M.P.  for  Kilbeggan 
from  1797  to  Jan.  1800.  Having  voted 
against  the  Union,  he  took  the  Escheatorship 
of  Munster,  in  order  to  make  way  for  a 
Li'nionist,  but  Mr.  Lambert,  the  owner  of  the 


borough,  returned  Mr.  Goold,  a barrister,  who 
was  most  violent  against  the  measure. 

® Robert  Cornwall,  M.P.  for  Enniscorthy, 
was  made  a Commissioner  of  Barracks.  He 
had  some  influence  in  the  borough,  which  he 
had  represented  since  1797,  but  Lord  Lis- 
more,  whose  power  was  greatei’,  brought  in 
Mr.  Peter  Burrowes,  also  a barrister,  and  a 
decided  anti-Unionist.  These  two  disappoint- 
ments somewhat  counterbalanced  the  previous 
arrangements  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  who  had, 
in  the  course  of  the  first  week  in  January, 
prevailed  on  four  anti-Unionists  to  vacate 
their  seats,  in  order  that  Unionists  might  be 
returned. 

^ A further  advance  of  money. 
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Sir,  Dublin,  Jan.  20,  1800. 

A number  of  gentlemen  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  of 
whom  38  represent  counties,  have  authorised  us  to  acquaint  you 
that  it  is  their  opinion  that  petitions  to  Parliament,  declaring  the 
real  sense  of  the  freeholders  of  the  kingdom  on  the  subject  of  a 
Legislative  Union,  would  at  this  time  be  highly  expedient : and 
if  such  a proceeding  shall  have  your  approbation,  we  are  to 
request  you  will  use  your  influence  to  have  such  a petition  from 
your  county  without  delay. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

Downshire, 

Charlemont, 

W.  B.  PONSONBY.^ 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  25,  1800. 

I received  the  honour  of  your  Grrace’s  despatch  of  the  9th 
of  December,  transmitting  a set  of  the  proposed  Eesolutions  and 
Articles  of  the  intended  Union,  with  the  latest  corrections  which 
had  been  made  in  them. 

These  papers  have  been  communicated  by  me  to  His  Majesty’s 
confidential  servants,  and  I have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  your 
Grace  that  their  approbation  of  them  is  general  and  cordial. 

As,  however,  objections  to  some  of  the  provisions  in  the  Articles 
have  been  suggested,  I think  it  right  to  state  them  for  the  con- 
sideration of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers. 

In  regard  to  the  Parliamentary  article,  the  opening  left  for  the 
creation  of  new  Peers  for  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  called 
Ireland,  is  considered  as  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  existing 
Peers,  and  different  from  the  precedent  of  Scotland.  It  is  stated 
that  so  soon  as  the  28  Kepresentative  Peers  for  Ireland  shall  be 
elected,  the  consequence  of  tJie  remainder  will  be  almost  at  an 
end ; and  that  it  would  be  entirely  lost,  if  it  were  not  for  the  con- 
sideration that  the  gradual  extinction  of  the  Peerage  would  raise 
the  importance  of  the  remaining  part.  Whereas,  if  new  Peers  are 
to  be  created,  they  would  probably  be  selected  from  characters  of 
high  consideration  at  the  time  when  it  would  be  the  object  of 


This  circular  was  at  the  time  supposed  to  be  the  production  of  Sir  John  Parnell. 
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Government  to  make  Kepresentative  Peers ; and  thus  the  claims 
of  all  the  old  Irish  Peers,  and  particularly  of  those  whose  personal 
pretensions  were  not  of  high  importance,  would  be  annihilated. 
This  objection  weighs  particularly  with  Lord  Enlwarden  and  the 
Archbishop  of  Cashel. 

His  Grace  also  does  not  approve  of  the  rotation  of  Spii'itual 
Peers,  which  he  conceives  rather  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the 
Bench,  and  is  of  opinion  that  the  representation  of  the  Spiritual 
Lords  should  consist  of  the  four  Metropolitans,  who,  from  the 
nature  of  their  office,  and  from  their  triennial  visitation  of  the 
different  dioceses  of  the  kingdom  (which  is  regularly  performed), 
are  necessarily  best  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  Church  of 
this  kingdom. 

The  Archbishop  of  Cashel  also  wishes  that  the  article  for 
incorporating  the  Protestant  churches  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
should  be  made  a fundamental  article,  and  so  expressed  as  in  the 
Articles  of  the  Scotch  Union. 

The  article  respecting  Contribution  has  given  general  satisfac- 
tion, but  it  is  wished  that  the  circumstances  under  which  a common 
system  of  taxation  might  begin,  should  be  more  strictly  limited. 
As  the  resolution  is  worded,  the  Imperial  Parliament,  after  the 
period  of  20  years,  may  declare  that  the  system  of  common  taxa- 
tion should  commence  whenever  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
respective  circumstances  of  the  two  countries  would  admit  it ; and 
it  is  conceived  that  advantage  would  be  taken  in  argument  from  so 
wide  a discretion  being  left  to  the  Imperial  Parliament.  It  is 
suggested  therefore  that  a limitation  should  be  placed  to  so  great  a 
discretion,  and  that  the  period  of  common  taxation  should  not 
commence  till  either  the  separate  debts  of  the  two  kingdoms  shall 
be  bquidated,  or  the  values  of  their  respective  debts  be  to  each 
other  in  the  proportion  of  their  respective  contributions. 

Lord  Castlereagh  has  written  to  Mr.  Pitt  upon  this  subject, 
and  I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  your  Grace  ^ a copy  of  the 
14th  clause  in  the  Contribution  article,  with  the  introduction  of 
those  amendments  wliich  are  here  recommended. 

, I have,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 


‘ The  proposed  alterations  in  the  articles  were  adopted,  it  is  unnecessary  to  insert 
were  numerous,  and  as  only  some  of  them  them. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  27,  1800. 

1 have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Grace  a copy  of  a 
circular  letter,^  bearing  the  signatures  of  Lords  Downshire  and 
Charlemont,  and  Mr.  William  Ponsonby. 

Wliether  this  extraordinary  production  has  had  any  influence 
on  the  minds  of  certain  persons  it  is  difflcult  to  determine ; but 
the  utmost  activity  and  exertions  are  making  to  convene  county 
meetings;  and  in  addition  to  Down,  those  of  Lowth,  Meath, 
Cavan,  and  others,  are,  by  requisitions  to  the  respective  sheriffs,  to 
be  assembled  for  anti-Union  purposes,  and  every  engine  is  at  work 
to  irritate  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  to  carry  the  opposition  to 
the  measure  beyond  constitutional  bounds.  I have  just  been 
informed  that  Lord  Downshire,  in  conjunction  with  Sir  Lawrence 
Parsons  and  Mr.  Bowes  Daly,  have  called  upon  the  sheriff  of  the 
King’s  County  for  a meeting,  which  he  has  refused. 

Mr.  Saurin  is  to  be  brought  into  Parliament  by  Lord  Down- 
shire, and  two  or  three  barristers  of  most  violent  dispositions  are 
in  hke  manner  to  be  elected. 

The  minds  of  the  people  of  Dublin  are  still  inflamed,  and  the 
ferment  that  exists  amongst  all  descriptions  of  persons  in  this  city 
is  exceeding  great. 

In  this  situation  of  affairs,  and  at  this  crisis,  your  Grace  cannot 
be  surprised  at  my  again  expressing  an  anxious  hope  for  the 
speedy  arrival  of  the  reinforcement  of  troops  which  have  been  long 
expected.  I am  far  from  entertaining  any  serious  apprehension 
myself,  or  in  any  degree  wishing  to  create  anxiety  or  uneasiness 
in  the  breasts  of  his  Majesty’s  Ministers ; but  I understand  that 
many  of  our  timid  and  lukewarm  friends  are  very  clamorous  for 
the  force  which  they  have  been  for  some  time  since  led  to  suppose 
would  soon  reach  this  country,  and  in  the  state  of  irritation  of 
Dublin,  I feel  it  my  duty  strongly  to  press  the  necessity  of  their 
being  sent  as  early  as  possible.  j have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


* See  Lord  Casflereagh’s  Letter  of  Jan.  25. 


174 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XXL 


Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  29,  1800. 

. . . It  is  said  that  a very  considerable  sum  ^ lias  been 

subscribed,  as  it  is  professed,  for  tbe  purpose  of  buying  seats  to 
resist  the  Union.  If  I can  believe  a member  of  Parliament  who 
has  now  a seat  vacant,  4000?.  was  offered  him  for  the  return  in 
Mr.  Curran’s  favour.  Two  lawyers  of  very  dubious  principles,  Mr. 
Burrows^  and  Mr.  Goold,^  have  been  returned  for  two  seats  which 
we  had  reason  to  count  upon.  This  reinforcement  to  the  demo- 
cratic party  in  the  Opposition  will  not  operate  unfavourably. 

I have,  &c., 

Castle  RE  AGPi. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 


Dear  Boss,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  31,  1800. 

Beatson  ^ and  Allan  ^ both  mentioned  to  me  Lord  Wellesley’s 
plan  for  placing  the  whole  coast  of  Malabar  under  the  Madras  Go- 
vernment, but  the  latter,  with  whom  I had  most  conversation  on 
the  subject,  did  not  seem  to  expect  that  the  public  would  derive 
much  advantage  from  it.  Amongst  other  objections,  it  would,  I 
think,  make  the  Governor  of  Madras  too  gi’eat  a man  for  his  situa- 
tion at  the  head  of  a subordinate  government.  My  sentiments, 
however,  have  been  so  little  regarded,  and  I have  met  with  so 
much  discouragement  on  every  occasion,  that  I feel  the]  greatest 
disinclination  to  offer  any  opinions  unless  they  should  be  called  for, 
especially  in  opposition  to  a plan  recommended  by  Lord  Wellesley. 
I must,  however,  in  justice  to  Dundas,  say  that  he  is  the  only  man 
in  the  Cabinet  from  whom  I have  received  the  smallest  attention. 


‘ The  Opposition  boasted  that  they  had 
collected  100,000^,  Lord  Castlereagh,  in 
another  letter  to  Mr.  King,  says — “ Lord 
Downshire  is  said  to  have  given  4000?. ; Mr. 
White,  the  loan  contractor,  3000?. ; Lord 
Lismore,  3000?.,  and  others  considerable 
sums.  Possibly  the  payments  may  not  keep 
pace  with  the  signatures.”  It  is  however 
certain  that  large  sums  were  spent  in  direct 
bribery. 

2 Peter  Burrowes,  Esq.,  b.  1750,  d.  1841. 
Judge  of  the  Insolvent  Court  from  1830  till 
his  death.  M.P.  for  Enniscorthy  from  Jan. 
1800  till  the  Union.  Mr.  Burrowes  was 
only  withheld  from  moving  some  very  violent 
resolutions  at  the  Bar  Meeting  by  deference 
for  Mr.  Saurin. 


^ Thomas  Goold,  Esq.,  b.  about  1768,  d. 
July  16,  1846  ; was  made  a Sergeant,  1823, 
and  a Master  in  Chancery  from  1832  till  his 
death.  M.P.  for  Kilbeggan  from  Feb,  1800 
till  the  Union. 

Afterwards  Major-General  Beatson,  for 
some  time  Governor  of  St.  Helena,  b.  1759, 
d.  Oct.  15,  1830  ; m.  1806,  Davidson,  dau. 
of  David  Reid,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Customs 
in  Scotland.  He  wrote  an  account  of  the 
Mysore  campaign  of  1798,  and  a description 
of  St.  Helena. 

* Afterwards  Major  Sir  Alexander  Allan, 
b.  1764,  d.  Sept.  14,  1820,  unm.  A Director 
of  the  East  India  Company  from  1814  to  his 
death.  M.P.  for  Berwick  from  April  to  July, 
1806,  and  from  1812  to  1820. 
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The  clamour  against  the  Union  is  increasing  rapidly,  and  every 
degree  of  violence  is  to  be  expected.  As  none  of  the  English  regi- 
ments have  yet  arrived,  I have  been  under  the  necessity  of  order- 
ing the  Lancashire  volunteers  (Lord  Grey  de  Wilton’s),^  from 
Youghal  to  Dublin ; this  wiU  create  much  alarm  and  abuse,  but  tlie 
apprehensions  of  our  friends  rendered  the  measure  absolutely  neces- 
sary. The  Eoman  Catholics,  for  whom  I have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  the  smallest  token  of  favour,  are  joining  the  standard  of 
Opposition,  to  which  they  have  been  much  impelled  by  the  impru- 
dent speeches  and  the  abuse  cast  upon  them  by  our  friends. 

I have  been  much  more  concerned  than  surprised  at  Lord 

Grenville’s  answer;  from  my  knowledge  of  the  man,  it  was  just 

what  I expected.  Government  has  now  lost  the  firm  ground  on 

which  It  has  stood  since  the  negociations  at  Lisle,  which  has  proved 

so  advantageous  to  them  as  in  fact  to  silence  all  opposition  and 

we  are  now  once  more  placed  in  the  awkward  predicament  of  not 

being  able  to  treat.^  How  Ministers  will  be  able  to  reconcile  their 

present  conduct  with  the  steps  which  they  took  in  ’97,  I cannot 

well  conceive ; Lord  G.  will  not  venture  to  say  that  what  was  done 

m 97  was  against  his  inclination.  t p 

i am,  Ac., 

COENWALLIS. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  John  King,  Esq.  • 


My  dear  Sir, 


[Private.] 


Phcenix  Park,  Jan.  31,  1800. 


...  You  will  naturally  wish  to  be  informed  how  num- 
bers are  likely  to  stand  on  our  next  division ; as  far  as  I can 
calculate,  the  Opposition  may  divide  111 ; they  talk  of  more,  but  it 
IS  not  within  my  knowledge ; if  our  friends  attend  well  we  may 
produce  175.®  After  the  general  principle  is  disposed  of,  we  shall 
be  able  to  judge  of  the  consistency  of  the  party;  if  they  can  keep 
together,  they  may  give  us  trouble. 

We  propose  naming  the  first  discussion  at  the  interval  of  a 
week  from  the  statement ; if  the  feelings  of  the  House  caU  for  more 
time  we  shall  relax,  so  as  to  give  ten  days ; only  six  days  was  given 
on  the  proposition  in  1785  ; ten  days  will  be  ample  for  entertaining 
the  general  principle  wliich  has  been  so  long  before  the  public. 

Every  endeavour  is  made  to  excite  the  country.  I understand 


^ Thomas,  1st  Baron  Grey  de  Wilton,  so 
created  May  15,  1784,  and  made  Earl  of 
Wilton  June  26,  1801  ; b.  May  14,  1749,  d. 
Sept.  23,  1814  ; m.  Sept.  11,  1769,  Eleanor* 
dau.  and  co-heir  of  Sir  Ralph  Asketen.  He 


was  the  head  of  the  Egerton  family. 

^ The  lai-gest  number  which  divided  in- 
cluding tellers,  was  162,  but  four  friinds 
were  locked  out. 
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from  Lord  Londonderry,  who  has  just  returned  from  the  co.  Down, 
that  the  prevalent  idea  amongst  the  people  is,  that  when  the  Par- 
liament is  taken  away  that  Irish  law  will  be  at  an  end,  and  all 
their  leases  broken ; they  are  told,  to  induce  them  to  sign  against 
the  measure,  that  the  reason  so  many  gentlemen  are  for  an  Union 
is,  that  they  may  new-let  their  estates  at  advanced  rents.  . . . 

Castlereagh. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  8,  1800. 

Lord  Castlereagh  has  not  been  quite  well  for  some  days, 
and  he  has  therefore  thought  it  most  prudent  to  defer  the  business, 
which  was  to  have  come  on  this  day,  till  Wednesday  next.  I am 
sorry  to  say  that  Lord  Oxmantown  ^ has  returned  from  the  county  of 
Longford,  where,  by  some  misunderstanding,  or  I rather  think 
unwillingness,  on  his  part,  a county  meeting  was  not  called ; and 
he  tliis  morning  told  me,  that  he  found  the  sense  of  the  people  so 
adverse  to  the  measure  of  Union,  that  Sir  Thomas  Fetherstone,^ 
the  county  member  (who  was  with  us  last  time),  would  be 
under  the  necessity  of  voting  against  it.  This  is  very  unpleasant. 
From  the  report  however  of  Lord  Londonderry,  it  does  not  appear 
that  Lord  Downshire  has  much  reason  to  plume  himself  upon  the 
success  of  his  meeting  in  the  county  of  Down  ; where,  although  he 
was  supported  by  the  rabble,  he  met  with  little  countenance  from 
the  gentlemen  and  respectable  freeholders,  most  of  whom  signed  a 
protest  in  favour  of  the  Union. 

It  will,  I think,  be  necessary  to  remove  Mr.  Kowley,  the  friend 
of  Lord  De  Clifford,  and  Mr.  Keilly,^  one  of  Lord  Downshire’s 
members,  from  the  Board  of  Accounts  ; but  as  that  step  need  not 
be  taken  immediately,  I should  be  glad  to  know  the  sentiments  of 
his  Majesty’s  Ministers  upon  the  subject. 

The  Archbishop  of  Cashel  is  particularly  anxious  that  the 
article  for  the  Incorporation  of  the  English  and  Irish  Church  should 
be  expressed  as  a fundamental  part  of  the  Union ; and  he  like- 

* Laurence,  1st  Viscount  Oxmantown,  b.  1759,  d.  July  19,1819;  m.  1782,  Catherine 
July  26,  1742,  d.  April  20,  1807  ; m.  June  Elizabeth,  d.  of  George  Boleyn  Whitney,  Esq. 
11,  1772,  Jane,  dau.  of  Edward,  ist  Earl  of  M.P.  for  St.  Johnstown  from  1783  to  1796, 
Kingston.  Created  Baron  Oxmantown  Sept.  and  then  for  Longford  county  till  his  death. 
25,  1792,  made  Viscount  Oct.  6,  1795,  and  ® John  Reilly,  Esq.,  of  Scarvagh,  b.  1745, 
Earl  of  Rosse  Feb.  10,  1806.  In  the  latter  d.  Aug.  3,  1804;  m.  1773,  Jane,  dau.  of 
title  he  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew.  Sir  Colonel  Lushington,  of  Sittingbourne.  Com- 
Lawrence  Parsons,  often  mentioned  in  this  missioner  of  Public  Accounts  from  1789  to 
Correspondence.  1800.  M.P.  for  Blessington  from  1783  to 

^ Sir  Thomas  Fetherstone,  2nd  Bart.,  b.  the  Union. 
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wise  most  strongly  pressed  the  insertion  of  the  enclosed  clause,  to 
which  neither  Lord  Castlereagh  or  myself  saw  any  objection  ; and 
wliich  we  could  not  refuse  without  putting  him  much  out  of 
humour,  as  he  had  an  absolute  promise  from  me  of  a seat  in  the 
House  of  Lords  for  life.  j ^ 

Cornwallis. 

Six  p.M. — The  House  has  adjourned  till  Wednesday,  without  a 
word  being  said.  C. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Hear  Ross,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  4,  1800. 

The  business  of  our  House  of  Commons  was  put  off  yester- 
day on  account  of  Lord  Castlereagh’s  indisposition,  but  I believe 
he  will  be  able  to  attend  to-morrow.  The  indefatigable  exertions, 
aided  by  the  subscriptions,  of  the  .anti-Unionists,  have  raised  a 
powerful  clamour  against  the  measure  in  many  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, and  have  put  the  Capital  quite  in  an  uproar,  and  I am  sorry 
to  say,  some  of  our  unwilling  supporters  ^ in  Parliament  have  taken 
advantage  of  these  appearances  to  declme  giving  any  further 
support.  God  only  knows  how  the  business  will  terminate,  but  it 
is  so  hard  to  struggle  against  private  interests,  and  the  pride  and 
prejudices  of  a nation,  that  I shall  never  feel  confident  of  success 
until  the  Union  is  actually  carried. 

In  the  mean  time,  I must  confess  that  my  spirits  are  faMy  worn 
down,  and  the  force  which  I am  obliged  to  put  on  them  in  public, 
renders  me  more  miserable  when  I retire. 

The  D.  of  Y.  has,  tlirough  Brownrigg,  asked  my  opinion  on  the 
formation  of  a corps  of  rifiemen  of  600  or  800  men  in  this  country, 
to  be  taken  either  from  the  Line  or  the  Fencibles.  Tlnwilliug  to 
weaken  the  regiments  of  the  Line,  I have  proposed  that  15  or  20 
men  should  be  enlisted  for  general  service  from  each  regiment  of 
Fencibles,  and  have  submitted  my  opinion,  with  the  utmost  defer- 
ence, that  only  a tenth  part  of  the  corps  should  be  armed  with 
rifles,  and  that  the  others  should  be  trained  as  light  infantry,  and 
brigaded  for  the  present  with  the  light  companies  of  the  Irish 
militia.  I quoted  the  instance  of  Colonel  Wormb  in  America,  who 
sohcited  that  the  rifles  should  be  taken  from  a great  proportion  of 
his  Yaghers,  and  tliat  they  should  receive  firelocks  instead. 

^ The  unwilling  supporters  of  Government  thought  the  Union  would  not  be  carried, 
were  many.  Some  deserted  for  bribes,  some  Subsequent  letters  give  details  of  a few  of 
for  fear  of  constituencies,  others  because  they  these  secessions. 

VOL.  III. 
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We  are  getting  men  fast  from  tlie  Irish  militia,  and  almost  all 
for  general  service.  But  nnluckily  they  sent  over  parties  from 
regiments  for  restricted  service,  in  post-chaises  two  months  ago,  at 
a most  enormous  expense,  and  those  of  the  regiments  for  general 
service  named  by  the  Duke  of  York  have  not  yet  arrived. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 

Not  one  regiment  has  yet  arrived  from  England,  and  our  whole 
mditia  dm*ing  this  period  of  volunteering  is  in  a state  of  perfect 
confusion.  This  situation  I foresaw,  and  warned  them  against  it  in 
England  two  months  ago. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


[Private.] 

My  DEAK  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  4,  1800. 

. . . I enclose  to  y-our  Grace  a copy  of  a letter  of  a very 

extraordinary  nature,  which  has  been  transmitted  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  from  Captain  Boyd  ^ of  the  Downshhe  regiment  of  mihtia. 
I also  send  a copy  of  an  anonymous  communication  upon  the  same 
subject,  stating  that  Lord  Downshire  had  sent  a petition  to  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  soldiers,  to  be  signed  by 
them  against  the  Union.  I have  in  consequence  of  these  reports 
directed  Major-General  Sir  Charles  Koss^  to  proceed  to  Carlow, 
and  to  investigate  this  singular  transaction  in  the  most  ample 
manner.  Should  it  appear  upon  due  enquiry,  that  Lord  Downshire 
has  actually  solicited  any  part  of  the  Downshire  militia  to  signify 
their  disapprobation  of  a legislative  Union  with  Great  Britain,  I 
shall,  without  hesitation,  supersede  him  in  his  command  of  that 
corps.  . . . 

Several  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  have  represented 
to  me  the  ferment  wliich  now  agitates  the  pubhc  mind,  and  their 
personal  apprehensions.  Your  Grace  may  be  assured  of  my  exer- 
tions to  prevent  outrage  or  commotion ; but  in  the  present  temper 
of  affairs,  I am  not  prepared  to  say  that  dangerous  tumults  will  not 
arise  in  the  progress  of  the  discussion  of  the  measure,  and  it  is 


' Captain,  afterwards  Major,  David  Hamil- 
ton Boyd,  b.  Sept.  12,  i758,  d.  Jan.  7, 
1825  ; m.  Catherine,  dau.  of  — Jenkins,  Esq. 

2 Major-General,  afterwards  General,  Sir 
Charles  Ross,  6th  Baronet,  Colonel  37th 
Regt.,  son  of  Sir  John  Lockhart,  a distin- 
guished naval  officer,  who  took  the  name  of 
Ross  on  succeeding  to  the  estates  of  his  ma- 
ternal uncle,  Genej-al  the  Hon.  Charles  Ross  ; 


d.  Feb.  8,  1814;  m.  1st,  1788,  Matilda,  dau. 
of  General  Count  Lockhart,  of  the  Austrian 
service;  2nd,  April  15,  1799,  Mary,  dau.  of 
William  Robert,  2nd  Duke  of  Leinster.  M.P. 
lor  the  Wick  Boroughs  from  April,  1786,  to 
May,  1796,  for  the  County  of  Ross  till  July, 

1806,  and  for  the  Selkirk  Boroughs  to  May, 

1807. 
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with  real  concern  that  I express  my  fears  that  some  defections  may 
take  place  among  those  from  whom  we  had  a right  to  expect 
support.  I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Lord  Downshire  had  transmitted  to  Carlow,  where  his  regiment 
of  militia  was  quartered,  the  draft  of  a petition  against  the  Union  ; 
and  the  writers  of  the  letters  referred  to — Captain  Boyd  of  the 
Down  Militia,  and  ‘‘Jeffry  Foresight ” — asserted  that  officers  and 
privates,  whether  freeholders  or  not,  .even  those  who  were  under 
age,  were  indiscriminately  called  upon  to  sign  it.  The  soldiers,  as 
might  be  expected,  were  in  many  cases  ignorant  of  the  contents  of 
the  paper  presented  to  them  for  signature.  Some  imagined  it  was 
a petition  in  favour  of  the  Union,  and  others  that  it  was  a request 
that  the  Unim  should  not  he  carried  out  of  the  country.  Sir  Charles 
Boss  closely  investigated  the  allegations  contained  in  these  letters, 
and  reported  them  to  be  perfectly  correct ; and  Major  Matthews, 
who  commanded  in  Lord  Downshhe’s  absence,  admitted  their  truth, 
in  conversation,  though  he  refused  to  answer  in  writing  the  ques- 
tions officially  put  to  him  by  Sir  Charles  Boss. 

Lord  Cornwallis  immediately  transmitted  this  report  to  Eng- 
land, to  be  laid  before  the  King,  although  Lord  Downshu’e,  aware 
of  the  impropriety  of  his  conduct,  earnestly  requested  it  should  be 
withheld,  assuring  Lord  Cornwallis  that  he  had  never  appealed  to 
his  regiment,  as  soldiers,  on  the  subject  of  the  Union.  The  Lord- 
Lieutenant,  however,  feeling  that  the  discipline  of  the  army  and 
his  own  influence  in  Ireland  were  alike  at  stake,  urged  that 
Lord  Downsliire  should  not  only  be  dismissed  from  the  command 
of  the  regiment,  but  that  he  should  be  also  removed  from  the  Privy 
Council. 

The  King  was  highly  indignant  at  Lord  Downshire’s  conduct, 
and  by  his  command  the  Duke  of  Portland,  on  Feb.  12,  directed 
that  Lord  Downshire  should  be  informed  that  His  Majesty  had  no 
further  occasion  for  his  services  as  Colonel  of  the  Down  Militia,  or 
as  Governor  of  the  county  of  Down,  and  moreover  that  his  name 
should  be  struck  out  of  the  Privy  Council.  The  Duke  of  Portland 
also  conveyed  His  Majesty’s  orders  that  Major  Matthews  should  be 
dismissed  from  the  regiment. 

In  England  an  impression  prevailed  that  Lord  Downshire 
should  have  been  tried  by  a court-martial,  or  that  a Parliamentary 
inquiry  should  take  place.  Lord  Castlereagh,  in  a despatch  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  pointed  out  the  difficulties  which  attended  tlie 
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latter  course,  as  many  friends  of  Government  would  object  to  a 
vote  of  censure,  however  blameable  they  might  consider  the  con- 
duct of  Lord  Downshire,  and  the  delay  which  an  inquiry  would 
necessarily  occasion  would  be  highly  objectionable  in  a case  where 
an  immediate  decision  was  necessary. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  in  a despatch  of  Feb.  7,  assigns  his  reasons 
for  thinking  a court-martial  unadvisable,  and  the  English  Cabinet 
ultimately  gave  their  entire  approbation  to  the  decision  of  the  Irish 
Government. 

There  was  much  correspondence  on  tliis  subject.  A few  only 
of  the  letters  that  passed  are  inserted. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  5,  1800,  6 o’clock,  P.M. 

It  is  with  much  concern  that  I have  to  report  to  your  Grace 
the  desertion  of  Colonel  Bagwell,^  the  member  for  the  county  of 
Tipperary,  and  of  his  two  sons.®  In  an  interview  which  I have 
just  held  with  him,  he  endeavoured  to  excuse  his  desertion,  by 
stating  that  the  principal  part  of  the  respectable  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Tipperary  have  signed  resolutions  against  the  Union, 
many  of  whom  had  before  instructed  him  to  support  that  measure. 
I tried  in  vain  to  dissuade  liim  from  his  dishonourable  purpose,  and 
I am  apprehensive  that  his  example  will  have  a bad  effect. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


The  violent  language  used  by  the  anti-Unionists  had  again 
excited  the  passions  of  the  mob,  who,  as  the  members  were  return- 
ing home  after  the  debate  of  the  5th,  attacked  those  who  were 
obnoxious,  and  endeavoured  to  throw  the  carriages  of  some  into 
the  river.  The  infliction  of  any  very  serious  injury  was  however 
prevented  by  the  energy  of  Major  Sirr,  who  personally  seized  one 
of  the  ringleaders,  named  Brocas,  a custom-house  officer  and  a 
member  of  the  yeomanry  corps. 

Brocas  being  brought  the  next  night  before  the  House  of  Com- 


* Colonel  John  Bagwell,  b.  about  1754,  d. 
March  4,  1806  ; m.  1774,  Mary,  dau.  of 
Richard  Hare,  Esq.,  and  sister  of  William, 
1st  Earl  of  Listowel.  By  her  he  had  four 
sons,  William,  Richard,  Benjamin,  and  John. 
Colonel  Bagwell  was  M.P.  for  Tipperary 
county  from  1790  till  his  death. 


^ Mr.,  afterwards  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Bagwell,  b.  1776,  d.  unm.  Nov.  4,  1826. 
Muster-Master-General  from  1807  till  his 
death.  M.P.  for  Rathcormack  from  1797 
till  the  Union,  then  for  Clonmell  to  1819,  and 
Tipperary  county  to  1826. 
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mons,  on  the  complaint  of  the  Prime  Serjeant,  was  committed  to 
Newgate  for  a breach  of  privilege!  and  released  on  the  19th  of 
February. 

In  consequence  of  this  disturbance,  detachments  of  cavalry 
were  ordered  to  patrol  the  streets,  and  thus  any  repetition  of  such 
acts  of  violence  was  effectually  prevented. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  6,  1800,  ^ past  1,  P.M. 

The  House  of  Commons  has  just  adjornmed  upon  the  ques- 
tion for  taking  His  Majesty’s  message  into  consideration  for  a 
legislative  Union  with  Great  Britain,  after  a debate  from  four  o’clock 
yesterday  afternoon,  to  one  o’clock  this  day.  On  a division  there 
appeared  for  the  question  158,  against  it  115;  a majority  conse- 
quently of  43  were  in  favour  of  the  Union. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  division  above  alluded  to  was  the  largest  ever  known  in 
the  Irish  House  of  Commons. 

The  whole  number  of  members  was  300.  Including  the  Speaker 
and  the  tellers,  278  were  present  on  this  occasion,  and,  including 
vacant  seats  and  pau-s,  only  22  were  absent. 

The  largest  division  ever  known  in  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
took  place  on  the  4th  of  June,  1841,  when  Sir  Kobert  Peel  moved  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  Lord  Melbourne’s  Administration : — 


Ayes,  including  Tellers 314 

Noes 313 

Speaker  1 

628 

Paired 22 


650 

Eight  members  only  were  absent,  and  they,  it  was  understood, 
stayed  away  intentionally,  neither  wishing  to  negative  the  proposi- 
tion, nor  to  support  the  Government.  These  were  ]Mr.  Basset, 
Helston ; Mr.  Fielden  and  General  Johnson,  Oldham;  Colonel 
Fitzgibbon  (now  Earl  of  Clare),  Limerick  county ; Mr.  Harland, 
Durham ; Sir  G.  Heathcote,  Eutland ; Mr.  Heathcote  (now  Lord 
Aveland),  Lincolnshire ; and  Sir  E.  Howard,  Wicklow  county. 
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Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Duice  of  Portland. 


[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Friday,  Feb.  7,  1800. 

The  lateness  of  yesterday’s  sitting,  and  the  degree  to  which 
I was  myself  fatigued  by  the  debate,  disabled  me  from  i;\Titing  to 
yonr  Grace  before  the  departure  of  the  express.  The  result  your 
Grace  is  apprized  of,  and  I am  sorry  that  the  division  on  our  part 
was  so  short  of  what  we  had  every  reason  to  expect.  Tlie  enclosed 
statement  will  explain  the  particulars  of  our  reduction  and  of  the 
increased  strength  of  our  opponents. 

Colonel  Bagwell’s  desertion  was  altogether  unexpected ; he 
liad  engaged  in  the  strongest  manner  to  give  the  measure  his 
unqualified  support,  and  the  objects  he  solicited  were  promised.^ 
His  change  of  conduct  is  attributed  partly  to  fear  and  partly  to 
expectations  given  him  by  the  leaders  of  Opposition  in  the  event 
of  their  influence  being  established.  Sir  E.  Butler, ^ Mahon,^  and 
Fetherstone  were  taken  off  by  county  cabals  during  the  recess,  and 
AVhaley^  absolutely  bought  by  the  Opposition  stock-purse.  He 
received,  I understand,  2000/.  down,  and  is  to  receive  as  much 
more  after  the  service  is  performed. 

We  have  undoubted  proofs,  though  not  such  as  we  can  disclose, 
that  they  are  enabled  to  offer  as  high  as  5000/.  for  an  individual 
vote,  and  I lament  to  state  that  there  are  individuals  remaining 
amongst  us  that  are  likely  to  yield  to  this  temptation.  A not  less 
formidable  principle  we  have  to  contend  against  is  the  effect  pro- 
duced by  their  system  of  intimidation  on  the  minds  of  our  timid 
and  lukewarm  friends.  The  Opposition  have  shown  their  deter- 
mination to  rouse  the  disaffection  of  the  country,  and  to  himt  the 


' What  these  promises  were  cannot  now 
be  traced,  but  they  were  of  course  cancelled 
by  Colonel  Bagwell’s  vote. 

2 Sir  Richard  Butler,  7th  Bart.,  b.  July 
14,  1761,  d.  Jan.  16,  1817;  m.  Aug.  23, 
1782,  Sarah  Maria,  dau.  of  Thomas  Worth 
Newnham,  Esq.,  of  Coolmere.  M.P.  for  the 
county  of  Carlow  from  1783  to  1790,  and 
from  1795  to  1802. 

^ Lieut.-Coloiiel  Thomas  Mahon,  afterwards, 
Jan.  4,  1819,  2nd  Lord  Hartland,  Colonel  in 
the  army,  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  9th  Light 
Dragoons;  b.  Aug.  2,  1766,  d.  Dec.  8, 1835  ; 
m.  Oct.  16,  1811,  Catherine,  dau.  of  James 
Topping,  Esq.,  of  Whatcroft  Hall.  M.P.  for 
the  county  of  Roscommon  from  Jan.  1800  to 
June,  1802. 

‘‘  Thomas  Whaley,  of  Chapel  Whaley 
(brother  to  the  Countess  of  Clare),  b.  1766, 
d.  Nov,  2,  1800;  m.  June,  1800,  Mary 


Catherine,  dau.  of  Nicholas,  1st  Baron  Clon- 
curry.  He  was  elected  for  Newcastle  1785, 
before  he  was  of  age,  which  was  not  unusual 
in  Ireland,  and  sat  for  it  to  1790,  and  for 
Enniscorthy  from  1797  to  June,  1800.  He 
acquired  the  sobriquet  of  “ Jerusalem  Wha- 
ley,” in  consequence  of  a bet,  said  to  have 
been  of  20,000L,  that  he  would  walk  (ex- 
cept where  a sea  passage  was  unavoidable)  to 
Jerusalem  and  back  within  twelve  months. 
He  started  Sept.  22, 1788,  and  returned  June 
1,  1789.  The  lawless  behaviour  of  the  yeo- 
manry corps  which  he  commanded  obtained 
for  him  another  and  less  agreeable  appellation, 
“ Burn-Chapel  Whaley.”  His  residence^  in 
Stephen’s  Green  was  in  1855  converted  into  a 
nunnery.  Sir  J.  Barrington  states  that4000L 
was  paid  to  Mr.  Whaley  by  Mr.  Gould,  M.P. 
for  Kilbeggan. 
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people  at  the  Government,  and  have  not  confined  their  efforts  to 
the  people  alone  ; both  Yeomanry  and  Militia  are  held  forth  to 
shake  the  constancy  of  our  friends.  Your  Grace  is  fully  apprized 
of  the  case  of  the  Downshire  Eegiment. 

I trust  the  firmness  the  Lord-Lieutenant  has  shown  will  dissolve 
this  dangerous  combination,  and  keep  a party  sufficiently  strong 
together  to  accomplish  the  great  object  in  view.  Nothing  but 
energy  can  prevent  the  Government  from  being  trampled  upon. 

The  tone  of  the  debate  was  much  what  we  were  accustomed  to 
last  year,  and  the  Speaker’s  manner,  though  far  from  indecorous, 
certainly  marked  with  renewed  hopes.  j have,  &c., 

Castleeeagh. 

Changed  sides,  Tnahing  a difference  of  14  in  the  relative  numbers. 

Colonel  Bagwell  (County  Member).  Colonel  Mahon  (County  Member). 

— Bagwell.  Sir  T.  Fetberstone  „ 

— Bagwell,  — Whaley. 

Sir  R.  Butler  (County  Member). 

Bid  not  vote  the  first  night. 

— Edgworth.*  Colonel  King. 

Hon.  G.  Knox.  Colonel  King. 

Sir  B.  St.  George.’-* 

New  Members. 

Burrowes.  Fortescue.^  Osborne.^  Saurin. 

Balfour.  Goold.  Eeily.  Shaw. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry. 
Dear  James,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  8,  1800. 

Our  situation  is  critical ; twelve  of  our  supporters  deserted 
to  the  enemy  on  the  last  division,  one  was  bought  during  the 


* Richard  Lovell  Edgworth,  best  known 
as  the  father  of  Maria  Edgworth,  b.  1744, 
d.  June  13,  1817.  He  had  successively 
five  if  not  six  wives,  including  two  sisters. 
He  had  voted  against  the  Union  Jan.  22, 
1799,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  he 
thought  the  measure  most  advisable.  On 
the  night  above  alluded  to  he  made  a most 
extraordinary  speech,  beginning  with  the 
strongest  arguments  in  favour  of  the  Union, 
and  ending  in  a violent  philippic  against  the 
measure  and  the  Government.  M.P.  for 
Johnstown  from  1797  to  the  Union. 

^ Sir  Richard  Bligh  St.  George,  2nd 
Bart.,  b.  June  5,  1765,  d,  Jan.  1852;  m. 
1st,  Feb.  10,  1799,  Harriet,  dau.  of  Mr. 


Justice  Kelly;  2nd,  April,  1807,  Bridget, 
dau.  of  Theophilus  Blakeney,  Esq.,  of  Abbert. 
M.P.  for  Charleville  from  1783  to  April, 
1789,  and  then  for  Athlone  till  the  Union. 

^ Chichester  Fortescue,  of  Dromiskin,  b. 
Aug.  12,  1777,  d.  Nov.  25,  1826  ; m.  Aug. 
1809,  Martha  Angel,  dau.  of  Samuel  Hob- 
son, Esq.,  of  Waterford.  M.P.  for  County 
Louth  from  1795  to  1806.  The  Barony  of 
Clermont  was  revived  in  the  person  of  his 
eldest  son,  Feb.  11,  1852. 

Mr.  afterwards  Sir  Henry  Osborne,  10th 
Baronet,  d.  Oct.  27,  1837;  m.  1780,  dau. 
of  Daniel  Toler,  Esq.,  M.P.  for  Tipperary. 
M.P.  for  Enniskillen  from  Feb.  1800  to  the 
Union. 
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debate  (Jerusalem  Whaley,  the  Chancellor’s  brother-in-law).  The 
enemy,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  offer  five  thousand  pounds  ready 
money  for  a vote.  If  we  had  the  means,  and  were  disposed  to 
make  such  vile  use  of  them,  we  dare  not  trust  the  credit  of  Govern- 
ment in  the  hands  of  such  rascals.  I have  suspended  Lord  Down- 
shire  from  the  command  of  his  regiment  until  H.  M.’s  pleasure 
shall  be  known,  for  sending  the  Anti-Union  petition  of  his  friends 
in  the  county  of  Down  to  be  signed  by  the  officers  and  soldiers. 
He  came  to  me  to  remonstrate,  but  I told  him  my  mind  in  strong 
language  and  he  went  away  as  meek  as  a lamb. 

How  it  will  end  God  only  knows  ! I think  there  are  not  more 
than  four  or  five  of  our  people  that  can  be  either  bought  off  or 
intimidated,  but  there  is  no  answering  for  the  courage  or  integrity 
of  our  Senators.  . . . Yours,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  11,  1800. 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  yesterday  a 
debate  upon  the  first  Eesolution,  preliminary  to  the  Articles  of 
Union,  took  place  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  about  half-an-hour 
after  tliree  this  morning,  the  principle  in  favour  of  Union  was 
carried  by  a majority  of  49.  The  numbers  were  as  follows : — 

In  the  House  53  for  ; Proxies  22  ...  75 

In  the  House  19  against ; Proxies  7 . . 26 


I am  to  state  to  your  Grace  that  the  Chancellor  exerted  his  great 
abilities  in  a speech  of  four  hours,  which  produced  the  greatest 
surprise  and  effect  on  the  Lords  and  on  the  audience,  which  was 
uncommonly  numerous. 

His  Lordship  was  supported  by  Lord  Glentworth,  Lord  Kil- 
warden,  Lord  Carleton,  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel,  Lord  Donough- 
more.  Lord  Carysfort,^  Lord  Longford,^  and  Lord  Glandore. 

The  opposers  in  debate  were  Lord  Charlemont,  the  Marquis 


* John  Joshua,  2nd  Baron  and  1st  Earl  of 
Carysfort,  K.P.,  b.  Aug.  12,  1751,  d.  April 
7,  1828  ; m.  1st,  March  18,  1774,  Elizabeth, 
dau.  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  William  Osborne, 
Bart.  ; 2nd,  April  12,  1787,  Elizabeth,  dau. 
of  the  Right  Hon.  George  Grenville.  Master 
of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland  from  1789  to  1801, 
when  he  received  a compensation  of  13G7/. 
per  annum  for  the  loss  of  his  office.  M.P. 


for  East  Looe  from  Jan.  to  Nov.  1790,  and 
for  Stamford  till  he  was  created  Baron  Carys- 
fort in  England,  Jan.  21,  1801. 

2 Thomas,  3rd  Baron  and  2nd  Earl  of 
Longford,  K.P.,  b.  May  14,  1774,  d.  May 
24,  1835  ; m.  Jan.  23,  1817,  Georgiana 
Emma  Charlotte,  dau.  of  William,  1st  Earl 
of  Beauchamp. 
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of  Downshire,  Lord  Dillon,^  Lord  Famham,  Lord  Powerscourt,  and 
Lord  Sunderlin.* 

In  the  course  of  his  speech  the  Chancellor  was  particularly 
pointed  against  the  undue  means  which  were  used  by  Opposition 
to  influence  the  country,  and  to  intimidate  and  even  to  bribe 
Members  of  Parliament,  and  particularly  alluded  to  the  printed 
letter  of  Lord  Charlemont,  Lord  Downshire,  and  Mr.  Ponsonby, 
and  using  the  public  ridicule  he  accuses  this  Consular  Government 
of  having  a Consular  Exchequer,  and  he  -called  on  them  to  deny 
the  fact,  and  if  they  could  not  deny  it,  to  say  to  what  honest  or 
honourable  use  such  an  Exchequer  could  be  applied. 

Lord  Charlemont  simply  denied  his  having  bribed  any  man. 
Lord  DoTOshme  expressed  liis  detestation  of  such  means,  and  dis- 
owned his  connexion  with  those  who  were  engaged  in  them,  if 
such  things  could  be.  His  Lordship  spoke,  I understand,  seem- 
ingly under  a great  depression,  and  complained  that  his  conduct 
had  been  misunderstood  and  misrepresented,  and  he  avowed  his 
attachment  to  liis  Sovereign  and  to  his  Administration  in  Great 
Britain,  talked  of  liis  having  injured  his  constitution  and  spent  his 
fortune  in  the  service  of  Government,  and  expressed  the  hardship 
he  felt  that  on  account  of  his  differing  with  Government  on  the 
measure  of  Union  at  this  time,  he  should  be  considered  as  un- 
friendly to  the  Government  of  the  coimtry,  and  as  a factious  man.,, 
Upon  the  subject  of  Union  he  stated  that  he  had  been  a zealous 
friend  to  that  measure  before  the  year  1782  ; he  oivned  he  had  not 
been  possessed  of  sufficient  political  foresight  to  conceive  that  such 
advantages  would  have  followed  from  the  settlement  of  1782  as 
had  taken  place.  He  thought  that  the  Irish  Parliament  had  been 
the  great  instrument  of  putting  down  the  rebellion,  and  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  degxaded  for  such  services.  He  thought  the  time 
unfit  for  the  discussion,  and  that  as  Ireland  had  taken  advantage  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  last  w^ar,  it  appeared  that  England  was  retaliat- 
ing. His  Lordship  condemned  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  Parliament  at 
the  time  of  the  Begency.  He  thought  that  would  have  been  a right 
time  for  Ministers  to  have  introduced  the  question  of  Union,  and 
he  added  that  if  a period  of  tranquillity  and  peace  were  to  arrive, 

1 Charles,  12th  Viscount  Dillon,  K.P.,  b.  ^ Richard,  1st  and  only  Lord  Sunderlin,  so 
Kov.  6,  1745,  d.  Nov.  9,  1813;  m.  Aug.  created  July  5,  1785,  said  to  have  been  de- 
19,  177G,  Henrietta  Maria,  dau.  of  Constan-  scended  from  the  O’Connors,  Kings  of  Con- 
tine,  1st  Lord  Mulgrav-e.  He  was  the  first  naught;  b.  about  1746,  d.  April  14,  1816; 
of  his  family  who  was  not  a Roman  Catholic.  m.  1778,  Philippa,  dau.  of  Godolphin  Rooper, 
Many  of  his  relatives  served  in  foreign  armies,  Esq.,  of  Great  Berkhampstead.  M.P.  for 
especially  in  France,  where  his  brother  Arthur,  Granard  from  1768  to  1776,  and  for  Banagher 
well  known  as  Le  Beau  Dillon,  was  guillo-  from  1783  till  he  was  made  a Peer, 
tined  April  13,  1794. 
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and  that  if  tlie  subject  of  Union  were  then  to  be  brought  forward 
and  submitted  to  the  impartial  consideration  of  the  nation,  he 
would  give  it  his  best  assistance. 

Lord  Kilwarden’s  speech  was  particularly  calculated  to  have  an 
effect  on  the  citizens  whose  representative  his  Lordsliip  had  been,  and 
will,  1 hope,  be  attended  with  the  good  consequences  he  intended. 

I have  every  reason  to  be  fully  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
liis  Majesty’s  sujDporters  in  this  debate,  and  of  the  good  effects  it 
may  produce.  I have,  &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  LoED,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  11,  1800. 

. . . The  debate  and  division  last  night  in  the  Lords 

was  everything  we  could  wish  it.  The  Chancellor  spoke  for  four 
hours  with  his  usual  ability,  and  made  Lord  Charlemont  prove 
pretty  distinctly  by  his  defence  to  the  charge,  that  a Consular  Ex- 
chequer did  exist  for  the  corruption  of  Parliament.  Lord  Carleton 
also  spoke,  as  did  Lord  Kilwarden,  both  with  great  effect  and 
decision.  Further  proceedings  are  postponed  in  that  House  for  a 
fortnight. 

I cannot  at  present  report  to  your  Grace  with  any  precision 
what  further  desertions  we  shall  experience — two  or  three  who 
were  very  precarious,  I trust  are  secured.  The  firmness  with  which 
Lord  Cornwallis  has  conducted  himself,  and  the  steps  taken  both 
within  and  without  the  House  to  repress  mob-interference,  have 
given  our  friends  better  confidence. 

The  corporation  and  merchants  have  addressed  both  Mr. 
Latouche  and  Sir  W.  G.  Newcomen;^  I have  reason  to  believe 
that  they  will  receive  the  answers  we  could  wish.  . . . 

I have,  &c., 

Castleeeagh. 

IVIarquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  LoED,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  12,  1800. 

Lord  Castlereagh  yesterday  moved  in  the  Committee  of 
Supply  the  Army  Estimates  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  particulars 

* Sir  William  Gleadowe,  Bart.,  an  eminent  took  the  name  of  Newcomen.  M.P.  for  the 
Dublin  banker;  d.  Aug.  21,  1807;  m.  Oct.  county  of  Longford  from  1790  to  1802.  She 
1772,  Charlotte,  dau.  and  sole  heir  of  Charles  was  created  Baroness  Newcomen,  July  30, 
Newcomen,  Esq.,  of  Carrickglass,  when  he  1800,  and  made  Viscountess  Dec.  4,  1802. 
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of  which  I shall  transmit  to  your  Grace  in  my  next  despatch.  No 
observation  was  made  upon  them,  and  they  will  be  reported  on 
Thursday. 

As  the  House  was  going  to  rise,  Mr.  Ponsonby  complained  that 
the  Union  papers  had  not  been  delivered,  and  begged  that  the 
debate  on  the  principle  of  that  measure  might  be  postponed  for  a 
few  days.  This  delay  in  the  delivery  of  the  papers  has  taken  place 
through  the  management  of  the  Speaker,  for  the  accounts  were 
printed  at  the  time  Lord  Castlereagh  delivered  his  speech  on 
opening  the  subject.  It  appearing  to  the  House  that  none  of  the 
papers  had  been  deKvered  till  that  morning  to  any  Member,  Lord 
Castlereagh  thought  it  reasonable  to  consent  to  alter  the  day  of 
debating  the  general  principle  to  Friday. 

Mr.  Maxwell  was  discontented  and  proposed  Monday ; an  alter- 
cation took  place  for  some  time,  and  the  members  of  Opposition 
having  a large  dinner  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  sent  for  their 
friends  to  come  to  the  House.  The  supporters  of  Government  had 
gone  home  to  dinner.  Upon  a division  at  seven  o’clock  whether 
the  debate  should  take  place  on  Friday,  the  numbers  were  equal — 
47  on  each  side — wLen  the  Speaker  stated  that  as  the  question  was 
not  upon  the  principle  of  the  measure,  and  as  the  House  had  de- 
cided against  taking  it  into  consideration  on  Monday,  he  should 
vote  for  its  being  considered  on  Friday.  I hope  this  division  will 
make  our  friends  more  cautious  of  leaving  the  House. 

This  day  a debate  is  expected  upon  a complaint  of  Sir  Laurence 
Parsons  that  a meeting  of  the  freeholders  in  the  King’s  County 
had  been  interrupted  by  military  force. 

This  complaint  is  utterly  unfounded,  and  I hope  will  give  our 
friends  an  opportunity  to  expose  the  means  which  are  used  of 
inflaming  tlie  people.  p have  tlie  bononr,  &c., 

COKNW  ALLIS. 

The  Dui^e  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Most  Private  and  Confidential.]  Received  Feb.  12. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  Feb.  9,  1800. 

I have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  to-day  by  express  your 
Excellency’s  despatches  of  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  instant,  containing, 
together  with  the  result  of  the  debate  on  your  message  to  the 
House  of  Commons  respecting  the  Union,  some  intimations  with 
regard  to  desertions  that  have  already  happened,  and  which  may 
be  expected,  and  which  make  me  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  lose 
no  time  in  assuring  your  Excellency  that  although  the  comparative 
numbers  in  the  division  on  Thursday  do  not  exactly  correspond 
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'svitli  the  expectations  which  we  had  entertained  of  them,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  appearance  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy  wliich 
seems  to  warrant  an  apprehension  of  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
measure,  or  wliich  on  motives  of  policy  or  expediency  can  call  upon 
his  Majesty’s  Government  to  lay  it  aside  for  the  present.  But  on 
the  contrary  justice  to  individuals,  as  well  as  to  the  interest  of  the 
empire,  requires  that  no  means  should  be  omitted,  no  exertion 
neglected,  that  can  ensure  this  measure,  and  there  is  no  assistance 
of  any  kind  which  the  Government  of  this  country  can  afford  your 
Excellency  that  you  may  not  depend  upon,  as  it  is  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  those  concerned  in  the  administration  of  it,  that  it  is 
essentially  necessary  to  the  security  as  well  as  to  the  prosperity  of 
both  kingdoms. 

I forbear  entering  into  a repetition  of  the  assurances  wliich 
your  Excellency  has  been  repeatedly  and  uniformly  authorized  to 
give  to  those  who  might  be  disposed  to  support  the  Union,  or  of  the 
language  which  it  has  been  recommended  to  you  to  hold  upon  the 
subject.  I am  persuaded  that  your  Excellency  will  persist  and 
persevere  in  it,  and  that  nothing  is  omitted  on  your  part  to 
encourage  those  who  are  well  affected,  to  confirm  the  wavering,  to 
convert  those  who  have  been  misled,  and  to  interest  all  in  the 
completion  of  an  event  which  involves  the  happiness  of  them  and 
their  posterity,  and  the  glory  and  stability  of  their  country.  With 
respect  to  Lord  Downshire,  should  his  conduct  be  such  as  it  has 
been  represented  by  Captain  Boyd,  I dare  say  your  Excellency 
would  be  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  as  improper  to  leave  him  in 
the  government  of  the  county  of  Down  and  in  the  Privy  Council 
as  in  the  command  of  the  regiment  of  which  he  is  Colonel.  . . . 

Such  an  opportunity  of  showing  the  spirit  and  decision  of  Govern- 
ment could  not  but  have  a most  beneficial  effect  on  the  further 
progress  of  the  discussions  on  the  Union,  and  on  the  temper  and 
feelings  of  the  kingdom  in  general.  With  respect  to  those 
gentlemen  whom  your  Excellency  has  intimated  that  it  may  be 
necessary  to  move  from  the  Board  of  Accounts,  I will  only  observe 
that  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  with  whose  sentiments  on  the  subject 
you  have  expressed  a wish  to  be  acquainted,  have  that  rehance  on 
your  judgment,  firmness,  and  discretion,  that  they  are  persuaded 
that  whatever  line  of  conduct  your  Excellency  may  adopt  as  to  the 
time  or  manner  of  dismissing  those  gentlemen,  or  the  continuance 
of  them  in  their  present  situations,  will  be  the  best  calculated  for 
forwarding  the  great  measure  of  the  Union,  and  maintaining  the 
dignity  and  character  of  His  Majesty’s  Government. 

I have,  &c., 

Portland. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

DeAK  EoSS,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  13,  1800. 

I have  received  your  letter  dated  the  6th,  and  although  I 
agree  with  you  in  thinking  that  I ought  to  represent  the  unkind 
and  mortifying  manner  in  which  I have  been  treated,  yet,  as  it 
proceeds  principally  from  the  Minister  with  whom  I immediately 
correspond,  who  is  not  perfectly  under  the  control  of  those  to 
whom  I have  attached  myself,  and  proceeds  perhaps  rather  more 
from  awkwardness  of  expression  than  design  on  his  part,  I do  not 
feel  at  present  disposed  to  take  any  steps  in  the  business.  I re- 
member ^ hearing  Mr.  Pitt  say  that  he  had  written  a private  letter 
to  Lord  Camden,  when  the  latter  was  in  my  situation,  to  soften 
a very  severe  one  which  had  been  sent  by  the  Duke  of  Portland. 
You  will  hear  a great  deal  of  my  conduct  towards  Lord  Downshire. 
Whether  the  measure  may  appear  strong  in  England,  I cannot 
say,  but  it  is  perfectly  suited  to  the  genius  of  Ireland.  The  turn 
which  it  has  given  to  the  public  mind  is  astonishing,  and  all  our 
friends  say  that  by  this  act  of  vigour  I have  saved  the  country  and 
carried  the  Union.  The  debate  on  that  measure  which  was  to 
have  come  on  yesterday,  has  been  unavoidably  postponed  till  to- 
morrow, when  I think  our  majority  of  43  is  more  likely  to  increase 
than  to  be  diminished.  Only  one  regiment  (46th)  and  four 
detachments  of  three  companies  each,  of  different  regiments,  have 
arrived  during  this  week  of  strong  easterly  wind,  and  we  are  con- 
sequently much  reduced  in  efficient  force,  at  a very  critical  period ; 
but  I have  taken  care  to  have  a strong  garrison  in  Dublin,  the 
head-quarters  of  sedition,  by  bringing  up  the  Lancashire  Volun- 

I am^  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  case  of  Tandy  came  before  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench 
Eeb.  7,  the  Attorney-General  arguing  that  he  was  only  bound  to 
identify  his  person  in  order  to  his  instant  conviction.  The  pri- 
soner was  brought  to  the  bar  on  the  12th,  and  pleaded  that 
having  been  arrested  at  Hamburgh  before  the  expiration  of  the 
time  allowed  him  to  surrender,  he  had  been  prevented  availing 
himself  of  that  privilege.  The  trial  took  place  a few  days  later, 
and  a verdict,  of  which  Lord  Kilwarden  expressed  his  approba- 
tion, was  given  in  favour  of  Tandy.  He  was  therefore  sent  to 
Lifford  to  be  tried  for  high  treason.  A similar  course  was  neces- 
sarily adopted  in  regard  to  the  other  prisoners. 

* See  Mr.  Pitt’s  memorandum  on  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  Despatch  of  Nov.  4,  1798. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  13,  1800. 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  yesterday  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  a charge  was  brought  forward  and  in- 
vestigated against  Mr.  Darby, ^ the  High  Sheriff  of  the  King’s 
County,  and  Major  Kogers,^  of  the  British  Artillery,  who  com- 
manded in  Birr,  for  having  attempted  to  prevent  a meeting  of 
the  freeholders  in  that  town,  on  Sunday  the  2nd  instant,  assembled 
to  petition  Parliament,  and  for  having  intimidated  and  threatened 
to  disperse  the  meeting  by  military  force. 

The  charge  was  brought  forward  by  Sir  Lawrence  Parsons, 
member  for  the  county,  and  Opposition  hoped  to  prove  not  only 
the  charge,  but  that  the  attempt  to  prevent  and  intimidate  the 
meeting  was  by  the  orders  of  Government,  and  they  intended  to 
make  use  of  the  circumstance  as  a topic  to  inflame  the  pubhc 
mind,  and  to  produce  effect  upon  the  House  on  the  next  debate 
with  regard  to  Union. 

An  examination  took  place  which  lasted  till  twelve  o’clock, 
when  it  appeared  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  House  that 
there  was  no  attempt  whatever  to  prevent  the  meeting,  but  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  High  Sheriff,  though  he  conceived  such  a 
meeting  on  a Sunday  illegal,  allowed  it,  lest  any  advantage 
should  be  taken  from  liis  interference  to  inflame  the  people ; and 
that  the  measures  taken  by  Major  Bogers  Avere  by  the  express 
directions  of  the  Sheriff,  who  had  desired  him  to  hold  himself  in 
readiness  in  case  a tumult  should  happen.  It  further  appeared 
that  Major  Kogers  had  received  express  orders  from  me  not  to 
interfere  with  the  civil  power,  but  to  allow  the  meeting  to 
assemble  without  interruption. 

When  the  examination  closed.  Sir  Lawrence  submitted  that 
the  facts  being  ascertained  the  persons  charged  might  withdraw. 
It  appeared  however  to  the  friends  of  Government,  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  the  High  Sheriff 
and  Major  Bogers,  and  to  vote  an  express  approbation  of  their 
conduct,  and  Sir  John  Blaquiere  moved  a strong  resolution 
accordingly.  ^ 

Much  debate  and  altercation  ensued,  it  being  the  object  of 
Opposition  to  support  Sir  Lawrence,  who  had  placed  himself  in  the 
awkward  predicament  of  having  brought  forward  a groundless  and 
unsupported  accusation.  As  to  the  conduct  of  the  persons  accused 

1 Verney  Darby,  of  Anna  Villa,  Collector  for  Gowran,  May,  1800,  to  the  Union, 
of  Cavan,  b.  1754,  d.  Dec.  16,  1818;  ni.  ^ Major  Henry  Rogers,  R.A.  Left  the  ser- 
Anna  Maria,  dau.  of  — Macquay,  Esq.  M.P.  vice  in  1804. 
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the  House  was  unanimous,  and  they  only  differed  as  to  the  degree 
of  approbation  which  should  be  given.  At  length  Mr.  Plunkett 
moved  an  amendment  to  insert  in  the  vote  of  approbation,  ‘‘  that 
the  conduct  of  the  High  Sheriff  and  Major  Kogers  was  not  cal- 
culated to  prevent  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  petition.”  This 
amendment  appearing  -to  give  additional  strength  to  the  original 
resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  resolution,  expressive  of  the  fullest 
approbation  of  the  High  Sheriff  and  Major  Kogers,  passed  without 
a division,  and  with  very  few  dissentient  voices. 

There  was  much  heat  in  the  debate,  and  Opposition  com- 
plained of  the  severity  which  was  used  against  them  by  the  friends 
of  Government : our  supporters,  being  exasperated  at  the  attempt 
which  had  been  made  to  fix  a stigma  on  Administration,  had 
assumed  a high  tone  which  I hope  may  have  good  effect  hereafter. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Received  Feb.  15.] 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  Feb.  12,  1800. 

. . . Pressed  as  I am  in  time,  and  confident  besides  of 

your  Excellency’s  firmness  and  determination  to  persist  in  carrying 
through  the  great  measure  of  Union,  I must,  notwithstanding,  not 
omit  to  repeat  my  assurances  to  your  Excellency  of  the  fuUest 
support  of  His  Majesty’s  Government,  and  to  authorize  and  instruct 
you  to  declare  that  no  disappointment  (which,  however,  the  good- 
ness of  the  cause  and  your  exertions  wiU  not  suffer  me  to  appre- 
hend) will  ever  induce  His  Majesty  or  his  servants  to  recede  from 
or  to  suspend  their  endeavours,  but  that  it  is  His  Majesty’s  fixed 
and  unalterable  determination  to  direct,  session  after  session,  the 
proposition  of  Union  to  be  renewed  to  Parliament,  until  it  is 
adopted  by  the  good  sense  of  the  nation,  which  His  Majesty  is 
persuaded  cannot  by  any  acts  be  long  misled  to  oppose  the  only 
certain  means  to  secure  its  tranquillity,  and  establish  its  prosperity 
and  glory  upon  a permanent  basis.  j R^ve,  &c , 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  15,  1800. 

I have  received  your  Grace’s  letter  of  the  12th  instant, 
conveying  to  me  the  King’s  commands,  to  signify  to  Lord  Down- 
shire  that  His  Majesty  has  no  further  occasion  for  his  services  as 
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Colonel  of  the  Koyal  Downshire  regiment  of  militia,  or  as  Go- 
vernor of  the  county  of  Down,  and  directing  me  to  strike  his 
Lordship’s  name  out  of  the  list  of  Privy  Council,^  for  which  purpose 
His  Majesty’s  letter  was  enclosed. 

Also  conveying  to  me  His  Majesty’s  opinion  that  Major 
Mathews^  should  be  removed  from  his  commission  in  the  Down- 
shire regiment. 

In  consequence  of  those  His  Majesty’s  commands  thus  signified 
by  your  Grace,  Lord  Castlereagh  immediately  signified  His  Ma- 
jesty’s pleasure  by  my  directions  to  Lord  Downshire.  And  I beg 
leave  to  express  the  satisfaction  I feel  that  His  Majesty  so  fully 
approved  and  confirmed  the  decision  I had  made,  and  that  I am 
fully  supported  by  your  Grace  and  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  in  a 
measure,  which  I conceived  to  have  been  decisive  as  to  the  success 
of  my  administration  and  of  the  great  measure  which  has  been 
confided  to  my  management. 

I am  happy  to  add  that  the  conduct  I pursued  with  regard  to 
Lord  Downshire  has  been  attended  with  the  best  consequences, 
and  has  received  the  general  approbation  of  the  friends  of  Adminis- 
tration, to  whom  it  has  given  fresh  spirit  and  confidence. 

I shall  signify  forthwith  His  Majesty’s  pleasure  to  Major 
Mathews. 

I feel  my  resolution  confirmed  by  the  additional  assurances 
your  Grace  has  given  me  of  the  continued  and  persevering  support 
I may  expect  from  His  Majesty’s  Ministers.  It  is  a sentiment  I do 
not  fail  to  impress  upon  the  friends  of  Administration,,  and  I think 
it  is  extensively  and  beneficially  felt. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  DEAK  LoED,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  15,  1800. 

. . . The  circumstance  which  was  made  a plea  for  delay, 

namely,  the  printed  articles  not  having  been  delivered  out  to  the 
members,  was  owing  I find  to  a piece  of  managem  ent  of  the  Speaker’s ; 
they  were  all  previously  printed  by  my  directions,  and  sent  to  the  vote 
office  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  circulation.  The  Speaker  ordered 
a new  edition  to  be  printed,  forbidding  the  officers  of  the  House  to 
circulate  those  that  had  been  prepared — an  expedient  which  could 

^ Lord  Downshire’s  name  was  struck  out  April  19,  1839;  m.  Miss  Ecklin,  sister  of 
of  the  list  of  the  Privy  Council  Feb.  18.  Charles  Ecklin,  Esq.,  of  Ecklinville. 

^ George  Matthews,  b.  Oct.  24,  1756,  d. 
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liave  been  resorted  to  for  no  other  purpose  than  furnishing  his 
friends  with  an  argument  for  delay. 

I am  happy  to  inform  your  Grace  that  the  misunderstanding  ^ 
which  has  for  some  time  separated  Lord  Enniskillen  and  his  family 
from  Government,  is  altogether  nt  an  end,  and  I believe  (on  the 
question  of  Union  excepted)  that  Lord  Cornwallis  has  not  a 
warmer  political  friend  at  this  moment  than  his  Lordship.  His 
conduct  on  the  militia  business,  and  the  strong  and  marked  disap- 
probation which  he  has  shown  of  the  late  proceedings  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, made  Lord  Cornwallis  particularly  desirous  of  removing  the 
impression  which  Lord  Enniskillen  had  received.  His  Excellency 
found  this  the  less  difficult  to  accomplish,  as  the  cause  of  complaint 
was  not  that  the  Lord-Lieutenant  had  passed  a censure  on  his 
conduct  and  that  of  the  court-martial,  for  this  he  admitted  he  was 
perfectly  authorised  to  do ; but  that  the  censure  had  been  pub- 
lished, not  through  the  usual  military  channel  of  General  Orders, 
but  by  his  Excellency’s  directions  in  the  public  prints,  which  Lord 
E.  conceived  to  be  an  unusual  disrespect. 

I have,  &c., 

Castlekeagh. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duive  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  15,  1800. 

When  the  House  met  yesterday,  the  Chancellor  of  tlie 
Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a committee 
on  the  Lord-Lieutenant’s  Message  and  Resolutions  of  the  British 
Parliament. 

Objection  was  taken  to  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair,  and 
many  of  the  members  of  Opposition  who  had  not  yet  delivered 
their  sentiments  spoke  against  the  principle  of  Union.  The  friends 
of  Government  reserved  themselves  for  the  committee.  About 
12  o’clock  Mr.  Balfour  stated  he  had  not  received  the  papers  which 
were  necessary  for  the  investigation  of  the  subject,  upon  which  Mr. 
Ponsonby  moved  the  question  of  adjournment. 

The  House  divided  at  this  unexpected  hour,  for  the  adjourn- 
ment 98,  against  123.  Mr.  George  Ponsonby  then  rose  to  state 
that  several  members  were  in  the  same  situation  with  Mr.  Balfour, 
and  resisted  going  into  the  committee,  and  a debate  ensued  on  the 
principle  of  delay ; Government  attributed  this  attempt  to  mere 
mauagement,  and  a mere  wish  to  procrastinate.  At  length,  about 
2 o’clock  the  House  divided  on  a question  to  adjourn  the  debate 

‘ The  inisuiilerstanding’  arose  out  of  VYhollaghan’s  trial,  already  mentioned. 

VOL.  III.  O 
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till  Monday.  The  House  was  now  nearly  full,  and  upon  a division 
there  appeared  for  the  adjournment  110,  against  it  157.  The 
object  of  Lord  Castlereagh  being  now  attained,  which  was  to  prove 
that  our  majority  was  increasing  instead  of  diminishing,  and  that 
no  impression  whatever  had  been  made  upon  the  members  since 
the  last  debate,  his  Lordship  grew  less  anxious  to  press  what 
appeared  objectionable  to  many  respectable  members  whom  he 
wished  to  conciliate ; and  his  Lordship  after  some  further  debate 
proposed  to  the  House,  that  if  it  should  be  agreed  fairly,  that  on 
Monday  no  resistance  should  be  made  to  the  Speaker’s  leaving  the 
chair,  and  no  attempt  be  further  made  to  defer  the  division  on  the 
main  question,  he  would  consent  to  adjournment.  This  candour 
produced  its  effect,  and  I have  now  the  satisfaction  to  hope  that 
tlie  principle  of  the  measure  of  Union  will  be  carried  on  Monday 
by  a majority  equal  to  that  which  appeared  last  night. 

I have  the  pleasure  to  add,  that  all  idea  of  resisting  the  question 
by  force  seems  to  be  given  up  in  the  House.  There  have  been 
many  declarations  that  if  the  question  shall  be  carried,  it  shall  be 
supported  in  the  country.  It  appears  also  that  all  the  late  attempts 
to  seduce  or  intimidate  our  friends  have  failed.  The  city  of  Dublin 
went  so  far  as  to  address  Mr.  Latouche,  Sir  William  Newcomen, 
and  Mr.  Neville,^  to  oppose  the  measure  of  Union,  but  their 
answers  have  been  firm  and  decisive.  I do  not  hear  of  any  dispo- 
sition to  real  discontent  and  resistance  in  the  country. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  18,  1800. 

I have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  your  Grace,  that  the 
preliminary  resolution  to  the  articles  of  Union  was  this  day  carried 
in  the  Commons  at  11  o’clock,  after  a debate  of  eighteen  hours. 
The  question  was  upon  a motion  of  the  Speaker,  that  the  chairman 
should  leave  the  chair,  which  was  negatived  by  161  to  115.  Ma- 
jority 46.  When  the  main  question  was  put,  the  Speaker  said  he 
would  not  trouble  the  House  to  divide  again. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  opened  the  debate  with  an 
able  argument,  in  which  he  chiefly  confined  himself  to  the  principle 
of  the  measure.  In  enumerating  the  causes  which  led  to  the 

* Mr.  Neville  was  partner  in  the  bank  of  Finlay  and  Co.,  in  Dublin.  He  voted  against  the 
Union  in  1799,  but  for  it  in  1800. 
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necessity  of  an  Union,  he  adverted  to  tlio  inflammatory  conduct  of 
men  of  education  and  property,  and  particularly  to  the  speeches 
and  writings  of  members  of  Paidiament ; particularly  lie  alluded  to 
Mr.  Grattan,  and  quoted  many  passages  from  his  address  to  the 
citizens  of  Dublin,  which  he  conceived  had  contributed  to  the  late 
rebellion. 

Mr.  Grattan  having  been  attacked  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  a former  night,  uttered  a prepared  personal  invective 
against  him. 

Mr.  Corry  replied  with  much  ability  and  great  spirit,  entering 
fully  into  the  whole  of  Mr.  Grattan’s  conduct,  and  accusing  him  of 
living  in  familiarity  with  rebels,  and  being  a conniver  at  their  plans 
to  overthrow  the  country.  Mr.  Grattan  replied  in  a strain  of  still 
more  bitter  and  more  personal  invective,  using  Parliamentary 
trick  to  convey  against  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  epithets 
the  most  opprobrious  and  foul,  and  such  as  it  was  not  possible  for  a 
gentleman  to  submit  to.  This  altercation  made  such  impression  in 
the  House,  that  the  debate  went  on  for  several  hours  without 
attention.  About  11  o’clock.  Sir  John  Parnell  rose  and  went  into 
the  detail  of  the  measure,  on  which  he  commented  with  severity, 
but  was  ably  answered  by  Lord  Castlereagh.  He  was  followed  by 
the  Speaker,  who  in  a speech  of  two  hours  of  much  ingenuity, 
violence,  and  address,  endeavoured  to  prove  the  whole  system  as 
destitute  of  advantage  to  Ireland  in  finance,  and  ruinous  to  her  in 
commerce,  and  particularly  in  the  article  of  cottons.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh answered  the  Speaker,  and  I am  informed  with  much  ability 
and  effect : the  debate  then  proceeded  on  the  general  principle, 
without  much  entering  into  details.  The  chief  objections  have 
been  made  against  the  representative  plan  as  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  peerage,  and  the  compensation  for  boroughs,  which  is  naturally 
a subject  for  clamour. 

I shall  state  particulars  on  these  subjects  as  early  as  I can  be 
enabled. 

The  committee  sit  again  on  Friday,  and  there  does  not  seem  a 
design  in  tlie  House  to  delay.  Mr.  John  Claudius  Beresford  pressed 
for  dispatch,  and  the  idea  did  not  seem  objected  to. 

As  soon  as  the  altercation  between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  Mr.  Grattan  ended,  he  sent  General  Cradock^  with  a 
message  to  him. 


^ Major-General  Cradock,  Quarter-Master 
General  in  Ireland,  afterwards  a General, 
Colonel  43rd  Kegt.,  and  G.C.B. ; created  Lord 
Howden  in  Ireland  Oct.  19,  1819,  and  in 
England  Sept,  7,  1831  ; b.  Aug.  12,  17G2, 


d.  July,  1839;  m.  Nov.  17,  1798,  Theo- 
dosia, Axu.  of  John,  1st  Earl  of  Clanwilliam. 
M.P,  for  Castlebar  from  1790  to  1797,  for 
Middleton  in  1799,  and  for  Thomastown  in 
1800,  Governor  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
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They  went  out  during  the  sitting  of  the  committee.  Tlie  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  wounded  on  the  first  fire  in  the  arm : 
by  du’ection  of  the  seconds  they  fired  again,  after  having  ^wesented 
and  kept  back  their  fire  twice,  and  the  affair  was  then  properly 
terminated. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  Mr.  Corry’s  Avoimd  may  confine  him.  as 
the  ball  entered  his  arm  a little  above  the  wrist,  and  was  taken  out 
at  the  elbow.  Upon  the  whole  I must  congratulate  your  Grace 
upon  the  important  decision  of  the  day,  wliich  T trust  is  a prelude 
to  the  final  success  of  the  great  measure  in  which  I am  engaged. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  18,  1800. 

After  a debate  of  twenty  hours  we  carried  the  first  pro- 
position in  the  committee — “ That  a Legislative  Union  of  the  two 
kingdoms  was  desirable,”  by  a majority  of  46.  There  was  no  ap- 
pearance of  defection  amongst  our  supporters,  so  that  I trust  the 
measure  will  be  carried. 

Cony  very  unwisely  made  another  attack  on  Grattan,  who  had 
rather  the  advantage  afterwards  in  his  replies,  with  respect  to  abuse, 
and  then  Avounded  him  (Corry)  in  the  arm,  in  a meeting  in  the 
Phoenix  Park.  This  is  unlucky,  and  tends  rather  to  raise  Grattan, 
who  Avas  as  low  before  as  his  enemies  could  Avish.  I Avrite  in  great 

Most  truly  yours, 

CORNWWLLIS. 


Marquis  Cornavallis  to  the  Duite  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  20,  1800. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  well  enough  yester- 
day to  appear  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  to  move  the  ordinary 


from  1811  to  1814.  It  is  said  that  the 
Speaker  endeavoured  to  prevent  this  duel, 
but  the  parties  with  their  seconds  (Mr. 
Metge,  M.P.  for  Tallagh,  and  General  Cra- 
dock),  left  the  House  at  daybreak,  for  a field 
near  Ball's  Bridge.  Mr.  Corry  was  wounded 
in  the  arm  at  the  fn  st  fire,  and  it  was  settled 
to  exchange  shots  again,  when,  to  quote  the 
words  of  Mr.  Plowdcn,  “ Mr.  Grattan  kept 
his  man  accurately  covered,  and  reserved  his 
shot  to  make  it  more  secure.”  The  seconds, 
however,  interfered,  and  both  parties  fired 


at  the  same  time,  without  effect.  It  had 
been  previously  decided  that  if  either  of  the 
combatants  were  killed  or  disabled,  his  oppo- 
nent should  be  considered  as  having  paired 
with  him.  An  immense  mob  had  assembled, 
and  so  great  was  the  frenzy  of  the  people 
that,  had  Mr,  Grattan  fallen,  Mr.  Corrv 
would  probably  not  have  left  the  ground 
alive.  The  Sheiiflf,  who  was  present,  would 
not  interfere  officially,  but  endeavoured  to 
effect  an  amicable  ai-rangement. 
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resolutions  of  supply,  which  were  passed  without  observation.  Sir 
Lawrence  Parsons  rose  to  make  an  explanation  with  regard  to  a 
rumour  which  had  been  circulated  of  liis  having  given  to  me  a 
written  opinion  in  favom’  of  an  Union,  wliich  he  declared  to  be 
unfounded. 

Lord  Castlereagh  replied  to  him,  and  stated  that  he  conceived 
‘‘  that  the  opinion  alluded  to  had  really  been  given ; that  soon  after 
my  arrival  in  Ireland  he  had  made  an  offer  to  state  his  sentiments 
on  paper ; that  a few  days  afterwards  I received  from  him,  as  I 
supposed,  a memoir  ^ on  Ihe  subject  of  the  system  best  calculated 
for  this  country,  which,  being  hurried  at  the  time,  I had  locked  up ; 
that  upon  looking  over  my  papers  I had  found  this  memoir,  which 
strongly  recommended  a Union  upon  fair  and  equitable  principles, 
that  the  memom  was  not  signed  by  Sir  Lawrence  nor  in  his  hand- 
writing, but  the  writer  described  himself  as  commanding  the  King’s 
County  regiment,  and  alluded  to  points  of  discipline  on  which  Sir 
Lawrence  had  conversed  with  me.”  Sir  Lawrence  endeavoured  to 
explain  away  this  statement,  but  did  not  actually  and  peremptorily 
deny  his  having  sent  me  the  memoir.  j have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Received  Feb.  21.] 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  Feb.  17,  1800. 

. . . Lord  Downshire’s  faU  was  his  own  act,  and  it  was 

necessary  to  make  the  example  ; your  Excellency  will  lament  that 
necessity  as  sincerely  as  those  who  are  most  intimately  connected 
with  him ; but  at  the  same  time  you  will  be  entitled  to  the  comfort 
of  thinking  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  on  your  part  to  prevent 
it,  and  that  notwithstanding  your  lenity  and  forbearance,  the 
dignity  of  Government  has  been  duly  sustained,  and  its  character 
preserved  in  a manner  that  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  its  best 
and  truest  friends.  ...  j have,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  22,  1800. 

The  Archbishop  of  Cashel  and  Doctor  Duigenan  have  repre- 
sented to  me  that  they  do  not  consider  the  article  for  incorporating 

1 This  memoir  must  have  been  destroyed  papers  relating  to  the  Union,  as  it  cannot  bo 
with  the  great  mass  of  Lord  Cornwallis’s  found. 
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the  two  Churches  of  England  and  Ireland,  an  adequate  security  for 
the  Church  of  Ireland. 

They  state  that  by  the  articles  of  the  Scotch  Union  a specific 
treaty  is  entered  into  between  Scotland  and  England  to  preserve 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  that  the  article  proposed  in  the  pre- 
sent treaty  does  not  make  a specific  engagement  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  to  preserve  the  Church  of  Ireland  in  a similar 
manner  as  was  done  at  the  time  of  the  Scotch  Union. 

To  remedy  what  they  deem  a defect  they  propose  that  an  Act 
of  Parliament  shall  be  passed  on  the  subject,  to  be  hereafter  incor- 
porated with  the  Act  of  Union,  and  I have  the  honour  of  enclosing 
to  your  Grace  the  draft  of  an  act  wliich  lias  been  laid  before  me  by 
Doctor  Duigenan. 

I at  the  same  time  suggest  to  your  Grace  whether  their  object 
may  not  be  better  accomplished  by  adding  to  the  5th  Article  as  it 
now  stands,  the  following  words : — 

“ And  that  the  continuance  for  ever  of  the  said  United  Church 
as  the  established  Church  of  the  said  United  Kingdom  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  a fundamental  Article  of  the  Union.” 

I suggest  these  points  to  yom’  Grace  from  a wish  to  consult  as 
much  as  possible  the  particular  feelings  of  supporters  of  the  mea- 
sure, and  I am  to  express  my  hopes  that  you  will  convey  to  me  the 
sentiments  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I have,  &c., 

Conmv  ALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  22,  1800. 

The  Opposition  suffered  us  to  carry  tlmee  resolutions  last 
night  without  a division,  which  is  a proof  that  they  do  not  think 
their  numbers  are  increasing,  and,  on  the  whole,  om’  prospects 
rather  imjirove.  I have  by  a little  management  got  over  the  cool- 
ness which  subsisted  between  the  Castle  and  the  Cole  family,  and 
Lord  Enniskillen  and  myself  have  shaken  hands  and  dined  together ; 
and  I have  likewise  cultivated  some  of  the  most  loyal  and  respect- 
able Anti -Unionists  with  success.  This  will  not  operate  on  their 
votes  wliilst  the  measure  is  pending,  but  I trust  that  we  shall  have 
votes  enough  to  carry  it  without  them.  It  will,  however,  greatly 
facilitate  its  execution  after  it  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  decision 
of  Parliament,  and  will,  in  some  degree,  have  the  effect  of  the 
question’s  having  been  carried  by  a greater  majority. 

Tlie  continental  prospects  apiiear  to  me  to  be  very  bad,  not- 
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withstanding  all  that  the  Ministers  say  about  them,  and  I do  not 
see  how  the  Eussians  and  British  ^ are  to  be  employed  to  advantage. 

By  your  last  accounts  I trust  there  are  hopes  of  poor  Digby  ; I 
feel  much  for  the  anxiety  which  Mrs.  Koss  must  suher ; remember 
me  kindly  to  her.  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  25,  1800,  10  a.m. 

I have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  last  night 
the  7th  Article  of  Union,  which  relates  to  Contributions,  passed  in 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  When  the  Speaker  left 
the  chair,  the  House  happening  to  be  thin  on  account  of  members 
being  absent  at  dinner,  the  Opposition  took  advantage  and  divided 
against  leaving  the  chair,  47  to  56.  I trust  this  little  manoeuvre 
may  induce  our  supporters  to  be  more  attentive,  as  it  proves  no 
advantage  will  be  missed  by  the  adverse  party. 

Lord  Castlereagh  opened  the  debate,  and  entered  into  a full 
examination  and  refutation  of  the  Speaker’s  argument  on  the 
former  night,  wherein  he  had  endeavoured  to  show  that  if  the 
Union  had  taken  place  before  the  war,  this  kingdom  would  have 
been  more  in  debt  by  ten  millions.  His  Lordship  showed  the 
fallacy  of  tliis  statement  with  great  force  and  perspicuity,  and  esta- 
blished to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  the  positions  he  had 
laid  down  in  liis  original  speech.  The  Speaker  defended  for  some 
time  his  statement,  but  was  at  length  obliged  to  sliift  his  ground. 

He  was  followed  by  Sir  John  Parnell,  who  was  answered  in  a 
speech  of  detail  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with  much 
ability. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  moved  an  amendment  to  the  first  section 
of  the  Article  to  make  the  interest  of  the  debts  of  the  two  king- 
doms reciprocally  payable  at  the  Bank  of  England  or  Ireland,  but 
after  some  conversation  his  motion  was' withdrawn. 

Mr.  George  Ponsonby  and  ]\Ir.  O’Hara^  spoke  against  the  prin- 
ciple and  provisions  of  the  Article,  which  was  well  supported  by 
Mr.  Johnson.  The  rest  of  the  debate  went  upon  general  topics, 
and  was  not  material.  About  12  o’clock  Col.  Barry  moved  that 
the  Chairman  should  leave  the  chair,  when  the  Committee  divided, 
Ayes  108,  Noes  150.  The  Committee  then  proceeded. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  moved  that  Ireland  should  contribute  in 

^ The  Russians,  when  Holland  Avas  aban-  Under-Secretaiy.  A Lord  of  the  Irisli  Trca- 
doned,  wore  sent  to  Jersey.  sury  from  1806  to  1807.  M.P.  for  Armai^h 

Charles  O’Hara,  b.  about  1745,  d.  Sept.  borough  from  Dec.  1769  to  1776,  Dungan- 
31,  1822  ; m.  a relation  of  John  King,  E.sq.,  non  to  1783,  Sligo  county  till  liis  death. 
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the  proportion  of  two-twentieths,  wlien  Mr.  Plunkett  entered  into  a 
detail  of  the  reasons  which  led  him  and  his  friends  to  object  to 
amending  the  resolutions  and  to  confine  their  opposition  to  the 
principle ; that  their  object  was  to  defeat  the  measure,  to  decline 
any  responsibility,  to  avoid  giving  it  any  sanction,  to  leave  it 
encumbered  with  all  its  imperfections  that  the  public  might  be 
convinced  of  its  ruinous  tendency  and  join  in  reprobating  it ; and 
he  made  a strong  appeal  to  Lord  Castlereagh  not  to  press  the 
measure  against  the  sense  of  the  people. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Beresford  said  it  was  his  object  to  defeat  the  measure 
if  possible,  but  if  he  could  not  do  that,  he  wished  to  make  it  as 
favourable  as  possible.  His  amendment  was  then  put  and  nega- 
tived, and  the  whole  resolution  was  then  passed  without  a division. 

liOT'd  Castlereagh  then  gave  notice  he  should  proceed  upon 
Wednesday  on  the  Commercial  Article.  The  state  of  the  division 
will  show  to  your  Grace  that  there  is  little  alteration  in  the  state 
of  the  House.  Some  of  our  friends  were  indisposed,  and  two  or 
three  out  of  town  ; it  was  the  same  case  with  Opposition.  There 
has  not  been  hitherto  any  real  variation  in  numbers  on  either  side. 
Before  the  debate  Lord  Corry  sent  a proposal  to  Lord  Castlereagh, 
that  if  his  Lordship  would  postpone  any  proceedings  till  next  ses- 
sion, the  Opposition  would  give  Government  the  fullest  support, 
and  that  if  the  country  should  at  that  period  appear  to  be  in  favour 
of  an  Union  they  would  give  it  a fair  assistance.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh received  the  offer  with  the  utmost  civility  and  of  course 
declined  it  as  inadmissible. 

The  three  first  Articles  were  yesterday  debated  and  passed  in 
Committee  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Lord  Farnham,  Lord  Bella- 
mont,  and  Lord  Blayney,^  spoke  against  the  principle.  It  was  not 
thought  necessary  by  the  Chancellor,  after  what  had  passed  on  a 
former  night,  to  enter  into  general  debate,  and  the  Committee 
divided  at  an  early  hour ; 48  for,  Noes  20. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  John  King,  Esq. 

[Private  and  Secret.] 

My  dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  27,  1800. 

. . . I see  no  prospect  of  converts  ; the  Opposition  are 

steady  to  each  other.  I hope  we  shall  be  able  to  keep  our 

' Andrew  Thomas,  11th  Lord  Blayney,  Mabella,  dau.  of  James,  1st  Earl  of  Caledon. 
Lieut.-Oeneral  in  the  army,  b.  Nov.  80,  M.P.  for  Old  Sariim,  Dec.  1806,  to  April, 
1770,  d.  Apr.  8,  1834;  m.  July.  5,  1796,  1807. 
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friends  true.  A few  votes  iniglit  liave  a very  injurious  effect.  We 
require  your  assistmice,  and  you  must  be  prepared  to  enable  us  to 
fulfil  tlie  expectations  wliicli  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  creating  at 
the  moment  of  difficulty.  You  may  be  sure  we  have  rather  erred 
on  the  side  of  moderation.  . . . 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Castlekeagh. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Koss. 

BeAE  Ross,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  28,  1800. 

I told  you  that  I had  written  a kind  letter  to  Duncan,^  but 
I believe  you  are  well  aware  of  the  impropriety  as  well  as  the 
inutility  of  my  interference  on  the  subject  of  Lord  Mornington’s 
plan^  for  annexing  the  Malabar  country  to  the  Government  of 
Madras  unless  Mr.  Dundas  chose  to  write  to  me  on  the  subject ; 
and  even  in  that  event  it  would  be  a delicate  thing  to  combat  the 
sentiments  and  wishes  of  the  man  who  is  in  fact  solely  responsible 
for  the  conduct  of  all  affairs  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe.  You 
know  that  Mr.  Dundas’s  character  is  not  entirely  exempt  from 
jealousy,  especially  on  the  subject  of  India,  and  God  knows  I have 
enough  to  do  without  engaging  in  a controversy  which  I am  not 
sufficiently  prepared  to  support,  and  running  the  hazard  of  placing 
myself  in  an  awkward  situation  with  Dundas,  to  whom  I feel  myself 
under  considerable  obligations,  and  who  has  throughout  behaved 
in  a more  fair  and  friendly  manner  to  me  than  any  other  member 
of  the  Cabinet. 

As  Duncan  has  not  addressed  directly  to  myself  his  washes  that 
I should  take  a part,  I shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  if,  when  you 
write  to  him,  you  will  state  the  difficulty  of  my  coming  forward  in 
the  business. 

The  Opposition  here  still  remains  united,  and  seems  determined 
to  employ  every  means  to  protract  the  business,  whilst  we  feel  the 
greatest  difficulty  to  call  forth  any  exertion,  or  even  to  procure  a 
tolerable  attendance  from  our  languid  friends.  The  Speaker  plays 
all  the  game  for  them,  and  counts  the  House  exactly  at  four,  before 
which  time  all  the  opponents  take  care  to  withdraw,  and  will  not 
suffer  any  man  to  stir  to  call  in  such  careless  members  as  may  be 
in  the  lobby  or  porch.  Every  mode  of  retardment  is  afterwards 
adopted,  and  on  the  commercial  clauses  a great  number  of  the 

1 Jonathan  Duncan,  Governor  of  Bombay,  Malabar  district  was  annexed  to  the  Govern- 
whose  name  has  been  repeatedly  mentioned  ment  of  Madras  soon  after  the  close  of  the 
in  preceding  letters.  Mysore  war. 

^ These  plans  were  carried  out,  and  the 
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most  violent  anti'-Union  manufacturers  are  to  be  called,  whose 
examination  will  take  up  many  days.  The  hopes  of  the  party  are 
to  prevent  our  getting  the  business  through  both  Houses  before  the 
Assizes,  when  they  mil  endeavour  to  put  the  whole  country  in  a 
flame. 

We  receive  in  the  mean  time,  tlirough  various  channels,  accounts 
that  are  entitled  to  a considerable  degree  of  credit,  that  the  enemy 
meditate,  within  a very  short  period,  a serious  attack  on  this  coun- 
try. We  are  at  present  rather  in  an  unprepared  state  on  account 
of  the  draft  from  the  militia,  but  I shall  put  an  end  to  that  business, 
and  reassemble  the  light  infantry  battalions  on  the  10th  of  next 
month. 

We  have  obtained  6300  men,  almost  all  of  them  for  general 
service,  and  shall  probably  get  1000  more.  I shall  direct  our 
Board  of  Ordnance  to  apply  for  the  rifles. 

I am  obliged  to  leave  off.  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Edward  Cooke,  Esq.,  to  John  King,  Esq. 

[Secret.] 

Dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  March  1,  1800. 

. . . When  can  you  make  the  remittance  promised  ? It 

is  absolutely  essential,  for  our  demands  increase.  Pray  let  Lord 
Castlereagh  know  without  delay  what  can  be  done  by  you. 

Faithfully  yours, 

E.  Cooke. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  5,  1800. 

Mr.  George  Ponsonby  brought  forward  yesterday  his  pro- 
mised motion  respecting  the  present  state  of.  the  sense  of  the  nation 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Union. 

He  adverted  to  the  expressions  in  my  message  to  Parhament 
wherein  notice  is  taken  of  the  numerous  declarations  in  favour  of 
the  measure.  He  endeavoured  to  deduce  from  it  that  His  Majesty 
had  declared  that  the  concurrence  of  the  wiU  of  the  people  was 
necessary  to  warrant  Parliament  in  effecting  such  a change,  or,  as 
he  called  it,  transfer  of  the  constitution — that  the  will  of  the  people 
could  only  be  known  to  Parliament  from  them  petitions,  and  that 
there  were  on  the  table  of  the  House  petitions  from  26  counties 
and  several  great  towns,  also  from  the  corporation  and  guilds  of 
the  metropolis,  against  the  measure — that  these  petitions  were 
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signed  by  110,000  persons — that  they  fully  declared  the  sense 
of  the  people — and  that  it  was  therefore  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
lay  them  before  His  Majesty,  and  to  represent  to  their  Sovereign 
the  true  wishes  of  the  people. 

He  then  read  three  motions,  a copy  of  which  I have  the  honour 
to  enclose,  and  moved  the  first  of  them. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  was  replied  to  by  Lord  Castlereagh  with  great 
and  confessed  ability.  His  Lordship  entered  fully  into  a detailed 
state  of  the  public  mind  from  the  time  the  question  was  first 
moved.  He  showed  that  when  the  people  were  left  to  themselves 
there  was  a general  disposition  to  acquiesce  in  the  measure,  and 
among  the  loyal  and  well-informed  classes  to  approve  it ; and  that 
the  public  expressions  adverse  to  the  measiun  had  been  brought 
forward  by  manoeuvre  and  artifice. 

His  Lordship  then  stated  that  74  declarations  had  been  made 
in  favour  of  an  Union  by  public  bodies  in  the  kingdom,  that  1 9 of 
them  proceeded  from  the  freeholders  of  counties,  and  many  of  the 
remainder  from  the  chief  towns  and  corporations,  and  he  contended 
that  in  these  declarations  would  be  found  the  expression  of  the 
sense  of  the  loyal  and  propertied  part  of  the  community,  rather 
than  in  the  petitions  before  the  House. 

His  Lordship  combated  with  success  all  Mr.  Ponsonby ’s  posi- 
tions. He  showed  that  if  the  sense  of  the  people  had  in  former 
periods  been  taken  against  the  sense  of  Parliament  the  constitution 
would  have  been  lost.  He  shewed  the  great  measures  of  the  Settle- 
ment of  the  Crown  at  the  Kevolution,  and  of  the  Union  of  Scot- 
land, were  carried  by  small  majorities  relying  upon  the  goodness 
of  their  cause,  and  he  appealed  to  his  supporters  to  adopt  that 
steadiness  and  consistency  which  had  distinguished  the  great 
characters  of  those  two  periods. 

His  Lordship  lamented  that  he  could  not  move  a direct  nega- 
tive to  Mr.  Ponsonby’s  first  resolution,  as  it  contained  a truism,  and 
he  therefore  moved  the  question  of  adjournment. 

A general  debate  followed,  which  lasted  till  past  six  in  the 
morning,  when  the  House  divided;  for  adjourning  155,  against 
107. 

Your  Grace  will  observe  from  the  numbers  that  no  variation 
has  yet  taken  place  in  the  state  of  parties.  The  absence  of  a few 
members  from  either  side  was  owing  to  accidental  circumstances. 
I am  to  observe,  however,  that  Mr.  G.  Knox  did  purposely  decline 
dividing  with  Opposition,  and  I believe  the  two  Mr.  Kowleys,  who 
are  Lord  de  Clifford’s  members. 

There  was  much  altercation  in  the  course  of  the  debate  among 
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tlie  county  members  respecting  tlie  petitions  and  the  state  of  the 
country,  wliich  were  in  general  favourable  to  our  friends. 

Towards  morning  Mr.  Saurin,  one  of  Lord  Downsliire’s  mem- 
bers, renewed  the  argument  on  tlie  competence  of  Parliament,  and 
having  advanced  positions  leading  to  resistance,  he  was  ably 
answered  by  Mr.  Fox. 

Upon  the  whole  the  temper  of  the  House  was  good ; the  effect 
hoped  for  by  Mr.  Ponsonby  was  not  produced,  and  the  supporters 
of  Government  evinced  that  they  were  decided  and  steady. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Me.  Poxsonby’s  Motion. 

1st.  That  it  is  a constitutional  exercise  of  the  right  of  the  sub- 
ject to  petition  this  House  upon  any  measure  depending 
therein. 

2nd.  That  it  appears  that  petitions  have  already  been  presented 
to  this  House  during  the  present  session  from  twenty-six 
counties  in  this  kingdom,  from  the  cities  of  Dublin  and 
Limerick,  the  towns  of  Belfast,  Drogheda,  Newry,  and 
several  other  towns,  against  the  measure  of  a legislative 
Union  with  Great  Britain. 

3rd.  That  these  Eesolutions  be  laid  before  His  Excellency  the 
Lord-Lieutenant,  with  an  humble  address,  requesting 
His  Excellency  forthwith  to  transmit  the  same  to  be 
laid  before  His  Majesty. 

Earl  of  Fingall  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

]\Iy  Lord,  North  Earl  Street,  March  7,  1800. 

Your  Excellency  will  not,  I hope,  consider  it  an  unreason- 
able intrusion  if,  in  the  present  advanced  state  of  the  question  of 
legislative  Union,  I shall  take  the  liberty  to  lay  before  you  an 
application  on  behalf  of  the  Catholic  peers  of  Ireland,  that  they 
may  be  allowed  to  exercise  the  right  of  votmg  for  those  peers  who 
shall  be  returned  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  without  being  called 
on  to  take  any  other  oath  than  that  which,  by  the  law  passed  in 
1793,  every  Catholic  freeholder  is  obliged  to  take  to  enable  him  to 
vote  for  his  representative.  This  oath  of  course  every  Eoman 
CathoKc  has  taken  since  the  period  I mention,  but  I allude  to  it  as 
it  was  framed  at  the  time  wdien  the  elective  franchise  was  granted 
to  the  CathoHc  body.  To  point  out  to  the  discernment  and  justice 
of  your  Excellency  the  singular  hardship  to  which  the  Catholic 
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peer  will  be  alone  subjected,  unless  allowed  this  privilege,  is,  I am 
sure,  needless.  He  will  be  the  only  person  deprived  of  a right 
which  I believe  the  British  Constitution  acknowledges  every  free- 
holder ought  to  have — -that  of  voting  for  the  person  who  makes  the 
laws  by  which  he  is  bound.  It  is,  I trust,  equally  unnecessary  to 
represent  to  your  Excellency  that  the  conduct  of  the  Catholic  peers 
does  not,  they  hope,  give  room  for  excluding  them  from  rights 
enjoyed  by  those  of  the  lowest  orders  of  their  own  persuasion. 
They  flatter  themselves  the  test  of  experience  proves  them  not 
unworthy  the  singular  favours  which,  with  the  warmest  gratitude, 
they  will  ever  acknowledge  to  have  received  from  their  most  gra- 
cious and  beloved  Sovereign.  Forbearance  has,  however,  my  Lord, 
been  at  all  times  as  conspicuous  in  the  conduct  of  the  principal 
Catholic  nobility  and  gentry  of  Ireland  as  their  loyalty,  their 
attachment  to  their  king  and  constitution,- and  their  love  of  British 
connexion.  The  Catholic  peers,  therefore,  my  Lord,  do  not  wish 
by  any  means  to  press  at  this  time  a claim  which  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  likely  to  embarrass  the  great  national  measure  now 
depending,  from  which  they  expect  such  benefits  for  their  country 
at  large,  and  looking  forward  with  the  most  unbounded  confidence 
to  the  magnanimity,  liberality,  and  sound  policy  of  the  future  Impe- 
rial Legislature,  venture  to  promise  to  themselves  and  the  whole 
Catholic  body  many  more  considerable  and  extensive  advantages. 

Under  these  impressions  it  is  far  from  the  wish  of  the  Catholic 
peers  to  urge  at  this  moment  an  application  which  shall  be  deemed 
untimely.  They  would  rather,  however  unpleasant  to  their  feel- 
ings, remain  in  the  awkward  state  of  exclusion ; but  they  trust 
your  Excellency  will  consider  it  only  fair  and  honourable,  as  well 
as  a duty  they  owe  posterity,  to  have  addressed  you  at  the  present 
time  on  this  subject,  which  they  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your 
Excellency’s  liberality  and  well-known  attachment  to  justice,  and 
for  which,  on  behalf  of  the  Catholic  peers,  I humbly  solicit  your 
Excellency’s  favour  and  protection. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  for  the  Catholic  peers  and 
myself,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  high  consideration. 

Your  Excellency’s  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

Fingall. 


Viscount  Castlekeagh  to  John  King,  Esq. 

[Secret  and  Confidential.] 

]My  dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  March  7,  1800. 

I have  received  some  intimation  that  our  friends  in  England 
do  not  conceive  we  are  pressing  the  business  of  Union  with  sutii- 


206 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XXT. 


cient  rapidity,  and  as  I am  apprehensive  that  some  inconsiderate 
person  here  may  have  endeavoured  in  private  letters  to  raise  that 
sentiment,  I wish  to  do  away  all  possibility  of  misconception  on 
the  subject.^ 

It  will  be  in  the  first  place  considered  that  we  have  a minority 
consisting  of  120  Members  well  combined  and  united,  that  many 
of  them  are  men  of  the  first  weight  and  talent  in  the  House, 
that  37  of  them  are  Members  for  counties,  that  great  endeavours 
have  been  used  to  inflame  the  kingdom,  that  petitions  from  26 
counties  have  been  procured,  that  the  city  of  Dublin  is  almost 
unanimous  against  it,  and  with  such  an  Opposition  so  circum- 
stanced and  supported,  it  is  evident  much  management  must  be 
used,  and  that  Government  must  avoid  putting  itself  in  the  wrong, 
and  incensing  that  part  of  Opposition  which  is  disposed  to  modera- 
tion. It  is  evident,  also,  that  such  an  Opposition  having  real  pre- 
tences for  delay,  on  account  of  any  precipitation  in  Government, 
could  at  once  harass,  protract,  and  influence. 

It  is  further  evident  that  upon  a final  settlement  of  the  con- 
cerns and  commerce  of  the  kingdom,  it  is  impossible  upon  any 
principle  of  common  propriety  and  decency,  to  prevent  those 
persons  from  being  heard  at  the  bar  whose  private  situations  and 
interests  are  really  to  be  affected  by  the  measure,  and  that  Govern- 
ment would  lose  all  character  for  consistency  and  justice  were  they 
to  refuse  admitting  their  cases  to  be  heard.  Under  these  impres- 
sions I have  endeavoured  so  to  manage  as  to  prevent  improper 
delay,  to  preserve  decorum  in  our  j^roceedings,  and  to  manage  the 
temper  of  Opposition  and  the  public  with  success.  I have  also 
by  this  conduct  been  enabled  to  confirm  the  sentiments  of  our 
supporters,  and  to  interest  them  in  the  success  of  a measure  which 
they  found  could  be  supported  by  argument  and  debate,  and  wliich 
improved  in  public  estimation  by  discussion.  Our  friends  have 
accordingly  submitted  to  the  severest  attendance  ever  known  in 
the  history  of  Parliament  with  unexampled  patience : and  by 
feeling  they  are  gaining  characters,  they  have  acquired  consistency 
and  steadiness. 

We  have  given  ourselves  no  rest  or  relaxation  whatever.  Our 
sittmgs  have  never  broken  up  earlier  than  12  at  night,  and  have 
frequently  lasted  till  12  in  the  day.  Many  of  our  friends  are 
really  confined  on  account  of  illness  contracted  by  attendance. 

We  have  established  the  principle : we  have  passed  four 

^ Mr.  King  replied  on  the  11th  tliat  the  there  was  any  unnecessary  delay,  and  the 
Government  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  Duke  of  Portland  repeated  that  assurance  the 
progress  of  the  measure,  and  that  no  one  who  following  day. 
was  acquainted  with  the  subject  imagined 
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articles.  On  Monday  I intend  going  through  the  Parliamentary 
article,  and  when  I receive  Mr.  Pitt’s  sentiments  on  cottons,  I 
shall  endeavour  to  close  the  commercial  article,  but  before  that 
period  it  is  impossible.  The  Church  and  the  last  article  will  take 
up  little  time.  I am  sure  all  our  friends  must  be  sensible  of  my 
anxiety  to  press  forward ; but  if  I were  to  irritate  by  imprudent 
precipitation,  and  give  ground  to  the  Opposition  which  they  feel 
the  want  of,  I should  not  only  accuse  myself,  but  feel  that  the 
most  impatient  advocates  of  the  measure  would  shift  their  ground 
to  blame  me.  I must  also  observe  that  the  Opposition  have 
hitherto  adopted  a conduct  which  cannot  fairly  be  imputed  to  the 
mere  object  of  delay.  The  inquiry  they  have  instituted  ma}^  have 
this  effect;  but  hitherto  they  have  not  protracted  examination 
except  in  the  articles  of  cottons  and  calicoes,  and  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstance of  those  manufactures  fairly  justified  a full  and  detailed 
examination.  On  other  points,  viz.  silk  and  sugar,  their  examina- 
tion was  short  and  by  no  means  vexatious. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duile  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  9,  1800. 

. . . Colonel  Barry,  who  manages  the  opposition  to  the 

commercial  article,  said  he  would  bring  forward  evidence  as  to  the 
state  of  the  glass  and  iron  manufactures  to-day,  and  that  he 
intended  to  call  evidence  to  every  article  of  manufacture  which 
was  to  be  affected  by  the  Kesolution,  at  the  same  time  he  dis- 
claimed every  intention  of  delay.  . . . The  House  was  ordered 

to  be  called  over  on  Colonel  Barry’s  motion. 

Sir  John  Parnfell,  as  the  House  was  rising,  made  some  observa- 
tions as  to  the  sense  of  the  people,  and  gave  notice  that  he  would 
in  the  course  of  next  week  bring  forward  some  further  motion  upon 
that  subject.  He  was,  however,  apparently  so  much  intoxicated 
that  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  he  was  serious  in  the  declara- 
tion  he  made.  I ],ave,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.]  Received  March  10. 

My  dear  Lord,  Whitehall,  March  6,  180C. 

As  Mr.  Pitt  hopes  he  sliall  be  able  to  write  to  Lord 
Castlereagh  on  tlie  subject  of  the  duties  on  cotton  in  tlie  course 
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of  tins  day  or  of  to-morrow  at  latest,  I have  no  other  object  in 
writing  to  yon  than  to  relieve  you  from  any  anxiety  which  the 
suspense  you  may  have  been  in  with  regard  to  them  may  have 
occasioned,  by  informing  you  that  it  will  be  left  to  your  Excellency 
to  make  the  best  bargain  you  can  for  this  country  in  conceding 
this  point  to  the  wishes  of  the  Irish ; but  at  the  same  time  you 
will  take  occasion  to  observe  to  them,  that  if  there  should  be  any 
article  on  which  our  manufacturers  should  think  it  necessary  to 
insist  upon  a similar  species  of  protection  to  this,  which  is  now 
required  for  the  cotton  manufacturers  of  Ireland,  the  Irish  will  not 
be  considered  as  having  any  right  to  complain  of  the  British  manu- 
facturer, should  he  be  treated  with  the  same  sort  of  indulgence. 

It  is,  however,  certainly  to  be  wished  that  cases  of  this  kind 
should  occur  as  seldom  as  possible  in  the  course  of  this  arrange- 
ment ; but  I cannot  help  adding  that  such  is  the  importance  of  its 
accomplishment,  that  it  is  not  a consideration  of  a little  more  or  a 
little  less  duty  that  can  prevent  it,  or  even  be  suffer’d  to  retard  its 
progress.  , I Pave,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the.  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  10,  1800. 

So  violent  'a  spirit  has  arisen  amongst  the  Lords,  and  even 
amongst  those  who  are  the  best  friends  of  Government,  against  the 
reservation  of  the  power  of  creating  Irish  Peers  after  the  Union, 
that  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  His  Majesty’s  principal  servants 
here  that  the  clause  cannot  be  carried. 

The  language  amongst  the  Peers  is,  that  they  cannot  abandon 
the  interests  of  their  posterity,  that  the  persons  hereafter  to  be 
created  will  be  men  of  weight  and  consequence  in  England,  who 
will  always  succeed  to  the  vacancies  in  the  representation,  and  that 
the  families  of  the  ancient  Peers  will  be  reduced  to  a state  of 
insignificance  and  contempt. 

Modifications  have  been  suggested,  such  as  imposing  a restric- 
tion on  the  Crown  not  to  fill  up  more  than  one  out  of  two  or  three 
vacancies  until  the  whole  shall  be  reduced  to  a certain  number, 
either  112  or  140,  constituting  by  that  means  the  Pepresentation  a 
fourth  or  a fifth  part  of  the  Peerage. 

It  is,  however,  doubted  by  many  whether  any  modification  will 
go  down,  and  whether  the  chance  of  reserving  so  restricted  a 
power  in  the  Crown  may  be  worth  the  contest.  Your  Grace  and 
llis  Majesty’s  Ministers  will  determine  whether  the  clause  shall 
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take  its  chance  of  suecess  in  its  present  shape,  or  whether  any 
alterations  shall  be  made  to  endeavour  to  render  it  more  palatable. 
And  as  the  time  presses,  I must  request  that  you  will  convey  your 
sentiments  to  me  with  all  convenient  dispatch. 

The  Archbishop  of  Cashel  is  very  desirous  that  the  spiritual 
Peers  should  be  always  represented  by  the  fom’  Archbishops,  who 
are,  he  says,  from  their  stations  more  capable  of  giving  an  account 
of  the  state  of  the  Church  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  than  any 
other  four  prelates.  He  likewise  represents  the  inconvenience 
that  several  of  the  Bishops  with  the  smallest  incomes  will  suffer  by 
going  to  London  to  attend  Parliament,  and  the  trifling  object  it  will 
be  to  them  to  have  a seat  for  one  year  in  six  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

His  Grace  had  my  promise,  when  we  came  to  an  agreement 
respecting  the  Union,  that  he  should  have  a seat  in  the  House  of 
Lords  for  life ; but  as  he  may  be  elected  as  a temporal  Peer  to 
represent  that  body,  no  inconvenience  will  arise  m consequence 
of  that  engagement ; and  as  this  question  is  not  in  other  respects 
attended  with  the  same  hazard  and  difficulty  as  that  of  the  creation 
of  temporal  Peers,  your  Grace  may  safely  determine  upon  it  accord- 
ing to  your  opinion  of  its  merits.  j have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  English  Cabinet  manifested  the  greatest  reluctance  to 
yield  upon  the  question  respecting  the  limitation  in  the  number  of 
the  Irish  Peers.  So  late  as  the  7th  of  February,  the  Duke  of 
Portland  wrote  to  Lord  Cornwallis  declaring  that  the  unlimited 
right  of  creation  must  be  maintained,  and  that  the  Ministers  could 
on  no  account  advise  the  King  to  give  way  on  this  point. 

The  Duke’s  main  argument  was,  that  it  made  another  step  in 
the  class  of  honours,  and  that  the  bestowal  of  an  Irish  Peerage 
might  often  obviate  the  necessity  of  creating  an  English  Peer. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  11,  1800. 

Your  Grace  has  not  taken  the  smallest  notice  in  any  of 
your  letters  to  me  of  the  vacant  Primacy  ; but  rumours  have  not 
only  reached  me,  but  others  in  this  country,  of  its  having  been 
offered  to  persons  in  England.^  I confess  that  I hope  there  is  no 

^ The  Primacy,  after  having  been  offered  d.  May  6,  1822  ; m.  May  3,  1796,  Sophia 
to  several  other  English  bishops,  was,  Nov.  Margaret  Juliana,  dau.  of  Thomas  Penn, 
25,  1800,  conferred  upon  the  Bishop  of  St.  Esq.,  of  Stoke  Pogis.  He  had  been  conse- 
Davids,  the  Hon.  William  Stuart,  son  of  crated  Bishop  of  St.  Davids  in  1793. 

John,  3rd  Earl  of  Bute;  b.  March  17,  1755, 

VOL.  III.  . P 
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foundation  for  tliese  reports,  as  I tliink  it  would  have  a very  bad 
effect  at  this  time  to  send  a stranger  to  supersede  the  whole  Bench 
of  Bishops,  and  I should  likewise  be  much  embarrassed  by  the  stop 
that  would  be  put  to  the  succession  amongst  the  Irish  clergy  at 
this  critical  period  when  I am  beyond  measure  pressed  for  eccle- 
siastical preferment. 

The  Archbishop  of  Cashel’s  conduct  of  late  has,  as  T before 
observed  to  your  Grace,  been  unexceptionable  ; but  if  it  should  be 
thought  improper  to  appoint  an  Irishman,  and  especially  a political 
Irishman  to  that  high  station,  a more  respectable  candidate  could 
not  easily  be  found  than  tlie  Bishop  of  Ferns. 

There  are  likewise  other  respectable  Prelates  on  the  Irish 
Bench,  and  I trust  that  His  Majesty  wiU  not  find  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  looking  to  any  other  quarter  on  the  present  occasion. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  12,  1800. 

Last  night  in  the  House  of  Commons,  after  some  alterca- 
tion respecting  a petition  which  had  been  obtained  from  Cork 
against  the  Union,  and  which  was  proved  not  to  be  the  sense  of 
the  respectable  part  of  that  city,  a debate  took  place  on  the  com- 
mittal of  the  Bill  for  continuing  to  the  24th  of  next  month  the  Act 
establishing  martial  law. 

After  a tedious  debate  in  which  some  of  tlie  members  of  Oppo- 
sition endeavoured  to  couple  the  measure  with  the  question  of 
Union,  the  committal  of  the  Bill  was  carried  by  140  to  55.  This 
division  will  show  to  your  Grace  that  the  Opposition  are  not 
united  in  any  general  system  of  embarrassing  Government.  Lord 
Castlereagh  then  proposed  that  the  Bills  should  be  committed  on 
Thursday,  to  which  Mr.  Ponsonby  objected  as  he  had  given  notice 
for  a motion  for  that  day.  Colonel  Barry  suggested  that  as  the 
Bill  of  last  year  had  nearly  elapsed,  that  it  might  be  committed 
forthwith,  which  idea  was  taken  up  and  moved  by  Lord  Castle- 
reagh. Sir  John  Parnell,  Mr.  Dawson,  and  Mr.  Ponsonby,  objected 
to  the  measure  as  precipitate,  but  Lord  Castlereagh  thought  it 
right  to  persevere.  Upon  this  Opposition  continued  a harassing 
conduct  till  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when,  finding  their  num- 
bers di  i n ish  to  22,  they  left  the  House,  and  the  Committee  was 
gone  through. 

An  extraordinary  circumstance  took  place  about  two  in  the 
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morning  as  the  House  was  going  into  Committee.  Mr.  Sinclair,  a 
lawyer,  cried  out  from  the  gallery,  ‘‘  Now  let  the  greatest  assassin 
in  the  House  take  the  chair.”  He  was  instantly  seized,  brought 
to  the  bar,  where  he  behaved  with  much  effrontery,  and  was  com- 
mitted to  Newgate.  It  appears  he  was  in  liquor,  and  he  has 
written  letters  of  contrition  to-day  to  several  Members,  but  I 
understand  he  is  a man  of  violent  principles  and  to  a great  degree 
disaffected.'  I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  11,  1800. 

Mr.  Cooke,  by  desire  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  took  advantage 
of  the  express  which  was  on  the  point  of  sailing,  and  on  the 
breaking  up  of  the  House  of  Commons  wrote  to  Mr.  King  an 
account  of  what  passed,  for  your  Grace’s  information,  last  night. 

It  was  expected  that  the  Opposition  would  have  made  a great 
exertion,  and  that  the  debate  would  have  lasted  for  many  hours, 
which  occasioned  the  absence  of  our  supporters  at  8 o’clock,  who 
expected  no  division  at  that  time  and  were  at  dinner.^ 

Your  Grace  will  of  course  not  suppose  that  the  exertions  of 
Opposition  have  ceased  from  the  little  resistance  given  to  the 
article  of  Kepresentation.  Their  object  is  to  fix  upon  the  most 
unpopular  points  of  the  measure,  and  to  endeavour  to  inflame  the 
people.  The  subject  of  giving  compensation  to  boroughs  is  ob- 
viously the  most  exceptionable  in  the  present  arrangement,  and 
they  will  of  course  endeavour  to  make  an  impression  by  debating 
this  principle. 

Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  will  therefore  bring  forward  a distinct  motion 
upon  that  subject  on  Thursday,  which  must  be  considered  as  a 
continuation  of  the  debate  upon  Representation. 

If  Lord  Castlereagh  shall  find  it  possible  to  go  tlirough  the 
commercial  article  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  I shall  hope  the  Report 
may  be  gone  through  on  Tuesday  and  sent  to  the  Lords. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


1 Mr.  Sinclair  was  a barrister,  only  re- 
markable for  the  violence  of  his  democratic 
principles.  He  had  been  dining  with  a friend 
who  entertained  similar  opinions,  and,  excited 
both  by  the  violence  of  the  language  they 
had  used  and  the  quantity  of  wine  they  had 
drunk,  he  went  to  the  House  determint-d  to 


make  a speech,  and  the  scene  above  described 
w'as  the  result.  He  was  committed  to  New- 
gate, but  discharged  on  the  13th  of  May  fol- 
lowing, in  consequence  of  having  in  a petition 
expressed  his  regret  for  what  had  occurred. 

2 The  numbers  were — for  Government, 
81  ; against,  62. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

uMy  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  14,  1800. 

Mr.  George  Ponsonby,  who  had  given  notice  that  he  would 
bring  on  yesterday  a motion  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon 
granting  compensation  to  boroughs,  did  not  appear  at  the  usual 
hour.  It  was  intimated  that  he  was  not  well.  There  is,  however, 
good  reason  to  believe  that  the  IMembers  who  are  proprietors  of 
boroughs  refused  to  support  him.  Lord  Castlereagh  soon  noticed 
his  absence,  and  he  intended  to  move  the  order  of  the  day  unless 
the  promised  motion  was  brought  forward.  Upon  tliis  Sir  John 
ParneU  arose  and  made  an  apology  for  Mr.  Ponsonby  on  account 
of  indisposition ; and  then  stated  that  as  he  had  himself  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward  some  measure  for  ascer- 
taining the  sense  of  the  people,  he  should  make  use  of  the  present 
opportunity.  Lord  Castlereagh  conceiving  this  conduct  to  be  an 
unfair  Parliamentary  manoeu\Te,  rose  to  order,  and  put  it  to  the 
Chair  whether  he  was  not  in  possession  of  the  House  and  had  the 
right  of  precedence.  The  Speaker,  however,  declared  in  favour  of 
Sir  John  Parnell,  upon  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in 
order  to  mark  the  Speaker  s conduct,  moved  that  Lord  Castlereagh 
should  be  heard.  This  was  done  as  an  animadversion  on  the 
Speaker,  not  with  a view  to  insist  upon  the  motion,  ivhich,  after 
some  conversation,  was  not  persevered  in. 

Sir  John  Parnell  then  moved,  after  a speech  of  considerable 
length,  “ That  an  address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  to  request 
His  Majesty  would  dissolve  the  present'  Parliament  and  call  a new 
one  before  the  present  measure  of  Legislative  Union  should  be 
concluded.” 

A debate  commenced  which  lasted  till  3 o’clock  this  morning, 
when  the  House  divided : for  it,  104 ; against,  150. 

Mr.  Saurin,  Lord  Downshii’e’s  member,  rose  about  8 ‘o’clock, 
and  renewed  the  subject  he  had  repeatedly  introduced  of  the  com- 
petence of  Parliament.  He  pushed- the  dangerous  doctrines  he 
had  advanced  on  this  head  further  than  any  preceding  night.  He 
laid  it  down  in  broad  terms  that  if  the  measure  of  Union  were 
carried  against  the  sense  of  the  people,  it  would  be  a nullity,  and 
they  would  have  a right  to  resist. 

The  doctrine  was  ably  repelled  by  the  Solicitor-General,  Dr. 
Duigenan,  Mr.  IMartiii,  Mr.  MUlelland,  Mr.  Ormsby,  Sii’  John 
Blaquiere,  and  other  gentlemen. 

jMr.  Saurin  was  considered  to  have  pushed  liis  doctrines  so  far, 
that  iMr.  Grattan  felt  himself  obliged  to  soften  them  by  alleging 
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that  the  whole  argument  went,  not  to  the  sense  of  the  people  at 
large,  but  of  the  electors,  and  to  the  mode  of  taking  the  sense  of  the 
people  by  a dissolution,  which  was  strictly  constitutional. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  conceiving  that  Mr.  Saurin’s  perseverance  in 
attempting  to  establish  the  doctrine  of  resistance  would  have  the 
worst  effect,  if  not  very  severely  reprobated,  animadverted  upon 
him  with  great  ability  and  effect  towards  the  close  of  the  debate. 
He  exposed  the  general  principle  which  Mr.  Saurin  had  laid  down 
of  appealing  from  the  sense  of  the  Parliament  to  the  sense  of  the 
people,  and  allowing  no  act  to  be  binding  wliich  Avas  not  estal)- 
lished  by  the  majority  of  the  people.  His  Lordship  stated  this 
doctrine  to  be  highly  unconstitutional,  and  to  be  the  true  Jacobin 
principle.  He  said  that  the  introduction  of  the  principle  could 
only  tend  to  mislead  the  people  and  to  goad  them  into  fresh  rebel- 
lion : that  those  Avho  used  it  either  intended  rebellion  or  did  not. 
If  they  did  not,  that  nothing  could  be  so  cruel  as  to  inculcate  those 
doctrines  which  would  lead  the  people  to  dangers  they  did  not 
intend  to  share ; and  if  they  did,  he  called  on  them  manfidly  to 
come  forward  to  avow  their  intentions,  and  to  place  themseHes  at 
the  head  of  the  rebellion  they  were  instigating.  He  concluded 
Avith  an  appeal  to  the  country  gentlemen  to  beware  of  those  who 
were  artfully  attempting,  night  after  night,  to  lead  them  gradually 
to  the  support  of  doctrines  which  they  reprobated,  and  to  harden 
them  by  degrees  to  the  approbation  of  measures  of  Avhich  they  had 
declared  their  abhorrence. 

I am  in  hopes  that  the  severe  animadversion  which  Mr.  Saurin 
received  will  have  the  effect  of  checking  the  Auolence  AA'hich  has 
been  increasing  recently  among  the  lawyers  in  Opposition,  and 
Avhich  has  risen  in  proportion  as  the  majority  on  the  side  of 
Government  has  appeared  steady  and  decided. 

The  Martial-law  Bill  was  read  a thnd  time  and  passed. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis, 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornavallis. 

[Private.] 

]\Iy  Lord,  Whitehall,  March  15,  1800. 

I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that,  after 
having  laid  your  letter  (private)  of  the  10th  before  the  King,  I took 
immediate  means  to  collect  the  sentiments  of  His  Majesty’s  con- 
fidential servants  upon  it,  who  concur  without  exception  in  recom- 
mending it  to  you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  preserve  to  the 
Crown  the  right  of  creating  Peers  of  Ireland,  liowever  encumbered 


214 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XXL 


it  may  be  with  restrictions  or  qualifications,  unless  you  should  be 
convinced  that,  by  insisting  upon  it,  the  great  question  of  the  Union 
should  be  endangered  or  exposed  to  serious  difficulty  and  hazard. 

I can  hardly  hope  from  the  temper  which  your  Excellency 
represents  to  prevail  among  the  Peers,  as  well  as  what  I have 
already  urged  upon  the  subject,  and  from  the  means  which  I am 
persuaded  have  been  taken  by  you  to  reconcile  them  to  the 
measure,  that  any  further  arguments  which  I may  be  able  to  offer 
should  be  attended  with  any  effect ; but  I cannot  help  observing 
that,  after  deductmg  such  of  the  Peers  who  are  ineligible  to  repre- 
sent the  Peerage  of  Ireland  by  being  Peers  of  Great  Britain,  whose 
number  will  be  found ‘to  amount,  exclusive  of  the  Princes  of  the 
Blood,  to  41,  and  adding  to  them  such  other  Peers  as  have  neither 
property  nor  connexion  in  Ireland,  of  whom  there  are  upwards 
of  40,  the  result  will  be  that  the  number  of  those  who  can  (I  mean 
with  any  chance  of  success)  offer  themselves  as  candidates,  will  not 
exceed  the  proportions  of  the  Scotch  Peerage  in  its  present  reduced 
state,  so  that  one  out  of  very  little  more  than  4 must  be  returned 
and  the  principle  of  representation  once  admitted,  I cannot  con- 
ceive upon  what  ground  a more  restricted  choice  can  be  contended 
for.  In  addition  to  this  consideration,  I will  only  observe  that  the 
limitations  in  the  creations  of  Irish  titles  cannot  render  the  period 
very  distant,  at  which  there  will  not  only  not  be  a sufficient  number 
of  Peers  to  leave  a choice,  but  not  even  to  supply  the  number  who 
are  to  sit  on  the  part  of  Ireland  in  the  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  I therefore  cannot  abandon  the  hope  of  your  Excellency 
being  able  to  retain  this  prerogative  to  the  Cro^vn,  which,  notwith- 
standing the  apprehensions  of  the  great  and  highly  respectable 
authority  of  Lord  Kil warden,  is  in  the  judgment  of  His  Majesty’s 
servants  as  desirable  to  be  maintained,  as  it  is  easy  to  be  supported, 
upon  the  same  solid  basis  as  every  other  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
is  founded,  namely,  the  general  interest  of  the  community. 

I have,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  22,  1800. 

Opposition  conceiving  that  the  division  they  had  made  on 
the  question  of  reporting  the  Union  Kesolutions  to  the  House  had 

1 The  Irish  Peerage  now  (Jan.  1858)  con-  which  titles  have  become  extinct  since  the 
sists,  besides  the  King  of  Hanover  and  one  Union,  it  will  be  considerably  upwai'ds  of 
Peeress,  of  193.  Of  these  73  are  English  another  century  before  the  number  can  be 
Peers,  and  about  30  more  have  no  connexion  reduced  to  100. 
by  j)roperty  with  Ireland.  At  the  rate  at 
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been  unfavourable  to  them,  as  their  members  admitted,  tliought  it 
imprudent  to  risk  another  division,  and  they  yesterday  determined 
at  a meeting  at  the  Earl  of  Charlemont’s,  that  there  should  be  no 
division  on  carrying  the  Report  to  the  Lords,  that  the  chief  mem- 
bers should  not  appear  in  the  House,  and  that  the  inferior  speakers 
should,  if  they  chose,  make  whatever  protest  against  the  measure 
they  pleased. 

Sir  Lawrence  Parsons  after  a short  speech  made  this  intention 
known  ; upon  which  Lord  Castlereagh,  as  there  were  but  few  mem- 
bers on  the  Opposition  side,  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  enter 
into  debate.  Sir  John  Macartney,^  Mr.  Tighe,  Sir  John  Freke,^ 
Mr.  Burke,^  and  Mr.  Egan,^  made  declamatory  speeches,  and  about 
ten  o’clock  the  Report  was  gone  through.  Mr.  Ward^  and  Sir 
J ames  Blackwood  ® pressed  Lord  Castlereagh  in  thejicourse  of  the 
morning  on  the  part  of  the  Northern  cotton  manufacturers,  that 
his  Lordship  would  consent  to  the  terms  he  had  offered  to  them  at 
Mr.  Beresford’s,  in  case  they  would  declare  their  satisfaction.  It 
appeared  to  Lord  Castlereagh  that  the  gentlemen  who  met  at 
Mr.  Beresford’s  were  really  content  themselves  with  his  proposal ; 
there  was  private  reason  to  believe  that  the  subsequent  rejection 
of  it  was  by  manoeuvre  of  the  anti-Unionists.  The  Northern  manu- 
facturers were  dissatisfied  at  the  manoeuvre ; they  perceived  in  the 
debate  that  this  course  was  abandoned  by  Opposition,  and  that 
their  wish  was  that  the  manufacturers  should  be  dissatisfied,  in 


^ Sir  John  Macartney,  Bart.,  so  created 
Jan,  22,  1799,  b.  about  1750,  d.  1812  ; 
m.  1st,  about  1773,  Anne,  dau.  of  Edward 
Scriven,  Esq.  ; and,  2nd,  Oct.  1794,  Cathe- 
rine, dau.  of  Chief  Baron  Burgh,  Deputy  Chief 
Remembrancer  to  Lord  Wellesley.  M.P.  for 
Fore  from  1793  to  1797,  Naas  from  Jan. 
1798  till  the  Union. 

2 Sir  John  Evans  Freke,  2nd  Baronet,  b. 
Nov,  11,  1765,  d.  May  12,  1845  ; m.  Jan. 
25,  1783,  Catherine  Charlotte,  dau.  of 
Arthur,  2nd  Earl  of  Arran.  M.P.  for  Balti- 
more from  1768  to  the  Union.  He  succeeded 
to  the  Barony  of  Carbery  March  4,  1807. 

^ Michael  Burke,  of  Ballydugan,  b.  1760, 
d.  Aug.  29,  1838  ; m.  about  1783,  Sarah, 
dau.  and  sole  heir  of  John  Morgan,  Esq.,  of 
Monksfield.  Director  of  Inland  Navigation, 
and  a Surveyor-General  for  Ireland.  M.P. 
for  Athenry  from  May,  1800,  till  the  Union. 

* John  Egan,  b.  about  1750,  d.  May,  1810. 
Educated  as  a sizar  at  Trinity  College.  On 
Nov.  9,  1798,  Lord  Cornwallis  appointed 
him  Chairman  of  Kilmainham,  which  office 
he  retained  for  many  years.  M.P.  for  Bally- 
nakill  1789,  and  for  Tullagh  from  1790  till 
♦he  Union.  On  Feb.  5,  1800,  he  made  a 


most  violent  speech,  and  talked  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant’s  “ revolutionary  tour.”  He  was 
a very  tall,  large  man,  and  remarkable  for 
his  offiensive  manners  and  violent  language, 
which  acquired  for  him  the  sobriquet  of 
“Bully  Egan.” 

* Right  Hon.  Robert  Ward,  3rd  son  of 
Bernard,  1st  Baron  and  1st  Viscount  Bangor, 
b.  July  14,  1754,  d.  March,  1831  ; m.  1st, 
1782,  Sophia  Frances,  dau.  of  Richard  Chapel 
Whaley,  Esq.,  of  Whaley  Abbey  ; 2nd,  May, 
1797,  Louisa,  dau.  of  Rev.  Dr.  Abraham 
Symes.  M.P.  for  Wicklow  borough  from 
1777  to  1783,  Killyleagh  to  1790,  and 
Bangor  from  1797  till  the  Union. 

® Sir  James  Blackwood,  3rd  Baronet,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  Barony  of  Dufferin  and  Clane- 
bove  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  Feb.  8, 
1807;  b.  July  8,  1755,  d.  Aug.  8,  1836; 
m.  Nov.  15,  1801,  Anne  Dorothea,  only  dau. 
of  the  Speaker,  the  Right  Hon.  John  Foster,  1st 
Lord  Oriel.  M.P.  for  Killyleagh  from  1789  to 
the  Union.  Sir  James’s  father  was  a strong 
anti-Unionist,  and  wrote  a most  offensive 
letter  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  had  requested 
him  to  attend  the  meeting  of  Parliament  of 
1799  ; he  died  Feb.  27,  1799. 
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order  to  create  irritation.  They  therefore  pressed  the  Northern 
members  to  induce  Lord  Castlereagh  to  concede  the  terms  he  held 
out  to  their  full  extent. 

It  being  the  sole  object  of  Opposition  to  obtain  means  of 
influencing  the  country,  and  the  subject  of  the  cotton-trade  being 
their  best  instrument  to  work  with,  it  appeared  sound  policy,  if 
possible,  to  cut  the  gToimd  from  under  them,  and  upon  this  view  it 
was  determined  to  make  the  concession  required.  When  the 
Schedule  respecting  the  cotton-trade  was  read,  Mr.  Ward  stated 
his  reasons  for  wishing  that  the  present  duties  should  be  continued 
on  cottons  for  seven  years  instead  of  five,  and  urged  the  alteration 
as  likely  to  produce  the  satisfaction  of  the  manufacturer.  Upon 
this  Lord  Castlereagh  stated  that  he  considered  the  extension 
unnecessary,  Ifut  that  if  it  would  give  satisfaction,  and  as  it  did  not 
militate  against  the  principle  of  gradual  and  entire  reduction,  he 
would  consent.  At  the  same  time  he  warned  the  House  of  the 
dangers  of  furnishing  arguments  to  the  British  manufacturers  for 
insisting  upon  similar  protection  to  their  fabrics  against  Ireland. 

As'the  alternative  went  to  prolong  the  existence  of  a duty,  the 
Speaker  said  the  Schedule  must  be  recommitted,  which  was  done 
accordingly,  and  the  Keport  was  agreed  to  this  day. 

In  the  debate  last  night  Sir  John  Macartney  endeavom*ed  to 
alarm  the  House  on  the  subject  of  tithes.  He  stated  that  this 
kingdom  was  exempted  from  the  tithe  ^ of  agistment  solely  by  the 
vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1735  ; that  by  the  Union  the 
operation  and  effect  of  that  vote  would  expire;  that  the  clergy 
would  take  advantage  of  it,  and  would  sue  for  agistment  tithe, 
which  he  valued  at  one  million  sterling  a-year. 

This  subject  was  evidently  introduced  with  a view  of  creating 
a general  apprehension  among  the  graziers  through  the  kingdom, 
and  was  taken  up  with  such  avidity  by  Mr.  Tighe  and  Mr.  O’Hon- 
nell  that  Lord  Castlereagh  thought  it  prudent  to  stop  further 
debate  upon  it.  His  Lordship  said  the  subject  was  in  no  measure 
connected  with  the  articles  of  the  Union,  and  therefore  purposely 
not  mentioned  in  it,  but  that  it  was  one  of  those  subjects  which 
required  discussion  before  the  Union  passed,  and  that  it  had  not 
escaped  the  consideration  of  Government. 

I shall  take  a subsequent  occasion  of  writing  to  your  Grace 
upon  this  subject. 

I have  now  the  satisfaction  to  state  that  tlie  Union  Eesolutions 
have  passed  the  House  of  Commons  without  any  embarrassing  oppo- 
sition to  any  one  of  the  provisions,  or  any  inconvenient  amendment. 

‘ See  Despatch  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  March  26. 
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I trust  that  by  the  exertions  of  the  Chancellor  and  our  sup- 
porters in  the  House  of  Lords  they  may  not  be  there  detained  for 
more  than  a week. 

I hear  it  is  the  intention  of  Opposition  to  work  on  the  people 
during  the  recess  and  at  the  assizes  to  the  utmost  of  their  power, 
and  it  is  said  that  their  chief  object  is  to  bring  forward  from  all 
quarters  of  the  kingdom  petitions  to  the  King. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  language  of  the  Anti-Unionists  aroused  a strong  feeling 
among  the  manufacturing  and  commercial  interests.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis and  Lord  Castlereagh  were  very  anxious  to  conciliate  these 
classes,  whose  influence  lay  principally  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
where  the  mass  of  the  population  was  at  this  time  perfectly  loyal. 
Various  modifications^  of  the  Kesolutions  were  suggested  to  the 
Ministers,  who  readily  assented  to  many,  which  were  not  at  variance 
with  the  principles  already  laid  down.  These  concessions  removed 
in  a great  degree  the  objections  taken  out  of  doors,  but  did  not  put 
an  end  to  the  Parhamentary  opposition.  Two  divisions  took  place, 
JMarch  4,  at  6 a.m.,  in  which,  though  accidental  causes  had  thinned 
the  ranks  of  Grovernment,  the  Opposition,  who  had  mustered  all  their 
strength,  were  defeated  by  157  to  110,  and  155  to  107.  Mr.  Saurin 
availed  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  modify  in  some  degree  the 
dangerous  language  he  had  previously  held  on  the  right  of  the 
people  to  resist. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


[Private.]* 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  24,  1800. 

Lord  Clifden,  to  whom  we  stand  indebted  for  seven  Union 
votes,  Lord  Callan,^  who  has  two  friends  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  Mr.  Preston,^  Member  for  Navan,  all  nearly  related  to  the 


1 The  principal  objection  was  to  the  pro- 
posed duties  on  calicos,  which  had  been  as 
high  as  30  to  50  per  cent.  It  was  intended 
to  reduce  them  10  per  cent.,  and  the  prin- 
cipal modification  made  was  to  delay  the  time 
when  the  reduction  was  to  come  into  opera- 
tion. Lord  Castlereagh  considered  that  this 
was  the  only  article  about  which  a fair  case 
could  be  made. 

2 George,  1st ' and  only  Lord  Callan,  b. 
April  18,  i754,  d.  unm.  Oct.  1815.  M.P. 
for  Callan  from  1789  till  he  was  created  a 
Peer,  May  31,  1790.  He  was  the  son  of 


James  Agar,  whose  elder  brother  Henry  was 
father  of  the  1st  Viscount  Clifden,  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Welbore  Ellis,  and  of  Charles, 
Archbishop  of  Cashel,  and  then  of  Dublin, 
and  afterwards  1st  Earl  of  Norman  ton. 

® John  Preston,  1st  and  only  Lord  Tara, 
so  created  July  30,  1800;  b.  Nov.  4,  1764, 
d.  July  18,  1821  ; m.  Sept.  3,  1801,  Harriet, 
dau.  of  Thomas  Powys,  Esq.,  of  Berwick 
House.  His  great-grandmother  was  aunt  to 
Lord  Callan.  M.P.  for  Navan  from  1776 
till  he  was  made  a Peer. 
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Archbishop  of  Cashel,  came  to  me  this  day  to  request  that  I would 
again  submit  his  name  to  His  Majesty’s  consideration  for  the  suc- 
cession to  the  Primacy. 

The  earnest  wishes  of  these  persons,  from  whom  we  have 
received  such  powerful  support  in  our  arduous  contest,  added  to 
the  Archbishop’s  own  merits  in  the  cause,  may  perhaps  induce  His 
Majesty  to  think  more  favourably  of  his  Grace’s  pretensions  ; and 
I must  confess,  after  the  kingdoms  become  united,  I cannot  see  any 
objection  to  an  Irish  Primate. 

If  your  Grace  should  see  reasons  which  have  not  occurred  to 
me  against  the  appointment  of  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel,  I should 
wish  that  the  matter  might  lie  over  until  you  see  Lord  Castlereagh, 
who  proposes  going  to  England  during  the  recess  of  our  Par- 
liament. I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Hear  HoSS,  • Dublin  Castle,  March  24,  1800. 

. . . It  is  a most  provoking  thing  that  every  General 

Officer  who  gets  a command  asks  for  ten  times  as  much  artillery 
and  stores  as  he  can  jjossibly  want,  and  that  he  and  all  the  depart- 
ments of  Government  expect  that  the  whole  should  be  packed  and 
sent  off  as  expeditiously  as  you  could  put  a bundle  of  old  clothes 
into  a stao:e-wa2:gon. 

No  settled  plan  is,  I believe,  settled  for  the  MediteiTanean  ope- 
rations— probably  either  the  South  of  France,  or  a co-operation 
with  the  Austrian  armies  in  Italy ; in  either  case  I consider  those 
men,  whom  we  have  obtained  with  so  much  difficulty,  as  lost  to  all 
future  service.  The  troops  are  none  of  them  fit  for  actual  service 
at  present,  although  in  a few  months  with  proper  care  and  training, 
they  might  become  excellent — and  the  two  senior  Generals  will 
most  undoubtedly  quarrel.  Indeed,  from  a letter  which  I received 
a very  few  days  ago  from  Charles  Stuart,^  he  appeared  disposed  to 
give  up  the  command  from  some  disappomtment  or  contradiction 
about  the  medical  staff.  There  are,  I believe,  two  more  expedi- 
tions of  considerable  magnitude  upon  the  anvil,  which  will  afford 
us  some  quiet  hereafter,  by  stripping  us  of  all  our  disposable  forces. 

I shall  observe  what  you  say  with  regard  to  the  reduction  of 

• Hon.  Charles  Stuart,  Lieut.-General,  co-heir  of  Lord  Vere  Bertie.  He  was  brother 
Colonel  26th  Kegt.,  K.B,,  son  of  John,  3rd  of  the  Archbishop  of  Annagh,  and  father  of 
Earl  of  Bute  ; b.  Jan.  i753,  d.  May  25,  the  late  Lord  Stuart  de  Rothsay. 

1801  ; m.  April  19,  1778,  Louisa,  dau.  and 
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tlie  Fencible  Cavalry  in  this  country;  it  is  uncertain  when  it  will 
take  place  here,  and  must  be  done  gradually.  Some  addition  must 
be  made  to  the  corps  of  Engineers,  and  two  or  three  second  lieu- 
tenants may  be  appointed  as  extra  officers  as  soon  as  fit  objects 
can  be  found ; but  that  service  requires  much  consideration,  and 
in  my  opinion  a great  deal  more  encouragement.  The  officers  have 
no  objects  of  either  ambition  or  emolument  to  which  they  can  look 
forward,  unless  they  seek  the  latter  by  improper  peculation.  After 
40  years’  service  they  may  aspire  to  Colonel’s  pay,  and  nothing 
more.  The  situation  of  Chief  Engineer  slK)uld  certainly  be  im- 
proved, and,  perhaps  you  will  add,  more  ably  filled. 

The  Union  Eesolutions  have  all  passed  the  Commons,  and  as 
soon  as  they  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  Lords,  which  will  pro- 
bably be  in  the  course  of  next  week,  they  will  be  transmitted  to 
England,  and  Lord  Castlereagh  will  go  over  to  attend  their  progress 
in  London,  and  our  Parhament  will  adjourn  for  six  weeks. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Corxwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  24,  1800. 

The  Union  Eesolutions  having  been  carried  up  to  the  Lords 
on  Saturday  last  by  Lord  Castlereagh,  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  a Committee  upon  them,  and  went  into  a discussion  of  the 
article  which  relates  to  Eepresentation. 

I had  signified  to  your  Grace  the  extreme  reluctance  which  a 
large  proportion  of  the  Peers,  the  most  respectable  and  the  most 
friendly  to  Government,  had  disclosed  to  agree  in  that  part  of  the 
article  which  permits  His  Majesty  to  retain  the  power  of  creating 
Peers  of  Ireland  after  the  Union.  Their  repugnance  went  to  the 
principle  generally,  and  there  was  no  modification  which  they  were 
really  disposed  to  accept.  At  the  same  time  they  showed  so 
anxious  a desire  to  support  His  Majesty’s  Government,  and  to  carry 
the  great  measure  in  debate  into  execution,  that  they  listened  to 
the  principle  of  accommodation  I was  authorised  by  your  Grace  to 
hold  out,  with  a more  favourable  inclination  than  from  their  real 
aversion  to  them  I could  have  imagined.  It  was  this  conduct  so 
honourable  to  them,  joined  to  the  danger  of  creating  any  division 
among  our  friends,  which  induced, me  to  consent  that  the  Crown 
should  only  retain  the  power  of  creating  one  Irish  Peer  for  three 
that  should  become  extinct,  until  the  whole  Peerage  should  be 
reduced  to  one  huncked. 
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Tliis  regulation  produced  their  acquiescence,  and  I am  happy  to 
acquaint  your  Grace  that  there  was  no  division  upon  that  part  of 
the  subject.  The  only  question  upon  which  the  Committee  divided 
was  the  number  of  temporal  Peers,  which  was  carried  in  favour  of 
tliat  proposed  by  52  to  17. 

Lord  Yelverton  took  the  opportunity  of  entering  at  large  into 
the  whole  question  and  its  details,  and  made  a very  masterly  speech 
in  favour  of  the  measure. 

The  opposition  was  confined  to  Lord  F arnham,  Lord  Bellamont, 
Lord  Powerscourt,  and  Lord  Dunsany.^  The  Chancellor,  Lord 
Glandore,  and  Lord  Tyrawley,  supported  the  resolution. 

I am,  &c., 

CORNW^ALLIS. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 


My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  26,  1800. 

The  statements  of  Sir  John  Macartney,  that  the  discon- 
tinuance of  tythe  agistment  depended  upon  the  mere  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  which  could  have  no  longer  any 
effect  or  operation  after  a Union,  not  only  excited  a very  lively 
sensation  in  the  House  when  it  was  first  mentioned,  but  has  since 
created  a very  general  alarm.  The  Opposition  took  immediate  hold 
of  this  statement  as  an  engine  to  work  upon  the  country,  and  I 
understand  have  sent  forth  inflammatory  handbills  to  excite  the 
feelings  of  the  people.  The  country  gentlemen  in  support  of 
Government  have  also  taken  as  much  real  alarm,  as  their  opponents 
had  affected  a faUe  one.  They  stated  that  the  effect  of  Sir  J. 
Macartney’s  statement,  if  not  done  away  by  some  Parliamentary 
measure,  would  have  such  universal  operation  that  they  should  no 
longer  be  enabled  to  resist  the  opposition  which  would  be  brought 
forward  at  the  assizes,  or  to  support  the  question  of  Union.  I 
therefore  thought  it  right  to  have  the  subject  examined,  and  to  call 
a meeting  of  the  chief  servants  of  Government  upon  it  this 
morning. 

It  appeared  that  in  the  year  1735  the  subject  had  been  brought 
forward  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon  several  petitions,  stating 
the  claim  of  tythe  of  agistment  to  be  a new  claim.  The  Commons 


' Randall,  13th  Lord  Dunsany,  b.  March, 
1739  ; d.  April  4,  1821  ; m.  1st,  Aug.  12, 
1771,  Margaret,  dau.  of  Edward  Arcbdeckne, 
Esq.,  and  widow  of  Edward  Mandeville,  Esq. ; 
2nd,  Aug.  7,  1800,  Emma,  dau.  of  Joshua 
Smith,  Esq.,  of  Stoke  Park,  and  brother  of  Sir 
Drummond  Smith,  Bart.  This  family,  which 


claims  the  same  descent  as  the  Earls  of  Fin- 
gall,  like  them  professed  the  Catholic  religion, 
till  Edward,  12th  Baron,  became  a Protestant. 
Wolfe  Tone,  in  his  Memoirs,  mentions  dining 
with  the  Lord  Dunsany  here  mentioned, 
whom  he  describes  as  a good  Catholic,  though 
nominally  a Protestant. 
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examined  closely  into  the  question.  It  appeared  that  tythe 
agistment  had  never  been  demanded  in  Ireland  before  the  year 
1722,  that  the  claims  of  it  from  that  period  to  1735  had  been  few 
and  partial.  The  Commons  tlierefore  resolved  that  the  claim  was 
a neiv  claim,  and  that  all  legal  measures  ought  to  be  resorted  to  for 
opposing  it,  until  a legislative  measure  should  be  taken.  ^ This 
declaration  of  the  Commons  was  never  followed  up  by  a law,  but 
the  claim  of  tythe  agistment  was  from  that  time  abandoned  by 
the  clergy,  and  has  neither  been  since  demanded  nor  paid,  and  the 
question  on  the  subject  supposed  to  be  entirely  at  rest.  It  was 
therefore  the  unanimous  opinion  of  His  Majesty’s  chief  servants, 
that  however  tythe  agistment  was  still  demandable  in  law,  yet 
that  after  such  a period,  viz.  sixty-five  years,  no  clergyman  could 
be  hardy  enough  to  demand  it,  that  tlie  recovery  of  it  would  be 
almost  impossible,  and  that  the  attempt  would  be  highly  unjust  and 
would  create  resistance. 

They  then  agi’eed,  in  which  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel  acquiesced, 
that  it  would  be  highly  politic  to  check  at  once  the  ferment  which 
was  rising  on  the  subject,  by  a Bill,  but  if  nothing  were  done  before 
the  recess,  the  mischief  which  might  happen  during  the  assizes 
might  render  any  further  remedy  of  no  avail.  Accordingly  the 
Lord  Chancellor  drew  a short  Bill  to  remove  all  doubts  on  the 
point,  and  to  enact  that  tythe  agistment  should  not  be  in  future 
demandable,  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  after  some  observations  upon 
Sir  John  Macartney’s  speech,  and  the  use  it  was  already  turned  to 
for  infiaming  the  country,  introduced  the  Bill  this  day,  when  it  was 
read  a first  time  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

This  measure  has  given  the  highest  satisfaction  to  our  friends, 
has  completely  disappointed  Opposition,  and  I doubt  not  will  re- 
ceive the  approbation  of  your  Orace  and  His  Majesty’s  servants. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Earl  of  Fingall. 


My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  26,  1800. 

The  letter  which  yom’  Lordship  has  done  me  the  honour  to 
address  to  me  in  the  name  of  yourself  and  of  the  Catholic  Peers  of 

^ The  question  was  debated  March  18,  commencing  suits  on  these  new  demands 
1735,  and,  among  others,  the  three  following  must  impair  the  Protestant  interest,  and  en- 
esolutions  were  carried: — 1.  That  the  de- , courage  the  Popish  religion.  On  this  question 
mand  of  Tythe  of  Agistment  for  dry  and  the  House  divided,  Ayes  110,  Noes  50.  3. 
barren  cattle  is  new,  grievous,  and  burden-  That  all  legal  means  of  resistance  should  be 
some  to  landholders  and  tenants.  2.  That*  made  use  of. 
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tliis  country,  accords  most  perfectly  with  the  liberal,  loyal,  and 
patriotic  hue  of  conduct,  which  your  Lordship  and  the  other  Peers 
of  your  religious  persuasion,  have  uniformly  pursued  during  the 
course  of  the  unfortunate  troubles  which  have  brought  this  kingdom 
to  tlie  brink  of  destruction.  When  I submit  the  contents  of  your 
Lordship’s  letter  to  His  Majesty,  I shall  not  fail  to  represent  the 
advantages  which  his  Government  has  derived  from  the  meritorious 
services  of  the  principal  Catholic  nobility  and  gentry  of  Ireland. 

I have,  &c., 

CORNW^ALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  28,  1800. 

It  is  with  the  truest  satisfaction  that  I am  enabled  to  submit 
to  your  Grace  tliis  evening,  the  joint  Address  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  to  His  Majesty,  accompanied  by  the  resolutions  they 
liave  passed  in  favour  of  a legislative  Union  with  Great  Britain. 

By  the  exertions  of  the  Chancellor  all  the  Union  resolutions 
passed  through  the  Committee  of  the  Lords  on  Monday  last,  with 
little  opposition,  except  from  Lord  Farnham  and  Lord  Bellamont. 
They  were  reported  on  Wednesday,  and  agreed  to  by  a majority  of 
50,  the  contents  present  being  48,  the  proxies  24  ; the  non-contents 
present  16,  proxies  6. 

Yesterday  the  amendments  made  by  the  Lords  were  brought 
down  to  the  Commons,  and  were  forthwith  taken  into  consideration, 
and  agreed  to  without  a division.  Lord  Castlereagh  then  moved 
an  Address  to  His  Majesty  m order  to  lay  the  resolutions  before 
him,  which,  after  some  observations  from  Mr.  O’Donnell  and  Mr. 
Dawson,  was  agreed  to.  The  Address  was  then  sent  to  the  Lords 
for  their  concurrence,  who  forthwith  approved  it,  and  it  was  resolved 
that  the  two  Houses  should  attend  me  this  day  at  four  o’clock, 
which  they  have  accordingly  done. 

The  resolutions  had  been  sent  up  from  the  Commons  in^an 
embarrassed  order,  which  the  Speaker  had  prevented  from  being 
rectified.  The  Chancellor,  however,  took  care  that  4his  defect  in 
the  proceedings  should  be  remedied,  and  by  His  Lordship’s  attention 
the  resolutions  were  sent  back  to  the  Commons,  in  the  form  and 
order  in  which  they  are  transmitted,  and  which  I trust  will  prove 
to  be  correct  and  satisfactory. 

I have  received  your  Grace’s  despatch  of  the  25th  instant  marked 
private  and  confidential.  I am  highly  gratified  by  the  marked  appro- 
bation which  His  IMajesty’s  servants  have  expressed  of  my  conduct. 
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Lord  Castlereagh,  to  wliom  I have  communicated  their  senti- 
ments respecting  his  exertions  and  abilities,  is  truly  sensible  of  so 
flattering  a testimony  in  his  favour.  But  when  I make  his  Lord- 
ship’s acknowledgments  to  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  for  that  testi- 
mony, I feel  the  sincerest  pleasure  in  saying  that  it  by  no  means 
exceeds  his  merits. 

I am  happy  to  find  from  your  Grace,  that  His  Majesty’s  servants 
see  every  probability  that  the  Articles  of  Union  may  pass  the  two 
Houses  of  the  British  Parliament  without  difficulty  or  delay,  so  as 
to  be  returned  to  this  kingdom  by  the  29th  of  April,  to  which  day 
your  Grace  proposes  our  two  Houses  should  adjourn.  I am,  how- 
ever, afraid  that  the  survey  which  is  preparing  of  the  boroughs  of 
Ireland,  will  not  be  entirely  completed  ’by  that  period,  and  as  it 
might  be  prejudicial  if  the  two  Houses  should  meet  till  every  detail 
for  completing  the  measure  of  Union  be  entirely  ready,  I have 
thought  it  right,  upon  consideration  of  the  subject  with  Lord 
Castlereagh,  to  propose  that  the  adjournment  last  till  the  12th  day 
of  May.  I trust  this  difference  in  point  of  time  will  be  of  no  con- 
sequence to  the  question  ; and  it  is  of  great  importance  that  Par- 
liament should  not  again  assemble,  till  every  measure  can  be  brought 
forward  with  despatch  and  accuracy,  which  may  be  necessary  to 
complete  the  Union.  j have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  29,  1800. 

I have  received  the  honour  of  your  Grace’s  letters  of  the 
26th  instant,  and  congratulate  you  very  sincerely  on  the  success  of 
Lord  Nelson  and  on  the  favourable  fall  of  Genoa  and  of  the  future 
exertions  of  the  Austrian  arms.^ 

Your  Grace  will  soon  have  been  relieved  from  the  apprehension 
of  extraordinary  delay  in  passing  our  resolutions  which  was  occa- 
sioned by  Lord  Clare’s  letter.  There  certainly  was  at  the  time  he 
wrote  great  appearance  of  ill-humour  and  dissatisfaction  amongst 
our  best  friends  in  the  House  of  Lords ; but  the  alteration  which 
I ventured  to  make  of  restricting  the  creations  to  one  for  tlwee, 
instead  of  two,  vacancies  until  the  number  shall  be  reduced  to  one 
hundred,  had  a wonderful  effect.  I propose  to  send  Mr.  Cooke  to 

^ The  rumours  of  the  day  were  unfounded.  relief  of  Malta.  Nor  was  Genoa  taken,  but 
Lord  Nelson’s  success,  the  account  of  which  intelligence  arrived  the  same  day  of  the  rapid 
reached  London  on  - the  night  of  the  26th,  advance  of  the  Austrians  under  Generals  Ott 
was  confined  to  the  capture  of  the  Genereux,  and  Klenau  to  invest  that  town,  which  it  was 
and  of  a fleet  of  transports  destined  for  the  believed  would  surrender  to  the  firstsummons. 
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England,  who  next  to  Lord  Castlereagh  will  be  able  to  afford  you 
the  most  useful  assistance  wliilst  the  Bill  is  passing  tlu’ough  the 
British  Parliament.  It  gives  me  very  sincere  satisfaction  to  find 
that  His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants  are  so  sensible  of  the 
extraordinary  talents  and  good  services  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  to 
whom  the  success  of  this  great  and  most  difficult  undertaking  ought 
in  justice  to  be  principally  attributed.  j 

Cornwallis. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  John  King,  Esq. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Sir,  . Dublin,  April  2,  1800. 

As  the  opposers  of  the  Union  in  England  will  probably 
build  much  upon  the  alleged  repugnance  of  this  country  to  the 
measure,  it  may  be  useful  that  Mr.  Pitt  should  be  in  possession  of 
the  declarations  and  petitions  wliich  have  at  different  times  appeared 
on  either  side.  I have  therefore  the  honour  of  enclosing  a list  of 
each.  The  petitions  presented  to  Parliament  have  been  more 
numerously  signed  than  the  addresses  and  declarations  in  favour  of 
the  measure,  which  were  in  general  studiously  confined  to  a superior 
description  of  persons;  but  the  preponderance  of  property  is 
undoubtedly  on  the  side  of  the  latter ; in  the  House  of  Peers, 
composed  of  so  large  a proportion  of  the  landed  proprietors,  and 
amounting  in  number  (including  bishops)  to  230,  not  more  than 
27  are  hostile  ; the  balance  of  property  in  the  Commons,  though 
not  in  the  same  degree,  is  strongly  in  favour  of  Union,  and  through- 
out the  kingdom  at  large,  I think  we  are  fully  warranted  in  assert- 
ing that,  however  numbers  may  stand,  the  measure  has  been 
supported  by  a majority  of  the  well-attached  proprietors. 

I have,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

P.S.  Underneath  is  an  abstract  of  the  best  analysis  we  have 
been  able  to  make  of  the  annual  landed  income  of  the  sujDporters 
and  opposers  of  Union  in  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament ; I believe 
the  whole  is  under-estimated : — 


For.  Against. 

Resident  Peers  £606,800  ..  £179,000 

Bishops 80,000  ..  6,000 

Commoners 268,900  ..  144,500 


955,700  ..  329,500 

Absentee  Peers 102,500  ..  29,000 


£1,058,200  £358,500 


1800. 


IRELAND. 


225 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Phoenix  Park,  April  5,  1800. 

. . . The  adjournment  of  our  Parliament  lias  afforded 

me  an  opportunity  of  getting  out  of  the  constant  worry  to  which 
I am  subject  at  Dublin,  and  of  looking  over  the . papers  respecting 
the  corps  of  Engineers.  . . . 

A considerable  flame  will  certainly  be  raised  in  the  country  by 
the  anti-Unionists,  but  I am  more  afraid  of  the  Yorkshire  clothiers 
from  some  private  hints  which  I have  received.  Our  patriotic 
Speaker  did  not  pay  an  idle  visit  to  Harrowgate  last  autumn.^ 

The  preparations  at  Brest  must  surely  be  intended  against  this 
country,  although  I am  not  clear  that  our  Ministers  are  disposed  to 
believe  it.  The  French  have  certainly  some  hazards  to  run  in  get- 
ting to  us,  but  so  they  must  whatever  may  be  their  destination,  and 
there  can  be  no  object  so  important  as  an  attack  on  Ireland. 

The  convention  with  the  French  in  Egypt  never  appeared  to 
me  in  so  bad  a light  as  it  did  to  some  of  the  people  in  power  at 
home,  and  I was  afraid  that  if  we  attempted  forcibly  to  oppose  it, 
we  should  drive  the  Turks  into  the  arms  of  France. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel. 

My  Lord,  Phcenix  Park,  April  9,  1800. 

Should  your  Grace  see  no  objection,  I shall  be  much  obliged 
to  you  if  you  will  authorise  Lord  Donoughmore  to  put  your  name 
to  a letter  to  the  High  Sheriff  of  Tipperary,  purporting  that,  as  the 
sense  of  the  county  was  fully  ascertained  by  the  respectable  meet- 
ing held  at  the  last  assizes,  you  see  no  occasion  for  again  convening 
the  freeholders  to  agitate  the  question  of  a legislative  Union. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


(Answered  instanter  that  I readily  consented  to  do  what  he 
requires. — C.  C.) 


' This  allusion  will  be  best  explained  by 
an  extract  from  a letter  from  Lord  Auckland, 
then  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to 
Viscount  Castlereagh,  written  in  April,  and 
dated  Wednesday,  f past  5. 

“My  dear  Lord, 

“ In  confidence — in  the  course  of  our 
discussion  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  candid 
of  the  deputation  told  me  this  moment,  that 

VOL.  III. 


Mr.  Foster  had  last  year  put  them  all  on 
their  guard,  when  he  was  in  Yorkshire,  by 
asking  what  would  become  of  their  woollen, 
trade. 

“ Believe  me,  &c., 

“ Auckland.” 

The  deputation  had  been  sent  up  from 
Yorkshire  to  oppose  several  parts  of  the  com-^ 
mercial  resolutions. 


Q 
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Edward  Cooke,  Esq.,  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

[Secret.]  Received  April  10. 

My  DEAR  Lord,  London,  April  5,  1800. 

I have  seen  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Mr.  Pitt  a second 
time.  The  Duke  is  anxious  to  send  you  the  needful.  Mr.  Pitt 
was  equally  disposed,  but  fears  it  is  impossible  to  the  extent.  He 
will  continue  to  let  you  have  from  8000/.  to  10,000/.  for  five  years. 
I hope  to  find  out  to-night  what  sum  can  be  sent.  . . . 

iMr.  Pitt  approves  of  your  taking  advantage  of  the  vacancies  m 
the  Civil  List.  Quere : Will  the  law  allow  you  to  increase  the 
number  of  the  Commissioners  of  Boards  ? He  approves  fully  of 
what  was  done  on  the  ilgistment  question. 

There  seems  to  be  entire  satisfaction  hi  my  Lord-Lieutenant’s 
and  yom*  conduct,  and  you  are  in  high  feather  here. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

E.  COOKE.^ 

Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Received  Apiil  11.] 

My  Lord,  mitehall,  April  7,  1800. 

I am  willing  to  believe  that  no  doubt  whatever  can  remain 
on  your  Excellency’s  mind,  that  the  maimer  in  which  you  have 
exercised  the  powers  entrusted  to  you  for  effectuating  the  great 
measure  of  Union  has  been  most  acceptable  to  His  Majesty ; and 
that  the  means  you  have  pm’sued  have  been  considered  by  his 
confidential  servants,  as  the  best  which  could  have  been  taken  to 
secui-e  the  accomjilishment  of  that  important  event.  I therefore 
think  it  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  approbation  which  I have 
already  expressed  to  you  of  the  determination  you  formed  to  con- 
cede to  the  ivishes  of  the  House  of  Peers  (whose  exemplary 
conduct  in  the  course  of  this  great  business  entitles  them  to  every 
possible  mark  of  consideration,  and  must  secm’e  to  them  the 
gratitude  of  their  latest  posterity),  a farther  limitation  of  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown  in  the  creation  of  members  of  that  illus- 
trious body ; nor  shall  I recur  to  the  alteration  which  Lord  Castle- 
reagh so  properly  consented  to  adopt  respecting  the  duties  on 
manufactm*ed  cotton,  except  to  take  notice  of  the  observations 
with  which  he  so  judiciously  accompanied  that  concession  in  his 
place  in  the  House  of  Commons,  as  well  as  in  his  conferences  with 

Wn  a later  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  dated  for  Ireland  to-morrow  morning;  I do  not 
London,  May  6,  Mr.  Cooke  says,  “ I set  out  come  quite  empty-handed.” 
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the  deputation  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturers,  in  which  he 
warned  them  against  the  possible  effects  of  such  requisitions ; but 
as  I have  hitherto  passed  over  in  silence  the  measiu'e  you  were 
forced  to  determine  upon  respecting  the  tithes  of  agistment,  I feel 
it  incumbent  upon  me  to  remove  every  degree  of  suspense  which 
you  may  have  experienced  upon  account  of  it,  by  assuring  you  of 
the  entire  concurrence  of  His  Majesty’s  servants  in  the  propriety 
of  it,  and  that  according  to  your  statement  of  the  cncumstances  of 
the  case,  had  time  admitted  of  it,  you  would  have  received  full 
power  to  act  exactly  as  you  have  done.  The  revival  of  a claim 
that  had  been  originally  brought  forward  and  treated  in  its  first 
appearance  in  the  manner  your  Excellency  has  described,  and  that 
has  now  lain  so  long  dormant,  places  the  motives  you  assigned  for 
it  beyond  a possibility  of  doubt ; and  although  the  candour  and 
good  disposition  of  the  churchmen  of  tliis  day,  and  the  general 
sense  of  the  laity,  would  have  afforded  ample  secm'ity  against  any 
attempt  to  establish  such  a right,  I cannot  be  sorry  that  means 
have  been  giv^en  you  to  quiet  every  apprehension  of  the  sort,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  do  justice  to  the  real  intentions  of  the  clergy, 
as  well  as  to  demonstrate  those  of  the  Parliament  and  of  Govern- 
ment. When  I had  the  honour  of  laying  before  the  King  your 
Excellency’s  despatch  of  the  27th  ult.,  containing  Lord  Fingal’s 
letter  to  you  of  the  7th,  and  your  answer  to  him  of  the  26th,  His 
Majesty  was  pleased  to  express  his  approbation  of  the  Earl’s 
conduct,  and  that  which  the  other  Peers  of  the  same  persuasion 
have  pursued  during  the  course  of  the  late  troubles,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  authorise  your  Excellency  to  assure  them  that  His 
Majesty  would  always  hold  their  meritorious  services  in  remem- 
brance. His  Majesty  did  not  fail  to  observe  the  caution  with 
which  your  answer  was  dictated,  and  the  attention  which  it  mani- 
fested to  the  sentiments  wliich  had  been  communicated  to  you  in 
the  despatch  I had  some  time  since  the  honour  of  writing  to  you 
upon  tliis  subject.  I have  had  the  pleasure  of  conversing  very 
much  at  lengHi  with  Mr.  Cooke  upon  the  subjects  which  you  gave 
him  in  charge,  and  I trust  we  shall  be  enabled  to  give  you  every 
facility  which  you  will  find  necessary  for  briuging  the  great  work 
you  have  in  hand  to  an  happy  and  glorious  issue  ; as  we  deemed  it 
our  duty  to  renounce  the  advantage  of  Lord  Castlereagh’s  assist- 
ance here,  we  are  sensible  your  Excellency  could  not  have  supplied 
his  place  with  more  ability  than  by  means  of  Mr.  Cooke ; you 
certainly  could  not  have  chosen  any  person  who  could  have  exe- 
cuted such  a commission  with  more  zeal,  fidelity,  and  talent,  and 
his  knowledge  and  experience  are  too  well  known  not  to  insure  us 
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every  assistance  that  can  be  wished  for,  in  enabling  us  to  return 
tliis  business  to  you  in  such  a state  as  mil  not  leave  you  in  any 
doubt  of  its  ultimate  success.  j have,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Pear  PoSS,  Phoenix  Park,  April  18,  1800. 

. , . You  are  quite  mistaken  if  you  suppose  that  I enjoy 

more  leisure  from  the  present  Parliamentary  recess.  On  the  con- 
trary, I am  more  occupied  than  ever,  as  Lord  Castlereagh  is  gone 
into  the  North  to  contend  with  Lord  Dowmshire,  and  has  taken 
Elliot  with  liim,  and  Cooke  is  in  England,  so  that  I have  all  the 
Civil  business  on  my  hands,  in  addition  to  the  Military  details, 
and  the  judicial  management  of  a considerable  part  of  the  country, 
which  is  principally  governed  by  martial  law.  But  if  I was  per- 
fectly idle,  I should  be  afraid  to  mention  the  idea  of  incorporating 
the  two  Ordnance  establishments  until  the  business  of  Union  is 
finally  concluded,  as  it  would  make  an  alarm  amongst  our  expectant 
friends,  who  would  apprehend  that  any  alteration  m our  Board 
would  abridge  the  means  of  making  good  our  engagements.  The 
nearer  the  great  event  approaches,  the  more  are  the  needy  and 
interested  senators  alarmed  at  the  effects  it  may  possibly  have  on 
their  interests  and  the  provision  for  their  families,  and  I believe 
that  half  of  our  majority  would  be  at  least  as  much  delighted  as  any 
of  our  opponents,  if  the  measure  could  be  defeated. 

I trust  therefore  that  Mr.  Pitt  will  be  able  to  return  the  Bill 
without  any  alterations.  Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Grisdale. 

Pear  Grisdale,  ' Phoenix  Park,  April  21, 1800. 

I received  your  letter  with  great  pleasure,  for  although  I 
have  not  much  time  to  write  to  my  friends,  I have  great  satisfaction 
in  hearing  from  them. 

Our  Union  is,  I trust,  in  a fair  way ; if  the  Bill  in  England  is 
framed  upon  our  resolutions  without  alteration,  I can  have  no 
doubt  of  our  success.  How  soon  that  measure  will  work  my  deli- 
very, I cannot  at  present  venture  to  guess.  The  word  Union  will 
not  cure  the  evils  of  this  wretched  country ; it  is  a necessary  preli- 
minary, but  a great  deal  more  must  be  done.  My  life  here  is 
wretched,  and  I long  to  pass  the  small  remainder  of  it  in  quiet,  and 
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am  determined  to  retire  as  soon  as  I can  reconcile  it  to  the  duty 
which  I owe  to  my  country.  . . . 

How  miserably  poor  Lothian  has  misused  talents  which  might 
have  been  useful  to  his  family  and  to  the  public ! I am  sensible 
that  he  has  a regard  for  me,  for  which  I ought  to  be  grateful. 

Singleton  is  gone  to  England  dming  the  recess  of  our  Parlia- 
ment, but  Mary  remains  with  me,  and  desires  her  best  compli- 
ments.  Dear  Grisdale, 

Sincerely  yours, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  April  22,  1800. 

. . . The  establishment  of  the  Engineers  ought,  in  my 

opinion,  to  be  the  most  favoured  branch  of  the  Military  service, 
because  it  requires  infinitely  more  science  and  application  to  dry 
study  than  any  other,  and  it  holds  out  fewer  inducements  to  the 
tinsel  and  pageantry  of  soldiering,  or  of  the  society  of  a jolly  mess, 
which  are  apt  to  operate  powerfully  on  young  minds ; in  short,  the 
admission  into  the  Engineers  ought  to  be  an  object  to  a clever 
young  man,  who  has  been  three  or  four  years  in  the  regiment  of 
artillery.  But  as  at  my  time  of  life,  and  with  the  sentiments 
which  I feel  towards  some  of  my  late  colleagues,^  it  is  not  likely 
that  I should  establish  any  important  reform,  and  as  I see  no 
prospect  of  any  essential  improvement  in  our  military  system  (for 
I am  afraid  that  a hea\'y  hat  and  feather,  a buttoned  coat,  and  a 
cursed  sash  tied  round  our  waist,  will  not  lead  the  way  to  victory), 
I shall  not  choose  to  hazard  any  ill-humour  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  of  artillery,  who  have  certainly  very  considerable  merit, 
and  shall  not  for  the  present  persevere  in  the  proposed  addition  of 
a Lieut. -Colonel,  although  in  my  conscience  I think  it  the  best 
part  of  the  plan,  and,  if  Lord  Howe  pleases,  the  'Other  part  of  the 
augmentation  may  go  on. 

The  anti-Unionists  have  hitherto  had  very  little  cause  to  plume 
themselves  on  their  success  in  the  country ; if  any  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  public  mind,  it  appears  to  have  been  in  favour  of  the 
measure,  and  Dublin  itself,  although  undoubtedly  very  averse  to 
the  Union,  is  in  a state  of  more  perfect  tranquillity  than  it  has 
ever  before  enjoyed.  The  Downshire  assizes  came  on  yesterday. 

‘ Lord  Cornwallis  alludes  to  the  Cabinet,  of  which  of  course  he  had  ceased  to  form  a 
part  when  he  went  to  Ireland. 
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The  grand  jury,  allowed  by  the  enemy  to  have  been  most  impar- 
tially chosen,  and  composed  of  the  persons  most  respectable  in 
point  of  character  and  property,  were  fifteen  to  eight  against  the 
^larquis.  Lord  Castlereagh  writes  from  thence  in  gTeat  spirits^. 
If  you  make  no  alteration  about  the  wool,^  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  success.  Believe  me,  &c., 

CORWALLIS. 


Lieut.-Colonel  Littlehales  to  Viscount  Donoughmore. 


[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  April  28,  1800. 

The  suggestion  contained  in  your  communication  of  the 
26th  inst.,  relative  to  the  freeholders,  who  are  tenants  of  Lord 
Llandaff,  has  claimed  that  attention  which  it  merits,  and  it  is  to  be 
presumed,  that  from  the  steps  that  have  been  taken,  the  exertions 
and  interference  of  Lord  Matthew  will  be  frustrated. 

I am  much  concerned  that  your  Lordship  has  put  that  construc- 
tion upon  Major-General  Hutchinson’s  letter  (which  I sent  for  your 
private  information),  that  neither  Lord  Cornwallis  nor  I placed 
upon  it,  and  his  Excellency  requests  that  in  the  event  of  your 
Lordship  having  vTitten  to  him,  you  will  take  the  trouble  of  doing 
away  any  impression  tliat  may  create  in  his  mind  the  least  anxiety 
or  disquietude,  as  I can  conscientiously  assure  you  that  Lord  Corn- 
wallis was  much  gratified  that  I had  heard  from  liim,  and  perfectly 
pleased  with  his  communication. 

I send  you  an  extract  of  a letter  from  Lord  Dorchester. 

The  article  of  the  Union,  in  regard  to  Eepresentation,  was 
carried  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  25th  instant ; Mr.  Grey 
moved  an  instruction  for  securing  the  independence  of  Parliament. 
The  object  was  to  reduce  the  Irish  members  to  85,  and  to  extin- 
guish 20  English  boroughs.  The  Committee  divided  176  to  36 
against  his  motion. 

Sfi  Alan  Gardner  ^ sailed  from  Torbay  to  cruize  off  Brest  on 
the  26th  current,  with  35  sail-of-the-line. 

I have,  &c., 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 


• Much  jealousy  existed  between  the  Irish 
and  English  manufacturers  of  wool,  the  latter 
of  whom  thought  the  former  had  been  too 
much  favoured.  The  English  manufacturers 
were  heard  before  the  House  of  Commons 
April  28  and  29,  but  the  evidence  did  not 


induce  the  House  to  alter  the  scale  laid  down 
in  the  resolutions,  which  were  carried,  May 
1,  by  133  to  58. 

^ Rear-Admiral  Sir  Alan  Gardner,  Bart,, 
afterwards  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  created  Lord 
Gardner  in  Ireland,  Dec.  29,  1800,  and  in 
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Earl  of  Dorchester  to  Lieut.-Colonel,  Littlehales. 

Dorchester  House,  April  25,  1800. 

. . . I had  the  honour  the  day  before  yesterday  of  re- 

ceiving yoiu  letter  of  the  18th,  and  should  have  been  extremely 
mortified  had  there  been  the  smallest  hesitation  on  your  part,  or  in 
the  opinion  of  my  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  suggesting  what  you  did  to 
Lord  Donoughmore.  I hope  the  measure  will  have  the  desued 
effect,  and  make  all  the  Bagwells  in  the  county  as  sensible  of  their 
own  stupidity,  as  we  are  of  their  duplicity.  . ^ . . 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  ' Phcenix  Park,  May  2,  1800. 

The  grand  Mediterranean  expedition  is,  I find,  given  up, 
which  affords  me  great  satisfaction,  as  I saw  no  possible  advantage 
that  could  be  derived  from  it,  that  would  compensate  for  a twen- 
tieth part  of  the  certain  loss  and  expense.  I mentioned  my  doubts 
on  the  wisdom  of  the  measure  to  one  of  the  Ministers,^  who  I believe 
did  not  himself  see  it  in  a very  favourable  light. 

We  are  most  impatiently  looking  to  the  decision  of  the  British 
Parliament  on  the  woollen  business,  on  the  event  of  which  I think 
the  success  of  our  great  measure  entirely  depends.  By  our  last 
express,  dated  Tuesday  night,  I understand  Mr.  Pitt  had  said  that 
he  thought  the  petitioners  had  made  out  no  case. 

It  appeared  evidently  at  the  last  assizes  that  the  Unionists  had 
rather  gained  ground  in  most  places,  and  Lord  Downshue  was 
totally  discomfited  in  the  county  of  Down,  and  sneaked  off  to 
Donaghadee,  on  liis  return  to  England. 

Nightingall  is  here  on  his  way  to I dare  not  commit 

any  more  to  paper.  Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


England  Nov.  15,  1806;  b.  April  12,  1742, 
d.  Jan,  1, 1809  ; m.  May  29,  1769,  Susanna, 
dau.  and  sole  heir  of  Francis  Gale,  Esq.,  of 
Liguania  in  Jamaica.  M.P.  for  Plymouth 
Jan.  1790,  to  1796,  and  for  Westminster  till 
created  a peer.  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  from 
Jan.  1790  to  March,  1795. 

* Probably  Mr.  Dundas,  but  the  letter  can- 


not be  found  among  his  papers. 

2 Colonel  Nightingall  had  just  received 
orders,  which  he  was  to  keep  most  secret,  to 
take  the  command  of  the  corps  to  be  em- 
barked at  Cork,  and  which  was  intended  to 
make  a false  attack  at  Quiberon,  to  mask  the 
real  intention  of  besieging  Bellisle. 
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Viscount  Castlereagh  to  John  King,  Esg. 

[Private.] 

IVIy  dear  Sir,  Dublin,  May  9,  1800. 

We  met  yesterday  and  have  adjourned  to  Monday,  by 
which  day  I hope  we  shall  be  fully  prepared  to  proceed  without 
intermission  ; the  Opposition  did  not  oppose  the  adjournment.  Sir 
L.  Parsons  expressed  his  surprise  that  Government  should  think  of 
reviving  this  odious  measure,  to  the  sincerity  of  which  declaration 
the  House  bore  general  testimony  by  a loud  laugh.  Our  friends 
were  with  few  exceptions  at  their  post  and  in  high  spirits ; Mr.  Pitt 
has  given  us  every  advantage  by  his  firmness  in  resisting  any 
alteration  of  the  articles  which  can  at  all  emban*ass  us. 

I have  written  to  Mr.  Rose  relative  to  the  counteracting  duties, 
which  seem  now  to  be  our  only  remaining  question. 

Ever,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private  and  Secret.]  Received  May  10. 

My  dear  Lord,  Whitehall,  May  7,  1800. 

. . . His  Majesty  has  just  informed  me  that  Lord 

Downshire  has  been  at  Windsor  on  Sunday,  to  justify  himself  to 
His  Majesty  for  the  conduct  he  had  pursued  in  opposing  the  ques- 
tion of  Union.  On  which  His  Majesty  observed  to  him,  that  if  any 
person  had  told  His  Majesty  that  he  (Lord  D.)  would  have  held 
such  a conduct,  H.  M.  would  have  insisted,  considering  what  had 
passed  between  them  (H.  M.  and  Lord  D.),  that  it  was  absolutely 
impossible.  I have  not  time  to  enter  into  further  particulars,  and 
can  only  add  that  His  Majesty  farther  observed  to  me,  that  by  the 
doubts  which  Lord  D.  stated  his  having  intimated  to  the  Major  of 
his  regiment  in  a private  letter  he  wrote  to  him  of  the  propriety  of 
his  (the  Major)  signing  the  petition  against  the  Union  as  an  officer. 
Lord  U.  admitted  that  he  was  conscious  of  the  impropriety  of  that 
proceeding.  ...  j have,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  May  13,  1800. 

In  consequence  of  the  assurances  I had  received  that  the 
Resolutions  on  the  subject  of  Union  would  arrive  previous  to  the 
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sitting  of  this  Parliament  on  yesterday,  I had  directed  the  neces- 
sary measures  to  be  prepared  for  commencing  business  as  early  as 
possible. 

About  two  o’clock  yesterday  I had  the  satisfaction  to  receive 
your  Grace’s  despatch  of  the  10th  instant,  inclosing  the  Kesolu- 
tions  as  agreed  to  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  together  with  their  joint  address  to  His  Majesty,  and 
desiring  me  to  communicate  them  as  speedily  as  possible  to  the 
two  Houses  of  the  Irish  Parliament. 

I accordingly  sent  a message  to  the  two  Houses,  of  which  the 
inclosed  is  a copy. 

In  the  Lords,  the  Chancellor,  after  presenting  it,  moved  for  its 
being  considered  on  Wednesday. 

In  the  Commons,  Lord  Castlereagh  moved  that  the  considera- 
tion should  take  place  to-day,  and  also  moved  a Committee  to  con- 
sider the  alterations  which  had  b.een  made  in  Great  Britain. 

This  Committee  will  report  at  four  o’clock,  but  it  is  not  certain 
that  the  alterations  can  be  agreed  to  this  day,  as,  should  Opposition 
object  that  they  cannot  be  prepared  to  agree  in  the  alterations  till 
time  is  allowed  to  consider  them,  it  may  be  necessary  to  concede  a 
day  or  two  for  that  purpose. 

Lord  Castlereagh  also  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a Bill  to 
regulate  the  mode  in  which  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and 
Commons,  to  serve  in  the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom,  are 
to  be  summoned  and  returned. 

This  produced  a short  debate.  Mr.  O’Donnell,  Colonel  Barry, 
Sir  J.  Parnell,  and  Mr.  G.  Ponsonby,  argued  that  such  a motion 
was  informal,  and  ought  not  to  be  pressed  till  the  House  con- 
firm the  proceedings  of  the  British  Parliament.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  supported  the  motion, 
on  the  ground  that  they  wished  as  early  as  possible  to  put  the 
House  in  possession  of  all  the  measures  necessary  to  complete  the 
Union. 

The  House  divided  between  five  and  six  in  the  evening.  For 
giving  the  leave  135,  against  80. 

Lord  Castlereagh  then  moved  that  the  Bill  should  be  printed 
and  read  a second  time  on  Wednesday.  His  Lordship  then  moved 
for  a return  of  hearth-money  and  window-tax  paid  by  the  several 
towns  sending  members  to  Parliament,  in  order  to  ascertain  those 
which  are  hereafter  to  send  representatives  to  the  Parliament  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 

The  .city  is  perfectly  tranquil,  the  tone  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  by  no  means  violent ; but  I am  not  yet  assured  as  to  the 
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line  Opposition  mean  to  adopt.  They  certainly  do  not  seem  to 
express  any  hope  of  being  able  to  defeat  the  measure. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  selection  of  the  boroughs  to  be  retained  was  a matter  of 
some  difficulty.  If  open  boroughs  only  were  to  be  chosen,  some 
of  the  most  corrupt  would  remain.  It  was  therefore  determined  to 
retain  those  which  paid  the  largest  sums  in  hearth-money  and 
window-tax ; and  on  examination  it  appeared,  that  whether  the 
criterion  to  be  adopted  was  only  the  payment  made  in  the  last 
year,  or  the  average  of  two  or  three  years,  doubts  could  arise  only 
in  the  case  of  very  few  boroughs,  namely  Mullingar,  Monaghan, 
Enniskillen,  Strabane,  and  Carrickfergus.  Ultimately  Carrick- 
fergus  and  Enniskillen  were  selected. 

Of  the  34  boroughs,  including  Dublin  University,  which  were 
to  continue  to  return  members.  Lord  Castlereagh  considered  that 
twelve  were  close,  viz.  Belfast,  Clonmell,  Armagh,  Shgo,  Carlow, 
Ennis,  Coleraine,  Tralee,  Cashel,  Dungannon,  Portarhngton,  and 
Enniskillen.  He  might  have  added,  Athlone,  Bandon,  Dundalk, 
Dungarvan,  Kilkenny,  Kinsale,  Lisburn,  Hew  Boss,  Wexford,  and 
Youghal;  as  in  each  of  these  boroughs  there  was  such  a strong 
prevaihng  interest  as  to  prevent  all  possibility  of  a successful 
opposition ; in  fact,  a contest  had  scarcely  ever  occurred  in  any  of 
them.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  12  only  were  really  open  boroughs. 
That  the  selection  was  a judicious  one  may  be  safely  inferred,  as 
no  opposition  was  offered  to  the  list  proposed. 


Colonel  Maitland  to  William  Huskisson,^  Esq. 

Dear  HuSKISSON,  Dublin  Castle,  May  14,  1800. 

. . . This  country  is  now  more  quiet  than  it  has  been  for 

years ; indeed,  if  it  continues  to  be  governed  on  the  principles  on 
which  Lord  Cornwalhs  acts,  I think  we  may  look  for  the  speedy  and 
solid  re-establishment  of  permanent  tranquillity  throughout  the  whole 
of  it.  But  it  is  his  conduct,  and  not  the  disposition  of  the  partys 
here  which  has  led  to  the  present  calm ; the  same  disposition  to 


* Ml’.,  afterwards  Right  Hon.  William  Hus- 
kisson,  b.  March  11,  1770,  killed  Sept.  15, 
1830,  by  an  accident  on  opening  the  first 
railway  completed  in  England,  Liverpool  and 
Manchester;  m.  April  6,  1799,  Elizabeth, 
dau.  of  Admiral  Milbanke.  M.P.  for  Mor- 
peth, Sept.  1796  to  1802;  Liskeard,  Feb. 
1804  to  1807  ; Harwich  to  i8J2  ; Chichester 


to  1823,  and  Liverpool  till  his  death.  Under- 
secretary at  War,  1796  to  1801  ; Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  1804  to  Feb.  1806  ; suc- 
cessively First  Commissioner  of  Woods  and 
Forests,  Aug.  1814,  Treasurer  of  the  Navy 
and  Pi’esident  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  1823, 
and  Secretary  of  State,  1827,  to  May,  1828. 
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violence  on  all  sides  wliich  originally  existed,  still  prevails,  and  if 
the  Orange  Government  had  for  a day  the  government  of  the 
country,  there  cannot  be  a doubt  their  violence  would  throw  it  back 
into  a state  of  anarchy  and  confusion. 

It  has  been  most  fortunate  indeed  for  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain,  that  the  Government  of  Ireland  was  put  into  the  hands  of  a 
person  whose  moderation  led  him  to  draw  a middle  line  between 
the  extremes  of  party  violence — whose  good  sense  has  induced  him 
to  discriminate  and  to  see  through  all  the  views  of  the  men  with 
whom  he  had  to  deal — and  whose  firmness  has  not  only  kept  in 
check  all  their  absurdity,  but  for  a time  has  completely  put  down 
all  their  hopes  of  following  and  succeeding  in  their  own  plans, 
which  must  either  have  ended  in  the  extirpation  of  the  inhabitants, 
or  the  ruin  of  the  country.  If  his  plans  be  hereafter  steadily 
followed,  Ireland  will  be  a jewel — if  changed,  a thorn — in  the 
British  Empire.  It  requires  a person  to  be  here  only  a day  or  two 
to  be  convinced  of  this,  for  though  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  measures 
may  some  of  them  not  be  popular  in  themselves,  still  from  the 
general  opinion  entertained  of  the  perfect  rectitude  of  his  intention, 
it  is  impossible  any  measure  of  his  can  be  unpopular,  because  such 
has  been  the  fairness  of  his  conduct  to  everyone,  that  all  are  con- 
vinced whatever  he  proposes  is  meant  for  the  public  good.  The 
success  of  the  Union  is  greatly  to  be  attributed  to  his  conduct  and 
not  to  management.  Yours,  &c. 

T.  Maitland. 

Maequis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross.  ' 

Dear  Boss,  Dublin  Castle,  May  18,  1800. 

You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  we  are  going  on  extremely 
well ; some  of  the  most  difficult  points,  especially  'the  selection  of 
the  boroughs  that  are  to  send  members,  have  been  carried  without 
opposition ; the  country  is  perfectly  quiet,  and  cannot  in  general 
be  said  to  be  adverse  to  the  Union.  We  are  to  have  a Parlia- 
mentary battle  on  Wednesday  next,  on  bringing  in  the  Union  Bill, 
and  if  we  then  make  as  good  a division  as  we  expect,  there  will  be 
little  further  contest. 

Lord  Castlereagh  has  improved  so  much  as  a speaker  as  to 
become  nearly  master  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; and  the  gratifica- 
tion of  national  pride,  which  the  Irish  feel  at  the  prospect  of  his 
making  a figure  in  the  great  political  world,  have  much  diminished 
the  unpopularity  which  his  cold  and  distant  manners  in  private 
society  had  produced. 
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Maitland  and  Niglitingall^  have  been  here  in  their  way  to 
Cork ; I can  say  nothing  more  about  them.  We  are  preparing 
troops  for  embarkation,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  that  we  find  it  very 
difiScult  to  pick  out  four  serviceable  battalions  from  the  corps  that 
were  completed  from  the  English  mibtia.  Affairs  look  ill  on  the 
Continent ; I wish  we  may  not  repent  our  last  message  to  Buona- 
parte. I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

From  the  correspondence  preserved  in  the  War  Department  it 
would  appear  that  Lord  Cornwallis  was  early  made  acquainted  with 
the  proposed  expedition. 

Colonel  Maitland  writes  from  Berkeley  Square  on  March  28, 
1800  : — ‘‘  I am  extremely  confirmed  by  the  favourable  opinion  Lord 
Cornwallis  seems  to  entertain  of  the  probable  success,  provided  we 
have  decent  troops.  In  a letter  to  me,  his  Lordship  says,  ‘ I was 
ordered  to  prepare  three  regiments  for  Sir  Charles  Stuart,  and 
selected  those  for  liim  wliich  were  reported  to  be  in  the  best  order, 
wjiich  renders  it  less  likely  that  you  will  be  able  to  get  such  men 
as  would  suit  you.  I should  therefore  recommend  you  to  get  two 
or  three  old  regiments  sent  to  Cork,  and  will  take  care  to  station 
them  in  the  most  convenient  manner  for  embarkation.’  ” 

In  another  letter  he  lu’ges  compliance  with  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
suggestion,  and  says  the  best  moment  for  acting,  is  when  Sir  C. 
Stuart  has  drawn  off  the  attention  of  the  enemy. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  May  20,  1800. 

I am  sensible  how  much  your  Grace  must  have  been  occu- 
pied in  consequence  of  the  late  horrid  attempt  on  His  Majesty’s 
life,  and  am  the  more  gTateful  to  you  for  the  communication  which 
you  have  been  so  good  as  to  make  to  me  on  the  occasion.  Not- 
withstanding the  warmth  of  our  late  political  differences.  His 
Majesty’s  providential  escape  will  afford  the  most  heartfelt  grati- 
fication to  his  Irish  subjects  in  general,  and  I am  convinced  that 
Unionists  and  Anti-Unionists  will  zealously  concur  in  the  warmest 
expression  of  their  congratulations.  j ^ 

CORN^^ALLIS. 


* They  were  about  to  embark  with  the  ex- 
pedition alluded  to  May  2.  Lord  Cornwallis 


had  selected  the  most  efficient  regiments  then 
in  Ireland  to  form  part  of  that  corps. 
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The  King  was  reviewing  a battalion  of  the  Guards  in  Hyde 
Park  on  May  15,  when,  in  one  of  the  volleys,  a ball-cartridge  was 
fired,  and  a Mr.  Ongley,  who  was  standing  about  eight  yards  from 
the  King,  was  severely  wounded.  Whether  tliis  was  an  accident, 
or  whether  it  was  intentional,  was  never  ascertained,  as  the  maij 
who  fired  the  shot  could  not  be  discovered.  The  same  evening,  as 
the  King  was  entering  his  box  at  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  he  was  shot 
at  by  Hatfield,  who  was  tried  for  high  treason,  but  acquitted  on  the 
ground  of  insanity,  and  confined  in  Bedlam,  where  he  died  Jan.  23, 
1841. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Dublin  Castle,  May  21,  1800. 

. . . We  have  got  through  the  two  material  points  of 

the  selection  of  the  boroughs  and  the  countervailing  duties.  There 
will  be  a debate  this  day  on  bringing  in  the  Bill  of  Union,  when 
we  expect  to  make  at  least  as  good  a division  as  we  have  hitherto 
done,  and  the  Opposition  say  that  perhaps  they  may  give  us 
another  day ; but  they  admit  the  thing  to  be  over,  and  that  they 
have  no  chance  either  in  or  out  of  Parliament. 

I can  hardly  form  an  opinion  respecting  my  own  stay  in  the 
country.  My  private  wishes  most  earnestly  prompt  me  to  endea- 
vour to  get  away  as  soon  as  possible,  whilst  my  public  duty  tells 
me  that  I ought  to  attend  to  circumstances,  and  not  to  press  for 
my  leave  to  return  if  there  should  be  a likelihood  of  its  being 
attended  with  serious  mischief. 

The  Ministers  know  very  little  about  this  country,  and  they 
take  an  interested,  violent,  and  prejudiced  party,  who  call  them- 
selves friends  to  England  and  to  the  Protestant  interest,  for  the 
people  of  Ireland.  If  a successor  was  to  be  appointed  who  should, 
as  almost  all  former  Lords-Lieutenant  have  done,  throw  himself 
into  the  hands  of  this  party,  no  advantage  would  be  derived  from 
the  Union.  This  party,  however,  must  be  treated  with  manage- 
ment and  attention,  and  I have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  retain  in  a 
great  degree  their  good  will,  and  at  the  same  time  to  have  acquired 
the  confidence  of  the  Catholics.  I am  sensible  that  if  the  gentle- 
men whom  I have  described  above  were  to  look  over  me  whilst  I 
am  writing,  they  would  smile  at  my  saying  that  I have  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Catholics,  for  the  first  principle  of  their  faith  is,  that 
the  Catholics  never  can  be  good  subjects  to  our  Government,  and 
would  cut  all  our  throats  if  they  could.  I have,  however,  pretty 
clearly  shoAvn  in  the  progress  of  the  great  measure  in  wliich  we 
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Lave  been  engaged,  to  all  those  who  have  eyes,  and  teinper  to 
make  use  of  them,  that  my  influence  on  the  Catholic  body  has  not 
been  inconsiderable.  Yon  will  easily  understand  that  I cannot, 
either  in  consideration  of  my  own  character  or  the  public  safety, 
leave  them  as  I found  them.  I have  raised  no  unauthorised  expec- 
tations, and  have  acted  throughout  with  the  sanction  of  the  Cabinet. 
The  period  of  my  return,  therefore,  however  ardently  I wish  for  it, 
must  still  remain  in  a degree  of  uncertainty. 

I wish  you  may  be  right  about  continental  matters,  I confess 
that  I am  not  so  sanguine.'  Pjelieve  me,  &c., 

• Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  May  22,  1800. 

I have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  when 
Lord  Castlereagh  yesterday  adverted  to  the  late  providential  escape 
whicli  His  Majesty  has  experienced,  the  House  unanimously  burst 
forth  into  the  most  general  manifestation  of  loyalty.  Sir  Lawrence 
Parsons,  on  the  part  of  Opposition,  took  the  occasion  of  declaring 
that  however  the  House  was  unfortunately  divided  as  to  the  great 
measure  in  question,  that  with  regard  to  affection  and  attachment 
to  their  Sovereign,  solicitude  for  his  preservation,  and  admiration  of 
his  virtues,  there  was  but  one  sentiment.  The  address  to  His 
Majesty  being  passed,  Lord  Castlereagh  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a Bill  for  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  His  Lord- 
ship  had  some  days  since  given  notice  that  he  would  make  this 
motion,  and  it  had  been  given  out  that  Opposition  intended  to 
muster  all  their  strength,  and  to  exert  all  their  abilities  to  resist  it. 
It  appeared,  however,  that  although  they  wished  to  bring  together 
all  the  opposers  of  the  question,  the  leaders  of  the  party  did  not  think 
it  prudent  to  debate  it.  Mr.  George  Ponsonby,  who  has  been  consi- 
dered as  tlie  chief  conductor  of  Opposition,  made  only  a very  short 
speech,  saying  that  he  considered  all  arguments  useless,  that  he  could 
not  hope  to  change  the  determination  of  the*  majority,  but  that  he 
would  still  oppose  the  measure  in  every  stage  till  its  conclusion. 
Upon  this  declaration  it  appeared  to  Lord  Castlereagh  and  the 
chief  friends  of  Government,  that  it  would  be  of  no  use  to  provoke 
a discussion  which  seemed  to  be  declined  by  the  leaders  of  Ojipo- 
sition,  and  the  debate  which  took  place  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Ball  ^ 

* The  surrender  of  Genoa  was  imminent ; had  crossed  the  St.  Bernard  six  days  before 
it  took  place  J une  4 : but  the  success  of  the  date  of  this  letter. 

Moreau  in  Germany  led  Lord  Cornwallis  to  ^ John  Ball,  a barrister,  b.  1755,  d.  1813  ; 
anticipate  serious  disasters.  In  fact,  Bonaparte  m.  Sept.  1791,  Miss  Osborn,  of  Dandiston,  a 
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and  Mr.  Gould,  two  barristers,  by  Mr.  O’Donnel,  Mr.  H.  Osborne, 
and  Sir  L.  Parsons,  on  the  part  of  Opposition.  Mr.  Ilolines,^  Mr. 
Martin,  Mr.  Latouche,  Sir  Henry  Cavendish,  and  Dr.  Browne  spoke 
on  the  side  of  Administration.  The  manner  in  which  the  debate 
was  conducted  showed  that  the  House  was  tired  with  the  discussion 
of  the  subject,  and  there  was  manifest  indisposition  to  enter  seri- 
ously into  fresh  debate. 

The  House  divided  about  eleven  o’clock  ; for  giving  leave  160, 
against  100.  Four  of  our  supporters  were  locked  out,  and  one 
friend  of  Opposition. 

Lord  Castlereagh  then  presented  the  Union  Bill,  and  an 
attempt  was  made  to  prevent  its  being  read,  but  after  a short 
resistance  it  was  read  the  first  time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to 
be  read  a second  time  on  Monday  next.  I understand  there  is  to 
be  a general  meeting  of  Opposition  to-day  to  consult  as  to  their 
future  conduct.  From  circumstances  which  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  there  is  much  reason  to  believe  they  will  not  adhere 
together,  as  many  gentlemen  were  most  unwillingly  detained  in 
town  even  till  yesterday.  The  city  is  perfectly  quiet,  and  has 
shown  no  sensation  on  the  subject  of  Union  since  the  recommence- 
ment of  business  after  the  adjournment. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Corn'wallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  May  27,  1800. 

After  the  Union  Bill  had  been  read  a second  time  yesterday 
in  the  Commons,  Mr.  Grattan  rose  to  oppose  its  committal.  He 
adverted  to  the  arguments  used  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  discussion  of 
tlie  subject ; he  went  tlwough  the  objections  which  had  been  stated 
by  the  Speaker  in  former  debates,  and  concluded  with  an  inflam- 
matory address  to  the  feelings  of  the  country.  He  emphatically 
stated  that  by  union  this  kingdom  would  be  reduced  to  a state  of 
slavery ; but  that  the  hberty  of  the  people  was  immortal ; it  would 
rise  again  like  the  sun,  and  the  nation  would  recover  its  rights. 

Lord  Castlereagh  thought  this  language  deserved  animadversion. 
His  Lordship  said  that  he  conceived  this  was  not  a period  to  argue 
the  measure  in  detail.  The  subject  had  been  so  often  and  so  fully 

Roman  Catholic.  Made  Second  Serjeant  in  Henry  Prittie,  Esq.  Comptroller  of  Stamps 
1806.  M.P.  for  Drogheda  from  1795  till  and  then  Secretary  to  the  Board,  from  April, 
the  Union.  1799,  to  Feb.  1824.  M.P.  for  Banagher 

‘ Peter  Holmes,  b.  about  1737,  d.  Oct.  29,'  from  1768  to  1790  ; Killmallock,  to  1797  ; 
1845;  m.  Feb.  22,  1765,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Doneraile,  to  the  Union. 
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discussed  by  all  the  abilities  of  the  House  and  of  the  nation,  that 
there  was  no  man  whose  mind  was  not  settled  on  the  subject ; he 
should  therefore  only  observe  on  the  close  of  Mr.  Grattan’s  speech. 
He  then  congratulated  the  House  that  Opposition  gave  up  every 
hope  of  immediate  resistance,  and  had  adjommed  that  measure 
sine  die  ; and  that,  despairing  of  present  convulsions,  they  were 
forced  to  deal  in  prophetic  treason,  and  to  predict  distant  rebellion. 
But  he  was  as  little  alarmed  with  their  prospects  of  future  con- 
fusion, as  he  had  been  terrified  by  their  menace  of  immediate 
resistance.  'He  then  censured  Mr.  Grattan  for  inviting  future 
rebellion  by  cloaking  it  with  the  idea  of  liberty,  and  he  asked 
whether  it  was  the  part  of  a good  citizen  to  excite  the  people 
against  a new  system,  which  every  man  felt  must  immediately 
become  the  law  of  the  land.  All  he  wished  was  that  the  measure 
should  have  fair  play,  that  it  should  be  left  to  be  judged  by  its  own 
merits  and  effects,  and  that  the  public  mind  should  not  be  poisoned 
against  it,  so  as  to  prevent  its  true  operation  being  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged. Sir  J.  Parnell  followed,  repeated  his  objections  to  the 
measure,  and  defended  Mr.  Grattan  from  the  imputation  of  trea- 
son ; and  he  limited  Mr.  Grattan’s  meaning  to  the  idea  that  the 
Union  would  prove  so  fatal  a measure,  that  the  Sovereign  would 
recommend  it  to  the  United  Parliament  to  dissolve  it. 

Mr.  O’Donnel  and  Mr.  May,  Mr.  Burrowes,  and  Mr.  Plunket 
spoke  afterwards ; the  latter  re-asserted  the  incompetence  of  Par- 
liament, argued  the  nullity  of  the  measure,  and  supported  Mr. 
Grattan  in  the  idea  that  the  people  would  be  justified  in  recovering 
their  liberties.  The  House  divided  early  on  the  question  of  com- 
mittal— for,  118  ; against,  73. 

Mr.  Grattan  then  rose  and  moved  that  the  Bill  should  be  com- 
mitted on  the  1st  of  September.  He  took  this  opportunity  of 
replying  with  much  acrimony  and  invective  to  Lord  Castlereagh’s 
animadversions,  and  endeavoured  as  much  as  possible  to  invite  per- 
sonal altercation.  He  made  general  charges  of  puerility,  arrogance, 
and  presumption.  He  said  that  Lord  Castlereagh’s  assertion,  that 
the  measure  was  agreeable  to  the  sense  of  the  people,  was  contrary 
to  known  fact;  and  that  the  assertion  that  he  was  exciting  the 
people  to  future  treason  and  rebellion  was  a direct  and  manifest 
untruth,  if  the  expression  of  prophetic  treason  was  in  the  shghtest 
degree  imputed  to  what  he  had  delivered. 

Lord  Castlereagh  rose  with  great  coolness  in  reply ; he  said 
that  he  never  should  enter  into  personal  altercation  in  that  House ; 
that  he  despised  that  parade  of  Parliamentary  spirit  which  led  to 
nothing,  and  which  denied  in  offensive  terms  what  had  been  never 
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uttered ; that  if  any  personal  incivility  were  used  to  him,  it  was 
not  in  Parliament  he  should  answer  it,  and  that  he  should  carefully 
avoid  making  himself  an  object  for  the  interference  of  the  House. 
His  Lordship  then  appealed  to  the  House  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Grattan’s  language,  and  the  fairness  of  those  inferences  he  had 
deduced  from  it;  that  he  had  stated  an  Union  would  produce  a 
state  of  slavery ; that  the  people  would  not  long  submit  to  the  loss 
of  their  liberty,  and  would  rise  to  recover  it;  and  his  Lordship 
then  asked  whether  the  result  of  this  language  was  not  a prophecy 
of  future  treason.  He  did  not  say  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
meant  that  the  treason  should  follow,  or  that  he  would  assist  in  it, 
but  he  argued  that  this  language,  however  intended,  might  produce 
treason,  which  if  it  were  not  used  would  not  happen. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  construction  given  to  Mr.  Grattan’s 
language  by  Mr.  Plunket  and  Sir  J.  Parnell : the  one  had  con- 
sidered it  as  justifying  resistance,  in  which  case  he  was  warranted 
in  the  inferences  he  had  used ; the  latter  had  explained  it  as  mean- 
ing a dissolution  of  the  Union  by  a measure  of  the  United  Parlia- 
ment recommended  by  the  Sovereign ; and  if  this  explanation  was 
given,  he  allowed  it  to  be  innocent  and  satisfactory.  His  Lordship 
concluded  a spirited  and  able  reply,  with  congratulating  the  House 
on  the  progress  of  the  Union  to  a state  of  permanent  stability.  It 
had  been  at  first  stated  that  the  measure  could  not  succeed,  as  it 
would  be  attended  with  immediate  rebellion.  That  ground  was 
given  up,  and  the  House  was  threatened  with  the  consequence  of 
future  resistance  and  insurrection.  But  this  menace  no  sooner  was 
uttered  than  it  was  retracted,  and  the  only  danger  which  threatened 
the  Union  was  stated  to  reside  in  the  United  Parliament,  who  here- 
after would  dissolve  it  and  separate  the  two  kingdoms  again,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Sovereign.  This  was  an  event  so 
highly  improbable,  that  if  the  permanence  of  the  Union  were  to 
rest  upon  such  a contingency,  he  could  wish  it  no  greater  security. 

I understand  Lord  Castlereagh’s  reply  gave  very  general  satis- 
faction, and  was  considered  as  a signal  proof  of  his  ready  judgment 
as  well  as  of  his  abilities. 

A second  division  at  this  period  took  place — for  .Mr.  Grattan’s 
motion,  87  ; against,  124.  A debate  then  took  place  on  Lord  Castle- 
reagh’s motion  for  committing  the  BiU  on  Friday  next,  which 
lasted  till  near  eleven  o’clock  without  anything  material  occurring. 
About  that  time  all  the  friends  of  Government,  who  had  not  ex- 
pected an  early  division,  were  arrived,  and  Opposition  declined  to 
divide  when  the  question  was  put. 

I do  not  believe  that  Opposition  mean  to  make  it  a point  with 
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tlieir  members  to  remain  in  town  any  longer,  but  it  is  intended  to 
make  resistance  by  speaking  upon  the  remaining  stages  of  tbe 
measure.  . I paye,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Edward  Cooke,  Esq.,  to  John  King,  Esq. 

[Private.] 

Dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  May  27,  1800. 

The  debate  last  niglit  on  the  commitment  of  the  Union  Bill 
took  at  first  a personal  tone.  Grattan  led,  and  after  a speech  of 
some  length,  concluded  by  saying  that  Union  was  slavery,  and  that 
the  people  would  rise  to  recover  their  liberties ; that  he  would  wait 
here,  here,  here — till  the  moment  arrived.  Lord  Castlereagh  repro- 
bated this  language,  and  called  it  prophetic  treason  and  rebellion. 
Shortly  the  House  divided — for  committing,  118  ; against,  73. 
Grattan  then  conceiving,  I suppose,  that  Lord  Castlereagh  stiU 
meant  to  pin  treason  upon  him,  made  a gross  invective  against  Lord 
Castlereagh.  Puerility,  insolence,  arrogance,  presumption,  w^ere 
dealt  by  him  liberally,  and  he  then  stated  that  he  had  obliquely 
insinuated  charges  he  dared  not  make  directly,  and  that  if  in  using 
prophetic  treason  Lord  Castlereagh  had  in  the  slightest  degree 
insinuated  that  he  meant  treason  or  rebellion,  or  professed  so  in  his 
speech,  he  was  guilty  of  the  most  foul,  direct,  and  manifest  untruth. 

Lord  Castlereagh  replied  with  dignity,  and  pretty  much  in  the 
manner  stated  in  the  Dublin  Journal,  except  that  he  said  that  he 
despised  the  idle  parade  of  Parliamentary  spirit  ivhich  led  to  nothing. 

Lord  Castlereagh’s  reply  raised  him  much  in  the  estimation  of 
the  House,  and  the  general  feeling  was  that  he  had  completely 
shaken  off  the  attack  upon  his  adversary.  He  felt,  however,  that 
all  was  not  quite  settled  and  explained  as  he  could  wash,  and  rather 
w^anted  to  send  Grattan  a message,  and  his  friends  have  with  great 
difficulty  dissuaded  him.  The  fact  is  that  the  whole  House  was 
completely  satisfied  ; he  rose  in  their  opinion ; there  was  no  rumom' 
that  it  was  expected  he  should  go  further ; we  thought  he  would  let 
liimself  dowm  by  doing  so,  and  that  it  would  be  quitting  the  high 
ground  on  which  he  stood.  I think  therefore  he  has  finally  acquiesced 
in  his  friends’  advice,  wliich  has  been  sincere  and  well  considered. 

Sir  J.  Crawfurd  ^ was  present,  an  impartial  man ; his  observa- 

^ Sir  James  Crawfurd,  Bart.,  b.  Oct.  20,  Hamburgh  from  1798  to  1803,  during  which 
1762,  d.  July  9,  1839  ; m.  March  2,  1792,  time  he  effected  the  capture  of  Tandy  and 
Maria  Theresa,  dau.  of  General  the  Hon.  his  companions.  Afterwards  Minister  at 
Thomas  Gage,  and  sister  of  Henry,  3rd  Copenhagen. 

Viscount  Gage.  He  was  British  Resident  at 
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tion  was  that  Lord  Castlereagh  had  fairly  thrown  (frattan  on 
his  back. 

We  are  all  perfectly  contented  with  what  has  taken  place.  AVe 
do  not  expect  any  more  divisions.  The  second  division  last  night 
was  124  to  87 ; afterwards,  when  the  House  was  full,  the  Oppo- 
sition would  not  divide.  The  debate  lasted  till  eleven.  No  new 
topics  have  been  started.  Be  so  good  as  to  show  this  to  Lord 
Camden.  Most  truly  yours, 

E.  Cooke. 

Makquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  May  28,  1800. 

. . . Under  these  circumstances  I have  not  been  enabled 

fully  to  comply  with  His  Majesty’s  commands ; but  I inclose  to 
your  Grace  two  papers,  which  I trust  may  answer  the  object  of  the 
Address.  The  first  is  a return  of  those  members  of  the  Irish  House 
of  Commons  who  hold  civil  offices  of  any  kind  whatever,  specifying 
the  salaries  annexed  thereto,  and  stating  the  nature  of  their  tenure. 
The  second  paper  states  those  offices,  the  holders  of  which  by  par- 
ticular Acts  of  Parliament  are  not  permitted  to  sit  in  the  House  of 
Commons  of  Ireland — from  which  it  will  of  course  appear  that  every 
other  office  in  Ireland  not  therein  enumerated,  is  tenable  with  a 
seat  in  Parliament.  ...  j have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  print  the  names  contained  in  this  list. 
There  were  56  members  holding  offices  at  pleasure,  of  whom  four 
held  also  offices  for  life ; six  had  offices  for  life  only,  and  nine  were 
King’s  Counsel,  or  had  patents  of  precedence.  Over  these  fifteen. 
Government  had  of  course  no  influence.  All  offices  created  pre- 
vious to  1793  were  tenable  by  members  of  Parliament,  except  some 
inferior  Revenue  appointments,  the  Secretaryships  of  the  Revenue 
Boards,  the  Assistant-Barristerships,  and  a very  few  others  of  little 
importance. 

There  was  some  difficulty  in  furnishing  those  lists  which  the 
Duke  of  Portland  had  called  for,  especially  the  second,  as  if  any 
error  had  been  committed  in  the  enumeration  of  the  excepted 
offices,  it  might  have  interfered  with  the  right  of  some  person  to 
sit  in  Parliament.  They  wei^  therefore  transmitted  as  memoranda, 
not  signed  by  any  responsible  person. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  June  3,  1800. 

As  the  time  is  now  drawing  near  when  we  shall  have  a 
difficult  and  heavy  account  to  settle,  it  becomes  necessary  that 
I should  lose  no  time  in  laying  before  you  such  part  of  the  engage- 
ments into  wliich  I have  been  obliged  to  enter,  as  will  require  the 
assistance  of  your  Grace  and  His  Majesty’s  most  confidential 
servants.  I enclose  to  your  Grace  lists  of  the  proposed  creation  of 
Peers,  of  the  promotions  in  the  Peerage,  and  of  those  to  be  recom- 
mended by  Government  for  the  Kepresentation.  The  first  should 
be  made  before  the  Union  Act  receives  the  Koyal  Assent,  in  order 
that  we  may  have  their  votes  in  the  election  of  the  representatives : 
the  second  should  be  deferred  until  the  election  has  taken  place,  and 
the  particulars  be  kept  perfectly  secret,  as  it  can  hardly  be  expected 
that  it  will  be  so  arranged  as  not  to  create  some  dissatisfaction. 

The  point  on  which  I am  most  pressed,  is  the  Pepresentative 
Peerage,  and  without  a small  addition  to  the  British  Peerage,  I do 
not  see  how  I can  extricate  myself  with  ^credit  from  the  most 
embarrassing  difficulties.  One  promise  only  of  a British  Peerage 
has  hitherto  been  made,  viz.,  to  Lord  Ely  ; but  after  the  eminent 
services  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  there  can  hardly  be  a doubt  of  His 
Majesty’s  conferring  that  favour  upon  Lord  Londonderry,  and 
I was  under  the  necessity  of  assuring  Lord  Ormonde,  who,  though 
a zealous  and  warm  supporter  of  the  Union,  was  very  pertinacious 
on  that  point,  that  on  account  of  my  near  connexion^  with  his 
family  I would  solicit  a Peerage'  for  liim  from  His  Majesty,  as  a 
personal  favour  to  myself.' 

The  addition  of  two  more,  making  the  whole  number  five, 
would  greatly  relieve  me ; and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  Lords 
Drogheda^  and  Carysfort  might  be  the  most  conveniently  selected 
for  that  honour,  the  former  being  the  only  Marquis,  and  the  first 
Irish  Peer  in  rank  who  does  not  enjoy  it,  and  the  latter  having  a 
claim  from  English  interest  and  connexion  to  strengthen  that  of 
his  good  services  and  disinterested  support  in  this  country.  For  the 
vacant  Kibbon  of  St.  Patrick,  I must  recommend  Lord  Altamont,^ 

^ Lady  Charlotte  Butler,  only  child  of  Anne,  dau.  of  Francis,  1st  Marquis  of  Hert- 
Richard,  1st  Earl  of  Arran  (son  of  James,  ford,  Master-General  of  the  Ordnance,  1770 
only  Duke  of  Ormonde),  m.  June  1,  1699,  to  1797;  Joint  Postmaster-General,  1797  to 
Charles,  4th  Lord  Cornwallis.  1806,  M.P.  for  Horsham  from  Sept.  1776 

? Charles,  6th  Earl  and  1st  Marquis  of  to  July,  1780.  Created  Lord  Moore  in  Eng- 
Drogheda,  so  made  June  27,  1791,  K.P.,  Field-  land  Jan.  17,  1801. 

Marshal,  Colonel  18th  Dragoons;  b.  June  29,  ^ John  Denis,  3rd  Earl  of  Altamont,  made 

1730,  d.  Dee.  22,  1822  ; m.  Feb.  15,  1766,  Marquis  of  Sligo,  Dec.  29,  1800,  K.P. ; b. 
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and  as  it  will  much  increase  its  value,  I wish  to  be  empowered  to 
invest  him  with  it  previous  to  the  installation,  which  will  take  place 
about  the  period  of  the  Parliament  being  prorogued. 

I have  on  this  occasion  thought  it  expedient  to  resist  all  appli- 
cations from  such  absentees  as  have  not  come  over  to  give  their 
personal  assistance  in  forwarding  the  measure  of  Union,  to  be 
Representative  Peers : none  under  that  description,  who  are  not 
already  British  Peers,  have  rendered  any  material  service ; and  I 
conceive  that  by  a general  exception  of  that  nature,  I shall  avoid 
giving  personal  offence  to  any  of  them,  but  I shall  save  His  Majesty’s 
Ministers  in  England  from  importunity,  and  prevent  jealousies  on 
this  side  of  the  water. 

Lord  Inchiquin  ^ wrote  to  me  early  in  the  business  to  ask  to  be 
made  a Marquis ; but  his  Lordship  has  no  Irish  influence  to  sup- 
port his  request ; if,  however,  your  Grace  should  wish  to  add  his 
name  to  the  four  mentioned  in  my  paper,  I shall  have  no  objection. 

In  the  proposed  creation  of  Earls  I have  to  observe  that  as  the 
late  Lord  O’Neil  and  Lord  Bandon^were  on  the  point  of  being 
promoted  in  Lord  Camden’s  administration  when  the  rebellion 
broke  out,  and  the  former  lost  his  life,  I recommend  that  they 
should  be  created  a few  days  before  the  others  to  give  them  the 
precedence : I have  promised  that  Lord  Donoughmore’s  Earldom 
should  descend  to  his  brothers  in  the  same  manner  that  his  title  of 
Viscount  does  at  present;  and  although  Lord  Gosford’s  son, 
member  for  the  county  of  Armagh,  took  a strong  part  against  the 
Union,  yet  as  his  Lordship  supported  us  both  in  the  county  and  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  is  of  an  ancient  and  loyal  family,  I did  not 
think  it  just  to  leave  him  out  of  this  promotion.  Lord  Kenmare’s 
conduct  gives  him  very  strong  claims  to  the  favour  of  Government, 
and  as  he  now  finds  himself  the  youngest  Peer  of  that  rank,  to 
which  his  family  have  thought  themselves  entitled  above  a century, 
I have  ventured  to  give  him  reason  to  hope  that  His  Majesty  will 
not  refuse  to  make  him  an  Earl. 


June  11,  1756,  d.  Jan.  2,  1809  ; in.  May  21, 
1787,  Louisa  Catherine,  dau.  and  co-heir  of 
Richard,  1st  Earl  Howe. 

* Murrough  O’Brien,  5th  Earl  of  Inchi- 
quin, and  1st  Marquis  of  Thomond,  so  made 
Dec.  29, 1800  ; b.  1723,  d.  Feb.  10, 1808  ; m. 
1st,  May  3,  1753,  his  cousin,  Mary,  Countess 
of  Orkney  in  her  own  right;  2nd,  July  21, 
1792,  Mary,  dau.  of  John  Palmer,  Esq., 
of  Torrington,  and  niece  of  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
nolds. The  Scotch  Earldom  of  Orkney  was 
conferred  Jan.  3,  1696,  upon  Lord  George 
Hamilton  (son  of  William,  Earl  of  Selkirk, 
and  Duke  of  Hamilton),  for  life  only,  with 


remainder  to  females.  Since  that  time  there 
has  been  no  Earl  of  Orkney  till  the  pre- 
sent Earl,  the  6th  in  descent,  succeeded  his 
grandmother,  Dec.  30,  1831.  Lord  Thomond 
was  created  Lord  Thomond  in  England  Oct. 
2,  1801.  M.P.  for  Liskeard  from  Oct.  1797, 
till  he  was  created  an  English  Peer.  The 
family  of  O’Brien  is  one  of  the  few  which  can 
prove  lineal  descent  from  the  Kings  of  Ireland. 

^ Francis,  1st  Lord  Bandon,  so  created 
Nov.  30,  1793,  raised  to  the  rank  of  Earl, 
Aug.  6,  1800;  b.  Nov.  30,  1755,  d.  Nov. 
26,  1830  ; m.  Feb.  12,  1784,  Catherine  Hen- 
rietta, dau.  of  Richard,  2nd  Earl  of  Shannon. 
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Your  Grace  may  be  surprised  to  see  the  name  of  Sir  John 
HennikerJ  who  is  not  an  Irishman,  in  my  list  for  a Peerage  ; but 
as  his  son,  General  Henniker,^  came  into  Parliament  here  at  his 
own  expense,  and  has  been  a steady  supporter  of  the  Union,  and 
assiduous  in  his  attendance,  and  as  it  will  a little  suit  my  provincial 
politics  in  England  to  do  a kindness  to  Sir  John,  I trust  that  his 
promotion  will  not  be  disapproved. 

I suspect  from  former  correspondence  that  your  Grace  will 
think  I am  doing  too  much  for  Sir  John  Blaquiere ; I hope,  how- 
ever, that  the  general  tenor  of  my  conduct  will  give  me  some  claim 
to  your  confidence,  and  I can  on  this  occasion  appeal  to  Lord 
Castlereagh’s  testimony  that  my  engagements  with  him  have  been 
of  service.  It  is  necessary  that  I should  apprise  your  Grace  that 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cuffe  ^ is  a natural  son  of  Lord  Tyrawley ; ^ but 
his  Lordsliip,  who  is  a good  politician,  contrived  to  make  himself  so 
useful  at  a certain  period  of  our  business,  that  I was  obliged  to 
promise  to  recommend  his  son  for  a Peerage ; I warned  him, 
however,  of  the  probability  of  His  Majesty’s  objection  to  his  attain- 
ment of  this  honom',  so  that  His  Majesty’s  servants  here  are  by  no 
means  further  committed  on  this  point,  than  in  stating  the  good 
services  of  Lord  Tyrawley,  and  in  expressing  their  wishes  that  he 
might  be  gTatified  in  this  favourite  object  of  his  life,  if  His  Majesty 
should  not  consider  the  circumstance  of  his  birth  as  an  insurmount- 
able obstacle.  If  his  Lordship  can  be  gTatified  in  this  instance,  it 
will  accommodate  the  administration  here  by  his  waving  his  claim 
to  the  Eepresentative  Peerage,  and  assisting  us  in  other  matters 
which  it  is  unnecessary  at  present  to  detail. 

Some  small  additions  or  alterations  may  stiU  be  necessary,  but 
I have  been  desirous  of  giving  your  Grace  a general  outline  as 
early  as  possible.  j p^ve,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


1 Sir  John  Henniker,  2nd  Bart.,  created 
Lord  Henniker,  July  30,  1800  ; b.  Lne  15, 
1724,  d.  April  18,  1803  ; m.  Feb.  24,  1747, 
Ann,  dau.  of  Sir  John  Major,  Bart.  M.P.  for 
Sudbury  from  1762  to  1768,  and  for  Dover 
from  1774  to  1784. 

^ Colonel,  afterwards  Lieut.-General, 
Brydges  Trecothic  Henniker,  3rd  son  of  Sir 
John  Henniker,  2nd  Bart.,  b.  Nov.  10,  1767, 
d.  July  3,  1816  ; m.  Sept.  25, 1791,  Mary,  dau. 
and  co-heir  of  William  Press,  Esq.  Created 
a Baronet  Nov.  2,  1813.  M.P.  for  Kildare 
borough  from  1797  to  the  Hnion. 

^ Lieut.-Colonel  James  Cutfe,  d.  Sept.  1828  ; 
m.  Miss  Caulfield,  dau.  of  a gentleman  of 
])roperty  in  Roscommon,  and  aunt  to  St. 


George  Caulfield,  Esq.,  of  Dunamere  Castle. 
Colonel  Cuffe  was  M.P.  for  Tulsk  from  1800 
to  the  Union,  and  for  Tralee  from  May  1819 
till  his  death. 

* James,  1st  and  only  Loi’d  Tyrawley,  so 
created  Nov.  7,  1797  ; b.  1747,  d.  June  15, 
1821  ; m.  Apidl  28,  1770,  Mary,  dau.  and 
sole  heir  of  Richard  Levinge,  Esq.,  of  Calver- 
ston.  He  was  sent  in  1762  as  Military  Am- 
bassador to  Portugal.  Commissioner  of  Bar- 
racks from  1772  to  1776,  when  he  was 
made  Superintendent-General ; Commissioner 
again,  Jan.  1784  to  1803,  when  he  was 
made  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Works. 
M.P.  for  Mayo  co.  from  1776  till  he  \vas 
made  a Peer. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry. 

Dear  James,  Dublin  Castle,  June  4,  1800. 

I yesterday  received  your  letter,  dated  the  31st,  and  about 
the  same  time  an  express  arrived  from  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
giving  accounts  from  the  Admiralty  of  the  saihng  of  the  Brest 
fleet ; this  event,  you  may  suppose,  diverted  our  attention  for  a 
time  from  internal  politics,  but  all  is  now  quiet;  and  a second 
express  has  just  announced  that  the  Brest  fleet  had  not” sailed, 
and  that  the  report  had  been  occasioned  by  one  of  our  ships  mis- 
taking Lord  St.  Yincent’s  fleet  for  the  enemy.  We  hope  in  the 
course  of  this  week,  or  at  latest  on  Monday  next,  to  pass  the  Union 
Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons ; some  of  the  most  respectable 
opposers  of  this  measure,  but  in  all  other  matters  staunch  sup- 
porters of  Government,  have  gone  out  of  town  ; the  party  is  break- 
ing to  pieces,  and  the  Ponsonbys  have  occasioned  great  disgust  by 
bringing  CmTan,  a most  disaffected  though  a very  able  lawyer, 
into  Pai’liament.  Notwithstanding  all  reports,  you  may  be  assured 
that  the  Union  is  not  generally  unpopular,  and  it  is  astonishing 
how  little  agitation  it  occasions  even  at  Dubhn,  which  is  at  present 
more  quiet  than  it  has  been  for  many  years. 

How’  soon  the  successful  issue  of  the  Pinion  will  efiect  my 
deliverance,  it  is  at  present  difficult  to  foresee  ; you  will  easily  con- 
ceive how  ardently  I wish  for  that  day,  but  I will  not  abandon  my 
duty  to  my  country.  1 

Cornwallis. 

jMarquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  June  7,  1800. 

Lord  Corry  yesterday,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  he  had 
given,  moved  an  Addi-ess  to  His  Majesty,  praying  that  he  would 
put  an  end  to  the  measure  of  Union.  The  Address  ^ I have  the 
honour  herewith  to  enclose,  and  your  Grace  will  perceive  it  to  be  a 
statement  of  all  the  arguments  and  topics  which  have  been  brought 
forward  at  different  times  by  the  speakers  in  Opposition  against  the 
measm’e,  and  that  it  is  intended  to  be  a record  of  their  objections. 

As  soon  as  the  Address  had  been  read  from  the  Chair,  Lord 
Castlereagh  said  that  as  it  appeared  to  be  the  wish  of  gentlemen  in 

' This  Address  fills  fifteen  printed  pages  of  many  days  by  a committee  of  the  leaders  of 
the  ‘ Votes.’  It  was  in  fact  a pamphlet,  Opposition,  and  I am  informed  the  ground- 
and  is  said  by  Mr.  Plowden  to  have  been  work  was  laid  by  the  Speaker.  It  took  fifty 
written  by  Mr.  Grattan.  Lord  Cornwallis  minutes  to  read.” 
says  (June  6),  “ It  had  been  pre|«iring  for 
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opposition  to  record  their  reasons  for  not  agreeing  to  the  measure 
of  Union,  and  to  place  them  upon  the  Journals,  he  should  not 
endeavour  to  defeat  their  intentions,  and  woidd  therefore  meet  the 
Address  by  a direct  negative. 

Mr.  Saurin  then  spoke  for  an  hour  in  support  of  the  Address 
with  much  energ}^  but  with  more  caution  and  moderation  on  the 
subject  of  the  competence  of  Parliament  than  he  had  hitherto  used. 
He  was  ably  replied  to  by  the  xVttorney-General.  ‘ Mr.  Egan, 
Mr.  Martin,  and  jMr.  Gould  followed.  Before  nine  the  House 


divided : — 

For  agreeing  to  the  Address  ..'...  77 

Against 135 


Majority ...  58 

The  Report  on  the  Union  Bill  was  then  received,  and  upon  the 
Question  that  it  should  be  read,  the  House  again  divided : — 


For  reading  the  Report 153 

Against 88 


Majority ...  65 

Upon  the  question  being  put  that  the  Bill  should  be  engrossed 
some  fresh  debate  ensued,  and  Mr.  O’Donnell  moved  that  instead 
of  being  engi*ossed  the  Bill  should  be  burnt.  This  produced 
warmth  and  indignation  from  several  members  on  the  side  of 
Administration.  Mr.  O’Donnell  was  going  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
when  Mr.  Tighe  seconded  it,  and  several  members  of  Opposition 
insisted  that  they  would  persevere  in  it.  The  Speaker  submitted 
to  the  House,  whether  such  a question  could  be  put ; this  produced 
some  discussion,  and  Mr.  Beresford,  after  stating  the  motion  to  be 
an  insult  on  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  said  that  if  any  gentle- 
man should  indecently  persist,  after  what  had  been  stated  by  the 
Chair,  to  make  a motion  which  was  an  affront  to  the  majority  of 
the  House,  he  would  move  a vote  of  censure.  This  menace  pro- 
ducing additional  warmth,  the  galleries  were  cleared,  when,  after 
some  explanation  and  discussion  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and  a 
wish  expressed  by  some  respectable  members  of  Opposition  that  the 
question  should  not  be  persevered  in,  the  Speaker  declared  his 
opinion  as  to  the  order.  He  stated  that  he  conceived  the  point 
w^as  new' ; he  recollected  no  precedent,  that  there  were  certain 
questions  to  which  amendments  could  not  be  made,  one  of  w hich 
was  the  question  of  adjournment,  another  that  the  order  of  the 
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day  be  read,  and  he  considered  tlie  present  question  of  a similar 
nature.  He  thought  also  that  the  motion  might  be  made  at 
a proper  time,  and  was  not  censurable  as  an  insult  to  the  House, 
but  he  was  of  opinion  it  could  not  supersede  the  question  wliich 
had  been  moved,  and  that  he  must  therefore  first  put  the  question 
that  the  Bill  be  engrossed.^ 

After  this  declaration  the  question  passed,  and  the  Bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a tim’d  time  to-day. 

I understand  that  Opposition  used  every  exertion  to  procure  the 
fullest  attendance  possible,  and  they  hoped  to  have  divided  104  ; 
but  several  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  country  dechned  their 
summons. 

Several  of  the  friends  of  Government  came  in  from  dinner  after 
the  second  dirtsion,  as  it  had  been  given  out  that  the  debate 
would  continue  to  a late  hour. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 


Dear  Boss,  Dublin  Castle,  June  7,  1800. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Union  Bill  was  received 
last  night  by  a majority  of  65,  and  tliis  day  it  will  be  read  a thii’d 
time  and  passed,  and  be  sent  to  the  Lords  on  Monday.  The 
greatest  satisfaction  is  that  it  occasions  no  agitation  either  in  to'VMi 
or  counti’y ; and,  indeed,  one  of  the  violent  anti-Union  members  com- 
plained last  night  in  the  House  that  the  people  had  deserted  them. 

This  country  could  not  be  saved  without  the  Union,  but  you 
must  not  take  it  for  granted  that  it  will  be  saved  by  it.  Much  care 
and  management  will  be  necessary,  and  if  the  British  Government 
place  their  confidence  in  an  Irish  faction  all  will  be  ruined.  The 
Chancellor  and  many  of  our  most  able  friends  are  bhnded  by 
passion  and  prejudice,  and  would  drive  the  country  into  rebellion 


' The  Speaker's  parliamentary  law  would 
seem  to  be  somewhat  unintelligible.  He 
appears  to  have  been  more  anxious  to  get  his 
friends  out  of  their  difficulty  than  to  uphold 
the  dignity  of  the  House.  The  Journals  of 
the  English  House  of  Commons  furnish  no 
precedent  for  any  similar  proceeding.  In 
some  few  instances,  but  none  later  than  the 
19th  James  I.,  rejected  Bills  were  ordered  to 
be  burnt.  On  the  3rd  of  June,  1772,  two 
Bills,  one  regulating  the  Corn-laws,  the  other- 
altering  the  Game-laws,  were  returned  from 
the  Lords  with  amendments,  of  a desci-iption 
which  would  now  be  considered  quite  unim- 
portant. The  House  of  Commons,  however, 


considei-ing  any  alteration  in  a Bill  imposing 
penalties  as  a breach  of  pi-ivilege,  fired  up  ; 
and  Governor  Pownall  and  Mr.  Whitworth 
proposed  to  reject  the  Corn-bill.  ’The  Speaker, 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  said  he  would  do  his 
part  of  the  business,  and  toss  the  Bill  over 
the  table.  After  two  hours’  debate,  and 
several  violent  speeches,  especially  one  from 
Mr.  Burke,  the  House  agreed  to  the  motion 
nem.  con.  The  Speaker  kept  his  w-ord,  and 
the  bill  was  literally  kicked  out  of  the  House 
by  the  members  who  sat  on  the  floor.  The 
Game-bill  was  treated  with  the  like  indignity. 
See  Hansai'd’s  Debates  of  that  date. 
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in  six  months.  Lord  Castlereagh  is  by  far  the  best,  but  I doubt 
whether  he  would  yet  have  firmness  to  control  the  violent  repre- 
sentations of  his  countrymen,  and  I trust  when  I retire  that  some 
Englishman  may  be  sent  over  who  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  acting 
for  liimself,  and  who  will  not  submit  to  be  governed. 

I most  sincerely  condole  with  you  and  Mrs.  Koss  on  the  death 
of  our  poor  friend  Digby,^  whose  loss  will  be  severely  felt  by  his 
family  and  those  who  knew  his  worth.  I am  sorry  too  that  a great 
personage  will  have  one  person  less  that  had  opportunity  and 
honesty  to  speak  truth  to  him. 

Kindest  compliments  to  Mrs.  Ross ; and 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Edward  Cooi^e,  Esq.,  to  John  King,  Esq. 


My  dear  Sir,  Dublin,  June  7,  1800. 

The  Union  Bill  passed  at  ten  to-night  in  the  Commons. 
Some  violent  speeches  from  lawyers  and  a curious  performance 
from  Dobbs,  who  argued  against  Union  from  Daniel  and  the 
Revelations. 

Lord  Corry  delivered  the  language  of  Opposition.  Adherence  to 
Saurin’s  doctrines — that  the  Union  was  carried  by  corruption — that 
it  was  against  the  wishes  of  the  people — that  he  would  assist  the 
people  to  revive  their  constitution — that  he  would  secede. 

He  then  left  the  House.  Soon  after  Plunket  rose  and  talked 
of  the  villany  of  Government.  Lord  Ormonde’s  brother^  called 
him  to  order.  The  House  grew  violent.  The  galleries  were 
cleared.  Plunket  continued  violent,  and  called  on  his  friends  to 
secede.  About  two-thirds  of  Opposition  left  the  House  in  a body. 
Many  very  respectable  characters  remained,  who  explained  their 
sentiments  and  reasons  for  not  seceding.^ 

The  Bill  was  then  passed. 

It  is  a great  day  over,  and,  all  things  considered,  over  well. 
Dublin  is  quiet. 


^ Mr.  Digby  had  married  the  only  sister  of 
Mrs.  Ross.  His  long  connexion  with  the  Court 
had  placed  him  on  a very  intimate  footing 
with  the  King,  to  whom  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  speaking  in  the  most  unreserved  manner. 
The  King  always  remembered  with  senti- 
ments of  sincere  gratitude  Mr.  Digby’s  con- 
duct during  the  Regency  question,  1788-9. 

2 Hon.  James  Butler,  b.  July  15,  1777, 
d.  May  18,  1838;  m.  Oct.  12,  1807,  Grace 
Louisa,  dau.  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Staples. 
Became,  on  the  death  of  his  brother,  Aug.  10, 


1820,  19th  Earl  of  Ormonde,  made  Marquis, 
Oct.  5,  1825,  and  created  Lord  Ormonde  in 
England,  July  17,  1821 ; K.P.  M.P.  for  the 
county  of  Kilkenny  from  1797  till  he  became 
a Peer. 

^ Lord  Cornwallis,  in  a despatch  to  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  dated  June  7,  gives  a similar  but 
much  longer  account  of  this  debate,  and  states 
that  the  language  of  several  of  the  seceders 
bore  the  appearance  of  real  discontent,  and 
seemed  to  threaten  future  opposition. 
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I am  called  over  by  family  affairs,  and  I hope  to  see  you  next 
week.  Most  truly  yours, 

E.  Cooke. 

The  termination  of  the  Union  Debates  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  marked  by  a very  theatrical  display  which  had  been  well 
organized  previously.  When  the  House  adjourned,  the  Speaker 
walked  out,  followed  by  41  members.  The  populace  out- 
side were  expecting  their  appearance.  Uncovered,  and  in  deep 
silence,  the  mob  accompanied  them  to  the  Speaker’s  residence  in 
Molesworth  Street.  On  reaching  it,  the  Speaker  turned  round, 
bowed  to  the  crowd,  entered  his  house,  and  then  the  whole  assem- 
blage dispersed  without  uttering  a word.^ 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  June  9,  1800. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I acquaint  your  Grace  that  when  the 
House  of  Commons  met  to-day  for  business,  Mr.  Dawson,  member 
for  the  county  of  Monaghan,  who  has  hitherto  been  an  active 
opposer  of  the  measure  of  Union,  rose  in  his  place  and  declared  in 
the  fullest  manner  to  the  House,  that,  as  it  had  now  received  the 
approbation  of  Parliament,  and  was  to  become  the  law  of  the  land, 
he  would  not  only  think  it  his  duty  to  pay  obedience  to  it  himself, 
but  should  exert  himself  to  induce  his  constituents  to  reconcile 
themselves  to  its  provisions.  He  was  followed  by  Lord  Maxwell, 
member  for  the  county  of  Cavan,  and  some  others,  who  severally 
expressed  their  determination  to  carry  the  Act  of  Union  into 
execution  to  the  utmost  of  their  power. 

Lord  Castlereagh  did  not  fail  to  use  this  opportunity  of  express- 
ing his  full  sense  of  the  patriotism  of  such  conduct,  and  to  give 
them  the  tribute  of  his  marked  approbation. 

The  House  was  highly  pleased  by  the  conciliatory  disposition 
which  has  begun  so  early  to  chsplay  itself. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  June  9,  1800. 

Having  received  repeated  assurances  in  your  Grace’s 
despatches,  that  His  Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  con- 
sider in  the  most  favom^able  light  the  services  of  those  who  should 

’ This  anecdote  was  furnished  by  a gen-  the  ‘Times’  which  gives  an  account  of  this 
tleraan  who  -received  it  from  contemporary  debate,  allusion  is  made  to  a scene  appa- 
authority.  It  is  not  mentioned  in  Sir  Jonah  rently  of  a similar  nature. 

Barrington’s  Memoirs,  but  in  the  number  of 
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assist  His  Majesty’s  Government  in  forwarding  and  accomplishing 
by  their  influence  and  exertions  the  great  measure  of  an  Union  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  I have  thought  it  my  duty  to  impress 
this  sentiment  in  the  manner  I deem  most  effectual,  and  to  take 
advantage  of  the  zealous  disposition  it  inspired. 

This  great  work  being  now,  I may  say,  completed  by  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Union  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons,  it  now  becomes 
my  duty  to  state  to  your  Grace  that  part  of  my  engagements  wliich 
it  is  of  consequence  should  be  carried  into  early  execution. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Union  Bill  will  pass  the  House  of  Lords 
in  the  course  of  this  week,  and  will  be  then  transmitted  to  Great 
Britain  to  be  there  passed  under  the  Great  Seal,  and  thence 
returned  to  me  with  a Commission  to  give  it  the  Koyal  Assent. 

It  is  provided  by  the  Act  of  Kepresentation,  which  that  Bill 
incorporates,  that  the  twenty-eight  temporal  peers  who  are  to 
represent  the  peerage  of  Ireland  for  theii’  lives  in  the  Parliament 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  shall  be  elected  the  day  after  that  in  which 
the  Union  BUI  shall  receive  the  Royal  Assent. 

And  it  is  therefore  of  essential  consequence,  both  in  point  of 
propriety  and  of  security  to  Administration,  that  those  persons 
whom  I shall  recommend  to  His  Majesty  to  be  created  Peers  should 
be  enabled  to  give  their  votes  upon  that  day. 

I therefore  inclose  herewith  to  your  Grace  a list  of  the  persons 
to  whom  I have  ventured  to  hold  out  a reasonable  expectation  that 
in  consequence  of  their  valuable  sendees  in  the  manner  I have 
alluded  to.  His  Majesty  would,  in  his  goodness,  raise  them  to  the 
rank  of  Peers  of  Ireland,  and  I am  to  request  your  Grace  will  lay 
my  wishes  upon  this  subject  before  His  Majesty  by  an  early  oppor- 
tunity, in  order  that  time  may  be  given  for  the  proper  letters  to  be 
signed  and  the  patents  to  be  passed,  which  wiU  require  the  space 
of  sixteen  days  in  passing,  as  only  one  patent  ^ can  be  sealed  in  a 
day,  before  it  may  be  necessary  to  give  the  Royal  Assent  to  the 
Union  Bill. 

The  list  which  I submit  may  appear  numerous,  but  I beheve 
it  hardly  exceeds  one  or  two  former  instances,  and  certainly  no 
period  ever  before  occurred,  at  which  either  the  attachment  of  the 
friends  to  His  Majesty’s  Government  and  the  interests  of  the  British 
Empire  was  of  such  essential  importance,  was  more  conspicuously 
displayed,  or  so  highly  deserving  of  favour  and  distinction. 

Tins  day  Lord  Castlereagh  will  proceed  with  the  business  which 
remains  to  be  passed  in  Parliament,  and  to-morrow  will  intro- 

1 This  singular  system  was  abandoned  precedence  of  Peers  created  on  the  same  day 
when  the  Peers  were  created  in  this  year.  being  detennined  by  the  order  in  which  they 
In  England  no  such  rule  ever  existed,  the  appeared  in  the  Gazette. 
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duce  the  Compensation  Bill,  which,  I trust,  from  the  secession 
which  has  taken  place,  will  not  be  long  obstructed.  This  Bill,  and 
the  other  necessary  measures,  may  probably  take  up  near  three 
weeks  before  they  can  pass  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the  Houses 
must  then  adjourn  for  ten  days.  It  is,  therefore,  my  present  inten- 
tion, unless  some  objection  should  occur  to  His  Majesty’s  Ministers, 
not  to  go  down  to  the  House  of  Lords  to  pass  the  Union  Bill  until 
all  the  Bills  shall  return  from  England,  and  then  give  the  Koyal 
Assent,  and  close  the  session  with  an  appropriate  speech. 

The  Union  Bill  being  returned  to  me,  it  will  ever  be  in  my 
power  to  go  down  to  the  House  of  Lords  and  pass  it,  should  I see 
any  circumstance  of  danger  or  apprehension  likely  to  arise. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

A List  of  Persons  recommended  to  His  Majesty  for  the  Dignity 
OF  THE  Peerage  of  Ireland. 

Charles  Coote,  Esq.,  is  heir  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  has  a very  con- 
siderable property,  is  member  for  the  Queen’s  County,  is  proprietor 
of  half  the  borough  of  Maryborough,  and  supported  an  expensive 
contest  to  return  General  Dunne  instead  of  his  brother.  General 
Coote,  who  could  not  attend  his  duty  in  Parliament  on  account  of 
military  avocations.  He  is  also  heir-at-law  to  Lord  Montrath, 
who  has  permitted  him  to  request  that  a new  barony  should  be 
granted  to  his  Lordship,  with  remainder  to  Mr.  Coote. 

The  Honourable  Clotworthy  Rowley,^  is  brother  to  tlie  Earl  of 
Bective,  member  for  the  county  of  Meath.  His  mother  is  eldest 
daughter  to  the  late  Mr.  Kowley  of  Summerhill,  whose  wife  was 
created  Viscountess  Langford  ; and  he  is  married  to  the  grand- 
daughter of  Mr.  Eowley  by  his  only  son,  who  is  deceased,  and  he 
also  inherits  great  part  of  Mr.  Eowley ’s  extensive  property.  He 
trusts  His  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  revive  in  him  the 
title  of  Langford. 

The  Right  Honourable  Sir  John  Blaquiere,  Bart.,  K.B.,  has 
exerted  liimself  through  the  whole  contest  of  the  Union  question 
both  in  and  out  of  Parliament  with  great  zeal,  has  exposed  himself 
personally  in  the  warmest  moments  of  debate  with  great  spirit,  and 
been  repeatedly  an  object  of  the  fury  of  the  populace,  who  twice 
attacked  his  house.  He  has  also  kept  the  friends  of  the  measure 
together  by  his  constant  conviviality.  Having  filled  offices  of  con- 
siderable trust  under  His  Majesty,  and  faithfully  served  him  for  a 

* Clotworthy,  1st  Lord  Langford,  so  dau.  of  the  Hon.  Clotworthy  Rowley,  M.P. 
created  July  30,  1800,  son  of  Thomas,  1st  for  Trim,  1790,  and  for  the  county  of  Meath 
Earl  of  Bective  ; b.  Oct.  31,  1763,  d.  Sept.  13,  from  1797  till  he  was  made  a Peer. 

1825  ; m.  Jan.  11,  1794,  his  cousin,  Frances, 
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long  series  of  years,  and  having  married  an  heiress  of  considerable 
fortune  in  the  county  of  Deny,  he  trusts  His  Majesty  will  raise  him 
to  the  dignity  of  the  peerage,  and  confer  on  him  the  title  of  De 
Blaquiere,  which  his  ancestry  enjoyed  in  France. 

Right  Honourahle  Lodge  Morres,  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  He  is 
of  the  family  of  Lord  Montmorris,  and  has  estates  amounting  to 
5000?.  a-year  in  the  counties  of  Kilkenny  and  AA^exford,  and  has 
given  a warm  and  useful  support  to  the  measure. 

Sir  James  Blackwood,  Bart.,  has  a fortune  of  10,000?.  a-year, 
chiefly  in  the  county  of  Down  and  the  borough  of  Killyleagh,  for 
which  he  is  returned,  together  with  his  friend  Mr.  Thussenden,  and 
Government  is  much  indebted  for  his  support  in  Parliament  and  in 
the  county.  He  humbly  wishes  that  the  dignity  of  a Baroness  may 
be  conferred  upon  his  mother,  with  remainder  to  himself  and  his  heirs. 

Sir  John  Henniher,  Bart.  His  son.  General  Hennilver,  is  upon 
the  Staff  of  this  kingdom,  and  having  brought  himself  into  Parlia- 
ment gave  the  measure  of  Union  a decided  support.  Sir  John 
Henniker  has  a very  considerable  property  in  England,  and,  in 
addition  to  those  reasons  which  have  been  more  pointedly  stated, 
the  conferring  a peerage  on  Sir  John  Henniker  would  be  higlily 
gi’atifying  to  his  son. 

Sir  W.  G-.  Newcomen,  Bart.,  is  a banker  of  eminence  in  Dublin, 
married  the  heiress  of  the  Xewcomen  family,  by  whom  he  has 
5000?.  a-year,  is  member  for  the  county  of  Longford,  has  been  long 
friendly  to  Administration,  and  in  the  measure  of  L'nion  has  been 
particularly  serviceable.  It  is  known  that  for  some  time  an 
attempt  was  made  to  injure  his  banking-house,  and  the  corporation 
of  the  city  publicly  addressed  him  to  give  liis  vote  against  the 
Union  at  the  most  critical  period  of  the  session,  when  he  withstood 
their  solicitation  with  firmness.  He  has  requested  that  His  Majesty 
would  confer  upon  his  wife.  Lady  Xewcomen,  the  dignity  of  a 
Baroness,^  with  remainder  to  his  heirs  male. 

Sir  Richard  Quin,^  Bart.  He  brought  himself  and  his  friend, 
IMr.  Casey,  into  Parliament  with  the  express  determination  to  sup- 
port the  measure  of  Union,  of  which  he  is  a zealous  advocate.  He 
is  of  a very  respectable  family  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  and  has 
a fortune,  unembarrassed,  of  above  6000/.  a-year.  His  object  is  to 
be  created  a Baron. 

* Charlotte,  Lady  Newcomen,  b.  1755,  d.  James  Coghlan,  Esq.,  of  Coghlan  House,  and 
May  16, 1817.  Created  Baroness  Newcomen,  widow,  1st,  of  George  L’Estrange,  Esq., 
July  30,  1800;  and  made  Viscountess  Dec.  4,  and,  2nd,  of  Colonel  Arthur  Blennerhasset. 
1804.  Created  Lord  Adare  July  30, 1800,  and  made 

2 Sir  Richard  Quin,  Bart.,  b.  July  30,  1752,  Earl  of  Dunraven  Jan.  22,  1822.  Sir  Richard 
d.  Aug.  24,  1824  ; m.  1st,  Aug.  22,  1777,  and  Mr.  Casey  were  returned  for  Kilmallock 
Frances,  dau.  of  the  first  Earl  of  llchester  ; Jan.  1800,  and  sat  till  the  Union. 

2nd,  Feb.  26,  1816,  Margaret  Mary,  dau.  of 
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Sir  Thomas  Mullins^  has  a property  of  above  10,000Z.  a-year, 
chiefly  in  the  county  of  Kerry.  He  is  not  himself  in  Parliament, 
but  has  given  his  support  to  the  measure  in  the  county,  and  by  the 

voices  of  his  son  and  of  Mr. , who  have  voted  according  to  his 

sentiments. 

William  Hare^  Esq.  He  and  his  son^  have  constantly  sup- 
ported the  Union,  and  given  a regular  attendance.  IMr.  Hare’s 
property  is  said  to  exceed  12,000?.  a-year,  in  the  counties  of  Cork 
and  Kerry. 

Joseph  Blake, Esq.,  is  member  for  the  county  of  Galway,  eldest 
son  to  Mr.  Blake  of  Ardfry,  also  has  a very  considerable  property 
in  that  county,  and  he  is  married  to  the  daughter  and  heiress  of 
the  late  Lord  Lowth,  by  whom  he  has  no  male  issue.  He  therefore 
humbly  requests  that  the  dignity  of  Baron  may  be  granted  to  him 
and  his  heirs  male,  and  in  default  thereof  to  the  heirs  male  of  his 
father. 

Henry  Sandford,^  Esq.,  has  a very  considerable  property  in 
Roscommon,  and  the  borough  of  Roscommon,  for  which  he  served 
and  returned  a friend  of  Government.  Having  no  children,  he 
hopes  His  Majesty  will  grant  him  the  peerage  wuth  remainder  to 
the  heirs  male  of  his  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  is  unmarried,  and 
not  likely  to  marry. 

John  Bingham,^  Esq.,  has  the  borough  of  Tuam,  for  the  seats  of 


‘ Sir  Thomas  Mullins,  Bart.,  b.  Oct.  25, 
1736,  d.  Feb.  29,  1822  ; m.  Oct.  5,  1775, 
Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Townshend  Gunn,  Esq.,  of 
Ratten.  Created  Lord  Ventry  July  30,  1800. 
His  son  William,  2nd  Lord  Ventry,  sat  for 
Dingle  Icouch.  Who  the  friend  was  has  not 
been  ascertained.  The  name  is  blank  in  the 
draft. 

2 William  Hare,  b.  Sept.  1751,  d.  July 
13,  1837;  m.  1st,  May  30,  1772,  Maiy, 
only  dau.  of  Henry  Wrixon,  Esq.,  of  Bally- 
giblin;  2nd,  March  5,  1812,  Anne,  dau.  of 
John  Latham,  Esq.,  of  Meldrum.  Created 
Lord  Ennismore  July  30,  1800  ; and  made 
Earl  of  Listowel  Jan.  12,  1822.  M.P.  for 
Cork  county  from  Jan.  1796  to  1797,  and 
then  for  Athy  till  he  became  a Peer. 

^ Richard  Hare,  afterwards  Lord  Ennis- 
more, b.  March  20,  1773,  d.  Sept.  24,  1827, 
V.  p. ; m.  June  10,  1797,  Catherine  Bridget, 
dau.  of  Robert,  1st  Lord  Clonbrock.  M.P.  for 
Athy,  1797,  to  the  Union,  and  for  Cork  county 
from  1812  till  his  death.  Both  father  and 
son  sat  for  Athy  at  the  time  of  the  Union. 
They  bought  their  seats  of  the  Duke  of  Lein- 
ster, and  voted  in  opposition  to  his  wishes. 
Their  interest  in  the  borough  was  estimated 
only  at  1200L,  the  Duke’s  at  13,800L 

^ Joseph  Henry  Blake,  b.  Oct.  5,  1765, 
d.  March  8,  1803;  m.  Aug.  18,  1784,  Louisa 
Catherine  Mary,  dau.  and  co-heir  of  Thomas, 


1st  and  only  Earl  of  Louth,  and  22nd  Baron 
Athenry.  M.P.  for  Galway  county  from  1790 
till  July  30,  1800,  when  lie  was  created  Lord 
Wallscourt.  The  Barony  was  (on  account 
of  his  father  being  a Roman  Catholic)  con- 
ferred on  him,  with  remainder  to  the  heirs 
male  of  his  father,  but  the  contingency  of  his 
dying  without  issue,  vita  parentis,  was  over- 
looked. This  event,  however,  did  take  place, 
and  at  Lord  Wallscourt’s  death  his  father  was 
still  alive  with  an  heir  apparent  only,  in  the 
person  of  a grandson.  Doubts  arose  as  to 
whether  in  law  the  peerage  was  not  therefore 
extinct ; and  although  the  young  man  suc- 
ceeded to  his  uncle’s  title,  neither  he  nor  any 
subsequent  Lord  Wallscourt  has  ever  brought 
the  question  to  issue,  by  claiming  to  vote  lor 
a Representative  Peer. 

^ Henry  Sandford,  b.  July  28,  1751,  d. 
Dec.  29,  1824;  m.  June  13,  1780,  Catherine, 
dau.  of  the  Right  Hon.  Silver  Oliver.  Created 
Lord  Mount  Sandford  July  30,  1800.  M.P. 
for  the  borough  of  Roscommon,  where  he  had 
both  seats,  from  1790  till  the  Union.  His 
brother  George,  3rd  and  last  Lord  Mount 
Sandford,  sat  for  the  same  borough  from  1783 
to  April,  1799. 

® John  Bingham,  b.  1762,  d.  May,  1821  ; 
m.  May  21,  1791,  Anne  Maria,  dau.  of 
Barry,  1st  Viscount  Avonmore.  Created 
Lord  Clanmorris  July  30,  1800.  M.P.  for 
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which  two  friends  of  Governinent  are  returned.  Mr.  Bingham  has 
a large  fortune,  and  is  married  to  a daughter  of  the  Chief-Baron. 

Henry  Prittie,^  Esq.,  of  Silver- 31ines,  in  the  County  of  Tipperary,  - 
was  formerly  member  for  the  county  of  Tipperary,  where  he  has 
property  of  8000Z.  a-year,  and  has  supported  the  Union  in  the 
county,  and  with  his  two  sons  in  Parliament. 

John  Preston,  Esq.,  of  Ballinter,  in  the  County  of  Meath,  is  of 
the  family  of  Lord  Ludlow,  has  a property  exceeding  5000^.  a-year. 
He  separated  himself  from  liis  old  political  connexions  in  order  to 
support  the  measure  of  Union,  and  was  anxious,  if  opportunity  had 
enabled  him,  to  have  procured  an  additional  vote  in  favour  of  it. 

Maurice  Mahon^  Esq.,  of  Strokestown,  in  the  County  of  Ros- 
common, is  not  in  Parliament  himself,  but  his  eldest  son  ^ is  member 
for  the  county  of  Koscommon,  who  being  embarrassed  by  the 
addresses  of  his  constituents  declined  attendance,  and  his  youngest 
son^  supported  the  question.  Mr.  Mahon  is  of  a very  ancient 
family  and  of  large  property. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  DuivE  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  June  9,  1800. 

. . . At  the  close  of  tliis  important  struggle,  it  is  but 

justice  to  our  friends  to  represent  to  your  Grace,  that  their  zeal 
and  fidelity  has  far  exceeded  what  I could  have  formed  any  expec- 
tation of ; some  perhaps  embarked  not  with  the  most  cordial  feelings 
to  the  measure,  but  all,  since  the  defection  of  the  Bagwells,  &c., 
have  acted  ^vith  perfect  honour,  and  many  of  them  with  a degree 
of  energy  which  I trust  will  recommend  them  to  His  Majesty’s 

...  I ^ 

Castlereagh. 


Tuam  from  1797  to  Feb.  1800.  The  two 
last  members  for  Tuam  were  the  Hon.  Walter 
Yelverton  and  Mr.  George  Vesey.  His  family 
repeatedly  contested  Mayo  county  with  the 
Brownes  ; and  the  duels  arising  out  of  these 
contests  were  celebrated  among  the  Connaught 
fire-eaters. 

^ Henry  Prittie,  b.  Oct.  3,  1743,  d.  Jan. 
3,  1801;  m.  Jan.  6,  1766,  Catherine,  dau. 
and  co-heir  of  Francis  Sadleir,  Esq.,  ofSopwell 
Hall,  and  widow  of  John  Bury,  Esq.  (the 
father  of  Charles,  1st  Earl  of  Charleville). 
Mr.  Prittie  was  created  Lord  Dunalley  July 
30,  1800.  Elected  for  Tipperary  county  in 
1761,  when  not  of  age.  He  sat  for  it  to 
1768,  and  again  from  1776  to  1790.  His 
eldest  son  Henry  was  M.P.  for  the  borough 
of  Carlow  from  1797  till  the  Union,  and  for 
Okehampton  from  1818  to  1826.  His  2nd 
son,  Francis  Aldborough,  sat  for  Tippeiary 
eounty  from  1806  to  1818,  and  from  March 


1819  to  1831,  but  was  not  in  Parliament 
before  the  Union. 

2 Maurice  Mahon,  b.  June  21,  1738,  d. 
Jan.  4,  1819;  m.  June  1,  1765,  Catherine, 
dau.  of  Stephen,  1st  Viscount  Mountcashel. 
Created  Lord  Hartland  July  30,  1800. 

^ Thomas,  2nd  Lord  Hartland,  Major- 
General,  and  Colonel  of  the  9 th  Dragoons ; 
b.  Aug.  2,  1766,  d.  Dec.  1835  ; m.  Oct.  16, 
1811,  Catherine,  dau.  of  James  Topping,  Esq., 
of  Whatcroft  Hall ; and  leaving  no  issue,  was 
succeeded  in  the  Peerage  by  his  brother  Mau- 
rice, at  whose  death,  Nov.  11,  1845,  the  title 
became  extinct.  M.P.  for  Roscommon  county 
from  Jan.  1800  to  1802. 

* Stephen,  Lieut.-Colonel  of  the  7th  Dra- 
goon Guards,  b.  Feb.  6,  1768,  d.  May,  1828, 
unm.  M.P.  for  Knocktopher  from  May,  1 800, 
to  the  Union,  and  for  Roscommon  county 
from  1806  to  1826. 
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The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  IMarquis  Cornwallis. 

[Most  Secret  and  Confidential.] 

^[Y  DEAR  Lord,  Whitehall,  Friday,  June  13,  1800. 

In  addition  to  tlie  despatch  I have  liad  tlie  honour  of 
writing  to  your  Excellency  upon  the  subject  of  the  Peerages  which 
you  have  recommended  to  be  created,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
open  to  you  at  length  and  without  reserve.  His  Majesty’s  wishes 
and  opinions  as  connected  with  that  subject,  together  with  those 
which  he  has  been  pleased  to  express  respecting  the  proposed  pro- 
motions in  the  Peerage  of  Ireland,  the  selection  of  the  Peers  who 
are  to  represent  the  Peerage  of  that  kingdom,  and  the  distribution 
of  British  honours. 

With  respect  to  the  fii’st  of  these  subjects,  as  I am  vdlling  to 
hope  from  not  finding  his  name  in  the  paper  of  reasons  for  the  pro- 
posed creations,  that  Lord  Tyrawley  is  become  so  sensible  of  the 
imjiropriety  of  persisting  in  the  wisli  he  had  urged  to  your  Excel- 
lency in  behalf  of  Colonel  Cuffe  as  to  withdraw  it  altogether,  I 
have  only  to  observe  upon  the  time  at  which  the  creations  should 
take  place,  which  if  it  does  not  materially  affect  the  issue  of  the 
election  of  the  Eepresentative  Peers,  so  as  that  a considerable 
number  of  them  would  be  likely  to  be  chosen  from  among  those 
who  had  opposed  the  Union,  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of  His 
Majesty’s  confidential  servants  that  the  creation  should  be  deferred 
until  the  Union  Act  has  received  the  Koyal  Assent ; and  if  the  fate 
of  the  election  should  be  exposed  to  a greater  hazard,  it  even  in 
that  case  is  thought  desirable  that  only  such  a number  of  creations 
should  take  place  as  to  obviate  that  risk.  But  His  Majesty’s 
wishes  in  this  respect  cannot  be  so  well  illustrated  as  by  my  inform- 
ing you  that  it  is  liis  opinion,  in  which  his  servants  entirely  concur, 
that  it  would  be  more  creditable  to  the  character  of  His  Majesty’s 
Government  that  five  or  six,  or  even  more  of  the  Eepresentative 
Peers  should  be  persons  who  had  resisted  the  measure  of  Union, 
than  that  the  exclusion  of  any  one  of  them  should  be  carried  by 
the  voice  of  a single  Peer  whose  creation  could  be  supposed  to  be 
ascribable  to  such  a purpose.  Such  being  His  Maje^y’s  senti- 
ments, your  Excellency  will  judge  how  averse  His  Majesty  must  be 
to  raise  any  person  to  that  dignity  for  the  purpose  of  his  becoming 
a candidate  to  represent  the  Peerage,  and  will  abstain  from  pressing 
a measure  so  highly  exceptionable  to  His  Majesty,  and  which  must 
either  be  opposed  and  resented  by' the  Peerage  in  general,  or,  if 
submitted  to,  must  prove  it  could  not  have  been  necessary  to  have 
VOL.  III.  s 
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made  any  addition  to  the  weigdit  of  Administration  among  the 
members  of  that  body. 

Gratifying  as  His  Majesty’s  condescension  in  all  other  parts  of 
this  request  must  be  to  your  Excellency,  you  will  not  be  less 
sensible  of  his  tenderness  to  the  order  to  which  we  belong,  by  the 
intimation  I am  directed  to  make  to  you  of  His  Majesty’s  further 
wishes,  that  if  the  creation  of  Peers  can  be  suspended  till  after  the 
election,  the  number  to  be  raised  to  that  dignity  should  be  so 
divided,  that  they  may  be  made  out  at  two  or  more  different  times 
between  the  election  and  the  day  on  which  the  Union  is  to  take 
place,  so  as  to  give  the  least  ground  for  jealousy  or  animadversion. 

Among  those  whom  in  the  proposed  promotion  in  the  Peerage 
your  Excellency  recommends  to  be  raised  to  the  dignity  of  Mar- 
quises, His  Majesty  has  expressed  a very  strong  wish  that  the 
honour  could  be  confined  to  the  Earl  of  Clanricarde,^  to  whom  the 
Earl  of  Inchiquin  is  to  be  added,  as  assurances  have  been  repeat- 
edly given  him,  that  His  Majesty  would  confer  that  title  upon  him 
whenever  any  Peers  of  that  rank  should  be  created.  His  Majesty 
is  the  more  anxious  that  this  honour  should  be  no  further  extended 
at  present,  because  the  titles  of  the  persons  proposed  for  it  are  of 
a date  which  would  so  little  justify  their  being  raised  to  such  an 
eminence,  as  to  give  such  umbrage  to  the  British  Earls  in  general 
as  would  bring  forward  a set  of  numerous  and  weighty  claims, 
which  would  create  serious  embarrassments  in  the  administration 
of  the  public  concerns  of  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  I am 
directed  to  observe  to  you  that  every  one  of  the  three  Earls,  except 
Lord  Bective,  is  to  have  some  mark  of  His  Majesty’s  favour,  and 
all  of  them  are  to  be  members  of  the  Legislature ; it  is  therefore  to 
be  hoped  that  you  will  be  able  to  prevail  upon ‘them  from  their 
known  attachment  to  His  Majesty’s  Government,  to  waive  their 
present  pretensions,  and  that  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  make  an 
exception  in  favour  of  one  of  the  three,  that  it  may  be  confined  to 
Lord  Ely,  whose  infiuence  is  so  extensive,  and  has  been  of  late  so 
usefully  employed,  as  to  make  it  less  objectionable  in  his,  than  in 
either  of  the  other  cases. 

The  expectations  of  Lords  Yelverton  and  Kilwarden  appear  so 
little  suitafrble  to  the  gravity  of  their  professions  and  characters, 
that  I cannot  but  feel  a considerable  degree  of  surprise  that  such 
ideas  should  have  ever  been  seriously  entertained  by  them ; for 
their  own  sakes  I am  persuaded  that  every  friend  they  have  on 

* John  Thomas,  13th  Earl  of  Clanricarde,  Burke,  Bart,,  of  Marble  Hill.  A General,  and 
b.  Sept.  22,  1744,  d.  July  27,  1808;  m.  Colonel  66th  Regiment. 

March  17,  1799,  Eliza,  dau.  of  Sir  Thomas 
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this  side  of  the  water  would  be  glad  that  they  had  remained  satis- 
fied with  the  place  they  at  present  hold  in  the  Peerage ; but  at  the 
same  time  if  their  wishes  have  been  represented  to  your  Excellency 
in  such  a way  as  to  make  it  unadvisable  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  them  being  reconsidered,  those  noble  persons  hold  too  high  a 
place  in  His  Majesty’s  estimation  to  incline  him  to  subject  them  to 
any  disappointment. 

The  two  other  subjects  which  I have  to  bring  under  your  Ex- 
cellency’s deliberation,  though  perfectly  distinct  in  themselves,  are 
from  various  circumstances  and  considerations  so  connected,  and  in 
many  respects  so  dependent  upon  each  other,  that  it  would  be 
inconvenient  to  treat  them  separately.  The  interference  of  His 
Majesty’s  servants  here  in  the  selection  of  those  who  are  to  repre- 
sent the  Peerage  of  Ireland,  may  at  first  sight  certainly  appear 
liable  to  objection,  and  to  be  a departure  from  that  line  of  conduct 
which  it  has  always  been  my  wish  to  observe,  and  which  the  con- 
fidence which  is  due  to  your  Excellency  would  naturally  prescribe; 
but  when  the  reasons  assigned  for  wishing  additions  to  be  made  to 
the  Peerage  of  this  kingdom,  arise  out  of  the  difficulties  which 
have  been  found  in  fixing  from  among  the  Peers  of  Ireland,  upon 
those  who  are  best  entitled  to  the  support  of  Government  in  the 
election  of  the  representatives  of  that  body,  it  would  be  inconsistent 
with  what  I feel  due  to  your  Excellency  as  well  as  to  His  Majesty’s 
service,  were  I to  withhold  any  observations  or  suggestions  which 
could  facilitate  so  important  an  arrangement,  and  which  could 
prevent  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  an  expedient  which  it  is 
so  desirable  to  avoid.  Supposing  then  Lord  Londonderry  to  have 
been  convinced  by  the  arguments  which  have  been  stated  to  him, 
and  to  see  the  advantage  of  being  himself  a Eepresentative  rather 
than  a British  Peer,  it  might  be  necessary  to  alter  four  of  the 
names  which  compose  the  list  of  Peers  which  I received  in  your 
despatch  of  the  3rd,  because  it  is  very  much  Llis  Majesty’s  wish 
that  at  this  moment  Lord  Ely  should  be  the  only  person  on  whom 
the  Peerage  of  this  kingdom  should  be  conferred,  and  His  Majesty 
is  disposed  to  hope,  that  if  Lord  Londonderry  is  not  admitted 
to  that  honour,  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  satisfy  the  Earl  of 
Ormonde  with  an  assurance  that  His  Majesty  wiU  include  him  in 
the  first  addition  that  is  made  to  the  Imperial  Peerage.  With  a 
similar  assurance  I have  reason ' to  believe  that  Lord  Carysfort  and 
his  friends  will  be  perfectly  satisfied,  and  considering  the  unfor- 
tunate state-  of  Lord  Drogheda’s  only  heir,  a place  among  the 
Representative  Peers  must  be  of  the  same  value  to  Lord  Drogheda 
as  an  English  creation.,  With  this  view  it  has  occurred  to  me  that 
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it  would  not  be  difficult  to  make  room  for  the  four  Peers  who  would 
be  to  be  placed  in  the  representative  body.  Sir  J.  Blaquiere  I 
consider  as  out  of  the  question,  for  although  His  Majesty  does  not 
object  to  comply  with  your  Excellency’s  mshes  in  making  him  a 
Peer  of  Ireland,  I am  sure  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  to  urge 
His  Majesty  to  let  that  creation  take  place  prior  to  the  election.  I 
look  next  to  Lord  Eossmore,  whose  age  and  infinnities  naturally 
suggest  his  unfitness  for  undeilaking  a duty  which  it  would  be 
painful  to  him  to  fulfill,  and  to  which  certainly  neither  the  place  of 
his  nativity,  nor  his  hereditary  fortune,  give  him  any  particular 
pretention.  With  all  Ins  amiable  qualities  (and  I know  him,  and 
I know  Ireland  too  well  not  to  be  sensible  of  them)  I should  ima- 
gine that  he  was  better  suited  to  an  Irish  residence,  than  to  an 
attendance  in  the  Imperial  House  of  Lords.  The  next  person  who 
has  occun’ed  to  me  as  fit  to  make  an  opening,  is  one  whom  it  is 
impossible  to  respect  more,  and  to  feel  a greater  regard  for  than  I 
do,  and  that  is  Lord  Carleton  ; but  the  situation  of  a Eepresentative 
Peer  and  of  a Cliief  Judge  seem  to  us  so  inconsistent  and  incom- 
patible with  each  other,  that  I should  be  sincerely  concerned  that 
an  attempt  should  be  made  to  place  him  in  a predicament  which 
would  subject  him  and  his  electors  to  the  observations  which  would 
attach  upon  the  choice  of  a person  so  circumstanced.  Did  not  the 
reasons  exist  which  have  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  offer  these 
suggestions  to  yoirr  Excellency,  I should  have  .thought  the  pro- 
priety of  proposing  a person  in  Lord  Carleton’s  official  situation  as 
a representative  of  the  Peerage  so  very  questionable,  as  to  have 
represented  such  a measure  as  one  which  should  not  pass  without 
very  mature  consideration.  My  knowledge  of  the  other  Peers 
Avhose  names  I find  on  the  list,  is  not  sufficient  to  lead  me  to  point 
out  any  one  or  more  whom  it  would  be  not  improper  to  remove  for 
the  sake  of  admitting  the  fourth  of  those  Peers,  for  whom  your 
Excellency  has  solicited  a place  among  the  British  Peers.  Should 
Lord  Londonderry  not  be  disposed  to  waive  or  suspend  liis  wishes, 
room  would  be  made  by  the  means  I have  suggested  for  the  other 
three,  and  if  a place  is  to  be  found  among  the  Eepresentative  Peers 
it  may  be  possible,  with  the  assurance  which  His  Majesty  may  pos- 
sibly be  so  gracious  as  to  authorise  to  be  given  to  Lord  Carysfort 
as  well  as  to  Lord  Ormonde,  that  in  consideration  of  his  necessary 
absence  on  account  of  his  mission.  Lord  Carysfort  may  be  induced 
to  decline  offering  himself  a candidate  for  the  representation  of  the 
Peerage.  But  I am  not  sufficiently  informed  to  speak  upon  this 
point  in  such  a manner  as  to  relieve  your  Excellency  from  the 
necessity  of  making  such  openings  in  the  list  you  sent  me,  as  may 
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make  room  for  the  eventual  expectations  of  four  of  the  Peers  whom 
you  have  proposed  for  British  Peerages.  Sensible  of  the  number 
and  magnitude  of  the  obstacles  with  which  you  have  had  to  contend, 
in  bringing  the  great  measure  of  the  Union  to  the  state  to  which 
it  is  now  happily  advanced,  and  of  the  difficulties  which  you  must 
have  met  with  in  this  part  of  the  arrangement,  it  is  with  great 
reluctance  that  I bring  any  matter  forward  that  can  open  a new 
source  of  trouble  and  embarrassment ; but  entitled  as  I conceived 
myself  to  encourage  the  expectations  of  Lord  Sheffield^  to  be 
recommended  to  a seat  among  the  Representative  Peers,  and 
knowing  that  Mr.  Pitt  liad  held  out  similar  encouragement  to  Lord 
Grandison,^  I cannot  but  represent  to  you  the  very  unpleasant 
situation  in  which  we  both  find  oui’selves,  by  the  omission  of  the 
names  of  both  those  Peers,  and  by  the  communication  of  the  rule 
which  has  been  laid  down  in  regulating  yoim  choice,  the  expediency 
of  wliich  I by  no  means  deny,  though  I in  particular  cannot  but 
feel  the  hardship  of  it,  as  Lord  Sheffield  was  certainly  no  less  able 
than  wilhng  to  have  exempted  himself  from  its  effect,  and  would 
have  done  so  most  readily  at  any  moment  that  it  had  been  huited 
to  him,  even  without  an  idea  of  its  being  a necessary  qualification 
for  his  being  a candidate  for  the  situation  of  a representative  of 
the  Peerage.  In  justice  therefore  to  him  I must  say,  that  he  can- 
not faudy  be  considered  as  coming  mthin  the  exception,  and  I look 
to  your  Excellency’s  friendship  to  obviate  the  disappointment  which 
I cannot  but  feel  in  common  with  Lord  Sheffield,  should  he  be 
excluded  from  the  representatives  of  the  Peerage,  or  to  suggest 
some  means  by  which  Lord  Sheffield  may  be  relieved  from  its 
pressure.  I am  persuaded  that  Mr.  Pelham,  as  well  as  myself, 
looked  vdth  confidence  to  Lord  Sheffield’s  being  one  of  the  Peers 
who  would  be  sure  of  being  placed  on  the  Government  list,  and  I 
liave  reason  to  know  that  Mr.  Pitt  entertained  that  opinion  as  con- 
fidently as  I did. 

I beheve  I have  now  not  omitted  any  of  the  subjects  wliich  it 
was  my  purpose  to  discuss  in  this  despatch,  and  it  wdl  only  be 
necessary  for  me  to  conclude,  with  recommendiug  to  yom*  Excel- 
lency to  endeavour  to  the  best  of  your  power  to  fulfill  the  wishes 
which  I have  had  the  honour  of  signifying  to  you  on  the  part  of 

* John,  1st  Lord  Sheffield,  so  created  of  Frederick,  2nd  Earl  of  Guilford.  M,P. 
Dec.  10,  1780,  and  promoted  to  an  Earldom  for  Coventry,  1781  to  1784,  and  for  Bristol 
(Irish  honours)  Jan.  22,  1816.  Created  from  Nov.  1790  to  June  1802. 

Lord  Sheffield,  in  England,  July  29,  1802  ; ^ George,  2nd  and  last  Earl  of  Grandison, 

h.  1746,  d.  Jan.  18,  1832  ; m.  1st,  1767,  .of  the  2nd  creation, b.  July  23, 1751,  d.  July, 
Abigail,  dau.  of  Lewis  Way,  Esq.;  2nd,  Dec.  1800;  m.  Feb.  10,  1774,  Gertrude,  dau.  of 
26,  1794,  Lucy,  dau.  of  Thonujs,  1st  Earl  of  Francis,  1st  Marquis  of  Hertford. 

Chichester;  3rd,  Jan.  20,  1798,  Anno,  dau. 
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His  Majesty ; but  more  particularly  to  employ  your  best  exertions 
in  resisting  the  creation  of  any  Irish  Peers  previous  to  the  election  ; 
in  confining  the  grant  of  British  Peerages  to  the  Earl  of  Ely  and 
the  Earl  of  Londonderry  at  the  farthest,  and  in  convincing  all  the 
Earls  who  are  recommended  by  you  for  Marquisates,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Earl  of  Clanricarde,  that  they  cannot  render  a 
more  acceptable  service  to  His  Majesty,  than  by  ceasing  to  entertain 
expectations  which  cannot  be  indulged  without  material  injury  to 
the  order  to  which  they  have  the  honour  to  belong. 

I am,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Secret  and  Confidential.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  June  17,  1800. 

After  having  passed  two  painful  years  of  difficulty  and 
anxiety,  my  prospect  had  begun  to  brighten.  The  spirit  of 
rebellion  was  almost  universally  subsiding,  and  the  great  and 
important  measure  of  Union  was  not  only  carried  by  a majority  in 
Parliament,  but  received  throughout  the  nation,  and  even  in  the 
metropolis,  with  less  ill-humour  than  could  have  been  expected ; 
and  many  of  the  most  respectable,  although  not  during  the  con- 
test the  least  violent,  of  the  anti-Unionists,  had  declared  that  they 
no  longer  wished  to  be  ranked  amongst  the  opposers  of  Govern- 
ment. But  your  Grace’s  despatches  of  the  12th  and  13th,  as  far.  as 
my  personal  feelings  are  concerned,  have  placed  me  in  a more 
distressing  situation  than  I have  yet  experienced.  In  the  most 
severe  trials  I have  hitherto  been  able  to  conduct  myself  - with 
a firmness  becoming  a man  of  honour  and  integrity,  but  now  my 
condition  is  so  much  altered,  that  I must  either  say  to  those  whom 
I am  about  to  disappoint,  that  I will  not  keep  my  word  with  them, 
Dr  acknowledge  that  I have  pretended  to  have  powers  which  I did 
not  possess,  and  that  I must  declare  my  engagements  to  be  void 
because  His  Majesty’s  ministers  have  refused  to  fulfil  them. 

Your  Grace  has  by  the  stroke  of  a pen  put  Sir  John  Blaquiere 
out  of  the  question  with  respect  to  the  Bepresentative  Peerage, 
but  you  cannot  by  the  same  means  put  my  breach  of  faith  out  of 
the  question.  That  object  was  actually  promised  by  me  in  the 
event  of  his  hearty  support;  he  has  performed  his  part  of  the 
stipulation,  and  now  that  his  service  is  over,  it  is  proposed  to  me 
that  I should  tell  him  that  it  is  out  of  the  question  that  I should 
obtain  for  him  the  reward  which  1 had  engaged  he  should  receive. 
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When  the  promise  was  given  I thought  that  I had  made  a good 
bargain  for  the  public,  and  in  the  progress  of  the  business  I have 
seen  no  cause  to  alter  my  opinion ; but  whether  the  agreement 
was  advantageous  or  otherwise,  I am  bound  in  honour  to  stand  by 
it,  and  I should  feel  myself  a degraded  man  if  I gave  my  consent 
to  its  being  set  aside. 

Your  Grace  and  His  Majesty's  confidential  servants  do  not 
appear  to  be  aware  of  the  difficulties  in  which  we  should  be  involved 
by  deferring  the  creation  of  the  Peers  until  the  Union  Act  has 
received  the  Koyal  Assent.  For  although  I admit  that  it  would  be 
a matter  of  very  little  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  Empire, 
whether  five  or  six  Unionist  or  anti-Unionist  Peers  should  sit  in 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  yet  I must  contend  that  it  would  be  of 
great  consequence  to  the  person  in  whom  the  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  this  kingdom  was  imposed,  if  the  former  should,  after  the 
assurances  they  had  received,  have  any  colour  for  imputing  their 
disappointment  to  what  they  might  deem  his  treacherous  delay ; 
and  it  seems  a degradation  not  altogether  consistent  with  the 
nature  of  the  distinction  intended  for  the  individuals  in  question, 
so  to  manage  their  creation  as  studiously  to  deprive  them  of  all 
interference  in  the  delegation  from  the  body  to  which  they  are 
hereafter  to  belong,  and  to  the  interests  of  which  they  are  to  be 
associated. 

The  whole  number  of  Peerages  recommended  are  sixteen,  one 
of  which  (Colonel  Coote’s)  is  only  reversionary  after  the  death  of 
Lord  Montrath,  and  two  are  to  be  given  to  females  (viz..  Ladies 
Newcomen  and  Blackwood),  which  cannot  affect  the  election.  In 
the  month  of  June,  1796,  at  the  period  of  the  general  election,  one 
Viscount  and  fourteen  Barons  were  created  in  England,  which 
circumstance,  in  addition  to  these  favours  being  indispensable  to  the 
success  of  the  measure,  led  me  to  suppose  that  sixteen  would  not 
be  thought  an  unreasonable  number  on  so  important  an  occasion  as 
that  of  uniting  the  two  kingdoms,  by  which  act  His  Majesty’s 
future  power  of  creating  Irish  Peers  is  so  much  circumscribed. 

I beg  leave  to  assure  your  Grace,  that  I have  not  made  Lord 
Tyrawley  or  any  other  person  in  this  country  sensible  of  the  impro- 
priety of  their  pretensions,  nor  have  I the  most  distant  hope  of 
succeeding  in  an  attempt  of  this  nature  in  any  one  of  the  instances 
in  which  you  have  recommended  that  I should  make  the  trial.  In 
the  case  of  Lord  Tyrawley  however,  as  your  Grace  will  have  seen 
by  my  despatch,  dated  the  3rd  instant,  I only  promised  to  recom- 
mend his  son,  but  did  not  hold  out  any  sanguine  hopes  of  success. 

Every  possible  argument  was  used  by  Lord  Castlereagh  and 
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myself  to  persuade  Colonel  Blake  and  Mr.  Sandford  not  to  insist  on 
having  their  Peerages  granted  with  remainder  to  the  children  of 
their  brothers,  but  they  positively  refused  to  accept  their  honours 
on  any  other  condition. 

I am  so  overcome  by  your  (trace’s  letter  that  I know  not  how  to 
l)roceed  in  the  mortifying  detail ; there  was  no  sacrifice  that  I should 
not  have  been  happy  to  make  for  the  service  of  my  king  and 
country,  except  that  of  my  honour.  The  mischief,  however,  will 
not  end  with  my  disgrace,  but  the  confidence  in  the  English 
Government  will  be  shaken,  and  the  ill-humour  of  our  disappointed 
supporters  will  greatly  retard  the  benefits  which  might  have  been 
expected  from  the  measure,  and  will  not  tend  to  strengthen  the 
hands  of  my  successor.  I stated  to  your  Grace  in  my  former  letter 
what  I had  said  to  Lord  Ormonde ; if  I should  now  tell  him  that 
His  Majesty  has  refused  the  boon  which  I asked  as  a personal 
favour  to  myself,  he  will  not  believe  that  I have  pressed  it  in  a 
manner  that  he  had  a right  to  expect,  and  it  is  then  likely  that 
there  will  be  an  end  of  all  intercourse  between  us.  I have  had  no 
communication  with  Lord  Londonderry  on  the  subject  of  a British 
Peerage,  but  I felt  that  it  ought  to  be  ofiered  to  him  on  account  of 
the  eminent  services  of  his  son.  To  Lord  Carysfort  I am  under 
the  strictest  engagement  that  he  shall  have  the  interest  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  Eepresentative  Peerage,  if  he  should  not  be  made  a 
Peer  of  Great  Britain. 

Lord  Drogheda,  who  was  mentioned  amongst  the  candidates 
for  a British  Peerage,  has  a second  son  who  is  a very  promising 
youth,  but  I stated  his  pretensions  chiefly  for  the  pm^pose  of 
assisting  my  arrangements  for  the  Eepresentative  Peerage. 

Lord  Ely,  who  never  willingly  relinquished  anything,  has  a 
promise  of  being  made  a Marquis,  which  I understood  from  Lord 
Castlereagh  was  authorised  from  England  in  a letter  written  by 
]Mr.  Pitt,  and  transmitted  by  your  Grace  to  him.  Lord  Altamont 
has  likewise  my  promise  of  the  same  honour.  Lord  Bective, 
however,  who,  besides  his  strong  support  of  three  members  in 
Parliament,  has  exerted  with  success  the  powerful  influence  which 
his  great  property  gives  him  in  the  county  of  Meath,  in  counter- 
acting the  efforts  of  the  anti-Unionists,  will  naturally  be  much 
dissatisfied  if  he  receives  no  mark  of  favour,  when  he  sees  Lord 
Altamont  invested  with  the  order  of  St.  Patrick,  which  I know 
Lord  Bective  wished  to  have,  and  Lord  Inchiquin,  who  has  not  the 
smallest  weight  or  consequence  in  this  country,  promoted  to  a 
Marquisate. 

Neither  Lords  Yelverton  or  Kil warden  have  asked  for  promo- 
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tioii  in  the  Peerage,  though  I understood  it  would  be  peculiarly 
grateful  to  the  latter,  but  I thought  it  an  attention  due  to  their 
able  and  meritorious  conduct  on  this  occasion,  to  make  the  offer  to 
them  if  it  had  met  with  His  Majesty’s  approbation. 

I gave  my  consent  to  the  nomination  of  Lord  Carleton  for  a 
Eepresentative  Peer  on  the  supposition  only  of  his  retiring  from 
the  Bench,  which  he  seems  to  think  his  ill-state  of  health  will 
render  necessary,  but  the  propriety  of  his  superannuation  is  a 
matter  at  present  by  no  means  decided. 

I doubt  very  much  whether  any  influence  which  this  Govern- 
ment could  exert  in  the  House  of  Lords  would  procure  the  election 
of  Lords  Grandison  and  Sheffield,  and  especially  of  the  latter,  as 
great  pains  have  been  taken  by  the  enemies  of  the  Union  to 
impress  on  the  minds  of  the  resident  Peers,  that  their  representatives 
would  always  be  chosen  from  the  Englishmen  possessing  Irish 
Peerages,  or  from  the  Irish  Peers  residing  in  England.  With 
respect  to  Lord  Rossmore,^  I feel  it  my  duty  to  observe  that  looking 
to  the  very  high  and  confidential  situation  which  he  enjoyed  in  this 
country,  to  his  long  and  uninterrupted  residence  in  it,  to  the 
Parliamentary  influence  he  has  acquired  by  his  connexion  with 
Lord  Clermont,  who  returns  two  members  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  to  the  very  considerable  property  which  he  possesses, 
I deemed  him  qualified  for  a place  in  the  Representative  Peerage  ; 
and  even  if  Lord  Rossmore  was  set  aside,  I should  feel  it  difficult 
to  resist  the  claims  of  the  connexion,  and  refuse  my  recommendation 
to  Lord  Clermont,  who  certainly  at  this  moment  has  much  stronger 
claims  than  any  other  non-resident  Peer.  I have  now  only  to 
request  that  your  Grace  will  assure  His  Majesty  that  I have  on  this 
occasion  served  him  honestly  and  faithfully  to  the  best  of  my 
abilities,  that  I have  been  biassed  by  no  private  motives  or  par- 
tialities, and  that  all  my  measures  have  been  solely  and  uniformly 
directed  to  the  attainment  of  that  great  object  in  which  the  honour 
of  his  crown  and  the  security  of  his  dominions  were  so  deeply 
involved. 

He  will,  I am  persuaded,  see  the  necessity  of  my  having  entered 
into  embarrassing  engagements  according  to  the  various  circum- 
stances which  occurred  during  the  long  and  arduous  contest,  and  if 

1 Right  Hon.  Robert  Cunninghame,  created  Anne,  wife  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Theophilus  Jones  ; 
Lord  Rossmore  Oct.  19,  1796,  with  remain-  and  Harriet,  wife  of  Henry  Westenra,  Esq., 
der  to  the  sons  of  two  of  his  wife’s  sisters.  from  whom  the  present  Lord  Rossmore  is  de- 
A General  and  Colonel  5th  Dragoons,  which  scended.  The  third  surviving  sister  was  the 
regiment  was  disbanded  in  tlie  early  part  of  Countess  of  Clermont.  M.P.  for  East  Grin- 
1800.  Born  1735,  d.  Aug.  6, 1801 ; m.  1754,  stead  from  Oct.  1788  to  Feb.  1789  ; and  for 
Elizabeth,  dau.  and  co-heir  of  John  Murray,  Tulsk  Oct.  1751  to  1761,  Armagh  borough’ to 
Es(p  The  two  sisters  in  the  entail  were — 1768,  Monaghan  borough  till  created  a I’eer, 
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any  of  them  should  appear  so  strongly  to  merit  his  disapprobation 
as  to  induce  him  to  withhold  his  consent  to  their  being  carried  into 
effect,  he  will  be  pleased  to  allow  me  to  retire  from  a station  which 
I could  no  longer  hold  with  honour  to  myself,  or  with  any  prospect 
of  advantage  to  his  service.  j have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  indignation  naturally  felt  by  Lord  Cornwallis  at  the 
despatch  of  June  12,  was  shared  by  Lord  Castlereagh.  In  a long 
letter  to  Lord  Camden,  dated  June  18,^  he  observes  that  the  Duke 
of  Portland  writes  in  a very  ungracious  tone,  and  disapproves  of 
almost  every  arrangement  which  had  been  made ; he  remarks  that 
it  would  be  treating  Lord  Cornwallis  very  harshly,  if,  after  expressly 
directing  him  to  carry  the  Union,  the  Government  were  now  to 
repudiate  engagements  which  he  had  had  full  authority  to  make. 
“ If,”  he  adds,  “ the  Irish  Government  is  not  enabled  to  keep  faith 
with  the  various  individuals  who  have  acted  upon  a principle  of 
confidence  in  their  honour,  it  is  morally  impossible  that  either  Lord 
Cornwallis  or  myself  can  remain  in  our  present  situations ; it  will 
remain  a breach  of  faith  as  injurious  to  the  character  of  Government 
as  to  our  own,  having  given  an  assurance  which  we  were  not 
enabled  to  fulfil. 

“ In  so  long  a struggle,  in  a certain  period  of  which,  after  the 
defection  of  seven  Members,^  the  fate  of  the  measure  was  in  sus- 
pense, it  is  not  wonderful  that  the  scale  of  favours  should  have 
been  somewhat  deranged,  if,  in  two  or  three  instances,  and  I do  not 
believe  it  will  appear  in  more,  certain  individuals,  availing  them- 
selves of  circumstances,  obtained  assurances  of  favours  to  which  in 
strictness  they  are  not  entitled.” 

In  a letter,  June  21,^  to  Mr.  Cooke,  who  was  then  in  London, 
Lord  Castlereagh  uses  similar  language.  After  warmly  defending 
the  conduct  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  he  says  that  every  despatch  written 
during  the  last  eighteen  months  fully  apprised  the  English  Ministers 
that  the  measure  could  only  be  carried  by  the  force  of  influence, 
and  that  now  to  disavow  promises  would  gain  no  popularity  for 
themselves,  while  it  would  disappoint  their  supporters,  and  disgrace 
the  Irish  Government. 

He  thus  closes  this  long  and  vehement  letter.  “ I should  hope, 
if  Lord  Cornwallis  has  been  the  person  to  buy  out  and  secure  for 


' Castlereagh  Correspondence,  vol.  iii.  p.  others,  Feb.  5,  1800. 

326.  Castlereagh  Correspondence,  vol.  iii. 

* The  defection  of  Colonel  Bagwell  and  p.  330. 
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ever  the  fee  simple  of  Irish  corruption  which  has  so  long  enfeebled 
the  powers  of  Government  and  endangered  the  connexion,  that  he 
is  not  to  be  the  first  sacrifice  to  his  own  exertions,  nor  is  the 
present  [to  be]  the  first  occasion  upon  which  the  King’s  Ministers 
will,  I trust,  think  it  expedient  to  conciliate  popular  opinion  by 
failing  towards  those  who  have  served  them  to  the  best  of  their 
ability.” 

Mr.  Cooke  on  the  23rd  says  he  was  much  pleased  with  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  letter  of  the  17th,  and  ‘‘that  he  thought  he  would 
have  acted  so,  as  it  was  the  only  method  of  carrying  the  business.” 
The  Duke  of  Portland  was  evidently  annoyed  that  each  arj’ange- 
ment  was  not  communicated  to  him  before  its  completion ; but  as 
Mr.  Cooke  pertinently  asks,  “What  then  is  a carte  blanche?” 
how,  when  questions  required  an  immediate  decision,  was  it  possible 
to  refer  them  to  London,  whence  an  answer  could  not  be  obtained  in 
less  than  seven  or  eight  days  ? Lord  Castlereagh,  in  his  reply,  asserts 
that  Lord  Cornwallis  was  always  desirous  to  carry  the  Duke  of 
Portland’s  judgment  and  concurrence  with  him  on  every  point,  but 
that  the  Union  could  not  have  been  effected  but  by  a person 
intrusted  with  unlimited  authority,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
fatal  to  the  measure,  if  the  objections,  or  even  the  disinclination,  of 
Ministers  to  any  proposed  arrangement  had  transpired.  He  admits 
that  the  Irish  Government  was  liable  to  the  charge  of  having  in  a 
few  instances  yielded  too  readily  to  unreasonable  demands,  but  had 
the  Union  miscarried,  and  the  failure  been  traceable  to  a reluctance 
on  the  part  of  Government  to  use  the  patronage  in  their  power,  he 
thinks  they  would  have  met  with,  and  in  fact  would  have  deserved, 
less  mercy. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Earl  Camden. 

[Secret.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin,  June  18,  1800. 

. . . On  the  subject  of  English  Peerages,  whatever 

embarrassment  may  incidentally  arise  from  [non]  compliance  with 
the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  suggestions,  in  strictness  he  has  no  right  to 
complain,  as  he  certainly  never  was  authorized  to  make  any  en- 
gagements of  such  a nature.  Had  Mr.  Pitt  explained  himself  on 
this  point,  in  answer  to  a private  letter  ^ written  by  Lord  Cornwallis 
some  weeks  since,  expressly  to  ascertain  how  far  he  might  hope  for 
some  accommodation  in  British  Peerages,  it  certainly  would  have 
saved  him  from  much  of  his  present  embarrassment,  as  I know  he 

* Neither  the  original  nor  the  draft  of  the  private  letter  of  Lord  Cornwallis  to  Mr.  Pitt  can 
be  found. 
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inferred  from  Mr.  Pitt’s  silence  that  his  wishes  would  be  assented 
to,  and  he  was  led,  under  that  impression,  to  engage  himself  more 
explicitly  relative  to  Kepresentative  Peerages  than  he  otherwise 
would  have  done.  . . . Ever  my  dear  Lord,  &c., 

Castle  RE AGH. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Dublin  Castle,  June  18,  1800. 

Everything  goes  smoothly  on  this  side  of  the  water,  but  our 
correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  State  is  in  a very  different 
situation.  The  D.  of  P.  has  in  fact  positively  told  me  that  several 
of  my  engagements  cannot  be  confirmed.  It  is  needless  now  to 
enter  into  particulars,  I shall  therefore  only  say  that  they  were 
thought  at  the  time  by  Lord  Castlereagh  expedient  and  necessary, 
that  I was  guided  by  no  partial  or  private  view,  and  that  my  sole 
objects  were  to  keep  the  country  quiet  and  to  carry  the  Union. 
These  two  great  points  are  effected;  I am  on  the  best  possible 
terms  with  the  great  Protestant  ascendancy  party,  without  losing 
the  confidence  of  the  Catholics,  and  the  lower  order  of  people  ; many 
of  the  most  creditable,  although  perhaps  the  most  violent  of  the 
anti-Unionists,  declare  themselves  now  the  friends  and  supporters 
of  Administration. 

In  this  situation  of  things,  I have  received  a letter  of  the  most 
provoking  nature  from  the  D.  of  P.,  to  the  astonishment  of  Lord  C. 
and  Mr.  Elliot,  insisting  that  Lords  Grandison  and  Sheffield  should 
be  Representative  Peers,  with  a variety  of  matter  of  a similar 
nature.  I have  written  a very  temperate  answer  stating  my  diffi- 
culties, and  have  represented  the  necessity  of  my  retiring  if  I am 
not  permitted  to  keep  faith  with  those  to  whom  my  honour  is 
pledged.  You  will  probably  hear  the  statement  on  the  other  side 
when  you  go  to  town.  Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis-  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  phoenix  Park,  June  24,  1800. 

My  situation  remams  very  doubtful.  I have  heard  nothing 
that  induces  me  to  believe  that  the  Cabinet  have  any  intention  to 
relax,  since  the  harsh  and  ungracious  letter  which  I received  from 
the  D.  of  P.,  who  has  never  omitted  any  opportunity  of  putting  me 
in  tlie  wrong,  and  reprobating  my  conduct.  For  my  personal 
gratification,  nothing  could  be  so  desirable  as  my  quitting  my 
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present  station,  but  I am  afraid  tliat  my  abrupt  departure,  under 
the  marked  disapprobation  of  the  English  Government,  would  be 
attended  with  fatal  consequences  in  this  country. 

You  may  be  assured  that  I will  act  with  temper,  and  bear 
everything  but  what  would  absolutely  dishonour  me,  for  tlie  sake  of 
the  public. 

You  shall  have  a few  lines  as  soon  as  I know  anything  worth 
communicating  to  you.  Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Dublin  Castle,  June  25,  1800. 

We  have  this  morning  received  an  express  from  Mr.  Cooke, 
by  which  I understand  that  the  Cabinet  have  agreed  to  confirm  all 
my  engagements ; I shall  now  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  that  which 
was  most  obnoxious  to  them,  by  persuading  Sir  John  Blaquiere 
that  it  will  be  for  his  interest  and  that  of  his  family  to  relinquish 
the  Representative  Peerage. 

There  are  too  many  in  the  Cabinet  who  meddle  about  the 
business  of  Ireland.  Would  to  God  I had  done  with  them — 
Cabinet  and  all.  Yours,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallls  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  July  3,  1800. 

I have  received  a very  proper  letter  from  the  D.  of  P.,  so 
that  at  pfesent  everything  is  going  on  in  its  usual  train.  He  has  in 
the  King’s  name  requested  Lord  Londonderry  not  at  present  to 
press  for  the  British  Peerage,  but  promises  it  on  a future  day,  and 
indeed  whenever  the  family  may  desire  it ; this  throws  back  one 
Representative  Peer  upon  me,  and  he  has  desired  that  I would  not 
insist  on  a British  Peerage  for  Lord  Drogheda,  and  as  I have  made 
no  engagement  to  him,  and  he  is  perfectly  insignificant  in  respect 
to  weight  and  interest  in  the  country,  and  I only  recommended  him 
as  being  the  oldest  Marquis,  in  order  to  assist  me  in  providing  room 
for  friends  in  the  Representative  Peerage  (the  point  on  which  I 
am  most  pressed),  I could  not  help  giving  way  on  this  occasion, 
and  thereby  am  loaded  with  a second. 

To  myself  personally,  and  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  the  winding  up 
of  the  engagements  is  more  vexatious  and  tormenting  than  any  of 


270 


LOED  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XXI. 


the  former  part  of  the  business.  The  quiet  however  of  the  country 
at  large  on  the  subject,  and  the  almost  good-humoured  indifference 
with  which  it  is  viewed  in  the  metropolis,  where  every  species  of 
outrageous  opposition  was  to  have  been  expected,  console  us  for  the 
painful  audiences  which  we  are  obliged  to  give  patiently  to  our  dis- 
contented and  insatiable  supporters. 

I am  not  however  so  engrossed  by  Irish  politics,  as  to  relieve 
me  from  the  gloomy  apprehensions  wliich  the  late  disasters  in  Italy  ^ 
must  create  in  every  thinking  mind.  Austria  must  by  this  time 
have  submitted  to  a peace  dictated  by  Buonaparte,  and  what  is*  now 
to  become  of  us?  After  the  haughty,  and  I have  ever  thought 
most  unwise,  answer  given  by  Lord  Grenville,  can  we  humble  our- 
selves to  make  overtures  ? What  are  we  to  expect  by  a continuance 
of  the  war  ? is  there  a hope  that  the  British  Navy  can  restore  the 
French  Monarchy? — I have  long  thought  Lord  Grenville  a most 
dangerous  Minister,  and  wished  to  withdraw  from  a Cabinet  in 
which  he  had  too  much  sway.  . . . 

If  every  man  was  to  be  rewarded  according  to  the  measure  of 
his  services  in  carrying  the  Union,  Littlehales  would  have  claim  to 
a great  share.  In  the  private  management  of  mankind  he  very 
much  surpasses  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  the  good-humom’ed  and  kind 
attention  with  which  he  has  treated  everybody  who  has  had  any 
business  with  him,  has  gained  the  universal  esteem  and  regard  of 
all  parties.  ^ Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  Duke  of  Portiand  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Received  July  6.] 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  June ''26,  1800. 

. . . Doubts  having  occurred  to  several  of  the  King’s  con- 

fidential servants,  respecting  the  construction  of  that  part  of  the 
Union  Bill  which  provides  for  the  representation  of  the  Spiritual 
Lords,  a meeting  took  place  this  morning,  the  result  of  which  it  is  in- 
cumbent upon  me  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency  without  delay, 
in  the  hope  that,  by  being  early  acquainted  with  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  your  influence  and  authority 
may  be  effectually  interposed  so  as  to  keep  down  the  expectations 
wliich  some  readings  of  that  clause  may  raise  ; and  by  that  means 
any  question  may  be  prevented  from  arising  in  the  House  of  Lords 

^ Bonaparte  crossed  the  Mont  St.  Bernard  formly  successful  during  the  intervening 
on  May  15,  and  the  battle  of  Marengo  was  month, 
fought  June  16.  The  French  had  been  uni-  ' 
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of  the  United  Kingdom  upon  the  return  of  that  part  of  the  repre- 
sentative body. 

It  has  been  generally  understood  that  the  words  under  which  a 
line  is  drawn  in  page  33  of  the  printed,  copy  of  the  Bill  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  enclose,  wxre  introduced  with  a view  of  exclud- 
ing the  Earl  of  Bristol,  or  indeed  any  British  peer  who  may 
happen  to  be  possessed  of  an  Irish  bishoprick,  from  the  representa- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  Irish  House  of  Lords ; but  upon  the  most 
careful  and  attentive  consideration  that  can  be  given  them,  it  is 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  His  Majesty’s  servants,  that  the  united 
House  of  Lords  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  construing  those 
words  in  such  a manner  as  to  defeat  this  purpose  of  their  insertion, 
and  to  admit,  in  the  person  of  Lord  Bristol,  the  right  of  the  See  of 
Derry  in  the  order  of  rotation  provided  for  it  by  the  Bill.^  . . . 

I have,  &c., 

Portland. 


The  Duke  of  Portland®  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 


[Secret  and  Confidential.]  Received  July  6. 

My  dear  Lord,  Whitehall,  June  27,  1800. 

Nothing,  certainly,  could  be  farther  from  my  intention  than 
to  propose  any  measure  for  your  Excellency’s  adoption  that  could 
place  you  in  a situation  of  any  distress  whatever,  and  impossible  as 
I conceived  the  despatches  which  I had  the  honour  of  writing  to 
you  on  the  13th  to  have  hurt  any  of  your  personal  feelings,  I most 
sincerely  lament  the  impression  they  made  upon  your  Excellency, 
and  I can  assure  you  for  my  own  part,  that  had  it  appeared  to  me 
possible  that  they  could  have  produced  such  an  effect  I think  my- 
self incapable  of  sending  them  to  you ; and,  what  is  still  more,  I 
am  satisfied  that  had  they  been  seen  in  that  light  either  by  His 
Majesty  or  by  any  of  his  servants  to  whom  they  were  communicated, 
they  would  never  have  been  suffered  to  have  found  their  way  to 
you.  I hope  I am  not  less  sensible  than  any  other  person  with 
whom  I have  the  honour  of  acting  in  Administration,  of  tlie  severe 
trials  your  Excellency  has  undergone,  of  the  firmness  and  integrity 
with  which  you  have  conducted  yourself,  of  your  ability  and  suc- 
cess in  conciliating  the  affections  of  the  different  descriptions  of 


^ This  unusual  combination  of  honours  now 
(1858)  again  exists.  The  Bishop  of  Tuam  is 
an  English  Peer,  Lord  Plunket.  There  are 
many  cases  in  which  an  English  Peer  has 
been  an  English  prelate,  or  an  Irish  Peer  an 
Irish  prelate. 


® Lord  Castlereagh  had  written  in  very 
strong  terms,  similar  to  those  used  by  Lord 
Cornwallis,  stating  that  he  could  not  remain 
in  office  if  the  Irish  engagements  were  not 
kept.  The  Duke  of  Portland  wrote  him  a 
separate  answer. 
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His  Majesty’s  Irish  subjects,  of  the  value  of  the  important  work 
which  you  have  undertaken,  and  the  services  you  have  rendered 
and  the  honour  you  have  acquired  by  bringing  the  Union,  the 
greatest  and  most  desirable  measure  which  ever  was  in  contempla- 
tion, to  its  happy  and  final  accomplishment.  Need  I then,  with 
such  sentiments,  disclaim  any  intention  of  hiu'ting  your  peace  of 
mind,  much  less  of  suggesting  to  you  the  breach  of  an  engagement, 
or  even  the  disappointment  of  a hope  which  you  had  thought  it 
right  to  encourage  or  to  give  sanction  to  ? I will  not  enter  into  the 
defence  of  either  of  those  despatches  farther  than  to  say  that 
several  of  the  engagements  I considered,  and  I stiU  think  I was 
not  mistaken  in  considering,  not  to  be  absolute.  But  let  me  appeal 
to  yourself  whether,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  peerage  to 
Lord  Tyrawley’s  natural  son,  there  was,  notwithstanding,  one  to 
which  I intimated  to  you  that  I believed  His  Majesty  would  posi- 
tively withhold  his  consent.  I desire  to  remind  your  Excellency 
that  they  were  not  His  Majesty’s  commands,  but  his  opinions  and 
wishes,  that  I signified  to  you.  His  Majesty  acknowledged  the 
difficulty  of  the  task  you  had  undertaken,  and  the  merits  of  your 
labours.  He  was  not  forgetful  of  the  powers  you  were  necessarily 
entrusted  with  for  that  purpose,  and  his  being  desirous  that  they 
should  be  used  as  temperately  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would 
permit,  occasioned  him  to  direct  me  to  represent  to  you  his  wishes 
that  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  them  in  certain  instances 
should  be  suspended  or  restrained.  Having  trusted  the  exercise  of 
them  to  your  Excellency,  His  Majesty  was  as  Little  disposed  as  his 
servants  to  withdraw  them  from  you,  or  to  require  you  to  break 
your  engagements.  It  would  be  still,  certainly.  His  Majesty’s  wish 
that  no  new  peer  should  be  created  until  the  election  of  the  twenty- 
eight  had  taken  place  ; and  even,  as  I before  stated,  that  the  num- 
bers could  be  made  at  different  rather  than  at  the  same  time ; but  if 
you  have  entered  into  positive  engagements  upon  that  subject.  His 
Majesty  will  not  refuse  to  confirm  them,  and  your  Excellency  will 
proceed  to  carry  them  into  effect  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner 
you  shall  judge  most  expedient  for  His  Majesty’s  service. 

As  His  Majesty  had  authorised  assurances  to  be  given  to  Lord 
Ely  that  he  might  depend  upon  being  made  a Peer  of  Great 
Britain,  although  the  eminence  of  Lord  Castlereagh’s  services  have 
been  such  as,  in  His  Majesty’s  gracious  consideration  as  well  as  in 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  public,  to  entitle  I^ord  'Londonderry 
to  that  distinction, — as  the  claims  of  the  Marquis  of  Drogheda  and 
of  the  Earls  of  Ormonde  and  Carysfort  to  be  members  of  the  Eepre- 
sentative  Peerage  were  irresistible, — it  will  not  appear  so  unreason- 
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able  that  I should  have  imagined  that  some  of  your  engagements 
in  that  respect  must  be  conditional  also,  and  I had  nothing  in 
particular  to  lead  me  to  suppose  that  the  displacing  the  persons 
whom  I suggested  as  the  most  easily  removable,  was  inconsistent 
with  your  engagements ; but  the  assurances  I now  understand  to 
have  been  given  by  your  Excellency,  make  me  desist  from  urging 
that  matter  further,  and  I shall  confine  myself  solely  to  recommend 
it  to  you  to  find  an  opening  for  Lord  Drogheda  among  the  candi- 
dates for  the  Kepresentative  Peerage,  and  to  reserve  one  for  Lord 
Londonderry,  should  he  be  prevailed  upon  to  see  that  His  Majesty’s 
interests  will  certainly  .be  best  promoted  by  his  not  having  the 
British  Peerage  added  to  his  Irish  honours,  and  that  his  family  will 
be  no  sufferers  by  it,  as  His  Majesty  is  pleased  to  authorise  your 
Excellency  to  assure  Lord  Londonderry  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  that 
at  any  time  that  it  may  be  the  wish  of  Lord  Londonderry,  or  of 
any  of  his  descendants  when  in  possession  of  the  title,  to  have  a 
British  peerage  conferred  on  them,  the  sense  His  Majesty  has  of 
Lord  Castlereagh’s  most  distinguished  and  meritorious  services  will 
ever  be  remembered  by  His  Majesty,  and  His  Majesty  will  be  ready 
to  fulfil  their  wishes  in  such  a manner,  that,  should  it  not  take,  place 
in  the  hfetime  of  Lord  Londonderry,  his  posterity  by  his  present  or 
any  future  Countess,  would  derive  the  same  benefit  from  it  as  if  the 
creation  had  taken  place  in  the  lifetime  of  the  present  Earl.  I 
abstain  from  entering  into  any  reasoning  about  the  Marquisates,  as 
well  as  about  the  other  promotions  proposed  in  the  peerage,  upon 
the  ground  of  the  engagements  your  Excellency  has  entered  into 
with  the  parties  interested,  being  absolute  and  irrevocable,  but  by 
resorting  to  those  means  which  of  all  others  are  the  least  likely  to 
be  recommended  to,  or  adopted  by  His  Majesty.  I have,  therefore, 
only  to  say  that  it  will  be  highly  satisfactory  to  His  Majesty,  it' 
your  Excellency  can  avoid  bringing  forward  the  Marquis  of  Drog- 
heda’s pretensions  to  a British  Peerage,  and  can  find  the  means  of 
placing  him  among  the  representative  peers,  and  that  you  cannot 
perform  a more  acceptable  service  to  His  Majesty  than  by  recon- 
ciling Lord  Londonderry  and  his  family  to  abstain  from  availing 
themselves  of  the  honour  of  a British  Peerage,  which  I have  His 
Majesty’s  commands  to  say  he  cannot  in  justice  withhold,  unless 
Lord  Londonderry  and  liis  family  are  convinced  that  their  interests 
are  best  consulted  by  so  doing.  His  Majesty  will  also  be  much 
gratified  by  as  sparing  and  as  tardy  a distribution  of  Irish  honours 
as  the  interests  of  his  service  wiU  admit,  and  at  the  same  time 
that  His  Majesty  relies  upon  your  Excellency’s  judgment  and  dis- 
cretion in  preventing  any  prodigality  in  the  dispensation  of  the 
VOL.  III.  T 


274 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XXI. 


patronage  of  the  Crown,  he  looks  to  you  with  no  less  confidence 
for  the  preservation  of  the  honour  of  Government,  and  the  religious 
performance  of  all  its  engagements.  j have,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private  and  Confidential.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  July  7,  1800. 

The  assurances  which  are  given  in  your  Grace’s  letter  dated 
the  27th  ultimo,  that  if  you  had  thought  it  possible  that  your 
despatches  of  the  13th  of  June  could  have  placed  me  in  so  distress- 
ing a situation  as  1 had  represented  with  respect  to  my  feelings  of 
personal  honour  and  good  faith,  they  would  not  have  been  trans- 
mitted, and  the  encouragement  which  you  hold  out  to  me  to 
believe  that  His  Majesty  will  not  refuse  his  consent,  even  to  those 
promotions  which  he  feels  himself  the  least  disposed  to  confirm, 
provided  that  they  are  recommended  by  me  in  consequence  of 
absolute  and  irrevocable  engagements,  have  afforded  me  very 
sincere  satisfaction. 

I have  used  every  means  in  my  power  to  obviate  the  most 
inconvenient  parts  of  the  arrangements  which  I detailed  in  my 
letter  dated  the  3rd  of  June,  and  particularly  those  which  I 
thought  were  likely  to  be  most  disagreeable  to  His  Majesty,  but  I 
am  Sony  to  say  that  I have  hitherto  met  with  very  little  success, 
and  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  which  I have  received  from  Lord 
Carleton,  stating  his  claims  to  retire  from  his  judicial  situation 
under  the  provision  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  deprives  me  of  the 
only  argument  which  I could  have  hoped  to  use  with  success  in  order 
to  mduce  him  to  relinquish  the  Kepresentative  Peerage,  which  object 
has  been  generally  sought  after  with  an  earnestness  not  to  be 
described,  and  has  involved  me  in  my  greatest  difficulties. 

Lord  Londonderry  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  who  never  brought 
forward  any  pretensions  of  their  own,  are  perfectly  willing  to  wait 
for  that  mark  of  His  Majesty’s  favour  to  which  I thought  it  my 
duty  to  state  their  pretensions,  until  it  shall  suit  His  Majesty’s 
convenience,  but  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  tlirow  back  the 
Marquis  of  Drogheda  on  the  list  of  representative  peers,  without 
not  only  disappointing  a hope  which  I had  sanctioned,  but  being 
guilty  of  a breach  of  a positive  engagement. 

I think  it  unnecessary  at  present  to  make  any  further  reference 
to  the  letters  wliicli  have  lately  passed  between  us,  than  to  assure 
your  Grace  that  I shall  ever  set  the  highest  value  upon  your  friend- 
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ship  and  esteem,  and  that  I shall  endeavour  to  conduct  the  public 
business  in  which  I am  engaged,  in  the  manner  that  I think  will 
be  most  agreeable  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  His  Majesty’s 
Minsters-  I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Lieut.-General  Harris  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis.' 

[Received  July  8.] 

My  Lord,  Manship  Indiaman,  Cove  of  Cork,  June  30, 1800. 

It  having  been  resolved  by  the  army  which  achieved  the 
conquest  of  Mysore,  to  request  your  Lordship’s  acceptance  of  the 
sword  ^ and  war- turban  of  the  deceased  Tippoo  Sultaun,  and  also 
the  sword  of  the  Maratta  chief  Mararirow  (who  after  various  con- 
tests became  prisoner  to  Hyder  Ally),  I have  now  the  honour,  in 
the  name  and  by  the  desire  of  that  gallant  army,  to  present  your 
Lordship  with  the  swords  and  turban. 

In  performing  this  pleasing  duty,  sensations  arise  in  my  mind 
which  any  language  I possess  can  very  inadequately  convey. 

Wlien  it  is  considered  that  your  Lordship  laid  the  basis  of  the 
system  which  the  energy  and  decision  of  the  Marquis  Wellesley 
has  so  firmly  secured,  that  my  greatest  merit  in  the  part  allotted 
to  me  in  bringing  this  undertaking  to  so  happy  a conclusion,  con- 
sisted in  following  the  example  which  I had  the  satisfaction  to 
witness,  brought  your  operations  to  the  point  at  which  you  thought 
it  right  to  stop,  dictated  to  the  Sultaun  terms  so  distinguished  for 
their  moderation  towards  him  and  justice  towards  the  Allies, 
when,  touching  at  this  kingdom  on  my  return  from  the  scenes  of 
your  former  glory,  I find  you  effecting  even  greater  services  for 
your  country,  and  when  to  these  considerations  is  added  warm 
personal  gratitude  for  the  protection  with  which  your  Lordship  has 
long  honoured  me,  your  Lordship  may  conceive  the  satisfaction 
which  I feel  in  having  been  chosen  as  the  medium  to  present  to 
you  a mark  of  genuine  respect  from  an  army  long  separated  from 
your  Lordship,  with  little  probability  of  ever  again  having  the 
honour  to  be  placed  under  your  command. 

I avail  myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  of  forwarding  the 
swords  and  turban  by  Colonel  Gent,^  whom  I beg  leave  to  mention 
to  your  Lordship,  as  an  officer  whose  conduct  in  the  charge  of  the 

' The  original  of  this  letter  is  lost,  and  it  possession  of  the  Editor.  The  handle  is  of 
has  been  transcribed  from  a copy  found  among  jade,  studded  with  small  precious  stones.  The 
Lord  Wellesley’s  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum,  blade  is  of  the  highest-tempered  steel, 
which  was  made  by  a native  and  is  evidently  ® Colonel,  afterwards  Major-General,  Gent, 
full  of  errors.  d.  Jan.  29,  1811  ; m.  Jan.  20,  1803,  Miss 

2 This  sword,  or  rather  dagger,  is  in  the  Temple  French. 
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engineer  department  during  the  siege  of  Seringapatam  gave  me 
the  highest  satisfaction,  and  I have  to  regret  that  urgent  domestic 
concerns  have  compelled  me  to  forego  the  honour  of  personally 
waiting  upon  your  Lordship  on  so  interesting  an  occasion. 

I have  the  honour  to  he,  &c., 

G.  Harris. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Harris. 

Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  July  9,  1800. 

I have  received  the  favour  of  your  letter,  which  has  been 
delivered  to  me  by  Colonel  Gent,  together  with  the  sword  and 
turban  of  Tippoo  Sultaun,  and  the  sword  of  the  Maratta  chief, 
Mararirow,  of  wliich  the  gallant  army  that  acliieved  the  conquest 
of  Mysore  have  so  obligingly  desired  my  acceptance. 

Tliis  distinguished  mark  of  the  esteem  and  regard  of  those 
brave  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  rendered  such  important 
services  to  their  country,  is  most  highly  gratifying  to  my  feelings, 
and  I request  that  you  will  assure  them  that  while  I live,  I shall 
most  gratefully  feel  the  high  honour  which  they  have  conferred 
upon  me  by  this  most  flattering  token  of  them  remembrance  and 
approbation,  j have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Alexander  Marsden,  Esq.,  to  Edward  Cooke,  Esq. 

[Private.] 

Dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  July  10,  1800. 

. . . Lord  Castlereagh  wishes  me  to  remind  you  of  the 

necessity  of  supplies — we  are  in  great  want. 

Blaquiere’s  business  has  been  very  unpleasant.  I succeeded 
yesterday  in  a final  adjustment  with  him  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
parties.  He  played  the  true  black  in  the  business ; but  all  things 
considered  we  have  got  well  out  of  it.  Some  other  of  our  Swiss 
guards  are  pressing  us  hard. 

You  know  of  the  very  handsome  letters  which  we  have  got.  I 
am  extremely  glad  of  it  for  the  feelings  of  some  of  our  friends. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

A.  Marsden. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

My  dear  Boss,  Phcenlx  Park,  July  11,  1800. 

. . . It  is  astonishing  that  the  Cabinet  should  have 

taken  so  little  concern  about  the  Irish  affairs : Dundas  certainly 
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knew  nothing  of  the  business,  and  Mr.  Pitt  never  saw  the  D.  of 
Portland’s  letter,  the  style  of  which  was  certainly  that  of  a severe 
reprimand.  This  is  the  more  inexcusable  in  Mr.  Pitt  towards  me, 
for  he  well  knows  the  sort  of  letters  which  the  D.  of  P.  is  apt.  to 
write  ; ^ and  I perfectly  remember  his  being  at  much  pains  to  prevent 
Lord  Camden’s  feelings  being  hurt  in  consequence  of  a letter  which 
his  Grace  had  sent  to  Ireland  when  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  out  of  town. 

When  Lord  Castlereagh  was  in  England  he  went  through  the 
list  of  the  Irish  Peers  with  Mr.  Pitt,  with  a view  to  the  Kepre- 
sentative  Peerage,  when  the  latter  did  not  ask  it  for  Lord 
Grandison,  and  rather  scouted  the  idea  of  Lord  Sheffield,  when 
Lord  C.  stopped  at  his  name ; and  he  consented  to  eighteen  new 
Peers,  and  did  not  absolutely  limit  us  to  that  number,  although 
our  conduct  has  been  reprobated  for  sending  over  a list  of  sixteen, 
one  of  which  is  a Barony  to  the  present  Lord  Montrath,  with  the 
remainder  to  Mr.  Coote ; and  two  are  female  Peerages,  which  can 
give  no  weight  in  the  election  of  the  Eepresentatives. 

Whatever  may  be  my  private  opinion  and  that  of  others  about 
Sir  J.  Blaquiere,  he  governed  this  country  for  some  years,  and  he 
has  since  held  his  rank  in  Dublin  as  a political  character  of  no 
small  consequence ; and  there  were  some  critical  periods  during 
the  contest,  at  wliich  his  leaving  us  would  have  exposed  the  success 
of  the  Union  to  great  hazard.  I have  now,  by  a very  difficult 
negotiation,  prevailed  upon  him  to  relinquish  the  Kepresentative 
Peerage ; and  I should  feel  much  greater  pleasure  in  having  done 
it,  if  it  had  been  recommended  to  me  in  a friendly  and  good- 
humoured  manner. 

Affairs  on  the  Continent  are  as  bad  as  possible,  and  I do  not 
see  how  we  can  either  expect  or  wish  Austria  to  continue  a war 
which  in  a few  months  must  inevitably  terminate  in  her  destruc- 
tion. The  unprovoked  insolence  of  Lord  Grenville’s  letter  has 
placed  us  in  a state  of  such  embarrassment,  that  I must  confess  I 
have  hardly  a hope  that  we  can  extricate  ourselves.  In  the  mean 
time  we  are  as  anxious  to  get  rid  of  an  army  which  we  have  raised  by 
such  extraordinary  exertions,  and  which  is  by  no  means  at  present  fit 
for  service — as  a child  is  to  pull  to  pieces  a new  plaything ; and  we 
are  squandering  our  money  with  the  most  wanton  extravagance. 

We  are  requested  to  send  over  a draft  of  400  men  from  the 
Scotch  Fencibles,  to  form  a corps  of  riflemen  under  Colonel  Man- 
ningham^  for  the  amusement  of  the  Court,  His  M.  having  been 

* See  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  letter,  and  a Major-General,  and  one  of  the  Colonel  Coni- 
Mr.  Pitt’s  memorandum  of  Nov.  4,  1798.  mandants  of  95th  Pegt.  ; d.  Aug.  23,  1809. 

* Colonel  Coote  Manningham,  afterwards 
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highly  pleased  with  a specimen  which  he  saw  at  the  camp  at 
Windsor.  . . . Yours,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Viscount  Cas'ilereagh  to  Edward  Cooke,  Esq. 

[Secret.] 

My  dear  Cooke,  Park,  July  12. 

You  have  probably  heard  from  Marsden,  that  Blaquiere  ^ 
has  waived  his  Representative  Peerage  for  more  substantial  objects. 
I shall  not  trouble  you  with  the  detail.  I am  much  relieved  by 
the  termination  of  this  business,  though  it  has  cost  us  dear,  and 
was  not  very  smooth  in  the  transaction.  It  certainly  removes  the 
most  unpleasant  feature  in  the  arrangement.  Carleton  has  abso- 
lutely resigned,  claiming  his  resignation  under  the  Bill.  We 
declined  coming  to  Parliament  for  a special  provision,  he  will  now 
be  one  of  the  Twenty-eight,  wliich  produces  considerable  awkward- 
ness in  the  list,  there  being  at  present  one  too  many. 

I hope  you  will  settle  with  King  our  further  ways  and  means ; 
from  the  best  calculation  I can  make  we  shall  absolutely  require 
the  remainder  of  what  I asked  for,  namely  fifteen,  to  wind  up 
matters,  exclusive  of  the  annual  arrangement — and  an  immediate 
supply  is  much  wanted ; if  it  cannot  be  sent  speedily,  I hope  we 
may  discount  it  here.  Pray  arrange  this ; and  if  they  could  give 
General  Bude  ^ his  300  in  England,  it  would  be  very  convenient  at 
this  moment  of  extreme  pressure. 

I have  prevailed  on  Sack.  Hamilton^  to  take  charge  of  the 
Canal  Board,  as  First  Commissioner,  and  Gregory^  to  act  as  Secre- 


‘ The  “ substantial  objects  ” were  a pen- 
sion of  1000^.  He  had  previously  obtained 
compensation  for  his  sinecures  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  3200^.  a-year.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  wrote  to  Mr.  King  also,  on  this  same 
day,  “ I am  happy  to  tell  you  that  Blaquiere 
has  been  prevailed  on  to  see  that  the  House 
of  Lords  will  not  afford  the  best  field  for  his 
talents.  The  conviction  has  not  been  accom- 
plished without  considerable  difficulty,  but 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  left  no  means  untried  to 
accommodate  to  the  King’s  feelings  on  this 
point.” 

General  Jacob  Bude,  b.  1737,  d.  Oct.  30, 
1818,  unm.,  in  the  Upper  Lodge,  Windsor, 
which  the  King  had  given  him.  Of  an  old 
French  family,  Bude  de  Vorace.  Originally 
page  to  the  Prince  of  Orange;  then  in  the 
Sardinian,  and  afterwards  in  the  Hanoverian 
service,  ultimately  with  the  rank  of  General. 
In  1777,  sub-governor  to  Prince  Fiederick 
(Duke  of  York)  and  Prince  William  (Duke  of 


Clarence).  For  many  years  in  the  household 
of  the  Duke  of  York.  He  was  highly  esteemed 
by  the  Royal  Family.  His  pension  was  not- 
withstanding charged  on  the  Irish  Civil  List. 

^ Right  Hon.  Sackville  Hamilton,  b.  April 
14,  1732,  d.  Jan.  1818;  m.  about  1771, 
Arabella,  dau.  of  Rev.  Dr.  Berkeley.  He 
filled  various  offices  under  the  Board  of  Re- 
venue from  1763  to  1780;  was  then  made 
Under-Secretary,  which  office  he  held,  except 
during  Lord  Fitzwilliam’s  administration,  till 
1796.  First  Commissioner  of  Barrack  Board, 
and  Director-General  of  Inland  Navigation 
for  many  years.  M.P.  for  St.  Johnstown 
from  1780  to  1783  ; Clogher,  1783  to  1795  ; 
and  Armagh  borough,  Oct.  1796  to  1797. 
He  had  pensions,  either  for  himself,  his  wife, 
or  his  children,  to  the  amount  of  2300L 
Commissioner  of  Compensation,  1800. 

^ Mr.,  afterwards  Right  Hon.  William  Gre- 
gory, b.  1762,  d.  1840  ; m.  1789,  Anne,  dau. 
of  M411iam,  1st  Earl  of  Clancarty.  He  held 


1800. 


IRELAND. 


279 


tary.  This  will  ensure  us  an  honest  Board,  and  give  the  measure 
every  advantage.  We  have  passed  our  Bill,  and  the  arrangement 
gives  general  satisfaction. 

We  shall  not  finish,  in  the  Commons  before  Friday  next,  and 
the  Session  cannot  close  sooner  than  the  beginning  of  the  month. 
If  we  find  that  the  election  of  the  Peers  is  likely  to  go  smooth,  we 
may  possibly  be  able  to  do  without  the  new  Peers. 

Your  500^.^  is  voted ; it  is  not  more  than  youi-  reversionary 
interest  is  worth.  The  average  has  been  taken  on  the  three  last 
years,  wliich  gives  Hili^  2200^.  a-year.  We  have  had  no  small 
trouble  in  setthng  the  business. 

Ever,  my  dear  Cooke, 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

Castlereagh. 


The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 


[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Whitehall,  July  15,  1800. 

As  the  Warrant  of  Precedence  which  accompanies  the 
despatch  which  notifies  to  your  Excellency  the  King’s  intention  of 
conferring  the  dignity  of  the  Peerage  on  the  several  persons  who 
are  named  in  it,  is  the  first  instance  of  the  kind  that  has  occurred  in 
Ireland,  I conceive  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  you  to  be  informed  of 
the  reasons  which  induced  His  Majesty’s  servants  to  recommend  that 
measure  upon  the  present  occasion.  Upon  its  being  represented 
that  it  had  been  the  practice  in  Ireland,  that  in  order  to  preserve 
the  precedence  of  Peers  of  the  same  rank,  only  one  patent  had 
passed  in  a day,  and  that  consequently  it  would  require  more  than 
a fortnight  to  complete  the  addition  recommended  by  your  Excel- 
lency to  be  made  to  the  Peerage)  it  was  suggested  that  recourse 
might  be  had  to  the  mode  which  was  observed  here  upon  similar 
occasions,  and  which  always  took  place,  not  with  regard  to  time, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  precedence  of  those  gentle- 
men who,'  not  having  rank  either  by  birth  or  by  office,  would  be 


various  offices  for  many  years,  and  was 
Secretary  to  the  Inland  Navigation  Board, 
1800  to  1811;  Commissioner  of  Excise  to 
1812,  and  Under-Secretary  for  the  Civil 
Department  from  Oct.  5,  1812,  to  Jan.  31, 
1831.  M.P.  for  Portarlington  from  Feb. 
1800  to  the  Union. 

^ Mr.  Cooke  had  the  reversion  of  the  office 
of  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments,  then  held  by  Sir 
George  Hill,  who  survived  him  many  years. 

^ Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Fitzgerald  Hill, 
2nd  Bart.,  b.  June  1,  1763,  d.  March  8, 


1839  ; m.  Sept.  10,  1788,  Jane,  dau.  of  the 
Right  Hon.  John  Beresford.  Appointed  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  Ireland,  Feb. 
1798,  for  which  he  received  at  the  Union  a 
compensation  of  2265/.  a-year.  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  in  Ireland  from  1807  to  1814. 
Vice-Treasurer  Dec.  27,  1816,  to  Nov.  1830. 
Then  Governor  of  St.  Vincent  to  1833  ; and 
lastly  of  Trinidad  till  his  death.  M.P.  for 
Coleraine,  March,  1791,  to  1795;  then  for 
Derry  to  Feb.  1798  ; Londonderry  County, 
Dec.  1800  to  1802  ; and  Derry  City  to  183U. 
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placed  no  otherwise  than  by  the  mode  used  in  Ireland,  or  by  some 
dhect  signification  of  the  King’s  pleasure ; and  it  being  the  - 
general  opinion  that  no  possible  objection  could  occur  to  it,  the 
warrant  has  been  made  out  in  the  same  form  as  has  been  observed 
here,  with  those  variations  only  which  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  required,  and  is  now,  therefore,  sent  to  your  Excellency,  by 
which  we  conceive  that  it  is  now  in  your  power  to  direct  all  those 
intended  creations  to  take  place  on  one  and  the  same  day.  I hope 
your  Excellency  will  be  of  opinion  that  I have  fulfilled  your  com- 
mands respecting  our  old  friend  Conolly,^  in  the  official  letter 
which  I shall  send  you  by  this  post  upon  the  subject  of  his  resigna- 
tion. But  you  will  besides  consider  yourself  fully  authorised  to 
add  to  it  in  any  manner  you  think  proper,  that  may  appear  to  you 
to  be  necessary  or  desirable,  to  give  him  all  the  satisfaction  he  can 
wish  for  on  tliis  occasion  ; and,  knowing  his  heart  as  well  as  I do, 

I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I am  certain  that  His  Majesty 
has  not  any  subject  who  is  more  zealously  attached  to  his  person 
and  Government,  or  who  would  exert  himself  more  strenuously 
than  my  friend  Mr.  Conolly  always  would  have  done,  and  always 
will  do,  to  preserve  the  constitution  of  both  countries,  and  to 
maintain  inviolate  the  connexion — thank  God!  I may  now  say 
the  Union— of  the  two  kingdoms.  j have,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  July  21,  1800. 

Notwithstanding  the  strong  manner  in  which  I stated,  in 
my  letter  dated  the  7th  instant,  the  impossibility  of  my  throwing 
back  the  Marquis  of  Drogheda  on  the  list  of  Eepresentative  Peers, 
my  desire  was  so  earnest  to  render  the  arrangement  as  conform- 
able as  possible  to  His  Majesty’s  wishes,  that  I made  an  attempt 
to  induce  the  only  Peer^  with  whom  I had  the  least  hopes  of 
succeeding,  to  relinquish  the  expectation  which  I had  given  him 
reason  to  entertain  of  being  named  in  the  list  recommended  by. 
Government ; but,  after  a long  and  very  unpleasant  conversation, 

I had  the  mortification  to  find  that  I could  not  with  honour  with- 
draw myself  from  the  engagement. 

Should  it  be  an  object  to  prevail  on  Lord  Drogheda  to  wait 
for  his  Peerage  till  a period  a little  more  distant  than  the  pro- 

1 When  Mr.  Conolly  vacated  his  seat,  and  his  conduct  during  a long  parliamentary  life, 
resigned  his  regiment  of  militia,  Lord  Corn-  * There  is  no  clue  to  the  name  of  this 
wallis  requested  that  a cumjdimentary  letter  Peer, 
should  be  written  to  him,  thanking  him  for 
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motion  of  Lords  Ormonde,  Ely,  and  Carysfort,  I will  endeavour  to 
carry  that  point  on  receiving  your  Grace’s  intimation. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  Duiffi  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private,] 

My  dear  Lord,  Whitehall,  July  25,  1800. 

. . . By  the  letters  I received  yesterday  from  yom* 

Excellency,  I am  very  glad  to  find  that  your  Excellency  will  be 
able  to  defer  the  new  creations  till  after  the  election  of  the  Peers, 
and  that  though  yoiw  endeavours  to  procure  a place  among  the 
Kepresentatives  for  Lord  Drogheda  ^ have  failed,  that  you  are  able 
to  defer  the  request  you  made  in  his  behalf  to  H.  M.,  to  a future 
opportunity.  From  what  has  already  passed  upon  that  subject, 
you  must  be  sensible  of  the  King’s  disinclination  to  increase  the 
peerage  of  either,  and  more  particularly  that  of  this  kingdom ; and 
I am  therefore  satisfied  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  recommend  to 
you — and  not  less  sure  that  no  endeavom^s  have  been  or  will  be 
wanting  on  your  part — to  save  His  Majesty  from  those  sensations 
which  he  but  too  evidently  suffers  whenever  there  is  occasion  to 
move  him  to  confer  honours  of  this  description  for  mere  political 
puiqioses.  I i^^ve,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duice  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  July  28,  1800. 

Having  very  little  doubt  that  we  could  carry  our  list  of 
Kepresentative  Peers  without  any  additional  force  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  I had  nearly  determined  not  to  publish  the  list  of  the  new 
Peers  before  the  prorogation  of  Parliament,  and  gave  leave  in  con- 
sequence to  several  of  them  either  to  go  to  England  or  to  distant 
parts  of  this  kingdom. 

Some  chfficulties  have  however  occurred,  which  will,  I believe, 
put  me  under  the  necessity  of  reverting  to  my  original  plan ; for 
Colonel  Blake  has  refused  to  vacate  his  seat  for  the  county  of 
Galway  by  the  acceptance  of  an  Escheatorship,  by  wliich  cffcum- 
stance  the  election  of  Mr.  Martin,  whom  we  are  bound  by  the 
strictest  promises  to  support,  would  be  delayed  for  six  months,  and 

' lie  was  ereated  Lord  Moore  iu  England,  Jan.  17,  1801. 
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ultimately  put  to  considerable  hazard:  and  there  are  likewise 
doubts  whether  we  could  vacate  the  seat  of  Mr.  Eowley,  who  is 
gone  to  England,  on  the  failure  of  which  the  county  of  Meath, 
where  there  is  a warm  contest,  would  be  kept  in  a state  of  riot  and 
distraction  imtil  a writ  can  be  issued  from  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment. The  first  of  these  is  the  case  of  most  importance,  as  the 
honoiu'  of  Government  is  in  a great  degree  committed.  The 
Chancellor  and  the  principal  friends  of  Government  consider  the 
question  as  a matter  of  very  little  importance,  and  are  confident 
that  the  immediate  creation  of  the  Peers  will  occasion  no  clamour 
or  dissatisfaction,  and  that  at  all  events  very  few  of  them  will  now 
be  able  to  give  their  votes  at  the  election  of  Kepresentatives.^ 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  most  strenuous  exertions  of  the  military  had  failed  to 
extirpate  the  banditti  who  infested  some  of  the  wild  and  moun- 
tainous parts  of  Ireland.  Other  plans  were  therefore  adopted,  and 
none  were  considered  more  likely  to  be  efficacious,  than  opening 
roads  through  districts  till  then  considered  inaccessible.  Large 
parties  of  military  were  employed  in  this  task,  and  towards  the  end 
of  June  it  was  officially  notified  that  new  roads  in  the  counties  of 
Wexford,  Wicklow,  and  Carlow  were  opened,  and  that  detach- 
ments occupied  twenty-two  posts,  to  protect  the  peasants  carrying 
provisions  to  market.  Still  considerable  numbers  remained  in 
arms,  and  in  a proclamation,  dated  Eathdrum,  July  3rd,  a reward 
of  210/.  was  offered  for  the  capture  of  each  of  the  first  ten  robbers 
named  in  a list  of  thirty-six,  subsequently  increased  to  forty-seven 
names. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  July  28,  1800. 

The  general  tranquillity  which  for  some  weeks  past  has 
most  happily  prevailed  throughout  every  part  of  Ireland,  with  a 
few  trivial  exceptions,  has  not  produced  of  late  any  material  occur- 
rence, and  in  consequence  it  has  entirely  precluded  the  necessity  of 
any  despatch  to  your  Grace  on  the  internal  situation  of  affairs  in 
this  country. 

I have  the  satisfaction  also  to  state,  that  the  formidable  banditti 
in  the  mountains  of  the  county  of  Wicklow,  under  the  noted  chief 


‘ Only  five  of  the  new  Peers  voted. 
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Dwyer,  have  been  broken  up  and  dispersed ; many  of  them  have 
been  apprehended,  and  I entertain  hopes  that  Dwyer  himself  will 
shortly  be  induced  to  surrender  upon  condition  of  transportation 
for  life.^ 

The  partial  disturbances,  rather  of  an  alarming  nature,  that  had 
some  time  since  agitated  parts  of  the  counties  of  Tipperary  and 
Limerick,  seem  at  present  entirely  to  have  subsided,  as  well  as  in 
the  comity  of  Antrim ; and  in  the  frequent  reports  which  I receive 
from  the  General  Officers  in  the  command  of  districts,  there  has 
not  of  recent  date  been  any  act  of  outrage  reported  to  me. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  province  of  Connaught,  as  well  as 
in  the  western  counties  of  Leinster,  the  poor  have  suffered  consi- 
derably, and  the  scarcity  that  was  almost  universal  would  have 
been  still  more  severely  felt  in  the  metropolis,  if  Government  had 
not  taken  effectual  precautions,  and  if  humane  and  benevolent 
private  subscriptions  had  not  been  made  for  their  relief.  It  is 
however  with  peculiar  pleasure  I have  to  mention,  that  although 
the  distress  is  still  very  severe  and  painful  in  particular  quarters, 
yet  in  the  counties  that  have  suffered  the  most,  a great  plenty  of  pro- 
visions is  now  stated  to  be  brought  into  the  markets,  and  it  is  even 
said  that  in  Mayo  and  Galway  they  are  at  present  overstocked,  and 
the  prices,  particularly  of  potatoes,  are  most  materially  reduced. 

I am  also  to  observe  to  your  Grace  that  there  is  a most  pro- 
mising appearance  of  an  abundant  harvest. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

• The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Whitehall,  July  28,  1800. 

. . . In  answer  to  your  despatch  private  of  the  25th 

inst.,  received  this  afternoon,  I can  assure  your  Excellency  that 
His  Majesty’s  Ministers  have  that  perfect  reliance  on  your  judg- 
ment and  discretion,  that  if  it  appears  to  you  that  the  gromid  of 
much  inconvenience  and  individual  dissatisfaction  will  be  removed 
by  the  creation  of  the  Peers  taking  place  previous  to  the  election  of 

* Michael  Dwyei’,  b.  1771,  d.  1826;  m.  attack  on  Dublin,  but  failed;  and  in  Dec. 
1798,  Mary  Doyle,  dau.  of  a small  farmer.  of  that  year  he  surrendered  to  Capt.  Hume, 
He  joined  Holt  in  the  mountains  of  Wicklow  and  was  transported  to  New  South  Wales, 
in  1798,  but  separated  from  him  the  same  where  he  died,  having  been  for  11  years 
year,  and  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a party  High  Constable  of  Sydney.  He  was  uncle  of 
of  banditti.  His  regular  followers  did  not  Anne  Delvin,  in  whose  house  Emmett  was 
exceed  20  or  30,  but  he  could  assemble  a concealed,  after  the  failure  of  his  insurrection, 
much  larger  number.  In  1803  Emmett  en-  Dwyer  was  a handsome,  intelligent  man,  the 
deavoured  to  secure  his  assistance  in  the  type  of  a brigand  of  romance. 
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the  representatives  of  that  body,  and  that  the  character  of  Govern- 
ment will  not  suffer  (as  you  seem  to  think  it  will  not  be  likely  to 
do)  by  such  an  addition  to  the  Peerage  prior  to  that  event,  you 
will  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to  direct  the  patents  to  be  made 
out  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  tliis  letter,  or  whenever  you 
may  judge 'it  to  be  more  expedient;  and  indeed,  my  Lord,  when 
I recollect  how  long  your  Excellency  has  been  entrusted  by  His 
Majesty  with  the  power  of  carrying  into  effect  the  gracious  inten- 
tions which  I was  commanded  to  signify  to  you  on  this  behalf,  I 
cannot  but  attribute  the  representation  you  have  made  to  me  upon 
tills  subject,  to  extreme  delicacy  on  the  part  of  your  Excellency, 
and  to  your  anxious  desire  to  consult  His  Majesty’s  wishes.^ 

I have,  &c., 

Portland. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Aug.  2,  1800. 

. . . In  regard  to  Mr.  Blackwell,^  I have  to  state,  that 

as  he  was  brought  over  with  Tandy,  Morres,^  and  Corbett,'^  and 
Avas,  dming  the  expedition,  embarked  with  the  former,  his  release 
at  present  might  occasion  too  much  hope  in  the  other  prisoners ; 
for  although  I consider  their  cases  as  different,  they  scarcely 
warrant  at  once  the  making  of  so  wide  a distinction.  I am  there- 


^ These  sixteen  patents  were  all  dated 
July  30. 

2 James  Bartholomew  Blackwell,  b.  1765, 
d.  about  1816.  He  was  a student  of  medicine 
at  Paris,  and  became  a great  personal  friend 
of  Danton.  At  the  capture  of  the  Bastille, 
he  led  the  party  of  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine. 
He  married,  April,  1793,  the  daughter  of  a 
Somersetshire  gentleman,  a Colonel  in  the 
army,  under  very  romantic  circumstances. 
The  father  and  daughter,  whilst  travelling 
in  France  during  the  Reign  of  Terror,  were 
seized  and  brought  before  a Revolutionary 
Tribunal.  Young  Blackwell,  then  in  the 
French  service,  came  forward  to  save  them 
from  death,  and  immediately  afterwards  the 
young  lady  became  his  bride.  He  was  con- 
fined in  Kilmainham,  but  liberated  Dec.  10, 
1801,  when  he  re-entered  the  French  service. 
The  Duke  of  Portland,  in  a letter  of  July  25, 
says  he  is  “importuned  by  Mrs.  Blackwell’s 
friends  he  describes  her  brother  as  a person 
of  considerable  influence  in  Somersetshire ; 
and  imagines  “ that  there  is  no  intention  of 
inflicting  any  punishment  upon  Mr.  Black- 
well.” 


^ Harvey  Morres  (related  to  Lord  Frank- 
fort), b.  March  8,  1767,  d.  May  9,  1839  ; 
m.  1st,  1794,  Louisa,  dau.  of  Baron  de  Helm- 
stadt ; 2nd,  1802,  Ellen,  dau.  and  co-heir 
of  Bartholomew  Callan,  Esq.,  of  Oberstown 
House,  and  widow  of  Dr.  Esmonde  already 
mentioned,  who  was  hanged  in  1798.  He  had 
been  in  the  Austrian  service,  and  on  his  return 
home  became  one  of  the  rebel  leaders  in  Tip- 
perary. A fter  his  release  he  entered  the  F rench 
service,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Colonel. 

* William  Corbett,  b.  (of  respectable  pa- 
rents) Aug.  17,  1779,  d.  Aug.  12,  1842. 
He  was  one  of  the  19  undergraduates  of 
Trinity  College  (among  whom  were  Russell 
and  Emmett)  who  were  expelled  for  treason- 
able practices  by  Lord  Clare  at  his  visitation 
in  Feb.  1798.  He  was  taken  at  Hamburgh, 
and  confined  with  others  at  Kilmainham, 
from  whence  he  made  his  escape,  the  details 
of  which  are  given  in  the  adventures  of 
Moriarty  and  Dunn  in  Miss  Edgeworth’s  tale 
of ‘Ormond.’  He  entered  the  French  army, 
saw  much  service,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of 
General  of  Brigade. 


1800. 


IRELAND. 


285 


fore  to  submit  to  your  Grace  tlie  propriety  and  policy  of  sendings  a 
messenger  from  England  for  Blackwell,  in  order  that  lie  may  be 
removed  in  safe  custody,  and  it  may  be  advisable  not  to  take  any 
step  in  respect  of  him  which  may  prejudice  the  trial  of  the  other 
Prisoners.  I p^ye,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  Aug.  2,  1800. 

You  will  think  that  I have  totally  forgot  you,  but  although 
I have  been  going  to  write  to  you  every  day,  something  has  always 
occurred  to  make  me  defer  it  to  the  next  post. 

I have  received  an  application  from  Mr.  Randle  Jackson,^  in 
the  event  of  Percival’s  resignation  of  the  Solicitorship  of  the  Ord- 
nance on  his  being  appointed  Solicitor-General.  It  would  be  very 
gratifying  to  me  to  do  a kindness  to  Jackson,  and  I should  be  glad 
that  the  opportunity  offered. 

The  outline  of  your  arrangements  for  the  Civil  Department  of 
the  Ordnance,  and  the  drawing-room  ^ in  the  Tower,  appear  to  me 
very  proper;  from  the  latter,  the  public  has  never  derived  the 
advantages  which  it  has  a right  to  expect  from  such  an  establish- 
ment. ...  • ■ 

I yesterday  gave  the  Royal  Assent  to  the  Act  of  Union,  when 
there  was  not  a murmur  heard  in  the  street,  nor  I believe  an 
expression  of  ill-humour  tliroughout  the  whole  city  of  Diibhn  ; had 
anybody  prophesied  this,  when  the  measure  was  first  proposed,  he 
would  not  have  met  with  more  credit  than  my  friend  Mr.  Dobbs 
did  respecting  the  appearance  of  the  Messiah  at  Armagh. 

I have  completed  the  21st,  71st,  and  72nd  regiments  to  the 
establishment  of  800,  with  very  good  volunteers  from  the  Scotch 
Fencibles,  all  for  unlimited  service.  . . . 

Expeditions  ^ I find  are  going  forward,  the  objects  of  them  are 
fair  and  proper,  but  I am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances to  be  able  to  judge  of  their  probable  success. 

Nightingall  is  coming  over  for  a short  time,  he  is  to  be  married 
to  a daughter  of  Sir  Lionel  DarrelTs.^ 

I sincerely  hope  that  you  and  Mrs.  Ross  like  Castlemilk,  as  it 
is  a great  comfort  to  know  that  you  have  a retreat  where  you  can 

* Randle  Jackson,  b.  about  1768,  d.  March  ^ See  letter  to  General  Ross,  Oct.  8. 

15,  1837.  Counsel  to  the  East  India  Com-  * Sir  Lionel  Darrell,  Bart.,  so  created  May 

pany.  12,  1795  ; b.  Sept.  25,  1742  ; d.  Oct.  30, 

^ The  drawing-room  was  the  place  where  1803 ; m.  July,  1766,  Isabella,  dau.  of 
the  Ordnance  Maps  were  prepared.  The  Timothy  Tullie,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  E.  I. 
Map-office  is  now  removed  to  Southampton.  Company. 
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be  happy.  How  long  have  I possessed  tliis  knowledge  to  little 
purpose ! Yours,  &-c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Corwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Aug.  2,  1800. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  that  I have  to  report  to 
your  Grace,  that  I yesterday  gave  the  royal  assent  to  the  Union 
Bill,  and  that  it  passed  without  a murmur  in  the  city  of  Dublin, 
and  without  the  smallest  appearance  of  discontent  or  uneasiness.^ 

I have  also  this  day  delivered  from  the  Throne,  the  Speech 
proroguing  the  Parliament,  and  which  is  to  terminate  the  resident 
Legislature  in  Heland,  and  it  is  with  real  pleasm'e  that  I have  to 
congi-atulate  your  Grace  and  His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants 
on  this  auspicious  event. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

List  of  the  Lords  Temporal  elected  to  represent  the  Peerage  of 
Ireland  in  the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom. 


Earls — Clanricarde,  A. 

Viscounts- 

Aug.  2j 

-Wicklow,  B. 

5) 

Westmeath,  B. 

55 

Northland,  A. 

1) 

Bective,  a. 

55 

OxMANSTOWN,  B. 

Roden,  A. 

55 

O’Neil,  E. 

55 

Altamont,  a. 

55 

Bandon,  B. 

55 

Glandore,  E. 

55 

Donoughmore,  a. 

55 

Longford,  A. 

55 

Carleton,  E. 

55 

Erne,  B. 

Barons  — 

■Cahir,  B. 

55 

Desart,  B. 

55 

GlENT WORTH,  A. 

55 

Leitrim,  A. 

55 

Call AN,  E. 

55 

Lucan,  B. 

55 

SOMERTON.  _ 

55 

Londonderry,  A. 

55 

Longueville,  E. 

55 

CONYNGHAM,  A. 

55 

Rossmore,  a. 

55 

Llandaff,  E. 

55 

Tyrawley,  E. 

The  above,  with  the  exception  that  the  name  of  Lord  London- 
derry is  substituted  for  that  of  Sir  John  Blaquiere,  is  the  very  list 
originally  proposed  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  to  which  the  Duke  of 
Portland  so  strongly  objected.  The  seven  Peerages  marked  E. 
are  now  extinct;  the  present  possessors  of  the  Peerages  marked 

‘ There  is  a letter  from  Lord  Castlereagh  thought  that,  as  the  state  of  affairs  was  in 

of  the  same  date,  in  which  he  says  that,  general  so  disastrous,  they  must  reserve  the 

notwithstanding  the  measure  was  in  general  Union  with  Ireland,  their  only  successful 

approved  of,  it  was  thought  advisable  not  to  measure,  for  the  King’s  Speech  on  proroguing 

fire  the  guns,  or  make  any  public  demon-  Parliament.  The  salutes,  &c.,  were  therefore 

stration  in  Dublin  itself.  Nor  were  there  postponed  till  Jan.  1,  1801,  when  the  Union 

any  rejoicings  in  London.  The  Government  actually  took  effect. 
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A.  and  B.  are  respectively  English  and  Eepresentative  Peers. 
Lord  Somerton  alone  (now  Earl  of  Normanton),  does  not  sit  in 
the  House  of  Lords. 

Two  members  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  alone  now  sur- 
vive : the  present  Earl  of  Charlemont  and  Sir  Thomas  Staples. 
Lord  Charlemont  is  also  the  only  Peer  remaining  who  had  a seat 
in  the  Irish  House  of  Lords,  for  though  Lords  Gormanston  and 
Southwell  were  both  more  than  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  Union, 
they,  being  Eoman  Catholics,  were  incapable  of  voting. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duivt:  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Aug.  13,  1800. 

In  the  list  I transmitted  to  your  Grace  of  intended  promo- 
tions in  the  Peerage,  I omitted  to  include  Lord  Somerton,  the 
Archbishop  of  Cashel,  for  the  rank  of  Yiscount,  who  had  my  pro- 
mise to  that  effect  in  the  event  of  any  Baron  junior  to  him  being 
promoted  to  that  honour. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

.Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  EoSS,  Phoenix  Park,  Aug.  16,  1800. 

I am  setting  out  on  this  auspicious  day  ^ on  a tour,  taking 
an  interior  circle,  not  going  further  north  than  Enniskillen,  or 
further  south  than  Limerick.  I wish  to  examine  carefully  the 
Pass  of  Newtown  Stewart  in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  about  seven 
miles  on  this  side  of  Strabane,  by  which  any  enemy  landing  at 
Lough  Swilly  or  in  the  upper  Bay  of  Donegal,  must  penetrate 
into  the  country ; for  I think  if  the  French  make  a separate  peace 
with  Austria,^  of  wliich  I have  little  doubt,  they  will  turn  their 
thoughts  to  this  country.  I have  received  a very  kind  invitation 
from  Lord  Enniskillen,  to  whom  I shall  certainly  make  a visit. 
The  late  reverses  on  the  Continent  have  undoubtedly  made  the 
disaffected  in  this  country  a little  more  active,  but  hitherto  accord- 
ing to  my  opinion  in  no  degree  to  create  serious  alarm.  The 
gentry  of  this  country  take  up  reports  and  opinions  hastily,  and  are 
equally  violent  in  their  thoughts  and  actions.  The  Chancellor  is 
full  of  apprehensions  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  and  I think  from  a 
letter  which  I received  from  Lord  Castlereagh  in  the  North,  that  he 
is  more  sensible  of  dangers  than  there  is  at  present  occasion  for. 

' The  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Camden.  July  28  ; but  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  de- 
2 An  armistice  was  (July  15)  concluded  daring  that  his  plenipotentiary,  Comte  de 
between  the  French  and  Austrians,  and  this  St.  Julian,  had  exceeded  his  powers,  refused 
was  followed  by  a treaty  signed  at  Paris,  to  ratify  it. 
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I am  as  watchful  as  any  of  them,  but  I in  general  discourage 
the  accounts  of  plots  and  traitorous  conspiracies,  as  I know  the 
principal  object  of  the  authors  is  to  make  them  an  excuse  for  the 
violences  which  at  all  times  they  wish  to  commit. 

Nothing  can  be  more  quiet  than  Dublin.  In  our  procession 
through  a part  of  the  Liberties,  in  going  from  the  Castle  to  St. 
Patrick’s  Cathedral  at  the  Installation,  the  concourse  of  people  was 
immense,  and  they  all  had  cheerful  countenances,  and  when  I 
passed  they  cried  out,  “ There  he  is ; that’s  he,”  and  often  added, 
‘‘  God  bless  him.”  These  are  not  unpleasant  circumstances  to  a 
man  who  has  governed  a country  above  two  years  by  martial  law. 

I have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Mr.  Upton  ^ since  I 
received  your  letter,  he  called  on  me  for  a few  minutes  with  his 
brother.^  He  does  not  stand  for  the  county  of  Monaghan,  where 
he  would  not  have  the  smallest  chance  of  success.  The  candidates 
are  Colonel  Westenra^  and  Mr.  Leslie,^  son  of  the  late  member. 
Government  takes  no  part,  but  it  could  on  no  account  be  hostile 
to  Westenra,  who  is  supported  by  Lord  Clermont,  and  all  those 
who  married  the  heiresses  of  Lady  Blayney.^ 

Lord  Templetown,  who  had  no  support  to  give  but  his  vote  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  is  angry  that  he  is  not  made  an  Earl  and  a 
Eepresentative  Peer,  but  it  is  my  lot  to  meet  with  unpleasant  cir- 
cumstances of  that  nature  every  day,  and,  what  is  still  worse,  to 
have  promises  claimed  which  I never  gave,  for  there  is  no  trick  too 
impudent  or  too  profligate  for  a thorough-paced  Irish  politician. 
I said  that,  from  what  I heard,  I thought  the  object  of  the  expedi- 
tions now  going  out  were  reasonable,  but  I by  no  means  know  that 
they  are  attainable,  as  I am  totally  ignorant  of  the  information  on 
which  they  were  undertaken. 


* Hon.  Fulke  Greville  Upton,  2nd  son  of 
Clotworthy,  1st  Baron  Templetown,  a Colonel 
in  the  army;  b,  April  3,  1773,  d.  March  4, 
1846,  He  assumed  the  name  and  arms  of 
Howard,  in  consequence  of  his  marriage, 
July  7,  1807,  with  Mary,  only  child  and  heir 
of  Richard  Howard,  Esq.,  of  Elford  and  Castle 
Rising.  He  was  for  several  years  A.D.C.  to 
General  Ross.  M.P.  for  Castle  Rising  from 
1808  to  1832. 

2 John  Henry,  2nd  Baron  Templetown,  made 
a Viscount  March  8,  1806  ; b.  Nov.  8, 1771, 
d.  Sept.  21,  1846;  m.  Oct.  7,  1796,  Mary, 
dau.  of  John,  5th  Earl  of  Sandwich.  M.P.  for 
Bury  St,  Edmonds  from  Aug,  1803  to  1812. 

® Warner  William  Westenra  (the  successful 
candidate  on  this  occasion),  b.  Oct.  14,  1765, 
d.  Dec.  10,  1842  ; m.  1st,  Oct.  3,  1791, 
Mary  Anne,  dau.  of  Charles  Walsh,  Esq.,  of 
Walsh  Park  ; 2nd,  June  3,  1819,  Augusta, 
dau.  of  Francis  Lord  Elcho,  and  sister  of 
Francis,  7th  Earl  of  Wemyss.  Mr.  Wes- 


tenra, Aug.  6,  1801,  succeeded  to  the  title 
and  estates  of  th^  1st  Lord  Rossmore,  s6 
created  1796,  with  remainder  to  the  issue 
male  of  his  wife’s  sisters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Wes- 
tenra was  one. 

Charles  Powell  Leslie,  b.  about  1766, 
d.  Nov.  15,  1831  ; m.  1st,  Anne,  dau.  of 
Rev.  Charles  Ryder,  son  of  John,  Archbishop 
of  Tuam  ; and,  2nd,  May  24,  1819,  Christi- 
ana, dau.  of  George  Fosbery,  Esq.,  of  Clo- 
rane.  M.P.  for  Monaghan  from  Nov.  1801 
to  1826,  and  for  New  Ross  from  Aug.  1830 
to  June,  1831. 

® Mary,  widow  of  Cadwallader,  7th  Baron 
Blayney,  and  dau.  and  sole  heir  of  Sir  Alexan- 
der Cairns,  Bart.,  of  Monaghan  ; d.  Aug.  28, 
1790  ; ra.  1st,  Aug.  3,  1724,  Lord  Blayney; 
and  2nd,  Colonel  John  Murray,  by  whom  she 
had  five  daughters, — Lady  Rossmore,  Lady 
Clei-mont,  Mrs.  Jones  (wife  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Theopliilus  Jones),  Mrs.  Westenra,  and 
Mary,  who  died  young. 
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Mr.  Dundas  sent  me  Lord  Wellesley’s  letter  and  his  answer, 
and  the  papers  respecting  the  Nabob  of  Arcot ; ^ I told  him  that  I 
wished  the  latter  to  be  so  managed,  as  either  to  frighten  him  so 
much  as  to  induce  him  to  give  up  the  management  of  the  country, 
or  to  furnish  a pretext  for  taking  it  from  him. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  SlaneCastle,  Aug.  17,  1800. 

I have  hitherto  omitted  to  mention  to  your  Grace  that  I 
promised  Lord  Longue ville,  to  move  His  Maj^ty  to  confer  upon 
Lord  Bantry  the  dignity  of  a Yiscount. 

Your  Grace  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the  strong  parlia- 
mentary interest  which  Lord  Longueville  possesses,  and  of  his 
support  of  the  measure  of  the  Union,  to  render  anything  further 
on  my  part  necessary  in  urging  a compliance  with  his  request. 

I likewise  believe  that  I omitted  to  mention  to  your  Grace, 
that  I had  engaged  to  recommend  Lady  Viscountess  Castlestewart 
for  the  dignity  of  a Countess,  since  which  Lord  Castlestewart  ^ has 
applied  that  he  himself  may  be  made  an  Earl,  to  which  exchange 
I conceive  that  there  can  be  no  objection. 

Lord  Castlereagh  will  explain  the  particular  pretensions  of 
Lord  Castlestewart.  j have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


The  Archbishop  of  Cashel  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 


My  Lord,  Cashel,  Aug.  26,  1800. 

Since  I came  from  Dublin  to  this  country  I have  had  so 
much  reason  to  apprehend  that  this  year’s  crop  of  potatoes  will  fall 
far  short  of  a sufficiency  to  feed  those  who  depend  upon  them  for 


their  support,  that  it  seems  to  b 

^ Lord  Cornwallis,  when  in  India,  had  with 
difficulty  prevailed  on  the  then  Nabob  of  the 
Carnatic  to  observe  the  existing  treaties.  His 
son,  Omdad  ul  Orarah,  w'ho  succeeded  Oct.  16, 
1795,  was  still  more  impracticable.  On  the 
capture  of  Seringapatam,  papers  were  found 
proving  him  to  have  been  in  constant  commu- 
nication with  Tippoo.  After  much  considera- 
tion, Lord  Wellesley  determined  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  Carnatic,  unless  cer  tain  ter  ms 

VOL.  III. 


mdispensably  necessary  to  renew 

wer-e  agreed  to  by  tire  Nabob,  whose  death, 
July  15,  1801,  put  an  end  to  the  discussion. 
His  son  was  however  equally  obstirrate,  and 
the  result  was  the  annexation  of  the  Carnatic 
before  the  close  of  the  month. 

2 Andrew  Thomas,  6th  Lor*d  and  1st  Eail 
of  Castle  Stuar’t,  so  made  Dec.  29,  1800  ; 
h.  Aug.  29,  1725,  d.  Aug.  26,  1809  ; ni. 
Aug.  2,  1782,  Sarah,  dau.  and  co-heir  of  Mr. 
Justice  Lill. 
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the  proclamation  against  distilling  of  corn.  I also  doubt  whether 
it  may  not  become  necessary  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  it. 
That  the  crop  of  potatoes  will  be  extremely  defective  is  the  opinion 
of  every  skilful  person  with  whom  I have  conversed  on  this  subject. 
Should  this  opinion  be  well  founded,  which  I believe  it  to  be,  I 
submit  to  your  Excellency  whether  some  means  ought  not  to  be 
forthwith  adopted,  to  avail  yourself  of  the  present  plentiful  crop  of 
corn  as  a substitute  for  the  potatoes. 

Yom’  Excellency  will,  I hope,  excuse  the  liberty  I have  taken 
in  suggesting  this  idea  to  your  better  judgment ; who  will,  I am 
sure,  do  what  upon  due  consideration  shall  be  more  advisable  on 
this  occasion.  1 have,  &c., 

C.  Cashel. 

Lieut.-Coloxel  Littlehales  to  Major-General  Sir  James  Duff. 

Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  Sept.  11,  1800. 

In  consequence  of  the  representation  of  the  alarming  state 
of  part  of  the  district  under  yom'  command,  which  was  this  day 
made  by  the  magistrates  and  gentlemen  of  the  county  and  city 
of  Limerick  to  my  Lord-Lieutenant,  at  the  meeting  convened 
by  his  Excellency  for  that  especial  purpose,  I am  directed  by 
his  Excellency  to  acquaint  you  that  a professional  gentleman  of 
legal  experience,  ability,  and  integrity,  will  be  selected,  with  a 
view  of  assisting  you  in  conducting  the  proceedings  of  courts- 
martial,  the  necessity  of  which  is  at  present  too  apparent,  and  of 
arranging  the  evidences  and  preparing  the  witnesses  for  prosecu- 
tion. This  gentleman  will  be  desired  to  confer  on  aU  occasions 
with  you,  and  you  will  cause  all  informations  and  depositions  of 
every  description  to  be  transmitted  to  liim ; he  will  point  out  the 
persons,  who  being  apprehended  ought  to  be  bailed ; he  will  com- 
pare the  evidence  with  the  charges  alleged  against  them  respec- 
tively, and  give  Ins  judgment  on  those  cases  in  which  it  may  be 
proper  to  proceed. 

The  gentleman  to  be  appointed  to  execute  these  arduous  duties, 
^vill  arrange  the  nature  of  the  charges,  and  point  out  those  who 
are  proper  objects  for  trial  by  coml-martial,  by  the  Insurrection 
Act,  or  by  the  ordinary  tribunal  of  justice  ; he  will  attend  the  trials, 
regulate  the  evidence  and  frame  the  sentences. 

You  will  in  every  instance  consult  as  far  as  may  be  necessary, 
the  wishes  of  the  magistrates  and  gentlemen  of  your  district,  and 
co-operate  with  them,  at  the  same  time  that  you  will  claim  their 
assistance  and  support,  and  recommend  unanimity  and  concert  to 
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them,  without  which  it  will  not  be  reasonable  to  expect  a speedy 
restoration  of  tranquillity  and  peace. 

In  order  more  fully  to  enable  you  to  suppress  the  present  dan- 
gerous spirit  of  outrage  to  the  laws,  and  to  check  the  system  of 
liorrid  whippings  and  depredation  which  are  continually  perpe- 
trated, I am  enjoined  by  his  Excellency  to  invest  you  with  powers 
to  confirm  the  sentences  of  courts-martial,  in  all  cases  where  deatli 
is  not  pronounced,  and  to  inflict  corporal  punishment,  where  the 
sentences  are  of  that  nature,  provided  you  are  thoroughly  satisfied 
of  the  guilt  and  criminality  so  sentenced. 

In  delegating  these  extraordinary  powers  to  you,  his  Excellency 
is  persuaded  that  you  will  use  them  with  firmness  and  discretion, 
and  that  you  must  be  sensible  that  his  Excellency  can  only  bring 
himself  to  grant  them  to  you,  to  relieve  the  loyal  inhabitants  from 
the  cruel  sufferings  to  which  they  are  at  present  exposed. 

It  will  be  indis]3ensably  necessary  for  you  to  establish  your 
headquarters  at  Limerick,  and  not  to  quit  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  that  station  but  in  cases  of  emergencies. 

His  Excellency  recommends  through  you  to  the  magistrates 
and  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Limerick,  to  establish  parochial 
offices,  and  to  obtain  a particular  description  of  the  individuals  in 
each  parish,  and  make  such  further  regulations  as  may  appear  to 
you  to  be  necessary. 

In  short,  by  a temperate,  firm,  and  judicious  line  of  conduct, 
aided  and  supported  by  the  magistrates  and  gentlemen  of  the 
district,  there  cannot  be  the  smallest  doubt  but  that  you  will  with 
your  own  exertions,  and  the  assistance  of  the  Military  whenever 
the  Civil  power  may  demand  it,  speedily  and  effectually  bring  to 
justice  all  delinquents,  and  restore  peace  to  this  disturbed  part  of 
Ireland.  I ^ave,  &c., 

E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  Sept.  17,  1800. 

I returned  to  this  place  on  the  13th,  after  a scene  of 
crowded  tables  and  constant  hurry  of  twenty-eight  days,  to  wliich 
my  spirits  are  very  unequal.  I found  however  no  trace  of  ill-humour 
with  respect  to  the  Union,  and  with  the  exception  only  of  the 
county  of  Limerick,  the  whole  country  through  which  I passed  was 
as  perfectly  tranquil  as  any  part  of  Britain.  The  disturbances  and 
outrages  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  according  to  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  magistrates,  whom  I convened  to  meet  me  in  the 
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county-hall  in  Limerick,  do  not  proceed  from  any  remains  of  the 
old  leaven  of  treason  and  rebellion,  but  from  local  causes  of  dis- 
content, such  as  tythes,  and  the  letting  lands  over  the  heads  of  the 
ancient  occupiers.  But  from  whatever  species  of  grievances  they 
arise,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  present  horrors  should  be 
checked,  or  the  country  will  be  depopulated,  and  I flatter  myself 
that  I have,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  meeting  I mentioned, 
arranged  a plan  that  will  answer  the  purpose. 

We  succeed  miserably  in  our  expeditions,  which  will  I am 
afraid  never  force  Buonaparte  to  submit  to  our  terms  : would  to  God 
that  we  had  peace  almost  on  any  terms,  for  it  is  evident  we  cannot 
make  war. 

Lord ’s  situation  is  much  to  be  lamented,  but  I confess 

that  I see  no  prospect  of  its  being  improved  by  the  plan  proposed 

by  Mr. . Without  service  or  money,  and  with  very  little 

interest,  never  intending  to  join  any  regiment,  how  is  he  to  get  his 
name  pushed  forward  from  being  youngest  Lieutenant  in  some 
corps  to  the  rank  of  Field-Officer  ? ,it  would  perhaps  be  easier  if  he 
was  a more  obscure  man.  It  appears  to  me  on  the  whole  that  the 
attempt  would  engage  those  who  embarked  in  it,  in  endeavouring 
to  carry  one  of  the  most  outrageous  and  mischievous  jobs  that  ever 
was  proposed,  without  a prospect  of  any  adequate  advantage  to  the 
person  for  whom  it  was  undertaken ; and  after  the  line  of  conduct 
which  I have  myself  observed,  and  the  language  which  I have  uni- 
formly held  on  the  abuses  of  the  army,  I should  perhaps  be  more 
blameable  than  any  other  person,  if  I gave  it  any  support.  After 

all  I suspect  that  Lord ’s  military  inclinations  are,  like  his 

father’s,  principally  conflned  to  the  plumage  and  tinsel  of  war. 
I annex  an  extract  of  what  I wrote  to  a certain  personage  on  the 
subject  of  expeditions. 

Give  my  kindest  compliments  to  Mrs.  Boss,  and 

Believe  me,  &c., 


[Extract.] 


Cornwallis. 

Sept.  7,  1800. 


“ I admit  that  whilst  we  are  at  war,  and  have  the  means  of 
acting,  we  should  not  remain  entirely  on  the  defensive ; but  at  the 
same  time  I would  not  go  lightly  in  quest  of  adventures,  with 
regiments  raised  with  extreme  difficulty,  without  means  of  recruit- 
ing, and  which  are  at  present  in  an  unformed  state,  and  commanded 
principally  by  officers  without  experience  and  knowledge  of  their 
profession.  The  expense  likewise  of  expeditions  is  enormous,  and 
the  disgrace  attending  upon  ill  success  is  not  likely  to  promote 
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that  most  desirable  object,  a good  Peace ; I therefore  think  that 
the  probability  of  attaining  solid  advantages  should  clearly  appear. 

‘‘  You  will  not  in  our  present  circumstances  suspect  me  of  looking 
forward  to  a Continental  war,  or  of  thinking  that  any  benefits  can 
arise  from  a numerous  encampment  at  Windsor;  but  I wish  to 
improve  our  present  disposable  force,  of  which  it  stands  in  the 
greatest  need,  and  would  not  hazard  the  destruction  of  it,  unless 
the  objects  to  be  obtained  were  of  real  importance. 

‘‘  If  there  is  a reasonable  prospect  of  success  at  either  of  the 
places  you  mention,  I think  them  of  sufficient  consequence  to 
justify  the  attempt.” 

Earl  Camden  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

Dear  Castlereagh,  wiidemesse,  Sept.  26,  isoo. 

. . . I apprised  Mr.  Pitt  of  the  necessity  of  writing  such 

a letter  to  Lord  Cornwallis  as  should  persuade  him  of  the  real 
wish  of  the  English  Government  that  he  should  remain  in  Ireland, 
and  he  told  me  he  would  speak  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  who,  he 
doubted  not,  would  write  to  him  in  such  a manner  as  would  be 
most  Likely  to  induce  him  to  stay  there  with  comfort  to  himself. 

Most  affectionately  yours, 

Camden. 

The  rest  of  the  letter  contains  a proposition  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh to  relinquish  the  office  of  Keeper  of  the  Signet  in  Ireland 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Pelham,  on  the  understanding  that  the  office 
of  Chief  Secretary  would  not  be  in  the  gift  of  the  Lord-Lieutenant, 
but  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  thus  be  more  permanent  in  its 
character. 

Lord  Castlereagh  answered  the  following  day  by  placing  his 
office  of  Keeper  of  the  Signet  at  Mr.  Pitt’s  disposal,  but  suggesting 
that  when  Mr.  Pelham  resigned  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  it 
should  be  permanently  affixed  to  that  of  Chief  Secretary. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Received  Sept.  29.] 

My  dear  Lord,  WhitehaU,  Sept.  25,  1800. 

. . . Our  time  has  been  so  much  occupied  of  late  6^  the. 

most  important  of  all  possible  subjects,^  as  you  will  probably  have 


* M.  Otto,  the  French  agent  in  England  for  an  armistice  between  France  and  England, 
for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  had  towards  Projets  and  contre-projets  were  exchanged, 
the  middle  of  August  made  some  overtures  but  without  effect;  and,  on  Oct.  5,  M.  Otto 
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been  informed  by  Lord  Castlereagh,  that  I trust  you  will  forgive  us 
for  detaining  him  till  next  week,  before  which  it  will  be  impossible 
for  us  to  take  into  consideration  the  different  propositions  re- 
specting the  provisions  for  Roman  Catholic  and  Dissenting  Clergy, 
and  the  other  very  important  questions,  relative  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  general  and  tythes,  but  in  the  course  of  which  I trust 
and  believe  that  he  will  be  enabled  to  lay  before  you  the  opinion 
of  the  King’s  servants  upon  all  those  subjects,  but  certainly  on  the 
two  first.  I have,  &c., 

Portland. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phojnix  Park,  Oct.  s,  isoo. 

The  letter  of  which  I sent  you  an  extract  was  addressed  to 
D.  (Dundas)  who  has  always  treated  me  with  more  attention  and  con- 
fidence than  any  other  of  my  late  colleagues.  The  ultimate  object  ^ 
of  the  expedition  which  was  to  have  been  carried  into  execution 
after  the  junction  of  Sir  R.  A.  (Abercromby)  is  laid  aside.  Being 
totally  ignorant  of  the  information,  if  any  existed,  on  which  it  was 
to  be  undertaken,  I am  not  authorised  to  give  an  opinion  on  its 
probable  success,  but  I am  inclined  to  think  it  was  the  wisest  thing 
to  let  it  alone.  I understand  that  of  the  force  which  has  been 
collected  at  Gibraltar  for  the  purpose  of  expeditioning,  supposed 
20,000,  5000  are  to  go  to  Minorca,  10,000  to  Lisbon,  and  5000  are 
to  come  to  Ireland.  I am  afraid  that  any  defalcation  of  the  num- 
ber will  fall  on  Ireland. 

I cannot  help  entertaining  considerable  apprehensions  that  our 
Cabinet  will  not  have  the  firmness  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will 
render  the  Union  an  efficient  advantage  to  the  empire.  Those 
things  which,  if  now  liberally  granted,  might  make  the  Irish  a 
loyal  people,  will  be  of  little  avail  when  they  are  extorted  on  a 
future  day.  I do  not,  however,  despair. 

His  Majesty  first  sent  me  a private  communication  through  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  and  afterwards  ordered  a public  letter  to  be 
written  by  his  Grace,  desiring  that  I would  immediately  arrange 
the  consolidation  of  the  Ordnance  establishments  of  Great  Britain 

announced  that  the  negociations  were  at  an  wards  sent  to  Gibraltar,  and  placed  under 
end.  Malta,  then  besieged  by  the  English,  Sir  R.  Abercromby.  The  plan  alluded  to  was 
was  one  gi’eat  cause  of  dispute.  That  difficulty  to  land  the  troops  between  Genoa  and  Nice, 
had  however  been  already  removed,  though  take  possession  of  the  passes  of  the  Maritime 
neither  party  knew  it.  The  island  surren-  Alps,  and  cut  the  French  in  Italy  off  from  all 
dered  Sept.  15.  communication  by  those  routes  with  France. 

‘ This  army  was  assembled  at  IMinorca  The  rapid  success  of  Bonaparte,  after  Marengo, 
under  Sir  Charles  Stuart ; and  was  after-  l endei’ed  this  scheme  hopeless. 
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and  Ireland,  and  offering  to  put  as  many  of  the  officers  of  the  Irish 
artiUery  into  the  line  as  were  not  qualified  for  the  artillery  service. 
To  the  private  letter  I replied  that  I thought  the  consolidation 
very  advisable,  and  that  it  would  be  very  proper  to  arrange  a plan 
for  effecting  it ; but  that  I hoped  it  would  not  be  brought  forward 
immediately,  whilst  the  wax  was  stiU  warm  on  the  patents  of  the 
new  Master-General  and  Lieut. -General — that  it  would  not  be  a 
popular  measure  on  this  side  of  the  Channel,  and  that  I should 
therefore  recommend  that,  instead  of  standing  alone  as  the  first 
feature  of  the  Union,  it  might  be  brought  forward  some  months 
hence,  accompanied  by  other  arrangements  of  a more  pleasing  and 
palatable  nature.  I shall  answer  the  public  letter  which  I received 
yesterday,  with  a similar  proposal  of  delay. 

To  have  run  the  hazard  of  agitating  this  island  to  a degree  of 
madness,  to  have  taken  a step  which  everybody  for  the  last  century 
would  have  thought  likely  to  produce  a civil  war — for  what?  to 
consolidate  the  two  Ordnance  establishments,  which  might  have 
been  done  eight  or  nine  years  ago  with  the  greatest  ease,  if  the  D. 
of  Eichmond  had  been  in  the  smallest  degree  accommodating,  and 
wliich  in  fact,  except  as  a little  scramble  for  patronage  is  concerned, 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Union. 

Believe  me,  &:c., 

Cornwallis. 


IMarquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  KoSS,  Phcenix  Park,  Oct.  24,  1800. 

This  letter  will,  I conclude,  find  you  settled  in  town,  and  I 
hope  that  none  of  the  family  are  the  worse  for  the  excursion. 

Everything  here  is  going  on  much  as  usual ; our  scarcity  is  not 
likely  to  be  so  severely  felt  as  yours  in  England ; our  potatoe 
crop,  however,  is  certainly  not  good,  which  will  probably  occasion 
pretty  serious  distress  in  the  spring.  I am,  besides,  under  some 
apprehensions  that  the  madness  and  folly  of  our  Lord  Mayor,^  in 
the  violence  of  his  warfare*  against  forestallers,  &c.,  &c.,  will 

' Aldeiman  John  Exshaw,  b.  1751,  d.  on  each  occasion  5007.,  with  one  month’s 
Jan.  6,  1827.  imprisonment  for  the  first,  and  three  months 

2 The  doctrines  about  what  was  then  for  the  second  oftence.  Lord  Kenyon  pre- 
called forestalling  and  regrating  would  in  sided  at  one  trial,  and  when  the  verdict  was 
modern  times  be  considered  very  extraor-  delivered,  assured  the  jury  that  no  greater 
dinary.  In  the  newspapers  of  the  day  it  is  benefit  had  ever  before  been  conferred  upon 
stated  that  upwards  of  400  convictions  for  the  country  by  any  jury.  He  could  find  no 
these  offences  took  place.  Among  others  statute  bearing  on  this  question,  but  was 
Mr.  S.  F.  Waddington  was  convicted  at  Wor-  obliged  to  fall  back  on  the  common  law, 
cester,  and  afterwards  at  Maidstone,  and  fined  based  on  “ Lex  Julia  de  Aunonis.” 
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totally  destroy  the  Dublin  market.  It  is  a delicate  matter  for  the 
interference  of  Government,  especially  when  we  have  to- deal  with 
a fool,  who  is  playing  the  popular  game ; but  something  must  be 
done. 

My  promised  reinforcements,  which  amounted  to  two  brigades, 
besides  the  4th  regiment,  are  all  in  the  air.  God  knows  what  is  to 
become  of  the  Mediterranean  army,  from  which  I was  to  have 
received  the  two  brigades ; and  I am  told  that  the  4th  cannot  be 
spared  from  England.  We  have  given,  within  these  six  last 
months,  8000  very  fine  men  from  the  Irish  militia  to  the  line,  and 
between  3000  and  4000  from  the  fencibles  to  the  line,  and  Colonel 
Manningham’s  rifle  corps — which  last  is  a very  amusing  play- 
thing. Lord  Cawdor’s  fine  regiment  is  likewise  leaving  us,  so 
that,  on  the  whole,  we  shall,  I am  afraid,  make  but  a bad  battle  if 
the  French  should  find  their  way  hither.  I do  not  like  the  regi- 
ments that  I have  seen  which  have  been  filled  up  from  the 
English  militia.  I have  earnestly  requested  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land to  endeavour  to  prevail  on  H.  M.  to  postpone  for  a time 
the  consolidation  of  the  departments  of  Ordnance  and  the  corps  of 
Artillery. 

Lord  Castlereagh  will  return  soon  to  England  to  try  to  per- 
suade the  Ministers  to  adopt  manfully  the  only  measure  which  can 
ever  make  the  mass  of  the  people  in  Ireland  good  subjects ; but  I 
suspect  that  there  is  too  much  apprehension  of  giving  offence  in  a 
certain  quarter.^  I have  said  that  I will  stay  till  next  summer, 
and  I think  that  is  as  much  as  can  in  reason  be  asked ; but  I have 
cause  to  believe  that  reason  will  be  put  out  of  the  question,  and 
that  I shall  be  further  pressed. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Secret  and  Confidential.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Nov.  1,  1800. 

The  impossibility  of  insuring  a protection  to  Ireland  by 
means  of  our  fleets  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  the  difficulty  of 
assembling  an  army  in  time  to  oppose  a formidable  invasion  in  an 
island  which  is  open  to  be  attacked  at  such  distant  points,  and 
which  affords  no  positions  where  a small  body  of  troops  could 
materially  retard  the  progress  of  a superior  enemy,  have  struck  me 


^ The  King. 
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very  forcibly  ; and  it  has  often  occurred  to  me  that  the  erection  of 
two  or  three  fortresses,  in  situations  judiciously  chosen,  might 
greatly  tend  to  the  future  security  of  this  part  of  His  Majesty’s 
dominions. 

The  consideration,  however,  that  a plan  of  this  kind  could  not 
be  carried  into  effect  within  a period  that  w'ould  afford  a prospect 
of  its  being  of  any  service  during  the  present  war,  and  the  appre- 
hension of  alarming  both  countries  by  a proposition  of  so  expensive 
a nature,  have  hitherto  discouraged  me  from  submitting  my 
thoughts  on  this  head  to  your  Grace ; but  having  understood 
lately  that  similar  ideas  have  been  entertained  in  England  by 
persons  in  high  official  situations,  and  that  it  is  probable  that  my 
sentiments  niay  not  be  unfavourably  received,  I have  been  induced 
to  venture  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Grace  and  His  Majesty’s 
other  confidential  servants,  to  the  subject,  and  to  submit  to 
you  the  expediency  of  my  sending  for  two  or  three  officers  of 
engineers  from  England,  in  whose  judgment  I could  best  confide, 
to  examine  the  country,  and  fix  on  the  spots  where  such  fortresses 
could  be  most  advantageously  constructed. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  suggestions  of  Lord  Cornwallis  coincide  singularly  with 
those  submitted  to  Government  in  a more  detailed  plan  by  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  when  Chief  Secretary  in  Ireland.  The  latter 
considered  that  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  the  excellence  of  the 
roads  made  it  almost  impossible  to  select  any  position  for  an  army 
which  was  not  liable  to  be  turned ; and  he  therefore  proposed  to 
construct  three  fortresses  at  Cashel,  Monaghan,  and  Galway,  able 
to  hold  6000  men  each,  but  for  which  4000  would  be  a sufficient 
garrison.  The  King’s  troops  would  thus  be  enabled  to  hold  their 
ground  against  superior  forces,  and  the  loyal  inhabitants  would 
have  a safe  place  of  refuge. 

Dublin,  the  Duke  thought,  could  not  be  defended  by  lines,  or 
by  a system  of  detached  forts ; but  the  Pigeon  House,  and  con- 
nected with  it,  Kingsend,  should  be  fortified,  which  would  require 
about  as  strong  a garrison  as  either  of  the  other  places.  The  city 
would  thus  be  rendered  untenable  by  an  enemy,  who  could  receive 
no  supplies  by  sea.  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  1802,  while  commenting 
upon  Colonel  Hope’s  plans,  suggests  a course  very  similar  to  that 
subsequently  proposed  by  the  Duke.  But  to  garrison  such  for- 
tresses, and  yet  retain  a corps  available  for  field  operations,  required 
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a large  force.  Lord  Cornwallis  had  repeatedly  complained  to  the 
Government  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  army,  both  as  to  numbers 
and  quality.  In  July,  1799,  out  of  nearly  60,000  men,  he  had 
only  five  regiments  of  regular  cavalry,  and  nine  battalions  of  the 
line.  In  September,  1800,  when  he  had  a little  above  40,000  men, 
he  renewed  his  application  for  more  troops,  grounding  it  on  the 
political  state  of  the  country,  and  on  the  danger  which  would  arise 
from  the  landing  of  10,000  or  20,000  men. 

The  country,”  he  said,  “ is  quiet,  but  on  an  invasion,  with 
prospects  of  success,  the  ill  disposition  of  the  Irish  would  show  itself 
in  hostility  and  outrage.  The  yeomanry  not  calculated  to  serve  in 
the  field  against  a regular  army ; the  militia  and  fencibles  incom- 
plete, and  very  deficient  in  officers  capable  of  conducting  them 
against  veterans ; the  regulars  good  in  officers,  but  their  ranks 
filled  with  recruits  from  militia  and  fencibles.” 

At  this  time,  as  Colonel  Littlehales  informed  Lord  Castlereagh, 
there  were  not,  out  of  the  large  number  on  paper,  20,000  men  fit 
for  duty,  who  could  be  reckoned  upon  to  defend  a country  peculiarly 
open  to  invasion  from  its  numerous  bays ; nor,  in  the  opinion  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  was  there  any  defensive  position  in  which  it  would 
have  been  wise  to  await  an  attack.  The  French,  he  thought,  could 
easily  force  him  to  fight,  or  compel  liim  to  give  up  the  open  country, 
which  would  inevitably  lead  to  a general  insurrection.  Unless, 
therefore,  the  blockade  of  Brest  could  be  maintained  with  certainty, 
Lord  Cornwallis  earnestly  pressed  for  a large  reinforcement — at 
least  7000  infantry  and  two  regiments  of  light  cavalry. 

The  English  Government  on  this  occasion  endeavoured  to  meet 
the  difficulty,  by  offering,  as  they  had  previously  done,  foreign 
troops.  At  one  time  they  had  proposed  Kussians ; in  November  of 
this  year  they  proposed  6000  Dutch,  to  which  Lord  Cornwallis 
reluctantly  assented ; but  even  these  were  never  sent,  and  with  a 
force  not  much  more  than  sufficient  to  preserve  domestic  tran- 
quillity, he  was  left  to  meet  the  risk  of  a foreign  invasion,  which 
happily  was  prevented  by  the  activity  of  the  fieet. 

These  were  not  the  only  military  difficulties  against  which  Lord 
Cornwallis  had  to  contend.  Notwithstanding  all  his  exertions 
many  regiments  were  in  a lamentable  state  of  discipline.  Some 
instances  of  this  have  already  been  given,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
troops,  especially  of  the  militia,  does  not  appear  to  have  improved 
this  year.  The  most  stringent  general  orders  were  issued,  but  were 
so  ill  obeyed,  that  it  was  necessary  to  repeat  them  week  after  week, 
till  the  close  of  the  summer.  Provisions,  especially  potatoes,  were 
forcibly  seized  on  their  way  to  market,  and  subordinate  officers  were 
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in  the  habit  of  pressing  cars,  nominally  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
but  really  for  their  own.  Occasionally  officers  were  guilty  of  crimes 
of  a deeper  dye.  A female,  who  was  a crown  witness  in  a case  of 
murder,  was  brought  into  a garrison  town  for  the  protection  of  her 

life.  Lieutenant of  the  — regiment,  and  Lieutenant of 

the  — militia,  under  whose  charge  she  was  placed,  availed  them- 
selves of  their  position  to  commit  the  most  criminal  outrages  upon 
her.  A large  reward  was  offered  in  the  Gazette  for  their  appre- 
hension, but  by  an  immediate  flight  they  escaped  the  pimishment 
which  their  conduct  had  deserved. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Dui^e  of  Portland, 

[Secret  and  Confidential.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Nov.  1,  1800. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Grace  a distribution 
of  His  Majesty’s  forces  in  Ireland,  a return  of  the  stationary  and 
disposable  troops,  and  copies  of  the  secret  instructions  which  have 
been  sent  to  the  general  officers  commanding  districts. 

With  respect  to  the  quality  of  our  troops,  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  explain  to  your  Grace  that  the  Irish  militia  and  fencible 
corps  serving  in  this  country  have,  within  a few  months,  given 
about  12,000  of  their  best  men  to  the  regular  service,  and  that, 
consequently,  a great  portion  of  this  part  of  our  force  is  composed 
of  raw  and  undisciplined  recruits. 

On  the  subject  of  the  militia  and  fencibles  I must  likewise 
observe,  that  the  same  sense  of  subordination,  and  an  equal  zeal 
and  energy,  cannot  be  expected  from  the  officers  in  general  of 
troops  of  this  description,  as  may  be  naturally  looked  for  .amongst 
those  who  have  chosen  the  army  as  their  profession,  and  whose 
great  objects  in  life  depend  entirely  on  the  military  character 
which  they  may  be  able  to  establish. 

The  regiments  of  the  line  serving  in  this  country,  having  been 
lately  filled  up  from  a very  reduced  state  by  volunteers  from  the 
English  militia,  must  likewise  be  considered  as  young  regiments, 
and  the  admission  of  a proportion  of  militia  officers  into  those 
corps,  with  temporary  rank  only  in  the  army,  in  which  they  are  to 
expect  no  further  promotion,  exposes  them,  in  some  degree,  to  the 
inconveniences  I have  stated  in  the  fencible  and  militia  service. 

Comparing  our  present  force  with  the  number  of  troops  in  this 
country  in  May,  1799,  the  infantry  has  suflered  since  that  period  a 
reduction  of  6000  men,  and  will,  in  a few  days,  be  still  further 
reduced  by  the  departure  of  the  Carmarthen  regiment. 
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In  estimating  the  force  with  which  the  enemy  is  likely  to 
attack,  we  can  only  limit  the  amount  by  the  extent  of  their  means 
of  maritime  conveyance,  for  there  is  at  present  little  reason  to 
believe  that  the  French  wall  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  employ 
as  many  veteran  troops  in  the  invasion  of  Ireland  as  their  naval 
resources  will  enable  them  to  transport. 

In  1796  they  embarked  16,000  men  on  board  of  ships-of-war,  a 
considerable  part  of  which  reached  the  Irish  coast  in  48  hours  from 
Brest,  and  the  extraordinary  -circumstances  of  the  weather  alone 
rendered  the  attempt  abortive.  With  the  addition  of  the  Spanish 
ships  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  they  have  now  the 
means  of  transporting  a much  larger  number. 

The  risk  of  being  intercepted  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  greater 
than  it  was  at  that  time,  and  their  success  in  evading  our  fleet  was 
such,  as  to  encourage  them  to  repeat  the  experiment. 

They  have  since  tried  to  move  the  country  by  small  expedi- 
tions, but  they  find  that  the  system  will  not  answer,  and  tends  only 
to  dishearten  and  destroy  those  who  are  well-afiected  to  their  cause. 
If,  then,  after  she  is  freed  from  all  her  other  enemies,  we  are  to 
carry  on  a maritime  war  with  France,  stripped  of  her  colonial  pos- 
sessions, and  precluded  altogether  in  her  present  situation  from 
commerce,  is  it  not  highly  probable  that  the  enterprising  spirit  of 
Buonaparte  will  attempt  to  strike  a formidable  blow  at  the  vitals  of 
the  British  empire,  even  at  the  hazard  of  sacrificing  a remnant  of 
navy  which  in  its  present  condition,  is  rather  a burthen  than  a 
protection  to  his  country,  and  which  would  not  be  of  material 
assistance  in  facilitating  a plan  of  founding  a respectable  marine  in 
France  after  a peace? 

Having  given  my  reasons  to  your  Grace  for  thinking  that  the 
enemy  is  more  capable  than  on  a former  occasion  to  make  a 
powerful  attack  on  this  island,  and  having  stated  that  our  infantry, 
on  which  the  defence  of  this  country  depends,  has  been  consider- 
ably decreased  in  numbers  and  by  no  means  improved  in  quality, 
I feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  represent  the  expediency  of  sending  a 
reinforcement  of  5000  men  to  Ireland. 

I am,  Szc., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Hear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  Nov.  6,  1800. 

. . . The  prospect  of  public  affairs  is  indeed  most 

gloomy.  What  a disgraceful  and  what  an  expensive  campaign 
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have  we  made ! Twenty-two  thousand  men,  a large  proportion  not 
soldiers,  floating  round  the  greater  part  of  Europe,  the  scorn  and 
laughing-stock  of  friends  and  foes.  The  infatuation  of  Ministers  is 
so  great  that  I have  no  hopes  of  amendment,  and  if  the  means  of 
forming  another  army  should  fall  as  unexpectedly  again  into  their 
hands,  they  would  in  a few  months  in  like  manner  bring  it  to  dis- 
grace and  ruin.  In  the  mean  time  I am  very  uneasy  about  our 
situation  at  home,  and  have  made  a strong  requisition  for  rein- 
forcements. 

The  country  is  attackable  on  so  long  an  extent  of  coast  that  it 
will  be  very  difficult  to  assemble  a sufficient  force  to  make  any 
opposition  to  the  progress  of  a capable  and  active  enemy  before  he 
will  have  overrun  a great  part  of  the  island,  that  I have  long 
thought  of  constructing  two  or  three  tolerably  good  fortresses  to 
cover  the  assembling  of  the  army,  and  to  enable  our  troops  to 
adopt  some  measures  of  vigour  without  being  exposed  to  the 
hazard  of  a total  overthrow. 

Considerations  of  expense,  and  the  former  ill-success  of  the  D. 
of  K.,^  prevented  me  from  making  any  communication  of  my  senti- 
ments to  Ministers,  but  understanding  from  Lord  Castlereagh  that 
Mr.  Pitt  entertained  similar  opinions,  I have  made  the  proposition 
to  the  D.  of  P.,  and  have  desired  Macleod  to  sound  Twiss  about 
coming  over  to  assist  in  the  choice  of  the  proper  stations  in  the 
event  of  the  Cabinet’s  adopting  any  part  of  my  ideas. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

This  island  is  as  quiet  as  it  has  been  for  many  years,  and  will 
remain  so  if  it  is  tolerably  governed,  and  the  French  do  not  come 
over. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Nov.  9,  1800. 

General  Massey^  has  most  strongly  urged  me  to  recom- 
mend that  his  wife  should  be  created  a peeress  in  her  own  right,  as 
a reward  for  his  long  and  faithful  services  as  a soldier  and  his  zea- 
lous loyalty  as  a subject. 

^ The  Duke  of  Richmond.  His  plan  for  May  17,  1804  ; m.  May  3,  1767,  Catherine, 
fortifying  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  was  sister  of  Robert,  1st  Earl  of  Leitrim.  A 
negatived  by  the  Speaker’s  casting  vote,  Feb.  General,  Colonel  of  the  27th  Regt.  He  was 
26,1786.  Thenumbers  were  169  on  each  side.  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Culloden,  led  the 
2 General  Eyre  Massey  (brother  of  Hugh,  storm  at  the  Havana,  and  served  with  Wolfe 
1st  Lord  Massey)  was  himself  created  Lord  in  America.  M.P.  for  Swoids  from  1790  to 
Clarina  Dec.  27,  1800;  b.  May  24,  1719,  d.  1797. 
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I informed  him  that  I could  not  venture  to  ask  your  Grace  to 
lay  before  His  ^Majesty  any  further  request  from  me  on  the  subject 
of  peerages  without  danger  of  incurring  his  displeasure ; and  that 
I had,  on  this  ground,  lately  resisted  many  solicitations  of  that 
nature. 

General  Massey,  however,  was  so  confident  of  His  Majesty’s 
disposition  to  confer  such  a mark  of  favour  upon  him,  and  of  your 
Grace’s  inclination  to  promote  liis  wishes,  that  I could  not  refuse 
to  transmit  his  application,  that  His  Majesty  may  judge  how  far 
it  will  be  proper  to  grant  to  Mrs.  Massey  the  honour  wliich  he 
solicits.  j 

COEWALLIS. 

The  Earl  of  Clare  to  Viscouxt  Castlereagh. 

[Private.] 

My  DEAE  LoED,  Ely  Place,  Nov.  14,  1800. 

I have  seen  Sir  Michael  Smith, ^ and  communicated  to  him 
the  offer  wliich  you  authorised  me  to  make  to  him,  of  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant’s  recommendation  to  His  Majesty  to  appoint  him 
Master  of  the  Kolls.  He  is  ready  to  accept  the  situation  on  terms 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  perfectly  reasonable.  The  tenure  of  his 
office  of  a Baron  of  the  Exchequer  is  during  good  behaviour,  and 
the  annual  profits  of  it,  salary  and  fees  included,  are  little  short  of 
three  thousand  pounds.  By  an  xlct  passed  in  Ireland  in  the  reign 
of  Hen.  7th,  the  tenure  of  the  office  of  Master  of  the  Bolls  can  be 
during  tlie  King’s  pleasure  only,  and  from  every  inquiry  which  I 
have  been  enabled  to  make,  the  profits  of  it  do  not  exceed  on  an 
average  eighteen  hundred  pounds  yearly.  There  has,  however,  been 
a shabby  perquisite  of  the  office  arising  from  an  open  sale  of  the 
situation  of  Six  Clerks  and  Examiners  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
wliich  certainly  ought  to  be  abolished.  Under  these  circumstances 
I feel  that  if  the  office  of  Master  of  the  Rolls  is  to  be  placed  on  a 
respectable  foundation  in  this  country,  it  ought  to  be  .assimilated  as 
nearly  as  may  be  to  that  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  England ; 
and  if  the  tenure  in  that  country  is  permanent,  it  ought  to  be  made 
permanent  here ; so  the  profits  of  the  office  here  ought  to  be  made 
up  to  the  possessor  of  it  (fees  included)  three  thousand  pounds 

* Eight  Hon.  Sir  Michael  Smith,  Bart.  Lords  Glandoie  and  Carysfort,  with  an  income. 
So  created  Aug.  28,  1799  ; b.  Sept.  7,  1749,  including  fees,  of  2614^.  a-year,  which  sum 
d.  Dec.  17,  1808  ; m.  1st,  Mary  Anne,  dau.  of  was  granted  to  them  as  compensation.  It  was 
James  Cusac,  Esq.,  of  Coolmines  ; and  2nd,  proposed  to  appoint  Sir  ^Michael,  Master  of 
Eleanor,  dau.  of  Michael  Smith,  Esq.  This  the  Rolls  during  good  behaviour,  with  a net 
office  had  always  been  considered  a political  salary  of  3000/.,  and  that  arrangement  was 
sinecure,  and  Wcis  at  this  time  held  jointly  by  carried  into  effect. 
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annually;  and  if  the  tenure  is  not  to  be  pennanent,  the  King 
should  be  empowered  to  make  a concurrent  grant  to  the  Master 
of  the  Kolls  of  an  annuity  equal  to  that  provided  by  the  Act  of  the 
last  Session  for  him  in  case  of  removal,  to  take  effect  only  if  he 
should  be  removed  from  his  office ; and  if  Sir  ]\Iichael  Smith  has 
an  assurance  that  such  a regulation  will  be  made  when  the  Imperial 
Parliament  shall  meet,  I make  no  doubt  he  will  immediately  accept 
the  office  on  the  faith  of  it. 

If  the  Chancellor  of  Ireland  is  likely  to  be  called  over  occa- 
sionally to  attend  Parliament  at  Westminster,  it  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  administration  of  justice  here,  that  there  should  be 
an  efficient  Master  of  the  Kolls,  which  on  the  present  establishment 
of  the  office,  no  man  who  is  capable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  it 
will  be  found  to  accept  it.  On  the  same  principle  it  will  be  found 
necessary  to  have  a standing  Commission  for  the  custody  of  the 
Great  Seal  in  the  absence  of  the  Chancellor  (with  the  King’s 
license),  directed  to  the  twelve  Judges,  or  by  one  of  them ; and  I 
shall  take  the  liberty  to  send  you  the  sketch  of  such  a Commission, 
wliich  you  will- have  the  goodness  to  transmit  to  England.  But  if 
there  should  arise  any  difficulty  there  in  directing  such  a Com- 
mission, I shall  thank  you  to  request  in  my  name  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  Lord-Lieutenant,  that  he  will  have  the  goodness  to 
recommend  to  His  Majesty  to  grant  me  leave  of  absence  to  go  to 
England,  which  is  essential  to  my  health,  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  Parliament ; and  in  the  event  of 
any  objection  to  a standing  Commission  for  the  custody  of  the 
Seals,  that  His  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  order  a tem- 
porary Commission  for  the  custody  of  it,  directed  in  the  usual  form 
to  Lord  Kilwarden,  Lord  Yelverton,  and  Sir  Michael  Smith. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Clare. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Pi'ivate.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Nov.  15,  1800. 

I have  recommended  Mr.  Toler,  who  is  to  succeed  Lord 
Carleton  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  Lord  Charles 
Fitzgerald,^  whose  situation  Lord  Castlereagh  explained  to  your 

’ Lord  Charles  Fitzgerald,  second  son  of  have  been  a dairyman.  A Vice-Admiral. 
James,  1st  Duke  of  Leinster.  Created  Loi’d  M.P.  for  Arundel  from  Jan.  to  May,  1807  ; 
Lecale  Dec.  27,  1800,  b.  June  30,  1756,  for  Kildare  county  1776  to  1790 ; Cavan 
d.  Feb.  18,  1810;  m.  Oct.  1808,  Julia,  borough  to  1797  ; Ardfert  1798  to  the  Union, 
widow  of  Thomas  Carton,  Esq.,  of  Maids-  Commissioner  of  Revenue  1789  to  1792,  and 
town  near  Dublin,  said  in  Cox’s  Magazine  to  then  Muster-Master-General  to  1806. 
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Grace,  for  Peerages  of  this  kingdom ; and  with  great  diffidence  I 
must  request  that  your  Grace  will  endeavour  to  obtain  His  Majesty’s 
permission  that  I may  add  one  more  recommendation  for  this 
honour,  which  will  positively  be  the  last  that  I shall  presume  to 
make. 

The  person  in  whose  favour  I venture  to  solicit,  is  the  mother 
of  Mr.  Frederick  Trench^  of  Woodlawn  in  the  county  of  Gahvay. 
That  gentleman  exerted  himself  with  zeal  and  weight  in  our  suc- 
cessful attempt  to  obtain  Kesolutions  in  favour  of  the  Union  in  the 
county  of  Galway,  and  he  made  one  or  two  very  able  and  im- 
pressive speeches  in  support  of  that  measure  in  the  last  Session  of 
Parliament. 

If  your  Grace  can  obtain  this  favour  for  me  from  His  Majesty, 
you  will  greatly  oblige  me,  and  relieve  me  from  the  disagreeable 
sensation  of  parting  on  ungracious  terms  with  an  honourable  and 
disinterested  friend,  who,  if  he  had,  like  many  others,  made  his 
bargain,  would  not  now  have  had  occasion  to  stand  in  the  light  of 
a solicitor. 

I shall  wait  for  your  leave  before  I shall  feel  myself  at  liberty 
to  transmit  the  recommendation.  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Corxwali.is  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Nov.  15,  1800. 

Although  I must  acknowledge  that  I have  only  received 
your  Grace’s  permission  to  recommend  at  this  period  Lords  Ormonde, 
Ely,  and  Carysfort  for  British  Peerages,  yet  as  Lord  Drogheda  is 
the  only  person  who  has  received  assurances  that  His  Majesty 
intends  to  confer  that  favour  upon  him,  but  whose  promotion  is  to 
be  postponed  until  a futm’e  creation  shall  take  place,  I have  ven- 
tured to  add  his  name  to  the  enclosed  list,  trusting  that  your  Grace 
will  be  deskous,  if  possible,  to  relieve  a man  of  his  advanced  age 
from  a state  of  expectancy,  and  conceiving  that  an  engagement  of 
that  kind  which  is  known  to  lie  over,  will  produce  other  claims 
that  may  be  embarrassing  to  Government,  and  that  every  man 

^ Frederick  Trench,  of  the  same  family  as  the  evening  in  favour  of  Sir  John  Parnell’s 
the  Earls  of  Clancarty,  created  Lord  Ashtown  amendment ; but  a few  hours  later  he  said 
Dec.  27,  1800;  b.  Sept.  3,  1755,  d.  May  1,  that  he  had  misunderstood  the  effect  of  that 
1840;  m.  May  25,  1785,  Elizabeth,  dau.  and  amendment,  and  should  vote  with  Govern- 
sole  heir  of  Robert  Robinson,  Esq.  M.P.  for  ment,  who  thus  obtained  a majority  of  one. 
Maryborough  from  1784  to  1790,  and  for  Sir  Jonah  Barrington  asserts  that  this  change 
Portarlington  from  Feb.  1798  till  the  Union.  of  intention  was  preceded  by  a conversation  in 
On  the  22nd  of  Jan.  1799,  he  spoke  early  in  the  lobby  witli  Mr.  Cooke. 
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who  may  think  himself  of  sufficient  consequence  in  this  country  to 
bring  forward  his  pretensions  to  a British  Peerage,  will  desire  to  be 
created  when  that  honour  shall  be  conferred  on  Lord  Drogheda. 

I consider  the  situation  of  Lord  Londonderry’s  family  as  stand- 
ing on  ground  totally  different,  and  that  it  cannot  be  connected 
with  that  of  Lord  Drogheda  or  any  other  candidate. 

Having  stated  my  sentiments  and  my  wishes  to  gratify  an  old 
man  and  a most  loyal  subject,  I leave  the  matter  in  your  Grace’s 
hands,  and  have  only  to  request  your  forgiveness  for  what  I have 
presumed  to  offer  on  the  occasion.  j ^ 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private  and  Confidential.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Nov.  18,  1800. 

I have  just  received  your  Grace’s  letter  dated  the  13th 
instant,  and  although  I certainly  have  a predilection  for  British 
troops,  yet  I am  perfectly  satisfied  that  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, it  is  more  expedient  that  the  Dutch  troops^  should  be  sent 
to  this  country. 

As  that  corps  is  at  present  stationed  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  it 
will,  I conclude,  be  most  convenient  that  they  should  be  sent  to 
Cork,  and  I shall  therefore  make  my  arrangements  accordingly. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hun.  Henry  Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  Nov.  18,  1800. 

I this  morning  received  your  letter,  accompanied  by  one 
from  the  Duke  of  Portland,  and  am  perfectly  sensible  that  what- 
ever my  private  opinions  may  be,  I should  not  be  justifiable  in 
hesitating  a moment  about  the  acceptance  of  the  Dutch  troops,  and 
I shall  prepare  for  their  reception  accordingly. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  learn  that  you  are  to  send  no 
more  troops  to  Portugal,  being  thoroughly  convinced  that  any  force 
that  we  could  possibly  have  spared,  would  have  been  incapable  of 
defending  that  country,  if  it  had  been  seriously  attacked. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


VOL.  III. 


Ultimately  these  ti’oops  were  not  sent  to  Ireland. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  1,  1800. 

The  time  is  now  approacliing  when  the  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ueland  is  to  assemble,  and 
the  people  of  Ireland,  who  have  long  suffered  all  the  horrors  that 
treason,  rebellion,  and  sectarian  rancour  could  produce,  look  for- 
ward at  present  to  that  meeting  with  composure  and  confidence. 

I am  too  well  acquainted  with  the  spirit  of  benevolence  and 
liberality  which  actuates  His  Majesty’s  Councils,  to  doubt  the  earnest 
desire  of  the  Cabinet  to  apply  the  most  efficient  remedies  to  the 
evils  which  have  brought  this  island  to  the  brmk  of  ruin,  and  to 
which  (notwithstanding  a degree  of  temporary  remission  that  has 
been  obtained  by  the  exertions  and  the  moderation  of  Government) 
no  permanent  or  radical  cure  has  hitherto  been  applied ; and  I feel 
it  to  be  my  duty  in  the  station  which  I hold,  to  lay  before  your 
Grace  such  opinions  as  an  anxious  and  attentive  observation  during 
the  eventful  period  of  my  Lieutenancy  have  enabled  me  to  form. 

Although  other  causes  of  much  less  importance  have  occasion- 
ally contributed  to  increase  the  dissensions  which  have  agitated  this 
country,  no  man  who  is  acquainted  with  Ireland  can  deny  that  the 
violence  of  religious  animosities  has  been,  and  still  continues  to  be, 
the  principal  source  of  all  its  miseries. 

The  tract  ^ which  Lord  Castlereagh  submitted  to  your  Grace  on 
the  great  Catholic  question  is  so  clear  and  able,  and  so  entirely 
comprises  every  material  argument  that  can  in  my  opinion  be 
urged  on  that  important  measure,  that  I shall  not  trouble  your 
Grace  with  any  further  reasoning  on  a subject  of  which  you  are  so 
fully  in  possession. 

It  will,  I am  persuaded,  be  equally  unnecessary  for  me  to 
express  my  apprehensions  that  the  question,  if  unnoticed  by  Ad- 
ministration, will  in  all  likelihood  be  taken  up  by  Opposition  in 
England  soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  Imperial  Parliament ; the 
probability  of  such  an  event,  and  the  mischievous  consequences 
that  will  attend  it,  must  so  forcibly  occur  to  your  Grace  and  His 
Majesty’s  other  confidential  servants,  as  to  induce  you  to  take 
every  means  in  your  power  to  prefer  your  claim  in  time,  and  to 
secure  to  Government  the  management  and  the  ultimate  credit  of 
the  measure,  whenever  Parliament  shall  think  fit  to  take  that 
business  into  its  serious  consideration. 

I am  aware  that  the  sentiments  of  a man  who  came  lately 

* A pamphlet  of  several  hundred  pages,  written  with  much  ability. 
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almost  a stranger  to  this  country  will  be  received  with  diffidence, 
and  that  it  may  be  proposed  to  consult  the  more  experienced  Irish 
politicians  before  it  is  absolutely  determined  that  any  decisive 
measm’e  shall  be  adopted. 

That  there  are  men  of  great  talents  who  have  long  held  high 
stations  in  Ireland  I will  readily  admit ; but  on  certain  points  I am 
afraid  that  the  strength  of  ancient,  and  I may  almost  say  hereditary, 
prejudices  will  warp  their  judgment,  and  get  the  better  of  their 
understanding. 

They  assert,  and  I speak  from  high  authority  amongst  them, 
that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  (seven-tenths  of  the  population  of  the 
country)  never  can  be  good  subjects  to  a Protestant  Government. 
What  then  have  we  done,  if  tliis  position  be  true  ? We  have  miited 
om'selves  to  a people  whom  we  ought  in  policy  to  have  destroyed. 

This  assertion,  however,  is  not  warranted  by  the  conduct  of  the 
Catholics  in  the  late  political  contest  on  the  measure  of  Union, 
when  they  certainly  had  it  in  their  power  to  have  frustrated  the 
views  of  Government,  and  throw  the  country  into  the  utmost  con- 
fusion ; and  I have  no  doubt,  even  if  the  Protestants  have  hitherto 
with  justice  accused  them  of  obstinate  and  irreclaimable  disaffection, 
that  the  groimds  of  those  charges  will  be  completely  done  away 
when  the  former  feel  themselves  no  longer  the  objects  of  suspicion, 
and  are  relieved  from  their  present  mortifying  and  degrading 
exclusions.  j honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  *to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  2,  1800. 

The  inclosed  copy  of  a letter,  which  I have  received  from 
Lord  Clanricarde,^  will  prove  to  your  Grace  that,  although  I may 
have  been  considered  as  an  importunate  solicitor  for  the  friends  of 
Union,  I have  not  succeeded  in  affording  universal  satisfaction. 

Putting,  however,  my  merits  or  demerits  with  respect  to  Lord 
Clamdcarde  out  of  the  question,  it  is  doing  him  but  justice  to  state 
that  he  is  an  honourable  man,  and  that  he  has  considerable  weight 
and  influence  in  the  comity  of  Galway,  which  he  has  zealously 
exerted  in  the  support  of  Government. 

After  what  I have  said  in  the  letter  which  I wrote  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Trench  of  Woodlawn,  I feel  myself  precluded  from  making  any 

1 Lord  Clanricarde  requested  that,  as  in  same  manner.  A fresh  patent  to  effect  this 
failure  of  heirs  male  his  property  was  entailed  was  granted,  Dec.  29,  1800. 
on  females,  the  titles  might  descend  in  the 
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request  that  would  tend  to  increase  the  Irish  Peerage ; I can, 
therefore,  only  submit  for  His  Majesty’s  consideration  how  far  the 
antiquity  of  Lord  Clanricarde’s  title  and  family  may  give  him  a 
claim  to  such  a mark  of  the  royal  favour,  and  I may  likewise  add 
the  probability  of  its  having  no  effect,  as  Lady  Clanricarde  is  a very 
young  woman,  and  is  now  about  to  lie  in  of  her  second  child. 

I have  the  honom’  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Edward  Cooice,  Esq.,  to  John  King,  Esq. 

My  dear  Sir,  Dublin,  Dec.  9,  1800. 

. . . There  are  several  matters  which  have  recently  been 

officially  recommended  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  as  the  time  of 
the  Union  approaches,  it  is  extremely  wished  that  every  matter 
depending  should  be  concluded  before  that  time.  The  Irish  Peer- 
ages must  pass  before  that  day  if  at  all.  . . . 

Believe  me,  &c., 

E.  Cooke. 

Mi:morandum  (in  pencil)  by  Mr.  King. 

I know  of  none  except  the  arrangements  of  the  Secretary’s 
office  and  the  Catholic  question,  to  which  no  answer  has  been  given, 
and  even  with  respect  to  those  they  have  been  told  that  they  could 
not  be  determined  till  Lord  C.  (Castlereagh)  should  arrive. 

Alexander  Marsden,  Esq.,  to  John  King,  Esq. 

[Most  Private.] 

Hear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  9,  1800. 

I am  induced  to  write  to  you  from  the  great  degree  of  in- 
convenience which  I am  subjected  to,  by  the  delay  in  sending  over 
the  King’s  letter  for  putting  into  our  hands  the  money  saved  in  the 
Civil  List  in  this  country,  to  be  applied  to  Secret  Service  here. 

It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  make  a considerable  number  of  the 
engagements  which  this  money  was  to  discharge,  and  I am  pressed, 
in  some  instances  in  the  most  inconvenient  degree,  to  make  good 
my  promises.  There  has  besides  been  borrowed  from  a person 
here,  a considerable  sum,  which  he  is  extremely  anxious  to  have 
repaid.  The  King’s  letter  for  this  purpose  is,  I know,  in  the 
Treasury  department ; ^ but  as  you  have  a superintending  concern 
for  our  distresses  here,  I beg  leave  to  entreat  that  you  will  have 
enquiry  made  at  the  Treasury  about  it. 

Lord  Castlereagh  has  been  out  of  town  some  time,  but  will 

* After  a most  careful  search,  neither  this  mission  of  money  to  Ireland,  for  such  ser- 
document,  nor  any  warrant  for  the  trans-  vices  as  are  above  alluded  to,  can  he  found. 
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return  in  a few  days ; lie  wrote  before  he  left  town  to  Mr.  Rose  * or 
Mr.  Long^  about  it. 

There  are  some  other  King’s  letters  which  some  of  our  friends 
here  are  looking  for  rather  anxiously,  but  money  is  the  grand 
desideratum.  I am,  &c., 

Alex.  Marsden. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 


[Private.] 

My  dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  10,  1800. 

I have  spoken  to  you  more  than  once  about  my  friend  Lord 
Sandwich,  and  expressed  my  opinion  that  it  was  rather  unfair  and 
very  mipolitic  to  counteract  his  interest  in  Huntingdonshire.  Mr. 
Brown  ^ was  the  man  who  represented  the  county  till  Lord  Hinching- 
brook  came  of  age,  and  when  he  resigned  it.  Lord  S.  promised 
to  endeavour  to  get  liim  a Crown  living.  Mr.  Brown  will  not  be- 
lieve that  he  has  exerted  himself  to  obtain  one,  and  is  violently 
enraged  on  that  account,  and  Lord  S.  suspects  that  the  Bishop 
of  Lincoln^  and  Lord  Carysfort  prevent  liis  succeeding  in  order  to 
destroy  his  interest,  and  promote  that  of  Lord  Carysfort. 

I feel  that  I have  no  business  to  trouble  you  with  this  story, 
but  as  you  have  expressed  goodwill  towards  Lord  S.,  and  as  he  has 
great  confidence  in  you,  I trust  you  will  excuse  my  forwarding  his 
letter — and  you  will  either  mention  the  business  to  Mr.  Pitt,  or 
take  no  notice  of  it,  as  you  may  think  more  advisable. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


* afterwards  the  Right  Hon.  George 
Rose,  b.  June  11,  1744,  d.  Jan.  13,  1818; 
m.  1769,  Theodora,  dau.  of  John  Duer, 
Esq.  Originally  in  the  Navy.  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  July,  1782,  to  April,  1783, 
and  again  from  Dec.  1783  to  March,  1801. 

' Paymaster-General,  July,  1804,  to  Feb.  1806, 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Navy  and  Vice-President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  from  April,  1807,  till 
his  death.  M.P.  for  Launceston,  May,  1784, 
to  June,  1788;  Lymington  to  June,  1790; 
and  Christ  Church  till  his  death.  He  was 
well-known  for  his  readiness  in  finding  plau- 
sible excuses  for  his  friends.  On  one  occa- 
sion a most  intimate  acquaintance  of  Mr. 
Pitt’s  applied  for  some  petty  office  for  a 
constituent.  On  being  asked  if  he  was  anxious 
about  it,  he  said  a civil  answer  would  suffice. 
^Ir.  Rose  sat  down,  and  forthwith  handed 
him  a letter,  in  nearly  the  following  terms: — 
“ My  dear  Sir, — Immediately  upon  re- 
ceiving your  most  pressing  application  I went 
to  the  Premier,  and  I vow  I never  saw  a 
man  so  distressed  as  he  was  at  having  just 
previously  promise!  the  place  for  which  you 


had  made  such  urgent  application.  Believe 
me,  &c.,  George  Rose.” 

2 Right  Hon.  Charles  Long,  created  Lord 
Farnborough,  June  13, 1826,  G.C.B.,b.  1761, 
d.  Jan.  17, 1838  ; m.  May  28,  1793,  Amelia, 
dau.  of  Sir  Abraham  Hume,  Bart.  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  from  1791  to  March,  1801. 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  Aug.  1804  to  Feb.  1806. 
Secretary  for  Ireland  Sept.  1805  to  March, 
1806.  Paymaster-General,  April,  1807,  to 
July,  1826.  M.P.  for  Rye,  Jan.  1789  to 
1796  ; Midhurst  to  1802  ; Wendover  to 
1806  ; Haslemere  till  created  a Peer. 

^ Lancelot  Brown,  son  of  Capability  Brown, 
b.  1748,  d.  Feb.  28,  1802,  m.  Nov.  18, 1788, 
Frances,  dau.  of  the  Rev.Henry  Fuller,  of  Rose 
Hill.  M.P.  for  Huntingdon  Borough  from 
May,  1784,  to  May,  1787,  and  for  Hunting- 
donshire from  April,  1792,  to  May,  1794. 

Geoi-ge  Pretyman,  consecrated  Bishop  of 
Lincoln,  1787,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  1820  ; 
b.  Oct.  9,  1753,  d.  Nov.  14,  1827;  m.  1784, 
Elizabeth,  dau.  and  coheir  of  Thomas  Maltby, 
Esfp,  of  Gcrnians.  He  afterwards  took  the 
name  of  Tomline. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 


Dear  Boss,  Phoenix  Park,  Dec.  12,  1800. 

Macleod  may  perhaps  have  informed  you  that  poor  Parish 
is  much  deranged  in  mind,  and  has  at  his  own  request  left  this 
country,  in  which  he  thinks  that  all  persons  have  conspired  to 
ridicule  and  abuse  him.  This  melancholy  affair  is  not  only  shocking 
to  his  family  and  friends,  but  exceedingly  distressing  to  me  at  this 
particular  juncture. 

I have  desired  Macleod  to  send  over  Colonel  Whitworth,^  or  in 
the  event  of  there  being  any  bar  to  his  coming,  some  sensible 
officer  of  the  corps  who  would  be  likely  to  prove  useful  to  me,  and 
to  mention  it  to  Lord  Howe. 

We  have  nothing  new  here.  Lord  Castlereagh,  who  is  still  in 
the  north,  has  been  desired  to  go  immediately  to  England.  My 
situation  is  mipleasant  enough,  as  I must  for  many  months  carry  on 
the  business  with  Cooke,  who,  although  a very  clever  fellow,  is  not 
a man  of  an  accommodating  temper,  and  is  much  more  partial  to 
the  old  system  of  Covernment  than  to  the  measures  which  I have 
introduced,  and  I believe  has  no  good  disposition  towards  me.^ 
Elliot  is  going  over  to  reside  in  England  to  my  great  concern. 

I have  had  a correspondence  of  a very  delicate  natime  with  the 
Duke  of  Kent,^  who,  if  he  writes  his  own  letters,  must  be  a young 
man  of  talents.  I hope  I have  succeeded  in  giving  opinions  con- 
trary to  his  wishes  without  offending  him ; I dare  not,  however, 
feel  too  certain  on  that  point.  With  the  most  flattering  expressions 
to  myself  personally,  he  expressed  an  earnest  desire  to  serve  under 
me  in  this  country.  Believe  me,  &e., 

Cornwallis. 


' Lieut.-Colone],  afterwards  Colonel  Sir 
Francis,  Whitworth,  R.A.,  brother  to  Charles, 
only  Earl  Whitworth  ; b.  1756,  d.  Jan.  26, 
1805.  He  was  knighted  as  proxy  for  his 
brother  at  the  Installation  of  the  Bath,  May 
23,  1803. 

^ What  were  Mr.  Cooke’s  feelings  towards 
Lord  Cornwallis  may  be  collected  from  an 
extract  of  a letter  of  his  to  Lord  Castlereagh, 
marked  Tnost  secret,  and  dated  Dublin,  Nov. 
9,  1798  : — “ I am  happy  your  official  notifi- 
cation ” (of  Chief  Secretary)  “arrived  last 
night.  Under  all  circumstances,  I think  your 
Lordship  a bold  man,  and  I hope  you  will  be 
a successful  one.  What  you  have  already 
experienced,  and  what  I wrote  to  your  Lord- 
ship  of  Lord  Cornwallis’  sentiments  in  ex- 
pressing himself  to  the  Speaker,  prove  that 
you  have  no  pliant  twig  to  manage.  How 
can  he  hope  to  manage  a nation  without 
advisers,  friends,  or  supporters  ?”  (Mr.  Cooke 


meant,  without  taking  my  advice,  and 
throwing  himself  into  the  hands  of  the  old 
Ascendancy  party.)  “I  think  he  is  gra- 
dually letting  the  public  mind  slip  away 
from  him,  and  the  hearts  of  the  loyal  to  cool. 
I think  he  suffers  a false  impression  to  be 
made,  and  to  be  given  of  his  conduct,  contrary 
to  his  real  sentiments.” 

® There  are  several  letters  among  Lord 
Cornwallis’  papers  from  and  to  the  Duke  of 
Kent,  in  some  of  which  he  expresses  a similar 
wish  to  serve  under  Lord  Cornwallis.  But 
all  those  relating  to  this  particular  epoch 
must  have  been  destroyed,  as  no  trace  of  them 
can  be  found.  It  is  therefore  impossible  to 
explain  the  allusion  in  the  text. 

The  Duke  of  Kent  was  born  Nov.  2,  1767, 
d.  Jan.  23, 1820  ; m.  May  29, 1818,  Princess 
Victoria  Mary  Louisa,  dau.  of  Francis  Frederic 
Antony,  Duke  of  Saxe  Coburg  Saalfield,  and 
widow  of  Emich  Charles,  Prince  of  Leiningen. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  13,  1800. 

I could  not  conveniently  refuse  tlie  earnest  request  of 
Colonel  Robert  King,  that  I should  transmit  to  your  Grace  the 
enclosed  letter  from  his  father-in-law.  Lord  Oxmantown ; I informed 
liim,  however,  that  I was  precluded  from  assisting  him  in  obtaming 
the  object  for  which  his  Lordship  solicits  by  adding  any  recom- 
mendation from  myself,  from  my  having  assured  your  Grace  on  a 
former  occasion  that  I would  give  you  no  further  trouble  on  the 
subject  of  Peerages.^ 

I should  do  injustice  to  Colonel  King  if  I did  not  represent 
to  your  Grace  that  he  is  a popular  young  man,  and  much  esteemed 
and  respected  in  the  part  of  the  country  in  which  he  resides. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

. Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenlx  Park,  Dec.  14,  1800. 

Before  this  letter  reaches  you,  and  indeed  probably  while 
I am  writing,  you  will  receive  the  fatal  account  of  the  death  of 
poor  Parish.  He  left  a paper  full  of  expressions  which  show  the 
goodness  of  his  heart,  but  recapitulating  all  the  wild  ideas  and 
suspicions  which  had  occupied  his  distracted  brain. 

I have  requested  that  the  Duke  of  York  would  not  send  us  the 
battalion  of  Dutch  artillery,  and  indeed  I wish  the  whole  corps  of 
Hollanders  had  gone  to  any  other  part  of  the  world,  but  I could  not 
refuse  to  take  them  without  showing  an  unaccommodating  disposi- 
tion which  would  have  been  ill  suited  to  the  difficulties  of  the 
times. 

You  ask  me  what  I am  to  get,  and  hint  at  some  newspaper  ^ 
paragraphs  about  promotion  in  the  Peerage.  I assure  you  that  it 
never  entered  into  my  head,  nor  into  that,  I believe,  of  any  person 
on  your  side  of  the  water ; with  the  exception  of  Dundas  I have  met 
with  nothing  like  kindness  or  civility  from  any  one.  But  be  that 
as  it  may,  I would  not  wish  promotion,  to  which  my  fortune  is  not 
equal. 

I shall  continue  to  press  the  adoption  of  the  measure  which  can 
alone  in  my  opinion  give  quiet  or  security  to  this  country.  When 

^ The  request  was  granted.  Colonel  King  Lorton. 
was  created  Lord  Erris,  Dec.  29,  1800,  and  2 q’jje  rumour  of  his  promotion  to  a Duke- 
was  afterwards,  May  30,  1806,  made  Viscount  dom.  See  Jan.  7,  1801. 
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that  point  is  either  carried  or  rejected,  I shall  have  no  other  object 
but  that  of  dozing  away  the  remainder  of  my  days  quietly  at 
Culford.  Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[ Received  Dec.  15.] 

My  dear  Lord,  London,  Dec.  11,  1800. 

. . . Considering  how  fast  the  period  approaches  which  limits 
the  creation  of  Irish  Peerages,  I shall  transmit  to  your  Excellency 
by  this  night’s  mail  His  Majesty’s  letters  for  all  on  whom  that  honour 
is  intended  to  be  conferred,  except  General  Massey  and  Mr.  Trench 
of  Woodlawn,  the  first  named  because  I am  unacquainted  with  the 
title  he  wishes  to  assume,  and  the  latter  on  account  of  the  prece- 
dence to  which  the  General’s  rank  will  entitle  him,  and  which  will 
consequently  delay  the  completion  of  Mr.  Trench’s  patent;  but 
your  Excellency  may  depend  upon  receiving  the  King’s  letters  for 
the  creation  of  those  gentlemen,  by  the  return  of  the  post  by  which 
you  inform  me  of  the  title  by  which  General  Massey’s  wish  is  to  be 
accomplished. 

I have  also  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that 
His  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  consent  to  gratify  the 
wishes  of  Lord  Clanricarde,  on  condition  that  there  is  no  male  heir 
of  the  earldom  of  Clanricarde  in  existence,  and  that  the  landed 
estate  of  the  family,  which  is  now  in  Lord  Clanricarde’s  possession, 
shall  be  settled  on  his  eldest  daughter  and  her  sisters,  and  to  the 
heirs  male  of  their  bodies  in  succession  respectively ; and  although 
His  Majesty  has  the  fullest  reliance  on  Lord  Clanricarde’s  correct- 
ness in  all  respects,  he  has  directed  me  to  consult  his  law  officers 
on  the  possibility  of  having  the  patent  drawn  in  such  a manner  as 
to  secure  the  performance  of  the  conditions  above  mentioned,  an 
object  which  the  disappointment  His  Majesty  has  experienced  in 
the  case  of  the  Countess  of  Antrim,^  makes  him  more  particularly 
anxious  to  secure.  The  King  imagined  the  family  estate  had  been 
settled  upon  the  eldest  daughter,  and  now  finds  that  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  share  which  she  possesses  of  it,  and  that 
enjoyed  by  her  younger  sister,  except  that  the  eldest  has  the 
incumbrance  of  the  family  seat.  Your  Excellency  will  therefore 
take  particular  care  when  you  signify  to  Lord  Clanricarde  these 

^ Anne  Catherine,  Countess  of  Antrim  in  1834;  m.  1st,  April  25,  1799,  Sir  Henry 
her  own  right,  succeeded  her  father,  Randal  Vane  Tempest,  Bart.  ; and  2nd,  May  24, 
William,  6th  Earl  and  1st  Marquis  of  Antrim,  1817,  Edmund  Phelps,  Esq.  She  was  mother 
July  28, 1791,  b.  Feb.  11,  1778,  d.  June  30,  of  Frances,  Marchioness  of  Londonderry. 
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gracious  intentions  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty,  to  let  him  clearly 
understand  that  they  can  only  be  fulfilled  upon  his  acceding  with- 
out reserve  to  the  conditions  which  His  Majesty  thinks  proper  to 
prescribe.  I have,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  Dec.  18,  1800. 

. . . Lord  Castlereagh  sailed  last  night  for  England,  and 

Elliot  follows  in  a few  days,  so  I shall  be  left  to  transact  all  public 
business  with  Cooke,  with  whom  I have  not  been  in  the  most 
pleasant  habits,  and  whose  sentiments  have  in  general  differed 
much  from  mine  on  the  subject  of  managing  this  country.  He  was 
for  many  years  entirely  connected  with  the  Chancellor  and  the  old 
set  of  Irish  politicians. 

My  situation  is  altogether  as  imhappy  as  you  can  conceive,  and 
I see  no  hope  of  relief,  and  yet  I cannot  in  conscience  and  in  duty 
to  my  coimtry  abandon  the  Catholic  question,  without  which  all  we 
have  done  will  be  of  no  avail. 

It  was  said,  when  I determined  to  free  myself  at  the  first  outset 
from  the  trammels  of  the  ruling  party  here,  that  I should  not  be 
able  to  carry  on  the  Government ; a general  discontent  throughout 
the  island  was  foretold  in  consequence  of  the  Union.  No  pre- 
dictions ever  proved  more  false,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  all  the 
powerful  opposers  of  the  measure  in  favour  of  the  Catholics  would 
join  in  giving  their  approbation  as  soon  as  it  is  effected.  My  only 

apprehensions  are  from  the  K , from  the  cabal  of  late  Lords- 

Ifieutenant,  and  from  the  inferior  cabinet  on  Irish  affairs,  consisting 
of  Lords  Hobart,  Auckland,  &c.,  and  the  timidity  of  ministers. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Loudon,  Friday  evening,  Dec.  19,  1800. 

His  Majesty  having  been  much  solicited  to  grant  a Peerage 
to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham’s  second  son,  has  at  length  acceded 
to  that  wish,  and  I,  therefore,  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
apprising  your  Excellency  that  a letter  will  probably  be  sent  to  you 
by  to-morrow’s  post,  for  directing  a patent  to  be  made  out  for 
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granting  to  the  Marchioness  of  Buckingham^  the  dignity  of  a 
baroness  by  the  title  of  Nugent,  with  limitations  to  her  second  son 
Lord  George  Grenville,^  and  his  heirs  male  of  the  dignity  of  a 
Baron. 

I think  it  possible  that  His  Majesty  may  be  induced  to  make 
one  more  addition  to  the  Irish  Peerage,^  but  it  will  not  increase 
the  present  amomit  of  the  Peerage,  as  it  will  only  be  a new  title 
for  the  piu'pose  of  continuing  the  honoiu’  to  the  daughter  of  a Peer 
who  has  no  issue  male,  and  whose  fortune  will  descend  entire  to  his 
daughter.  I am,  &c., 

Portland. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry. 

Dear  James,  Phcenix  Park,  Dec.  22,  1800. 

I yesterday  received  your  letter,  dated  the  17th,  and  most 
perfectly  approve  of  James’s  moving  the  address.  The  first  meet- 
ing of  the  United  Parliament  affords  a most  propitious  occasion, 
and  I most  sincerely  hope  that  he  will  acquit  himself  to  his  own 
satisfaction,  so  as  to  induce  him  to  persevere  in  taking  some  share 
in  the  business  of  Parliament. 

Our  primate  is  rather  reserved,  but  he  seems  to  like  his  situa- 
tion better  than  he  did  at  first,  and  appears  to  be  disposed  to  be  as 
civil  and  accommodating  to  Government  as  could  reasonably  be 
expected  after  the  manner  of  his  appointment.  I have  lost  my 
poor  Bishop  Young,  of  whom  I was  so  proud,  and  the  effects  of  our 
late  political  contest  will  prevent  my  getting  as  much  credit  by  his 
successor.'^  I have  carried  the  Union,  and  have  for  the  present 
tranquiUised  this  country,  but  much  remains  to  be  done,  in  order 
to  render  it  an  useful  appendage  to  the  British  Empire. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


^ Mary  Elizabeth,  dau.  and  heir  of  Robert, 
1st  Earl  Nugent,  b.  Dec.  18,  1758,  d.  March 
16,  1813;  m.  April  16,  1775.  Created 
Baroness  Nugent  Dec.  27,  1800. 

2 Lord  George  Grenville,  2nd  and  last 
Lord  Nugent,  b.  Dec.  31,  1789,  d.  Nov.  27, 
1850  ; m.  Sept.  6,  1813,  Anne  Lucy,  dau.  of 
General  the  Hon.  Vere  Poulett.  Lord 
Nugent  was  Lord  of  the  Treasury  from  Nov. 
22,  1830,  till  Sept.  8,  1832,  when  he  was 
appointed  Lord  High  Commissioner  of  the 
Ionian  Islands,  which  post  he  resigned  March 
13,  1835.  M.P.  for  Buckingham  from  1810 


to  1812  ; Aylesbury,  to  Sept.  1832  ; and 
again  from  1847  till  his  deatk  He  was  the 
author  of  several  light  articles  in  prose  and 
verse. 

^ The  only  patent  to  which  this  observa- 
tion can  apply  was  that  of  the  Earldom  of 
Clanricarde. 

George  de  la  Poer  Beresford,  son  of  the 
Right  Hon.  John  Beresford,  b.  July  19,  1765, 
d.  Oct.  16,  1841  ; m.  1794,  Frances,  dau.  of 
Gervais  Parker  Bushe,  Esq.,  of  Kelfane. 
Bishop  of  Clonfert  Dec.  1800,  and  then  of 
Kilmore  March,  1802,  till  his  death. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Doss,  Phcenix  Park,  Dec.  25,  1800. 

As  the  ^vmd  is  pretty  fair  this  morning,  I expect  that 
Whitworth  will  arrive  in  the  course  of  the  day,  when  I will  get  liim 
to  prepare  statements  and  explanations  respecting  the  incorporation 
business.  The  basis  is  to  consider  the  officers  of  the  old  battalion 
only,  previous  to  the  addition  of  the  second  battalion  in  1794, 
as  entitled  to  rethe  on  full-pay,  or  be  placed  second  on  the  Line, 
which  includes  the  field  officers  (the  eldest  captain  having  got  his 
fii'st  commission  in  1794).  Then  to  reduce  eight  companies,  taking 
the  youngest  officers  from  each  rank,  who  vdll  be  placed  on  half- 
pay, and  some  of  the  second  lieutenants,  if  good  for  anytliing,  may 
be  placed  at  the  bottom  of  our  corps.  We  shall  then  by  degrees 
manage  the  remaining  twelve  companies,  and  find  means  for  pro- 
viding here  for  two  or  thi’ee  of  the  captains  who  have  merit.  ^ 

You  win  see  Elliot,  who  is  now  on  liis  road  to  London  ; he  has 
been  much  in  my  confidence,  and  can  give  you  the  best  account  of 
om*  affairs. 

I have  been  very  attentive  to  Cooke,  and  have  endeavoured  to 
put  him  as  much  at  his  ease  as  possible  with  me,  so  that  I hope 
we  shall  go  on  tolerably  well  together.  He  has  a narrow-minded 
jealousy,  which  is  inexcusable  in  so  clever  a fellow,  and  being  no 
man  of  details  himself,  he  will  not  suffer  those  who  are  under  him, 
and  are  very  capable,  to  manage  it  for  him.  The  consequence  is 
that  the  ordinary  business  is  always  behindhand,  and  in  great 
confusion,  and  everybody  who  has  anything  to  do  at  the  Castle  is 
discontented.  Although  connected  with  the  old  system  and  set  of 
men,  I do  not  think  he  is  adverse  to  the  Catholic  question,  or 
disinclined  to  the  line  of  conduct  which  I pursue  in  governing  the 
country.  On  a point  on  which  the  Chancellor  and  myself  differed 
lately  (though  without  quarrelling),  when  I refused  to  sign  a 
pardon  which  he  had  written  himself  and  sent  to  me,  for  some 
magistrates  who  were  summoned  before  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
for  a contempt  of  Court,  Cooke,  when  he  heard  of  it,  was  entirely 
on  my  side,  and  I believe  gave  his  opinion  very  freely  to  the 
Chancellor. 

I am  troubled  more  frequently  than  I used  to  be  with  those 
swellmgs  in  my  feet  and  ancles,  which,  although  not  gout,  at  least 

* Similar  details  respecting  the  amalgama-  communication  between  Lord  Cornwallis  and 
tion  of  the  English  and  Irish  Ordnance  esta-  the  Board.  Such  observations  being  of  no 
blishments  occur  in  many  other  letters  to  peculiar . interest,  are  in  most  instances 
General  Ross,  who,  as  Surveyor-General  of  omitted, 
the  Ordnance,  was  the  ordinai-y  chaimel  of 
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not  ordinary  gout,  are  not  very  dissimilar  from  it ; my  s]3irits 
in  general  are  not  good,  and  I feel  that  I am  growing  old  and  good 
for  notliing. 

My  retiuming  in  the  course  of  next  summer  will  perhaps  depend 
on  the  fate  of  the  Catholic  question.  If  it  should  he  rejected  I shall 
certainly  leave  Ireland  in  June  or  July,  unless  there  should  be 
reason  to  apprehend  immediate  invasion;  but  if  the  good  genius 
of  the  British  isles  should  prevail,  and  that  measure  so  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  the  British  emphe  shoidd  be  adopted,  I could 
not  refuse  to  lend  my  services  to  endeavour  to  tmm  it  to  the  best 
account.  Dundas  and  Lord  Grenville  are,  I believe,  heartily 
with  us.  Yoiu's  ever,  &c., 

COENW  ALLIS. 

iNLuiQuis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  LoED,  Dublin  Castle,  Dec.  29,  1800. 

. . . There  will  be  full  time  to  have  all  the  patents 

passed  before  the  1st  of  January.  I am  now  to  request  your  Grace 
vdll  take  an  oppoidimity  of  laying  before  His  Majesty  my  humble 
acknowledgments  for  His  ^Majesty’s  gracious  condescension  to  all 
the  recommendations  I have  submitted,  either  for  promotions  in 
the  Peerage,  or  for  the  creation  of  new  Peers  upon  the  present 
great  and  important  occasion.  j p^ve,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

» IMarquis  Cornwallis  to  Viscount  Castlerilvgh. 

[Secret.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Phcenlx  Park,  Dec.  29,  1800. 

Your  letter  of  the  2Ith,  which  was  brought  yesterday,  has 
not  much  contributed  to  raise  my  spirits,  which  the  late  public 
events  have  much  depressed.  Holding  Ireland  on  oim  present 
tenure,  how  are  we  to  make  head  against  aU  Em’ope  leagued  for 
our  destruction?  Lord  Kil warden  again  spoke  to  Littlehales  on 
the  subject,  and  told  him  that  the  CathoHcs  placed  them  trust  in 
me,  and  rather  insinuated  that  they  conceived  that  the  object  of 
my  remaining  in  the  Government  after  the  completion  of  the 
Union  was  to  carry  the  point  for  them.  YTiatever  Lord  Lough- 
borough’s opinion  may  be  of  the  practicability  of  concession,  he 
Avill  in  a short  time,  or  I am  much  mistaken,  find  it  still  more 
impracticable  to  resist. 

Everything  has  been  given  of  late  with  a most  profuse  hand, 
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and  the  points  which  I neither  asked  nor  recommended  have  been 
' acceded  to  more  readily  than  those  for  which  the  honour  of  my 
Government  w^as  engaged,  and  on  which  the  success  of  the  Union 
depended. 

Om-  new  Primate  was  with  me  for  an  hour  the  day  before  he 
set  out  for  Armagh,  and  from  what  I have  seen  and  heard  of  him, 
I have  eveiy  reason  to  believe  he  will  do  exceedingly  well. 

From  some  conversation  which  I have  had  with  Marsden,  I 
trust  that  he  and  Cooke  will  go  on  better. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phcenix  Park,  Dec.  30,  1800. 

It  would  not  be  convenient  to  me  to  urge,  or  even  to  pro- 
pose, an  augmentation  at  the  Woolwich  Academy,  as  it  would 
have  the  appearance  of  desiring  to  increase  my  own  patronage. 
But  I am  by  no  means  on  that  account  called  upon  to  object  to  a 
measure  which  is  recommended  by  persons  who  can  have  no  pri- 
vate view  in  promoting  it,  and  who  are  most  capable  of  judging  on 
its  expediency.  I wish  therefore  that  you  would  speak  to  Lord 
Howe  to  obtain  the  King’s  sanction,  and  I will  then  notify  the 
additional  number  to  Apsley. 

I have  no  personal  wish  in  tliis  world  but  to  leave  this  country 
in  a state  of  secmlty,  and  to  have  contributed  to  make  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  one  people,  with  a com- 
mon interest,  and  a mutual  desire  to  support  and  assist  each  other. 
Believing,  as  I do,  that  this  great  work  may  now  be  effected,  and 
apprehending  that  if  the  opportunity  is  lost  it  can  never  again  be 
regained,  you,  who  know  the  feelings  of  my  heart,  wiU  not  wonder 
at  the  anxiety  that  I suffer.  Lord  Loughborough,  I find,  is  our 
most  active  and  formidable  opponent.  With  almost  all  Einope. 
leagued  against  us,  we  cannot  long  exist  as  a divided  nation. 
When  Bonaparte  has  settled  matters  with  the  Austrians,^  which 
must  soon  be  the  case,  he  will  naturally  turn  his  thoughts  towards 
Ireland,  and  will  endeavour  to  avert  those  blessings  which  a 
powerful  influence  in  oim  own  coimtry  is  so  desirous  to  reject. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

* Tlie  battle  of  Hohenlinden  was  foiiglit  Dec.  3,  and  an  armistice  was  concluded  at  Steycr 
on  the  25th. 
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The  following  is  a correct  list  of  the  Peerages,  Irish  or  English, 
conferred  during  Lord  Cornwallis’s  administration.  The  promo- 
tions are  also  enumerated.  Those  marked  with  * were  unconnected 
with  the  question  of  Union. 


Creations — 

*Lord  Kilwarden,  July,  1799.  Had  been  promised  by  Lord  Camden. 
*Lord  Henley,  Nov.  9,  1799. 

*Lord  Whitworth,  afterwards  Earl  Whitworth,  March  21,  1800. 
Extinct. 

Earl  of  Montrath  to  be  Lord  Castle  Coote,  with  remainder  to  Mr.  Coote, 
, July  30,  1800.  Extinct. 

Lord  Langford,  July  30,  1800. 

Lord  De  Blaquiere,  July  30,  1800. 

Lord  Frankfort,  now  Viscount,  July  30,  1800. 

Baroness  Dufferin,  July  30,  1800. 

Lord  Henniker,  July  30,  1800. 

Baroness  Newcomen,  afterwards  Viscountess,  July  30,  1800.  Extinct. 
Lord  Adare,  now  Earl  of  Dunraven,  July  30,  1800. 

Lord  Ventry,  July  30,  1800. 

Lord  Enususmore,  now  Earl  of  Listowell,  July  30,  1800. 

Lord  Wallscourt,  July  30,  1800. 

Lord  Mount  Sandfort,  July  30,  1800.  Extinct. 

Lord  Dunalley,  July  30,  1800. 

Lord  Tara,  July  30,  1800.  Extinct. 

Lord  Hartland,  July  30,  1800.  Extinct. 

Lord  Clanmorris,  July  30,  1800. 

Lord  Legale,  Dec.  27,  1800.  Extinct. 

*Lord  Radstock,  Dec.  27,  1800. 

*Lord  Glenbervie,  Dec.  27,  1800.  Extinct. 

Lord  Norbury,  afterwards  Earl  of  Norbury,  Dec.  27,  1800. 

*Lord  Gardner,  Dec.  27,  1800. 

^Marchioness  of  Buckingham  to  be  Baroness  Nugent,  Dec.  27,  1800. 
Extinct. 

Lord  Ashtown,  Dec.  27,  1800. 

Lord  Clarina,  Dec.  27,  1800. 

Lord  Erris,  afterwards  Viscount  Lorton,  Dec.  27,  1800. 

Earl  of  Clanricarde  to  be  Earl  of  Clanricarde,  with  remainder  to  his 
daughters,  Dec.  29,  1800. 


English  Peerages,  granted  on  account  of  Irish  services — 

*Earl  of  Clare  to  be  Lord  Fitzgibbon,  Sept.  24,  1799. 

Marquis  of  Drogheda  to  be  Lord  Moore,  Jan.  13,  1801. 

Marquis  of  Ely  to  be  Lord  Loftus,  Jan.  13,  1801. 

Earl  of  Ormonde  to  be  Lord  Butler,  Jan.  13,  1801.  Extinct. 

Earl  of  Carysfort  to  be  Lord  Carysfort,  Jan.  13,  1801. 

Marquis  of  Thomond  to  be  Lord  Thomond,  Sept.  15,  1801.  Extinct. 
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Promotions  in  the  Irish  Peerage — 

*Earl  of  Mornington  to  be  Marquis  Wellesley,  Dec.  2,  1799.  Extinct. 
Viscount  O’Neil  to  be  Earl  O’Neil,  Aug.  7,  1800.  Both  extinct. 

Viscount  Bandon  to  be  Earl  of  Bandon,  Aug.  7,  1800. 

Earl  of  Inchiquin  to  be  Marquis  of  Thomond,  Dec.  19,  1800.  Both  ex- 
tinct. 

Earl  of  Bective  to  be  Marquis  of  Headfort,  Dec.  19,  1800. 

Earl  of  Altamont  to  be  Marquis  of  Sligo,  Dec.  29,  1800. 

Earl  of  Ely  to  be  Marquis  of  Ely,  Dec.  29,  1800. 

Viscount  Castlestuart  to  be  Earl  of  Castlestuart,  Dec.  29,  1800. 
Viscount  Donoughmore  to  be  Earl  of  Doxoughmore,  Dec.  29,  1800. 
Viscount  Caledon  to  be  Earl  of  Caledon,  Dec.  29,  1800. 

Viscount  Kenmare  to  be  Earl  of  Kenmare,  Dec.  29,  1800. 

Lord  Glentworth  to  be  Viscount  Limerick,  Dec.  29,  1800.  Since  Earl. 
Lord  SoMERTON  to  be  Viscount  Somerton,  Dec.  29,  1800.  Since  Earl  of 
Normanton. 

Lord  Yelverton  to  be  Viscount  Avonmore,  Dec.  29,  1800. 

Lord  Longueville  to  be  Viscount  Longueville,  Dec.  29,  1800.  Ex- 
tinct. 

Lord  Bantry  to  be  Viscount  Bantry,  Dec.  29,  1800.  Now  Earl. 

Lord  Monck  to  be  Viscount  Monck,  Dec.  29,  1800. 

Lord  Kilconnell  to  be  Viscount  Dunlo,  Dec.  29,  1800.  Now  Earl  of 
Clancarty. 

Lord  Tullamore  to  be  Viscount  Charleville,  Dec.  29,  1800.  Now 
Earl. 

Lord  Kilwarden  to  be  Viscount  Kilwarden,  Dec.  29,  1800.  Extinct. 


The  creations  and  promotions  recommended  by  Lord  Cornwallis 
were  with  one  exception  carried  into  elfect.  Colonel  Cuffe  did  not 
obtain  a Peerage. 

Lord  Clamdcarde  was  not  created  a Marquis,  but  obtained  a 
patent  in  favour  of  his  daughters. 

Lord  Ormonde’s  Marquisate  was  not  conferred  till  January  22, 
1816,  and  Lord  Templetown  was  not  created  a Viscount  till  March 
8,  1806. 

But  Lord  Cornwallis  did  not  consider  these  two  latter  as  pro- 
mises. An  Earldom  was  offered  to  Lord  Gosford,  who  declined  it 
then,  and  again  in  1803,  as  he  would  not  accept  the  honour  if  in 
any  way  connected  with  the  Union,  which,  nevertheless,  he  had 
warmly  supported.  However,  on  the  10th  of  February,  1806,  he, 
with  Lords  Oxmantown  and  Somerton,  were  created  Earls. 

A sum  of  1500?.  per  annum  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Lord-Lieutenant,  by  an  Act  passed  in  1799,  to  be  distributed  as 
secret  service.  Towards  the  close  of  1800,  Mr.  Cooke  drew  up,  for 
the  use  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  the  following  confidential  memo- 
randum, which  still  remains  in  the  Castle  of  Dublin  : — 
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Pensions  to  Loyalists. 

I submit  to  your  Lordship  on  tliis  head  the  following  : — 

First,  that  Mac ^ should  have  a pension  of  . . £300 

He  was  not  much  trusted  in  the  Kebellion,  and  I 
believe  has  been  faithful. 

Francis  Higgins,  proprietor  of  the  ‘ Freeman’s 
Jornmal,’  was  the  person  who  procured  for  me 
all  the  mtelligence  respecting  Lord  Edward  Fitz- 
gerald, and  got ^ to  set  him,  and  has  given 


me  much  information 300 

M‘Guichen,  who  is  now  in  Belfast,  ought  to  have  . 150 

I wish  a man  of  the  name  of  Nicholson,  whom  I 

employ  regularly,  should  have 50 

Darragh  ^ ought  to  have  for  himself  and  his  wife,  at 

least 200 

(At  first  written  300Z.) 

He  might  be  mentioned  m the  Loyalist  Bill.  


£1000 

Swan 

Sirr 

I think  it  might  be  right  to  get  rid  of  many  of  our  little  pen- 
sioners, and  Major  Sirr’s  gang,  by  sums  of  money  instead  of  pen- 
sions. Marsden  will  be  kind  enough  to  confer  with  Sirr  upon  the 
several  cases,  and  see  which  can  be  got  rid  of  by  a sum  of  money, 
which  requhe  stipends. 

Mr.  Wilson  and  others  recommend  that  Coleman  should  get 
office  or  pension.  He  lost  his  property,  his  house,  &c.,  being  burnt 
down  by  the  Eebels. 

Pollock’s  services  ought  to  be  thought  of.  He  managed  Mac — — 
and  M‘Guichen,  and  did  much.  He  received  the  place  of  Clerk 
of  the  Crown  and  Peace,  and  he  has  the  fairest  right  to  indemni- 
fication. 


^ Leonard  M‘Nally,  Esq.,  a barrister  of 
some  reputation,  son  of  a Dublin  merchant. 
He  was  regularly  employed  by  the  Rebels, 
and  was  entirely  in  their  confidence.  He 
was  author  of  vaiious  plays  and  other  works, 
which  had  no  great  merit  ; b.  1752,  d.  Feb. 
14,  1820.  Sir  J.  Barrington  says  that  in 
order  to  set  up  his  (M‘Nally’s)  character  he 
agreed  to  fight  him. 

2 It  is  singular  that  Mr.  Cooke,  writing 
confidentally  for  the  information  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  and  Lord  Castlereagh,  should  omit 
the  name  of  the  person  alluded  to.  Hughes 


was  suspected  of  having  betrayed  Lord  Ed- 
ward, but  it  is  evident  he  could  not  have 
been  the  individual  here  meant,  for,  if  he  had 
been  emplo}-ed,  the  communication  would 
have  been  direct  with  the  Castle. 

3 Mr.  Darragh,  of  Eagle  Hill,  near  Athy, 
was  an  active  magistrate.  In  March,  1798, 
a man  of  the  name  of  Condon  rode  up  to  him 
while  he  was  standing  at  his  own  door,  fired 
at  him,  and  wounded  him  severely  in  the 
groin.  He  never  i-ecovered  from  the  effects 
of  the  wound,  and  died  not  long  after  the 
grant  of  this  pension. 
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* Samuel  Turner  £300 

Francis  Grenville  Tracy 300 

Leonard  M‘Anally 300 

John  Guichen 150 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daragh  200 

Edward  Nicholson 50 

(James)  Gray 50 

Mrs.  (Mary)  Eldon  .* 30 

(Kichard)  Harpur 50 

(Richard)  Callaghan  and  (Ann)  wife 40 


1470 

(Rev.)  — Gilmer 30 

These  sums  were  given  by  a warrant  dated  December  20,  1800, 
but  the  names  were  kept  secret — the  payments  being  confidentially 
made  by  the  Under-Secretary.  None  of  the  recipients  are  now 
living. 

List  of  Boroughs  Disfranchised. 


After  the  Bill  authorising  compensation  to  be  made  for  the 
disfranchised  boroughs,  and  for  the  places  abolished  by  the  Union, 
had  passed,  the  Right  Hon.  Richard  Annesley,  the  Right  Hon. 
Sackville  Hamilton,  and  Dr.  Duigenan  were  appointed  Commis- 
sioners to  assess  the  sums  to  be  given  to  the  different  individuals 
affected.  Many  months  elapsed  before  the  various  claims  could 
even  be  investigated.  Fifteen  thousand  pounds,  the  sum  allotted 
for  each  borough,  was  apportioned  among  the  various  patrons,  ac- 
cording to  the  interest  possessed  by  each  in  the  borough.  The 
following  is  a list  of  the  names  of  the  several  patrons,  and  their 
share  of  the  compensation  : — 


Antrim  Earl  of  Massareene,  and  his  three  brothers,  3,750Z. 

each. 

Aedee Two  branches  of  the  family  of  Ruxton  : — one 

Mr.  Ruxton,  7,500Z. ; and  two  of  the  same  name, 
3,750Z.  each. 

Ardfert Earl  of  Glandore. 

Askeaton  Earl  of  Garrick,  6,850Z. 

„ Hon.  E.  Massey,  6,850Z. 

„ Sir  Vere  Hunt,  Bart.,  1,1  OOL 

„ Sir  J.  Hoare,  Bart.,  200Z. 

Athboy  Earl  of  Darnley. 

Athenry  Theophilus  Blakeney,  Esq. 

Athy  Duke  of  Leinster,  13,800Z. 

„ Lord  Ennismore,  1,200Z. 

Augher Marquis  of  Abercorn. 


* It  has  been  found  impossible  to  obtain 
any  information  about  most  of  these  indi- 
viduals, or  to  ascertain  what  services  they  had 
rendered  to  the  Government.  Of  some  few 
notice  has  already  been  taken,  but  the  history 
of  the  majority  of  them  is  very  obscure. 

VOL.  III. 


Richard  Harpur,  who  d.  Feb.  1811,  James 
Gray,  and  Mary  Eldon,  seem  to  have  been 
very  illiterate  persons,  as  their  receipts  are 
signed  with  a cross.  The  joint  pensions  to 
Richard  and  Ann  Callaghan  expired  April, 
1811,  on  the  death  of  the  survivor. 

Y 
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Ball  AN  AK  ILL Marquis  of  Drogheda, 

Ballyshanxon  Earl  of  Belmore. 

Baltimore Sir  John  Freke,  Bart. 

Baltixglass  Earl  of  Aldborongh  and  his  brothers,  3,750?.  each, 

Banagher  Eight  Hon.  O.  Ponsonhy. 

Bangor  Earl  of  Carrick,  7,500?. 

,,  Hon.  Edward  and  Hon.  Robert  Ward,  7,500?. 

Bannow  Marquis  of  Ely. 

Belturbet Earl  of  Belmore. 

Blessington  Marquis  of  Downshire. 

Boyle Earl  of  Kingston. 

Callan  Lord  Callan. 

Carlingford Marquis  of  Downshire,  7,500?. 

,,  Boss  Balfour  Moore,  Esq.,  7,500?. 

Carrick Earl  of  Leitrim. 

Carysfort Earl  of  Carysfort. 

Castlebar Earl  of  Lucan. 

Castlemartyr  Earl  of  Shannon. 

Cavan Tlieophilus  Clements,  Esq.,  7,500?. 

„ Thomas  Nesbitt,  Esq.,  7,500?. 

Charlemont  Earl  of  Charlemont. 

Charleville Earl  of  Shannon,  7,500?. 

,,  Earl  of  Cork,  7,500?. 

Cloghnakilty  Earl  of  Shannon. 

Clonmines Marquis  of  Ely. 

Dingle  Icouch  Richard  Boyle  Townshend,  Esq. 

Donegal Earl  of  Arran. 

Doneraile Viscount  Doneraile. 

Duleek  Henry  Bruen,  Esq. 

Dunleer Right  Hon.  John  Foster,  7,500?. 

„ Henry  Coddington,  Esq.,  7,500?. 

Enniscorthy Lord  Lismore,  12,300?. 

,,  Robert  Cornwall,  Esq.,  2,700?. 

Fethard,  (Tipperary)  ..Lord  Lismore,  7,500?. 

„ ,,  Thomas  Barton,  Esq.,  7,500?. 

Fethard,  (Wexford)  ..  ..Marquis  of  Ely. 

Fore  Marquis  of  Downshire. 

Gouran  Viscount  Clifden. 

Granard Lord  Lyttleton,  7,500?. 

„ W.  F.  Greville,  Esq.,  7,500?. 

Harristown  John  Latouche,  Esq. 

Hillsborough  Marquis  of  Downshire. 

Jamestown Gilbert  King,  Esq.,  7,500?. 

,,  John  King,  Esq.,  7,500?. 

Inistiogue William  Tighe,  Esq. 

Kells Marquis  of  Headford. 

Kilbeggan Gustavus  Lambart,  Esq. 

Kildare Duke  of  Leinster. 

Killybegs Earl  of  Conyngham. 

Killyleagh  Sir  James  Blackwood,  Bart. 

Killmallock Richard  Oliver,  Esq. 

Knocktopher Sir  Hercules  Langrishe,  13,862?.  10s. 
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Knocktopher  Sir  George  Sliee,  Bart.,  1,137/.  10s. 

Lanesborough  Lord  Clonbrock. 

Lifford  Earl  of  Erne. 

Lismore  Duke  of  Devonshire. 

Longford  Earl  of  Longford. 

Maryborough  Right  Hon.  Charles  Coote,  7,500/. 

„ Sir  John  Parnell,  7,500/. 

Middleton Viscount  Middleton. 

Monaghan Earl  of  Clermont,  3,750/. 

„ Lord  Rossmore,  3,750/. 

„ Right  Hon.  Theophilus  Jones,  3,750/. 

„ Henry  Westenra,  Esq.,  3,750/. 

Mullingar Earl  of  Granard. 

Naas  Earl  of  Mayo. 

Navan  Lord  Tara,  7,500/. 

„ Earl  of  Ludlow,  7,500/. 

Newcastle  Right  Hon.  David  Latouche. 

Newtown  Ards Earl  of  Caledon. 

Newtown  Limavady  . , Earl  of  Londonderry. 

Newborough,  or  Gorey  . . Stephen  Ram,  Esq. 

Philipstown  Earl  of  Belvedere,  3,750/. 

„ Earl  of  Lanesborough,  3,750/. 

” Countess  of  Lanesborough,  3,750/. 

„ John  King,  Esq.,  3,750/. 

Randalstown  Viscount  O’Neil. 

Rathcormack  Lord  Riversdale. 

Ratoath Gorges  Lowther,  Esq. 

Roscommon Lord  Mount  Sandford. 

St.Johnstown (Longford)  Earl  of  Granard. 

St.  Johnstown  (Donegal)  Countess  of  Wicklow. 

Strabane  Marquis  of  Abercorn. 

Taghmon  Henry  Bruen,  Esq. 

Tallagh Duke  of  Devonshire. 

Thomastown Viscount  Clifden. 

Trim  Marquess  Wellesley. 

Tuam  Lord  Clanmorris,  14,000/. 

,,  Hon.  W.  Yelverton,  1,000/. 

Tulsk ,.St.  George  Caulfield,  Esq. 

Wicklow  William  Tighe,  Esq. 


There  were  four  other  borough^ — St.  Canice,  where  the  Bishop 
of  Ossory  always  returned  the  two  members ; Clogher,  equally 
under  the  influence  of  the  Bishop  of  Clogher ; Old  Leighlin,  where 
the  Bishop  of  F erns  had  great  power  ; and  Swords,  which  owned  no 
patron.  The  15,000/.  for  each  of  the  first  three  boroughs,  was  paid 
to  the  Commissioners  of  First  Fruits,  to  be  appropriated  as  they 
thought  fit,  and  the  compensation  for  Swords  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  trustees,  to  be  laid  out  in  building  schools,  and  in  other 
works  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  borough.  The  whole  sum  was 
1,260,000/. 
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It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  list  that  none  of  the  borough-pro- 
prietors had  more  than  two  seats,  except — 


Lord  Downshire  . . 
Lord  Ely 
Lord  Shannon 
Lord  Granard 
Lord  Belmore 
T.ord  Clifden  . . 
Duke  of  Devonshire 
TiOrd  Ahercorn 
Mr.  Tighe 
Mr.  Bruen 


who  had  7 seats. 


This  does  not,  however,  give  a complete  idea  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary weight  of  the  great  borough-proprietors.  Besides  the  seats 
for  which  they  received  compensation,  many  of  them  had  influence 
in  places  which  were  still  to  return  one  member;  and  as  one 
seat  in  the  Imperial  Parliament  was  considered  quite  equal  to  two 
in  the  Irish,  no  compensation  was  allowed.  Thus  Lord  Ely  had 
one  seat  at  Wexford,  Lord  Shannon  one  at  Youghal,  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire  one  at  Bandon  and  one  at  Dungarvon,  and  Lord  Aber- 
corn  one,  if  not  both,  at  Dungannon.  Many  of  the  counties  also 
were  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  certain  great  families,  whose 
nominations  were  scarcely  ever  disputed.  A few  boroughs,  nomi- 
nally open,  were  practically  close,  and  some  three  or  four  families 
had,  by  intermarriages,  acquired  a power  which  rendered  them 
most  formidable  to  any  Government.  The  Ponsonbys,  for  example, 
exercised  influence,  direct  or  indirect,  over  twenty-two  seats  ; Lord 
Downshire  and  the  Beresfords  respectively,  over  nearly  as  many. 
Nor  was  this  all:  the  great  boroughmongers  constantly  bought 
from  other  persons  seats,  for  which  they  returned  their  own  ad- 
herents. Lord  Longueville,  in  one  of  his  querulous  letters,  claims 
Cork  and  Mallow,  and  six  other  seats,  as  his  own.  Lords  Shannon 
and  Ely  were  in  a similar  position.  The  largest  sums  paid  for 
compensation  were  52,500^.  to  Lord  Downshire,  and  45,000?.  to 
Lord  Ely. 

Of  the  thirty-four  boroughs  which  were  retained,  the  cities  of 
Dublin,  Cork,  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Londonderry,  the  boroughs 
of  Carrickfergus,  Drogheda,  and  Newry,  and  the  University  of 
Dublin,  nine  in  all,  were  quite  open.  Downpatricli  and  Galway 
soon  shook  off  the  influence  of  any  patron.  The  other  twenty-three 
remained  close  till  the  Keform  Bill  in  1831,  though  in  several 
instances  they  were  not  in  the  hands  of  the  same  persons  who  had 
the  nomination  at  the  time  of  the  Union.  There  are  now  but  five 
at  most  where  the  old  influence  can  be  said  to  prevail. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 


The  Catholic  question  — Intentions  of  the  English  Cabinet  — Insuperable  objec- 
tion of  the  King — Rumour  of  a dukedom  for  Lord  Cornwallis  — Resignation 
of  the  Ministry  — Lord  Cornwallis  prepares  to  leave  Ireland  — Memoranda 
circulated  amongst  the  Catholics  — The  King’s  illness  — Lord  Hardwicke 
Lord-Lieutenant  — Trial  of  Napper  Tandy  — Sir  William  Medows  Com- 
mander-in-Chief  — The  Roman  Catholic  College  at  Maynooth. 

The  completion  of  the  Union  compelled  the  English  Cabinet  to 
come  to  some  decision  on  the  Catholic  question.  The  views  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  and  Lord  Castlereagh  may  be  collected  from  their 
letters,  and  they  were  fully  adopted  by  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Dundas,  and 
several  of  their  colleagues.  From  all  the  information  that  can  be 
derived,  either  from  documents  which  have  been  published,  or 
from  private  sources,  the  subject  would  seem  to  have  been  dis- 
cussed in  Cabinet,  and  it  may  be  reasonably  inferred  that,  at  one 
time,  the  whole  Cabinet  were  disposed  to  consider  how  far  the 
Roman  Catholics  could  be  relieved  from  their  remaining  disabilities. 
The  question,  most  certainly,  had  never  been  laid  before  the  King, 
and  his  insuperable  objection  was  not  made  known  to  the  Irish 
Government,  nor  probably  were  any  of  the  English  Ministers  aware 
of  his  fixed  determination.  It  is  not  quite  clear  when,  or  by 
whom,  the  intimation  that  such  a scheme  was  in  agitation  was  first 
conveyed  to  His  Majesty,  but  probably  Lord  Loughborough  the 
Chancellor,  Lord  Auckland,  and  the  Primate  of  Ireland  communi- 
cated with  the  King,  and  were  the  persons  by  whose  advice  he  was 
guided,  and  when  Mr.  Pitt  broached  the  subject,  he  found  the 
King’s  decision  irrevocable,  and  accordingly  tendered  his  resig- 
nation early  in  February. 

Various  reasons  have  been  assigned  for  the  course  adopted  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  but  the  whole  proceeding  is  involved  in  some  obscurity. 
It  appears  certain,  that  when  he  found  that  there  was  no  prospect 
of  his  obtaining  permission  to  propose,  as  Minister,  any  measure  for 
the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  he  and  some  of  his  colleagues 
determined  to  resign,  thinking  that  as  independent  members  they 
could  more  effectually  advance  the  object  they  had  at  heart. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt  that  neither  Mr.  Pitt,  Lord  Cornwallis, 
nor  Lord  Castlereagh,  though  all  considering  the  removal  of 
the  Catholic  disabilities  very  necessary,  ever  pledged  themselves 
to  any  particular  line  of  conduct  should  such  a measure  not  be 
carried. 

The  King  was  deeply  affected  by  these  transactions.  He  com- 
plained that  no  communication  had  been  made  to  him,  and  that,  till 
the  end  of  December,  he  was  not  aware  that  Mr.  Pitt  and  some 
of  his  colleagues  were  so  deeply  committed.  While  the  arrange- 
ments for  a new  Ministry  were  making,  but  before  any  office  had 
been  vacated,  his  mind  became  disordered ; and,  from  the  expres- 
sions which  dropped  from  liim,  he  evidently  attributed  his  illness 
to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt.  This  state  of  affairs  continued  till  the 
end  of  February,  and  Mr.  Pitt  having  then  become  convinced  that 
during  the  King’s  life  no  material  alteration  could  be  made  in  the 
laws  affecting  the  Koman  Catholics,  gave  it  to  be  understood  that 
he  would  not  object  to  resume  office  without  pressing  the  Catholic 
question.  Such  at  least  is  the  inference  which,  it  is  thought,  may 
be  fairly  drawn  from  the  papers  before  the  public.  On  March 
14,  Mr.  Pitt  formally  resigned,  having  up  to  that  time  discharged 
the  duties  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  having  even  brought 
forward  the  budget. 

This  whole  question  is  discussed  at  length  in  the  ‘ Edinburgh 
Keview’  of  January,  1858.  There  may  be  a difference  of  opinion 
as  to  the  justice  of  the  views  adopted  by  the  author  of  the  article, 
but  he  gives  not  an  incorrect  statement  of  facts,  and  argues  the 
points  in  dispute  in  a fair  and  reasonable  manner.  The  papers  in 
this  volume  throw  additional  light  upon  the  subject. 

Four  papers  are  introduced  at  the  end  of  this  chapter  dated 
at  the  close  of  1801  and  the  beginning  of  1802.  They  relate  to 
Maynooth — a subject  to  which  the  attention  of  Lord  Cornwallis 
had  been  often  drawn — and  give  an  authentic  statement  of  the 
views  entertained  by  the  Ministers  by  whom  that  college  was  first 
established. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt. 

[Most  Private.] 

IMy  dear  Sir,  Thursday,  Jan.  1,  1801. 

Since  I had  an  opportunity  of  explaining  to  you  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s sentiments  in  respect  to  his  further  stay  in  Ireland,  the 
Duke  of  Portland  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  communicate  to  me  a 
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paper  which  has  been  in  circulation,  referring  to  one  of  mine  on  the 
Catholic  question.  As  that  paper  rests  its  objections  to  the  measure 
principally  on  the  merits  of  the  question,  I feel  it  necessary  to 
represent  to  you  the  disappointment  Lord  Cornwallis  may  feel 
should  the  sentiments  stated  in  that  paper  be  adopted  and  acted 
upon  by  the  Cabinet.  When  I left  Lord  Cornwallis  he  certainly 
was  prepared  for  some  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Cabinet  on  the 
principle  of  the  measure  itself,  and  for  much  caution  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty’s  Ministers  in  general,  with  respect  to  the  period  when 
they  miglit  think  themselves  justified  in  prudence  in  proposing  to 
Parliament  so  important  an  alteration  of  the  Test  Laws ; but  he 
did  not  apprehend,  from  anything  that  had  hitherto  passed  on  the 
subject,  that  their  sentiments  were  adverse  to  the  principle  of  the 
measure  connected  with  the  Union,  much  less  that  they  were  pre- 
pared to  oppose  the  question  on  its  merits,  and  to  declare  their 
determination  to  resist  hereafter  any  further  concessions  to  the 
Catholics.  As  this  impression  on  his  Excellency’s  mind  was  in  a 
great  measure  the  result  of  what  passed  with  reference  to  tliis 
subject  when  I was  in  England  in  the  autumn  of  1799,  I think  it 
necessary  to  recall  to  your  recollection,  that  after  the  details  of  the 
Union  had  been  completed,  I was  dnected  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
to  represent  to  you  the  state  of  parties  as  they  stood  at  that  time 
in  Ireland,  and  particularly  to  request  that  you  would  ascertain 
what  was  likely  to  be  the  ultimate  decision  of  His  Majesty’s 
Ministers  with  respect  to  the  Catholics,  as  his  Excellency  felt  it  to 
be  of  equal  importance  to  the  future  quiet  of  Ireland,  to  his  own 
feelings,  and  to  the  credit  of  Administration  in  both  countries,  that 
he  should  so  conduct  himself  towards  that  body  as  to  preclude 
hereafter  any  well-founded  imputation,  or  even  any  strong  im- 
pression on  the  minds  of  the  Catholics,  that  they  had  been  deceived. 
The  statement  I then  made  to  you  was,  as  I recollect,  nearly  to 
the  following  effect : that  we  had  a majority  in  Parliament  com- 
posed of  very  doubtful  materials;  that  the  Protestant  body  was 
divided  on  the  question,  with  the  disadvantage  of  Dublin  and  the 
Orange  Societies  against  us ; and  that  the  Catholics  were  holding 
back,  under  a doubt  whether  the  Union  would  facilitate  or  impede 
their  object.  I stated  it  as  the  opinion  of  the  Irish  Government 
that,  circumstanced  as  the  Parliamentary  interests  and  the  Pro- 
testant feelings  then  were,  the  measure  could  not  be  carried,  if  the 
Catholics  were  embarked  in  an  active  opposition  to  it,  and  that 
their  resistance  would  be  unanimous  and  zealous  if  they  had  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  sentiments  of  Ministers  would  remain  un- 
changed with  respect  to  their  exclusion,  while  the  measure  of  Union 
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in  itself  must  give  them  additional  means  of  disappointing  their 
liopes.  I stated  that  several  attempts  had  been  made  by  leading 
Catholics  to  bring  Government  to  an  explanation,  which  had  of 
course  been  evaded,  and  that  the  body,  thus  left  to  their  own 
speculations  in  respect  to  the  future  influence  of  the  Union  upon 
their  cause,  were,  with  some  exceptions,  either  neutralists  or  active 
opponents  ; the  former  entertaining  hopes,  but  not  inclining  to 
support  decidedly,  without  some  encouragement  from  Government ; 
the  latter  entirely  hostile,  from  a persuasion  that  it  would  so 
strengUien  the  Protestant  interest  as  to  perpetuate  their  exclusion. 
I represented  that  the  friends  of  Government,  by  flattering  the 
hopes  of  the  Catholics,  had  produced  a favourable  impression  in 
Cork,  Tipperary,  and  Galway ; but  that  in  proportion  as  his  Excel- 
lency felt  the  advantage  of  this  popular  support,  he  was  anxious  it 
should  be  ascertained,  in  availing  himself  of  this  assistance,  which 
he  knew  was  alone  given  in  contemplation  of  its  being  auxihary  to 
their  own  views,  that  he  was  not  involving  the  Government  in 
future  difficulties  with  that  body,  by  exposing  them  to  a charge  of 
duplicity,  and  he  was  peculiarly  desirous  of  being  secure  against 
such  a risk,  before  he  'personally  encouraged  the  Catholics  to  come 
forward  and  to  afford  him  that  assistance  which  he  felt  to  be  so 
important  to  the  success  of  the  measure.  In  consequence  of  this 
representation  the  Cabinet  took  the  measure  into  their  consider- 
ation, and  having  been  directed  to  attend  the  meeting,  I was 
charged  to  convey  to  Lord  Cornwallis  the  result,  and  his  Excel- 
lency was  referred  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  me  for  a statement 
of  the  opinions  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  on  this  important  sub- 
ject. I accordingly  communicated  to  Lord  Cornwallis  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Cabinet  was  favourable  to  the  principle  of  the 
measure ; that  some  doubts  were  entertained  as  to  the  possibility 
of  admitting  Catholics  into  some  of  the  higher  offices ; and  that 
Ministers  apprehended  considerable  repugnance  to  the  measure  in 
many  quarters,  and  particularly  in  the  highest ; but  that,  as  far  as 
the  sentiments  of  the  Cabinet  were  concerned,  his  Excellency  need 
not  hesitate  in  calling  forth  the  Catholic  support,  in  whatever 
degree  he  found  it  practicable  to  obtain  it.  I trust  you  will  be  of 
opinion  that  I did  not  misconceive  or  misstate  what  passed  in  that 
Cabinet.  I certainly  did  not  then  hear  any  direct  objection  stated 
against  the  principle  of  the  measure  by  any  one  of  the  Ministers 
then  present.  You  will,  I have  no  doubt,  recollect  that,  so  far 
from  any  serious  hesitation  being  entertained  in  respect  to  the 
principle,  it  was  even  discussed  w’hether  an  immediate  declaration 
on  the  subject  to  the  Catholics  would  not  be  advisable,  and  whether 
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an  assurance  should  not  be  distinctly  given  them,  in  the  event  of 
the  Union  being  accomplished,  of  their  objects  being  submitted, 
with  the  countenance  of  Government,  to  the  United  Parliament 
upon  a Peace.  This  idea  was  laid  aside,  principally  upon  a con- 
sideration that  such  a declaration  might  alienate  the  Protestants  in 
both  countries  from  the  Union,  in  a greater  degree  than  it  was 
calculated  to  assist  the  measure  tlirough  the  Catholics ; and  ac- 
cordingly the  instructions  I was  directed  to,  convey  to  Lord  Corn- 
wallis were  to  the  following  effect : that  his  Excellency  was  fully 
warranted  in  soliciting  every  support  the  Catholics  could  afford ; 
that  he  need  not  apprehend,  as  far  as  the  sentiments  of  the  Cabinet 
were  concerned,  being  involved  hereafter  in  the  difficulty  with  that 
body  which  he  seemed  to  apprehend ; that  it  was  not  thought 
expedient  at  that  time  to  give  any  direct  assurance  to  the  Catholics, 
but  that,  should  circumstances  so  far  alter  as  to  induce  his  Excel- 
lency to  consider  such  an  explanation  necessary,  he  was  at  liberty 
to  state  the  grounds  on  which  his  opinion  Avas  formed  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Cabinet.  In  consequence  of  this  communication 
the  Irish  Government  omitted  no  exertion  to  call  forth  the  Catholics 
in  favour  of  the  Union.  Their  efforts  were  very  generally  success- 
ful, and  the  advantage  derived  from  them  was  highly  useful,  par- 
ticularly in  depriving  the  Opposition  of  tlie  means  they  otherwise 
would  have  had  in  the  southern  and  western  counties,  of  making 
an  impression  on  the  county  members.  His  Excellency  was  enabled 
to  accomplish  liis  purpose  without  giving  the  Catholics  any  direct 
assurance  of  being  gratified,  and  throughout  the  contest  earnestly 
avoided  being  driven  to  such  an  expedient,  as  he  considered  a 
gratuitous  concession  after  the  measure  as  infinitely  more  con- 
sistent with  the  character  o/  Government.  The  Union  having  been 
carried,  I was  directed  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  when  last  in  Eng- 
land, to  recall  the  attention  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  to  the 
Catholic  question,  and  to  impress  on  their  minds  the  anxiety  his 
Excellency  felt  that  they  should  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  antici- 
pated in  the  proposed  act  of  grace  by  the  Opposition.  On  my 
return  to  Ireland  I communicated  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  what 
had  passed  in  the  Cabinet  with  reference  to  this  subject.  I apprized 
his  Excellency  that  sentiments  unfavourable  to  the  concession  had 
been  expressed  by  the  highest  law  authority,  and  that  the  Cabinet 
at  large  did  not  feel  themselves  enabled,  in  His  Majesty’s  absence, 
and  without  sounding  opinions  in  other  quarters,  to  take  a final 
decision  on  so  momentous  a question.  But  I did  not  feel  myself 
warranted,  from  anything  that  had  passed,  to  disap})oint  the  hopes 
his  Excellency  had  been  led  so  distinctly  to  form,  and  which  he 
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still  continues  to  entertain.  Should  the  ultimate  decision  of  His 
IMajesty’s  3Iinisters  accord  with  the  statement  of  the  question  to 
which  I have  alluded,  jou  will  easily  conceive,  in  addition  to  the 
public  regret  his  Excellency  will  experience  at  the  abandonment 
of  a measure  which  he  considers  to  be  essential  to  the  future 
interests  of  the  empire,  that  he  will  feel  a peculiar  degree  of  pain 
in  finding  himself  placed  in  those  awkward  ch’cumstances  with 
respect  to  the  Catholics,  to  which  he  foresaw  the  transaction  in 
itself  was  so  likely  to  lead,  and  which  he  took  every  possible  pre- 
caution to  avoid.  You  know  that  Lord  Cornwallis  is  the  last  person 
in  the  world  that  would  wish  to  consider  what  has  passed  on  the 
part  of  the  Cabinet  as  a pledge  given  to  him,  though  not  to  the 
Catholics.  You  know  his  feelings  are,  with  respect  to  the  disposal 
of  this  question,  altogether  public.  I have  merely  presumed,  and 
I trust  you  ^vill  be  of  opinion  that  I have  not  gone  beyond  my 
duty  in  doing  so,  to  recall  those  communications  which  passed 
through  me  to  your  recollection,  anxiously  trusting  that  no  ad- 
ditional difficulty  has  been  introduced  into  the  transaction  from 
any  inaccuracy  on  my  part,  and  feeling  assured  that  you  will  give 
what  I have  stated,  together  with  all  the  other  considerations  which 
bear  on  this  important  question,  their  due  weight  in  your  decision. 

I have,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 

jMaPvQUis  C0EXW.U.LIS  TO  Major-General  Ross. 

My  dear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  Jan.  8,  1801. 

You  will  easily  believe  with  what  sincere  affiiction  I heard 
last  night  from  iMr.  Elliot  that  your  boy  was  very  ill.  God  send 
that  the  mad  Avhich  we  hourly  expect  may  bring  better  accounts. 

This  is  not  a time  to  trouble  you  with  letters,  but  it  cannot  be 
painful  to  you  to  know  how  truly  your  friend  participates  in  your 
apprehensions  or  sorrows.  Yours  ever, 

Cornwallis. 

To  THE  Marquis  Cornwallis,  &c.,  &c.,  Castle,  Dublin. 

[Endorsed  by  Lord  Cornwallis — Anon.  From  an  old  and  sincere^  friend. 

Post -mark,  Jan.  8,  1801.] 

My  dear  Lord,  January  7. 

You  will  not  see  the  signature,  nor  recognize  the  usual 
handvTiting  of  a very  sincere  and  very  old  friend  who  has  lately 

* General  Gi  enville  was  supposed  to  have  he  was  on  with  the  Royal  Family,  render  the 
been  the  author  of  this  letter,  prompted  supposition  very  probable ; and  the  hand- 
possibly  by  his  Royal  Master.  His  friendship  writing  of  the  original,  though  disguised,  bears 
for  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  the  intimate  footing  much  resemblance  to  that  ot  the  General.  - 
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been  a portee  to  much  conversation  that  has  passed  gn  the  subject 
of  your  Dukedom. 

From  the  fullest  sense  of  what  is  due  to  you  for  your  military 
and  civil  services,  I am  desirous  that  you  should  know  that  the 
K.  has  said  in  express  words  to  more  than  one  authority,  v.hich  I 
know  to  be  correct : — “ If  Lord  Cornwallis  asks  me  for  a Dukedom, 
I most  certainly  shall  give  it  to  him.” 

You  are  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  our  interior  to  be 
satisfied  that  those  who  wish  you  well,  must  see  the  finer  threads 
of  this  business  more  accurately  than  you  can,  at  so  great  a distance 
from  the  master-hand  that  guides  them.  Whether  this  mark  of 
approbation  be  really  an  object  to  you  or  not  I cannot  undertake  to 
judge,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  you  will  not  give  to  this 
anonymous  letter  all  the  credit  that  is  due  to  it,  though  you  may 
see  reasons  that  ought  to  prevent  me  from  discovering  myself  to 
you. 

And  yet  it  is  probable,  that  if  you  had  been  in  England,  my 
friendship  to  you,  and  the  sincerest  respect  for  your  public  services, 
might  have  induced  me  to  have  trusted  my  name  to  your  honour 
and  discretion. 

However,  whether  you  act  upon  this  letter,  or  throw  it  in  the 
fire,  I shall  at  least  have  discharged  my  mind  from  the  difficulties 
I have  felt  since  I have  been  in  possession  of  this  secret.  But  no 
time  is  to  be  lost. 

I am,  my  dear  Lord,  most  truly  and  unalterably  yours. 

Makquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

My  DEAK  Boss,  Phoenix  Park,  Jan.  12,  1801. 

I Avill  say  nothing  of  business  or  politics,  except  that  we  are 
making  progress  in  the  plan  of  incorporation,^  and  that  I had  last 
night  a very  satisfactory  letter  from  Lord  Castlereagh  on  the  gTeat 
point  which  is  now  in  agitation,  and  on  the  success  of  which,  in  my 
opinion,  greatly  depends  the  stabihty  of  the  British  empire. 

Believe  me  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

]\Iarquis  Cornwallis  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

My  dear  Lord,  Phoenix  Park,  Jan.  14,  1801. 

. . . Your  letter,  dated  the  7th,  afforded  me  very  sincere 

satisfaction.  If  Mr.  Pitt  is  firm  he  will  meet  with  no  difficulty,  and 
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the  misfortunes  of  the  present  times  are  much  in  his  favour  towards 
carrying  tliis  point,  on  the  same  grounds  that  the  rebellion  assisted 
the  Union.  Timid  men  will  not  venture  on  any  change  of  system, 
however  wise  and  just,  unless  their  fears  are  alarmed  by  pressing 
dangers. 

I never  had  the  smallest  doubt  of  your  having  been  perfectly 
correct  in  regard  to  what  passed  in  Cabinet,  as  your  memory  is 
good,  and  you  wrote  to  me  immediately  after  it  had  taken  place. 
I had,  however,  some  apprehension  that  Mr.  Pitt’s  recollection  was 
not  so  clear,  as  I thought  that  he  would  have  felt  that  they  had 
gone  too  far  to  retreat,  without  some  extraordinary  change  of  cir- 
cumstances ; it  is  now  most  satisfactorily  settled. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Mrs.  Young.’ 

Madam,  Phoenix  Park,  Jan.  16,  1801. 

I have  most  sincerely  participated  in  your  anxieties  and  in 
your  affliction,  and  I feel  it  to  be  as  much  my  duty  as  it  is  my 
inclination  to  assist  the  family  of  that  excellent  man  your  late 
husband. 

Mr.  Marsden  will  wait  on  you  at  my  request  to  talk  on  this 
subject,  which  can  be  better  explained  in  a conversation  than  by 
correspondence. 

I am.  Madam,  with  the  most  earnest  good  wishes  for  yourself 
and  family,  your  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Dublin  Castle,  Jan.  19,  1801. 

I have  not  made  up  my  mind  exactly  with  regard  to  what 
I should  say  to  the  D.  of  York  respecting  the  fencible  regiments  ; 
but  as  it  strikes  me  at  present,  it  would  be  hazardous  to  attempt 
any  change  that  would  for  a time  put  so  large  a portion  of  our  force 
into  an  unserviceable  state.  And  after  all,  the  fencibles,  especially 
those  from  Scotland,  with  all  their  radical  defects,  are  nearly  as 
good  as  the  English  militia,  and  as  some  of  the  regiments  of  the 
line  which  have  been  completed  from  the  English  militia. 

* The  widow  of  the  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  upon  her  in  the  course  of  a few  months,  but 
who  was  left  with  eleven  children,  ill  pro-  in  the  mean  time  Lord  Cornwallis  himself 
vided  for.  A pension  of  500L  was  conferred  assisted  her  materially. 
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I shall  give  the  Honourable  Arthur  Cole/  Lord  Enniskillen’s 
youngest  son,  to  whom  Mr.  Dundas,  at -my  request,  has  given  a 
Madras  writership,  a letter  of  introduction  to  you  ; and  if  General 
Stuart  is  not  gone,  I wish  you  would  recommend  him  strongly  to 
his  patronage,  and,  if  possible,  contrive  that  he  should  go  out  in  the 
ship  with  him.  He  is  a very  fine  lad,  and  modest,  and  well 
behaved.  In  the  greatest  haste.  Yours  ever, 

Cornwallis. 

I have  this  moment  received  your  letter,  dated  the  15th,  and 
have  received  the  greatest  satisfaction  from  your  conversation  with 
Lord  S.^  Our  Chancellor  will  bully  and  talk  big,  but  he  is  too 
unpopular  here  to  venture  to  quarrel  with  Administration. 

The  King  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas. 

Windsor,  Feb.  7,  1801. 

I cannot  but  regret  that  on  the  late  unhappy  occasion  I 
had  not  been  treated  with  more  confidence  previous  to  forming  an 
opinion,  which,  to  my  greatest  surprise,  I learnt  on  Thursday  from 
Earl  Spencer  has  been  in  agitation  ever  since  Lord  Castlereagh 
came  over  in  August,  yet  of  which  I never  had  the  smallest  sus- 
picion till  within  these  very  few  weeks ; but  so  desirous  was  I to 
avoid  the  present  conclusion,  that,  except  what  passed  with  Earl 
Spencer  and  Lord  Grenville  about  three  weeks  past,  and  a liint 
I gave  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  on  Wednesday  sevenight,  I have 
been  silent  on  the  subject,  and,  indeed,  hoping  that  Mr.  Pitt  had 
not  pledged  himself  on  what  I cannot  with  my  sentiments  of 
religious  and  political  duty  think  myself  at  liberty  to  concur.  Mr. 
Secretary  Dundas  has  known  my  opinions  when  he  corresponded 
with  the  Earl  of  Westmorland,  then  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
and  at  least  will  do, me  the  justice  to  recollect  that  both  then,  and 
when  afterwards  brought  forward  by  the  Earl  Fitz william,  my 
language  perfectly  coincided  with  my  present  conduct. 

George  K. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry. 
Dear  James,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  7,  1801. 

I had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  yesterday  a note  from  my 
friend  Mr.  Alexander  (member  for  Derry),  dated  from  the  House 

‘ Hon.  Arthur  Cole,  4th  son  of  William,  for  Enniskillen  from  Feb.  1828  till  within  a 
1st  Earl  of  Enniskillen,  b.  June  28,  1780,  few  weeks  of  his  death, 
d.  unm.  June  16,  1844.  He  was  a very  * Lord  Spencer,  who  was  an  intimate  friend 
distinguished  Civil  servant  of  the  East  India  of  Geneial  Ross,  had  informed  him  that  he 
Company,  and  showed  singular  firmness  and  expected  the  King  would  give  way  on  the 
decision  during  the  Madras  mutiny.  M.P.  Catholic  question. 
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of  Commons,  giving  a most  favoiu'able  account  of  James’s  per- 
fonnance;^  and  I ain  happy  to  find,  by  your  letter  which  I have 
just  received,  that  everything  has  succeeded  so  completely  to  yoiu’ 
satisfaction.  God  send  that  you  may  long  enjoy  the  comfort  which 
you  have  so  much  reason  to  expect  from  so  promising  a son.  The 
mistake  about  the  Admiral  was  curious  enough  ; he  must  have  been 
much  surprised  at  being  requested  to  second  the  Address.  The 
political  horizon  is  gloomy  indeed,  and  I am  afraid  that  all  is  not 
right  at  home  ; should  an  awkward,  though  a very  serious  question,^ 
come  to  issue,  which  I sincerely  deprecate,  I would  on  no  account 
put  you  under  any  difficulties  either  with  respect  to  yourself,  or  to 
James.  I trust,  however,  that  my  apprehensions  on  that  score  are 
groundless.  You  will  probably  know  more  by  the  time  this  letter 
reaches  you.  Pray  tell  James  how  sincerely  I rejoice  in  his 
success.  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis.  , 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 


Dear  PoSS,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  11,  1801. 

I have  received  yom’  letter,  dated  the  6th,  but,  although 
the  mail  of  the  7th  arrived  this  morning,  have  heard  no  further 
accounts  of  political  changes^  than  you  mentioned  when  you  wrote  on 
the  4th,  except  that  Mr.  Addington'^  is  to  be  the  ostensible  minister. 

I rather  guess  that  Lord  Hobart^  will  be  my  successor  here, 
partly  from  probability  and  my  knowledge  of  his  sentiments  on  the 
Catholic  question,  with  which  I connect  the  sudden  departure  for 
England,  of  his  friend  Mr.  Borough  ® who  went  with  him  to  India. 

This  is  a melancholy  ending  of  all  my  labours,  but  if  the  good 
ship  Britannia  can  weather  the  storm,  I shall  be  satisfied. 

A copy  of  my  first  despatch  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  the 


* Ml'.  Cornwallis  was  M.P.  for  Eye,  and 
seconded  the  address,  Feb,  2,  1801. 

^ The  Catholic  question. 

3 Mr.  Pitt  tendered  his  resignation,  which 
was  accepted,  on  the  5th,  but  it  was  not 
generally  known  for  two  or  three  days. 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Addington,  1st  Vis- 
count Sidmouth,  so  created  Jan.  12,  1805, 
b.  May  30,  1757,  d.  Feb.  15,  1844;  m.  1st, 
1781,  Ursula  Mary,  dau.  and  coheir  of 
Leonard  Hammond,  Esq,,  of  Cheam ; 2nd, 
July  29,  1823,  Marianne,  widow  of  Thomas 
Townshend,  Esq.,  dau.  and  ultimately  sole 
heir  of  William,  1st  and  only  Lord  Stowell. 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  from 
Nov.  25,  1790,  till  Feb.  10,  1801,  then 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  May,  1804.  He 


was  afterwards,  with  intervals.  Lord  Pre- 
sident, Lord  Privy  Seal,  and  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  from  Jan. 
1805  to  1822.  M.P.  for  Devizes  from  May, 
1784,  till  he  was  made  a Peer. 

^ It  does  not  appear  that  it  ever  was  in 
contemplation  to  send  Lord  Hobart  to  Ire- 
land. The  Lord-Lieutenancy  was  declined 
by  several  persons.  The  Duke  of  Portland, 
on  March  26,  intimated  his  readiness  to 
accept  it. 

® Mr.,  afterwards  Sir  Richard  Borough, 
Bart.,  so  created  Nov.  12, 1813,  b.  April  18, 
1756,  d.  Jan.  22,  1837;  m.  Aug.  21,  1799, 
Anna  Maria,  dau.  of  Gerard,  1st  Viscount 
Lake. 
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incorporation  was  transmitted  to  Macleod,  to  be  shown  to  yon  and 
to  Lord  Ilowe,  and  I conclude  yon  have  seen  it  by  this  time. 

Yours  ever, 

Cornwallis. 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Secret.]  Received  Feb.  13. 

My  dear  Lord,  London,  Feb.  9,  1801. 

Having  nothing  to  add  to  the  general  facts  stated  in  my 
former  letters,  I have  hitherto  postponed  writing  in  order  that 
I might  the  better  be  enabled  to  explain  to  your  Excellency  the 
shape  which  this  transaction  was  ultimately  likely  to  assume. 
Mr.  Pitt,  from  a conviction,  I conclude,  that  the  King’s  mind  could 
not  give  way,  and  seeing  the  danger  of  the  State  falling  into  the 
hands  of  Opposition,  has  used  his  utmost  influence  with  his  friends 
to  lend  themselves  to  the  new  arrangements,  from  which  I suppose, 
but  this  is  merely  supposition,  the  conduct  of  the  new  Government 
will  rather  be  to  evade,  than  to  negative  the  question  on  the 
principle.  Mr.  Pitt  will  take  the  first  opportunity  of  the  question 
being  regularly  before  the  House  to  state  his  opinion  at  length 
upon  it,  but  he  does  not  think  that  it  will  be  expedient  either  with 
reference  to  the  success  of  the  question  itself,  or  the  predicament  in 
which  the  King  stands,  for  him  to  press  the  measure  under  the 
present  circumstances.  The  inclination  of  his  mind,  after  having 
argued  the  question,  is,  not  to  vote  at  all.  He  is  of  opinion  that 
to  try  the  question  now,  would  only  pledge  people  against  it ; that 
we  should  have  no  chance  of  success  in  the  Lords,  and  that  if  we 
carried  it  tlrrough  both  Houses,  the  Edng  would  at  all  risks  refuse 
his  assent ; but  a still  stronger  reason  operates  in  his  mind  for  not 
so  pressing  it,  which  he  particularly  desires  that  I may  represent 
to  yom’  Excellency,  namely,  the  conviction  that  were  the  question 
so  carried  it  would  be  deprived  of  all  its  benefits.  Under  these 
considerations  it  is  his  wish  that  your  Excellency,  without  bringing 
forward  the  King’s  name,  should  make  the  Catholics  feel  that  an 
obstacle  which  the  King’s  Ministers  could  not  surmount,  precluded 
them  from  bringing  forward  the  measure  whilst  in  office  ; that  their 
attachment  to  the  question  was  such  that  they  felt  it  impossible  to 
continue  in  Administration  under  the  impossibility  of  proposing  it 
with  the  necessary  concurrence,  and  that  they  retired  from  the 
King’s  service,  considering  this  line  of  conduct  as  most  likely  to 
contribute  to  the  ultimate  success  of  the  measure ; to  represent  to 
them  how  much  their  future  hopes  must  depend  upon  strengthen- 
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iug  their  cause  by  good  conduct ; in  the  mean  time  that  they  ought 
to  weigh  their  prospects  as  arising  from  the  persons  who  now 
espouse  their  interests,  and  compare  them  with  those  winch  they 
could  look  to  from  any  other  quarter ; that  they  may  naturally 
rely  on  the  zealous  support  of  all  those  who  now  retue,  and  of 
many  who  remain,  when  it  can  be  given  with  any  prospect  of 
success ; in  the  mean  time  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  do  liis  utmost  to 
establish  their  cause  in  the  public  favour,  and  thus  prepare  the 
way  for  its  ultimate  success,  but  that  they  must  distinctly  under- 
stand that  he  could  not  concur  in  a hopeless  attempt  at  this 
moment  to  force  it,  and  that  he  must  at  all  times  repress  with  the 
same  decision  as  if  he  held  an  adverse  opinion,  any  unconstitutional 
conduct  in  the  Catholic  body.  This  will  give  your  Excellency 
the  outline  of  that  communication,  which  he  thinks  liimseK  alone 
authorized  to  make  to  them.  To  look  to  any  specific  time,  to 
which  they  might  attach  their  hopes,  is  so  indefinite  and  so  de- 
licate a consideration  as  your  Excellency  will  feel  is  scarcely  to 
be  touched  upon.  From  what  has  already  passed,  the  prospect 
of  a change  of  sentiment  on  the  part  of  the  King,  seems  too 
hopeless  to  be  held  out  in  fairness  to  the  Catholics  as  any  solid 
ground  of  hope,  and  liis  death  is  that  solution  of  the  difficulty, 
which  all  parties  must  equally  deprecate.  The  prospect  is  there- 
fore not  very  encouraging  in  itself ; but  impromising  as  it  is  we 
must  endeavom’  to  make  them  feel,  that  their  particular  interests 
as  well  as  their  duty  will  be  best  consulted  rather  by  a temperate 
and  loyal  conduct  than  by  giving  way  to  the  feelings  connected 
with  disappointment  and  despair.  Such  are  the  principles  we 
must  preach ; I wish  it  were  reasonable  to  expect  that  they  would 
be  implicitly  acted  upon.  With  respect  to  yourself,  Mr.  Pitt  is 
fully  alive  to  the  painful  task  imposed  upon  your  Excellency 
dmdng  the  remainder  of  your  abode  in  Ireland,  particularly  should 
it  of  necessity  continue  beyond  the  period  of  the  change  on  this 
side,  but  this  he  trusts  will  not  be  of  long  duration,  and  little 
doubting  what  your  Excellency’s  feehngs  must  be  on  the  whole  of 
this  case,  I have  impressed  on  his  mind  that  in  justice  to  you  the 
Irish  part  of  their  arrangements  should  not  be  protracted.  In 
urging  this,  I have  not  less  consulted  my  otvti  feelings,  as  I shall 
not  incline  to  remain  a single  individual  on  the  Treasury  bench, 
after  those  with  whom  we  have  acted  retire  from  it. 

Ever  my  dear  Lord,  &c., 

Castle  RE  AGH. 

P.S.  Mr.  Pitt  has  seen  the  first  part  of  this  letter.  As  I found 
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that  circmnstances  might  delay  his  ^^Titing,  I was  anxious  that 
your  Excellency  should  not  remam  longer  in  ignorance  of  his  sen- 
timents, as  it  may  enable  you  the  better  to  break  this  business  to 
the  persons  most  interested. 


jMarquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  15,  1801. 

No  consideration  could  induce  me  to  take  a responsible 
part  with  any  Administration  who  can  be  so  blind  to  the  interest, 
and  indeed  to  the  immediate  seciu’ity  of  their  country,  as  to 
})erseYere  in  the  old  system  of  proscription  and  exclusion  in  Ire- 
land. My  sentiments  on  this  head  are  sufficiently  known,  and  I 
have  heard  from  pretty  good  authority  that  my  successor  is  fixed, 
and  I have  some  reason  to  guess  that  Lord  Hobart  is  the  person. 
I feel  it,  however,  to  be  my  duty  to  my  country,  not  to  quit  my 
station  angrily,  and  to  employ  such  reasonable  space  of  time  as  it 
may  suit  Government  to  take  in  sending  over  a successor,  in  endea- 
voimng  to  tranquillize  the  minds  of  the  Catholics,  to  persuade 
them  to  wait  vuth  patience  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  vdshes, 
which,  although  it  is  not  so  near  as  we  had  reason  to  expect,  may 
nevertheless,  from  the  eminent  characters  of  all  parties  who  are 
pledged  in  their  favoiu',  still  be  considered  as  idtimately  secure, 
and  by  every  means  in  my  power  to  prevent  such  immediate  effects 
of  their  disappointment,  as  would,  under  our  present  difficidties, 
tend  to  the  utter  destruction  of  the  empire. 

I tnist  that  you  will  believe  that  there  is  no  house  that  could 
be  more  agveeable  to  me  than  yoims,  but  I shall  be  so  troublesome 
a guest,  from  the  niunber  of  people  that  will  be  coming  to  me, 
that  I shall  only  avail  myself  of  yoim  kind  invitation,  in  the  event 
of  my  not  being  able  to  find  some  convenient  lodging.  A^ou  will 
natm-ally  be  aware  that  I must  resign  the  Ordnance,  wdiich  I un- 
willingly accepted  as  a Cabinet  office,  but  I can  see  no  reason  for 
your  resigning,  and  I am  siu’e  that  the  public  serGce  woidd  suffer 
very  much  by  your  quitting  yoiu*  station.  At  all  events  I request 
that  you  ^vill  form  no  resolution  till  I see  you. 

It  appears  to  me  impossible  that  the  new,  or  rather  the  dings 
of  the  old  Administration  can  go  on  ; they  find  as  much  chfficidty  in 
obtaining  recruits  as  any  of  the  new  levies,  and  they  have  reduced 
their  standard  full  as  low. 

Lord  Spencer  has  been  very  kind  to  me  by  promising  to  make 
Rroke  a Post-Captain  before  he  leaves  tlie  office. 

VOL.  III. 
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Hoping  to  find  yon  and  Mrs.  Ross  and  the  boy  in  perfect 
health  on  my  retm-n,  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  15,  1801. 

Mr.  Napper  Tandy  is  to  go  down  to  the  county  of  Donegal 
in  order  to  take  his  trial  at  the  assizes  that  are  to  be  held  there  in 
the  ensuing  month. 

This  unfortunate  wretch  is  now  become  an  object  of  universal 
contempt,  mingled  I believe  pretty  generally  with  some  grains  of 
compassion.  There  is  scarcely  a doubt  that  he  woidd  be  con- 
demned, but  I have  been  informed  by  the  Crown  lawyers  that  it  is 
not  a matter  of  absolute  certainty.  He  wishes  to  plead  guilty  and 
confess  his  crimes  in  the  fidlest  manner,  if  he  had  reason  to  hope 
that  he  might  be  pardoned  on  condition  of  his  being  banished  from 
His  Majesty’s  dominions  for  life. 

Considering  the  incapacity  of  this  old  man  to  do  further  mis- 
chief, the  mode  by  which  he  came  into  om*  hands,  his  long  sub- 
sequent confinement,  and  lastly,  the  streams  of  blood  which  have 
fiowed  in  this  island  for  these  last  three  years,  I am  induced  to 
request  that  your  Crace  will  submit  the  above  proposition  to  His 
Majesty’s  favourable  consideration.  j p^ve,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry. 
Dear  James,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  17,  isoi. 

After  having,  as  I thought,  nearly  accomplished  the  settle- 
ment of  this  devoted  country  in  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  ren- 
dered Ireland  a powerful  bulwark  for  the  security  of  Britain,  an 
unexpected  blast  from  St.  J ames’s  has  overset  me,  and  has  added 
grievously  to  the  perils  which  have  of  late  surrounded  us,  and 
threatened  to  overwhelm  us. 

Most  ardently  praying  for  blessings  on  my  coimtry,  to  which 
neither  as  a politician  or  a soldier  I see  any  prospect  of  my  being 
able  to  render  any  service,  I shall  now  retire  altogether  from 
public  life,  but  without  resentment  or  any  evil  disposition  on  my 
mind,  detesting  faction,  and  wishing  the  Grovernment  success. 

I have  sent  over  my  resignation  of  the  Lieutenancy  of  Ireland 
with  assurances  that  I will  patiently  wait  for  the  arrival  of  a suc- 
cessor ; I shall  then  repair  to  London,  and  after  paying  my  duty  to 
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the  King,  resign  the  Ordnance,  and  after  that  proceed  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  my  days,  Bonaparte  bene  placito,  quietly  at  Cnlford. 
I state  my  feelings  to  yon  that  you  may  be  convinced  that  I have 
not  the  most  distant  wish  to  interfere  with  James’s  politics.  It 
gives  me  the  most  sincere  pleasime  to  find  that  he  has  obtained 
such  universal  applause,  and,  as  far  as  I am  concerned,  I request 
that  he  will  consider  himself  most  perfectly  independent. 

Yours,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  19,  1801. 

As  my  continuance  in  the  situation  I have  the  honour  to 
hold,  may  not  be  long  enough  to  enable  me  to  fulfil  all  the  engage- 
ments which  I have  thought  it  my  duty  to  contract  on  the  part  of 
His  Majesty’s  Government,  and  by  the  direction  of  his  Ministers 
repeatedly  conveyed  to  me  by  yom*  Grace,  I feel  myself  peculiarly 
bound  by  every  tie  and  obligation  at  the  present  moment  to  draw 
your  Grace’s  attention  to  this  subject. 

The  general  natoe  and  extent  of  these  engagements  has  been 
communicated  and  explained  to  yoiu*  Grace,  by  Chief  Secretary 
my  Lord  Viscount  Castlereagh,  and  he  will  lay  before  you  an  accu- 
rate detail  of  them. 

Much  anxiety  is  daily  manifested  by  those  gentlemen  whose 
expectations  I have  not  yet  been  enabled  to  fulfil,  and  though  I 
endeavour  to  impress  on  their  minds  an  assmunce  that  their  just 
hopes  will  not  be  disappointed  by  any  change  in  His  Majesty’s 
councils,  they  intimate  a wish  to  receive  that  assurance  from  the 
authority  of  those,  with  whom  the  future  administration  of  Ireland 
may  be  connected. 

I am  therefore  to  request  yom;  Grace  will  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  conferring  with  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  upon  this 
subject,  and  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  an  official  authority  to 
assure  all  those  gentlemen  who  have  any  promise  of  favour  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Union,  that  they  will  be  fully  provided  for  accord- 
ing to  the  extent  of  the  engagements  made  with  them,  and  that  no 
new  pretensions  will  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  their  prior  and 
superior  claims.  I ^ 

Cornwallis. 

The  promises  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  letter,  were  recorded 
in  a list  enclosed,  which  it  is  not  considered  advisable  to  publish 
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in  extenso.  Of  these  engagements,  seven  were  for  pensions,  one  of 
wliicli,  to  IMrs.  Young,  widow  of  the  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  had  no 
connexion  with  politics.  Thirteen  were  legal  appointments,  five 
of  which  were  completed  before  Lord  Cornwallis  left  Ireland. 
Four  were  for  promotions  in  the  Peerage.  Tliirty  were  promises 
of  places,  varying  from  400^.  to  800^.  per  annum  ; or  of  pensions 
from  300^.  to  500^.  Thiidy-five  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  this 
list  were  M.P.’s,  and  had  voted  for  the  Union,  and  three  of  the 
pensions,  though  granted  nominally  to  persons  not  in  Parliament, 
were  actually  to  be  received  by  Members.  Some  of  these  pensions 
and  places,  on  account  of  the  change  of  Government  in  1806, 
never  were  conferred,  but  the  M.P.  for  whose  benefit  one  in  par- 
ticular was  intended,  came  to  Sir  Eobert  Peel,  when  Secretary  in 
Ireland,  and  claimed  the  arrears  of  the  pension,  amounting  to 
several  thousand  pounds.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  such  an 
application  was  not  successful.  Lord  Ilardwicke,^  when  he  assumed 
tiie  Government,  recognized  the  engagements  made  by  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, and  as  far  as  he  was  able  fulfilled  them ; but  he  also  re- 
signed before  all  the  claimants  had  been  satisfied,  and  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,^  who  succeeded  him,  did  not  consider  himself  bound  by 
the  antecedent  promises. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  26,  1801. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  has  signified  His  Majesty’s  approba- 
tion of  the  plan  which  I transmitted  for  the  incorporation,  and  I 
shall  immediately  proceed  to  carry  it  into  effect.  On  the  whole, 
with  the  honest  and  earnest  assistance  of  T.  Pakenham,  we  shall 
get  tlu’ough  the  business  of  the  incorporation  with  less  difficulty 
than  we  had  reason  to  expect. 

My  brother  is  highly  pleased  at  being  again  called  into  service, 
and  it  certainly  is  very  flattering  to  him  to  be  recommended  by 
Lord  St.  Vincent  to  succeed  to  the  command  of  the  fleet  which  he 
himself  resigns.^ 

All  other  matters  look  as  gloomy  as  ever.  They  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  find  a Lord-Lieutenant,  and  the  station  at  present 

* Philip,  3rd  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  K.G.,  b.  March  21,  1786,  Georgiana  Elizabeth,  dau. 
May  31,  1757,  d.  Nov.  18,  1834;  ra.  July  of  George,  4th  Viscount  Torrington  ; 2nd, 
24,  1782,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  James,  5th  June  23,  1803,  Georgiana,  dau.  of  Alexander, 
Earl  of  Balcarres.  Lord-Lieut  of  Ireland  4th  Duke  of  Gordon.  Lord-Lieut.  of  Ireland, 
from  May,  1801,  till  Nov.  1805,  when  he  ^ Lord  St.  Vincent  had  been  Commander- 
was  replaced  by  Lord  Povvis,  who,  however,  in-Chief  of  the  Channel  Fleet,  but  he  re- 
was  never  sworn  in.  signed  when  he  was  made  First  Lord  of  the 

2 John,  6th  Duke  of  Bedford,  K.G.,  b.  Admiralty,  Feb.  21,  1801. 

July  6,  1766,  d.  Oct.  20,  1839;  m.  1st, 
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requires  a man  of  very  superior  qualities.  Unless  lie  will  take  the 
Government  upon  himself,  and  make  himself  independent  of  the 
influences  which  I resisted,  and  which  ruined  the  administration  of 
my  predecessor,  the  country  will  be  completely  undone. 

It  is  too  mortifying  a reflexion — when  all  difflculties  were  sur- 
mounted, when  Protestants  and  Catholics,  Unionists  and  Anti- 
Unionists,  all  joined  in  esteem  and  confidence  towards  the  Govern- 
ment, and  were  softened  into  an  acquiescence  of  surrendering  their 
animosities  and  prejudices,  as  a sacrifice  to  the  public  safety,  that 
the  fatal  blow  should  be  struck  from  the  quarter  most  interested  to 
avert  it,  and  that  Ireland  is  again  to  become  a millstone  about 
the  neck  of  Britain,  and  to‘be  plunged  into  all  its  former  horrors 
and  miseries. 

The  time  of  my  release  must  be  subject  to  much  uncer- 
tainty ; if  Brome  should  And  any  place  that  would  suit  me,  I think 
from  the  number  and  variety  of  people  by  whom  I shall  be 
assailed,  that  it  will  be  better  to  lodge  by  myself,  but  if  that  should 
not  happen,  I shall  accept  of  your  kind  invitation. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Most  Secret  and  Confidential,]  Received  Feb.  27. 

My  dear  Lord,  Whitehall,  Feb.  23,  1801. 

I am  under  the  painful  necessity  of  acquainting  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  after  an  indisposition  which  has  been  of  about  10 
days’  continuance,  but  which  though  it  has  confined  the  K.  to  the 
Queen’s  House,  has  not  prevented  him  from  seeing  his  confidential 
servants  and  several  other  persons,  or  passing  his  evenings  in 
company,  the  state  of  H.  M.  mind  appeared  so  much  disordered 
in  the  course  of  Saturday  night  and  yesterday  morning,  as  to 
make  the  Queen  and  the  Boyal  Family  deem  it  expedient  to  call 
for  the  advice  of  the  younger  Dr.  Willis  ^ in  addition  to  that  of 
I)rs.  Gisborne  ^ and  Beynolds,^  who  have  for  some  days  attended 
II.  M.,  and  I understand  that  two  persons  appointed  by  Dr.  Willis, 
were  to  sit  up  last  night  in  H.  M.  chambers.  Mr.  Addington, 
who  passed  the  best  part  of  an  hour  yesterday  with  H.  M.  by 
his  own  desire,  told  me  that  though  there  were  evident  symptoms 
of  derangement,  or  rather  of  considerable  mental  oppression  and 

‘ John  Willis,  M.I).,  b.  Sept.  28,  1751,  the  College  of  Physicians  from  1791  to  1794, 
d.  Oct.  2,  1836,  unm.  He  had  a pension  and  from  1796  to  1803. 
of  717^.  ^ Henry  Revel  Reynolds,  ]\1.D.,  b.  Sept. 

® Thomas  Gisborne,  M.D.,  b.  about  1725,  26,  1745,  d.  Oct.  22,  ISH.  Physician  to 

d.  April  24,  1806,  unmarried.  President  of  the  King. 
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mieasiness,  H.  M.  conversation  was  perfectly  temperate  and  rea- 
sonable, and  that  lie  appeared  to  be  much  relieved  at  different 
times  by  an  abundant  shedding  of  tears,  and  Mr.  Addington  left 
H.M.  in  such  a state  as  led  him  to  entertain  a good  hope  that  in 
the  interval  of  a few  days  H.  M.  may  be  restored  to  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  liis  mental  faculties, 

I have  not  seen  any  one  to-day  who  is  capable  of  giving  me 
any  particulars  of  the  actual  state  of  H.  M.  health.  It  appears  by 
the  bulletin  signed  by  the  physician  that  he  had  some  hours’  sleep, 
but  that  he  still  continued  to  have  fever. 

Impossible  as  it  may  be  to  conceal  entirely  from  the  nation  the 
calamitous  event  which  is  hanging  over  us,  your  Excellency  without 
doubEwill  be  of  opinion  that  the  supposition  of  its  having  taken,  or 
being  likely  to  take  place,  should  be  discountenanced  as  much  as 
possible ; and  that  our  language  respecting  H.  M.’s  illness  should 
be  formed  and  regulated  by  the  terms  employed  by  his  physicians 
in  the  daily  bulletins,  of  which  a copy  shall  be  regularly  trans- 
mitted to  your  Excellency.  This  alarming  and  dreadful  event  will 
account  for  my  taking  no  other  notice  of  the  letter  (private)  which  I 
had  the  mortification  to  receive  from  you  on  Saturday,  than  to 
acknowledge  its  having  reached  me,  or  of  the  much  to  be  lamented 
events  which  have  occasioned  it.  At  the  present  moment  I am  per- 
suaded that  no  thought  can  be  entertained  but  of  guarding  against 
the  dangers  which  tlueaten  us,  and  I look  with  the  most  unqua- 
lified confidence  for  your  Excellency’s  assistance  in  that  respect. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  intelligence  re- 
ceived to-day  from  France,  upon  the  authority  of  which  I have 
reason  to  think  your  Excellency  may  entirely  depend. 

I am,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  Feb.  27,  1801. 

I have  just  received  your  Grace’s  letter  dated  the  23rd 
instant,  the  contents  of  which  have  afflicted  me  most  severely. 
Your  Grace  may  be  assured  that  at  this  most  disastrous  period  I 
can  have  no  thought  but  for  the  preservation  of  my  country,  and 
you  may  in  every  respect  with  perfect  confidence  rely  on  my 
zealous  and  unwearied  exertions  to  afford  every  assistance  in  my 
power.  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  3,  1801. 

I last  night  received  your  letter,  dated  the  27th,  and  a few 
ininutes  ago  that  of  the  28th;  the  latter  contains  comfortable 
encouragement  respecting  the  King’s  situation. 

As  it  is  my  audience  day,  I desired  Cooke  to  write  fully  to  you 
on  the  subject  of  the  papers,^  and  I enclose  a few  lines,  which  may 
be  more  easily  communicated,  and  which  in  fact  contain  every 
essential  explanation.  These  papers  have  produced  no  ill  conse- 
quences here  ; but  on  the  contrary,  have  done  a great  deal  of  good. 
I trust  when  them  merits  are  candidly  considered,  they  will  at  least 
appear  harmless,  and  they  certainly  commit  no  man  of  either  party 
fiu’ther  than  he  has  already  committed  himself. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Lord  Donoughmore^  has  often  offered  to  go  over;  but  I told 
him  I saw  no  occasion.  He  desires  me  to  tell  you  that  he  is  ready 
to  set  out  whenever  you  desire  it. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  mischief  wliich  the  disappointment 
of  the  expectations  of  the  Catholics  might  have  occasioned  at  this 
dangerous  crisis,  I delivered  to  Lord  Fingall  and  Dr.  Troy,  two 
papers,  to  be  by  them  cmculated  among  the  principal  Catholics  in 
different  parts  of  Ireland.  The  first,  I was  assm^ed,-  stated  correctly 
the  spirit  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  declaration,  and  the  other  conveys  my 
private  sentiments  founded  on  the  speeches  and  conduct  of  many 
of  the  most  eminent  characters  in  the  kingdom  of  all  parties  and 
descriptions. 

A verbal  communication  would  have  been  liable  to  much  error 
and  misrepresentation,  and  could  not  have  been  diffused  to  any 
efficient  pm’pose.  The  papers  were  given  as  private  memoranda, 
and  have  been  attended  with  the  best  consequences  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  tranquiUity  of  the  country. 

Memorandum.  (From  Mr.  Pitt’s  Papers.) 

When  it  was  notified  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  that  Mr. 
Pitt,  Lord  Grenville,  Lord  Spencer,  Lord  Camden,  Mr.  Dundas, 
and  Mr.  Windliam,  had  requested  permission  to  retire  from  His 
Majesty’s  councils,  upon  their  not  being  sanctioned  in  bringing 

' The  ixiemoranda  circulated  with  Lord  2 Lqj.j  Donoughmore  was  a Representative 
Coi  iiwallis’s  approbation  amc»hg  the  Catholics.  Peer. 
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forward  sucdi  measures  as  they  tlioiiglit  essential  to  secure  to 
the  empire  the  full  benefit  of  the  Union,  the  most  important  of 
which  measures  was  a concession  of  further  prUileges  to  His 
3Iajesty’s  Homan  Catholic  subjects,  his  Excellency  conceived  that 
it  was  expedient  that  the  Catholic  body  should  have  an  authentic 
communication  upon  a subject  so  deeply  affecting  their  situation 
and  interests,  and  so  calculated  to  influence  them  future  conduct. 

4Iis  Excellency  had  long  held  it  as  his  private  opinion,  that 
the  measm’e  intended  by  those  of  H.  M.  Ministers  who  were 
rethdng  from  office,  was  necessary  for  securing  the  connexion  of 
Ireland  with  Great  Britain.  He  had  however  been  cautious  in  his 
language  on  the  subject,  and  had  studiously  avoided  any  declara- 
tion to  the  Catholics,  on  which  they  coidd  raise  an  expectation  that 
their  wishes  were  to  be  conceded.  Tlmough  the  whole  measm^e  of 
the  Union,  which  was  in  discussion  two  years,  and  during  which 
period  every  effort  was  made  to  procure  a resistance  to  the  measure 
on  the  part  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Catholics,  no  favourable  assu- 
rance or  promise  was  made  to  them. 

Their  judicious  conduct  diuing  that  trying  period  confirmed  his 
Excellency  in  the  opinion  that  every  measm’e  tending  to  secure 
them  attachment  to  the  empire  in  futiue,  wliich  hi  this  instance 
they  had  so  essentially  served,  ought  in  true  policy  to  be  attempted. 

His  Excellency  did  therefore  recommend  it  to  his  Chief  Secre- 
tary, who  was  engaged  with  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  in  the  course 
of  the  summer  in  England,  to  second  every  disposition  for  effecting 
the  objects  of  the  Catholics.  At  the  same  time  he  retained  a pru- 
dential reserve  to  the  Catholics  during  the  progress  of  the  discus- 
sions of  the  Cabinet. 

His  jMajesty  having  approved  of  the  solicitation  of  the  majority 
of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  to  retue  from  His  Majesty’s  councils,  and 
his  Excellency  having  requested  that  His  Majesty  woidd  extend  to 
him  the  same  indulgence,  it  became  a matter  of  public  duty  for  his 
Excellency  to  explain  to  the  Catholic  body,  the  sentiments  which 
had  been  held  with  respect  to  them,  and  to  mculcate  the  line  of 
conduct,  which  m this  arduous  crisis  it  became  them  to  piusue. 

His  Excellency  therefore,  being  apprized  of  the  sentiments  held 
l)y  Mr.  Pitt,  did  on  the  13th  Feb.  send  for  Lord  Fingall  and  Dr. 
Troy,  and  gave  them  two  papers  to  be  by  them  circulated  among 
the  principal  Catholics  in  different  parts  of  Ireland. 

The  first  his  Excellency  felt  assiued  corresponded  with  Mr. 
Pitt’s  sentiments,  and  the  other  conveyed  his  own  private  senti- 
ments, founded  on  the  speeches  and  conduct  of  many  of  the  most 
eminent  characters  of  all  parties  and  distinctions. 
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It  being  of  great  importance  that  any  communication  made  by 
bis  Excellency  should  not  be  misunderstood  or  misinterpreted,  and 
that  it  shoidd  make  a due  impression  and  produce  a general  good 
effect,  his  Excellency  preferred  a written  to  a mere  verbal  commu- 
nication, which  might  have  been  ill-reported  and  subject  to  per- 
version according  to  the  inclination  or  the  capacity  of  those  who 
should  cuculate  and  receive  it. 

His  Excellency  has  seen  a happy  result  from  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding. Enmoius  from  England  having  been  transmitted  that 
the  wishes  of  the  Catholics  were  likely  to  be  acceded  to,  every  ill- 
consequence  from  their  disappointment  has  been  obviated,  and 
there  is  now  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  take  that  line  of 
conduct  which  the  well  wishers  to  His  Majesty’s  service  and  the 
cause  of  the  empire  would  desire. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.] 

My  LoKD,  Whitehall,  March  3,  1801. 

. . . I must  not  conclude  this  letter  without  informing 

your  Excellency  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Government,  as  soon 
as  cucumstances  will  permit,  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  an  Act 
for  the  further  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  which  it  is 
proposed  should  contain  all  the  powers  given  to  His  Majesty  by  the 
Act  which  is  now  on  the  eve  of  expiring,  and  by  the  happy  prospect 
which  this  day’s  symptoms  afford  of  His  Majesty’s  recovery — upon 
which  I most  sincerely  congratulate  your  Excellency — I have  the 
most  confident  hope  that  this  necessary  measure  will  soon  be  carried 
into  effect.  I &c., 

Portland. 

P.S.  I have  the  happiness  of  acquainting  you  that  His  Majesty 
had  last  night  between  nine  and  ten  hours’  sleep,  and  that  he  is 
so  much  refreshed  by  it,  and  all  other  symptoms  are  become  so 
favoinable,  that  the  Queen  is  gone  out  to  take  the  air  for  the  first 
time  since  His  Majesty’s  illness.  P. 


Memorandum  found  among  the  Papers  of  Lord  Melville,  enclosed  in  the 
following  Extract  of  a Letter  from  Lord  Cornwallis  to  Lord 
Castlereagh,  dated  March  7,  1801. 

“It  gave  me  very  .sincere  satisfaction  to  find  by  your  letter 
of  the  2nd,  which  I received  yesterday,  that  Mr.  Pitt  understands 
the  papers  that  were  delivered  to  the  Catholics  precisely  in  the 


316 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XXII. 


sense  in  which  I explained  them  in  my  letter,  and  the  paper  trans- 
mitted by  Cooke  on  the  3rd  instant. 

“I  conceive  that,  without  the  communication  of  any  papers, 
every  man  must  have  felt  that  neither  Mr.  Pitt,  nor  any  of  the 
Ministers  who  resigned  with  him,  nor  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Grey,  &c.,  &c., 
could  take  a share  in  an  Administration  (formed  under  no  peculiar 
exigency  of  the  State)  without  bringing  forward  the  Catholic 
question.  The  greater  and  more  immediate  danger  will  natimally 
claim  the  first  attention,  and  many  circumstances  may,  and  I am 
sorry  to  say  are  too  likely  to  occur,  in  which  it  would  be  highly 
criminal  in  those  gentlemen  to  refuse  their  services. 

“I  perfectly  agree  with  you  that,  either  in  the  case  of  a 
regency  or  of  the  King’s  recovery,  the  question  must  sleep.” 

Mr.  Pitt  tliinks  the  fair  statement  to  be  made,  in  case  the 
papers  are  alluded  to  in  Parliament  is,  that  you  had  felt  it  your 
duty,  for  the  sake  of  the  public  tranquillity,  to  impress  the  Catho- 
lics with  a strong  sense  of  how  much  both  their  duty  and  interest 
enjoined  a loyal  and  dutiful  demeanour — that  the  precise  terms  in 
wliich  it  was  done  not  having  been  a matter  of  previous  concert 
with  all  the  persons  to  whom  the  sentiments  might  be  referable, 
that  the  papers  in  question  could  not  be  considered  as  affecting 
them  further  than  they  adopted  them  by  their  language  in  Par- 
liament ; that  the  sentiments  generally  expressed  in  those  papers 
met  his  approbation ; in  respect  to  the  pledge  which  might  be 
attributed  to  the  second  paper,  he  should  decline  upon  prin- 
ciple making  any  other  pledge  than  his  past  conduct.  What 
Ins  future  conduct  might  be  would  depend  upon  what  he  felt 
to  be  due  to  the  question  itself,  as  well  as  to  the  public  interest. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Fear  KoSS,  Dublin  Castle,  March  9,  1801. 

The  melancholy  situation  of  public  affairs,  and  the  little 
prospect  that  I see  of  our  country’s  getting  tlnwgh  its  present 
difficulties,  has  so  overcome  my  spirits,  that  for  some  days  I have 
not  been  able  to  write. 

We  have  received  the  mail  of  the  4th,  by  which  it  appears 
that  the  King  is  recovering — so  far  it  is  favourable ; but  the 
immediate  consequence  will  be  the  establishment  of  a weak 
Administration,  who  neither  will  make  peace,  nor  can  make  war, 
and  who  very  soon  will  drive  Ireland  into  the  desperate  state 
from  which  it  has,  much  against  the  will  of  the  old  Irish  rulers. 
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and,  I may  add,  of  the  majority  of  the  British  Cabinet,  been  lately 
with  so  much  difficulty  rescued. 

The  papers  which  you  saw  were  memoranda  given  to  some  of 
the  principal  Catholics  for  the  language  which  they  were  to  hold 
to  the  people  of  their  persuasion : the  reasoning  of  the  former  was 
taken  from  a letter  which  Mr.  Pitt  nearly  dictated  to  Lord 
Castlereagh,  and  the  second  was  taken  from  a letter  which  I 
received  from  Dundas.  Nobody  can  maintain  that  the  papers 
give  any  further  pledge  than  the  conduct  of  the  persons  alluded  to 
has  already  afforded.  A verbal  communication  made  to  two  or 
three  persons  in  Dublin,  could  not  have  been  diffused  through  the 
country  to  any  useful  purpose,  but  the  circulation  of  the  papers 
has  had  a powerful  effect,  and  perfectly  tranquillized  the  minds  of 
the  Catholics. 

I shall  write  to  Macleod  about  the  two  companies  and  the  men 
of  the  Irish  artillery  that  are  to  be  sent  from  hence.  The  sooner 
the  reduction  of  the  Irish  corps  can  be  accomplished  the  better  it 
will  be  for  the  services,  as  some  of  the  discontented  officers  are 
attempting  to  do  mischief. 

It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a dangerous  plan  to  put  a Prince 
of  the  Blood  at  the  head  of  the  Ordnance,  and  would  by  no  means 
tend  to  lower  the  estimates.  You  would  have  horse  artillery  and 
galloping  howitzers  and  mortars  in  abundance.  Cavalry  and  artil- 
lery were  to  subdue  the  world,  but  they  have  hitherto  made  a 
wretched  progress. 

I will  write  again  soon.  Whitworth’s  absence  is  inconvenient, 
and  I am  not  sanguine  in  my  expectations  that  much  will  be  done 
in  Denmark.  Believe  me,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 

Memoranda. 

I. 

[A  copy  of  this  paper  is  among  the  Hardwicke  Papers,  endorsed  Mr.  P.  to  Lord  C.] 

The  leading  part  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  finding  unsur- 
mountable  obstacles  to  the  bringing  forward  measures  of  concession 
to  the  Catholic  body  whilst  in  office,  have  felt  it  impossible  to 
continue  in  administration  under  the  inability  to  propose  it  with 
the  circumstances  necessary  to  carrying  the  measure  with  all  its 
advantages,  and  they  have  retired  from  His  Majesty’s  service, 
considering  this  line  of  conduct  as  most  likely  to  contribute  to  its 
ultimate  success.  The  Catholic  body  will  therefore  see  how  much 
their  future  hopes  must  depend  upon  strengthening  their  cause  by 
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good  conduct.  In  the  mean  time  they  will  prudently  consider 
then  prospects  as  arising  from  the  persons  who  now  espouse  their 
interests,  and  compare  them  with  those  which  they  could  look  to 
from  any  other  quarter.  They  may  with  confidence  rely  on  the 
zealous  support  of  all  those  who  retne,  and  of  many  who  remain  in 
office,  when  it  can  be  given  with  a prospect  of  success.  They  may 
be  assured  that  Mr.  Pitt  will  do  his  utmost  to  establish  their  cause 
in  the  public  favour,  and  prepare  the  way  for  their  finally  attaining 
their  objects.  And  the  Catholics  will  feel  that  as  Mr.  Pitt  could 
not  concin  in  a hopeless  attempt  to  force  it  now,  that  he  must  at 
all  times  repress,  with  the  same  decision  as  if  he  held  an  adverse 
opinion,  any  unconstitutional  conduct  in  the  Catholic  body. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the 
Catholics  will  take  the  most  loyal,  dutiful,  and  patient  line  of 
conduct;  that  they  will  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  led  into 
measures  which  can  by  any  construction  give  a handle  to  the 
opposers  of  their  wishes,  either  to  misinterpret  their  principles,  or 
to  raise  an  argument  for  resisting  their  claims ; but  by  their  pru- 
dent and  exemplary  demeanour  they  will  afford  additional  grounds 
to  the  growing  number  of  tlieir  advocates  to  enforce  their  claims 
on  proper  occasions,  until  their  objects  can  be  finally  and  advan- 
tageously attained. 

II. 

The  Sentiments  of  a sincere  Friend  to  the  Catholic  Claims. 

If  the  Catholics  should  now  proceed  to  violence,  or  entertain 
any  ideas  of  gaining  their  objects  by  convulsive  measures,  or 
forming  associations  with  men  of  Jacobinical  principles,  they  must 
of  course  lose  the  support  and  aid  of  those  who  have  sacrificed 
their  own  situations  in  their  cause,  but  who  would  at  the  same  time 
feel  it  to  be  their  indispensable  duty  to  oppose  eveiything  tending 
to  confusion. 

On  the  other  hand,  shonld  the  Catholics  be  sensible  of  the 
benefit  they  possess  by  having  so  many  characters  of  eminence 
pledged  not  to  embark  in  the  service  of  Government,  except  on 
the  terms  of  the  Catholic  privileges  being  obtained,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that,  on  balancing  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  them 
situation,  they  would  prefer  a quiet  and  peaceable  demeanour  to 
any  line  of  conduct  of  an  opposite  description. 

In  1805,  Mr.  Plowden,  the  author  of  the  History  of  Ireland, 
wrote  to  liOrd  Cornwallis,  enclosing  these  two  papers,  and  request- 
ing to  know  whether  they  were  correct  copies  of  those  given  by 
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him  to  Dr.  Troy,  referring  especially  to  the  latter  clause  of  the 
second  paper. 

Lord  Cornwallis  replied,  that  he  had  neither  a copy,  nor  a 
distinct  recollection  of  the  words  of  the  papers  ” given  to  Dr.  Troy, 
which  were  hastily  drawn  up  “ to  be  circulated  amongst  his  friends, 
with  the  view  of  preventing  any  immediate  disturbances,  or  other 
bad  effects  that  might  be  apprehended  from  the  accounts  that  had 
just  arrived  from  England ; ” and  that  if  he  had  made  use  of  the 
word  pledged,  he  could  only  mean  that  in  his  own  opinion  “the 
IMinisters  by  resigning  their  offices  gave  a pledge  of  their  being 
friends  to  the  measure  of  Catholic  emancipation ; ” for  that  he 
never  “ received  authority,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  any  jMember 
of  Administration  who  resigned  his  office,  to  give  a pledge  that  he 
woidd  not  embark  again  in  the  service  of  Government,  except  on 
the  terms  of  the  Catholic  privileges  being  obtained.”  The  pre- 
ceding letter  refers  to  these  papers. 

Marquis  Corxwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Dublin  Castle,  March  11,  1801. 

I last  night  received  your  letter  dated  the  7th,  and  con- 
clude that  all  ministerial  arrangements  will  now  go  on  as  it  was 
originally  intended.  The  remainder  of  my  time  here  will  not  be 
pleasant,  as  I am  dunned  without  mercy  by  all  those  who  have  any 
claims  on  Government  for  services  in  the  late  struggle ; I trust, 
therefore,  that  Lord  Hardwicke  will  not  be  very  unreasonable  in 
the  time  that  he  asks  for  preparation. 

There  are,  I understand,  many  stories  fabricated  and  circulated 
in  London  respecting  the  conduct  of  this  Government,  and  our 
encouragement  of  petitions.^  You  will,  I trust,  be  assured  that  the 
whole  are  absolutely  false— that  I have  discouraged  everything 
that  could  possibly  irritate  the  public  mind — and  that  I have  used 
all  the  means  in  my  power  to  maintain  the  most  perfect  tranquillity. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

JMarquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Blshop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry. 

Dear  James,  • Dublin  Castle,  March  12,  1801. 

Our  late  accounts  of  the  King’s  health  have  been  so  favour- 
able that  I conclude  the  projected  arrangements  will  soon  take 

‘ See  the  letter  of  Lord  I’iugall  to  iMr.  ^1‘Keniia,  of  April  10. 
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place,  and  tliat  I may  expect  my  successor  to  arrive  early  in  the 
next  month.  The  important  question  which  has  overthrown  the 
long  administration  of  Mr.  Pitt  must  now  sleep,  as  any  person  who 
should  attempt  to  bring  it  forward  would  be  accused  of  wishing 
either  to  kill  or  distract  the  King.  When  I come  to  London  I shall 
resign  the  Ordnance,  and  it  is  then  my  determination  to  retire 
absolutely  from  all  public  and  political  life,  and  to  pass  the  re- 
mainder of  my  days  in  Suffolk. 

I have  taken  such  measures  as  will,  I trust,  for  some  time  in- 
sm'e  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland,  unless  my  successor  should  be  weak 
enough  to  suffer  some  of  its  old  and  violent  rulers  to  resume  the 
power  which  they  have  liitherto  so  much  abused,  and  which  they 
would  again  employ  to  plunge  this  wretched  country  into  all  the 
miseries  and  horrors  from  which  it  has,  with  so  much  difficulty, 
been  rescued.  I ^m,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Dublin  Castle,  March  19,  1801. 

. . . The  officers  of  the  Irish  Board  of  Ordnance  with 

their  Secretary  will  all  receive  complete  compensation  for  the  loss 
of  their  offices,  from  the  Commissioners^  appointed  by  Act  of 
Parliament.  ... 

The  papers  which  were  circulated  amongst  the  Catholics^  have 
done  much  good.  It  would,  perhaps,  have  been  better  not  to  have 
inserted  the  word  pledge  ; it  was,  however,  used  in  a letter  which  I 
received  from  Mr.  Dundas  at  the  same  time  with  the  communica- 
tion ® from  Mr.  Pitt  through  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  it  could  not,  by 
any  fair  construction,  be  supposed  to  convey  any  other  meaning 
than  that  persons  who  had  gone  out  of  office  because  the  measure 
could  not  be  brought  forward,  would  not  take  a part  in  any  admin- 
istration that  was  unfriendly  to  it. 

I am  afraid  Lord  Hardwicke  will  be  slow  in  his  movements, 
and  you  will  conceive  that  my  long  continuance  under  my  present 
circumstances  cannot  be  very  agreeable. 

. Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


^ The  Commissioners  who  settled  the  claims  ^ If  this  communication  was  made  in 

for  boroughs  also  fixed  the  compensation  to  writing  it  must  have  been  destroyed,  as  it 

be  given  for  offices  abolished.  cannot  be  found  either  among  the  papers  of 

2 Tlie  papers  mentioned  Marcli  9.  Lord  Cornwallis  or  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
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I wish  you  would  not  take  any  hasty  steps  respecting  your  own 
situation.^ 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Whitehall,  March  19,  1801. 

I beg  your  Lordship  a thousand  pardons  for  my  inadvert- 
ence in  not  acquainting  you  with  my  own  hand  of  Lord  Hard- 
wicke’s  appointment  to  the  Lieutenancy  of  Ireland  on  the  day  in 
which  it  took  place.  Unwilling  that  the  communication  of  that 
event  should  be  made  to  you  without  being  accompanied  by  the 
expression  of  those  sentiments  which  it  could  not  but  occasion  in 
my  mind,  I forbade  its  being  conveyed  to  you  officially,  and  am 
thereby,  unintentionally  and  very  unexpectedly,  the  cause  of  its 
having  reached  you  by  no  other  means  than  those  of  the  Gazette, 
which  I am  very  sincerely  and  seriously  sorry  for.  I trust,  how- 
ever, to  your  candour,  and  to  the  length  of  our  acquaintance,  to 
acquit  me  of  any  intended  neglect  or  indifference,  and  to  do  justice 
to  the  regard  and  respect  which  I have  for  so  many  years  borne, 
and  must  inevitably  bear  you.  Lord  Hardwicke  told  me  that  you 
had  corresponded  upon  the  subject  of  his  appointment,  and  that 
you  had  indulged  him  with  the  time  he  wished  for  to  take  posses- 
sion of  it.  I therefore  have  nothing  to  add  respecting  it  but  my 
acknowledgments  of  this  part  of  your  conduct  being  actuated  by 
the  same  principles  of  liberality  and  public  spirit  which  induced 
you  to  accept,  and  have  directed  you  throughout  the  course  of 
your  administration,  and  which  you  will  allow  me  to  assure  you 
cannot  but  confirm  and  strengthen  those  sentiments  of  regard  and 
esteem  with  wliich  j 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  March  27,  1801. 

As  I am  returning  to  a private  life  the  difference  of  a few 
days  to  me  cannot  be  material.  I request,  therefore,  that  your 
Lordship  will  not  hurry  'yourself  inconveniently  on  my  account. 
In  the  mean  time  I shall  remove  to  the  Lodge  in  the  park,  and  put 
the  Castle  in  order  for  your  reception. 

About  the  time  that  General  Lake  was  named  for  his  appoint- 

' General  Ross  wished  to  resign  with  Lord  Cornwallis,  but  at  the  request  of  the  latter 
remained  in  office. 
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ment  in  India,  Lord  Clanricarde,  who  had  exerted  his  influence, 
which  is  considerable  in  the  county  of  Glalway,  in  favour  of  the 
Union,  expressed  a desire  to  be  removed  from  the  Scotch  to  the 
Irish  Staff,  and  likewise  intimated  that  he  thought  he  had  some 
claim  to  be  considered  in  the  line  of  office  in  this  country.  Seeing 
no  prospect  of  my  being  able  to  gratify  his  wishes  with  respect  to 
office  in  the  civil  line,  I wrote  privately  to  the  Duke  of  York  to  say 
that  I wished  to  have  an  opportunity  of  obliging  his  Lordship,  but 
that  as  I did  not  know  Lord  Clanricarde  as  a soldier,  I therefore 
could  not  venture  to  recommend  him  for  the  succession  to  the 
Mastership  of  Kilmainham  on  the  resignation  of  General  Lake, 
which  would  be  considered  as  a leading  step  to  the  eventual  suc- 
cession to  the  command  of  the  troops  on  my  departure,  and  left 
the  matter  to  the  decision  of  H.  E.  H.,  under  whom  Lord  Claml- 
carde  had  served,  and  who  would  consequently  be  the  properest 
person  to  determine  on  the  question  of  his  being  qualified  for  that 
arduous  situation.  The  Duke  signified  his  approbation  of  Lord 
Clanricarde,  who  was  in  consequence  appointed  Master  of  Kilmain- 
ham, and  looked  upon  as  the  future  Commander  of  the  Forces. 

There  is  nothing,  however,  in  this  transaction  that  is  in  any 
degree  binding  upon  Government,  and  I can  on  no  account  recom- 
mend any  officer  with  whose  military  qualifications  I am  unac- 
quainted. Witliout,  therefore,  entering  into  the  merits  of  any 
individual,  I shall  only  declare  that  I perfectly  agree  with  yom’ 
Lordship  in  thinking  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  an 
officer  should  be  appointed  who  stands  high  in  public  opinion, 
and  under  whose  command  the  country  would  feel  a degree  of 
security. 

The  sole  power  and  authority,  both  civil  and  military,  must  be 
vested  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  but  he  would  not  act  prudently  if 
he  interfered  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  the  details  of  the 
’ army.  ...  I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

IMy  Lord,  Whitehall,  April  1,  1801. 

The  circumstances  under  which  I received  your  Excel- 
lency’s despatch  of  the  15th  February  might  apologise  for  its 
having  remained  for  some  time  unanswered,  but  I shall  not 
attempt  to  excuse  the  neglect  I have  committed,  and  shall  only 
express  my  hope  that  this  may  reach  you  in  time  to  remove  any 
doubt  tliat  my  silence  may  have  occasioned,  respecting  the  senti- 
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ments  of  the  King’s  Government  with  regard  to  the  measure  which 
you  recommended  relative  to  Napper  Tandy,  the  considerations  on 
which  it  was  founded,  and  the  conditions  you  proposed  to  annex  to 
it,  in  all  which  I am  to  assure  your  Excellency  of  the  entire  con- 
currence of  His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants. 

I am  willing  to  flatter  myself  that  the  deference'  so  justly  paid 
to  your  Excellency’s  opinion  and  judgment,  and  the  confidence 
which  it  has  been  the  intention  of  the  King’s  Ministers  unre- 
servedly to  repose  in  you,  will  have  left  you  no  doubt  of  giving 
effect  to  the  measure  you  suggested  with  regard  to  Napper  Tandy, 
and  that  you  will  have  indulged  that  humanity  towards  him  which 
the  consideration  of  his  age  and  infirmities  have  appeared  to  you 
to  admit,  and  which  so  distinguishes  your  own  character. 

I have,  &c., 

Portland. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Hear  PoSS,  Phoenix  Paik,  April  4,  1801. 

. . . Mr.  Burgh,  the  Speaker’s  (Foster’s)  brother-in-law, 

has  been  long  agent,  under  the  denomination  of  Treasurer  of  the 
Ordnance,  and  although  he  is  not  just  the  man  whom  I should 
have  selected  before  all  others  for  a particular  mark  of  favour,  yet 
I do  not  see  how  I can  well  avoid  appointing  him  to  the  office  of 
Treasurer.  He  voted  wu’th  us  on  the  Union,  though  much,  I 
believe,  against  the  grain.  He  has  a large  family,  and  is  rather 
popular  in  the  principal  society  of  this  place. 

Lord  Hardwicke  says  that  he  will  set  out  for  Ireland  on  the 
17th,  provided  a Commander-in-Chief  can  be  found  before  that 
time.  If  they  are  nice  in  their  choice,  I am  afraid  his  Lordship’s 
journey  will  be  deferred. 

The  D.  of  Y.,  I believe,  favours  the  appointment  of  Lord  Clan- 
ricarde,  but  I am  afraid  that  as  a Commander  in  the  field,  he 
would  make  a sad  figure.  I think  our  friend  Gardiner  would  do 
much  better  than  any  that  have  been  named — he  is  both  more 
of  a soldier  and  of  a man  of  business.  To  be  sure  he  takes,  for  a 
constancy,  rather  too  much  wine. 

. I am  quite  out  of  heart  about  public  business,  and  hardly  see  a 
prospect  of  salvation.  I wish  Lord  Liverpool  liad  again  reason  to 
complain,  as  he  did  last  year,  of  Bonaparte’s  teasing  us  with  offers 
of  peace.  Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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'Marquis  Corxwallis  to  Major-GexeRxVL  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phcenk  Park,  April  6,  1801. 

I am  exceedingly  glad  to  find  that  Brome  is  desirous  of 
going  to  France.  I agree,  however,  most  perfectly  with  you  in 
tliinking  that  the  French  will  not  at  present  enter  into  any  nego- 
tiation. I shall  he  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  tell  Lord  Whitworth  ^ 
that  I am,  very  sensible  of  his  kindness  in  agreeing  to  take  Brome 
if  the  Ministers  consent.  . . . 

My  last  accounts  from  Lord  Hardiiicke  say  that  he  will  set  out 
on  the  20th  if  a Commander-m-Cliief  should  be  then  appointed, 
but  in  the  present  state  of  things  there  can  be  no  certainty,  and  I 
shall  not  think  myself  fairly  out  of  the  scrape  till  I land  at 
Park-gate.  Yours  ever, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl  of  Fixgall  to  Theobald  M‘Kexxa,2  Esq. 

Dear  Sir,  Killeen  Castle,  April  10,  1801. 

I this  morning  received  the  letter  you  were  so  good  as  to 
write  to  me  relative  to  the  address.  Besides  the  obligations 
already  o^ing  to  you  by  the  Catholics  and  those  in  which  I feel 
myself  indebted  for  your  particular  attention  to  me,  this  fresh 
instance  of  your  never-ceasing  exertions  demands  our  general 
thanks.  Shoidd  Lord  Cornwallis  be  addressed  on  his  departure, 
wliich  I have  strong  reason  to  think  he  now  does  not  wish,  you 
have  furnished  us  with  the  best  things  that-  can  possibly  be  said  on 
the  occasion.  If,  unfortunately,  to  accommodate  all  parties,  we 
are  under  the  necessity  of  sacrificing  a little  (as  I really  conceive 
the  Cathohc  question  to  have  made  now  such  strong  grounds  as  to 
want  merely  a favourable  opportunity  for  its  entire  accomplishment, 
and  very  httle  more  comment,  either  on  itself  or  those  it  regards)  it 
will  perhaps  be  as  well  to  give  up  some  points  which  relate  to  the 
Union,  though  strongly  I approve  it,  so  many  of  my  friends  think 
otherwise  that  it  must,  I fear,  be  relinquished.  I know  we  cannot 
please  all,  but  perhaps  it  is  not  a bad  maxim  to  please  all  we  can 

‘ Charles  Lord  Whitworth  in  Ireland,  so  and  France,  which  he  quitted  on  the  rupture 
created  March  21,  1800,  and  an  Earl  in  of  the  Peace  of  Amiens.  He  was  a Lord  of 
England,  Nov.  25,  1816,  K.B.,  b.  1754,  the  Bedchamber  from  March  2,  1813,  till  the 
d.  May  12,  1825,  when  the  titles  became  following  August,  when  he  became  Lord- 
extinct;  m.  April  7,  1801,  Arabella  Diana,  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  till  1817. 
dau.  of  Sir  Charles  Cope,  and  widow  of  2 I’heobald  M‘Kenna,  a Catholic  barrister, 
John  Frederick,  3rd  Duke  of  Dorset.  From  much  in  the  confidence  of  the  Catholics,  and 
1784  to  June,  1803,  Lord  Whitworth  was,  a writer  in  favour  of  Government.  He  got 
with  short  intervals,  employed  in  the  diplo-  a pension, 
matic  service  in  Poland,  Russia,  Denmark, 
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through  life.  I propose  being  in  Dublin  on  Monday  to  see  the 
Lord-Lieutenant,  Tuesday.  If  he  persists  in  thinking  we  had 
better  not  address  him,  it  becomes,  I think,  a matter  of  considera- 
tion whether  we  shall  come  before  the  public  in  any  other  shape. 
I should  have  gone  to  Dubhn  tliis  day  but  was  informed  Lord  C. 
was  not  to  be  seen  at  the  Castle  tiU  Tuesday,  and  from  what 
appears  on  the  general  face  of  things,  I am  strongly  inclined  to 
think  his  leaving  us  is  not  likely  to  take  place  so  soon.  There 
seems,  from  the  Secret  Committee  appointed  in  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament, to  be  some  well-grounded  apprehensions,  and  who  so  fit  to 
govern  this  country  at  such  a moment  as  the  present  man?  I 
might  add,  who  will  undertake  the  task  ? I write  tliis  in  haste,  but 
hope  you  will  be  able  to  make  it  out.  I shall  have  much  pleasure 
in  finding  your  recovery  rapidly  mcreasing,  and  am 

Dear  Sir,  with  very  sincere  esteem  and  regard, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

Fingall. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

JMy  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  April  11,  1801. 

I had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Grace’s  letter  dated  the 
1st  instant,  signifying  the  concurrence  of  His  Majesty’s  confidential 
servants  in  what  I had  recommended  respecting  Mr.  Napper  Tandy. 

He  was  arraigned  on  the  7th,  when,  after  attempting  to  get  his 
trial  postponed,  he  pleaded  guilty  without  ha^Tng  received  any 
previous  encom^agement  to  hope  that  his  life  might  be  spared,  and 
sentence  of  death  ^ was  accordingly  'passed  upon  liim. 

I have  directed  that  means  should  be  taken  to  obtain  from 
him  any  information  that  he  may  be  capable  of  giving  respecting 
the  designs  of  the  disaffected  or  the  plans  of  the  enemy,  before  he 
receives  any  intimation  of  the  lenient  disposition  of  Government. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

]My  dear  Loss,  Phoenix  Park,  April  16,  1801. 

I shall  reply  in  a day  or  two  to  the  different  matters 
mentioned  in  your  letter  dated  the  13th,  wliich  I have  just 
received ; but  I cannot  delay  a moment  to  assiwe  you  of  the 


* He  was,  after  no  great  interval  of  time,  allowed  to  quit  the  country. 
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sincere  satisfaction  that  I feel  on  your  being  established  as  Colonel 
of  an  old  regiment.^ 

I have  received  the  most  satisfactory  accounts  of  our  Indian 
affairs  from  Lord  Wellesley,  and  we  are  all  now  in  the  greatest  joy 
at  the  news  of  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Paul,^  which  has  just 
arrived  by  the  Tuesday’s  Lottery  express.  In  short,  I have  not 
felt  so  comfortably  for  a long  time.  Yours  ever, 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-Oeneral  Ross. 

Dear  Loss,  Phoenix  Park,  April  18,  1801. 

The  death  of  Paul  has  been  a stroke  of  good  fortune  that 
we  had  no  right  to  expect,  and  that  alone,  in  my  opinion,  renders 
our  success  at  Copenhagen  of  any  solid  advantage,  for  our  loss  ^ 
has  been  so  severe  that  we  could  not  follow  up  the  blow,  if  the  four 
Northern  Powers  remained  inveterately  united  against  us.  God 
send  we  may  have  a fair  opportunity  of  treating,  and  that  we  may 
use  it  with  prudent  firmness,  and  not  with  arrogance ! 

By  a letter  which  I received  a few  days  ago  from  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  I concluded  that  Harris’s  appointment,  however  extraor- 
dinary it  appeared  to  me,  was  entirely  arranged,  but  by  the  letters 
of  the  I4th  nothing  appeared  to  be  settled.  Lord  H.  seems  deter- 
mined not  to  stir  until  he  has  got  a Commander-in- Chief.  After 
what  passed  about  Lord  Clanricarde,^  I cannot  with  honour  interfere, 
but  I really  believe  they  will  not  easily  get  a better  than  Gardiner. 

Brome  tells  me  that  he  has  secured  apartments  for  me  at 
Dorant’s  York  Hotel,  which  is,  I believe,  in  Albemarle  Street,  and 
will  be  very  near  you.  I shall  remain  here  a day  or  two  after  Lord 
Hardwicke’s  arrival.  Yours  ever 

Cornwallis. 


^ General  Ross  had  been  a few  days  before 
removed  from  the  Colonelcy  of  the  89th  to 
that  of  the  59th  regiment,  which  he  held 
for  upwards  of  26  years. 

2 The  murder  of  the  Emperor  Paul,  of 
which  the  details  are  well  known,  took  place 
on  the  25th  March.  How  far  the  Empress 
his  wife,  or  his  son  Alexander,  were  cognizant 
of  his  proposed  deposition,  is  a question  that 
has  never  been  satisfactorily  answered.  But 
after  the  perpet)'ation  of  the  crime,  the  con- 
spirators, as  they  were  retiring,  were  met  in 
the  gallery  by  the  Empress,  then  perfectly 
aware  of  what  had  occurred.  She  probably 
imagined  that,  like  the  Empress  Catherine,  she 
would  be  called  upon  to  assume  the  reins  of 
Government,  and  accordingly  held  out  her 


hand  for  them  to  kiss.  They,  however,  de- 
clined such  a recognition  of  her  claims,  bowed, 
and  passed  on,  as  they  always  intended  that 
Alexander  should  succeed  his  father.  This 
fact  is  given  upon  undoubted  authority. 

^ 'I'he  Gazette  returns  stated  the  loss  at 
255  killed,  and  688  wounded ; but  when  the 
complete  details  were  collected,  the  numbers 
were : killed  350,  wounded  850.  The  ships 
engaged  had  been  seriously  damaged,  several 
had  grounded,  and,  had  the  Danes  declined 
the  armistice,  it  is  highly  probable  that  some 
of  the  English  vessels  would  have  been  lost. 

^ The  appointment  of  Lord  Clanricarde  as 
Commander-in-Chief  had  been  pi-essed  by  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  Lojd  Cornwallis  was 
unwilling  to  oppose  the  Duke’s  wishes. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  April  22,  1801. 

I remain  still  in  the  same  uncertainty  respecting  my 
departure,  and  I feel  a little  at  the  discredit  which  attaches  upon 
the  army  from  the  difficulty  of  finding  a General  proper  for  the 
command.  I have  no  doubt  of  Gardiner’s  doing  better  than  any 
one  of  the  candidates  who  have  been  named ; but  after  what  has 
passed  with  Lord  Clanricarde,  with  the  knowledge  and  approbation 
of  the  D.  of  Y.,  I dare  not  communicate  my  sentiments  to  any 
one.  For,  although  I am  not  committed  to  support  Lord  C.’s  pre- 
tensions, I have,  under  H.  R.  H.’s  directions,  gone  too  far  to  take 
any  part  against  him.  Upon  further  acquaintance  with  him,  how- 
ever, I am  every  day  more  and  more  convinced  of  his  incapacity. 

I desired  Lord  Hardwicke  not  to  hurry  himself  inconveniently 
for  the  difference  of  a few  days ; but  I hope  that  the  difficulty  will 
not  last  too  long,  lest  I should  be  suspected  of  acting  a more  shabby 
part  than  those  members  of  the  former  Government  who  have 
resigned  on  a point  which  regarded  me  more  particularly.  I have 
been  for  some  days  under  great  anxiety  about  Lord  Castlereagh. 

I am  very  impatient  for  some  further  accounts  from  the  North 
and  from  Egy})t,  and  trust  soon  that  we  shall  see  some  prospect  of 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis.  • 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phcenlx  Park,  May  1,  1801. 

Your  letter  dated  the  25th  arrived  only  last  night.  I lost, 
however,  no  time  in  my  inquiries  about  the  confectioner,  and  find 
that  he  is  engaged  to  Lord  Hardwicke.  I have,  therefore,  not 
thought  it  right  to  say  anything  to  him  respecting  the  proposition 
of  Lord  St.  Helens.^  He  is  a most  capital  fellow  in  his  way.  It 
gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  find  that  Lord  St.  Helens  is  going  to 
Russia.  God  send  that  we  may  at  least  get  rid  of  some  of  our 
enemies.^  I feel  the  utmost  anxiety,  mixed  with  a good  deal  of 
apprehension,  about  Egypt. 

Your  account  of  a certain  personage  is  indeed  lamentable,  and 
in  the  present  critical  state  of  the  country  I shall  think  Ministers 
very  culpable  if  they  do  not  establish  some  Government. 

1 Alleyne  Fitzheibert,  created  Baron  St.  Paris,  Russia,  and  Holland.  Chief  Secretary 
Helens,  in  Ireland,  April  23,  1791,  and  in  in  Ireland  from  1787  to  1789.  M.P.  in  Ire- 
England  July  31,  1801,  b.  March,  1753,  land  for  Carysfort  from  1787  to  1790. 
d.  unrn.  Feb.  19,  1839.  He  was  in  the  ^ Lord  St.  Helens  succeeded  in  concluding 
diplomatic  service  upwards  of  25  years,  a Convention  with  Russia,  which  he  signed 
being  employed  during  that  time  in  Biussels,  at  St.  Petersburg  on  the  17th  of  June. 
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]\Iy  own  situation  is  most  painful.  On  account  of  my  military 
command  I should  not  refuse  to  remain  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
summer  if  it  was  pressed  upon  me,  but  I should  wish  to  employ 
that  time  in  looking  at  the  part  of  the  country  which  is  most 
exposed  to  attack,  and  which  I have  hitherto  been  too  much  taken 
up  with  politics  to  have  had  time  to  examine,  and  generally  to 
revise  and  improve  my  military  arrangements ; but  I am  now  kept 
from  day  to  day  in  the  most  anxious  and  awkward  suspense. 

Yours  ever, 

COEKWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  May  4,  1801. 

It  is  with  much  concern  that  I transmit  to  your  Grace  the 
enclosed  letter  ^ from  Sir  J ames  Duff,  by  which  you  will  see  that 
the  horrid  outrages  which  prevailed  in  the  county  of  Limerick 
during  the  last  autumn  have  been  again  renewed. 

I have  empowered  Sir  J ames  to  take  the  same  measures  that 
were  adopted  at  that  time  to  suppress  these  enormities,  and  which 
were  then  attended  with  success ; and  have  desired  him  to  consult 
with  the  magistrates,  and  to  suggest  any  other  steps  that  • may 
be  likely  to  prove  efficacious.  But  I confess,  that  as  long  as  the 
wages  of  the  labouring  poor  continue  to  be  so  inadequate  to  their 
means  of  subsistence,  I entertain  little  hope  that  this  rich  and 
fertile  county  can  enjoy  any  permanent  tranquillity. 

There  has  been  of  late  some  stir  among  the  disaffected  in  this 
country,  and  some  seditious  papers  have,  I believe,  been  trans- 
mitted from  England,  to  all  which  matters  the  Government  of 
Ireland  will  pay  due  and  vigilant  attention  ; but  I have  at  present 
no  reason  to  suspect  any  concerted  system  of  active  treason  or 
insurrection.  j honour,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Alexander  Marsden,  Esq.,  to  John  King,  Esq. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  May  6,  1801. 

. . . I am  again  under  the  necessity  of  entreating  your 

aid  to  have  our  money  matters  settled.  I have  already  informed 
you  how  distressingly  I am,  more  than  any  one,  embarked  in  this 
business,  and  since  I wrote  to  you  nothing  has  been  received. 

‘ The  letter  only  gives  the  details  which  Lord  Cornwallis  biiefly  sums  up,  and  possesses 
no  general  interest. 
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I wonder  to  see  Mr.  A.’s  secret  service  money  so  limited  this 
year.^ 

Cooke  can  fully  explain  to  you  our  necessities,  and  furnish  you 
with  our  debts.  Very  faithfully  yours, 

A.  Marsden. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phoenix  Park,  May  7,  1801. 

Lord  Hardwicke  assures  me  that  he  is  perfectly  ready  to 
set  out,  but  that  he  cannot  leave  England  until  a Commander-in- 
Cliief  is  appointed,  and  of  that  event  I see  no  more  prospect  than 
I did  six  weeks  ago.  Nothing  in  the  mean  time  can  be  more 
unpleasant  than  my  situation.  . . . 

The  great  change  that  has  taken  place  in  our  situation,  both 
with  respect  to  the  Northern  Powers  and  to  Egypt,  affords  some 
prospect  that  we  may  at  last  get  over  our  difficulties ; and  I 
confess,  as  a sincere  friend  to  peace,  that  I am  not  sorry  that  the 
negotiations  will  not  be  conducted  by  Lord  Grenville. 

I have  been,  and  indeed  am  still,  very  uneasy  about  Lord 
Castlereagh,  who  has  had  a return  of  his  fever.  They  tell  me 
there  is  no  danger,  but  I have  no  idea  of  a fever  of  so  long  con- 
tiiiuance  without  danger.  Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Phcenix  Park,  May  9,  1801. 

After  reading  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  4th,  which  gave 
me  great  satisfaction  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  a Com- 
mander-in-Chief  in  every  respect,  except  the  report  that  had  been 
propagated  of  my  having  recommended  Gardiner,  judge  what  was 
my  surprise  at  hearing  from  what  I conceive  to  be  exceedingly 

good  authority,  that  our  friend was  to  be  my  successor.® 

Surely  some  of  the  King’s  confidential  servants  want  the  assistance 
of  Willis. 

I am  afraid  my  friend  Elliot,  to  whom  I had  said, — If  they  are  at 
a loss  for  a Commander-in-Chief,  why  do  they  not  appoint  Gardiner, 
who  would,  in  my  opinion,  do  very  well  ? — mentioned  it  indiscreetly 
to  Pelham,  who  certainly  was  rather  anxious  some  Commander-in- 
Chief  should  be  named,  as  he  was,  by  the  delay,  kept  out  of  the 

1 The  sum  voted  in  1800  for  secret  service  List, 
money  was  175,000L  ; in  1801,  75,000L — - Sir  William  Medows  was  ultimately  ap- 

in  each  case  including  25,000L  from  the  Civil  pointed. 
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olifice  of  Secretary  of  State.^  Do  not  mention  ray  having  heard  of 
, lest  ray  authority  might  be  suspected,  which  might  be  pre- 
judicial to  him. 

I am  beyond  measure  anxious  and  uneasy  about  Egypt,  and 
have  for  some  time  much  lamented  that  the  Eoyals  and  64th 
Eegiments  formed  from  the  Irish  Militia,  which  have  been  hurried 
away  to  destruction  in  the  West  Indies,  were  not  sent  thither. 
I tremble  for  poor  Hutchinson  ; he  is  a sensible  man,  but  he  is  no 
General — at  least  he  was  not  one  in  1798. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Castle,  ]\Iay  9,  1801. 

I received  yesterday  at  a late  hour  your  Grace’s  letter, 
dated  the  4th  instant,  acquainting  me  that  Lord  Long-ueville  had 
been  informed  of  a conspiracy  for  a general  massacre  in  the  Barony 
of  Muskerry,  and  that  six  of  the  principal  leaders  were  apprehended. 

Had  the  plot,  which  is  said  to  be  discovered,  been  of  so  very 
serious  a nature,  it  is  impossible  that  I should  not  have  heard  of  it 
from  the  various  channels  by  which  information  is  constantly  trans- 
mitted to  Government,  particularly  from  that  vigilant  and  attentive 
officer.  Major  General  Myers,  who  has  long  commanded  His 
Majesty’s  Forces  in  the  district  where  this  transaction  is  stated  to 
have  occurred. 

It  appears,  however,  by  a report  from  that  General,  which 
I received  a few  hours  only  before  your  Grace’s  despatch  reached 
me,  that  a circumstance  has  taken  place  wliich,  by  great  exaggera- 
tion, has  given  rise  to  that  story,  and  for  this  purpose  I enclose  to 
your  Grace  his  letter,  and  the  information  against  one  M‘Donald 
apprehended  in  Cork,  and  the  papers  found  upon  him.  I likewise 
send  to  your  Grace  a letter  from  an  intelligent  gentleman  of  Cork, 
and  one  of  the  late  Sheriffs  of  that  city,  who  it  appears  had,  pre- 
viously to  General  Myers’  communication,  traced  this  man  and 
sifted  his  story,  and  though  Mr.  Harding  is  well  disposed  to  view 
it  in  the  most  serious  light,  it  will  be  found  to  fall  greatly  short  of 
the  representation  of  Captain  Eowland. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  whilst  I am  writing  on  this  subject, 

* It  was  intended  that  Lord  Hobart  should  of  the  Council  till  the  Ii  Lsh  arrangements 
be  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart-  were  completed.  The  changes  did  take  place 
ment,  but  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  not  to  on  July  30. 
relinquish  that  office  for  that  of  President 
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that  I should  transmit  to  your  Grace  a letter  received  from  a gen- 
tleman in  the  county  of  Wexford,  containing  information  of  a 
design  to  revive  rebellion  in  that  county.  Your  Grace  will  see  from 
the  reports  I transmit,  how  greatly  these  dangerous  plots  are" 
heightened  by  the  warmth  of  imagination. 

Before  I conclude  my  letter  1 cannot  a\’oid  requesting  that 
your  Grace  will  receive  with  a degree  of  qualification  the  stories 
which  are  told  in  England  of  the  state  of  some  parts  of  the  country, 
as  you  may  be  assured  from  the  attention  of  the  General  Officers 
in  their  respective  districts,  and  the  loyalty  and  zeal  of  most  of  the 
magistrates,  besides  our  private  channels  of  intelligence,  that  facts 
of  so  strong  a nature  could  not  long  remain  a secret  from  me,  and, 

I trust,  that  the  general  tenor  of  my  conduct,  since  I had  the  charge 
of  the  administration  of  His  Majesty’s  Government  in  Ireland,  has 
sufficiently  proved  that  I have  not  been  inattentive  to  any  traitorous 
designs  that  could  endanger  the  safety  of  the  State,  and  that  I 
have  not  been  remiss  in  any  important  information. 

I have,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Hear  Boss,  Phoenix  Park,  May  12,  1801. 

From  the  tenor  of  your  letter  and  Mr.  Elliot’s,  I conclude 
that  we  may  look  for  Lord  Hardwicke’s  arrival  in  two  or  three 
days  at  farthest,  and  that  I shall  see  you  in  London  soon  after  the 
time  you  mention. 

The  joy  that  I should  feel  at  being  released  from  a situation 
which,  with  regard  to  every  idea  of  enjoyment  of  life,  has  been 
most  irksome  to  me,  will  be  gTeatly  alloyed  by  my  apprehension 
that  1 am  leaving  a people  who  love  me,  and  whose  happiness  I 
had  so  nearly  secured,  in  a state  of  progressive  misery. 

The  military  business  is  completely  arranged  for  our  friend 
Medows.  The  General  Officers  have  their  instructions ; every 
corps  has  its  orders  in  the  event  of  the  enemy’s  landing  in  the 
north,  the  south,  or  the  west.  In  five,  or  at  utmost  six,  days  from 
the  first  notice  upwards  of  20,000  of  the  best  species  of  his  troops 
will  be  assembled  at  Fermoy,  Tullamore,  or  Belturbet.  Three 
thousand  light  infantry  are  stationed  at  Athlone  and  in  the  envi- 
rons of  that  place,  in  body  of  men  superior,  and  in  every  respect, 
except  experience  of  actual  service,  equal  to  the  corps  that  Aber- 
crombie commanded  in  America.  Brigades  of  artillery,  pioneers, 
every  branch,  is  in  a state  ol'  perfect  preparation. 
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Two  officers  have  passed  through  this  country  carrying  the 
news  of  our  liaving  taken  the  Danish  settlements  ^ in  the  West 
Indies.  I am  afraid  that  troops  have  been  destined  for  these  con- 
•'  quests  which  would  have  been  more  usefully  employed  in  Egypt. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Rev.  B.  Grisdale. 

Dear  Grisdale,  Phoenix  Park,  May  15,  1801. 

Your  letter  of  the  7th  has  found  me  still  in  Ireland,  and 
not  absolutely  certain  of  the  precise  time*  of  my  being  released.  It 
is,  however,  not  true  that  I made  any  engagement,  or  ever  pressed 
Government  in  any  respect  about  my  removal.  To  say  the  truth 
I believe  they  were  very  glad  to  take  me  at  the  first  word.  In 
consequence  of  the  triumph  in  England  of  that  party  which  I had 
kept  in  order  here,  and  of  the  adoption  of  a system  which  will  soon 
renew  the  horrid  scene  of  bloodshed  from  which  we  had  nearly 
emerged,  I requested  to  retire  from  my  situation  as  soon  as  it 
might  suit  His  Majesty’s  convenience. 

Lord  Hardwicke,  my  successor,  informed  me  that  he  proposed 
to  set  out  about  this  time,  but  as  the  new  Commander-in-Chief,  Sir 
William  Medows,  cannot  conveniently  leave  England  before  the 
1st  of  June,  I doubt  whether  the  Lord-Lieutenant  will  come  over 
much  before  him. 

You  know  me  too  well  to  doubt  of  my  being  happy  at  the 
thoughts  of  retirement,  and  you  will  likewise  beheve  that  the 
ungi’acious  cLcumstances  that  attend  it  do  not  give  me  much 
concern,  but  the  reflection  of  the  misery  to  which  a people  are 
doomed  who  have  shown  me  eyery  mark  of  gratitude  and  affection, 
and  the  ultimate  danger  to  which  the  convulsions  in  Ireland  will 
expose  the  British  empfie,  are  a severe  alloy  to  my  prospects  of 
future  enjoyment. 

Our  prospects  with  respect  to  foreign  affairs  ha  ve  brightened  very 
much  within  these  few  \veeks,  and  om’  troops  in  Egypt  have  shown  that 
British  soldiers,  when  properly  led,  are  not  inferior  to  our  seamen. 

It  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  see  you  at  Culford  ; the 
place  is  so  altered  that  you  will  not  have  the  smallest  recollection 
of  it.  Brome  now  begins  to  take  a gveat  interest  in  it,  which 
gives  me  no  small  satisfaction.  jiost  truly  yours, 

CORNTV  ALLIS. 

* The  Danish  settlements  in  the  West  The  fleet  was  commanded  by  Reai-Admiial 
Indies,  Ste.  Croix  and  several  other  islands,  Duckworth,  and  the  army  by  Lieut.-General 
were  taken  between  March  20  and  March  31.  Triage. 
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Sir  Boyle  Roche'  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Littlehales. 

[Received  May  16.] 

London,  Thayer  Street,  near  Manchester  Square, 

Dear  Sir,  May  ye  12th,  isoi. 

I was  exceedingly  surprised  to  be  informed  that  i\Ir.  Gerald 
Aylmer  ^ was  put  into  the  patent  with  me  as  Inspector  of  the  Eiver 
Kenmare,  which  has  been  a gTeat  disappointment  to  me,  as  Mr. 
W.  A.  Crosbie^  and  I had  come  to  an  agreement  about  the  ex- 
change of  our  places,  and  he  was  certain  that  he  had  interest 
enough  with  Lord  Hardwicke  to  effect  it,  which  would  have  been 
very  convenient  for  both,  as  he  who  desires  to  live  in  England 
would  have  been  accommodated  with  a sinecure  place,  and  I,  who 
intend  to  be  a resident  in  Dublin,  should  be  very  happy  in  liis 
situation  of  a Commissioner  of  Stamps. 

I have  now  been  an  officer  in  the  Eevenue  for  upwards  of 
twenty-five  years,  and  am  entitled  by  the  Eevenue  Laws  to  retire 
upon  my  emoluments.  ]\Iy  salary  was  tlmee  hundreds  a-year, 
wliich  I received  quarterly. 

I had  a deputy  given  me  at  sixty  pounds  a-year,  which  entirely 
excused  me  from  any  attendance.  My  deputy  was  obliged  to  share 
all  captm’es  with  me,  the  value  of  wliich  were  at  times  consider- 
able, all  which  I am  willing  to  compromise  for  four  hundreds 
a-year  upon  the  incidents  of  the  Eevenue ; and  in  doing  this  I 
shall  be  rather  a loser  than  a gainer. 

If  the  Lord-Lieutenant  can  do  this  before  his  departure  he 
would  add  to  the  obligations  he  has  akeady  conferred  upon  me. 

I request  you,  with  yom:  usual  goodness  to  me,  to  lay  this 
letter  before  his  Excellency.  j Dear  Sir, 

Ever  affectionately  yours, 

B.  Eoche. 


1 Sir  Boyle  Roche,  Bart.,  so  created  Nov. 
30,  1782;  b.  about  1735,  d.  June  5,  1807  ; 
m.  Mary,  dau.  of  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Frank- 
land,  Bart.,  Gentleman  Usher  at  the  Castle. 
;M.P.  from  Oct.  1775  to  the  Union,  for  Tralee, 
Gowran,  Portarlington,  and  Old  Leighlin.  He 
was  celebrated  for  his  bulls,  of  which  one  or 
two  authentic  specimens  may  be  given.  “ It 
would  be  better,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  give  up 
not  only  a part,  but  if  necessary  even  the 
whole  of  our  constitution,  to  preseiwe  the 
remainder.”  “ Here,  pei  haps.  Sir,  the  mur- 
derous Marshall  Law  men  (Marseillois)  would 
break  in,  cut  us  to  mince-meat,  and  throw 
our  bleeding  heads  on  that  table  to  stare  us 
in  the  face.”  A pension  of  300/.  was  con- 
ferred, May  22,  1801,  jointly  on  Sir  Boyle 


and  Lady  Roche,  who  had  also  a separate 
pension  of  200/.  He  had  previously  applied 
more  than  once  for  a Peerage.  In  Jan.  1795 
he  wrote  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  (Lord  Fitz- 
william)  reiterating  his  claim,  and  desiring 
to  know  if  Lord  Westmoreland  had  recom- 
mended him. 

2 Gerald  Aylmer  was  made  Inspector  of 
the  Shannon  jointly  with  Sir  B.  Roche,  d. 
Jan.  9,  1837;  m.  April,  1811,  Catherine, 
dau.  of  Patrick  Lambert,  Esq.,  of  Caniagh. 
His  paternal  estate  of  Lyons  was  sold  to  Lord 
Cloncurry. 

® W.  A.  Crosbie  had  been  Commissioner 
of  Barrack  Board,  which  he  resigned  in  1798 
on  receiving  a ])ension  of  250/. 
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Note  (in  pencil). 

Dear  Marsden, 

I have  informed  Sir  Boyle  I could  not  interfere  in  this 
matter.  Youi-s, 

E.  B.  L. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Phoenix  Park,  May  22,  1801. 

I have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  19th,  and  am  in- 
formed by  a letter  from  Elliot  of  the  same  date,  that  Lord  Hard- 
wicke  actually  left  London  on  that  morning.  Elliot  says  his 
Lordship  will  travel  slowly,  but  as  he  does  not  speak  with  cer- 
tainty we  must  be  on  the  look  out. 

It  is  reported  that  the  French  fleet,  with  a large  body  of  land- 
forces,  has  orders  to  sail  from  Brest.  It  is  an  awkward  time  to 
leave  the  country  without  a Commander-in-Chief,  but  I cannot 
stay  after  Lord  Hardwicke’s  arrival. 

I have  written  to  the  D.  of  York  to  state  my  readiness  to  obey 
H.  M.’s  commands  if  my  services  should  be  required. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Alexander  Marsden,  Esq.,  to  John  King,  Esq. 

Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  May  25,  1801. 

I have  the  honour  of  acquainting  you,  for  the  infoiTnation 
of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  that  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke  sailed  from 
Holyhead  yesterday  evening,  and  arrived  early  this  morning  in 
tliis  port. 

His  Lordship  on  his  arrival  at  the  Castle  was  sworn  l^ord- 
Lieutenant,  a more  particular  account  of  which  is  contained  in 
the  enclosed  paper  which  I send  you  that  it  may  be  inserted  in  the 
London  Gazette.  I haye,  &c., 

Alex.  Marsden. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  IVIajor-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Holyhead,  Thursday  night.  May  28,  1801. 

I am  just  landed  here,  the  easterly  wind  having  prevented 
my  proceeding  to  Parkgate.  I cannot  exactly  ascertain  the  day 
that  I shall  be  in  town,  as  I promised  to  stay  a night  at  Sir  C. 
Oakeley’s,  but  it  will  probably  be  either  late  at  night  on  the  1st  or 
in  the  forenoon  of  the  2nd.  ' ' Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Shrewsbuiy,  May  30,  1801. 

The  roads  and  weather  are  so  bad  that  I do  not  mean  to 
attempt  making  the  journey  in  two  days,  and  consequently  sliall 
not  arrive  in  town  till  the  morning  of  the  2nd.  Will  you  be  kind 
enough  to  communicate  this  to  Mary. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Many  documents  are  preserved  in  the  Castle  at  Dublin  on  the 
same  subject  as  the  four  annexed  papers,  and  of  about  the  same 
date.  Among  them  are  various  written  communications  between 
Mr.  Marsden  and  Dr.  Troy,  letters  from  Lords  Clare  and  Kil warden, 
&c.,'&c. ; but  as  the  substance  of  them  is  contained  in  the  following 
pages,  it  has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  print  them. 

Earl  of  Hardwicke  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Addington. 

^Secret  and  Confidential.] 

My  dear  Sir,  Phcemx  Park,  Dec.  21,  1801. 

I am  at  all  times  as  unwilling  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  an 
unnecessary  letter,  as  I am  to  omit  communicating  to  you  whatever 
facts  or  circumstances  may  be  material  for  your  information. 

A point  has  lately  occiu’red,  connected  with  a question  which 
we  are  all  very  anxious  to  keep  out  of  sight,  but  which,  from  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  now  brought  forward,  may  possibly  require 
the  consideration  and  decision  of  the  Cabinet. 

In  the  course  of  last  summer  Lord  Kilwarden,  with  Lord 
Avonmore  and  Lord  Norbury,  held  their  annual  visitation  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  College  of  Maynooth.  No  particular  or  formal 
report  was  made  of  their  visitation  at  the  time,  but  in  the  month  of 
October  Lord  Kilwarden  stated  to  Mr.  Abbot^  that  a circumstance  had 
fallen  under  his  observation,  which  he  had  frequently  considered 
since  the  visitation,  and  which  he  thought  it  necessary  to  submit  to 
Government,  because  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a departoe  from 
the  original  intention  of  the  College  at  Maynooth.  The  circum- 
stance to  which  Lord  Kilwarden  alluded,  and  which  he  shortly 
after  stated  to  me,  was  a building  near  the  College,  and  erected 
upon  tlie  ground  belonging  to  it,  and  fitted  up  and  furnished  for 
the  reception  of  lay  boarders,  dliey  were  of  opinion  tliat  it  deserved 

‘ Right  Hon.  Charles  Abbot,  created  Lord  1802  ; then  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
Colchester  June  3,  1817,  b.  Oct.  14,  1757,  till  he  was  made  a peer.  M.P.  for  Helston 
d.  May  8,  1829  ; m.  Dec.  29,  1796,  Eliza-  from  June,  1795,  to  1802;  Woodstock  to 
beth,  dau.  of  Sir  Philip  Gibbes,  Bart.  Chief  1806  ; University  of  Oxford  to  June,  1817. 
Secretary  in  Ireland  from  May,  1801,  to  Feb. 
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the  serious  consideration  of  Government,  how  far  it  would  be  wise 
to  permit  such  an  institution  as  a lay  boarding-school  to  be  en- 
grafted on  the  College  at  Maynooth,  which  was  intended  for  the 
education  of  persons  to  exercise  the  office  of  priests.  Lord  Kil- 
warden  observed  that  such  was  the  general  understanding  at  the 
time  the  Act  passed,  though  there  is  no  such  restriction  or  limita- 
tion in  the  Act  itself.  It  was  also  stated  about  the  same  time  by 
the  Duke  of  Leinster  to  me,  and  to  Mr.  Abbot,  that  an  application 
upon  the  subject  of  this  school  was  intended  to  be  made,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  Government  to  the  lay 
institution.  In  consequence  of  these  representations,  an  intimation 
was  given  to  Mr.  Knox,  agent  to  the  College,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  prevent  such  a question  from  being  brought  forward.  He 
was  desffied  to  mention  to  the  heads  of  the  College,  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  Government  that  no  further  measm^es  should  be  taken 
towards  establishing  a lay  boarding-school  as  a part  of  the  College. 
Soon  after  this  intunation.  Lord  Fingall  called  upon  me  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  intention  of  Government  upon  this 
subject,  and  of  enquiring  whether  it  would  be  advisable  for  the 
trustees  to  conclude  an  agi’eement  for  an  house  in  the  town  of 
Maynooth,  for  which  they  were  in  treaty,  in  order  to  apply  it  to  the 
purpose  of  a school  to  be  annexed  to  the  College.  I told  Lord  F. 
that  as  the  laws  now  stood,  the  Government  would  not  interfere 
with  the  establishment  of  a school  at  Maynooth,  or  anywhere  else, 
but  that  it  might  be  a question  how  far  it  was  eligible  to  suffer  a 
lay  school  to  be  added  to  the  institution,  and  that  without  insisting 
upon  any  sudden  or  immediate  dissolution  of  the  school,  it  seemed 
to  me  better  that  it  should  subside,  and  that  at  any  rate  it  would 
not  have  been  just  or  right  after  the  statement  made  to  me  by  Lord 
Kil warden,  to  suffer  the  College  to  lay  out  a sum  of  money  under 
the  idea  that  the  establishment  would  afterwards  be  approved  of 
by  Government.  Not  long  after  this.  Lord  Fingall  mentioned  the 
subject  to  Lord  Clare,  who  came  to  the  Castle  in  order  to  speak  to 
me  about  it.  In  that  conversation  I explained  to  him  the  precise 
meaning  and  extent  of  the  intimation,  which  he  said  he  had  under- 
stood to  have  been  a peremptory  order  for  the  immediate  sup- 
pression of  the  school.  He  also  entered  into  the  discussion  of  the 
expediency  of  a system  of  mixed  education  rather  than  an  exclu- 
sive education  for  priests,  and  upon  asking  whether  he  meant  a 
system  upon  the  plan  of  Eton  or  Westminster,  where  the  Collegers 
and  Oppidans  are  educated  together  in  the  same  classes  without 
distinction  of  orders,  he  assented  to  the  comparison,  and  observed  in 
the  conversation  that  all  parties  seemed  very  desirous  to  keep  back 
as  much  as  possible  whatever  related  to  Catholic  questions.  Here 
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the  conversation  ended.  Lord  Kilwarden,  at  subsequent  interviews 
with  me,  repeated  his  objections  to  the  school,  and  I afterwards 
understood  from  Mr.  Marsden,  with  whom  Lord  Fingall  occasionally 
conversed  upon  the  subject,  that  he  proposed  to  remove  his  son 
next  year  to  a school  in  England,  and  that  probably  the  plan  of  a 
lay  school  at  Maynooth  would  gradually  subside.  Notwithstanding 
matters  were  thus,  as  I supposed,  at  an  end,  it  appears  that  Lord 
Clare  saw  Dr.  Troy  a few  days  ago,  and  told  him  that  the  school 
was  to  go  on  without  any  change  until  the  question  was  determined. 
For  the  substance  of  that  conversation  I beg  to  enclose  a paper 
which  Dr.  Troy  certifies  to  contain  a correct  report  of  it.  Upon 
hearing  of  this  order,  communicated  by  the  Chancellor  to  Dr.  Troy 
in  direct  contradiction  to  the  intimation  given  by  Mr.  Knox  to  the 
College,  and  without  any  consultation  whatever,  I thought  it 
necessary  to  communicate  to  him  Dr.  Troy’s  account  of  the  con- 
versation, a minute  of  which  had  been  furnished  to  me  by  Mr. 
Marsden.  Lord  Clare  disclaimed  any  intention  of  countermanding 
my  order,  and  assured  me  that  he  had  merely  explained  to  Dr. 
Troy  the  nature  of  the  order  conveyed  by  Mr.  Knox,  the  extent 
of  which  he  had  understood  to  be  from  our  former  conversation, 
not  that  the  school  should  be  instantly  dissolved,  but  tliat  no  new 
expense  should  be  incurred  upon  that  account  till  they  heard 
further  from  Government  upon  the  subject. 

I have  endeavoured  to  state  as  correctly  as  I can  the  substance 
of  our  conversation  of  yesterday,  of  which  I enclose  a fuller  account, 
and  recommend  this,  as  well  as  the  other  papers  enclosed,  to  your 
perusal,  because  I think  it  very  material  that  you  should  be 
fully  possessed  of  all  that  has  passed  upon  this  point,  which  upon 
many  accounts  is  of  no  inconsiderable  importance. 

AVhen  Lord  Clare  furnishes  me  with  the  statement  he  has 
promised  to  make,  not  only  of  the  origin  and  intention  of  the 
College  at  Maynooth,  but  of  his  opinion  upon  that  and  otlier  points 
connected  with  the  Koman  Catholic  schools,  and  controlling  the 
priests  by  the  revival  of  penal  laws,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  necessary 
that  I should  transmit  it  for  the  consideration  of  the  Cabinet.  On 
this  point  I shall  be  much  gratified  by  receiving  your  opinion. 
In  the  mean  time  this  statement  and  the  enclosed  documents  will 
distinctly  prove  that  1 have  used  my  best  endeavours  to  prevent 
the  question  being  brought  forward  for  discussion.  Whether  Lord 
Clare  has  taken  the  part  he  has,  from  spleen  or  dislike  to  the 
Government,  or  from  a conviction  that  it  was  right  to  do  so,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  determine  ; but  so  far  I must  observe,  that  his 
bringing  it  forward  to  public  notice  at  this  time,  and  in  this  par- 
ticular manner,  is  very  inconsistent  with  the  concurrence  he 
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expressed  in  our  first  conversation,  with  the  general  opinion  of  the 
inexpediency  of  agitating  at  the  present  moment  any  points  con- 
nected with  the  Catholic  Question.  It  would  be  very  curious  if 
after  all  that  has  passed,  Lord  Clare  should  be  attempting  to 
acquire  popularity  with  the  Catholics  at  the  expense  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  seems  to  me,  with  a great  share  of  cleverness  and 
vivacity,  to  be  very  deficient  in  consistency  and  precision  in  his 
ideas  ; for  at  the  very  moment  that  he  is  contending  for  the  policy 
of  a mixed  education  of  lay  boys  with  those  intended  for  the  priest- 
hood, he  asserts  that  it  is  the  fixed  system  of  the  priests  not  to 
suffer  such  mixed  education,  and  moreover  cannot  deny  the  gi'eater 
probability  of  the  lay  scholars  under  priestly  discipline  and  with 
priestly  associates,  becoming  monastic,  than  of  the  clerical  pupils 
acquiring  from  their  lay  schoolfellows  the  more  liberal  habits  of 
those  who  are  not  secluded  from  the  world.  In  considering  the 
policy  of  this  measure  it  may  be  worthy  of  observation,  that  any 
such  establishment  necessarily  tends  to  perpetuate  the  distinction, 
which  so  far  as  education  is  concerned  was  intended  to  be  done 
away,  by  giving  an  equal  admission  to  Catholic  and  Protestant 
pupils  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  j 

Hardwicke. 

Minutes  of  Conversation  between  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Abbot  and 
Lord  Kilwarden  at  Cork  Abbey,  Dec.  25,  1801. 

In  the  course  of  this  conversation,  which  lasted  above  an 
hour,  the  following  points  were  distinctly  stated  and  re-stated  by 
liord  Kilwarden. 

I.  The  original  furfom  of  the  College  of  Maynooth  was  to  edu- 
cate only  priests.  The  proofs  of  it  are  : — 1.  that  it  originated  in 
the  circumstances  of  the  times  which  had  revolutionized  the  Con- 
tinent, and  rendered  the  former  places  of  educating  the  Irish 
priests  (viz.  St.  Omer,  Paris,  e^c.)  unfit  and  unsafe,  and  rendered 
it  desirable  to  educate  them  at  home. 

2.  The  speech  of  the  Minister  (Mr.  Pelham),  in  opening  the 
measure  to  Parliament,  pointed  only  at  that  object. 

3.  Lord  K.,  who  was  then  Attorney-General,  and  commissioned 
by  Mr.  Pelliam  to  confer  with  the  Catholics,  had  no  conference 
but  with  Dr.  Troy  (titular  Archbishop  of  Dublin)  and  another 
priest,  and  when  under  his  general  instructions  to  talk  with  them, 
he  wished  them  to  make  the  College  a joint  school  for  the  laity 
and  clergy,  they  would  not  hear  of  it,  and  stated  it  to  be  prohi- 
bited by  their  own  rules. 
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Lord  K.  in  illustration  of  this,  incidentally  stated  the  case  of 
the  present  Bishop  of  Meath,  who  was  educated  for  the  priesthood 
at  the  Sorbonne,  and  having  come  over  for  his  health  to  Ireland, 
was  refused  to  be  re-admitted  at  the  Sorbonne,  on  account  of  his 
having  proceeded  with  his  education  here  promiscuously  with  the 
laity,  (I  believe  in  Trin.  Coll.  Dublin). 

4.  A further  proof  that  such  was  the  original  plan  was  this,  that 
the  College  had  not  from  its  foundation  ever  taken  any  other 
shape  than  for  priests,  though  certainly  the  Act  was  expressed  in 
general  terms. 

II.  As  to  any  subsequent  compact,  such  as  I told  him  Lord 
Clare  says  was  made  after  he  threw  out  the  Bill  in  1799,  Lord  K. 
said  he  knew  of  none  ; it  might  have  been  some  expectation  held 
out  to  Lord  Fingall  ; he  did  not  believe  any  passed  with  Lord 
Cornwallis,  but  if  it  did,  Colonel  Littlehales  would  know  it  most 
probably. 

III.  As  to  his  Report  of  his  Visitation  at  Maynooth  to  Lord 
Hardwicke,  Lord  Avonmore  had  authorized  him  to  report  to  Go- 
vernment the  appearance  of  this  lay  school,  the  novelty  of  which 
had  surprised  them  both. 

The  boarding-house  for  the  boys  is  a dormitory,  at  the  distance 
of  a field  or  two,  but  upon  the  College  ground,  and  within  the  same 
fence ; it  contained  no  school-rooms,  and  therefore  he  supposed  the 
boys  must  go  to  the  priest’s  college  for  their  lessons. 

That  as  visitor  he  had  only  to  report  the  fact,  but  personally 
he  had  also  expressed  his  individual  opinions  upon  the  novelty  and 
impolicy  of  the  measure. 

lY.  I then  related  to  Lord  K.  what  had  passed  subsequent  to 
the  Eeport.  Upon  stating  the  intimation  I had  given  to  Knox 
by  his  Excellency’s  direction,  he  desired  (with  excuses)  to  know 
whether  I was  sure  of  my  recollection,  as  to  the  substance  and 
mode  of  the  intimation. 

I repeated  to  him  -the  whole  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  manner 
which  I noted  from  Lord  Hardwicke,  and  which  he  sent  to  Eng- 
land to  Mr.  Addington,  and  added  that  I believed  it  was  so  com- 
municated in  ipsissimis  verbis. 

He  said  he  wished  to  be  accurately  possessed  of  it,  because  it 
had  been  quite  otherwise  represented,  though  he  was  not  at  liberty 
to  say  how  or  by  whom. 

I told  him,  I knew  Lord  Clare  had  otherwise  represented  it ; 
but  I wished  to  know  if  he  had  it  from  Mr.  Knox  himself,  or  whether 
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Mr.  Knox  did  represent  it  differently.  That  I was  in  some  degree 
anxious  about  that,  although  I was  very  sure  of  my  own  precise 
recollection  of  a matter  which  naturally  appeared  to  me  of  moment, 
both  before  and  since  it  had  occurred. 

Lord  K.  said,  he  did  not  hear  it  from  Knox,  nor  had  he  indeed 
seen  liim. 

He  seemed  much  surprised  that  Knox  had  not  been  to  me,  and 
that  I had  not  received  any  communication  from  him  upon  the 
subject. 

I said  whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  fairly  be  entertained 
by  the  most  honourable  men  upon  the  general  question  of  policy, 
and  although  no  man  was  for  high  office,  character,  learning,  and 
knowledge  of  the  country,  more  entitled  to  be  heard  respectfully, 
and  with  greater  deference,  than  Lord  Clare,  yet  it  was  quite  im- 
possible that  any  orders  given  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant  should  be 
superseded  by  any  other  person  however  high:  and  when  liis 
Excellency  had  given  an  intimation  that  the  lay  school  was  not  to 
go  on,  it  could  not  be  permitted  that  any  other  person  should  dh’ect 
it  to  proceed. 

That  this  had  been  explained  to  Lord  Clare,  who  disclaimed 
the  intention,  though  he  certainly  had  done  the  thing,  as  appeared 
by  Dr.  Troy’s  narrative,  taken  down  by  Marsden  and  admitted  by 
Dr.  Troy  to  be  true. 

I then  told  bim  that  Lord  Hardwicke  had  thought  it  necessary 
to  send  a wi’itten  dhection  to  Mr.  Marsden,  to  assure  Dr.  Troy  of 
the  kind  disposition  of  Government  to  all  descriptions  of  the  King’s 
subjects ; but  that  they  must  come  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  for  ex- 
planations of  the  Lord-Lieutenant’s  orders,  and  not  go  elsewhere ; 
or  to  that  effect. 

Lord  Kilwarden  said.  Certainly  there  could  be  no  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, if  any  other  man  was  to  do  away  liis  orders.  He  lamented 
that  this  led  to  such  a dispute,  because  the  intimation  could  only 
point  at  Lord  Clare  ; but  that  it  was  certainly  necessary  to  preserve 
the  Lord-Lieutenant’s  authority,  &c.,  &c. 

V.  Upon  the  policy  of  such  a mixed  school.  1.  To  my  question 
whether  he  had  told  Lord  Clare  that  he  was  of  opinion  for  going  on 
with  this  school,  and  for  educating  such  boys  with  such  priests,  in 
such  an  institution,  he  said  most  decidedly  not. 

I said  Dr.  Troy  represented  the  Chancellor  to  have  said  so  of 
Lord  Kilwarden. 

Lord  K.  said  on  the  contrary  he  had  told  the  Chancellor  there 
could  not  be  a worse  education. 
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And  when  he  told  the  Chancellor  of  the  nature  of  their  exami- 
nation of  an  hour  at  the  Visitation,  about  St.  Augustin  and  Origen, 
and  their  coarse  vulgar  jokes  and  manners  at  the  dinner,  Lord 
Clare  seemed  much  surprised  at  it,  and  seemed  not  to  know  they 
were  of  such  a description. 

2.  As  to  the  abstract  policy.  Lord  K.  would  advise  the  Crown 
and  Parliament,  with  a view  only  to  the  present  race,  to  govern  by 
a strong  military  force,  and  keep  down  the  Catholics  by  the  bayonet, 
but  with  a view  to  posterity  he  should  wish  to  educate  the  Protestants 
and  Catholics  together : and  such  was  the  object  of  opening  Trin. 
Coll,  to  the  Catholics. 

3.  I told  him  that  now  at  Trin.  Coll,  tlie  Provost  informed 
me  there  were  many  sons  of  opulent  Catholics,  and  that  their 
numbers  of  this  class  increased.  Lord  K.  said  he  knew  it  to  be 
so ; but  the  Chancellor  did  not  admit  it,  and  ought  to  be  put  in  full 
and  unquestionable  possession  of  the  fact,  &c.,  &c. 


Memorandum  of  the  Earl  of  Clare  upon  the  Original  Institution 

OF  Maynooth. 


Dec.  28,  1801. 


In  the  year  1795,  at  the  opening  of  the  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment in  Ireland,  Lord  Fitzwilliam  in  his  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
recommended  to  both  Houses  to  take  into  serious  consideration  the 
imperfect  system  of  education  in  Ireland,  more  particularly  with 
respect  to  persons  of  the  Koman  Catholic  religion.  And  Doctor 
Hussey  very  soon  after  came  into  this  country,  under  the  patronage 
of  the  Irish  Government,  to  be  put  at  the  head  of  a college  to  be 
founded  exclusively  for  the  education  of  persons  of  that  persuasion, 
of  all  descriptions.  Nothing  further  passed  during  Lord  Fitz- 
william’s  stay  in  Ireland,  but  soon  after  Lord  Camden’s  arrival 
here,  an  Act  passed  appointing  trustees  consisting  of  the  Chan- 
cellor and  the  Chief  Judges,  who  were  placed  at  the  front  of  this 
Institution,  very  reluctantly  on  their  part,  of  ten  Popish  Titular 
Bishops,  and  somewhat  a greater  number  of  Lay  Catholics,  who 
were  empowered  to  take  lands  by  purchase,  not  exceeding  the 
annual  value  of  one  thousand  pounds,  and  private  pecuniary  dona- 
tions without  Limitation,  to  enable  them  to  found  a College  in  Ireland, 
for  the  education  indiscriminately  of  persons  of  the  Popish  religion. 
By  this  Act  the  trustees,  thirty  in  number,  are  invested  with  visit- 
orial  powers,  and  with  a power  to  make  bye-laws  for  regulating  the 
interior  economy  of  the  College,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant  for  the  time  being,  and  an  immediate  grant  was  made 
by  Parliament  of  eight  thousand  pounds  to  the  trustees,  to  enable 
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tliem  to  purchase  a house  and  other  necessary  buildings  for  the 
accommodation  of  students.  In  the  following  summer  a house  and 
some  land,  now  occupied  by  this  seminary,  was  purchased  by  the 
trustees,  and  in  the  month  of  November,  1795,  at  the  first  general 
meeting  of  the  trustees,  the  Chancellor,  by  desire  of  the  Chief 
Judo-es  stated  to  them,  that  whenever  the  attendance  of  the  Chan- 
cell  or  and  Chief  Judges  should  be  specially  desired,  they  would  be 
ready  to  lend  their  assistance  in  forwarding  the  Institution ; but  - 
that  a regular  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  tmstees  would  be 
utterly  incompatible  with  their  judicial  duties. 

In  the  Session  of  1790,  a further  grant  of  7000Z.  was  made  by 
Parliament  to  the  trustees  to  enable  them  to  enlarge  the  accom- 
modations for  students,  and  in  the  Sessions  of  1797  and  1798  two 
further  grants,  of  10,000/.  each,  were  made  for  the  same  purpose, 
making  in  the  whole  a sum  of  35,000/.  But  in  the  progress 
of  these  several  profuse  grants,  no  step  was  taken  to  regulate 
the  expenditure,  or  guard  the  Institution  from  abuse.  Much  less 
was  it  intimated  that  a resolution  had  been  taken  to  deviate  from 
the  original  object  of  it,  which  was  clearly  and  distinctly  under- 
stood, as  the  Act  of  1795  imports,  to  be  the  foundation  of  a College 
for  the  ^education  of  persons  of  the  Popish  religion  indiscrimi- 
nately, who,  it  was  understood,  were  to  contribute,  at  least  partially, 
to  the  expense  of  their  maintenance  and  education  at  it.  In  the 
Session  of  '1799,  however,  it  came  out  that  a private  arrangement 
had  been  made  with  Dr.  Troy,  and  some  other  Popish  titidar 
Bishops,  by  whom,  or  by  what  authority,  I never  yet  have  been 
enabled  to  learn,  for  the  total  perversion  of  the  Institution,  an 
arrangement  by  which  it  seems  to  have  been  stipulated  that  this 
country  should  be  encumbered  with  a permanent  annual  establish- 
ment of  eight  thousand  pounds,  for  maintaining  a mere  monastick 
institution  for  the  education  exclusively  of  Popish  priests  ; and 
accordingly  a grant  was  sent  up  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  the 
Session  of  1799,  of  eight  thousand  pounds  to  complete  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Roman  Catholic  College  at  Maynootli  for  one 
year  ended  on  the  25th  March,  1800.  This  establishment  was 
called  for  by  the  late  Lord  Farnham,  and  on  its  being  returned  to 
the  House  of  Lords,  it  appearing  clearly  to  be  a gross  perversion  of 
the  original  Institution,  that  the  whole  foundation  was  eleemosy- 
nary from  the  master  of  the  College  down  to  the  lowest  scout 
attendant  upon  it,  that  no  precaution  whatever  had  been  taken 
to  put  the  Institution  under  the  control  of  the  State  in  any  man- 
ner, and  that  it  was  in  effect  a system  of  patronage  at  the  public 
expense  in  the  hands  of  a few  Popish  titular  Bishops,  the  House  of 
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Lords  did  nearly  unanimously  reject  the  grant.  In  the  next  year 
I was  desired  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  after  consultation  with  Dr. 
Troy  and  some  other  Popish  bishops,  to  frame  an  Act  which  might 
be  palatable  to  them,  and  might  subject  this  Institution  to  some 
effectual  control  connected  with  the  State.  The  first  principle  which 
occm-red  naturally  was  to  establish  an  effectual  general  visitorial 
power  over  it,  connected  with  the  State.  To  this,  however,  two 
peremptory  exceptions  were  made : — first,  that  the  discipline  and 
study  of  the  ecclesiastical  branches  of  education  must  remain  exclu- 
sively under  the  management  and  direction  of  Popish  ecclesiastics, 
without^the  interference  or  enquiry  of  Protestant  visitors ; and  next, 
that  in  all  other  points  of  visitorial  authority,  visitors  of  the  Popish 
religion  ^should  be  joined  in  commission  with  any  State  officers  who 
might  be  named  as  visitors.  Both  points  were  necessarily  yielded, 
and,  as  the  law  now  stands,  the  Chancellor  and  Chief  Judges  are 
permanent  visitors,  to  whom  are  associated  the  titular  Primate 
and  Archbishop  of  Dublin  by  name,  and  Lord  Fingall.  On  the 
death  of  any  of  these  the  Popish  trustees  are  empowered  to  elect  a 
visitor  to  succeed  him,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant.  After  a pretty  long  negotiation  with  Dr.  Troy,  to 
which  I submitted  very  reluctantly  by  Lord  Cornwallis’s  desire,  he 
consented  to  receive  lay  pupils  for  education  according  to  the 
original  intention  of  the  Institution,  and  he  consented  also  to 
oblige  the  ecclesiastical  pupils  to  contribute  in  part  to  the  expense 
of  their  maintenance  and  education  whilst  at  College.  Both  points 
I consider  to  be  essential  to  palliate  the  mischiefs  of  this  institu- 
tion. For  I fear  that  the  utmost  we  can  do  will  be  to  palliate  its 
mischiefs,  after  the  strange  precipitance  and  want  of  forethought 
which  has  hitherto  marked  every  stage  of  .its  progress.  If  the 
Irish  priesthood  is  to  be  educated  at  a monastery  at  Maynooth, 
secluded  from  all  intercourse  with  laymen,  I cannot  see  what  will 
be  gained  by  reclaiming  them  from  the  foreign  Popish  universities. 
And  if  none  but  the  lowest  ranks  in  the  community,  who  are  unable 
to  contribute  to  the  expense  of  their  maintenance  and  education, 
are  received  into  the  Irish  College,  I cannot  se“e  any  one  advantage 
to  the  State  wliich  can  result  from  it.  And  I can  see  that  it  will 
give  a weight  of  patronage  to  some  few  Popish  ecclesiastics,  which 
they  may  use  as  a powerful  engine  to  annoy  the  State. 

The  great  difficulty  in  correcting  all  this  mischief  is,  that  we 
have  most  giddily  made  this  estabhshment,  and  have  never  looked 
to  the  necessity  of  making  regulations  to  guard  it  from  abuse.  If 
regulations  are  now  ado})ted  which  may  be  effectual,  I make  no 
doubt  tiiey  will  0(*casion  a very  serious  outcry  by  tlie  whole  body  of 


374 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XXII. 


Irish  Catholics.  There  is,  however,  one  point  of  folly  to  which  we 
liave  gone  upon  the  subject  of  Popish  education,  which  it  vdll  be  im- 
possible long  to  blink.  As  the  law  stands  in  Ireland,  any  man  who 
chooses  to  caU  himself  a Papist  may  open  a school  without  licence. 
And  it  is  a fact  within  my  knowledge,  that  a Popish  servitor  of 
Trinity  College,  whom  I expelled  as  being  secretary  to  a treason- 
able committee  of  United  Irishmen  at  the  last  visitation  held  there, 
did  immediately  after  his  expulsion  open  a school  at  Cork.  The 
Bishop  of  the  diocese  attempted  to  silence  him,  and  the  school- 
master treated  the  Bishop  to  a suit  in  prohibition  in  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench,  where  the  schoolmaster  succeeded  in  silencing  the 
Bishop. 


ViscouxT  Castlereagh  to  Alexander  Marsdex,  Esq. 

My  dear  3IaESDEN,  Prioiy,  Jan.  1,  1802. 

Many  thanks  for  your  attention  in  quitting  me  of  my  Con- 
cordat um  luggage.  They  are  so  poor,  and  so  imfortunate,  that  I 
shall  have  no  other  alternative  but  plaguing  the  State  whenever 
they  are  forgot,  so  recommend  them  to  your  future  protection,  if 
you  and  your  colleagues  dislike  being  deemed,  as  much  as  I do, 
the  channel  of  persecution. 

MTien  the  grant  to  the  Catholic  College  was  made  for  the 
year  1799  in  the  Irish  Parliament,  ’twas  much  more  intent  on  the 
question  of  the  Union  than  on  the  internal  economy  of  that  semi- 
nary. The  grant  was,  as  well  as  I recollect,  introduced  precisely 
as  it  had  been  made  in  former  years,  and  passed  through  the 
Commons.  MTien  it  got  to  the  Lords,  reflections  were  thro™  out 
on  the  accounts  of  the  College,  and  the  gi’ant  was  thrown  out  by 
the  Chancellor,^  one  of  whose  objections  to  the  institution  was  to 
its  monastic  constitution,  there  being  then  no  lay-students.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  revive  the  grant  in  the  same  session,  but  it 
could  not  be  done  consistently  with  the  rules  of  Parliament,  and 
the  expenses  of  that  year  were  defrayed  by  the  authority  of  the 
Lord-Lieutenant,  merely  upon  the  faith  and  authority  of  the  vote 
of  the  Commons.  In  the  last  session  of  our  Parliament  the  Chan- 
cellor brought  in  a bill  for  the  better  government  of  that  seminary, 
the  detail  of  which  I forget,  but  which  was  the  result  of  a confer- 
ence which  he  had,  by  my  desire,  with  the  leading  Catholics,  and 
which  went,  as  well  as  I remember,  principally  to  establish  a 
visitatorial  authority  distinct  from  the  Trustees,  and  to  give  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  a negative  in  the  appointment  of  the  superiors  of 
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tlie  College.  With  this  Bill  the  grant  went  forward.  The  Chan- 
cellor’s opinion,  I recollect,  was  always  for  intermixing  lay  with 
ecclesiastical  students,  though  not  to  be  educated  on  the  founda- 
tion ; but  I do  not  recollect  that  the  policy  of  this  was  at  the  time 
chsputed,  so  as  to  become  matter  of  express  disputation  between  him 
and  any  of  the  other  visitors.  The  objection  against  the  College 
that  no  lay-students  were  admitted  came  from  him,  and  he  was 
satisfied  as  soon  as  he  understood  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Trustees  to  receive  a certain  number  of  lay-students  so  soon  as  the 
necessary  accommodations  were  prepared  for  their  reception.  I 
was  very  little  alive  to  the  point  one  way  or  other,  being  very 
sufficiently  employed  on  other  subjects,  and  fully  satisfied  when 
the  prehminaries  of  peace  between  the  Protestant  and  Catholic 
opinions  were  concluded  so  far  as  to  suffer  the  annual  grant  to  pass 
without  opposition.  j Marsden,  &c., 

Castlereagh. 


The  date  of  the  following  letter  is  uncertain,  but  it  was  probably 
written  about  June,  1801. 

Marquis  Corxwallis  to  Major  — . 

Sir, 

I have  received  your  very  extraordinary  letter  dated  the  6th 
instant,  for  the  whole  tenor  of  which  I am  utterly  unable  to  account, 
except  by  an  entire  misapprehension  on  your  part  of  my  expressions. 

I stated  no  base  or  unworthy  motives  for  your  refusing  to  enter 
into  the  British  corps  of  Engineers,  which  was  a matter  entirely 
optional,  and  to  be  decided  by  your  own  inclinations  and  future 
views  in  life,  but  at  the  same  time  that  I lamented  your  having  at 
so  early  an  age  given  up  a line  which  appeared  to  me  to  hold  out 
so  fair  a prospect  to  you,  and  in  which  from  what  I had  heard  of 
your  character,  you  were  likely  to  have  obtained  reputation  and  to 
have  rendered  beneficial  service  to  your  country,  I could  not  help 
suspecting  that  the  pleasures  of  a luxurious  capital,  to  which  your 
situation  had  for  seven  years  confined  you,  might  have  given  you 
habits  that  made  you  less  anxious  to  pursue  a laborious  profession. 

I do  not  conceive  that  if  I had  expressed  these  sentiments  to  a 
thffd  person,  they  could  have  come  under  the  description  of 
calumny,  but  when  conveyed  to  you  in  a private  letter,  and  accom- 
panied by  an  opinion  of  yom*  talents  and  general  character,  which 
to  say  the  least  could  not  possibly  be  offensive  to  any  one,  I am  at 
a loss  to  find  out  any  injury  of  which  you  have  to  complain. 
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I liave  dwelt  on  this  point,  and  entered  into  a more  temperate 
discussion  than  the  general  style  of  your  letter  would  have  claimed, 
because  you  appeared  to  me  to  have  written  on  this  subject  under 
a misconception,  and  under  the  immediate  influence  of  passion  for 
a supposed  injury  which  did  not  exist. 

I shall  now  shortly  take  notice  of  two  or  three  points  in  your 
very  uncivil  and,  in  my  opinion,  improper  epistle,  and  then,  as  far 
as  I am  concerned,  our  correspondence  will  cease  for  ever. 

With  regard  to  your  statement  of  a message  delivered  by 
Colonel  Whitworth,  I can  only  say  that  either  he  must  have  very 
much  misapprehended  me,  or  you  must  have  misunderstood  him. 
I never  did  cast  any  general  reflexion  upon  the  character  of  Irish- 
men, such  a sentiment  would  have  been  very  foreign  from  my 
feelings  and  from  my  heart ; but  I trust  that  no  person  who  knows 
me  would  believe  me  capable  of  so  extreme  a weakness  as  to  have 
put  so  ilKberal  a censure  upon  the  whole  country,  over  which  I 
had  then  the  honour  to  preside,  into  the  mouth  of  Colonel  Whit- 
worth to  be  delivered  by  him  to  you. 

With  regard  to  your  Father,  he  has  frequently  acknowledged 
obligations  to  me,  but  I should  too  much  imitate  yom’  style  of 
Avriting  if  I was  to  recapitulate  them. 

I shall  now  conclude  by  observing  that  there  is  a vein  of 
menace  that  runs  through  the  whole  tenor  of  your  letter,  to  which 
I am  not  much  accustomed.  I hope  that  I have  neither  injured 
or  insulted  any  man,  and  I am  certain  that  it  never  was  my  inten- 
tion to  do  so ; but  I have  not  in  the  course  of  a pretty  long  life 
been  used  to  suffer  considerations  of  personal  danger  to  influence 
my  conduct,  and  I do  not  feel  disposed  to  adopt  a different  system 
at  a period  when  that  life  has  become  an  object  of  much  less  con- 
sequence  to  me.  j 

Cornwallis. 
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Expected  Frencli  invasion  — Lord  Cornwallis  appointed  to  the  command  of  tlie 
Eastern  District  — Proceeds  to  France  to  negociate  a Peace  — His  instruc- 
tions— Interview  with  Bonaparte  — Private  conference  with  the  First  Consul 
on  taking  leave  — The  Conferences  at  Amiens  — Discussions  with  respect  to 
Malta  — The  Fisheries  — On  the  compensation  for  the  Prince  of  Orange 
— Society  and  mode  of  living  at  Amiens  — Conclusion  of  the  Definitive 
Treaty. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Loss. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuifovd,  July  2,  isoi. 

I have  just  received  your  letter  dated  yesterday,  with  the 
extract  of  the  ‘ Morniug  Post,’  which  is  a very  curious  paper,  and, 
I believe,  contains  a great  deal  of  truth.^ 

General  Debbeig  has  written  to  me  to  notify  that  he  has  repre- 
sented to  Lord  Chatham  the  most  extraordinary  treatment  which 
he  has  suffered  during  my  administration,  and  to  require  that  I 
would  state  what  he  is  accused  of.  1 have  desired  Apsley  to 
endeavour  to  collect  the  papers  relating  to  his  being  invalided,  as 
I have  now  a very  imperfect  recollection  of  the  particulars,  but  I 
am  perfectly  satisfied  that  I was  well  warranted  in  what  I did. 

I am  beyond  measure  persecuted  by  letters  from  Ireland  claim- 
ing promises,  and  recommendations  to  Lord  Hardwicke,  &c.,  &c. 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Cuiford,  July  19,  isoi. 

Brome  and  Lady  Louisa,  with  the  two  children,  are  gone  to 
Cheltenham,  and  our  society  has  since  been  reduced  to  Mary, 
Grisdale,  and  myself.  Singleton  stays  in  town  for  the  Duchess  of 
Gordon’s  extraordinary  ball.^ 

1 Morning  Post,  July  1.  There  are  two  old  Whigs,  could  return  with  a pure  Govern- 
leading  articles  to  the  effect  that  the  Duke  of  ment.  It  was  added  that  the  Duke  of  Poi  t- 
Portlaud  would  not  resign  the  Home  Oifice,  land  had  feathered  his  nest  with  Maryleboiie. 
but  would  wait  to  be  dismissed;  that  Lord  2 The  ball  was  given,  July  20,  at  Buck- 
Rosslyn  was  to  be  President  of  tlie  Council;  ingham  House,  in  Piccadilly,  and  w'as  attended 
so  that  Mr.  Pitt,  having  got  lid  of  all  the  by  about  300  persons.  The  newspapers  of 
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I have  written  to  David  Scott  about  the  papers,  and  thought  it 
best  to  defer  for  some  time  my  application  to  Charles  Grant,  as  it 
might  be  an  awkward  cii’cumstance  if  they  immediately  compared 
notes.  Scott  will  probably  tell  me  what  papers  he  intends  to  send, 
and  I can  then  submit  to  Grant  whether  he  could  recommend  any 
addition.  It  is  a matter  on  which  I must  receive  much  satisfac- 
tory information  before  I could  venture  to  give  an  opinion. 

The  subject  of  taxation  was  loosely  mentioned  in  several  of  the 
minutes  and  papers  that  were  written  when  the  question  of  the 
permanent  settlement  of  the  revenue  was  agitated,  but  it  must  be 
exercised  with  great  prudence  and  discretion,  and  must  not  be  left 
to  the  capricious  will  of  the  Governor.  It  has  the  disadvantage  of 
novelty,  wliich  is  a very  serious  one  in  a country  so  bigoted  to  old 
habits. 

The  last  accounts  from  Egypt,  although  a little  vague,  are,  on 
the  whole,  of  a favourable  nature,  and  I am  not  without  hopes  that 
this  year  may  put  an  end  to  our  long  and  bloody  war. 

Lord  Hardwicke  gives  his  principal  confidence  to  Marsden  and 
Littlehales,  and  has  liitherto  done  exceedingly  well.  My  accounts 
say  that  he  is  a gentleman,  that  his  intentions  are  very  good,  but 
that  he  is  inexj^ert  at  business,  which  makes  the  work  rather 
heavy.  He  will,  I believe,  make  a very  serious  point  of  Marsden’s 
succeeding  if  Cooke  should  resign  his  office,  and  I have  likewise 
heard  that  Abbott  is  much  prepossessed  in  Marsden’s  favour. 
My  friend  Alex.  Hope,^  I understand,  gives  universal  satisfaction. 

Yours  ever  most  sincerely, 

Cornwallis.' 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 


Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  July  23,  isoi. 

I yesterday  received  a letter  from  the  Duke  of  York, 
informing  me  that,  as  there  were  grounds  to  believe  from  every 
report  that  the  French  meant  to  invade  this  country,  he  had 
recommended  to  His  Majesty  to  give  me  the  command  of  the 
Eastern  District. 


the  day  say,  “ At  half-past  two  a new  Scotch 
dance,  called  the  Barme,  was  danced,  which 
afforded  considerable  amusenaent  from  the 
spirited  way  in  which  it  was  kept  up : 
instead  of  forming  the  circle  by  holding  hands, 
it  was  done  by  laying  hold  of  coats  and  tails  ; 
many  scenes  highly  comic  took  place,  which 
threw  the  Company  into  such  good  humour 
that  they  kejd  it  up  till  six.  Lady  Heath- 


cote  wore  a loose  white  gauze,  quite  setherial.” 

^ Colonel,  afterwards  General,  the  Hon. 
Sir  Alexander  Hope,  G.C.B.,  Colonel  14th 
Regt.,  and  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Chelsea 
Hospital,  b.  Dec.  9,  1769,  d.  May  19,  1837  ; 
m.  Oct.  23,  1805,  Georgiana,  dau.  of  George 
Brown,  Esq.  M.P.  Dumfries  Boroughs  Sept. 
1 796  to  1 800,  and  then  for  Linlithgow  County 
to  1835. 
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You  will  easily  conceive  how  this  deranges  all  my  plans.  With- 
out horses,  house,  or  aide-de-camp,*!  must  probably  be  obliged  to  set 
out  for  Colchester  in  two  or  three  days,  as  H.  11.  H.  informed  me 
that  he  expected  to  receive  His  Majesty’s  approbation  within  that 
time.  Fortune  could  not  have  persecuted  me  more  severely ; it 
would  have  afforded  me  much  more  satisfaction  to  have  received 
an  order  to  go  to  Egypt.  Yours  very  sincerely, 

Cornwallis, 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Colchester,  July  31,  1801. 

You  will  easily  imagine  my  Life  here  cannot  be  very  agree- 
able. The  ennui,  however,  of  Colchester  might  very  well  be  borne 
by  a man  who  has  not  been  spoiled  by  the  constant  enjoyment  of 
the  pleasurable  gratifications  of  this  world,  but  the  difficulties  of 
my  situation,  and  the  certain  disgrace  that  I must  suffer  if  the 
enemy  should  effect  a landing  of  a very  moderate  force,  sit  heavy 
on  me.  What  could  I hope  for  with  eight  weak  regiments  of 
militia,  making  about  2800  firelocks,  and  two  regiments  of  dra- 
goons ? Yours  most  sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Colchester,  Aug.  2,  1801. 

I was  yesterday  on  Clackton  beach  and  at  Walton  tower, 
from  whence  I saw  two  line-of-battle  ships  and  a 74  razee  very 
properly  stationed  for  the  protection  of  the  coast ; and  Sir  Edward 
Berry,^  who  commands,  told  the  officer  whom  I sent  to  him  that  he 
expected  three  or  four  more  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days. 
With  the  means  of  naval  defence  in  om’  power,  and  the  vigorous 
exertions  that  are  now  making  to  employ  those  means  to  the  best 
advantage,  every  day’s  delay  renders  an  attack  less  probable,  and 
I have  doubts  whether  after  having  desired  to  be  employed,  it  is 
worth  your  while  to  make  a strong  point  of  it. 

The  Duke  of  York  has  given  me  Nightingall  as  Assistant 
Quarter-Master  General. 

Lord  Buckingham,  through  Charles  Lennox,  has  expressed  a 
wish  that  all  that  had  passed  might  be  forgotten,  to  which  you  may 

‘ Captain,  afterwards  Rear-Admiral,  Sir  1831  ; m.  Dec.  12,  1797,  Louisa,  dau.  of  the 
Edward  Berry,  Bart.,  so  created  Dec.  12,  Rev.  S.  Foster,  D.D.  of  Norwicli. 

18U6,  K.C.B.,  b.  April  17,  1768,  d.  July  13, 
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easily  conceive  that  I did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  object,  or  to 
inquire  the  cause  of  his  indignation,  of  which  I am  at  this  moment 
ignorant.  Yours  most  sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Colchester,  Aug.  4,  1801. 

I have  just  received  your  letter,  and  have  read  the  account 
of  Sir  J.  Saumarez’s  ^ exploit,  which  has  afforded  me  the  most  sin- 
cere satisfaction.  In  our  wooden  walls  alone  must  we  place  our 
trust ; we  should  make  a sad  business  of  it  on  shore.  This  county 
(Essex)  is  in  the  greatest  want  of  hands  to  get  in  a most  abundant 
crop  of  every  sort  of  grain,  a considerable  part  of  which  must  be 
spoiled,  even  without  any  further  demand  for  men,  if  the  weather 
should  not  prove  uncommonly  favourable. 

I am  perfectly  aware  of  the  ill  consequences  of  the  present 
madness  about  artillery ; but  be  assured  that  nothing  that  I could 
say  would  cure  it,  and  that  my  sentiments  are  not  held  in  great 
estimation  by  the  present  military  advisers.  It  was  owing  to  the 
popular  estimation  which  I am  supposed  to  possess,  and  not  to  any 
respect  for  my  military  talents,  that  I was  called  upon  at  this 
time. 

If  it  is  reaUy  intended  that should  defend  Kent  and 

Sussex,  it  is  of  very  little  consequence  what  army  you  place  under 
his  command. 

I return  you  Lady  Spencer’s  excellent  letter,  and  I subscribe 
entirely  to  everything  she  says  of  her  Lord.  Mr.  Pitt  is,  I am  per- 
suaded, influenced  by  the  pm^est  and  most  public-spirited  motives, 
but  I think  he  has  undeilaken  a very  critical  and  difficult  line  of 
conduct,  and  one  that  will  expose  his  character  to  much  misrepre- 
sentation.^ Yours  very  sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 


^ Rear-Admiral,  afterwards  Admiral,  Sir 
James  Saumarez,  K.B.,  created  Lord  de 
Saumarez,  Sept.  12, 1831,  b.  March  11,  1757, 
d.  Oct.  9,  1836;  m.  Oct.  27,  1788,  Martha, 
dau.  of  Thomas  Le  Marchant,  Esq.  The 
battle  alluded  to  was  fought  July  12,  1801, 
when  with  five  sail-of-the-line  and  two  fri- 
gates he  defeated  a fleet  of  six  Spanish  and  four 
French  sail-of-the-line,  besides  four  frigates. 
Two  of  112  guns  each  blew  up,  aud  one 
74  was  Liken.  Lord  de  Saumarez  was  an 


officer  on  board  the  ship  which  took  Lord 
Cornwallis  to  India  in  1786,  and  so  attracted 
his  attention  that  he  offered  him  a commission 
in  the  army,  promising  to  take  him  under  his^ 
protection,  but,  after  some  consideration.  Lord 
de  Saumarez  declined  the  offer. 

2 Mr.  Pitt,  though  out  of  office,  pi’omised 
to  support  Mr.  Addington.  See  ‘ Memoirs 
of  Lord  Sidinouth,’  ‘ Malmesbury  Corre- 
spondence,’ and  other  publications  for  details 
relating  to  his  subsequent  conduct. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Eoss,  Colchester,  Aug.  lo,  1801. 

I was  very  glad  to  find  by  your  letter  wliicli  I received 
yesterday,  with  a copy  of  one  which  you  addressed  to  Mr.  Per- 
cival,  that  the  difficulties  in  the  incorporation  are  in  a fair  way  of 
being  overcome ; and,  indeed,  I have  for  some  time  suspected  that 
the  lawyers  had  misapprehended  the  business. 

The  ideas  of  invasion  begin  to  subside,  and  indeed,  I think, 
with  some  reason,  as  our  naval  preparation  for  defence,  and  the 
increase  of  our  force  in  small  craft,  must  every  day  render  such 
an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  more  improbable.  I am 
sorry  to  say  that  our  strength  by  land  is  not  likely  to  increase  in 
proportion,  as  the  eight  regiments  of  militia  in  tliis  garrison  do 
not,  in  the  aggregate,  expect  more  than  an  acquisition  of  500  men, 
in  consequence  of  the  order  for  calling  out  the  supplementary  aid. 
God  send  that  we  may  have  no  occasion  to  decide  the  matter  on 
shore,  where  I have  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  con- 
test must  terminate  in  the  disgrace  of  the  General,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  country. 

I am  sorry  that  Pelham  is  obliged  to  adhere  to  his  engagement 
with  Sir  G.  Shee,  who  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  unfit  for  the  situa- 
tion of  Under-Secretary. 

Lord  Hardwicke  would  not  give  up  Marsden’s  succession  in 
the  event  of  Cooke’s  being  removed;  m which  his  Lordship 
showed  his  good  sense.  j 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornw.vllis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  KoSS,  Colchester,  Sept.  2,  1801. 

As  I parted  on  good  terms  with  Cooke,  who  is  a man  of 
much  quickness  and  very  considerable  talent,  I should  wish  that 
you  should  conduct  yourself  towards  him  in  such  a manner  as  to 
make  him  conceive  that  I had  spoken  favourably  of  him ; and 
that  if  you  should  have  any  discussions  on  ordnance  business  with 
his  department  (Under  Civil  Secretary)  you  should  be  on  your 
guard  not  to  make  him  jealous  by  communicating  in  preference 
with  Marsden,  with  whom  he  is  at  present  on  bad  terms. 

Admiral  Pakenham  is  capable  of  giving  you  the  best  informa- 
tion upon  the  whole  of  the  Ordnance  business,  and  has  conducted 
himself  in  a manner  to  deserve  every  attention  that  can  be  shown 
to  him.  .1  must  likewise  recommend  your  brother  Surveyor-Gene- 
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ral,  Bob  Uniacke,  who  is  a particular  friend  of  mine,  and  a very 
honest  and  well-intentioned  fellow,  and  latterly  tant  bien  que  mal 
did  all  the  business  of  the  department.  My  friend  Wynne,^  who 
was  Clerk  of  Deliveries,  may  perhaps  give  you  some  inforihation, 
and  will  be  happy  to  assist  you  in  any  personal  matters. 

Wishing  you  both  a pleasant  and  useful  tour  and  happy  return 
to  your  family,  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Brome,  sept.  17,  isoi. 

I confess  that  I see  no  prospect  of  peace,  or  of  anything 
good.  We  must,  I am  afraid,  still  lose  many  more  good  men  in 
Egypt.  We  shall  prepare  for  the  land  defence  of  England  by 
much  wild  and  capricious  expenditure  of  money,  and  if  the  enemy 
should  ever  elude  the  vigilance  of  our  wooden  walls,  we  shall  after 
all,  make  a bad  figure. 

By  the  late  orders  I see  that  detachments  of  our  regiments  of 
dragoons  are  to  be  instructed  to  act  as  horse-artillery,  a species  of 
force  with  which  we  are  at  present,  in  my  opinion,  amply  provided, 
and  there  is  a fine  troop  in  Ireland,  where,  since  the  establishment 
of  British  artillery  in  that  country,  it  is  totally  useless. 

I do  not  think  that  the  present  Ministers  will  find  so  much 
difficulty  in  Parliament  as  you  seem  to  expect.  Mr.  Pitt  has 
already  gone  too  far  to  withdraw  his  support,  and  the  country 
gentlemen  will  go  with  them,  partly  from  the  opinion  that  they 
are  more  disposed  to  peace  than  the  last  Administration,  and  partly 
from  their  dread  of  the  democratic  principles  of  the  Opposition. 

I am  myself  out  of  sorts,  low-spirited,  and  tired  of  everything, 
but  whilst  I Live  shall  ever  remain, 

Most  truly  yours, 

Cornwallis. 

IMarquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Brome,  Sept.  22,  isoi. 

As  it  is  probable  that  I may  be  called  to  town  in  a few  days 
on  a business  of  considerable  importance,  which  at  present  it  will 
not  be  prudent  to  trust  to  the  post,  I wish  you  would  tell  me  fairly 
whether  it  will  be  of  any  inconvenience  to  you  that  I should. take 
up  my  quarters  at  your  house. 

^ Robert  Wynne,  b.  May  4,  1761,  d.  May  .31,  1838  ; m.  ]\Iay  4,  1791,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of 
Sydenham  Singleton,  Esq.,  M.P. 
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Littlehales,  who  is  with  me,  says  that  he  believes  this  letter 
will  find  you  still  at  Hortond 

Yours  ever  most  sincerely, 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Colchester,  Sept.  30,  1801. 

You  will  perhaps  have  guessed  that  the  business  on  which 
I expected  to  be  employed  was  not  that  of  making  war. 

How  that  matter  may  turn  out  God  only  knows,  but  I tliink 
that  you  will  not  disapprove  of  my  line  of  conduct. 

The  Duke  of  York  left  us  this  morning,  and  on  Saturday  next 
I shall  go  for  the  greater  part  of  the  next  month  to  Culford,  pro- 
vided  tilings  remain  quiet.  Yours  most  sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Cuiford,  Oct.  9,  isoi. 

I shall  go  to  town  to-morrow  or  Sunday,  and  in  a very  short 
time,  I conclude,  proceed  to  Amiens.  Brome  goes  with  me. 

Mr.  Pitt  approves  warmly  of  the  Peace,  but  that  is  not  the  case 
with  Lord  Grenville  or  Windham,  and,  I am  afraid,  with  Lord 
Spencer,  although  I have  not  heard  of  him. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  No.  16,  Grafton  street,  Oct.  16,  1801. 

I have  just  received  your  letter  dated  the  12th,  and  take 
my  chance  that  this  will  meet  you  at  Horton  to  acquaint  you  that 
I do  not  expect  to  leave  this  country  before  the  1st  or  2nd  of 
next  month,  so  as  to  arrive  at  Paris  (to  which  place  I am  first 
destined  for  three  or  four  days,  at  the  particular  invitation  of 
Bonaparte)  by  the  6th.  He  wishes  me  to  see  the  festival  on 
account  of  the  Peace,  which  is  to  take  place  on  the. 9th,  after 
wliich  I am  to  go  to  Amiens. 

Brome,  Littlehales,  and  Nightingall  go  with  me,  and  Mr. 
Moore,  ^ General  Moore’s  brother,  who  is  in  the  Secretary  of 


• The  seat  of  Sir  Robert  Gunning.  11,  1854;  m.  Fi'ances,  dau.  of  Sir  William 

2 Francis  Moore,  b,  1767,  d.  in  Ischia,  Aug.  Twysden,  Bart.,  and  widow  of  Archibald, 
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State’s  office,  and  has  had  a considerable  share  in  the  negotiation. 
IMr.  Merry, ^ who  has  been  some  months  at  Paris,  and  has  likewise 
been  a negotiator,  is  to  be  the  principal  person  in  the  diplomatic 

Yours  most 'sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Sir  John  Kennaway. 

Dear  Kennaway,  Grafton  street,  Oct.  i9,  isoi. 

I have  been  so  much  hurried  that  I have  not  had  time  to 
answer  your  kind  offers  of  service.  My  family  on  this  occasion  is 
circumscribed,  and — exclusively  of  Mr.  Merry,  who  has  been  nego- 
tiating at  Paris,  and  Mr.  Moore,  of  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office, 
Avho  is  to  act  under  him — consists  only  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Little- 
hales,  who  is  to  be  my  private  secretary,  a station  which  he  held 
in  Ireland,  and  of  Lord  Brome  and  Lieut.-Colonel  Nightingall. 

I have  experienced  and  profited  by  your  skill  in  the  diplomatic 
line,  but  as  the  winding  up  of  the  present  business  is  to  be  left 
principally  in  the  hands  of  those  who  have  hitherto  conducted  it,  I 
could  not  avail  myself  of  your  talents  on  the  present  occasion. 

As  soon  as  the  objects  of  my  present  mission  are  fulfilled, 
I look  with  confidence  to  quiet  and  retirement,  and  shall  be 
happy  to  see  you  at  Culford,  and  to  show  you  as  good  partridge- 
shooting as  Suffolk  can  afford.  Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


The  King  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

Kew,  Nov.  1,  1801. 

Mdien  the  King  conversed  with  the  Marquess  Cornwallis  on 
Friday,  he  slightly  mentioned  the  unpleasant  situation  in  which 
his  Electoral  Dominions  have  been  placed  by  the  unjustifiable 
possession  of  them  by  the  King  of  Prussia  at  the  time  of  the 
dispute  of  this  kingdom  with  the  Northern  Po Avers,  and  which 
that  Monarch  has  not  as  yet  relinquished.  He  certainly  has  inten- 
tions to  obtain  the  Bishopricks  of  Osnaburg  and  Hildesheim,  and 
also  that  of  Iffunster,  in  lieu  of  the  Dutchy  of  Cleves,  which  the 
French  have  taken  from  him. 

The  Bishoprick  of  Munster  alone  is  Avorth  more  than  the 

llth  Earl  of  Eglinton.  He  was  in  the  Jan.  21,  1803,  the  widow  of  John  Leather, 
Foreign  Offic-e  from  July,  1784,  to  Jan.  1803,  Esq.,  of  Herringtord  Hall.  Minister  in 
and  then  Deputy-Secrehny-at-War  to  Dec.  France,  the  United  Stales,  Denmark,  and 
1809.  Sweden,  from  April,  1802,  to  April,  1809. 

1 Antony  Merry,  d.  June  14,  1835  ; m. 
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King  of  Prussia’s  loss ; but,  setting  that  consideration  aside,  any 
idea  of  his  obtaining  either  or  both  of  the  other  Bishopricks  is  a 
palpable  injustice  to  the  House  of  Hanover,  who  have  by  treaty 
alternately  one  of  the  family  as  Bishop  of  Osnaburg ; and  Hildes- 
heim  was  formerly  for  an  hundred  years  in  the  possession  of 
that  House,  and  now  have  constantly  a garrison  tliere.  It  lies 
within  the  Hntchies  of  Colenberg  and  Gottingen,  which  would 
occasion  continual  disputes  if  in  the  possession  of  the  King  of 
Prussia. 

This  short  state  the  King  has  drawn  up,  that  the  Marquess 
Cornwallis  may  be  fully  apprized  of  the  principal  facts,  and  may 
be  enabled,  in  a proper  manner,  to  have  it  insinuated  to  the  rulers 
in  France,  that  if  His  Majesty’s  good  inclination  or  that  of  any  of 
his  family  is  desired,  great  care  must  be  taken  in  any  settlement 
of  the  affairs  of  Germany,  that  neither  His  property  nor  the  quiet 
possession  of  His  Electoral  Dominions  be  affected. 

Geoege  Pi. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  King. 

Grafton  Street,  Nov.  1,  1801,  6 o’clock,  p.m. 

Lord  Cornwallis  has  this  moment  had  the  honour  to  receive 
Your  Majesty’s  commands  of  this  day’s  date,  to  wliich  he  will  not 
fail  to  pay  the  most  unremitting  attention,  according  to  the  wishes 
which  Y^our  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  signify  to  him ; 
and  he  earnestly  hopes  that  he  shall  acquit  himself  upon  this  and 
every  other  occasion  in  such  a manner  as  to  merit  Your  Majesty’s 
approbation.  Coenwallis. 

Although  Lord  Malmesbury  had  twice  failed  to  bring  his 
negociations  to  a favourable  conclusion,  the  English  Government 
were  still  desirous  of  restoring  peace,  and  hints  were  conveyed 
through  diplomatic  agents  abroad,  that  if  France  entertained 
similar  views,  they  would  be  responded  to  in  London.  Commu- 
nications were  made  to  Lord  Grenville  as  early  as  January,  1800, 
which  seemed  to  afford  a reasonable  hope  of  a satisfactory  result. 
In  the  beginning  of  March,  1801,  M.  Otto,^  who  was  the  French 
Commissioner  for  prisoners  in  England,  was  formally  authorised 
to  advert  to  this  question  ; and  after  much  debate  a preliminary 
treaty  was  signed,  October  1,  by  him  and  Lord  Hawkesbury.  As 
most  of  the  discussions  were  verbal,  few  or  no  records  of  them 

‘ Louis  Guilliaume  Otto,  a native  of  Baden,  lady;  2nd,  1782,  a dau.  of  M.  de  St.  Jean 
but  employed  in  early  life  by  M.  de  la  Luzerne  Crevecour,  French  Consul  at  New  York, 
in  the  diplomatic  line,  b.  1754,  d.  Nov.  9,  Made  Comte  de  Moslay  by  Bonaparte  in 
1817  ; m.  1st,  Miss  Livingstone,  an  American  1805,  and  a Peer  of  France  by  Louis  XVIII. 
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exist,  and  the  grounds  for  the  consent  of  England  to  the  terms 
agreed  upon  are  therefore  not  distinctly  known,  but  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  the  concessions  were  not  too  large. 

The  principal  articles  of  the  preliminary  treaty  were 1st.  ine 
restoration  of  all  the  Colonial  acquisitions  of  Great  Britain,  except 
Cevlon  and  Trinidad.  2nd.  The  evacuation  of  Egypt  and  the 
Neapolitan  and  Eoman  States  by  the  French,  and  of  Malta  by  the 
English,  the  latter  island  to  be  given  back  to  the  Knights.  3rd. 
The  restoration  of  aU  sequestered  property  on  either  side.  4tli. 
The  release  of  all  prisoners  of  war,  hut  the  expenses  incurred  lor 
their  maintenance  to  be  paid  by  the  country  to  which  they 
respectively  belonged.  This  last  article  was  so  loosely  worded, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  enforce  it  in  the  manner  really  intOTcled : 
nor  was  this  the  most  important  error.  The  claims  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  about  which  the  King  was  very  anxiou^were  passed 
over  sub  silentio,  on  a verbal  assurance  from  M.  Otto  that  due 

provision  should  be  made  to  satisfy  them.  _ j tt  i 

In  one  instance,  from  want  of  timely  information.  Lord  Hawkes- 
biiry  agreed  to  an  unfortunate  arrangement.  The  English  govern- 
ment had  strenuously  insisted  on  the  evacuation  of  Egypt,  which 
the  French  as  strongly  opposed.  But  they  at  length  gave  way 
with  great  apparent  reluctance,  and  then  showed  more  eagerness  to 
hurrv  on  the  signing  of  the  preliminaries  than  they  had  previously 
displayed  anxiety  for  delay.  M.  Otto  had,  in  fact,  learnt  that  the 
surrender  of  Alexandria  was  inevitable,  and  he  was  aware  that  it 
such  information  reached  the  British  Government  they  would  insist 
on  important  concessions  on  other  points.  Alexandria  surrendered 
to  General  Hutcliinson  September  3,  but  the  official  despatch  did 
not  reach  London  till  November  21.'  At  Paris  the  news  must 

have  been  known  long  before.  _ -j  . tr 

That  Bonaparte  at  that  moment  desired  peace  is  evident,  tie 
conceived  that  it  would,  for  a time,  be  advantageous  to  Ms  own 
interests.  He  was  desirous  of  an  interval  of  repose_  to  enable  him 
to  establish  order  at  home,  and  to  make  preparations  for  future 
conquests.  But  it  is  equally  clear  that  he  wished  to  dictate  the 
terms  of  peace,  and  that,  while  he  was  holding  the  most  pacific 
language,  he  was  contemplating  a renewal  of  hostihties  at  no 
remote  period.  His  conduct  throughout  the  negocia  ions  was 
marked  with  unfairness  and  duplicity,  and  while  the  delay  in  the 
proceedings  was  occasioned  solely  by  him,_he  endeavoured  to 
throw  the  whole  blame  on  England.  He  tried  to  bring  forward 


1 Lord  Elgin,  Sept.  6,  transmitted  a letter 
from  Sir  John  Hutchinson,  dated  Aug.  27, 
announcing  that  Menou  had  offered  to  capitu- 


late. This  despatch  was  received  in  London 
Oct.  2,  and  the  preliminaries  had  been  signed 
in  the  evening  of  Oct.  1. 
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various  questions,  not  alluded  to  in  the  preliminary  articles.  He 
constantly  evaded  fulfilling  engagements  verbally  made,  so  that 
it  became  necessary  to  reduce  every  statement  into  writing.  Even 
after  it  had  been  admitted  that  the  presence  of  the  Spanish  and 
Batavian  plenipotentiaries  ought  not  to  be  dispensed  with,  he 
repeatedly  but  vainly  endeavoured  to  convince  Lord  Cornwallis 
that  he  ought  to  proceed  without  them  ; and  the  haughty  style 
in  which  he  endeavoured  to  dictate  the  forms  and  manner  of 
negociating  was  very  offensive.  But  he  failed  in  all  his  endea- 
vours to  vary  the  substance  of  the  preliminary  articles,  except  as 
to  the  repayment  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  prisoners.  On  the  other  hand,  he  was  compelled  to  provide 
some  indemnity  for  the  Prince  of  Orange.^ 

Amiens  was  selected  as  the  seat  of  the  conferences,  and  Lord 
Cornwallis  was  nominated  the  British  plenipotentiary.  He  sailed 
from  Dover  November  3rd,  1801,  and  after  a stormy  passage  of 
fifteen  hours,  reached  Calais  about  ten  at  night.  All  the  authorities 
of  the  place  were  waiting  for  him  on  the  pier,  and  he  was  received 
with  every  possible  mark  of  honour.  He  proceeded  immediately 
to  Paris,  where,  as  will  be  seen,  he  could  only  obtain  one  interview 
with  the  First  Consul ; and  as  he  thought  he  could  carry  on  the 
negociations  better  with  Joseph  Bonaparte^  than  with  so  crafty 
and  unscrupulous  a man  as  Talleyrand,^  he  went  to  Amiens  No- 
vember 30th,  hoping  that  a comparatively  short  time  would 
complete  the  business;  but  the  definitive  treaty  was  not  signed 
till  March  27th,  1802. 

A portion  only  of  the  despatches  to  and  from  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury  are  here  given,  and  scarcely  any  of  the  notes  or  protocols 
di’awn  up  at  Amiens,  nor  has  it  been  thought  necessary  to  print  all 
the  various  projects  about  Malta : sufficient  has  been  published,  it 
is  hoped,  to  give  a connected  view  of  the  negociations,  and  to  show 
the  difficulties  under  which  Lord  Cornwallis  laboured.^ 


^ William  Frederick,  Prince  of  Orange, 
afterwards,  Dec.  6,  1813,  King  of  Holland; 
b.  Aug.  24,  1772,  d.  Dec.  12,  1843  ; m. 
Oct.  1,  1791,  Frederica  Wilhelmina  Louisa, 
dau.  of  Frederick  William,  King  of  Prussia. 
In  1840  he  contracted  a morganatic  marriage 
with  the  Comtesse  D’Oultremont,  and  abdi- 
cated, Oct.  7 of  that  year,  in  favour  of  his 
son,  William  Frederick,  the  late  King  of 
Holland. 

2 Joseph  Bonaparte  was  the  eldest  brother. 
The  date  of  his  birth  is  not  certain,  as  his 
brother  Napoleon,  for  some  reason  which  is 
not  easy  to  explain,  assigned  at  various  times 
different  dates  for  the  birth  of  himself  and 
his  brothers.  Probably  b.  Jan.  7,  176(5,  d. 


July  28,  1844;  m.  Aug.  1,  1794,  Marie 
Julie,  dau.  of  M.  Nicholas  Clary,  a merchant 
at  Marseilles. 

® Charles  Maurice,  Prince  de  Talleyrand 
Perigord.  Though  an  eldest  son  he  was,  be- 
cause he  had  a club  foot,  put  into  the  Church, 
and  became  Bishop  of  Autiin : b.  Feb.  2, 
1754,  d.  May  17,  1838  ; m.  (having  been 
relieved  from  his  vows  a month  before) 
Aug.  20,  1802,  the  divorced  wife  of  M. 
Grand,  previously  mentioned.  She  had  lived 
some  years  with  him  as  his  mistress. 

* Besides  the  public  and  private  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  Peace  of  Amiens  exist- 
ing in  this  country,  there  is  an  almost  equal 
mass  at  Paris.  Through  the  kindness  of  the 
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Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Secret  and  Confidential.] 

My  Lord,  Downing  street,  Nov.  l,  iso l. 

. . . The  conduct  of  the  King  of  Prussia  respecting 

Hanover,  has  excited  a degree  of  suspicion  and  uneasiness  with 
regard  to  his  ultimate  views  on  that  Electorate,  which  the  evasive 
answers  and  general  character  of  the  Prussian  Cabinet  are  by  no 
means  calculated  to  remove.  I am  not  wholly  without  hopes  that 
the  next  mail  may  bring  some  explicit  and  satisfactory  declaration 
on  the  part  of  His  Prussian  Majesty,  in  which  case  I shall  imme- 
diately despatch  a messenger  to  your  Lordship  with  the  intelli- 
gence. But,  if  I should  be  disappointed  in  this  expectation,  you 
will,  in  that  case,  take  an  early  opportunity  of  having  a con- 
fidential communication  with  the  French  Government  on  this 
subject.  You  cannot  find  it  difficult  to  make  them  sensible  how 
contrary  it  would  be  to  the  interests  of  France,  that  the  King  of 
Prussia  should  be  permitted  to  possess  himself  of  so  large  an 
extension  of  territory,  and  you  will  assm-e  the  French  Government 
that  any  exertion  on  their  part  to  effect  the  restoration  of  Hanover 
to  its  lawful  sovereign,  would  be  felt  in  this  country  as  the  first 
fruits  of  that  good  understanding  which  is  about  to  be  so  happily 
established  between  the  two  Governments. 

The  situation  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  is  the  next  point  to 
which  I would  call  your  Lordship’s  attention.  In  all  your  private 
and  public  communications  on  tliis  subject,  you  will  take  care  to 
state  expressly  that  His  Majesty  never  had  it  in  contemplation 
for  a moment  to  abandon  the  interests  of  that  illustrious  House ; 
and  that  when  he  consented  to  withdraw  the  article  respecting 
them  from  the  preliminary  treaty,  it  was  only  on  the  ground  that 
those  interests  were  actually  arranging  in  another  quarter.  If, 
therefore,  no  effectual  and  suitable  provision  shall  have  been  made 
for  that  Prince  previous  to  the  signature  of  the  definitive  treaty. 
His  Majesty  will  feel  himself  called  upon  to  insert  it  in  an  article 
for  that  purpose,  and  you  wiU  endeavour  strongly  to  impress 
on  the  mind  of  the  First  Consul  the  manifest  justice  of  such  an 
expectation. 

The  re-establishment  of  the  King  of  Sardinia^  is  the  only 
remaining  topic  to  which  I shall  for  the  present  have  occasion  to 

French  Government  the  Editor  was  allowed  d.  Oct.  6,  1819,  having  abdicated  June  4, 
to  inspect  them.  A large  portion  of  them  1802;  m.  Aug.  27,  1773,  Marie  Adelaide 
have  been  published  by  M.  du  Casse  in  his  CJotilde  Zaviere,  dau.  of  Louis,  Dauphin  of 
Life  of  Josejdi  Bonaparte.  France,  and  granddaughter  of  Louis  XV. 

1 Charles  Emanuel  IV.,  b.  May  24,  1751, 
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advert.  But  before  your  Lordship  has  any  direct  communication 
with  the  French  Government  on  the  affairs  of  His  Sardinian 
Majesty,  it  would  be  desirable  that  you  shoidd  have  a confidential 
interview  with  the  Bussian  Minister  at  Paris.  He  is  a man  in 
whom  Count  Woronzow^  seems  to  place  confidence,  and  by  whom, 
he  assures  me,  your  Lordship  will  be  treated  without  reserve.  You 
will,  I trust,  be  able  to  learn  from  him  not  only  what  His  Im]3erial 
Majesty  may  have  been  able  to  effect  in  favoiu’  of  that  unfortunate 
monarch,  but  all  that  has  passed  between  the  French  and  Russian 
Governments  respecting  him.  Your  Lordship  would  by  this  means 
be  enabled  to  judge  what  are  the  real  views  of  the  First  Consul 
with  regard  to  Piedmont,  and  what  chance  there  is  of  succeeding 
in  what  remains  to  be  attempted  for  the  King  of  Sardinia  through 
the  influence  of  Great  Britain.  Important,  however,  as  it  is  that 
your  Lordsliip  should  cultivate  the  confidence  and  intimacy  of 
Count  Marcofif,^  I am  not  of  opinion  that  anything  would  be  gained 
by  a joint  interference  on  the  part  of  England  and  Russia  in  this 
business.  I am,  on  the  contrary,  inclined  to  tliink  that,  desirable 
as  it  is  that  both  should  agree  to  press  the  restoration  of  Piedmont 
to  His  Sardinian  Majesty,  the  First  Consul  would  be  more  likely 
to  listen  to  their  separate  than  to  their  joint  representations  on  this 
subject.  . . . 

The  two  first — the  evacuation  of  Hanover  by  the  troops  of 
His  Prussian  Majesty,  and  a suitable  provision  for  the  House  of 
Orange — are  objects  so  interesting  to  this  country,  that  your  Lord- 
sliip  will  not  fail  to  press  them  with  all  the  earnestness  which  they 
so  justly  demanded.  The  third  and  last  point,  namely  the  restitu- 
tion of  Piedmont  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  must  be  urged,  in  some 
measure  in  proportion  to  the  prospect  of  accomplishing  it.  Much 
as  His  Majesty  interests  himself  in  the  re-estabhshment  of  that 
Prince,  and  sincerely  anxious  as  he  feels  for  the  independence  of 
the  North  of  Italy,  he  thinks  it  right  to  consider  these  as  objects 
which  must  be  made  subordinate  to  higher  interests,  and  not  be 
suffered  to  risk  or  to  retard  the  general  peace  of  Europe. 

I have,  &c., 

Hawkesbury. 


1 Corate  Siraon  Woronzow,  b.  June  26, 
1744,  d.  June  21,  1832,  and  was  buried  in  St. 
Marylebone  church  ; ra.  1781,  Catherine,  dau. 
of  Admiral  Simiavin.  Ambassador  in  Eng- 
land from  1784  to  1800.  He  spent  many 
years  in  England,  and  his  daughter  m.  George, 


11th  Earl  of  Pembroke. 

® Comte  Arcadi  Ivanovitch  Marcoff.  His 
family  were  in  poor  circumstances,  but  he 
was  protected  by  Zubow.  He  died  about 
1819,  a very  old  man. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  EOSS,  Paris,  Nov.  8,  1801. 

I have  only  to  tell  you  that,  after  some  impediments  from 
the  weather  both  by  land  and  sea,  we  arrived  yesterday  at  this 
great  capital,  which,  however  it  may  appear  to  others,  furnishes 
me  only  with  the  most  melancholy  reflections. 

This  morning  I waited  on  Talleyrand,  who  was  personally 
civil,  and  said  that  Bonaparte  was  “ empresse  de  me  voir but  he 
doubted  whether  he  could  do  so  to-morrow,  as  after  11  o’clock 
no  carriages  would  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  streets,  on  account 
of  the  fete.  This  fete  does  not,  like  ours,  consist  of  eating  and 
drinking,  or  levees  and  balls,-  but  is  solely  confined  to  illuminations 
and  fireworks,  of  which  I believe  I shall  not  be  a sjjectator,  as  it  is 
impossible  to  see  them  without  wading  through  a great  deal  of 
mud. 

It  is  yet  uncertain  whether  Bonaparte  intends  to  allow  me  a 
private  interview,  on  which  circumstance  depends  the  possibility 
that  my  journey  to  Paris  may  be  attended  with  any  public  benefit. 
Although  I have  had  nothing  to  tell  you,  yet  as  His  Majesty’s 
Ministers,  as  well  as  yourself,  may  be  impatient  to  hear  even  that 
nothing,  I have  thought  it  advisable  to  send  away  a messenger. 

And  believe  me,  Ac., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Paris,  Nov.  10,  1801. 

. . . I have  had  this  morning  my  first  audience,  at 

which  Talleyrand,  of  course,  was  present.  Bonaparte  was  gracious 
to  the  highest  degvee  ; he  inquired  particularly  after  His  Majesty 
and  the  state  of  his  health,  and  spoke  of  the  British  nation  in 
terms  of  great  respect,  intimating  that  as  long  as  we  remained 
friends  there  would  be  no  interruption  of  the  peace  of  Europe. 

I told  him  that  the  horrors  which  succeeded  the  Eevolution  had 
created  a general  alarm  ; that  all  the  neighbouring  nations  dreaded 
the  contagion;  that  when  for  the  happiness  of  mankind,  and  of 
France  in  particular,  he  was  called  to  fill  his  present  station,  we 
knew  him  only  as  a hero  and  a conqueror ; but  the  good  order  and 
tranquillity  which  the  country  now  enjoyed  made  us  respect  him 
as  a statesman  and  a legislator,  and  had  removed  our  apprehen- 
sions of  having  connexion  and  intercourse  with  France. 
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Lauriston^  informed  me  that  the  First  Consul  would  see  me 
without  the  presence  of  a third  person  before  my  departure  for 
Amiens,  but  this  information  became  less  interesting  to  me  since  the 
good  news  which  you  have  imparted  to  me  respecting  Hanover.^ 
The  concourse  of  people  at  the  fireworks  last  night  was  very 
great,  no  carriages  were  allowed  to  pass  but  those  of  the  Foreign 
Ministers,^  and  as  I drove  tlirough  them  I was  astonished  to  find 
such  a multitude  so  perfectly  quiet,  and  I heard  nothing  near  my 
coach  but  expressions  of  civility.  j ^m,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Memorandum. 


[Received  Nov.  11.] 

Saturday,  Nov.  7,  1801. 

His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants  having  taken  into  their 
consideration  the  memorandum  presented  yesterday  by  M.  Otto, 
are  led  to  observe  that  the  armament  intended  for  St.  Domingo  ^ 
by  the  French  Government,  cannot  fail  to  excite  great  uneasiness 
in  this  country,  particularly  as  ships  of  the  line,  equipped  and 
armed  as  such,  can  neither  be  necessary  nor  useful  for  the  purpose 
of  conveying  troops  nor  for  the  professed  object  of  the  expedition ; 
and  that  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  naval  part  of  the  armament 
must  occasion  such  measures  of  precaution  on  our  part  as  would  be 
productive  of  an  enormous  expense,  and,  as  we  are  disposed  to 
believe,  an  useless  one,  from  the  opinion  which  we  entertain  of  the 
real  views  of  the  French  Government. 

It  is  therefore  thought  advisable  that  Lord  Cornwallis  be 
instructed  to  protest  against  the  sending  out  a force  so  constituted 
as  that  described  in  M.  Otto’s  communication,  and  to  declare  that 
the  British  Government  cannot  consent  to  it. 

With  respect  to  the  wish  that  has  been  expressed  of  obtaining 
a supply  of  provisions  at  J amaica,  there  will  be  every  disposition 
to  give  effect  to  it  as  far  as  the  means  of  the  island  may  extend, 
but  that  no  means  applicable  to  that  purpose  would  be  found  to 
exist,  if  we  should  be  compelled  to  send  a large  British  force  to 
that  quarter. 


1 Jacques  Alexandre  Bernard  Law,  Mar- 
quis de  Lauriston,  Marechal  de  France,  great- 
nephew  of  the  celebrated  Law,  descended 
from  an  old  Scotch  family  long  settled  in 
France;  b.  Feb.  1,  1768,  at  Pondicherry, 
where  his  father  was  Governor;  d.  June  11, 
1828 ; m.  Dec.  5,  1789,  Antoinette  Julie, 
dau.  of  General  Le  Due.  Inspector-General 
of  Artillery. 

2 Lord  Hawkesbuxy,  in  a despatch  dated 
Nov.  6,  stated  that  Lord  Carysfort,  then 
Minister  at  Berlin,  had  announced  the  imme- 


diate evacuation  of  Hanover  by  the  Prussians. 

^ The  exception  was  made  in  favour  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  alone,  of  which  probably  at 
the  moment  he  was  not  aware. 

The  fleet  consisted  of  22  sail-of-the-line 
(including  5 Spanish),  17  frigates,  and  some 
smaller  vessels,  carrying  25,000  land  troops. 
They  sailed  Dec.  14,  Admiral  Villaret  Joyeuse 
commanding  the  fleet,  and  General  Le  Clerc 
the  army.  They  were  afterwards  reinfoiced 
with  7 sail-of-the-line  and  4 frigates,  under 
Admirals  Gantheaume  and  Lenoir. 
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Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.]  Received  Nov.  17. 

J\Iy  dear  Lord,  ' Downing  Street,  Nov.  14,  1801. 

I liave  received  the  favoiu’  of  tliree  private  letters  from  you, 
for  which  I return  you  many  thanks.  Your  letter  of  the  10th, 
which  arrived  this  morning,  was  particularly  interesting,  and  leads 
me  to  hope  that  before  you  leave  Paris  you  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  settling  in  substance  with  Bonaparte  personally,  the 
principal  points  that  remain  to  be  determined  by  the  definitive 
treaty.  There  certainly  cannot  be  the  least  objection  to  your 
listening  to  anything  Talleyrand  may  have  to  say,  and  to  your 
entermg  into  any  explanations  with  him  which  may  appear  to  you  to 
be  lilcely  to  facilitate  the  speedy  termination  of  the  business.  At 
the  same  time  you  are  probably  apprised  tlmt  he  is  a person  who 
is  likely  to  take  every  unfair  advantage  in  conducting  business 
^’ith  others,  and  should  therefore  be  treated  with  more  than  usual 
caution  and  circumspection.  I send  your  Lordship  a copy  of  the 
despatch  I received  yesterday  from  Lord  St.  Helens,  with  the 
answer  of  the  Bussian  Government  to  our  proposition  respecting 
IMalta.  You  will  perceive  by  it  that  even  if  the  French  Govern- 
ment were  disposed  to  agree  to  a Kussian  garrison  being  introduced 
into  the  island,  the  sentiments  of  the  Bussian  Government  render 
an  arrangement  of  this  kind  absolutely  impracticable.  I under- 
stand, however,  from  Count  Woronzow  that  the  Emperor  of  Bussia  ^ 
would  undertake  the  guarantee  of  the  island,  and  he  appears 
anxious  that  the  garrison  should  be  under  the  command  of  the 
King  of  Naples^  as  suzerain  of  the  island.  I hope  to  be  able  to 
send  you  in  a few  days  more  precise  instructions  on  this  subject. 

If  the  French  Government  shall  adopt  the  idea  of  sending 
a part  of  their  forces  to  the  West  Indies  in  ships  of  the  line, 
disarmed  and  dismantled,  it  will  be  proper  that  some  means  should 
be  adopted  (of  as  little  suspicious  and  offensive  a nature  as  possible) 
of  ascertaining  that  this  is  really  the  case. 

The  debates  in  both  houses  of  Parliament  on  the  Peace  and  on 
the  Bussian  Convention  have  gone  off  as  well  as  possible.^  Lord 
Grenville  has  met  with  very  little  support,  and  has  produced  lio 

L-Mexander  I.,  Emperor  of  Russia,  b.  Dec.  23,  ® There  were  several  debates  on  thisques- 

1777,  d.  Dec.  1, 1825 ; m.  Oct.  9,  1793,  Louise  tion  in  both  Houses:  one  in  the  House  of 
Jdarie,  dau.  of  Frederick,  Grand  Duke  of  Baden.  Lords  Nov.  3,  when  Government  had  a majo- 
2 Ferdinand  IV.,  King  of  Naples,  b.  Jan.  rity  of  114  to  10.  Another  in  the  same 
12,  1751,  d.  Jan.  4,  1825  ; m.  1st,  April  7,  House  on  the  13th,  and  three  in  the  House  of 
1708,  Maria  Caroline,  dau  of  Maria  Theresa  ; Commons,  Nov.  3 and  4,  and  13,  none  of  which 
2nd,  1815,  Duchess  de  Floridia.  were  followed  by  divisions. 
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effect.  I should  be  obliged  to  your  Lordship  if  you  would  desire 
Mr.  Merry  to  inform  us  from  time  to  time  of  any  observation  he 
may  make  on  the  internal  state  of  France,  and  of  the  views  of  the 
different  parties.  Amidst  your  more  important  concerns  I should 
be  unwilling  to  give  you  any  additional  trouble. 

I am,  with  great  truth  and  esteem, 

Hawkesbury. 

- $ 

Lord  Hawiu^sbury  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.]  Received  Nov.  18. 

My  Lord,  Downing  Street,  Nov.  16,  1801. 

In  my  despatch.  No.  5,  I informed  your  Lordship,  that  His 
Majesty’s  Government  had  no  objection  to  your  entering  into  dis- 
cussions at  Paris  with  the  French  Ministers  on  the  topics  which 
were  likely  to  become  the  subjects  of  negotiation  at  Amiens. 

The  point ' of  the  greatest  importance,  reserved  by  the  pre- 
liminary articles  for  arrangement  in  the  definitive  treaty,  is  that 
which  relates  to  the  island  of  Malta.  In  addition  to  the  instruc- 
tions with  which  your  Lordship  is  abeady  furnished  upon  this 
subject,  I have  received  His  Majesty’s  commands  to  communicate 
to  you  the  following  plan,  as  being  most  likely,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  to  form  an  arrangement  conformable  to  the  pre- 
liminary articles,  and  satisfactory  to  all  the  parties  interested  : — 

1st.  The  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  to  be  restored  upon 
the  principles,  and  in  the  form,  specified  in  His  Majesty’s  instruc- 
tions to  your  Lordship. 

2nd.  The  Maltese  natives  to  be  admissible  to  the  Order. 

3rd.  The  Civil  Government  of  the  island  to  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Order. 

4th.  The  rights  of  the  King  of  Naples  as  suzerain  of  the  island 
.to  be  maintained,  and  the  different  forts  in  the  island  to  be  under 
his  Sicilian  Majesty’s  command,  and  to  be  garrisoned  by  such 
troops  as  he  may  think  proper  to  appropriate  to  that  object. 

5th.  In  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  garrison,  the  French 
Eepublic,  having  abolished  the  commanderies  in  France  attached 
to  the  Order,  shall,  in  concert  with  His  Britannic  Majesty,  settle 
the  amount  of  the  sum  which  may  be  annually  requisite  for  this 
purpose,  in  addition  to  that  portion  of  the  revenues  of  the  island, 
which,  conformably  to  His  Majesty’s  instructions  to  your  Lordship, 
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was  proposed  to  be  applied  to  this  object,  and  the  payment  of  the 
sum  so  settled  shall  be  divided  in  equal  proportions  between  the 
two  Powers. 

6th.  The  whole  of  this  arrangement  to  be  under  the  guaranty 
of  the  Emperor  of  Pnssia. 

I have  thought  it  right  to  state  this  arrangement  thus  briefly 
to  your  Lordship,  but  the  mode  of  bringing  it  forward  is  left  with 
confidence  to  your  Lordship’s  discretion.  j have,  (S:c., 

Hawkesbury. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  Marquis  Corwallis. 

[Secret  and  Confidential.]  Received  Nov.  18. 

My  Lord,  Downing  Street,  Nov.  16,  18G1. 

In  addition  to  what  I have  stated  in  my  other  despatch  of 
this  date  on  the  subject  of  Malta,  I think  it  right  to  inform  yom* 
Lordship  that  I have  reason  to  beheve  that  the  French  G-ovem- 
ment  was  particularly  hostile  to  the  admission  of  a Eussian  ganison 
in  that  island.  If,  therefore,  in  the  discussions,  which  you  may 
have  with  the  French  Government  on  this  point,  you  should 
perceive  or  understand  that  they  are  ignorant  of  the  proposal  made 
by  the  King’s  Government  to  the  Emperor  of  Eussia,  in  order  to 
obtain  a Eussian  garrison  for  Malta,  and  His  Imperial  Majesty’s 
rejection  of  it,  you  will  avail  yourself  of  this  circumstance  to 
represent  the  plan  now  proposed,  as  a concession  on  the  part  of  His 
Majesty,  and  as  being  the  least  likely  to  meet  with  any  solid  objec- 
tion on  the  part  of  France.  p have,  (S:c., 

Hawkesbury. 

^Iarquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Most  Secret  and  Con6dential.] 

My  Lord,  Pans,  Nov.  20, 1801. 

AMien  I mentioned  to  your  Lordship  in  my  letter  No.  1, 
that  this  Government  was  desirous  of  agitating  some  of  the  poiats 
of  negotiation  here  previous  to  the  meeting  at  Amiens,  and  sub- 
mitted to  you  how  far  such  a proceeding  would  be  approved  by  His 
Majesty’s  Ministers,  I was  led  to  beheve  that  I might  have  had 
inteiwiews  with  the  Fu^st  Consul,  and  that  the  business  would  have 
been  conducted  in  a more  hberal,  as  well  as  a more  expeditious 
manner  than  at  a formal  diplomatic  assembly. 
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I have,  however,  since  had  reason  to  believe  that  I am  not 
likely  to  be  favoured  with  any  confidential  interviews  with  the 
First  Consul,  and  that  the  only  difierence  between  my  transacting 
the  business  at  Paris  or  at  Amiens,  would  be  that  I should  have  to 
deal  with  Talleyrand  on  the  spot,  instead  of  negotiating  mth  him 
tlu’ough  the  medium  of  Joseph  Bonaparte,  who  has  the  character 
of  being  a well-meaning,  although  not  a very  able,  man,  and  whose 
near  connexion  with  the  First  Consul  might  perhaps  be  in  some 
degi'ee  a check  on  the  spirit  of  chicanery  and  intrigue  which  the 
Minister  of  the  Exterior  so  eminently  possesses. 

IS  otwithstanding  the  encouragement  held  out  by  Lauriston,  of 
which  I informed  your  Lordship  in  my  letter,  dated  the  10th 
instant,  Bonaparte  has  sho^vn  no  disposition  to  see  me,  either 
publicly  or  privately,  since  the  first  interview,  and  he  has  put  off 
the  parade,  which  was  fixed  for  Monday  last,  the  16th  instant, 
which  offered  the  only  opportunity  of  presenting  the  gentlemen 
who  accompanied  me,  until  the  6th  of  December  (15th  Frimaire), 
although,  according  to  usage,  there  should  have  been  a parade  on 
the  1st  Frimaire. 

Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  I can  hardly  believe 
that  I could  obtain  any  advantage  by  formally  demanding  an 
audience,  without  the  support  of  the  jMinister,  for  wliich,  since  the 
happy  deliverance  of  Hanover,  the  situation  of  the  Stadholder  and 
of  the  King  of  Sardinia  would  afford  but  a flimsy  pretext,  as  they 
may  be  mentioned  at  my  audience  of  leave,  which  will  be  a matter 
of  course. 

It  is  besides  necessary  to  bring  to  an  explicit  declaration  the 
cession  of  Ceylon  and  Trinidad,  which  cannot  be  so  easily  evaded 
or  protracted  at  a formal  meeting  at  Amiens,  as  at  desultory  and 
unofficial  conversations  in  the  apartments  of  the  Minister,  who, 
from  what  I learn,  will  have  much  difficulty,  and  must  be  driven  to 
use  strong  measures  with  his  allies,  especially  with  Spain,  before  he 
can  obtain  their  acquiescence. 

Besides  the  formal  cession  of  Ceylon  and  Trinidad,  by  the 
respective  Governments  of  Spain  and  Holland,  there  remain  no 
points  of  much  consideration  to  be  adjusted,  except  Malta,  and  the 
proposition  of  receiving  Tobago  in  lieu  of  a part  of  the  money  due 
for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners. 

The  fii’st  is  a matter  of  such  infinite  difficulty  that  I think  it 
hardly  possible  to  devise  arrangements  that  wdll  not  be  liable  to 
many  objections;  but,  on  the  whole,  I am  inclined  to  think 'that 
the  plan,  which  is  proposed  in  your  Lordship’s  despatch  No.  7, 
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is  the  best  that  can  be  adopted  under  the  present  circumstances, 
and  it  is  perfectly  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the  4th  article  of  the 
preliminaries.  Your  Ijordship  may  be  assured  that  I shall  give 
the  most  serious  consideration  with  regard  to  the  time  and  mode  of 
bringing  it  forward.  . . . 

Our  claim  for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners  must  be  clearly 
made  out,  and,  as  it  must  be  a long  matter  of  account,  it  will  be 
some  time  before  the  question  of  Tobago  can  be  brought  to  issue. 

Having  maturely  weighed  all  these  circumstances,  it  appeared 
to  me  that  a great  advantage  would  be  given  to  the  French  Grovern- 
ment,  if  I should  engage  so  far  in  the  negotiation  here  as  to 
render  it  difficult  for  me  to  transfer  the  seat  of  it  to  Amiens,  and 
on  that  account  I sent  the  note  (a  copy  of  which  and  of  his  answer 
I herewith  enclose)  to  the  Minister.  On  finding,  however,  yester- 
day, when  I saw  him  after  receiving  your  Lordship’s  despatch  of 
the  17th  instant,  that  M.  Otto  had  communicated  to  him  the 
acquiescence  of  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  in  my  commencing  the 
negotiation  here,  I told  him  that  the  treaty  must  be  agitated  and 
concluded  at  Amiens,  for  which  place  I proposed  to  set  out  about 
the  6th  or  7th  Frimaire  (26th  or  27th  of  November),  and,  that  in 
the  mean  time,  I should  be  ready  to  converse  with  him  on  any 
points  which  might  be  forwarded  by  a private  discussion. 

From  the  enclosed  note  of  Talleyrand’s,  as  well  as  from  other 
information,  it  appears  that  Joseph  Bonaparte  and  myself  are  the 
only  Plenipotentiaries  that  are  to  repair  to  Amiens,  at  least  in  the 
first  instance ; I should  therefore  wish  to  receive  His  Majesty’s 
commands  whether,  if  I should  see  no  probability  of  the  arrival  of  a 
Minister  from  Spain  or  Holland,  I should  require  the  concurrence 
of  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  part  of  those  Powers,  if  it  should  be  only 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  valid  the  acquisitions  which  are  to  be 
surrendered  to  us  by  the  treaty. 

When  I made  the  usual  visit  to  the  Foreign  Ministers  here 
immediately  after  my  audience  of  the  First  Consul,  I omitted  to 
send  cards  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Helvetic,  Cisalpine,  and  Ligurian 
Hepublics,  because  I considered  that  such  a visit  in  form  from  me, 
would  at  once  be  taken  as  an  acknowledgment  of  those  Govern- 
ments on  the  part  of  His  Majesty,  and  I do  not  know  whether  His 
IMajesty’s  Ministers  may  think  proper  that  it  should  take  place  at 
the  present  moment.  j have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


1801. 


ENGLAND  AND  AMIENS. 


397 


Colonel  Littlehales  to  Majoe-General  Ross. 

My  dear  Sir,  Paris,  Nov.  21,  1801. 

A variety  of  circumstances,  as  well  as  an  anxious  desire  to 
see  as  mucli  of  Paris  as  possible,  have  prevented  me  from  writing 
to  you  at  an  earlier  period ; I have  now  the  satisfaction  to  mention 
tliat  Lord  Cornwallis  continues  in  perfect  health,  and  proposes  to 
proceed  to  Amiens  in  six  or  seven  days. 

Lord  Cornwallis  has  received  very  marked  attention  from  all 
descriptions  of  persons  here,  but  he  has  seldom  seen  the  Fu’st 
Consul,  nor  has  any  of  liis  suite  been  presented  to  him ; his  Lord- 
ship  has,  however,  dined  with  most  of  the  French  Ministers,  and  at 
the  Opera,  a few  nights  since,  he  was  greeted  with  loud  and  general 
acclamations. 

I accompanied  Lord  Cornwallis  yesterday  to  see  the  ceremony 
of  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  Corps  Legislatif ; the  Members 
were  all  in  costume,  but  the  procession  had  more  the  appearance 
of  an  exhibition  on  the  stage,  or  even  of  a puppet-show,  than  a 
solemn  proceeding  of  a legislative  body ; and  in  many  parts  of  the 
House,  or  at  least  at  the  doors  of  it,  centinels,  with  fixed  bayonets, 
were  planted,  and  in  all  the  avenues  leading  to  it  detachments  of 
troops  were  posted. 

France  may  perhaps,  in  the  opinion  of  some  people,  possess  the 
semblance  of  liberty,  but  as  for  the  reality,  it  is  totally  out  of  the 
question  at  present,  as  no  government  is  so  despotic.  There  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  society,  comparatively  speaking,  in  Paris,  as 
the  theatres,  which  are  numerous,  are  constantly  crowded,  and 
they  are  the  only  places  of  general  resort.  The  Eevolution  seems 
to  have  made  a serious  and  melancholy  alteration  in  the  manners 
of  the  people  of  this  country. 

As  Singleton  is  going  to  England  to-morrow,  and  as  you  will 
see  him  on  his  arrival  in  London,  I shall  not  add  further  than  that 
I am  with  great  regard,  &c.,  E.  B.  Littlehales. 

Heads  of  Conversation  between  Lord  Cornwallis  and  M.  Joseph 

Bonaparte. 

Paris,  Nov.  24,  1801. 

M.  Joseph  Bonaparte,  on  his  arrival  this  morning  at  my 
hotel,  before  we  proceeded  to  business,  declared  that  his  intention 
was  to  deal  fairly  and  openly,  that  he  was  a stranger  to  the  diplo- 
matic arts,  and  should  not  attempt  to  gain  any  point  by  cunning 
or  chicanery,  and  that  he  made  no  doubt,  from  my  character  and 
the  line  of  life  in  wliich  I had  been  engaged,  that  I should  approve 
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of  those  sentiments,  and  readily  concur  with  him  in  the  determi- 
nation to  act  on  the  principles  which  he  had  avowed,  during  the 
whole  progress  of  our  intercourse. 

On  going  through  the  preliminary  articles,  M.  Bonaparte 
stopped  at  the  4th,  and  began  by  stating  the  right  of  suzerainetd  of 
the  King  of  Naples,  and  seemed,  as  Lord  Cornwallis  thought, 
to  point  him  out  as  the  proper  power  for  the  guarantee ; on  which 
the  latter  observed,  that,  although  there  certainly  was  a right  of 
suzerainete  in  the  King  of  Naples,  yet  the  condition  of  that  Prince 
could  hardly  be  considered  of  sufficient  weight  in  Europe  to  render 
him  a proper  guarantee  between  two  nations  circumstanced  as 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  that  any  guarantee  must  be  looked 
upon  as  nugatory  unless  it  was  vested  in  one  of  the  superior  Powers. 
Bonaparte  coincided  in  this  opinion,  and  mentioned  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  as  the  proper  guarantee,  but  deprecated  his  putting 
a Russian  garrison  into  Malta,  which  measure  would  give  liim  a 
claim  to  a passage  through  the  Dardanelles,  and  in  many  respects 
would  tend  to  the  speedy  dissolution  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  and 
probably  to  the  interruption  of  the  peace  of  Europe ; and  then  he 
proposed  nearly  word  for  word  the  plan  suggested  by  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury,  wliich  circumstance  made  Lord  Cornwallis  suspect  that  the 
person  who  assisted  him  in  forming  a project  so  similar  to  that  of 
our  Government,  might  likewise  have  communicated  the  refusal  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  give  a garrison.  The  latter,  therefore, 
only  observed  that  he  was  glad  to  find  that  on  the  whole  the  senti- 
ments of  M.  Bonaparte  were  consistent  with  the  spmt  and  meaning 
of  the  preliminary  article,  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  speak 
decidedly  on  the  subject,  but  should  apply  for  His  Majesty’s  instruc- 
tions, which  he  should  probably  receive  about  the  time  of  their 
meeting  at  Amiens. 

On  reading  the  6th  article,  Bonaparte  admitted  that  the  treaty 
of  Madrid  was  entirely  done  away,  and  that  the  treaty  of  Badajoz  ^ 
alone  remained  in  force.^  Lord  Cornwallis  mentioned  how  earnestly 
we  desired  that  the  small  territory  of  Olivenza  should  remain  in 


' The  war  between  Spain  and  Portugal 
having  been  brought  on  only  through  the 
anxiety  of  Bonaparte  to  acquire  some  means, 
by  conquests  of  Spain  in  Portugal,  to  offer 
compensation  to  England  in  lieu  of  demands 
she  might  make,  both  Spain  and  Portugal 
were  desirous  at  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
restore  peace,  and  accordingly,  June  6,  1801, 
a treaty  between  them  was  signed  at  Badajoz, 
by  v/hich  Portugal  surrendered  Olivenza  and 
a few  villages  on  the  Guadiana,  to  Spain. 
Bonaparte  was  indignant  at  this  arrangement. 


and  refused  to  be  a party  to  it,  but  made  a 
treaty  himself  with  Portugal  at  Madrid,  Sept. 
29,  1801,  by  which  a considerable  portion  of 
Portuguese  Guiana  was  ceded  to  France.  It 
was  understood  that  there  was  also  a secret 
article  by  which  Portugal  bound  herself  to 
pay  France  30,000,000  francs. 

Joseph  Bonaparte  had  been  kept  in  pro- 
found ignorance  of  the  secret  articles  added 
to  the  treaties  of  Badajoz  and  Madrid,  and 
to  the  preliminary  articles  signed  in  London. 
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the  hands  of  the  Portuguese,  but  as  he  knew  how  much  dif- 
ficulty the  French  experienced  at  present  in  forcing  the  Spaniards 
to  give  up  Trinidad,  he  did  not  think  proper  to  press  this  matter 
seriously. 

Bonaparte  seemed  surprised  when  Lord  Cornwallis  told  him, 
after  reading  the  10th  article,  that  the  charge  against  France  for 
the  maintenance  of  prisoners  was  very  considerable,  and  said  that 
no  charge  of  that  kind  had  been  made  by  either  party  in  the  war 
on  the  Continent.  Lord  Cornwallis  said  that  he  believed  in  the 
present  instance  that  the  case  was  very  different,  and  that  England 
had  for  a considerable  time  maintained  the  French  prisoners  in 
England,  and  at  the  same  period  paid  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
English  prisoners  in  France ; that  he  would  apply  for  a detailed 
account,  and  if  it  should  be  admitted  to  be  a just  charge,  and  that 
the  sum  should  be  large,  there  might  be  a means  of  liquidating  the 
greater  part  of  it  and  at  the  same  time  doing  an  act  of  great  accom- 
modation to  the  British  Government,  by  giving  an  island  that  was 
intrinsically  of  no  great  value  to  either  country,  but  was  an  object 
of  our  earnest  wishes,  because  the  planters  were  all  subjects  of 
Great  Britain ; and  that  although  Lord  Cornwallis  knew  that  the 
First  Consul  had,  during  the  negotiation,  objected  that  any  part  of 
those  dominions  of  France  which  it  possessed  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war  should  be  exacted  from  him,  yet  he  might  possibly  see  a 
proposition  of  this  nature  in  a different  light. 

In  the  13th  article  Bonaparte  observed  that  they  wished  for 
some  adjustment  about  the  fisheries,  when  Lord  Cornwallis 
answered,  that  he  was  not  sufficiently  conversant  in  that  business 
to  enter  into  particulars,  and  could  only  at  present  say  that  it  was 
a matter  in  which  the  British  Government  must  act  with  the 
utmost  caution,  as  any  improper  cession  in  that  article  would 
create  a most  violent  clamour,  and  be  attended  with  much  mis- 
chief; and  that  he  recollected  about  the  time  of  the  Peace  of  1762 
the  late  Lord  Chatham  had  threatened  to  call  the  Ministers  of  that 
day  to  a severe  account  if  they  gave  up  any  points  that  might  be 
prejudicial  to  the  British  fisheries  at  Newfoundland. 

No  objections  or  observations  were  made  by  either  party  on 
any  of  the  other  articles. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Secret.] 

My  LoED,  Amiens,  Dec.  3, 1801. 

I acquainted  your  Lordship  in  my  despatch  No.  9,  with  my 
intention  to  leave  Paris  on  the  29th  ult.,  in  order  to  proceed  to 
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this  place ; my  desire  however  to  have  some  conversation  with  the 
Minister  of  the  Exterior,  after  my  interview  with  the  First  Consul, 
induced  me  to  defer  my  journey  until  the  30th,  on  the  evening  of 
which  day  I met  at  Clermont  the  messenger  charged  with  your 
Lordship’s  despatches. 

The  28th  ult.  was  fixed  for  my  taking  leave  of  the  First  Consul, 
when  he  admitted  me  to  a conference  of  about  half  an  hour,  with- 
out the  presence  of  a third  person. 

He  began  the  conversation  by  assurances  of  his  earnest  deske 
for  peace,  and  avowed  that  it  was  much  wanted  for  his  country, 
which  had  entirely  lost  its  commerce,  and  in  a great  degree  ex- 
hausted its  pecuniary  resources,  adding,  you  see  that  I conceal 
nothing,  et  que  je  parle  franchement he  desired  only  to  adhere, 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  definitive  treaty,  to  the  full  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  preliminary  articles,  and  as  I should  find  M.  Joseph 
Bonaparte  a just  and  fair  man,  he  made  no  doubt  that  everything 
would  be  speedily  adjusted. 

I then  represented  the  King’s  sincere  desire  for  a lasting  peace, 
and  stated,  that  His  Majesty  had  no  wish  to  concern  himself  about 
the  mode  of  Government  which  France  might  tliink  proper  to 
adopt,  provided  it  was  compatible  with  the  happiness  and  safety  of 
the  neighbouring  nations,  and  that  He  was  sensible  of  the  merit  of 
the  First  Consul  in  having  rescued  his  country  from  the  confusion 
and  anarchy  by  which  it  had  been  so  long  oppressed.  I urged  the 
consent  which  the  British  Government  had  given  to  the  departure 
of  the  fleet  destined  for  St.  Domingo  (which  measure,  exclusively 
of  the  expense  wdth  which  it  would  be  attended  by  our  being 
obliged  to  send  so  many  ships  to  the  West  Indies,  might  occasion 
great  clamour  and  bring  much  censure  upon  them),  as  a proof  that 
there  remained  no  ill-disposition  on  their  part  towards  this  country, 
but  that  on  the  contrary  they  were  willing  to  make  considerable 
sacrifices  in  order  to  cultivate  a good  understanding.  The  Consul 
replied,  that  he  had  been  much  chagrined  by  my  remonstrance 
against  the  sailing  of  the  fleet ; that  if  we  had  persisted  he  should 
have  abandoned  the  expedition,  and  have  endeavoured  to  make 
some  agreement  with  Toussaint,^  however  disadvantageous  it  might 
have  been ; that  he  was  ready  to  give  up  everything  for  our  satis- 
faction hormis  I’honneur but  no  consideration  should  have 
induced  him  to  have  taken  the  guns  from  his  ships,  when  they 
were  armed  and  ready  for  sea.  He  afterwards  observed,  that  we 
were  materially  interested  in  the  reduction  of  Toussaint’s  power, 

^ Toussaint  TOuverture,  b.  1743,  d.  April  captured  by  the  French,  by  stratagem,  in 
27,  1803.  He  had  govei'ned  a large  part  of  1802,  and  conveyed  to  France,  where  he  died, 
St.  Domingo  for  some  time,  when  he  was  not  without  suspicion  of  foul  play. 
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who  would  otherwise  establish  iu  the  West  Indies,  a.  piratical  state, 
like  those  of  Barbary,  to  the  material  injury  of  all  nations  which 
had  colonial  possessions  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe. 

After  this  digression  I drew  his  attention  to  the  subject  which 
first  induced  me  to  make  use  of  the  King’s  name,  by  expressing  in 
strong  terms  the  concern  which  His  Majesty  took  in  the  interests 
of  the  Stadtholder  and  the  House  of  Orange,  and  the  hopes  which 
He  entertained  that  a suitable  provision  would  be  made  for  that 
Prince  and  his  family;  the  First  Consul  expressed  warmly  the  gra- 
. tification  that  he  should  feel  at  being  able  to  do  any  act  that  would 
be  personally  acceptable  to  the  King,  of  which  he  desired  me  to 
convey  the  strongest  assurances.  He  said,  that  it  had  been  his 
intention  that  the  Prince  of  Orange  should  be  properly  considered 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  indemnities,  but  that  since  His  Majesty 
had  interfered  in  his  favour,  he  would  take  care  that  he  should 
have  a larger  portion  than  had  been  originally  intended. 

I was  not  so  fortunate  in  my  intercession  in  favour  of  the  King 
of  Sardinia,  for  whom  the  Consul  said,  that  it  was  out  of  his  power, 
after  the  conduct  which  he  had  lield,  to  make  any  provision,  except 
by  establishing  him  in  Sardinia  with  a pension  from  France ; that 
his  Sardinian  Majesty  had  rejected  the  offer  which  he  made  to 
him,  of  restoring  his  Piedmontese  territories,  after  the  battle  of 
]\Iarengo,  and  had,  at  that  time,  thrown  himself  into  the  hands  of 
another  power  (Russia)  ; and  that  he  (the  Consul)  could  not  now 
do  it,  without  disgusting  all  the  partizaiis  of  France  in  Piedmont, 
and  even  exposing  himself  to  much  discontent  at  home,  and  gave 
me  to  understand  that  no  hopes  could  be  entertained  on  that 
subject. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  preliminaries,  and  entered  more  at 
large  into  the  objections  to  the  admission  of  a Russian  garrison  into 
Malta  than  Joseph  Bonaparte  had  done  at  our  interview,  and  set 
forth  the  mischievous  consequences  with  which  it  might  be  attended 
as  well  to  England  as  to  France ; that  it  would  bring  the  Russian 
trade  through  the  southern  communication  of  the  Dardanelles 
instead  of  the  Baltic,  which  would  not  be  for  our  interest,  and  that 
the  Emperors  of  Russia  had  of  late  shown  themselves  to  be  such 
unsteady  politicians,  that  it  would  hardly  be  safe  for  either  party 
to  trust  implicitly  to  theF  faithful  discharge  of  so  important  a 
trust ; and  indeed  he  pressed  this  point  so  far  as  nearly  to  convince 
me  that  he  did  not  know  of  the  Emperor’s  refusal.  After  combating 
the  idea  of  a Russian  garrison,  he  proceeded  to  state,  that  even  if 
Malta  was  held  in  trust  by  a weaker  power  such  as  the  King  of 
Naples,  it  would  be  a constant  object  of  jealousy  between  England 
VOL.  III.  2 D 
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and  France,  and,  as  the  interest  of  either  country  might  prepon- 
derate in  Europe,  it  would  probably  be  able,  by  promises  or  by 
intimidation,  to  induce  the  feeble  power  to  depart  from  its  engage- 
ments. 

The  only  effectual  plan,  in  his  opinion,  to  remove  all  cause  of 
future  contention,  was  to  blow  up  the  fortifications,  which  would 
render  the  possession  of  the  island  an  object  of  no  material  conse- 
quence to  either  party,  but  if  there  appeared  to  be  any  advantage, 
it  certainly  lay  on  the  side  of  the  Power  which  was  the  strongest  at 
sea,  which  circumstance  must  acquit  him  of  being  actuated  by  any 
partial  motives  in  making  the  proposal. 

I represented  that  the  Knights  would  not  probably  choose  to 
take  possession  of  the  island  in  so  defenceless  a state,  where  they 
might  become  the  prey  of  a Barbary  corsair ; to  which  he  answered, 
that  “ it  was  not  necessary  to  have  works  like  the  present,  which 
had  cost  between  three  and  four  millions,  to  secure  them  against  the 
attack  of  pirates,  and  that  they  might  easily  erect  such  defences 
as  would,  with  a small  garrison,  protect  them  against  dangers  of 
that  nature,  without  in  any  degree  rendering  Malta  a place  of 
arms  that  would  be  an  object  of  importance  or  jealousy  to  the 
powers  of  Europe.”  I said,  “ that  having  received  no  instructions 
with  respect  to  a proposition  of  this  kind,  and  being  totally  unac- 
quainted with  the  sentiments  of  my  Government  thereupon,  I 
could  give  no  answer.”  I did  not  however  understand  that  he 
meant  to  make  a serious  objection  to  the  plan  proposed  by  Joseph 
Bonaparte,  as  mentioned  in  my  despatch,  No.  9.  I was  confirmed 
in  this  opinion  by  a conversation  which  I had  on  the  following 
day  mth  Talleyrand,  who  repeated  the  assurances  which  the  Fnst 
Consul  had  given,  that  they  should  be  satisfied  to  conclude  the  defi- 
nitive treaty  according  to  the  tenor  and  spirit  of  the  preliminary 
articles. 

The  First  Consul  then  proceeded  to  the  10th  article,  and  after 
expressing  some  doubts  whether  any  material  charge  could  with 
justice  be  made,  against  him  for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners,  he 
told  me,  that  he  could  be  induced  by  no  pecuniary  consideration  to 
give  up  the  island  of  Tobago,^  which  he  looked  upon  as  a disho- 
nourable act ; that  if  we  ^vished  for  it  because  it  was  an  English 
island,  he  would  exchange  it  for  a French  island,  several  of  which 
were  in  our  possession,  or  for  any  establishment  or  territory  in 
India,  and  dwelt  a considerable  time  on  the  latter  proposition,  and 


^ la  Talleyrand’s  first  instructions  to  ^ state,  verbally,  that  Tobago  might  be  given 
Joseph  Bonaparte,  dated  in  October,  he  ad-  up  to  England  upon  certain  terms,  not  con- 
mitted  that  M.  Otto  had  been  authorized  to  fined  to  an  exchange  of  islands. 
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pressed  that  we  should  give  him,  or  allow  him  to  negotiate  vuth 
the  Nabob  for  a few  leagues  round  Pondicherry,  to  help  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  that  establishment.  I told  him  that  I did  not  think 
it  probable,  that  His  Majesty  would  give  any  island  in  the  West 
Indies  for  Tobago,  but  I would  represent  what  he  had  pro- 
posed ; with  respect  however  to  India,  I could  venture  to  assure 
liim,  that  no  territory,  of  the  description  which  he  mentioned, 
could  be  of  any  service  to  liim  ; that  there  was  no  Nabob  with 
whom  he  could  treat ; and  that  I was  persuaded  that  His  Majesty’s 
Government  would  never  consent  to  a measure  that  could  only  tend 
to  embroil  the  two  nations ; upon  which  he  said  smiling,  Vous  etes 
bien  dur,”  and  observed  that,  if  there  should  be  a considerable 
balance  of  money  due  for  the  maintenance  of  prisoners,  he  hoped 
to  be  allowed  time  for  the  payment. 

He  then  proceeded  to  the  business  of  the  fisheries,  in  which  he 
said  that  the  ignorance  of  the  French  Ministers  had,  in  the  former 
treaty,  given  us  great  advantages  ; on  this  subject  I informed  him, 
that  any  proposition  wliich  might  be  made  by  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiary would  be  taken  by  me  ad  referendum ; but  that  I could 
not  encourage  him  to  hope  for  any  material  alteration. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  conference,  the  First  Consul  expressed 
a wish  that  we  could  agree  to  remove  disaffected  or  dangerous 
persons  from  either  country,  at  the  request  of  the  nation  to  which 
they  might  respectively  belong,  and  declared  his  willingness  to 
send  away  United  Irishmen.  And  he  then  stated,  that  the  attempt 
on  his  life  by  the  infernal  machine,  was  contrived  by  the  Count 
d’ Artois  ^ and  the  Archbishop  of  Arras.^  Considering  this  rather 
as  desultory  conversation,  I thought  it  most  prudent  to  make  no 
answer  or  observation. 

When  I saw  M.  Talleyrand  on  the  29th,  the  day  before  I left 
Paris,  I urged  him,  in  the  strongest  terms,  to  hasten  the  arrival  of 
the  Spanish  and  Dutch  plenipotentiaries  at  Amiens,  and  particu- 
larly asked  when  the  former  might  be  expected ; to  which  he  replied 
that  he  could  not  ascertain  that  fact,  as  the  Prince  of  Peace  ^ 
appeared  to  him  to  be  deranged  in  his  mind,  having  published  as 
an  expose  (after  the  manner  of  the  French)  that  he  had  made  peace 
with  Portugal,  after  having  gained  five  great  victories  and  taken 

* Comte  d’Artois,  afterwards,  Sept.  16,  ^ Don  Manuel  Godoy,  Due  d’Alcudia, 

1824,  Charles  X.,  b.  Oct.  9,  1757,  d.  Nov.  6,  Prince  of  Peace,  b.  May  12,  1767,  d.  1839  ; 
1836  ; m.  Nov.  16,  1773,  Marie  Therese,  dau.  m.  1st,  Sept.  11,  1797,  Maria  Teresa,  dau.  of 
of  Victor  Emanuel  III.,  King  of  Sardinia.  the  Infant  Don  Louis,  brother  of  Charles  III.  ; 
Abdicated  Aug.  2,  1830.  2nd,  Jan.  7,  1829  (his  first  wife  having  only 

2 Bishop,  not  Archbishop  of  Arras,  Louis  died  Nov.  24,  1828),  Dona  Josepha  Tudo, 
Marc  Fran9ois  Hilaire  de  Conzier,  b.  March  Comtesse  de  Castillo  Fie],by  whom  he  is  said 
13,  1732,  d.  Dec.  16,  1804.  lie  had  pre-  to  have  previously  had  several  children, 
viously  been  in  the  army. 
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nine  fortresses  at  the  point  of  liis  sword.  On  a repetition  however 
of  my  serious  remonstrances  on  the  necessity  that  the  island  of 
Trinidad  and  the  Dutch  possessions  in  Ceylon  should  be  formally 
ceded  to  us,  he  assured  me  that  the  French  Government  would 
take  care  that  these  points  should  be  settled  to  our  complete  satis- 
faction. 

]\[.  Joseph  Bonaparte  is  expected  here  this  evening,  and  I shall 
not  fail,  in  obedience  to  His  Majesty’s  commands,  to  state  to  him  the 
necessity  of  his  obtaining,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  from  the 
Spanish  and  Batavian  Governments,  a notification  of  their  distinct 
and  unqualified  accession  to  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  con- 
cluded between  His  Majesty  and  the  French  Bepublic. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Secret.] 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  Dec.  6,  1801. 

Agreeably  to  what  I had  the  honour  to  announce  to  your 
Lordship  in  my  last  despatch,  M.  Joseph  Bonaparte  arrived  here 
in  the  evening  of  the  3rd  instant. 

We  communicated  yesterday  to  each  other  our  full  powers,  and 
I transmit  enclosed  a copy  of  those  of  the  French  Minister,  which 
may  be  sufficient  unless  a Minister  shall  arrive  from  Portugal,  in 
which  case,  should  it  occur,  which  is  not  very  probable,  M.  Bona- 
parte said  he  would  immediately  procure  powers  to  treat  with  the 
Plenipotentiary  who  should  be  sent  from  that  country. 

As  soon  as  the  formabty  of  examining  the  full  powers  had  been 
gone  through,  I entered  with  the  French  Minister  on  the  subject 
of  your  Lordship’s  despatch  Ho.  8,  relative  to  the  necessity  there 
appeared  to  be  of  obtaining  from  the  Spanish  and  Batavian  Govern- 
ments a notification  of  their  accession  to  the  Preliminary  Articles, 
and  of  the  presence  at  the  Congress  of  Ministers  from  those  Powers, 
in  order  that  the  formal  cession  of  the  island  of  Trinidad,  and  of 
the  Dutch  possessions  in  Ceylon,  might  take  place,  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  which  we  of  course  considered  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  be  responsible.  M.  Bonaparte  admitted  this  in  the  fullest 
extent,  and  answered,  on  the  subject  of  the  arrival  of  Plenipo- 
tentiaries from  Spain  and  Holland,  that  Monsieur  de  Schimmel- 
penninck  ^ might  be  daily  expected  here  from  Paris  (there  seems 
indeed  to  be  no  reason  to  apprehend  any  delay  from  that  quarter)  ; 

Rutger  Jan  Schimmelpenninck,  b.  Oct.  m.  1788,  Catherine,  dau.  of  M.  P.  C.  Mahuis, 
31,  1761,  at  Deventer,  d.  March  26,  1825;  then  holding  high  office  in  Amsterdam. 
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but  that,  although  the  Spanish  Government  had  proved  their  ac- 
quiescence in  the  Preliminary  Articles  by  the  nomination  of  Connt 
Campo  d’  Alange  ^ to  be  the  Plenipotentiary,  and  had  sent  him 
orders  to  repair  to  this  place,  he  was  sorry  to  find  that  that 
]\Iinister,  who  was  actually  at  Padua,  had  been  under  the  necessity 
of  excusing  himself  from  undertaking  the  commission  on  account 
of  ill  health,  which  gave  room  to  fear  that  a considerable  time 
might  elapse,  especially  at  tJiis  unfavourable  season  of  the  year, 
before  the  person  who  might  be  appointed  in  his  room  could  make 
his  preparations  and  perform  so  long  a journey.  This  account  of 
the  state  of  things  with  respect  to  Spain  not  appearing  to  me  to 
afford  that  satisfaction  which  I had  been  instructed  to  obtain,  I 
have  delivered  to  M.  P)onaparte  a note  on  the  subject,  a copy  of 
which  I transmit  enclosed. 

As,  however,  the  delay  with  respect  to  Spain  could  form  no 
objection  to  our  proceeding  in  the  mean  time  to  arrange  the  Treaty 
between  His  Majesty  and  the  French  Kepublic,  M.  Bonaparte  pro- 
posed, either  that  we  should  begin  the  business  by  reducing  the 
Preliminary  Articles  into  the  form  of  a definitive  Treaty,  or  that 
one  of  the  parties  should  bring  forward  a projet  of  a Treaty 
founded  upon  them,  which  might  be  discussed,  and  to  which  tlie 
other  party  might  offer  any  objections  or  alterations ; and  he  left 
it  to  the  option  of  His  Majesty’s  Government  whether  they  would 
present  a projet,  or  whether  it  should  come  from  him.  Upon  which 
it  was  settled  that  I should  produce  the  projet ; and  I have  little 
doubt,  as  soon  as  I shall  receive  it  from  your  Lordship,  together 
with  His  Majesty’s  final  commands  in  regard  to  Malta,  that  the 
business  will  be  arranged  with  expedition. 

M.  Bonaparte  apprehended  there  might  be  some  difficulty  in 
the  article  respecting  the  prisoners.  But  as  the  First  Consul  has 
put  an  end  to  all  hopes  of  the  cession  of  the  island  of  Tobago,  and 
as  by  the  preliminary  article  the  matter  is  to  be  adjusted  according 
to  the  law  of  nations,  and  in  conformity  to  established  usage,  I 
cannot  conceive  that  it  will  require  a great  deal  of  time  to  settle 
the  question,  however  difficult  it  may  hereafter  prove  to  obtain  the 
payment. 

It  is  perhaps  necessary  that  I should  acquaint  your  Lordship, 
that  having  mentioned  as  a matter  of  com^se  that  the  Treaty  was 


1 Don  Manuel  de  Negrete  y de  la  Tone',  Amiens  Oct.  1801.  He  never  repaired  to 

b.  Jan.  15,  1736,  d.  March  13,  1818  ; in.  his  post,  but  was  sent  to  Lisbon  instead. 

Nov.  10,  1758,  Dona  Maria  Agustina  de  Created  July  27,  1808,  Due  de  Campo 

Adorno  y Sotomayor.  Made  Captain-General  Alange,  and  made  Minister  of  Foreign  Ailairs. 

Sept.,  and  Ambassador  to  Vienna,  Dec.  1795.  Afterwards  Ambassador  at  Paris,  where  he 

Named  Minister  for  the  Conferences  at  remained  till  the  entry  of  the  Allies,  1814. 
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to  be  made  in  the  two  languages,  French  and  English,  as  the  Pre- 
liminary Articles  had  been,  M.  Bonaparte  appeared  rather  to  have 
expected  that  the  French  language  alone  should  be  made  use  of. 
I trust,  however,  that  no  serious  difficulty  will  occur  on  this  head. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Amiens,  Dec.  7,  1801. 

You  will  easily  believe  that  the  life  which  I have  led  since 
we  parted  has  been  most  uncomfortable  and  tiresome.  I am  too 
much  a John  to  delight  in  foreign  society,  and  the  French  of  the 
present  day  have  all  the  disagreeable  qualities  of  the  old  French, 
without  the  accomplishments.  I had  two  interviews  with  Bona- 
parte, the  latter  for  about  half  an  hour  tete-a-tete.  He  is  quick, 
animated,  et  il  parle  en  Koi.  In  talking  of  public  affairs,  where 
F ranee  is  concerned,  the  language  is,  ‘‘  I would  rather  give  up ; it 
is  hard  upon  me ; I will  take  care  of  the  Stadtholder,”  &c.  &c. 
The  Government  is  that  of  a military  despotism,  in  most  respects 
wisely,  but  not  mildly  administered.  People  of  all  ranks  seem  to 
look  on  quiet  as  the  summum  bonum — ce  grand  homme  nous  a 
tranquillise.  God  knows  how  all  will  end,  but  I think  Bonaparte’s 
power  will  not  easily  be  shaken. 

I am  apprehensive  that  I shall  pass  a great  part  of  the  winter 
here,  for  the  Spaniards,  who  are  enraged  at  being  obliged  to  give 
up  Trinidad,  have  appomted  a man  who  either  is,  or  pretends  to 
be,  very  ill  at  Padua,  to  attend  our  negotiations  here.  The  French 
would  pass  over  this  difficulty,  but  it  seems  that  we  must  have  a 
formal  renunciation  from  Spain. 

I heartily  wish  it  was  all  over,  and  that  I could  get  back  again 
to  Culford,  from  whence  it  would  not  be  easy  to  move  me. 

I had  great  difficulty  here  to  prevent  everybody  with  me  from 
believing  the  nonsensical  paragraph  about  Lord  Chatham’s  going 
to  India.  I suppose  that  he  was  forced  to  contradict  it,  in  order  to 
stop  the  torrent  of  applications  from  the  credulous. 

Believe  me  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

In  reply  to  the  despatch  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  Nov.  26,  which 
covered  the  “Heads  of  Conversation”  between  him  and  Joseph 
Bonaparte,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  Dec.  5,  conveyed  the  opinion  of 
Ministers  on  the  several  points  adverted  to. 
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1st,  Malta. — The  Government  considered  it  indispensable  that 
the  island  should  be  effectually  independent  of  both  England  and 
France,  and  that  either  no  French  Langue  should  subsist,  or  that 
an  English  Langue  should  be  established — the  latter  course  ap- 
pearing to  them  most  advantageous  to  Great  Britain.  As  to  the 
garrison,  it  would  be  necessary,  before  consenting  to  leave  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  King  of  Naples  for  three,  four,  or  five  years  oidy, 
to  ascertain  how  France  proposed  to  provide  for  the  ultimate 
defence  of  the  island. 

2nd,  Portugal. — Joseph  Bonaparte  having  admitted  that  the 
Treaty  of  Madrid  was  annulled,  and  that  of  Badajoz  ^ was  alone  in 
force,  it  appeared  but  just,  not  only  that  the  boundaries  of  the 
Guianas  should  be  fixed  as  they  were  settled  by  that  latter  treaty, 
but  that  Portugal  should  be  relieved  from  the  pecuniary  sacrifices 
which  she  was  bound  by  the  secret  article  to  make  to  France,  or,  if 
that  was  not  acceded  to,  that  Olivenza  should  be  given  back  by 
Spain. 

3rd,  The  Prisoners  of  War. — Lord  Cornwallis  was  referred  to 
the  previous  discussions  about  their  maintenance,  and  was  furnished 
with  a statement  of  the  sums  claimed  from  France,  and  on  the 
payment  of  which  he  was  to  insist. 

4th,  Newfoundland. — The  demands  of  France  for  more  extended 
powers  of  fishing  were  totally  inadmissible. 

5th,  The  Prince  of  Orange  and  the  King  of  Sardinia. — Every 
endeavour  should  be  made  to  obtain  an  indemnity  for  those  two 
princes,  especially  for  the  former,  and  it  might  be  possible  to  con- 
sent to  recognize  the  Cisalpine  and  Ligurian  Kepublics,  and  the 
King  of  Etruria,^  if  the  question  of  compensation  could  be  satis- 
factorily arranged. 

6th. — That  it  appeared  more  expedient  that  one  Treaty  contain- 
ing the  whole  of  the  stipulations  should  be  signed  by  all  the  parties 
concerned,  than  that  there  should  be  separate  Treaties  with  each 
Power.^ 

* The  instructions  to  Joseph  were  to  con-  m.  Aug.  25,  1795,  Marie  Louise  Josephine, 
sider  the  Treaty  of  Madrid  as  in  force  as  dau.  of  Charles  IV.,  King  of  Spain, 
regarded  France,  and  that  of  Badajos  as  re-  ^ The  French,  as  appears  from  the  in- 
garded  Spain — thus  setting  aside  the  secret  structions  to  Joseph,  preferred  the  latter 
article  of  the  Preliminaries.  course,  but  felt  the  necessity  of  the  appear- 

^ Louis,  Infant  of  Spain  and  Duke  of  ance  of  the  Spanish  and  Batavian  Plenipo- 
Parma,  made  King  of  Etruria  March  21,  tentiaries  at  Amiens. 

1801,  b.  July  5,  1775,  d.  May  27,  1803; 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Addington. 

[Private.] 

Dear  Sir,  Amiens,  Dec.  12,  1801. 

I am  sensible  that  the  duties  of  my  situation  as  His 
^Majesty’s  Plenipotentiary  for  arranging  and  concluding  the  Defi- 
nitive Treaty  of  Peace,  consist  only  in  giving  every  information  in 
my  power  to  His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants  respecting  the 
state  and  sentiments  of  the  French  Government,  and  in  endeavour- 
ing by  my  representations  to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  of  my 
instructions,  but  that  I have  no  right  to  obtrude  my  opinion  upon 
tiiem  on  the  expediency  of  measures  for  which  they  alone  are 
responsible. 

The  kind  confidence,  however,  with  which  you  have  honoured 
me,  and  the  very  sincere  regard  and  respect  which  I entertain  for 
your  personal  and  political  character,  induce  me  to  hazard  pri- 
vately some  opinions  of  my  own  on  the  subject  of  Malta,  which  is 
now  the  most  prominent  feature  of  our  negotiation. 

The  alarming  preponderance  which  France  has  attained  in  the 
affairs  of  Europe  must  give  us  reason  to  apprehend  that,  whenever 
we  are  under  the  necessity  of  placing  confidence  in  the  engagements 
of  a feeble  power,  that  power  will  be  induced  either  by  its  interests 
or  its  fears  to  deceive  us  and  to  betray  its  trust. 

You  will  understand  from  this  opinion  that  I do  not  feel  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  prospect  of  a Neapolitan  garrison ; but  I 
confess  that  I have  great  doubts  whether  the  proposition  which 
accompanied  Lord  Hawkesbury’s  despatch,  dated  Dec.  6,  for  our 
engaging,  and  becoming  ourselves  a party,  in  an  attempt  to  revive 
the  ancient  splendour  and  the  spirit  of  chivalry  in  the  degraded 
Order  of  Malta,  which  has  so  lately  sold  the  very  seat  of  its  govern- 
ment and  of  its  importance,  will  afford  us  any  better  security.  It 
appears  likewise  to  me  that  the  statement  of  the  Conseil  Provisoire 
of  the  Order  in  Hussia  which  was  transmitted  by  Lord  St.  Helens, 
is  much  too  sanguine  in  regard  to  its  jirobable  financial  powers,  and 
that  it  holds  out  ideas  that  in  the  execution  would  in  many  in- 
stances be  found  totally  impracticable. 

On  the  supposition,  however,  that  it  w^as  actually  carried  into 
effect,  and  that  the  whole  body  of  the  Order,  including  the  French 
and  English  knights,  were,  in  defiance  of  the  most  sacred  laws  of 
the  ancient  institution,  assembled : could  we  in  the  present  state 
of  things  hope  that  France  would  not  possess  an  absolute  sway  in 
all  their  councils,  when  the  Pope,  the  whole  of  Italy,  Spain,  and  a 
gi’eat  part  of  Germany,  are  either  submissive,  or  entirely  devoted, 
to  the  will  of  the  gigantic  Kepublic  ? 
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I am  perfectly  aware  that  all  proposals  that  are  made  by  an 
able  and  subtle  enemy  should  be  received  with  caution  and  most 
attentively  examined,  but  when  we  have  no  adequate  plan  of  our 
own  to  bring  forward,  I scarcely  think  that  the  maxim  of  “ Timeo 
Danaos”  alone,  should  induce  us  to  reject  precipitately  the  idea  of 
destroying  the  fortifications. 

I cannot  pretend  to  know  what  reasons  may  be  urged  against  it 
with  respect  to  the  general  state  of  the  politics  of  Europe,  and  par- 
ticularly what  effect  it  might  have  on  Kussia ; but  as  an  abstract 
question  between  us  and  France,  it  seems  to  me  to  merit  serious 
consideration. 

The  means  which  the  French  might  use  to  induce  the  King  of 
Naples  or  the  Knights  to  put  them  in  possession  of  Malta  at  the 
beginning  of  a war  are  obvious,  and  if  they  obtain  it  in  its  present 
state  and  have  time  to  lay  in  a moderate  stock  of  provisions,  with 
a small  garrison  it  becomes  impregnable. 

On  the  contrary,  if  there  were  no  works  left  but  such  as  would 
be  sufficient  to  keep  off  a Barbary  pirate,  and  if  the  casemates  and 
magazines  were  demolished,  the  French,  if  they  apprehended  our 
})robable  superiority  in  the  Mediterranean,  must  keep  a large  body 
of  troops  for  its  precarious  defence,  for  the  maintenance  of  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  provide ; and  in  that  condition  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  considered  by  their  Government  as  a feeble,  as  well  as  an 
expensive  and  dangerous,  step  towards  the  accomplishment  of  any 
great  designs  which  they  might  form  against  our  Asiatic  empire. 

From  my  conversation  with  Joseph  Bonaparte,  I have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  French  will  engage,  if  ever  they  should  re- 
establish their  Langues,  that  they  will  not  oppose  the  revival  of 
those  which  England  formerly  possessed ; and  they  have  pointed  out 
the  very  plan  proposed  by  Lord  Hawkesbury,  although  they  recom- 
mend in  preference  the  demolition  of  the  fortifications. 

The  choice  therefore  of  every  project  which  has  hitherto  pre- 
sented itself  to  either  party  on  this  difficult  question,  still  remains 
with  our  Cabinet ; and  it  has  rather  been  my  wish  to  lay  before 
you  such  military  remarks  as  have  occurred  to  me  in  favour  of  the 
demolition,  than  to  lead  your  opinion  on  a point  on  which  it  is  no 
easy  task  to  come  to  a satisfactory  decision. 

This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  my  friend  Littlehales,  who 
has  not  been  idle  here,  and  who  has  found  opportunities  of  obtain- 
ing some  information  that  may  be  interesting  to  you,  as  well  with 
respect  to  the  state  of  affairs,  as  to  the  persons  who  are  at  present 
of  consideration  in  this  country.  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Vlscount  Brome  to  Major-General  Ross. 

]\Iy  dear  General,  Amiens,  Dec.  12,  1801. 

The  whole  time  I was  at  Paris,  I was  much  in  the  same 
situation  as  a country  booby  who  comes  to  London  for  the  first 
time,  running  about  the  town  gazing  and  staring  at  everything.  I 
say  this  for  fear  you  should  impute  my  not  having  written  to  you 
from  thence  to  idleness  (which,  I know  not  why,  you  sometimes 
seem  to  suspect  me  of).*  My  time,  however,  was  really  occupied 
almost  totally  by  sights  in  the  morning  and  society  in  the  evening ; 
by  society  I mean  great  dinners  of  40  or  50  people  with  tlie 
dress  of  mountebanks  and  manners  of  assassins.  We  had  occasion- 
ally a mixture  of  ladies  at  these  dinners,  among  whom  the  most 
conspicuous  is  Talleyrand’s  mistress,  who  is  an  old  East  Indian 
acquaintance  of  yours ; her  name  is  Grand,  she  is  very  like  him, 
and  he  is  Kke  everytliing  that  is  detestable.  I had  only  one  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  Bonaparte,  which  probably  you  have  heard  from 
Singleton.  There  is  notliing  in  my  opinion  very  striking  in  his 
appearance  except  the  state  of  fear  and  alarm  he  appears  to  be  in, 
and  which  certainly  is  very  unbecoming  a hero,  but  is  very  natural 
in  his  situation,  wliich  is  undoubtedly  very  precarious.  We  went 
to  see  the  opening  of  the  Session  of  the  Corps  Legislatif,  and  really 
no  puppet-show  could  be  more  ridiculous  ; my  Father  was  received 
with  military  honours  by  the  guard  (for  there  is  a guard  every- 
where to  defend  the  liberties  of  the  people),  and  after  being  intro- 
duced to  some  of  the  principal  members,  was  ushered  into  the  hall, 
where,  after  we  had  waited  some  time,  the  doors  flew  open  and  the 
members  entered,  marching  two  and  two  to  military  music.  After 
they  had  taken  their  places,  and  the  sentinels  were  stationed  at 
the  doors  (inside  of  the  hall),  there  came  in  a man  dressed  in  a sort 
of  mountebank  dress,  who  it  was  natural  to  imagine  was  going  to 
exhibit  on  the  tight-rope,  but  who  turned  out  to  be  our  friend 
Citizen  Chaptal,^  Minister  of  the  Interior,  who  made  them  a speech 
requesting  them  to  choose  their  President  and  to  proceed  to  bu- 
siness, which,  when  he  had  retired,  they  accordingly  did ; it  consisted 
in  the  President  reading  two  or  three  letters,  one  of  which  was 
from  an  artist,  making  them  a present  of  an  engraving  of  one  of 


1 Jean  Antoine  Chaptal,  Comte  de  Chante- 
loup,  b.  June  5,  1756,  d.  July  20,  1832. 
He  was  son  of  a small  apothecary,  and  was 
more  distinguished  as  an  eminent  chemist 
than  as  a politician.  Minister  of  the  Interior 
from  1801  to  1804.  Later  in  life  he  resided 


principally  at  Chanteloup,  the  celebrated  seat 
of  the  Due  de  Choiseul,  which  he  had  bought, 
and  where  he  carried  on  very  large  beetroot 
sugar  manufactories,  almost  the  first  estab- 
lished in  France. 


1801. 


ENGLAND  AND  AMIENS. 


411 


Bonaparte’s  victories,  and  another  from  some  patriotic  bookseller, 
begging  their  acceptance  of  an  almanack.  After  this  we  retired, 
and,  though  the  President  was  stiU  reading,  the  guard  was  turned 
out,  and  the  band  struck  up  without  the  least  regard  to  his  dignity. 
I hope  this  specimen  will  allay  any  apprehensions  you  may  have 
entertained  of  the  contagion  of  French  liberty ; indeed  I believe 
Windham  would  find  it  difficult  to  discover  any  Jacobin  principle 
in  the  constitution,  which  is  certainly  the  most  despotic  that  ever 
existed  in  any  country.  My  only  fear  is  that  it  will  not  last  till 
the  definitive  treaty  is  signed. 

I intend  being  in  England  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  or  the 
beginning  of  next. 

Pray  remember  me  kindly  to  Mrs.  Boss,  and 

Believe  me,  yours  sincerely, 

Brome. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawicesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  Dec.  13,  1801. 

I had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship’s  despatch. 
No.  9,  early  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant.  On  the  11th  I 
waited  by  appointment  on  M.  Joseph  Bonaparte ; and,  agreeably  to 
the  instructions  contained  in  that  despatch,  stated  to  him  distinctly, 
that  it  was  indispensably  requisite,  in  conformity  to  the  spmt  of 
the  4th  of  the  Preliminary  Articles,  that  both  Great  Britain  and 
France  should  be  placed  upon  a footing  of  perfect  equality  with 
regard  to  the  individuals  who  are  to  compose  the  order  of  St.  John 
of  Jerusalem.  After  M.  Bonaparte  had  readily  assented  to  the 
justice  of  this  proposition,  I proceeded  to  enquire  how  far  it  might 
be  in  the  power  or  in  the  intention  of  France  to  re-establish  the 
Langues  which  it  formerly  held  in  the  Order  of  Malta,  observing 
that  it  would  of  course  be  necessary  in  that  case  that  Great  Britain 
should  have  the  faculty  of  re-establishing  Langues,  consisting  of  the 
same  number  of  Knights  and  enjoying  equal  privileges. 

M.  Bonaparte  answered  that  he  could  not  make  himself  respon- 
sible for  any  events  which  time  and  circumstances  might  hereafter 
produce ; and  was  only  able  to  say  that,  according  to  the  present 
constitution  of  France,  the  citizens  of  that  country  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  made  Knights  of  Malta,  as  it  was  an  indispensable  requisite 
for  the  attainment  of  that  honour  to  produce  proofs  of  nobility, 
which  by  their  laws  was  strictly  prohibited.  He  added,  that  he 
conceived  us  to  be  as  absolutely  excluded  as  themselves,  by  our 
secession  from  the  Church  of  Borne.  After  discussing  at  some 
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length  the  difficulties  which  oppose  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Lang-ues  of  either  country,  M.  Bonaparte  admitted  that  France 
would  undoubtedly  have  a considerable  preponderance  if,  contrary 
to  all  present  probability,  French  Knights  were  received  into  the 
Order,  and  especially  if  a Frenchman  could  become  Grand  Master ; 
and  proceeded  to  observe  that  it  was  no  object  for  either  Govern- 
ment to  put  itself  to  much  trouble  and  expense  to  prevent  tlie 
other  from  having  a better  prospect,  either  of  obtaining  possession 
or  securing  a superior  influence  in  an  island  which  derived  its  chief 
consequence  from  the  extraordinary  strength  of  its  fortifications. 
Let  us,  said  he,  blow  up  the  works,  and  there  will  be  an  end  of  all 
jealousy  on  the  subject. 

I informed  him  that  the  Chief  Consul  had  strongly  recom- 
mended this  expedient,  and  that  I had  stated  to  His  Majesty’s 
Ministers  the  arguments  which  he  had  used  in  favour  of  it ; in  the 
mean  time,  I said,  that  I believed  there  would  be  no  material  objec- 
tion on  the  part  of  His  Majesty’s  Government  to  the  plan  which 
he  had  proposed  in  our  former  conversation  on  this  subject  at 
Paris,  adding  only,  that  the  garrison  should  be  maintained  by 
Great  Britain  and  France  until  the  Knights  should  be  able  to 
provide  for  their  own  security ; and  that  I wished  it  to  be  further 
understood,  that  if  France  should  ever  be  in  a condition  to  re- 
establish her  Langues,  no  opposition  should  be  made  on  her  part  to 
the  revival  of  those  of  England,  in  which  propositions  he  appeared 
to  acquiesce. 

When  I mentioned  to  M.  Bonaparte  what  your  Lordship  stated 
respecting  the  pecuniary  indemnification  which  Portugal  had  agreed 
to  give  to  France  by  a secret  article  in  the  treaty  of  Madrid,  he 
assured  me  that  there  was  a secret  article  to  the  same  effect  in  the 
treaty  of  Badajoz ; ^ and  this  assertion  is  indeed  corroborated  by 
M.  Otto’s  note  of  the  18th  of  June  (referred  to  in  the  secret 
article  of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  France),  as  the  paragraph  beginning  ‘‘  De  plus  le  Traite,”  &c., 
most  clearly  refers  to  the  latter  treaty. 

The  French  Plenipotentiary  made  no  objection  to  the  proposal 
stated  in  your  Lordship’s  despatch.  No.  9,  that  the  Powers  engaged 
in  the  war  should  not  conclude  separate  treaties  of  peace,  but 
should  agree  to  one  general  treaty  which  should  embrace  the 
interests  of  each  of  them,  and  to  which  they  should  all  become 
parties. 

^ In  a despatch,  Dec.  8,  to  Talleyrand,  compelled  to  answer  Lord  Cornwallis  by 
Joseph  complains  that  he  has  no  knowledge  guess.  The  articles  were  not  transmitted  to 
of  these  three  secret  articles,  and  that  he  is  him  till  Dec.  23. 
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On  my  taking  leave  of  M.  Bonaparte,  lie  observed  that  there 
remained  nothim2:  now  to  be  settled  but  the  business  of  Malta  and 
that  of  the  prisoners,  from  which  I hope  that  it  is  not  his  intention 
to  bring  forward  any  proposition  about  the  fisheries. 

I have  desired  Mr.  Merry  to  deliver  a statement,  a copy  of 
which  is  enclosed,  of  the  sum  that  Great  Britain  has  expended  for 
the  maintenance  of  prisoners,  to  the  French  Secretary  of  Legation, 
with  a request  that  the  claims  on  the  part  of  France  may  be  pre- 
pared as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  the  balance  may  be  finally 
adjusted.  j honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Amiens,  Dec.  15,  1801. 

I have  waited  for  Littlehales’s  departure  to  acknowledge 
tlie  receipt  of  your  letters  dated  the  28th  ult.  and  the  1st  instant. 
No  messenger  has  gone  all  the  way  to  London  from  here,  since  the 
day  after  my  arrival. 

However  averse  I am  to  all  contraband  concerns,  you  will  tell 
Lady  Spencer  that  she  shall  be  an  exception  to  my  general  rule, 
and  that  I will  take  care  that  her  glass  shall  be  brought  over  with 
my  baggage  when  I return  to  England,  if  she  will  send  through 
you  the  proper  directions. 

Thei’e  is  no  material  difficulty  in  our  negotiation,  but  still  I am 
afraid  that  I shall  be  detained  here  for  a considerable  time. 

Joseph  Bonaparte  is  a very  sensible,  modest,  gentlemanlike 
man,  totally  free  from  diplomatic  chicanery,  and  fair  and  open  in 
all  his  deahngs. 

You  will  probably  have  heard  reports  of  confusion  at  Paris,  and 
of  the  Fh’st  Consul’s  intentions  to  unite  the  Cisalpine  and  Ligu- 
rian Republics,^  but  all  these  stories  have  little  or  no  foundation, 
and  I have  great  confidence  in  the  strength  and  stability  of  his 
Government.  His  death  would  naturally  occasion  violent  convul- 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


* No  steps  were  taken  about  the  Ligurian  alpine  Republic,  which  was  mainly  composed 
Republic,  but  on  Jan.  26,  1802,  Bonaparte  of'  the  Austrian  possessions  in  Italy, 
accepted  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Cis- 
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Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

My  Lord,  Downing  street,  Dec.  17,  1801. 

In  the  15tli  article  respecting  the  sequestration  on  funded 
property,  &c.,  it  should  be  understood  that  the  contracting  parties 
will  pay  to  the  persons  concerned  in  that  species  of  property,  all 
the  interest  that  may  have  accrued  upon  it  in  the  course  of  the 
war,  and  of  which  they  have  been  deprived  by  the  effect  of  the 
sequestrations.^  By  this  you  will,  however,  understand  that  the 
foreign  should  be  placed  on  the  same,  and  on  no  better  or  worse 
footing  than  the  national  creditors.  The  French  creditor  will,  in 
point  of  fact,  have  a great  advantage  in  this  respect,  in  consequence 
of  the  British  Government  having  strictly  fulfilled  all  its  engage- 
ments. 

The  British  creditor  must  on  the  other  hand  submit  to  the 
losses  which  French  citizens  have  sustained,  as  liis  situation  as  an 
enemy,  consistently  with  the  spirit  of  .this  article,  ought  to  operate 
neither  to  his  advantage  or  prejudice.  j Pave,  &c , 

Hawkesbury. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 


[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Downing  Street,  Dec.  17,  1801. 

I have  great  satisfaction  in  being  able  to  inform  you  that 
by  the  vigorous  and  spirited  conduct  of  Rear-Admiral  Campbell,^ 
the  mutiny  on  board  the  ‘ Temeraire  has  been  completely  sup- 
pressed, the  ringleaders  secured  and  carried  on  board  the  ‘ Windsor 
Castle  ’ for  trial.  No  doubt  was  entertained  that  the  crew  of  the 
‘ Formidable,’  the  other  ship  where  there  had  been  open  appear- 


1 To  this  proposition  the  French  made  the 
most  strenuous  resistance,  but  they  could 
not  disclose  their  real  objections.  The  fact 
was  that  they  were  aware  that  the  property 
of  foreigners,  especially  in  the  funds,  had 
been  honourably  preserved  in  England,  and 
could  be  restored  with  little  or  no  difficulty. 
In  France  the  confiscations  had  been  gene- 
rally for  the  benefit  of  the  State,  and  the 
reimbursements,  which  had  been  tendered  in 
some  cases,  were  in  assignats,  of  so  depreciated 
a value  as  to  make  such  tenders  absurd.  The 
war  which  broke  out  in  the  ensuing  year  put  an 
end  to  all  legal  proceedings,  and  it  was  only  in 
1815  that  compensation  was  ultimately  made. 

2 Rear-Admiral,  afterwards  Admiral,  Sir 
George  Campbell,  G.C.B.,  brother  of  John, 
1st  Lord  Cawdor,  b.  Aug.  13,  1761,  d.  Jan. 


23,  1821  ; m.  Feb.  1,  1805,  his  cousin, 
Eustatia,  dau.  of  — Campbell,  Esq.  Groom 
of  the  Bedchamber  from  Oct.  1817  till  his 
death.  M.P.  for  Carmarthen  Borough  from 
Dec.  1806  to  Dec.  1813. 

® The  mutiny  broke  out  on  Dec.  1,  the 
crew  of  the  ‘ Temeraire  ’ objecting'to  go  to  the 
West  Indies,  to  which  station  they  believed 
the  ship  to  have  been  ordered.  They  de- 
manded from  Admiral  Campbell  information 
as  to  where  she  was  to  go.  “To  hell  if  she 
is  ordered,  and  we  must  go  with  her.”  The 
trials  took  place,  not  at  Cork,  but  at  Ports- 
mouth, from  the  6th  to  the  15th  of  Jan.  1802, 
and  Vice-Admiral  Mitchell  was  President. 
Twenty  seamen  were  tried,  of  whom  two 
were  sentenced  to  be  flogged.  The  rest  were 
capitally  convicted,  and  six  executed. 
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ances  of  mutiny,  would  immediately  return  to  their  duty,  and  that 
by  a severe  example  the  disorder  would  be  prevented  from  spread- 
ing. I am  sure  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  marines  behaved 
in  the  most  exemplary  manner.  Admiral  Cornwallis  is  ordered  to 
Beerhaven  to  superintend  the  court-martial.  I hope  we  shall  be 
able  to  form  some  judgment  in  the  course  of  a week  or  ten  days  of 
the  probable  duration  of  the  negotiation.  I confess  I should  be 
very  much  inclined  personally  (but  this  is  not  official),  if  every 
other  point  could  be  satisfactorily  settled  and  a Spanish  Minister 
should  not  arrive  within  a certain  time,  to  sign  the  treaty  with  the 
Plenipotentiaries  who  were  at  that  time  at  Amiens,  and  to  insert 
an  article  similar  to  that  respecting  the  Ottoman  Porte,  inviting 
the  King  of  Spain  to  accede  to  the  treaty ; it  being  understood 
that  if  he  did  not  accede,  this  country  would  keep  possession  of 
Minorca  as  well  as  Trinidad. 

There  has  been  a very  severe  frost  here  for  some  days.  I hope 
you  have  found  good  accommodation  at  Amiens,  though  I am  afraid 
the  place  is  particularly  dull, 'and  the  country  around  it  very  dreary. 

I am,  &c., 

Hawkesbury. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  Dec.  19,  1801. 

His  Majesty’s  messenger  Schaw,  delivered  to  me  on  the 
13th  instant  the  honour  of  your  Lordship’s  despatch  Ko.  10. 

As  soon  as  it  reached  me  I communicated  to  the  French 
plenipotentiary  by  a note — of  which  I transmit  a copy  inclosed — 
the  nomination  of  the  Chevalier  de  Souza  ^ to  be  Minister  on  the 
part  of  Portugal  to  the  Congress  at  this  place.  I could  not  but 
be  greatly  surprised  to  receive  on  the  16th,  in  the  evening,  the 
answer  to  it,  of  which  I also  enclose  a copy,  containing  a positive 
refusal  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government  to  admit  a pleni- 
potentiary from  His  Majesty’s  ally.  The  reply  was  accompanied 
with  a notice  from  M.  Bonaparte  that  he  would  call  on  me  the 
following  day.  I therefore  thought  it  necessary  to  prepare  a note 
verhale  on  the  subject— a copy  of  which  I transmit  herewith — 

I Don  Jose  Maria  Souza  Botelho,  b.  March  hagen  to  1799.  He  refused  to  sign  the 

9, 1758,  d.  June  1,  1825  ; m.  1st,  Dona Treaty  of  Madrid,  and  came  to  England. 

de  Noronha,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  the  The  French  Government  would  not  allow 
Comte  de  Villa  Real ; 2nd,  Adelaide  Marie  him  to  go  to  Amiens,  but  he  was  Minister  at 
Emilie,  dau.  of  M.  de  Filleul,  and  widow  of  Paris  from  1802  to  1805,  when,  having  de- 
the  Comte  Flahaut  de  la  Billarderie,  Minister  dined  to  go  to  Russia,  he  returned  to  Lfsbon 
in  Sweden  from  1791  to  1795,  then  at  Copen-  and  devoted  himself  to  literature. 
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which  I delivered  to  the  French  Minister  at  our  meeting.  Your 
Lordship  will  perceive  by  it  that  I on  my  part  as  positively  refuse 
to  admit  the  explanations  upon  wliich  the  French  Government 
ground  their  objection,  until  I shall  be  honoured  with  His  Majesty’s 
further  commands  in  consequence  of  it. 

The  French  plenipotentiary  appeared  a little  embarrassed  on 
reading  my  note,  and  admitted  that  he  had  not,  when  we  before 
conversed  on  the  subject,  expressed  any  objection  to  the  reception 
of  a Portuguese  Minister,  and  that  he  had  promised,  if  one  should 
aiTive,  to  obtain  an  enlargement  of  his  powers.  The  only  argu- 
ments which  he  offered  in  defence  of  the  present  conduct  of  his 
Government  were,  that  as  the  6th  article  in  the  preliminary 
treaty  and  the  secret  article,  wliich  were  favourable  to  Portugal, 
had  been  granted  solely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  satisfaction  to 
England,  the  latter  power  seemed  to  be  perfectly  capable  of 
securing  the  interests  of  her  ally  in  the  adjustment  of  the  defini- 
tive treaty,  and  that  as  it  was  the  earnest  desire  of  the  French 
Government  to  lose  no  time  in  concltiding  the  peace,  it  appeared 
very  essential  for  that  purpose  to  limit  as  much  as  possible  the 
number  of  the  plenipotentiaries  who  were  to  be  assembled  at 
Amiens.  He  then  promised  to  return  me  an  answer  to  my  note  in 
the  course  of  the  next  day,  and  ended  the  conversation  by  the 
strongest  assurances  of  the  determination  of  his  Government  to 
adhere  strictly  to  the  terms  of  the  secret  article. 

His  reply,' however,  of  which  your  Lordship  will  find  a copy 
herewith,  did  not  reach  me  till  a few  hours  since.  I am  sorry  to 
observe  that  the  farther  explanations  it  offers  are  not  more  con- 
formable to  what  appears  to  be  the  wish  of  His  IMajesty’s  Govern- 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Downing  Street,  Dec.  21,  1801. 

I perceive  from  your  Lordship’s  despatch,  No.  13,  which 
was  received  here  on  Friday  last,  that  in  the  statement  delivered 
by  Mr.  Merry  of  the  sums  expended  for  the  maintenance  of  French 
prisoners  of  war  by  this  Government,  he  has  inserted  the  sums 
expended  on  that  service  by  the  Transport  Board  alone,  from 
the  year  1796  to  1801,  and  has  omitted  the  statement  of  the  sums 
disbursed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen, 
amounting  to  1,132,692?.  from  the  year  1793  to  1796,  during 
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which  period  that  Board  of  Commissioners  had  the  direction  of 
prisoners  of  war.  ^ 

Lest  by  an  accident  the  last-mentioned  statement  should  have 
been  mislaid,  I herewith  transmit  it  to  your  Lordship  ; and  I have 
to  signify  to  you  His  Majesty’s  pleasure  that  you  direct  Mr.  Merry 
to  correct  the  statement  delivered  by  him  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment, by  the  addition  of  the  sums  disbursed  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen. 

A'  more  detailed  abstract  of  tliis  statement  will  be  transmitted 
to  your  Lordsliip  in  the  course  of  a few  days ; and  the  vouchers  for 
the  sums  specified  in  it,  as  well  as  for  those  expended  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Transport  Board,  are  now  collecting  and  preparmg 
for  the  inspection  of  the  French  Government  if  they  should 
require  it.  I have,  &c., 

Hawkesbury. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Amiens,  Dec.  25,  1801. 

In  your  despatch.  No.  12,  accompanying  the  projet  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace,  there  is  a paragraph  respecting  the 
restoration  of  the  French  possessions  in  the  East  Indies,  which  I 
must  confess  that  I do  not  perfectly  understand,  and  of  which  I 
'enclose  a copy. 

If  it  is  meant  to  replace  ihe  fortifications  in  the  condition  in 
'which  they  were  previously  to  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the 
works  of  Pondicherry,  which  were  completely  levelled  by  my 
orders  immediately  after  the  capture  of  the  place,  must  be  again 
constructed,  which  measure  would  not  only  be  attended  with  an 
enormous  expense  to  the  Company,  but  be  highly  prejudicial 
to  their  interests  and  to  the  prospect  of  future  tranquillity  in  that 
country. 

The  practice,  however,  which  has  been  invariably  observed  by 
the  French  and  English  in  India  of  destroying  the  fortifications 
of  captured  places  ever  since  the  demolition  of  Fort  St.  Da'vid 
by  the  former,  and  the  provision  in  the  fourteenth  of  the  preli- 
minary articles  of  peace,  induce  me  to  believe  that  it  cannot  be 
intended  to  replace  the  works  of  Pondicherry  in  the  condition  in 
which  they  were  previously  to  the  commencement  of  the  war  ; 
and  as  I am  at  a loss  to  find  out  what  other  interpretation  I can 
put  upon  the  paragraph  to  which  I allude,  I am  under  the  neces- 

^ The  first  sum  was  1,238,950^.,  making  in  all  2,371,642/. 
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sity  of  requesting  that  your  Lordship  will  favour  me  with  a further 
explanation.'  I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Amiens,  Dec.  25,  1801. 

Brome  leaves  us  to-morrow,  which  throws  a gloom  over  our 
reduced  society,  as  he  has  been  very  pleasant  and  contributed 
much  to  keep  up  our  spirits.  There  now  remain  only  Moore, 
Nightingall,  and  myself,  of  the  original  party:  Mr.  Merry  lives 
with  us ; but  although  he  is  by  no  means  an  inefficient  man  in 
business,  and  has  good  qualities,  he  does  not  conduce  much  to  our 
amusement.  I am  besides  confined  by  one  of  those  attacks  in  my 
legs  and  feet  to  which  I am  subject.  Bonaparte  certainly  goes 
to  Lyons  on  the  28th  or  30th,  to  return  to  Paris  in  twelve  days. 
This  excursion,  especially  as  Talleyrand  has  preceded  him,  will,  I 
am  afraid,  occasion  some  delay  in  our  business. 

From  what  I have  lately  heard  I am  inclined  to  look  on  the 
Consul’s  situation  as  more  precarious  than  I have  done;  and  I 
believe  that  he  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  taking  some  strong 
measures  to  secure  himself.  God  gTant  that  he  may  at  least  pre- 
serve his  power  until  the  definitive  treaty  is  signed. 

Littlehales  assures  me  that  Addington  is  perfectly  satisfied 
with  our  proceedings  here,  and  that  he  is  determined  to  persevere 
in  the  support  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  and  the  line  of  conduct  which  I 
recommended  -with  respect  to  Ireland. 

I dare  not  guess  when  I shall  be  so  happy  as  to  leave  this 
dismal  town  and  the  wretched  society  which  it  affords. 

Most  truly  yours, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Addington. 

[Private.] 

Dear  Sir,  Amiens,  Dec.  27,  1801. 

I have  transmitted  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  the  contr e-projet, 
or  rather  an  entirely  new  projet  of  a treaty  which  I received 
last  night  from  M.  Bonaparte,  in  order  that  His  Majesty’s  confi- 
dential servants  may  be  enabled  to  determine  as  soon  as  possible 

* It  does  not  appear  from  the  French  restoration  of  Pondicherry,  &c.  The  inten- 
documents  that  there  was  any  expectation  of  tion  was  merely  to  stipulate  for  pemission 
the  fortifications  being  repaired  before  the  to  rebuild  them. 
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on  what  principles  the  definitive  treaty  slionld  be  negotiated.  I 
have  desired  to  see  J.  Bonaparte  to-morrow  morning,  and  shall 
immediately  acquaint  Lord  Hawkesbury  with  the  substance  of  our 
conversation. 

Unless  the  French  Government  had  manifested  a much  more 
liberal  and  conciliatory  disposition  than  we  have  hitherto  expe- 
rienced on  their  part,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  present  congress 
may  last  as  long  and  terminate  as  unfavourably  as  that  of  Kadstadt,^ 
if  we  depart  on  either  side  from  tlie  letter  and  spirit  of  the  preli- 
minary articles. 

The  repetition  of  the  proposal  of  our  keeping  Tobago,  which 
the  First  Consul  had  before  told  me  he  considered  as  disgraceful, 
and  to  which  he  most  explicitly  declared  that  he  never  would 
give  his  consent,  and  the  insertion  of  the  clause  respecting  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  whose  interests  had  perhaps  better  have  been 
left  on  the  footing  on  which  they  stood  after  the  conversation 
which  I was  authorized  to  hold  with  the  First  Consul,  gave  an 
opening  to  the  introduction  of  new  matter  of  every  species,  and  of 
this  the  French  Government  have  not  failed  to  avail  themselves 
most  completely. 

The  relative  situation  of  the  two  nations  with  regard  to  their 
territorial  property  and  their  political  and  commercial  arrange- 
ments in  the  East  Indies,  not  having  been  noticed  in  the  pre- 
liminaries, must  be  understood  to  remain  precisely  in  the  state 
in  which  they  were  before  the  commencement  of  the  war.  But 
the  security  of  Portugal  against  the  operation  of  the  treaty  of 
Madrid,  and  our  refusal  to  make  any  cessions  at  Newfoundland  or 
in  the  Fisheries,  which  shall  not  appear  just  and  reciprocally 
useful,  cannot  be  better  maintained  than  by  a strict  adherence  to 
the  preliminaries. 

I have  ventured  to  give  you  my  opinion  with  the  freedom  of  a 
friend,  and  have  proposed  the  only  mode  which  occurs  to  me  for 
extricating  ourselves  from  our  present  difficulties. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


‘ The  Congress  of  Radstadt  opened  on 
Dec.  12,  1797," and  closed  on  the  29th  April, 
1798,  The  French  plenipotentiaries  left  the 
town  that  night,  but  within  half  a mile  of 
the  gates  were  attacked  by  a body  of  armed 
men.  Out  of  the  three,  the  two  who  be- 
longed to  the  moderate  party  were  murdered, 
the  only  one  who  escaped  being  Debry,  who  in 
1792  had  proposed  to  raise  a volunteer  corps 
of  1200  men,'  whose  business  it  should  be  to 
assassinate  all  Princes  or  Generals  who  should 


invade  France.  By  whom  the  murder  of 
these  plenipotentiaries  was  ordered  has  never 
been  satisfactorily  ascertained,  but  many  have 
not  scrupled  to  affirm  that  it  was  done  by 
the  violent  section  in  France,  to  excite  the 
people,  and  to  afford  them  an  opportunity 
of  charging  a monarchical  government — 
Austria — with  this  atrocious  act.  The  Con- 
gress had  previously  been  dissolved  without 
being  productive  of  any  result. 


2 E 2 


420 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XXIII. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Amiens,  Dec.  30,  1801. 

You  will  see  by  my  despatch,  No.  20,  that  I have  had  long 
discussions  with  the  French  plenipotentiary,  and  that  very  little 
progress  has  hitherto  been  made ; and  I feel  it  as  the  most 
unpleasant  circumstance  attending  this  business,  that,  after  I have 
obtained  his  acquiescence  on  any  point,  I can  have  no  confidence 
that  it  is  finally  settled,  and  that  he  will  not  recede  from  it  in  our 
next  conversation. 

After  what  passed  in  my  first  conference  with  Joseph  Bonaparte 
at  Paris  on  the  subject  of  Malta,  and  in  my  subsequent  interview 
with  the  First  Consul,  you  will  easily  judge  of  my  surprise  at  the 
proposal  of  the  King  of  Naples  for  guarantee.  I talked  very 
seriously  to  Joseph  last  night,  and  assured  him  that  I was  per- 
suaded that  our  Government ' could  not  submit  to  accept  of  the 
King  of  Naples  for  guarantee,  nor  to  make  the  article  in  favour 
of  Portugal  a secret  article  in  the  definitive  treaty,  and  stated  that 
he  must  be  sensible  from  what  he  saw  in  our  newspapers,  that  our 
Minister,  even  if  he  was  so  inclined,  could  not  venture  to  do  it : 
and  I then  observed  how  very  ungenerous  such  a proposition 
appeared  after  the  conduct  of  the  British  Government  respecting 
the  departure  of  their  fleet.  He  appeared  to  feel  what  I said,  and 
declared  that  he  did  not  approve  of  proposing  the  King  of  Naples 
for  guarantee,  and  saw  no  objection  to  the  Emperor  of  Kussia,  and 
that  he  would  immediately  write  in  the  strongest  terms  to  Paris. 
But  when  the  appeal  is  to  be  made  to  a man  so  devoid  of  honour 
and  principle  as  Talleyrand,  much  good  is  not  to  be  expected. 

In  no  instance  is  there  any  show  of  candour  in  the  negotiation ; 
all  consideration  of  what  passed  between  your  Lordship  and 
M.  Otto,  and  of  the  encouraging  assurances  which  you  received 
from  him  respecting  particular  points,  are  totally  overlooked  : nor, 
when  I have  urged  them,  has  it  been  in  my  power  to  obtain  an 
answer.  Your  Lordship  will  see  how  uhfavom-ably  this  line  of 
conduct  must  operate  on  several  questions,  and  especially  on  the 
article  respecting  the  maintenance  of  prisoners,  when  we  are  left 
to  the  bare  discussion  of  the  law  of  nations  and  the  conformity  to 
established  usage. 

I have  thought  it  my  duty  to  state  the  conduct  of  the  French 
plenipotentiary  and  the  spirit  by  which  that  Government  appears 
to  be  actuated  in  the  clearest  manner,  in  order  that  His  Majesty’s 
confidential  servants  may  be  enabled  to  take  precautions  in  time 
to  prevent  any  serious  ill-consequences  from  the  sailing  of  the 
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French  fleet;  and  I shall  endeavour  in  our  proceedings  here  to 
unite  firmness  with  as  much  moderation  as  circumstances  will 
admit.  j ^ 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  Dec.  30,  1801. 

Upon  meeting  the  French  plenipotentiary  the  day  before 
yesterday,  agreeably  to  what  I had  the  honour  to  announce  to 
your  Lordship  in  my  despatch  No.  18,  my  first  endeavours  were 
naturally  directed  to  obtain  from  him  such  explanations  and 
declarations  as  should  remove  the  uneasiness  which  must  have 
been  occasioned : — First,  by  the  omission  in  the  projet  from  this 
Government,  transmitted  in  that  despatch,  of  the  two  articles 
inserted  in  the  English  projet,  and  always  usual  and  necessary  in 
such  cases,  by  which  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  Batavian 
Kepublic  cede  to  His  Majesty  the  island  of  Trinidad  and  the 
Dutch  possessions  in  Ceylon.  Secondly,  by  a similar  omission  of 
an  article  which  should  stipulate  for  the  integrity  of  the  Portu- 
guese possessions.  Thirdly,  by  the  following  clause  in  the  article 
on  the  subject  of  the  restitution  of  prisoners,  “ et  ce,  sans  repetition 
quelconque,”  which  entirely  lays  aside  His  Majesty’s  just  claim  for 
payment  of  the  sums  advanced  for  maintaining  the  French  prisoners. 
Lastly,  by  the  substitution,  in  the  article  relative  to  Malta,  of  His 
Sicilian  Majesty  to  be  the  guarantee  of  that  island  to  the  Order  of 
St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  in  lieu  of  the  Emperor  of  Kussia,  to  whom 
no  objection  had  been  made  before  by  this  Government.  My 
inquiries  upon  which  important  points  I prefaced  by  asking  again 
if  it  was  clearly  understood  that  the  treaty  was  to  be  concluded 
in  the  two  languages,  as  I had  mentioned  in  my  first  conference  at 
this  place  three  weeks  ago,  and  had  particularly  stated  afresh 
in  my  note  accompanying  the  projet  which  I delivered  on  the  21st 
instant,  notwithstanding  which,  no  answer  has  as  yet  been  given 
by  this  Government. 

After  a long  conversation  upon  the  foregoing  points  which 
really  should  have  admitted  of  none,  it  was  settled  that  the  result 
of  it  should  be  stated  by  the  respective  secretaries  in  the  form  of 
a protocol,  and  that  they  should  meet  the  same  evening  to  com- 
pare and  agree  upon  their  statement,  which  should  be  signed  the 
following  morning  by  the  plenipotentiaries.  Mr.  Merry  accord- 
ingly drew  up  a protocol,  of  which  I transmit  a copy  inclosed,  and 
which,  although  unsatisfactory  in  many  respects,  was  certainly  the 
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result  of  tlie  conference.  Upon  his  meeting  the  French  secretary 
in  the  evening  he  was  surprised — particularly  after  the  latter  upon 
reading  over  his  paper  had  acknowledged  it  to  be  exact — to  be 
shown  the  draft  of  a statement  full  of  corrections  made  by  M. 
Bonaparte  himself,  replete  with  matter  and  expressions  calculated 
to  ensnare,  to  throw  upon  me  the  odium  of  the  delay  (which  now 
appears  but  too  evidently  to  be  the  aim  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment), and,  upon  the  whole,  to  create  a confusion  in  our  pro- 
ceedings. The  two  secretaries  adjourned  to  M.  Bonaparte's 
Cabinet  to  endeavour,  to  come  to  an  agreement  upon  the  protocol. 
Tliere  the  Minister  himself  said  that  he  could  not  put  his  name 
to  the  paper  which  Mr.  Merry  produced.  The  latter  resisted  as 
strongly  that  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  French  secretary, 
and  only  after  a conversation  of  above  tliree  hours  was  able  to 
get  the  protocol  confined  to  the  terms  in  wliich  your  Lordship 
will  see  it  expressed  in  the  copy  which,  not  to  bring  our  differences 
to  any  extremity  all  at  once  by  a further  resistance  on  my  side,  I 
consented  to  sign  with  the  French  plenipotentiary  when  I met  him 
again  yesterday  morning. 

At  this  second  meeting,  which  also  lasted  several  hours,  I 
objected  to  the  supposed  absence  of  the  Batavian  plenipotentiary 
expressed  in  the  protocol  of  our  proceedings  the  day  before,  as  a 
reason  for  any  delay  in  inserting  the  article  for  the  cession  of  the 
Butch  'possessions  in  Ceylon,  since  that  Minister  had  arrived  at 
Amiens  above  a fortnight  ago ; and  in  order  to  bring  M.  Bonaparte 
to  a more  satisfactory  explanation  altogether  on  this  important 
point,  my  objection,  together  with  the  proper  answer  which  should 
be  given  to  it,  was  stated  by  Mr.  Merry  in  the  inclosed  minute  as 
a second  protocol  to  be  signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries.  M.  Bona- 
parte confessed  that  he  could  not  but  feel  his  embarrassment, 
because  he  did  not  like  to  put  his  name  to  an  avowal  of  his  having, 
even  at  this  period,  no  full  powers  ^ to  meet  anybody  but  myself 
at  the  congress,  a neglect  which  he  wished  me  to  believe  had  been 
personal  on  his  own  part  by  having  omitted  to  ask  for  them.  He 
therefore  took  up  his  pen,  and,  in  lieu  of  the  answer  stated  for 
him  by  Mr.  Merry  in  the  above-mentioned  minute,  drew,  up  one 
deviating  entirely  from  the  question,  and  very  ingeniously  calcu- 
lated not  only  to  establish  a system  of  delay  in  our  proceedings, 
but  again  to  throw  the  odium  of  it,  to  a certain  degree,  upon  me. 
It  being  impossible  for  me  to  subscribe  to  such  a paper,  and  the 

* 111  a despatch  to  Talleyrand,  dated  Dec.  Minister,  and  therefore  is  reduced  to  assign 
29,  Joseph  says  he  cannot  admit  that  he  other  and  false  reasons  for  his  not  being 
has  no  full  powers  to  treat  with  the  Batavian  admitted  to  the  conferences. 
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hour  having  become  late,  we  separated  upon  a verbal  assurance 
which  he  gave  me,  that,  by  a messenger  whom  he  was  about  to 
despatch  immediately,  he  would  ask  for  full  powers,  in  order  to  bo 
able  to  call  the  Dutch  plenipotentiary  to  the  meeting. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  by  the  protocol  which  was  signed, 
and  which  is  the  only  paper  that  can  be  considered  as  authentic, 
that  the  French  Government  do  not  as  yet  agree  to  the  treaty 
being  concluded  in  the  two  languages ; that  although  they  continue 
to  warrant  the  cession  of  Trinidad  and  Ceylon,  they  still  waive  the 
insertion  of  the  necessary  articles  to  that  effect  till  the  Spanish 
and  Batavian  plenipotentiaries  shall  be  present  at  the  congress ; 
that  the  payment  of  the  advances  made  by  His  Majesty  for  the 
maintenance  of  French  prisoners  of  war  is  attempted  to  be  eluded ; ^ 
that  the  stipulation  by  a secret  article  for  the  integrity  of  the 
Portuguese  dominions  is  only  consented  to  in  a mode  which  can 
hardly  be  admissible ; and  that  the  difficulty  on  the  subject  of  an 
arrangement  in  regard  to  Malta,  is  considerably  increased  by  the 
F rench  plenipotentiary  still  adhering  to  the  proposal  of  making  His 
Sicilian  Majesty  the  guarantee  in  this  case. 

On  the  latter  point  I have  to  mention  to  your  Lordship  that 
M.  Bonaparte  pretended  to  acknowledge  to  me  and  to  Mr.  Merry 
that  his  answer  on  the  subject  of  Malta  was  in  fact  an  evasive  one, 
and  that  it  was  calculated  to  avoid  any  particular  explanation  of 
the  objection  which  his  Government  had  to  the  choice  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  as  guarantee  ; because,  as  having  already  taken 
so  great  a part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Order,  it  would  afford  His 
Imperial  Majesty  such  a degree  of  influence  as  might  terminate  in 
his  acquiring  even  the  territorial  possession.  But,  my  Lord,  such 
an  excuse  being  not  only  ill-founded  in  itself,  but  contradictory  to 
what  the  French  plenipotentiary  has  separately  expressed  to  me, 
even  since  our  conference  yesterday  morning,  I am  afraid  that  the 
only  avowal  which  is  evaded  by  the  answer  in  the  protocol,  is  that 
of  the  difficulty  being  made  to  procure  a delay  in  the  termination 
of  any  point  whatever. 

When  oui*  conference  broke  up  yesterday  we  agreed  to  meet 
again  as  to-morrow. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


1 In  the  same  despatch  Joseph  admits  maintenance  of  her  own  prisoners,  as  well  as 
that  if  the  statement  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  of  the  French,  France  was  bound  to  repay 

which  he  has  no  means  of  refuting,  were  those  advances, 
correct,  and  that  England  had  paid  for  the 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

My  dear  Lord,  Amiens,  Dec.  31,  1801,  10  o’clock  p.m. 

You  will  see  by  tbe  conversations  which  have  passed  this 
day  between  me  and  the  French  plenipotentiary,  contained  in  my 
despatch  No.  21,  that  affairs  are  much  changed  for  the  better  since 
I wTote  to  you  yesterday.  I cannot  account  for  the  sudden  altera- 
tion, but  conclude  that  it  must  proceed  from  some  unexpected 
difficulties  which  have  occurred,  and  which  have  induced  the  First 
Consul  to  press  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty. 

In  this  fluctuating  Government,  we  must  not  feel  too  confident 
that  this  pacific  paroxysm  will  continue,  but  it  appears  to  be  our 
interest  to  make  the  best  use  of  our  time.  With  respect  to  Malta 
I confess  that  I incline  to  the  proposal  of  demolition,  and  this  is  no 
new  opinion  that  I have  formed  ; but  I think  that  the  other  plan, 
however  eccentric  it  may  appear,  is  better  than  the  idea  of  a Nea- 
politan garrison,  by  which  we  should  be  sure  to  be  betrayed,  not- 
withstanding the  guarantee  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  whenever 
the  French  should  insist  on  being  put  into  possession  of  the  place. 

There  remains  now  no  material  subject  of  contention,  except 
the  article  respecting  the  prisoners,  and  when  all  other  matters 
shall  be  arranged,  I think  it  probable  that  His  Majesty’s  confi- 
dential servants  would  rather  consent  to  some  considerable  modi- 
fication, than  materially  retard  the  signature  of  the  treaty. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Projet  for  carrying  into  execution  the  fourth  Article  of  the 
Preliminary  Treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  France. 

Article  1.  The  islands  of  Malta,  Gozo,  and  Camino,  shall  be 
restored  to  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  upon  the  conditions 
and  under  the  stipulations  hereinafter  mentioned. 

2.  The  Knights  of  the  Order  whose  Langues  shall  continue  to 
subsist  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  present  treaty, 
are  invited  to  return  to  Malta  as  soon  as  that  exchange  shall  have 
taken  place  : they  shall  there  form  a General  Chapter,  and  shall 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a Grand  Master,  if  such  election  shall 
not  previously  have  been  made  in  consequence  of  the  declaration 
of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  of  16th  March.  It  being  understood 
that,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  provisions  contained  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  present  arrangement,  the  Order  shall  be 
deemed  to  consist  of  those  Knights  only,  who  were  qualified  to 
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vote  at  the  election  of  a Grand  Master  at  the  period  of  that  decla- 
ration. 

3.  The  forces  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  shall  evacuate  the  island 
and  its  dependencies  within  three  months  after  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications,  at  which  period  the  island  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the 
Order  in  the  state  in  which  it  now  is.  Provided  that  the  Grand 
Master,  or  Commissioners  fully  empowered  according  to  the  statutes 
of  the  Order,  be  at  that  time  upon  the  island  to  receive  possession  ; 
and  that  the  provisional  force,  to  be  furnished  by  His  Sicilian 
Majesty  according  to  Article  12,  be  actually  arrived  in  Malta. 

4.  The  discontinuance  of  the  French  as  well  as  the  English 
Langues  being  agreed  upon  between  the  contracting  parties,  a 
Maltese  Langue  shall  be  established,  to  be  supported  out  of  the 
land  revenue  and  commercial  duties  of  the  island.  Specific  dignities 
with  adequate  appointments,  and  an  Auberge,  shall  be  annexed  to 
this  Langue,  the  Knights  of  which  shall  require  no  other  qualifica- 
tion than  actual  nobility ; and  shall  be  competent  to  hold  any 
situations  in  the  Order,  and  be  entitled  to  every  privilege  enjoyed 
by  the  Knights  of  the  other  Langues.  The  native  inhabitants  of 
Malta  to  be  admissible  to  all  the  municipal,  revenue,  and  other 
offices  under  the  government  of  the  island. 

5.  The  garrison  of  the  island  shall  at  all  times  consist  at  least 
one-half  of  native  Maltese,  and  the  Order  shall  have  the  liberty  of 
recruiting  for  the  remainder  of  the  garrison  from  the  natives  of 
those  countries  only  that  continue  to  possess  Langues  in  the  Order. 
The  native  Maltese  troops  shall  be  officered  by  Maltese ; and  the 
supreme  command  of  the  garrison,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of 
the  officers,  shall  be  vested  in  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Order. 

6.  The  independence  of  the  islands  of  Malta  and  Gozo,  as  well  as 
the  present  arrangement,  shall  be  under  the  protection  and  guaranty 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  Austria,  Kussia,  Spain,  and  Prussia. 

7.  The  perpetual  neutrality  of  the-  Order  of  Malta  is  hereby 
declared. 

8.  The  ports  of  Malta  shall  be  open  to  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  all  nations,  who  shall  pay  equal  and  moderate  duties. 
These  duties  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  Maltese  Langue 
in  the  manner  specified  in  Article  4;  to  that  of  the  civil  and 
military  establishments  of  the  island ; and  to  a general  lazaretto 
open  to  all  flags. 

9.  The  Barbary  powers  are  alone  excepted  from  the  provisions 
of  the  preceding  article,  until  a favourable  opportunity  shall  occur 
for  abolishing  the  system  of  hostility  that  has  prevailed  between 
the  Order  of  St.  John  and  those  states. 
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10.  The  Order  shall  be  governed,  both  in  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral matters,  by  the  same  Statutes  that  were  in  force  at  the  time 
of  the  surrender  of  Malta  by  the  Knights,  so  far  as  the  same  shall 
be  compatible  with  the  several  regulations  herein  stipulated. 

11.  The  stipulations  contained  in  Articles  4,  5,  7,  8,  and  10, 
“ shall  be  converted  into  laws  and  perpetual  statutes  of  the  Order, 
in  the  customary  manner.  And  the  Grand  Master  at  the  time  of 
the  restitution  of  the  island,  and  his  successors,  shall  be  bound  to 
make  oath  to  observe  punctually  the  said  stipulations,  which  shall 
be  observed  by  the  Order  for  ever.” 

12.  The  paramount  rights  of  the  King  of  Naples  over  the 
islands  of  Malta,  Gozo,  and  Camino,  shall  be  formally  recognised, 
confirmed,  and  unalienably  annexed  to  the  Crown  of  the  Two 
Sicilies ; in  consideration  of  which  His  Sicilian  Majesty  shall  furnish 
a force  of  two  thousand  men,  in  addition  to  the  Maltese  troops,  for 
the  pui'pose  of  supplying  garrisons  for  the  several  fortresses  upon 
the  island,  until  the  Order  shall  be  in  a condition  to  raise  a suffi- 
cient number  of  men  in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  fifth  article. 
And  the  Grand  Master,  or  his  representative,  shall  renew  at  the 
time  of  the  restitution  of  the  island,  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
Crown  of  Sicily  that  was  taken  at  the  time  of  the  original  donation 
of  the  island  to  the  Knights ; and  shall  likewise  take  an  oath 
(similar  to  that  which  was  taken  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Order  at  the  same  period)  to  maintain  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  people  of  Malta  and  Gozo. 

13.  The  several  Powers  specified  in  Article  6,  viz. : Great 
Britain,  France,  Austria,  Eussia,  Spain,  and  Prussia,  shall  be  in- 
vited to  accede  to  the  present  arrangement. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Secret.] 

My  Lord,  Downing  Street,  Jan.  1,  1802. 

Your  Lordship’s  * despatches,  Nos.  16,  17,  and  18,  together 
with  the  contr e-projet  of  a definitive  treaty  which  was  transmitted 
to  you  by  the  French  plenipotentiary,  have  been  received  and  laid 
before  the  King. 

I cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  surprise  which  has  been 
felt  here  on  observing  that  the  French  Government,  after  having 
professed  their  determination  to  adhere  to  the  preliminaries,  should 
have  thought  proper  to  introduce  so  much  new  matter  into  the 
contre-projet  of  the  definitive  treaty ; particularly  as  His  Majesty 
had  cautiously  avoided  bringing  forward  any  new  pretensions  in 
the  projet  which  you  presented  in  His  name : an  indemnification 
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for  the  Prince  of  Orange  having  been  under  discussion  antecedent 
to  the  signature  of  the  preliminary  articles,  and  having  been 
understood  to  be  reserved  for  adjustment  in  the  deSnitive  treaty 
if  not  previously  settled,  and  expectations  having  been  held  out  at 
the  same  time  that  a satisfactory  arrangement  might  be  agreed 
upon  respecting  the  island  of  Tobago. 

There  are  five  points  inserted  in  the  projet  of  His  Majesty’s 
Government,  and  which  are  wholly  omitted  in  the  contre-projet  of 
the  French  Government. 

1st.  That  part  of  the  article  respecting  prisoners  of  war  which 
obliges  the  contracting  parties  to  pay  the  debts  due  on  account  of 
their  maintenance. 

2ndly.  The  omission  of  any  article  respecting  Portugal. 

3rdly.  The  interests  of  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

4thly.  The  engagement  to  deliver  up  persons  accused  of  high 
treason,  &c.,  on  sufficient  evidence  being  adduced  against  them. 

Stilly.  The  separate  article  relative  to  the  cession  of  the  island 
of  Tobago  to  His  Majesty. 

There  are  six  points  in  the  contre-projet  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment wliich  are  either  wholly  new,  or  were  discussed  and  posi- 
tively rejected  before  the  signatmre  of  the  preliminaries. 

1st.  The  conditions  on  which  the  settlements  and  factories  of 
the  French  Government  in  India  are  to  be  restored. 

2ndly.  The  arrangement  for  the  Newfoundland  fisheries. 

3rdly.  The  proposition  respecting  an  establishment  in  Falk- 
land Islands. 

4thly.  The  engagement  that  the  fishermen  and  fisheries  of 
both  countries  shall  be  protected  and  considered  as  neutral  in  time 
of  war. 

5thly.  The  abolition  of  the  salute  at  sea. 

fithly.  The  proposed  regulation  respecting  ambassadors  and 
ministers  of  the  contracting  parties. 

I shall  proceed  to  give  your  Lordship  the  necessary  instructions 
upon  the  several  points,  taking  them  in  the  order  in  which  they 
are  above  arranged. 

Pro  JET  OF  His  Majesty’s  Government. 

1st.  That  part  of  the  article  respecting  prisoners  of  war  which 
obliges  the  contracting  parties  to  pay  the  debts  due  on  account  of 
their  maintenance. 

By  the  10th  Article  of  the  preliminaries,  this  question  was  to 
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be  decided  by  the  definitive  treaty,  according  to  the  law  of  nations, 
and  conformably  to  established  usage.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  by  the  usage  of  modem  times,  the  proposition  of  His  Majesty’s 
Government  is  completely  borne  out.  In  the  treaties  of  1763  and 
1783,  articles  to  this  effect  were  introduced;  and  during  the  war, 
the  justice  of  this  principle  has  been  recognised  by  the  French 
Government  itself,  in  the  Arrete  of  the  Directory  of  November 
29th,  1799,  and  in  the  letter  of  M.  Talleyrand  of  November  17th, 
1800,  and  has  never  since  been  attempted  to  be  controverted  in  the 
course  of  the  present  negotiation. 

Your  Lordship  is  desired  to  press  this  point  upon  the  French 
Government  with  all  the  weight  its  importance  requires.  You  are 
at  the  same  time  at  liberty  to  listen  to  any  proposal  which  they 
may  make  (after  admitting  the  principle)  to  secure  to  His  Majesty 
an  equivalent  for  the  sums  so  due  to  him. 

2ndly.  The  omission  of  any  article  respecting  Portugal. 

His  Majesty  has  felt  the  greatest  concern  at  the  omission  of 
such  an  article  in  the  contre-projet  of  the  French  Government. 
Tliis  article  not  only  makes  a part  of  the  preliminaries  of  the  1st  of 
October,  but  has  been  distinctly  recognised  as  a condition  of  the 
peace  by  the  French  plenipotentiary  even  at  the  time  that  he  was 
objecting  to  the  admission  of  a Minister  from  Portugal  at  Amiens. 
If  you  should  find  any  difficulty  on  this  subject  (which  it  is  to  be 
hoped  cannot  be  the  case)  you  are  at  liberty,  at  a proper  time  and 
in  a proper  manner,  to  state  to  the  French  plenipotentiary,  that 
His  Majesty  considers  the  adoption  in  substance  of  the  6th  article 
of  the  preliminaries  with  the  explanation  and  qualifications  of  the 
secret  article,  as  absolutely  indispensable  to  the  successful  issue  of 
the  negotiation. 

3rdly.  The  interests  of  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

The  first  part  of  this  article,  which  proposes  the  restoration  of 
the  property,  real  and  personal,  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  or  that 
an  adequate  indemnity  should  be  given  to  him,  is  of  essential  im- 
portance, and  must  be  insisted  on.  The  justice  of  this  claim  was 
never  disputed  when  it  was  under  consideration  previous  to  the 
signature  of  the  preliminaries,  and  the  French  Government 
can  have  no  interest  in  opposing  such  an  arrangement.  The 
latter  part  of  the  article  which  relates  to  a territorial  indemnifica- 
tion to  the  House  of  Orange  for  the  loss  of  the  office  of  Stadtholder, 
may  be  given  up,  provided  it  is  clearly  understood,  that  the  omis- 
sion of  it  in  the  definitive  treaty  shall  not  operate  any  prejudice  to 
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suc4i  claims  as  may  be  otherwise  made  with  reference  thereto,  by 
or  on  the  behalf  of  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

4thly.  The  engagement  to  deliver  up  persons  accused  of  high 
treason,  &c.,  on  sufficient  evidence  being  adduced  against  them. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  insist  upon  this  article  if  serious  objec- 
tions should  be  made  to  it. 


5thly.  The  separate  article  relative  to  the  cession  of  Tobago  to 
His  Majesty. 

Your  Lordship  is  referred  on  this  point  to  the  instructions  con- 
tained in  my  despatch,  No.  13. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  His  Majesty’s  Government  to  insist 
on  the  cession  of  this  island ; although  they  consider  the  ground  on 
which  the  article  respecting  Tobago  has  been  brought  forward  by 
them,  as  by  no  means  liable  to  the  same  observations  as  may  be 
applied  to  the  new  pretensions  advanced  in  the  contre-projet  of 
the  French  Government. 


Contre-Projet  of  the  French  Government. 

1st.  The  conditions  on  which  the  settlements  and  factories  of 
the  French  Government  in  India  are  to  be  restored. 

Your  Lordship  is  better  informed  on  this  subject  than  any 
other  person,  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty’s  Government, 
that  the  article  as  proposed,  as  well  as  the  article  which  follows  it, 
are  wholly  inadmissible ; and  that  it  is  not  proper  to  grant  to  the 
French  Government  any  advantages,  with  respect  to  their  settle- 
ments, factories,  or  trade  in  the  East  Indies,  which  shall  place 
them  on  a better  footing  than  they  were  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities. 

2ndly.  The  arrangements  for  the  Newfoundland  fisheries. 

The  French  projet  proposes  that  His  Majesty  should  cede  in 
full  sovereignty  the  most  important  part  of  the  island  of  Newfound- 
land, in  consideration  of  the  barren  rocks  of  St.  Pierre  and  Mique- 
lon. An  article  to  the  same  effect  was  introduced  into  the  first 
projet  of  the  preliminary  treaty  presented  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  was  rejected  by  His  Majesty.  He  will  not  consent  to 
cede  any  part  of  his  territory  in  this  quarter,  nor  to  extend  the 
limits  of  the  French  fisheries.  The  right  of  fishery  on  the  Great 
Bank  and  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  within  a certain  distance 
of  the  shore,  belonged  to  the  French  before  the  commencement  of 
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the  war,  and  may  be  inserted  in  an  article  in  the  definitive  treaty 
if  desired. 

3rdly.  The  proposition  respecting  an  establishment  in  Falk- 
land’s Island. 

This  article  was  likewise  brought  forward  in  the  projet  of  pre- 
liminaries, and  likewise  rejected.  It  cannot  therefore  form  a part 
of  the  definitive  treaty. 

4thly.  The  engagement  that  the  fishermen  and  fisheries  of  both 
countries  shall  be  protected  and  considered  as  neutral  in  time  of 
war. 

It  is  wholly  unprecedented  to  stipulate  in  a treaty  of  peace,  any 
limitation  of  the  powers  which  the  parties  may  think  it  expedient  to 
make  use  of  in  case  of  war.  The  experience  of  the  conduct  of  the 
British  Government  at  all  times,  is  a sufficient  security  that  they 
will  be  disposed  to  act  with  proper  liberality.  His  Majesty  will 
never  consent,  however,  to  place  out  of  his  hands  in  a treaty  of 
peace,  those  means  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  security  of  his 
dominions  in  time  of  war.  This  article  was  also  rejected  when  pro- 
posed as  part  of  the  preliminary  treaty. 

5thly.  The  abolition  of  the  salute  at  sea. 

His  Majesty  camiot  agree  to  this  article.  It  is  without  pre- 
cedent, and  called  for  by  no  cu’cumstances  arising  out  of  it,  or  con- 
nected with  the  war. 

Gthly.  The  proposed  regulation  respecting  ambassadors  and 
ministers  of  the  contracting  parties. 

This  article  is  new,  and  appears  to  be  Liable  to  some  objections  ; 
but  if  any  considerable  importance  is  attached  to  it  by  the  French 
Government,  and  if  the  giving  way  upon  it  will  facilitate  the  other 
objects  of  the  treaty,  there  is  no  sufficient  reason  for  rejecting  it. 

The  article  respecting  Malta  is  the  remaining  point  to  which 
I shall  advert  in  the  present  despatch.  The  article  of  the  French 
projet  now  proposed  is  objectionable  on  account  of  its  insufficiency, 
and  its  omitting  many  points  which  I understood  were  agreed  upon, 
particularly  the  guarantee  of  the  arrangement  by  Kussia. 

The  admission  of  a Maltese  Langue,  the  opening  the  ports  to 
the  vessels  of  all  countries  on  moderate  and  equal  duties,  and  the 
occupation  of  the  forts  by  a garrison  under  the  King  of  Naples  for 
a certain  number  of  years,  at  the  joint  expense  of  Great  Britain  and 
France.  If  these  points  can  be  satisfactorily  adjusted.  His  Majesty’s 
Government  will  have  no  objection  to  the  subjects  of  the  British 


1802. 


ENGLAND  AND  AMIENS. 


43  L 

and  French  Governments  being  equally  excluded  from  the  Order ; 
and  it  will  be  an  important  additional  stipulation,  if  it  can  be 
agreed  that  in  the  event  of  any  war  amongst  the  European  Powers, 
the  neutrality  of  Malta  should  be  respected. 

I have,  &c., 

Hawkesbuky. 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Addington  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.] 

My  DEAK  Lord,  Downing  Street,  Jan.  y«  2ik1,  1802. 

I have  to  thank  your  Lordship  for  two  letters — one  of  the 
12th  and  another  of  the  27th  December — the  first  relating  to  the 
island  of  Malta,  the  second  to  the  complexion  and  general  state  of 
the  negotiation. 

You  will  probably  have  learnt  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  that,  in 
consideration  of  the  natural  strength  of  Malta,  and  of  the  reasoning 
which  that  circumstance  suggests, — in  consideration  also  of  the 
difficulty,  if  not  actual  impossibility  of  an  effectual  demolition 
of  the  fortifications,  joined  to  the  knowledge  we  have  obtained  of 
the  feelings  of  the  Maltese,  and  of  the  sentiments  and  wishes  of 
the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg!!, — His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants 
are  disposed,  though  not  without  diffidence  and  reluctance,  to 
adhere  to  the  alternative  of  preserving  the  works,  and  of  incurring 
the  eventual  inconveniences,  to  say  the  least,  of  a Neapolitan 
garrison. 

With  respect  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  at  Amiens,  it  appears 
to  me  that  no  other  can  be  prudently  and  safely  taken  but  that 
of  an  adherence  to  the  preliminaries,  with  the  exception  only  of 
the  claims  for  compensation  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  for  the  loss 
of  his  property, — a point  to  which  great  importance  is  attached  by 
His  Majesty,  and  which  was  eventually  reserved  for  discussion  by 
a distinct  understanding  between  the  two  Governments.  The 
refusal  to  enter  into  a suitable  arrangement  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  Tobago  in  the  hands  of  its  present  possessors  is  also 
deeply  felt  by  the  King.  After  all  it  appears  probable  that  the 
principal  difficulty  will  arise  from  the  claim  for  compensation 
to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  which  perhaps  will  be  got  over  by  an 
arrangement  with  the  Batavian  Government,  which  appears  to 
be  desirous  of  cultivating  a good  understanding  with  our  own — an 
object,  the  attainment  of  which  would  be  greatly  facihtated  by  an 
agreement  on  their  part  to  do  justice  to  His  Serene  Highness 
with  reference  to  the  matter  in  question.  The  fair  objects  of  the 
negotiation  are  now  so  few,  and  the  principles  on  which  they 
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ought  to  rest  so  plain  and  obvious,  that  the  final  arrangement 
cannot  be  long  suspended  but  by  a wilful  delay  on  the  part  of  one 
Government  or  the  other.  We  shall  not,  I hope  and  believe,  incur 
that  imputation,  and,  as  your  Lordship  well  knows,  we  certainly 
will  not  deserve  it.  Our  conduct  with  respect  to  the  armament 
which  has  recently  quitted  the  ports  of  France  and  Holland,  and 
our  permission  to  La  Crosse  ^ to  return  to  Guadaloupe  in  a vessel 
provided  for  him  at  Martinico,  are,  amongst  many  others,  decisive 
indications  of  the  sincerity  of  the  disposition  we  have  professed. 
A similar  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government  in 
the  remaining  stages  of  the  negotiation  will  ensure  the  speedy 
accomplishment  of  its  object,  and  afford  an  encouraging  and  satis- 
factory prospect  of  a real  reconciliation  and  a lasting  peace 
between  the  two  countries. 

I beg  your  Lordship’s  pardon  for  having  detained  you  so  long, 
and  will  only  add  that  it  is  an  inexpressible  comfort  to  me  to  reflect 
that  the  business  at  Amiens,  as  far  as  this  country  is  concerned,  is 
in  your  hands  ; and  that  j ^ 

Henry  Addington. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  Jan.  10,  1802. 

The  difficulties  which  have  occurred  in  stating  in  the 
protocol,  the  points  which  were  agitated  at  my  conference  with  the 
French  plenipotentiary  on  the  3rd  instant,  as  I mentioned  in  my 
last  communication,  have  required  two  subsequent  meetings  to 
adjust ; and  it  was  not  till  late  last  night  that  the  protocol  to  be 
signed  by  us  this  morning  was  finally  agreed  upon  between  me 
and  M.  Joseph  Bonaparte.  I have  the  honour  to  transmit  a copy 
of  it  inclosed,  as  it  has  been  signed  accordingly. 

The  difficulties  above  alluded  to,  have  arisen  principally  from  the 
wish  of  the  French  plenipotentiary  (manifested  evidently  by  a variety 
of  circumstances,  with  the  detail  of  which  it  is  not  necessary  to 
trouble  your  Lordship)  at  least  to  defer  as  long  as  possible^  calling 


^ Jean  Raimond  de  la  Crosse,  of  a noble 
family,  one  of  the  few  naval  officers  who  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  declared 
themselves  Republicans,  b.  Sept.  7,  1760,  d. 
Sept.  10, 1829  ; m.  1790,  Mile,  de  Keranguen, 
dan.  of  a Capitaine  de  Vaisseau.  He  saw  a 
good  deal  of  service.  Commanded  Les  Droits 
de  I’Homrae,  an  84,  when  she  was  attacked, 
in  Audieme  Bay,  by  two  frigates,  the  Inde- 
fatigable and  Amazon.  She  was  driven  on 
shore  by  them,  Jan.  14,  1797,  and  totally 
wrecked.  Out  of  1600  men  on  board, 


scarcely  300  were  saved.  The  Amazon  was 
also  wrecked,  but  lost  only  six  men.  M.  de 
la  Crosse,  then  a Rear-Admiral,  commanded 
the  Boulogne  flotilla,  1 803. 

2 In  a letter  from  Joseph  to  Talleyrand, 
Dec.  29,  1801,  he  states  that  he  could  not 
admit  the  Batavian  Minister  to  the  Con- 
ferences, until  he  had  received  full  powers  to 
treat  with  him,  and  that  he  was  therefore 
obliged,  as  he  would  not  own  the  truth,  to 
have  recourse  to  some  subterfuge. 
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the  Dutch  Minister  to  the  meeting,  for  the  sake  of  delaying  the  nego- 
tiation, if  not  to  endeavour  to  make  the  insertion  of  the  article  in 
the  treaty,  expressing  the  formal  cession  of  Ceylon,  dependent  upon 
the  previous  settlement  of  the  claims  which  the  Batavian  Govern- 
ment has  to  bring  forward,  or,  finally,  for  some  other  concealed 
purpose,  which  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive.  The  inexplicable  con- 
duct of  M.  Bonaparte  on  this  subject,  which  had  filled  me  with 
suspicions  and  uneasiness,  from  the  moment  I observed  what  he 
inserted  in  the  protocol  of  the  28th  December  in  regard  to  the 
supposed  absence  of  the  Batavian  Plenipotentiary,  made  me  think 
it  necessary  to  push  this  point  to  an  issue:  first,  in  order  to 
bring  to  light  any  mischief  which  might  be  intended  ; and  next, 
to  accelerate  the  negotiation,  by  inserting  in  the  protocol  the  obser- 
vations which  your  Lordship  will  see  distinguished  by  a perpen- 
dicular line  in  the  margin.  M.  Bonaparte  resisted  the  insertion 
of  them  at  the  time,  and  continued  the  same  opposition  till 
yesterday  evening,  when  I only  brought  him  to  a com^^liance  by 
adliering  firmly  to  my  demand.  Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that 
it  has  finally  answered  the  good  purpose  of  securing  the  accession 
to  the  preliminary  articles  of  the  Batavian  Kepublic  without 
further  difficulty.  In  consequence  of  the  note  from  the  Batavian 
plenipotentiary  inserted  in  the  protocol  (which  had  been  delivered 
a week  ago)  M.  Bonaparte  informed  me  that  he  would  invite 
him  to  attend  at  our  next  meeting,  wliich  is  to  take  place  to- 
morrow. 

His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants  will  also  see  in  the  enclosed 
paper,  the  long  arguments  which  are  adduced  to  resist  his  claim 
for  the  payment  of  the  advances  made  to  French  prisoners  of  war ; 
in  addition  to  which,  I am  sorry  to  say,  that  from  every  expression 
which  has  dropped  from  M.  Bonaparte,  the  decided  resolution  of 
his  Government  not  to  come  to  any  compromise  whatever  on  this 
head  has  been  but  too  evident.  It  is  therefore  now  become  quite 
necessary  that  I should  be  honoured  with  His  Majesty’s  final  com- 
mands in  regard  to  this  object. 

When  M.  Bonaparte  insisted,  on  his  side,  upon  inserting  in  the 
protocol  his  objection  to  acknowledge  the  communication  which  I 
made  to  him  by  a minute  relative  to  His  Majesty’s  pretensions  in 
favour  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and-  the  payment  by  the  Batavian 
Government  of  the  advances  made  for  the  maintenance  of  Dutch 
prisoners,  I did  not  fail  to  represent  to  him  that  it  was  perfectly 
conformable  to  diplomatic  usage  to  make  communications  in  that 
manner,  and  that  the  same  usage  considered  them  as  equally 
valid,  even  when  made  only  by  word  of  mouth  in  a formal  con- 
VOL.  III.  2 F 
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ference.  The  resistance,  therefore,  which  he  has  shown  in  this 
particular  must,  I am  afraid,  be  regarded  as  a strong  indication  of 
the  intention  of  his  Government  not  to  admit  the  claims  in  question 
in  any  stage  of  the  negotiation,  notwithstanding  the  favourable 
disposition  which  he  has  manifested  at  different  times  to  facilitate 
an  indemnity  for  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  Jan.  10,  1802. 

In  the  occasional  conversations  which  I have  had  of  late 
with  M.  Scliimmelpenninck,  he  has  expressed  to  me  his  surprise 
at  not  being  called  upon  by  M.  Bonaparte  to  partake  in  the 
negotiation  of  the  definitive  treaty,  particularly  since  he  delivered 
to  that  Minister  a week  ago  a notification  of  the  accession  of  his 
Government  to  the  preliminary  articles,  and  he  has  appeared  to 
be  as  much  at  a loss  as  myself  to  account  for  the  conduct  of  the 
French  plenipotentiary.  Having  dined  at  my  house  the  day 
before  yesterday,  he  waited  till  the  rest  of  the  company  had 
retired,  to  speak  to  me  again  on  the  same  subject,  when  he  said 
that  the  delay  in  regard  to  his  participation  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  congress  as  to  the  points  in  which  his  Government  was  con- 
cerned, had  now  become  so  long  that  he  had  determined  to  address 
himself  directly  to  me  by  a note  which  he  put  into  my  hands,  and 
of  which  I enclose  a copy. 

I did  not  peruse  it  till  after  M.  Schimmelpenninck  had  left 
me,  when,  upon  observing  that  his  accession  to  the  preliminary 
articles  is  only  expressed  in  a conditional  manner,  I thought  it 
necessary  to  lose  no  time  in  replying  to  it  in  the  terms  which 
your  Lordship  will  perceive  by  the  inclosed  copy,  and  by  which 
I have,  more  especially  for  that  reason,  taken  the  whole  of  his 
exposition  ad  referendum. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Amiens,  Jan.  10,  1802. 

My  despatch  will  show  you  that  we  are  getting  forward, 
although  not  with  the  expedition,  nor  perhaps  with  the  success, 
that  may  be  expected : I trust,  however,  that  the  difficulties  which 
we  have  to  encounter  will  not  be  overlooked. 
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Instead  of  meeting  with  a return  for  the  liberal  tenor  of  our 
conduct,  we  have  found  no  kindly  disposition  upon  any  occasion, 
but  have  always  been  kept  strictly  to  the  letter  of  the  preli- 
minaries. 

After  what  passed  yesterday  at  our  meeting  on  the  subject  of 
the  projet  for  Malta,  it  does  not  appear  probable  that  there  will  be 
much  difficulty  on  any  other  essential  points,  except  those  of  the 
prisoners  and  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

On  the  former  of  these,  circumscribed  as  we  are  by  the  setting 
aside  of  all  previous  communication  with  M.  Otto,  I confess  that  1 
hardly  see  a prospect  of  our  obtaining  even  the  acknowledgment  of 
a hopeless  debt. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  we  are  likewise  reduced 
to  negotiate  under  great  disadvantages,  as  well  from  the  circum- 
stance of  the  Prince’s  not  having  been  noticed  in  the  preliminaries, 
as  from  the  delicacy  which  must  be  observed  in  making  references 
to,  or  in  any  material  degree  bringing  forward  M.  Schimmelpen- 
ninck,  who,  whatever  his  private  sentiments  may  be,  can  only 
appear  at  a meeting  of  the  plenipotentiaries  as  an  humble  and 
dependent  ally  of  France. 

I can,  however,  hardly  believe,  after  what  the  First  Consul 
said  at  Paris,  that  it  is  not  in  his  contemplation  to  give  his 
Highness  some  territorial  indemnity;  and  the  proposal  for  the 
resignation  of  the  office  of  Stadtholder  and  the  sequestered 
property  belonging  to  the  Dutch  which  is  in  our  hands,  will 
give  weight  to  our  further  claims,  in  addition  to  which  no 
practicable  exertion  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  endeavom- 
to  obtain  a suitable  provision  for  the  Prince  and  his  illustrious 
family. 

I have  not  mentioned  the  recognition  of  the  King  of  Etrmia 
or  of  the  new  Italian  Kepublics  amongst  the  means  of  assisting  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  as  it  appears  to  be  His  Majesty’s  wish  to  turn 
those  concessions  to  some  advantage  for  the  unfortunate  King  of 
Sardinia.  j 

Cornwallis. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Nightingale  to  Major-General  Ross. 

My  dear  General,  Amiens,  Jan.  10,  1802. 

. . . You  desire  me  to  tell  you  how  we  live  and  with 

whom  we  live.  In  answer  to  the  first,  I can  only  say  that  nobody 
need  envy  us ; the  only  thing  like  comfort  is  on  those  days  when 
we  dine  quietly  at  home  by  ourselves,  and  as  for  amusements, 
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there  are  none  of  any  kind.^  With  whom  we  live  might  be 
answered  in  very  few  words ; and  indeed  many  of  the  male  part 
of  our  society  might,  without  deviating  from  truth,  be  called  rogues, 

and  many  of  the  female  part,  with  equal  propriety, . This, 

you  will  allow,  is  not  a very  flattering  prospect,  or  exactly  the  sort 
of  society  Lord  Cornwallis  would  mix  with  by  choice.  We  meet 
every  day  the  same  people,  and  always  the  same  formal  parties  at 
dinner.  The  company  consists  of  Joseph  Bonaparte,  who  is  rather 
the  best  among  them,  though  he  has  not  at  all  the  manners  of  a 
gentleman ; he  means,  however,  to  do  well  and  to  be  civil.  His 
wife^  is  a very  short,  very  thin,  very  ugly,  and  very  vulgar  little 
woman,  without  anything  to  say  for  herself.  The  Dutch  Ambas- 
sador is,  I think,  rather  above  par,  and  his  wife,  who  has  been 
pretty,  has  more  the  manners  of  a gentlewoman  than  any  one 
here.  The  next  in  the  list  are  the  Prefet®  of  the  Department 
(our  English  servants  call  him  the  Perfect)  and  his  wife.  He  is  a 
very  ill-looking  scoundrel,  and  was  a member  of  the  National  Con- 
vention, and,  being  absent  during  the  poor  King’s  trial,  sent  his 
vote  in  writing,  which  was  ‘‘  la  mort,  sans  appel  ” (as  some  of  the 
members  who  voted  for  death  wished  an  appeal  to  be  made  to  the 
people).  This  man  is  not  very  likely  to  become  a bosom  friend  of 
ours.  His  wife  is  a tall,  plain,  vulgar  woman,  therefore  may  pro- 
bably pass  for  being  more  virtuous  than  some  of  the  others. 
The  next  are  the  Mayor  and  his  wife.  She  is  good-looking, 
and  has  more  the  aj^pearance  of  a lady  of  easy  virtue  than  any 
of  them,  and  I am  informed  she  does  not  belie  her  appearance. 
These  are  the  principal  people : the  other  ladies  are  the  wives 
of  the  French  Secretaries  of  Legation,  wliich,  with  the  principal 
military  officers  and  civil  authorities,  form  the  whole  of  our 
society ; and  I am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  it  is  a great 
deal  too  bad  Lord  Cornwallis  should  be  obliged  to  live  with,  and 
be  civil  to,  such  a set. 

We  have  generally  one  or  two  great  dinners  a-week, — dine 
once  at  Joseph’s  and  once  at  Schimmelpenninck’s,  and  sometimes 


^ The  Municipality  requested  Lord  Corn- 
wallis to  fix  the  hour  which  would  suit  him  for 
the  play  to  begin  at  the  theatre.  This  he  de- 
clined doing,  but  they  found  out  that  his  usual 
dinner-hour  was  six,  and  they  postponed  the 
commencement  of  the  performances  to  scA^en. 

Marie  Julie  Clary,  b.  Dec.  26,  1777,  d. 
April  7,  1845  ; m,  Aug.  1,  1794. 

^ Nicholas  Marie  Quinette,  b.  Sept.  1762, 
d.  June  14,  1821,  Originally  a notary  at 
Soissons.  A violent  republican,  and  voted 
for  the  death  of  the  King,  personally,  and 
not  by  writing  as  Colonel  Nightingall  had 


heard.  One  of  the  Commissioners  sent  to 
arrest  Dumouriez,  by  whom,  however,  they 
were  seized,  April  1,  1793,  and  sent  prisoners 
to  the  Austrians,  He  and  his  colleagues  were 
exchanged,  Dec.  25,  1795,  for  the  Duchesse 
d’Angouleme.  Minister  of  the  Interior,  1799. 
Prefet  de  la  Somme  from  1800  to  1810. 
One  of  Fouche’s  Provisional  Government, 
1815,  when  Paris  surrendered  to  the  Allies, 
Being  banished  as  a regicide,  he  went  to 
America  in  1819,  Latterly  he  called  himself 
Baron  de  Rochemont. 
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with  the  Mayor  or  the  Prefet.  As  there  is  no  variety  whatever, 
you  are  now  in  possession  of  our  style  of  living  at  Amiens.  Lord 
C.  rides  out  every  day  when  the  weather  permits,  which  is  our 
only  recreation ; and  when  we  dine  by  ourselves,  it  is  always  con- 
sidered a great  treat  and  a most  fortunate  event.  I forgot  to 
mention  that  when  we  dine  out  we  get  nothing  fit  to  eat  or  drink, 
which  does  not  add  much  to  the  pleasure  or  satisfaction  of  the 
party.  Lord  Cornwallis,  I am  sorry  to  say,  has  not  been  able  to 
walk  out  for  some  time,  having  been  much  troubled  with  the  old 
complaint  in  one  of  his  feet,  which  prevents  his  going  out  during 
the  frost : it  is  now  a little  swelling  upon  the  heel.  It  is  unlucky 
it  should  have  attacked  him  just  as  this  severe  weather  set  in,  for 
a little  exercise  on  horseback  would  be  of  the  greatest  service.  I 
am  in  hopes,  however,  that  the  frost  is  breaking  up. 

-I  remain,  &c., 

M.  Nightingall. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Amiens,  Jan.  16,  1802. 

I have  not  written  to  you  lately,  having  nothing  very  par- 
ticular to  communicate,  especially  that  I should  have  chosen  to 
transmit  by  the  post  to  Brighton ; for  in  the  business  in  which  I 
am  employed,  my  letters,  which  might  be  supposed  to  be  written 
confidentially,  would  be  an  object  of  curiosity  to  speculators  in 
money  as  well  as  politics. 

You  are  by  this  time  settled  in  town,  and  your  letters  will  go 
to  the  Ordnance  Office.  I shall  now,  therefore,  tell  you  frankly 
that  I have  suffered  much  uneasiness'  and  anxiety,  and  at  times 
entertained  great  doubts  whether  the  French  really  meant  peace, 
or  whether  Bonaparte  did  not  wish  to  keep  the  door  open,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  take  either  line  as  might  best  suit  his  purposes  for 
the  security  of  his  powers. 

The  negotiation,  however,  has  now  taken  a more  favourable 
turn,  and  will,  I have  no  doubt,  terminate  pacifically;  but  the 
conclusion,  I apprehend,  is  still  distant,  and  we  shall  carry  no 
points  that  would  do  any  peculiar  credit  to  those  concerned  in  the 
embassy.  Convinced,  however,  as  I was  of  the  ruinous  conse- 
quences of  our  persevering  in  a hopeless  war,  I shall  be  satisfied  if 
I sign  a peace  that  will  not  dishonour  the  country,  and  will  afford 
as  reasonable  a prospect  of  future  safety  as  the  present  very  extra- 
ordinary circumstances  of  Europe  will  admit. 

Beheve  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.]  Received  Jan.  18. 

My  dear  Lord,  London,  Jan.  16,  1802. 

I think  it  important  to  inform  you  that  I have  persuaded 
the  Portuguese  Minister  destined  for  the  congress  at  ximiens,  not 
to  press  his  claim  to  he  admitted  as  plenipotentiary  there.  This 
removes  a considerable  difficulty.  You  will  communicate  it  of 
course  to  J.  Bonaparte,  and  state  it  as  a proof  of  our  wishing  to 
give  every  facility  to  the  negotiation  consistent  with  our  honour 
and  our  essential  interests.  The  dilatory  conduct  of  Spain  creates 
great  dissatisfaction  here,  as  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  aiTange  our 
finances  till  the  peace  is  actually  concluded,  and  as  Parliament 
must  meet  for  the  despatch  of  business  before  the  end  of  this 
month,  it  will  be  impossible  for  Mr.  Addingion  to  bring  forward 
the  budget  before  the  completion  of  the  definitive  treaty,  and  we 
may  therefore  be  placed  in  a very  embarrassing  situation,  and 
shall  certainly  be  exposed  to  perpetual  importunities.  It  is  impos- 
sible, however,  for  us  to  conclude  the  treaty  (consistently  with  the 
principles  on  which  we  have  hitherto  acted)  unless  Spain  is  a 
party  to  it,  or  unless  it  is  understood  in  some  way  or  other,  that 
the  restitutions  are  not  to  take  place  till  Spain  has  actually 
acceded.  j 

Hawkesbury. 


The  Archbishop  of  Dublin  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Received  Jan.  18.] 

My  Lord,  Stephen’s  Green,  Jan.  8,  1802. 

I have  been  prevented,  partly  by  a severe  fit  of  illness 
under  which  I still  labour,  but  principally  by  not  kno^ving  how  to 
address  a letter  to  your  Excellency,  from  conveying  to  you  sooner 
my  sincere  and  grateful  thanks  for  my  translation  to  the  See  of 
Dublm,^  in  consequence  of  your  Excellency’s  recommendation  of 
me.  The  patent  passed  on  the  8th  day  of  last  month,  since  which 
time  I have  been  confined  to  my  house. 

Your  Excellency’s  most  important  business  proceeds,  I sin- 
cerely hope^  to-  your  satisfaction.  That  it  may  soon  be  brought  to ' 
a happy  conclusion,  and  your  Excellency  return  in  health  to  your 
own  country  to  receive  the  well-earned  rewards  of  signal  services 
and  the  tranquil  pleasures  of  domestic  happiness,  is  the  sincere 

My  Lord,  &c., 

Chas.  Dublin. 


^ From  the  See  of  Cashel. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin. 

My  TjOED,  Amiens,  Jan.  19,  1802. 

It  gave  me  great  concern  to  learn  by  your  Grace’s  letter, 
dated  the  8th  instant,  that  you  have  for  some  time  laboured  under 
a severe  fit  of  illness,  from  which  yon  had  not  then  recovered.  I 
trust,  however,  that  you  have  by  this  time  made  considerable  pro- 
gress towards  the  perfect  re-establishment  of  yonr  health. 

Although  it  was  highly  gratifying  to  me  to  be  the  official 
instrument  in  your  appointment  to  the  See  of  Dublin,  I can  take 
no  merit  to  myself  for  a promotion  to  which  your  Grace  in  every 
sense  was  so  eminently  and  so  justly  entitled. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis  Corntv^allis  to  IMajor-General  Ross. 

DeAE  Ross,  Amiens,  Jan.  21,  1802. 

I trust  that  things  are  coming  rather  more  rapidly  towards 
a conclusion  than  they  appeared  likely  to  do  when  I wrote  last, 
but  in  the  wliole  course  of  the  business  I have  found  so  much 
unsteadiness  and  tergiversation,  that  I dare  not  speak  too  confi- 
dently. What  can  be  expected  from  a nation  naturally  overbear- 
ing and  insolent,  when  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  are  prostrating 
themselves  at  its  feet  and  supplicating  for  forgiveness  and  future 
favom-,  except  one  little  island,  which,  by  land  at  least,,  is  reduced 
to  a strict  and  at  best  a very  inconvenient  defensive  ? 

I am  afraid  that  matters  are  in  a disagreeable  state  between 
us  and  the  Tiuks  in  Egypt : the  latter  have  certainly  acted  mth 
the  cruelty  and  treachery  which  have  so  long  marked  their  cha- 
racter. I have,  how^ever,  heard  reports  that  give  reason  to  suspect 
that  there  has  been  want  of  temper  on  our  part.  My  information 
with  regard  to  the  latter,  however,  is  very  imperfect,  and  may 
perhaps  be  totally  unfounded. 

Brome  has,  I find,  an  idea  of  buying  Sir  John  Call’s^  house, 
and  I have  encouraged  liim  to  do  it ; for  as  it  is  freehold,  subject 
only  for  the  next  six  years  to  a ground-rent  of  120 Z.  to  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  we  should  be  sure  at  any  time  of  nearly  getting  back 
the  purchase-money,  if  w^e  wished  to  dispose  of  it  again,  and  it 
would  be  no  objection  that  it  was  so  near  to  Savile  Row.^ 

Believe  me  ever  most  truly  yours, 

COENWALLIS. 

^ Sir  John  Call,  Bart.,  so  created  July  28,  Engineer.  M.P.  for  Callington  from  May, 
1791,  b.  1782,  d.  IMarch  7,  1801  ; m.  March  1784,  till  his  death.  His  house  was  situated 
28,  1772,  Philadelphia,  dau.  and  co-heir  of  in  Old  Burlington  Street. 

W'illiam  Batty,  Esq.,  M.D.  He  had  served  “ Where  General  Ross  lived, 
in  India  with  considerable  reputation  as  an 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  I.orp  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Amiens,  Jan.  21, 1802. 

You  will  see  that  we  have  had  our  difficulties,  and  that  if 
there  had  not  been  more  temper  on  our  side  than  there  was  dis- 
position to  accommodate  on  the  other,  the  negotiation  might  now 
have  borne  an  unpromising  aspect. 

The  projet  of  J.  Bonajiarte  for  Malta  will  not  come  up  to  the 
wishes  of  His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants,  but  I am  convinced 
that  it  is  all  that  can  be  obtained ; and,  although  I made  the 
best  battle  in  my  power,  I do  not  in  my  private  opinion  believe 
that  a Neapolitan  garrison  would  in  the  smallest  degree  secm’e  the 
island  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  if  they  should  at 
any  time  be  determined  to  obtain  possession. 

As  far  as  we  can  depend  on  what  falls  from  M.  J.  Bonaparte 
unofficially  in  conversation,  I am  inclined  to  think  that  he  will  not 
seriously  contend  for  any  alteration  in  the  article  of  the  sequestra- 
tions ; but  I am  convinced  that  both  the  First  Consul  and  himself 
have  decidedly  made  up  then.'  minds  to  resist  the  principle  of 
paying  for  the  maintenance  of  their  prisoners. 

Persuaded  as  I am  that  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  are  not  more 
sanguine  than  myseK  in  the  hope  of  receiving  any  part  of  the 
money,  and  that  they  would  not  think  the  object  of  sufficient 
importance  to  attempt  the  attainment  of  it  by  a renewal  of  the 
war,  I conceive  that  we  might  set  the  question  at  rest  without  loss 
of  honour,  if  the  French  would  say  that,  although  they  do  not 
admit  the  principle,  yet,  as  the  article  was  suffered  to  stand  in 
the  preliminaries,  and  as  there  were  the  examples  of  the  two  last 
treaties  of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France  in  om’  favour, 
they  would  agree  that  commissioners  should  be  appointed  by  both 
parties  to  examine  the  account,  in  order  that  it  might  be  put  into 
a channel  of  liquidation.  j 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Ha-wkesbury. 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  Jan.  23,  1802. 

. . . Your  Lordship  will  perceive  by  the  protocol  agreed 

to  yesterday,  that,  instead  of  detailing  the  arguments  used  on  both 
sides  on  the  several  points  to  which  it  refers,  we  determined  to 
abridge  the  work,  and  to  state  at  once  liberally  those  concessions 
wliich  it  was  in  our  power  to  make.  It  contains,  accordingly,  my 
consent  to  adopt  the  form  of  preamble  used  in  the  French  projet, 
as  well  as  to  admit  the  articles  respecting  a regulation  of  the 
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privileges  of  the  ambassadors  and  ministers  of  the  contracting 
parties,  and  that  of  M.  J.  Bonaparte  to  adopt  the  form  used  in  the 
projet  of  His  Majesty’s  Government,  of  expressing  the  restitutions 
which  are  to  take  place  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  instead  of 
the  detail  specified  in  the  French  projet.  For  the  rest,  the  pro- 
tocol contains  nothing  definitive  on  any  other  subject.  Your 
Lordship  will  see  in  it  the  fresh  demands  which  are  made,  in  lieu 
of  those  which  I have  rejected  for  some  acquisitions  to  facilitate 
the  French  trade  in  the  East  Indies,  as  well  as  their  fisheries  on 
the  coast  of  Newfoundland,  on  both  which  points  I shall  wait  to  be 
honoured  with  His  Majesty’s  commands. 

Although  M.  J.  Bonaparte  still  resists  the  adoption  of  the 
article  on  the  subject  of  the  sequestrations,  as  it  is  expressed  in  the 
projet  delivered  by  me,  I have  hopes  that  he  may  be  brought 
ultimately  to  consent  to  it.  . . . 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Amiens,  Jan.  23,  1802. 

You  will  see  in  the  protocol  that  accompanies  my  despatch, 
a long  string  of  requests  respecting  India  and  Newfoundland. 

Those  which  relate  to  the  former  were  brought  forward  by  M. 
Dupuy,  the  Secretary  of  Legation,  who  has  been  at  Mauritius ; and 
M.  J.  Bonaparte,  although  he  gave  them  his  sanction,  did  not 
appear  to  take  much  concern  about  them.  I told  the  French  pleni- 
potentiary that  I was  perfectly  assured  that  the  extension  of  land 
at  Mahe  and  the  establishment  of  a Kesident  in  the  country  of  the 
Rajah  of  Travancore,  could  not  be  admitted,  and  that,  although  the 
circumstances  of  the  other  propositions  were  not  accurately  known 
to  me,  I thought  it  highly  improbable  that  they  would  meet  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  British  Government. 

If  the  Bengal  commercial  system  should  be  now  established  at 
the  other  Presidencies,  it  might  not  only  be  fair  and  liberal,  but 
be  a means  of  preventing  future  disputes,  if  the  regulations  of  trade, 
and  the  privileges  granted  to  foreign  European  merchants  were 
likewise  assimilated,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  such  an  arrange- 
ment may  have  been  actually  made. 

But  it  will  be  enough  to  say  at  present  that  an  inquiry  will  be 
directed  into  the  inconveniences  to  which  the  French  pretend  that 
their  commerce  is  subjected  on  the  coasts  of  Coromandel  and  Ma- 
labar. 
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I shall  not  trouble  your  Lordship  with  any  observations  on 
their  further  pretensions  -with  regard  to  the  fisheries,  on  which 
subject  you  are  better  informed  than  myself.  . , , 

At  our  conference  yesterday  M.  J.  Bonaparte  repeated 
his  sentiments,  that  no  alteration  should  be  required  in  the  article 
of  the  sequestrations,  but  said  that,  as  the  interests  of  many  indi- 
viduals were  concerned,  he  could  take  no  step  until  he  received  an 
answer  to  the  reference  which  he  had  made  to  his  Government 
After  this  he  proceeded  to  the  article  of  the  prisoners,  whic 
is  the  only  remaining  point  on  which  we  are  still  at  issue,  when  he 
scouted  Vattd  as  being  no  authority,  and  showed  the  most  deter- 

mined  resolution  to  resist  all  payment.  i pi 

When  the  conference  broke  up,  I took  him  aside,  and  alter 
expressing  my  surprise  at  the  manner  in  which  he  rejected  this 
demand,  which  had,  I understood,  been  very  diiferently  receive  a 
the  time  of  negotiating  the  preliminaries,  I stated  how  very  useless 
and  unpleasant  it  would  be  to  meet  every  day  for  the  renewal  of 
warm  and  unavailing  altercations,  and  asked  hun  whether,  fi  1 
could  obtain  the  consent  of  my  Government,  he  would  agree  to  a 
va<^ue  article  which  would  at  least  save  our  honour,  and  proposed 
something  like  what  I mentioned  to  your  Lordship  m my  last 
private  letter,  assuring  him  however  in  the  strongest  terms  that  1 
was  perfectly  unauthorized  in  what  I had  suggested  on  this 

He  seemed  well-disposed  to  agree  to  the  appointment  of  Com- 
missioners for  the  investigation  and  liquidation  of  the  account, 
provided  there  was  a secret  article  to  prevent  their  being  “aRiea 
till  it  was  convenient  to  both  parties,  and  then  told  me  that  he 
had  received  a letter  from  the  Fust  Consul,  who  informed  him 
that  he  thought  that  I had  understood  what  he  said  with  lespect 
to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  when  he  saw  me  at  Pans,  rather  m too 
strong  a light ; but,  as  he  wished  to  show  his  disposition  to  be  civil 
to  the  King,  he  authorized  liim  to  say  that  he  would  allow  the 
eno-agement  of  the  French  Government  to  provide  a suitable  terri- 
torial possession  in  Germany  for  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  make  a 
public  ai-ticle  in  our  treaty.  The  publicity  of  the  article  is  in  fact 
the  only  boon,  for  the  matter  has  long  since  been  arranged  with 
the  Kinff  of  Prussia  and  with  Holland.  . ^ i 

He  then  added,  but  not  as  being  connected  with  the 
that  he  hoped  His  Majesty  would  be  inclined  to  do  the  hirst 
Consul  a favour,  by  acknowledging  the  Ligurian  and  Cisalpine 
Hepublics,  which  sooner  or  later  must  in  the  course  ot  things  be 
done.  I answered  that  I was  so  far  from  being  authorized  to  give 
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him  any  encouragement  on  this  head,  that  I knew  that  His  Ma- 
jesty was  not  inclined  to  admit  any  article  of  this  nature  into  the 
definitive  treaty,  and  that  I believed  it  would  be  very  difficult  at 
any  time  to  induce  him  to  acknowledge  the  Cisalpine  Republic, 
unless  some  territorial  provision  was  made  for  the  King  of  Sardinia. 
I thought  it  possible  that  he  might  not  be  so  averse  to  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  Ligurian  Republic  under  its  present  charge,  but 
on  this  subject  I could  by  no  means  make  myself  responsible. 

I have  perhaps  gone  a little  further  than  personal  prudence 
would  warrant,  but  I have  committed  my  Grovernment  to  no  con- 
cession, and  by  a step  that  will,  I trust,  materially  tend  to  expedite 
the  ultimate  object  which  it  is  of  so  great  importance  to  His  Ma- 
jesty’s affairs  that  we  should  speedily  attain,  I have  only  rendered 
it  a httle  more  difficult  for  myself  to  support  a contest,  which, 
according  to  my  conviction,  could  be  productive  of  no  public 
advantage.  j am,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private,] 

My  DEAE  LoED,  Amiens,  Jan.  29,  1802. 

In  * my  conference  yesterday  with  the  French  and  Dutch 
Ministers,  the  latter  on  the  subject  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  said, 
that  he  concluded  that  the  right  of  sovereignty  was  to  be  acknow- 
ledged to  exist  in  the  Batavian  Republic,  and  that  no  other  nation 
should  claim  a title  to  have  factories  or  commercial  establishments 
in  that  colony ; he  proposed  therefore  that  the  word  commercial 
should  be  omitted  in  the  article,  and  that  it  should  be  confined  to 
the  admission  of  ships  of  every  description  belonging  to  Great 
Britain  and  France.  M.  Bonaparte  made  no  objection,  and  as  I 
was  persuaded  that  the  Dutch  Minister  was  morp  apprehensive  of 
encroachments  on  the  part  of  France  than  of  England,  and  that  he 
knew  as  well  as  I did  that  nothing  could  be  more  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  East  India  Company  and  of  the  British  nation, 
than  that  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  should  become  the  gi’eat  mart 
for  India  goods,  to  be  transported  from  thence  in  French  bottoms 
to  every  port  in  Europe,  I readily  gave  my  consent. 

I then  showed  to  M.  Bonaparte  the  article  respecting  the  terri- 
torial indemnification  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  proposed  that 
it  should  be  added  to  the  protocol ; but  he  desired  that  it  might 
be  postponed  for  the  present,  and  then  told  me  privately  that  he 
had  received  letters  from  his  Government  directing  him  to  withdraw 
the  request  which  he  had  so  strongly  urged  in  favour  of  the  Cisal- 
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pine  Eepublic,  and  on  tlie  other  hand  to  press  in  the  most  earnest 
manner  the  acknowledgment  of  the  King  of  Etruria,  to  which,  as 
he  possessed  no  part  of  his  Sardinian  Majesty’s  dominions,  he 
trusted  the  British  Court  would  not  feel  so  much  repugnance.  He 
then  stated  the  anxiety  of  Spain  on  this  head,  and  how  much  his 
Government  was  distressed  by  its  embarrassing  solicitations. 

I answered  that  I could  only  repeat  what  I had  before  told 
him,  that  I did  not  believe  that  His  Britannic  Majesty  could  be  by 
any  means  induced  to  acknowledge  either  the  King  of  Etruria,  or 
the  Cisalpine  or  Ligurian  Kepublics  in  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  and  especially  the  two  former,  but  that,  as  he  desired  it,  I 
would  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  his  request. 

I then  asked  whether  I was  to  understand  that  his  signing  the 
public  article  respecting  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  to  depend  on 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  King  of  Etruria,  when  he  replied  that 
he  would  not  say  that  it  was,  but  he  could  tell  me  that  he  had  as 
yet  received  no  orders  to  sign  that  article. 

I am  to  meet  M.  Schimmelpenninck  to-morrow  on  the  subject 
of  the  private  property  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  on  which  occasion 
I shall  pay  due  attention  to  your  Lordship’s  instructions. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  Feb.  1,  1802. 

I had  a meeting  the  day  before  yesterday  with  the  Batavian 
plenipotentiary,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  points  in  which 
his  Government  is  separately  concerned  in  the  present  negotiation, 
as  they  are  included  in  the  projets  for  the  definitive  treaty,  and 
are  otherwise  stated  in  the  note  which  he  delivered  to  me  on  the 
8th  of  last  month. 

M.  Schimmelpenninck  manifested  on  this  occasion  the  same 
good  disposition  he  has  uniformly  professed,  to  see  a perfectly  good 
understanding  re-established  between  the  two  countries,  by  acced- 
ing without  hesitation  to  the  insertion  in  the  definitive  treaty,  of 
an  article  which  should  stipulate  an  indemnification  to  the  Prince 
of  Orange  for  the  loss  of  his  Serene  Highness’s  personal  property 
in  Holland,  as  it  is  expressed  in  the  projet  of  His  Majesty’s  Go- 
vernment ; and  he,  at  the  same  time,  waived  his  pretension  to  the 
unconditional  restitution  of  the  ships  of  war,  which  are  held  by 
His  Majesty  in  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  name,  by  adopting  the  ex- 
pedient upon  this  subject,  which  I was  induced  to  suggest  to  him. 
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as  the  only  one  to  which  His  Majesty  could  possibly  consent,  of  the 
value  of  those  ships  being  deducted  from  the  amount  of  the  indem- 
nification to  be  paid  by  the  Batavian  Kepublic,  and  of  such  an 
agreement  taking  place  by  a private  convention. 

]\I.  Schimmelpenninck  observed,  that  the  words  in  the  article 
of  the  projets,  respecting  the  sequestrations,  could  not  well  be 
understood  to  comprehend  ships,  because  they  are  not  particularly 
expressed.  He  wished  therefore  a clause  to  be  added  to  it,  which 
should  distinctly  include  all  the  Hutch  property  which  was  shipped 
in  the  British  ports  before  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and 
which  was  placed  by  Act  of  Parliament  under  the  care  of  Com- 
missioners. 

Having  represented  to  him,  that  I had  as  yet  no  other  authority 
from  His  Majesty’s  Government  than  to  say  in  general  terms,  that 
such  property  as  had  been  seized  and  condemned  as  prize  could 
not  be  restored,  nor  any  equivalent  given  in  lieu  of  it,  and  that 
only  the  property  which  had  been  sequestrated,  exclusively  of  what 
stood  in  the  name  of  the  Stadtholder,  could  be  restored  to  its 
former  owners,  it  was  agreed  that  the  protocol  of  our  conference 
should  state  the  foregoing  particulars  only  as  propositions  to  be 
transmitted  to  our  respective  Governments,  whilst  he  informed  me 
that  he  could  nearly  insure  the  acquiescence  of  his,  aud  that  he 
should  probably  receive  it  in  the  course  of  a week.  I transmit 
enclosed  a copy  of  the  protocol  which  was  signed  by  us  on  the 
occasion.  j honour  to  be,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Amiens,  Feb.  1,  1802. 

I received  on  the  30th  ult.  your  Lordship’s  private  letter  of 
the  27th. 

You  will  be  surprised  to  see  the  note  from  Joseph  Bonaparte  which 
accompanies  my  public  letter  of  this  date.  Whether  it  is  of  essential 
consequence  that  he  should  have  the  full  powers  to  treat  with 
Holland  and  Spain,  His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants  will  decide, 
but  I confess  that  I am  at  a loss  to  conjecture  for  what  purpose 
they  are  withheld  ; and  although  he  has  at  different  times  shuffled 
about  sending  immediately  for  them,  I can  hardly  bring  myself  to 
. think  that  he  would  have  committed  himself  so  far  in  what  he  calls 
private  conversation,  as  to  admit  in  the  presence  of  M.  Hupuy, 
Mr.  Merry,  and  myself,  that  he  could  not  with  propriety  sign  the 
article  respecting  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  without  full  powers,  and 
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on  another  day  to  tell  me  that  he  had  actually  got  the  full  powers 
to  treat  with  Holland,  if  he  had  kno^vn  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
his  Government  to  refuse  them. 

I took  an  opportunity  of  telling  J.  Bonaparte,  at  whose  house 
I was  on  Saturday  evening,  that,  although  I had  not  yet  received 
official  answers  to  my  references,  I found  my  Government  were 
hardly  inchned  to  give  credit  to  my  account  of  the  refusal  on  the 
part  of  France  to  pay  the  half  of  the  expense  of  a Neapolitan  gar- 
rison for  a limited  period  at  Malta,  that  they  concluded  from  what 
passed  at  Paris  that  it  was  a matter  arranged,  and  they  thought  it 
impossible,  if  the  First  Consul  was  really  desirous  of  peace,  that  he 
should  object  to  so  trifling  an  expense,  which  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  important  article  in  the  preli- 
minary treaty  of  putting  the  Order  of  Malta  into  possession  of  the 
island,  by  securing  the  persons  of  the  Knights  from  the  violence  of 
the  people.  He  asked  rather  eagerly  whether  the  Knights  wanted 
such  a force  to  protect  them  from  the  inhabitants,  when  I assured 
him  that  they  considered  it  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  and  urged 
him  to  write  immediately  to  his  Government,  that  he  might  be 
prepared,  against  my  official  instructions  should  arrive.  There  is 
however  no  great  reason  to  expect  from  his  late  conduct,  that  he 
will  go  much  out  of  his  way  to  endeavour  'to  expedite  the  nego- 
tiation.  I 

Cornwallis. 

Maequis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Amiens,  Feb.  5,  1802. 

You  will  be  surprised  to  see  the  question  of  a temporary 
Neapolitan  garrison  for  Malta,  not  only  totally  rejected,  but  even 
treated  as  a novel  proposition.  From  what  1 have  seen  of  the 
Government  of  this  country,  their  present  conduct  does  not  surprise 
me,  for  in  no  instance  have  they  appeared  to  feel  themselves  bound 
by  any  thing  that  has  passed  at  private  interviews,  when  it  has 
suited  their  convenience  to  set  it  aside,  and  it  was  my  appre- 
hension of  this  line  of  conduct  that  made  me  so  anxious  to 
leave  Paris,  and  to  adopt  a more  formal  mode  of  proceeding  at 
this  place. 

It  is  now  for  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  to  determine  whether  they 
will  on  this  point  break  off,  or  give  way,  or  bring  forward  another  • 
plan  of  accommodation,  which  may  save  our  honour  with  those 
nations  who  have  Langues,  and  who  take  a concern  in  the  welfare 
of  the  Order,  without  leaving  the  island  in  its  present  formidable 
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stat^  to  be  seized  by  France  whenever  slie  shall  think  proper  to 
take  possession. 

In  the  latter  of  these  alternatives,  I now  see  nothing  that  we 
can  propose,  except  that  we  should  hold  Malta  for  three  months 
after  the  signature  of  the  definitive  treaty,  and  give  every  assist- 
ance in  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Knights, 
who  should  be  invited  to  repair  thither  with  all  possible  despatch. 
But  if  the  Grand  Master  and  a reasonable  proportion  of  Kmights 
should  not  arrive  in  that  time,  and  there  appeared  to  be  no  prospect 
tliat  the  Order  could,  within  the  limited  period,  be  established  in 
the  island  with  any  degi’ee  of  security,  that  we  should  proceed  to 
the  demohtion  of  the  works.  It  is  needless  to  enter  farther  into 
the  details  of  the  execution,  imtil  a decision  is  formed  on  the  expe- 
diency of  the  measure. 

M.  J.  Bonaparte  read  to  me  yesterday  a letter  which  he  had 
received  from  the  First  Consul,  complaining  in  the  strongest 
terms  of  the  gross  and  scandalous  personalities  which  were  pub- 
lished against  him  in  Le  Peltier’s  ^ paper,  and  which  he  did  not 
think  the  author  would  have  ventured  to  insert,  if  he  had  ima- 
gined that  they  would  have  met  with  the  disapprobation  of  the 
British  Government.  He  expressly  desired  that  I would  myself 
state  his  complaint  to  His  Majesty’s  Ministers,  and  observe  that  if 
we  were  at  open  war,  when  it  might  be  allowable. to  animadvert  on 
his  Government  and  liis  public  conduct,  it  would  not  be  justifiable 
to  use  such  vile  means  to  traduce  his  private  character ; but  that 
now  his  own  feelings  and  those  of  the  French  nation  must  naturally 
be  more  affected,  when  the  most  malignant  libels  against  the  first 
magistrate  of  the  Kepublic  were  published  by  a man  who  was 
known  to  be  dependent  on  the  Government  now  negotiating  a 
treaty  of  peace  and  amity. 

I repeated  what  I had  often  urged  on  similar  occasions,  re- 
specting the  difficulty  in  our  country  of  repressing  libellous  publi- 
cations, but  M.  J.  Bonaparte  gave  me  to  understand  that  he'  well 
knew  that  there  were  means  by  which  M.  Le  Peltier’s  writings  at 
least  might  be  controlled. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


^ Jean  Gabriel  Peltier,  (1.  March  31,  1825.  assassination,  he  was  prosecuted,  Feb.  21, 

At  this  time  he  edited  a French  newspaper  1803,  by  Mr.  Perceval,  then  Attorney-Gene- 

in  London,  called  ‘ L’Ambigu,’  which  was  ral,  and  defended  by  Sir  James  Mackintosh, 

constantly  filled  with  violent  and  personal  He  was  convicted,  but  before  he  could  be 

attacks  on  Bonaparte,  for  two  of  which,  in  called  up  for  judgment  war  was  declared, 

the  1st  and  3rd  • Nos.,  practically  advising  and  all  further  proceedings  waived. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  Feb.  5,  1802. 

I had  a separate  conference  the  day  before  yesterday  with 
His  Catholic  Majesty’s  plenipotentiary,  by  invitation  of  the  latter. 

M.  d’Azara  ^ opened  it  by  a pretended  frank  explanation  of  his 
sentiments  in  regard  to  the  political  operations  of  the  French 
Government,  which  he  did  not  scruple  to  say  that  he  knew  to  a 
certainty,  were  calculated  according  to  a settled  system  of  warfare, 
however  sincere  they  might  in  reality  be  just  at  the  present 
moment,  in  wishing  to  subscribe  to  a general  pacification  by  the 
treaty  now  on  the  carpet.  This  he  stated  as  a preface  to  his 
opinion,  that  the  other  Powers  in  general  ought  to  endeavour  to 
come  to  such  an  understanding  amongst  themselves,  as  should 
leave  no  room  for  France  to  interfere  in  the  concerns  between 
them,  and  by  that  means  to  succeed  in  embroiling  them,  and  in 
finding  a pretext  to  take  a part  in  the  war.  Such  an  observation 
w'as,  he  said,  particularly  applicable  to  Spain  in  consequence  of 
her  close  connexions  with  France.  He  therefore  considered  it  as 
highly  important  that  no  material  point  of  interest  between  His 
Majesty  and  the  King  his  master,  should,  on  the  present  occasion, 
be  left  for  an  after  discussion,  because  it  was  uncertain  how  soon 
the  First  Consul  might  find  it  convenient  to  his  purposes  to  renew 
the  war.  He  was  then  as  much  surprised  as  he  was  concerned  to 
find,  that  I had  no  proposition  to  make  to  him  for  renewing,  by 
an  article  in  the  definitive  treaty,  the  former  treaties  which  sub- 
sisted between  His  Majesty  and  the  King  of  Spain,  and  which  had 
been  annulled  by  the  war,  at  least  such  of  them  as  related  to 
territorial  objects  (he  instanced  the  British  privileges  in  Yucatan), 
which  had  so  often  become  matter  of  serious  difference  between 
the  two  Governments.  He  observed,  however,  at  the  same  time, 
that  perhaps  it  might  not  be  convenient  to  renew  every  treaty 
except  those  of  the  above  description,  proposing  very  ably  that 
in  lieu  of  those  which  related  to  a commercial  intercourse,  a 
general  stipulation  should  take  place  for  its  being  renewed  on  a 
principle  of  perfect  reciprocity,  considering  that  without  something 
of  the  kind  there  would  be  no  footing  upon  which  the  commercial 
relations  between  the  two  countries  could  be  resumed,  without 
their  being  subject  to  great  difficulties,  such  as  might  be  pro- 
ductive of  an  almost  immediate  misunderstanding  between  the  two 

‘ The  Chevalier  d’Azara,  b.  1731,  d.  Jan.  tion  of  objects  of  vertu — Mengs  was  one  of 
26,  1804.  He  was  a great  antiquary  and  his  proteges, 
patron  of  the  arts,  and  made  a large  collec- 
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Courts,  wliicli  it  was  so  much  the  wish  of  liis  Government  to 
prevent. 

With  such  palliations,  M.  d’Azara  introduced  the  following 
demands  which  he  said  he  had  been  instructed  to  make : — 

1st.  That  the  Portuguese  territories  in  Europe  should  be  de- 
clared to  remain  as  they  were  settled  by  the  treaty  of  Badajoz. 

2ndly.  That  His  Majesty  should  recognise  the  King  of  Tus- 
cany. 

3rdly.  That  Spain  should  be  included  with  Great  Britain  and 
France  in  the  privilege  of  navigating  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

4thly.  That  Spain  should  be  allowed  to  navigate  and  trade  to 
the  East  Indies,  upon  conforming  to  whatever  laws  and  regulations 
may  be  in  force  in  the  British  possessions  in  that  country. 

I of  course  only  took  these  propositions  ad  referendum,  without 
suffering  myself  to  make  any  observations,  except  upon  the  last, 
to  which  I said  that  I thought  it  not  improbable  that  there  might 
hereafter  be  some  communication  between  Manilla  and  the  British 
settlements  in  India,  wliich  might  be  for  the  interest  of  both 
countries. 

For  the  rest,  knowing  that  the  Chevalier  d’Azara  is  com- 
pletely upheld  by  this  Government  against  his  own,  I must 
naturally  suspect  that  his  political  observations,  having  been  so 
unfavourable  to  the  First  Consul,  were  only  calculated  to  serve  as 
an  introduction  to  his  claims.  I have,  however;  thought  it  right  to 
detail  them  to  your  Fordship  for  whatever  degree  of  truth  and 
sincerity  there  may  possibly  have  been  in  them. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Lord  Hawkesbury,  February  4,  informed  Lord  Cornwallis,  in 
answer  to  his  several  despatches,  that  the  Cabinet  were  disposed 
to  accede  to  most  of  the  articles  as  provisionally  agreed  upon ; but 
that  they  thought  that  the  Ottoman  Porte  ought  to  have  been 
inserted  in  the  first  article,  as,  whether  they  were  an  acceding 
or  contracting  party,  they  were  equally  parties  to  the  treaty. 
England  could  not  allow  that  the  Batavian  Kepublic  had  any 
claim  for  indemnity  for  the  Dutch  ships  seized  in  British  ports, 
but  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  proposed  arrangement  about 
the  Prince  of  Orange.  The  recognition  of  the  King  of  Etruria 
could  only  be  agreed  to,  if  Olivenza  were  restored  to  Portugal. 

VOL.  III.  2 G 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  Feb.  9,  1802. 

You  will  easily  conceive  tlie  uneasiness  wliicli  I liave  felt 
in  consequence  of  tbe  extraordinary  protocol  wliicli  was  delivered 
by  Mons.  J.  Bonaparte,  and  tlie  desire  that  I must  have  had  to 
sound  liim  as  soon  as  possible  on  the  intentions  of  his  Government. 
I proposed,  therefore,  when  I met  him  at  the  Dutch  plenipoten- 
tiary’s on  the  7th,  to  call  on  him  the  next  day,  in  order  that  we 
might  converse  unofficially  and  with  freedom  on  what  had  lately 
passed. 

I had  accordingly  a private  interview  with  him  yesterday,  at 
which  neither  of  the  Secretaries  of  l^egation  were  present,  when  I 
told  him  that  although  I could  not  talk  on  business  until  I had 
received  His  Majesty’s  commands  on  the  subject  of  our  last  con- 
ference, I was  desirous  of  knowing,  as  far  as  he  might  think 
himself  authorised  to  communicate  to  me,  whether  any  change  had 
taken  place  in  the  disposition  of  his  Government,  which  I could 
not  help  suspecting  from  the  style  and  tenor  of  his  protocol, 
which  differed  so  much  from  any  of  the  papers  that  had  hitherto 
been  presented  on  either  side  during  the  course  of  the  negotiation. 

He  began  liis  answer  by  the  strongest  assurances  that  the 
desire  of  his  Government  for  peace  with  our  country  was  not  in 
any  degree  changed ; that  although  the  protocol  was  drawn  rather 
in  firmer  language,  he  trusted  that  there  was  no  expression  in  it 
which  could  be  said  to  be  offensive,  and  he  rather  believed  that 
it  was  occasioned  by  some  ill-humour  about  the  King  of  Naples, 
who  was  thought  to  take  too  much  upon  him  with  regard  to  his 
rights  over  the  island.  And  he  concluded  by  saying,  as  a proof 
of  the  wish  of  the  French  Government  to  terminate  the  nego- 
tiation in  the  most  amicable  manner,  that  he  was  directed  to  pro- 
pose three  articles  for  reciprocal  engagements  of  friendly  offices  in 
the  West  Indian  Colonies,  which  he  would  communicate  to  me  at 
the  conclusion  of  our  conversation,  and  to  express  a desire  that 
they  might  be  inserted  in  the  treaty,  as  a proof  of  our  perfect 
reconciliation,  and  as  an  earnest  of  its  permanency. 

I said  if  the  pacific  professions  of  his  Government  were  sincere, 
that  any  difficulties  which  their  conduct  on  this  occasion  may  have 
created  might  probably  by  some  means  be  got  over,  although  I 
confessed  that  any  practicable  mode  of  obviating  them  did  not  at 
that  moment  occur  to  me.  He  then  suggested  that  our  garrison 
should  remain  six  months  after  the  ratification  instead  of  three ; 
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that  the  Grand  Master  should  in  the  mean  time  be  enabled  to 
recruit  200  men  in  each  of  the  countries  wliich  had  Ijangues,  or  to 
engage  1000  or  1200  men  from  some  Prince  in  Germany ; and 
held  out  the  guarantee  of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe  as  the 
great  and  ultimate  security.  On  this  I observed  that  it  must  be 
a very  powerful  interference  that  would  induce  the  Princes  in 
Germany  to  suffer  any  person  to  enlist  soldiers  in  their  dominions ; 
and  that  none  of  those  of  inferior  consequence,  to  wliich  class  he 
seemed  to  point  in  his  second  proposition,  would  venture  to  allow 
the  Grand  Master  of  Malta  to  subsidize  their  troops  without  the 
consent  of  France.  I hinted  once,  that  if  the  only  obstacle  to  the 
Neapolitan  force  had  been  of  a pecuniary  nature,  means  might 
perhaps  have  been  found  to  have  adjusted  that  business ; but  as 
IMons.  J.  Bonaparte  took  no  notice  of  it,  I did  not  think  it 
advisable,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  to  press  that  subject  any 
further. 

Your  Lordship  Imows  from  experience  how  little  dependence  is 
to  be  placed  on  these  kind  of  conversations ; but  still  it  may  afford 
you  some  satisfaction  to  know  in  what  manner  he  attempted  to 
explain  and  account  for  the  conduct  of  his  Government. 

I am  entirely  ignorant  of  the  present  state  of  things  in  regard 
to  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  not  having  heard  whether 
any  effect  has  been  given  to  the  measures  which  according  to  the 
papers  transmitted  by  Lord  St.  Helens,  and  enclosed  to  me  some 
months  since  from  your  Lordship,  were  intended  to  be  pursued  for 
obtaining  the  election  of  a Grand  Master. 

The  nomination  of  a chief  to  the  Order  appears  to  be  the  most 
necessary  and  urgent  of  all  measures  that  can  be  adopted,  as  being 
the  most  likely  to  relieve  the  difficulties  under  which  we  now 
labour,  if  we  persevere  in  the  plan  of  endeavouring  to  re-establish 
the  Order  in  Malta ; and  it  may  be  serviceable  that  your  Lordship 
should  communicate  to  me  whatever  information  you  may  possess 
on  the  subject,  as  I may  possibly  be  able  to  turn  it  to  some  advan- 
tage even  in  the  present  stage  of  the  business. 

In  a conversation  which  I had  lately  with  the  Chevalier 
d’Azara,  who  is  himself  a Knight,  he  told  me  that  Hompesch  ^ was 
still  Grand  Master,  from  which  office  he  could  not  be  removed, 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  Institution,  unless  his  resignation 
was  accepted  by  the  Pope,  which  in  the  present  instance  he  did 
not  understand  to  have  been  the  case.  There  appears  to  me, 

‘ Ferdinand  Baron  Hompesch,  69th  and  1799.  He  sold  Malta  to  the  French  for  a 
last  Grand  Master,  and  the  only  German  one,  pension  of  300,000  francs,  which,  however, 
b.  at  Dusseldorf  Nov.  9,  1744,  d.  May,  1805.  was  never  paid.  He  received  only  a single 
Elected  Grand  Master  July  19, 1797,  resigned  sum  of  15,000  francs  about  1804. 
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indeed,  in  the  whole  of  the  business,  to  be  an  unlimited  field  for 
cavil  and  chicane. 

I transmit  two  of  the  proposed  articles  respecting  the  West 
Indies,  which  I received  from  Mons.  J.  Bonaparte,  and  wluch,  as 
far  as  I can  judge,  are  unobjectionable.  The  third,  which  was  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  our  Government,  I desu'ed  him  to  omit. 

I am,  &c., 

COKNW  ALLIS. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private  and  Confidential.] 

My  LoED,  Downing  Street,  Feb.  12,  1802. 

. . . It  is  impossible  for  me  adequately  to  express  the 

surprise  which  has  been  occasioned  by  the  conduct  of  the  French 
Government  respecting  the  proposed  arrangement  for  the  island  of 
Malta  ; nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive  the  motives  on  which  the  French 
Government  are  disposed,  under  the  present  circumstances,  to 
resist  that  arrangement,  which  in  fact  originated  with  themselves, 
and  which,  as  far  as  the  interests  of  France  are  concerned,  is  the 
mildest  possible  application  of  the  principle  of  the  4th  article  of 
the  preliminaries — unless  they  are  desirous  that  the  negotiation 
should  terminate  in  an  unfavourable  manner.  In  your  Lordship’s 
despatch  No.  9,  it  appears  that  the  French  plenipotentiary 
actually  proposed  the  plan  to  which  he  now  objects ; and  though 
in  subsequent  periods  of  the  negotiation  several  different  projets 
have  been  brought  forward  for  the  arrangement  respecting  Malta 
on  different  principles  from  that  to  which  I have  before  alluded, 
yet  your  Lordship  had  always  reason  to  believe  that  these  were 
brought  forward  as  plans  of  preference,  and  that  no  serious  objec- 
tions would  be  made  to  the  ultimate  adoption  of  the  first  proposed 
arrangement.  The  form  of  the  last  protocol  on  this  subject  has 
excited  as  much  surprise  as  the  substance  of  it,  and  demands  on 
our  part  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  principles  by  which  we  are 
determined  to  abide. 

1st.  We  are  ready  to  adhere  to  the  4th  article  of  the  preli- 
minaries in  the  sense  and  spirit  in  which  it  must  be  understood  by 
all  who  read  it — and  in  which  sense  and  spirit  it  was  actually 
understood  by  the  French  Government  themselves — that  by  the 
insertion  of  the  word  protection^  in  addition  to  that  of  guarantee, 
effective  and  not  nominal  protection  must  have  been  intended.  It 
appears  by  your  despatch  No.  9,  that  objections  were  made  to  the 
Emperor  of  Bussia  as  protector  of  the  Order,  on  account  of  the 
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right  it  would  give  him  of  introducing  a Eussian  garrison  into 
Malta,  and  of  the  effect  his  military  possession  of  that  island  might 
have  on  the  general  system  of  Eiuope.  It  appears  in  the  same 
despatch  that  when  Naples  was  suggested  as  the  protecting  power, 
the  introduction  of  a Neapolitan  garrison  into  the  forts  of  the 
island,  was  considered  as  a consequence  of  that  arrangement.  It 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  what  I have  so  often  stated,  and 
which  the  French  plenipotentiary  has  never  endeavoiued  to  con- 
trovert, that  it  is  impossible  that  the  Order  should  be  in  a condition 
for  some  time  either  to  maintain  the  independence  of  the  island 
against  any  power  that  might  attack  it,  or  to  support  its  own  just 
and  lawful  privileges. 

2ndly.  The  questions  which  by  this  article  in  the  preliminaries 
remain  to  be  settled  in  the  definitive  treaty  are, — who  shall  be 
considered  as  constituting  the  Order ; and  who  shall  be  acknow- 
ledged as  the  protecting  Power. 

It  appears  from  what  has  been  already  said,  that  the  sentiments 
of  His  Majesty  and  of  the  French  Government  were  the  same  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  protection  to  be  afforded ; but  to  prevent  any 
ground  for  future  cavil  or  dispute,  it  is  advisable,  and  even  neces- 
sary, to  define  as  much  as  possible  in  the  treaty,  the  nature  of  that 
protection. 

3rdly.  Naples  has  been  hitherto  considered  by  both  of  the 
contracting  parties  as  the  power  to  whom  the  protection  of  the 
island  could  be  most  properly,  or  rather  least  objectionably, 
entrusted.  If  the  French  Government  now  entertain  any  serious 
objections  to  this  trust  being  conferred  on  His  Sicilian  Majesty,  it 
is  for  them  to  propose  some  other  Power  to  whom  the  protection 
should  be  assigned,  and  His  Majesty’s  Government  will  be  ready  to 
consider  such  a proposition. 

4thly.  That  the  4th  article  of  the  preliminaries — according  to 
the  sense  in  which  it  was  understood  by  both  the  contracting 
parties — implied  a right  to  keep  a garrison  in  the  island  to  a much 
larger  extent,  and  for  an  indefinite  time ; and  His  Majesty  not- 
withstanding has  shown  his  readiness  to  qualify  the  article,  by 
limiting  the  number  of  the  garrison  and  the  period  of  its  occu- 
pation. 

5thly.  No  effectual  mode  has  ever  been  stated  for  providing  for 
the  secimty  of  the  island,  except  by  the  introduction  of  troops 
belonging  to  the  thffd  Power,  who  should  form  a part  of  the 
garrison.  His  Majesty’s  Government  must  continue,  therefore, 
to  adhere  to  their  proposition,  unless  the  French  Government  can 
propose  some  other  mode  by  which,  in  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty, 
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the  object  of  the  4th  article  of  the  preliminaries  can  be  equally 
obtained.  I send  yoim  Lordship  another  detailed  projet  of  the 
arrangements  for  Malta,  founded  upon  the  same  principles  as  those 
which  I have  before  forwarded,  with  little  variation  from  that  pro- 
posed by  the  French  Government,  except  as  far  as  respects  the 
Neapolitan  garrison,  and  calculated  as  much  as  possible  to  meet 
theii'  ideas.  j ^ 

Hawkesbury. 


Marquis  Corxwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  . Amiens,  Feb.  13,  1802. 

You  will  see  by  the  paper  which  I enclose,  that  I have 
endeavoured  to  put  the  business  of  Malta  again  into  some  train 
of  arrangement,  without  which  we  could  make  no  progress.  Many 
difficulties  must  undoubtedly  arise,  and  much  time  will  be  required 
in  carrying  the  propositions  of  M.  J.  Bonaparte  into  effect,  if  he 
should  himself  adliere  to  them,  and  if  they  should  be  adopted  by 
our  respective  Governments.  It  would,  however,  at  all  events  be 
advisable  in  my  opinion,  fhat  we  should  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
in  our  power  to  hasten  the  election  of  a Grand  Master. 

What  the  object  of  the  French  can  be  in  obtruding  their 
generosity  upon  the  Dutch,  and  voluntarily  undertaking  to  indem- 
nify the  Prince  of  Orange  for  the  loss  of  his  personal  property,  it 
is  difficult  to  conceive,  but  we  cannot  suppose  it  possible  that  they 
mean  to  pay  a farthing  of  the  money. 

I never  saw  a man  more  confused  than  M.  J.  Bonaparte  was, 
when  I mentioned  the  circumstance  to  him,  and  he  seemed  for  a 
little  time  in  doubt  whether  he  shoidd  acknowledge  or  deny  it ; 
and  then  (although  not  with  a very  confident  voice  or  countenance) 
he  owned  that  his  Government  had  two  days  before  authorized  him 
to  relieve  the  Dutch  from  this  engagement  in  consequence  of  their 
earnest  request  and  the  representations  which  they  made  of  the 
losses  which  they  had  sustained,  and  particularly  by  the  cession  of 
their  establishments  in  Ceylon.  This  required  some  effrontery,  as 
he  well  knew  that  M.  Schimmelpenninck  must  have  told  me  a very 
different  story. 

Whatever  turn  this  matter  may  take,  it  cannot  fail  to  occasion 
delay. 

The  French  plenipotentiary  seems  determined  to  press  for 
some  further  indulgences  at  Newfoundland ; but  I am  too  well 
apprized  of  the  importance  of  those  fisheries  to  make  the  smallest 
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concessions  witliont  His  Majesty’s  commands — and  1 have  taken 
pains  to  disconrage  M.  J.  Bonaparte  from  entertaining  any  hopes 
that  oiir  Government  can  give  way  on  that  point. 

I am,  &c,, 

COKN’VALLIS. 

Memorandum. 

[Indorsed  on  Lord  Cornwallis’s  Private  Letter,  Feb.  13.] 

After  conversing  upon  other  matters  on  the  llth  February, 
when  the  plenipotentiaries  and  secretaries  of  legation  had  left  their 
seats  at  the  table.  Lord  Cornwallis  said  to  M.  Joseph  Bonaparte, 
that  he  wished  some  propositions  conld  be  arranged  about  Malta 
so  as  to  put  that  business  in  a train  of  being  settled,  and  asked 
M.  J.  Bonaparte  whether  he  (Lord  Cornwallis)  had  not  understood 
him  rightly  in  conceiving  that  he  had  at  their  last  interview,  inti- 
mated an  objection  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government  to 
a temporary  Neapolitan  garrison  for  Malta,  even  although  the 
French  should  not  be  called  upon  to  contribute  towards  its  sup- 
port. To  this  M.  Joseph  Bonaparte  assented,  at  least  as  far  as  it 
related  to  a garrison  composed  entirely  of  troops  of  that  nation, 
and  gave  as  a reason,  the  strict  alliance  which  had  subsisted 
between  the  Courts  of  London  and  of  Naples  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  war. 

Lord  Cornwallis  then  said  that,  as  it  appeared  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  that  some  military  force  should  be  for  a time  stationed 
upon  the  island,  in  order  to  put  the  Knights  in  possession  of  the 
Government,  he  wished  the  French  plenipotentiary  to  explain 
what  garrison  he  would  desire ; and  added  that  His  Majesty  had 
no  predilection  for  Neapolitan  troops,  and  had  proposed  them  only 
because  they  could  be  more  easily  obtained  and  were  more  conve- 
niently situated  than  any  others,  and  lastly  because  he  thought 
they  were  the  least  likely  to  give  jealousy  or  umbrage  to  France. 

M.  Joseph  Bonaparte  said  that  he  thought  that  the  most 
unobjectionable  plan, — and  that  which  came  the  nearest  to. the 
spirit  of  the  preliminaries,  would  be  to  enable  the  Grand  Master 
to  subsidize  such  troops  as  he  should  think  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses above-mentioned,  from  any  Powers  without  exception  that 
had  Langues  in  the  Order,  according  to  his  own  choice  and  discre- 
tion, and  that  this  would  exclude  both  the  French  and  the  English, 
which  was  the  most  material  point. 

Lord  Cornwallis  asked  whether  he  had  heard  of  the  election  of 
a Grand  Master,  to  which  he  answered  in  the  negative  ; the  former 


456 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XXIII. 


then  said  that  he  concluded  it  must  be  a matter  of  absolute  neces- 
sity that  the  English  garrison  should  remain  six  months,  as  a 
measm'e  of  this  nature  could  not  possibly  be  carried  into  effect  in 
less  time.  In  this  opinion  M.  J.  Bonaparte  entirely  acquiesced. 
It  was  understood  that  the  French  Government  were  not  to  be 
called  upon  for  any  pecuniary  aid. 

M.  J . Bonaparte  said  that  he  would  immediately  write  on  these 
points  to  liis  Government. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

My  Lord,  ^ Amiens,  Feb.  13,  1802. 

. . . It  could  not  but  be  with  great  concern  that  I 

have  learnt  from  the  Batavian  plenipotentiary,  that  the  separate 
arrangement  which  I had  every  reason  to  consider  as  concluded 
with  him,  for  a pecuniary  indemnification  to  the  Prince  of  Orange 
for  the  loss  of  His  Serene  Highness’s  personal  property,  had  been 
annulled  by  a communication  recently  made  by  the  French  to  the 
Batavian  Government,  conveying  assurances  that  the  former  would 
engage  to  provide  a pecuniary,  as  well  as  a territorial  indemnifica- 
tion for  that  Prince.  . . . 

I had  luckily  appointed  a meeting  to  take  place  with  the 
French  plenipotentiary  immediately  after,  when  I did  not  fail  to 
observe  to  him  the  information  which  I had  just  received  from  the 
Batavian  minister,  and  to  solicit  of  him  an  explicit  answer  on  this 
important  point.  Your  Lordship  will  peruse  it  in  the  copy  which 
I also  enclose,  of  the  protocol  which  was  formed  of  what  passed  at 
the  conference,  and  will  have  the  dissatisfaction  to  perceive  that, 
instead  of  any  confirmation  of  the  engagement  which  France 
appears  to  have  entered  into  with  the  Batavian  Eepublic,  this 
Government  offers  no  more  than  to  employ  their  good  offices  to 
procure  for  the  Prince  of  Orange  the  indemnifications  in  question. 
This  step  on  the  part  of  France  has  probably  been  adopted  for 
the  double  piu’pose  of  prolonging  the  negotiation,  and  of  endea- 
vouring to  secm^e  some  concession  from  His  Majesty  in  regard  to 
the  points  of  the  treaty  and  the  pretensions  from  hence  which  are 
still  pending.  j 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Hear  Boss,  Amiens,  Feb.  13,  1802. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  for  some  time  past  we  can  hardly  be 
said  to  have  advanced,  for,  although  we  have  gained  ground  on 
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some  points,  we  have  lost  as  much  on  others  which  we  had  a right 
to  look  upon  as  settled,  and  on  which  new  matter  has  been  brouglit 
forward  on  the  part  of  the  French.  Every  means  is  studiously 
sought  for  by  them  to  occasion  delay,  and  much  pains  afterwards 
taken  to  lay  it  at  our  door.  God  defend  me  from  ever  being  again 
a negotiator ! especially  if  I am  to  be  opposed  to  two  such  cha- 
racters as  the  French  Plenipotentiary  and  his  Secretary  of  Legation. 

I can  give  no  guess  at  the  probable  period  of  our  being  re- 
leased, but  I have  assurances,  m secrecy,  that  I shall  be  allowed  to 
return  when  the  treaty  is  signed,  and  that  Mr.  Merry  will  be 
appointed  to  exchange  the  ratifications. 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

COKNWALLIS. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.]  Received  Feb.  15. 

My  DEAR  Lord,  London,  Feb.  12,  1802. 

I have  little  to  say  in  addition  to  my  public  despatches  of 
this  day.  This  is  however  a crisis  in  the  negotiation,  and  must  be 
considered  as  such.  The  proceedings  at  Lyons  ^ have  created  the 
greatest  alarm  in  this  country,  and  there  are  many  persons  who 
were  pacifically  disposed,  and  who  since  this  event  are  desirous  of 
renewing  the  war.  It  is  impossible  to  be  surprised  at  this  feeling, 
when  we  consider  the  inordinate  ambition,  the  gross  breach  of  faith, 
and  the  inclination  to  insult  Europe,  manifested  by  the  conduct  of  the 
Fu’st  Consul  on  this  occasion.  The  Government  here  are  desirous 
of  avoiding  to  take  notice  of  these  proceedings,  and  are  sincerely 
desirous  to  conclude  the  peace  if  it  can  be  obtained  on  terms  con- 
sistent with  our  honour.  The  business  of  Lyons,  however,  makes 
it  important  for  us  to  be  more  firm  than  ever  upon  our  own  rights, 
and  more  determined  to  resist  all  new  pretensions  as  far  as  respects 
British  objects  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government.  If  we  do 
not  adopt  this  as  our  policy,  we  shall  be  exposed  to  perpetual 
insults.  I cannot  believe  that  the  French  Government  will  be 
ultimately  disposed  to  make  any  serious  difficulty  on  the  arrange- 
ment we  propose  respecting  Malta,  and  they  have  an  evident  policy 
in  concluding  the  definitive  treaty,  even  if  they  are  determined  to 
break  it  in  the  course  of  six  months.  With  respect  to  Peltier,  I 
wish  you  would  take  a proper  opportunity  of  stating  to  J.  Bona- 

1 The  First  Consul  had  gone  to  Lyons  preconcerted  plan,  they  offered  to  make  him 
early  in  January,  and  on  the  11th  met  there  President  of  the  Italian  Republic,  which  he 
the  deputies  of  the  Cisalpine  Republic,  said  accepted  on  the  26th. 
to  have  been  500  in  number.  Agreeably  to  a 
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parte,  that  he  has  no  connexion  whatever  with  the  present  Govern- 
ment m this  country,  and  that  he  is  in  the  receipt  of  no  pension  or 
allowance  whatever  from  them. 

I am,  with  great  tnith,  &c., 

Hawkesbury. 

The  Irish  Eoman  Catholics  took  alarm  at  the  article  under 
which  "sequestrated  property  was  to  be  restored.  They  thought 
that  it  did  not  sufficiently  embrace  the  estates  of  the  colleges  in 
France  destined  for  the  education  of  the  Iiish  clergy.  The  small 
number  of  pupils  at  Maynooth,  only  200,  could  not  furnish  enough 
scholars  to  fill  the  annual  vacancies  in  the  priesthood,  and  they 
were  therefore  deskous  of  re-opening  the  French  colleges.  The 
President  of  Mapiooth  was  accordingly  sent  to  Paris  to  endeavour 
to  arrange  tlie  business,  and  Dr.  Troy  earnestly  solicited  the  inter- 
ference of  Lord  Cornwallis.  But  it  was  not  found  possible  to  make 
any  distinction  in  them  favour,  and  they  were  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  other  English  creditors. 

IMarquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

My  Lord,  ' Amiens,  Feb.  22,  1802. 

You  will  see  by  the  inclosed  copy  of  a separate  Protocol 
which  I signed  with  the  French  plenipotentiary  on  the  18th  inst., 
that  I have  demanded  of  tliis  Government  that  the  Ottoman  Porte 
should  be  admitted,  either  as  a contracting  or  an  acceding  party  to 
the  definitive  treaty ; and  that  I have  commmiicated  His  Majesty’s 
answer  to  the 'pretension  repeatedly  brought  forward  by  France,  of 
his  acknowdedging  the  King  of  Tuscany,  precisely  in  the  terms  in 
w'hich  it  is  stated  in  your  Lordship’s  despatch.  No.  10. 

I have  made  the  same  communication  to  the  Chevalier  d’Azara, 
and  liave  also  informed  the  latter  minister  of  the  sentiments  of  His 
Majesty’s  Government  upon  the  other  points  j^roposed  by  him  in  a 
former  conference. 

Your  Lordship  will  have  observed  the  insinuation,  as  I re- 
ported it  in  my  No.  34,  which  M.  Bonaparte  had  thrown  out,  of 
the  Spanish  plenipotentiary  having  orders  not  to  sign  the  treaty 
unless  it  should  contain  a recognition,  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty, 
of  the  King  of  Tuscany.  The  French  Minister  repeated  the  same 
to  me  wdien  I made  to  him  the  communication  above  mentioned. 
I was  therefore  not  only  much  but  very  agreeably  smqndsed  to 
hear  M.  d’Azara  express  distinctly  and  spontaneously  the  following 
day,  in  answer  to  the  same  communication  which  I then  made  to 
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liiin,  that  although  it  would  have  been  very  satisfactory  to  his 
Court  and  to  himself,  to  have  obtained  the  recognition  in  question 
upon  liis  demand,  His  Majesty’s  refusal  would  be  no  bar  to  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty,  which  he,  M.  d’Azara,  was  ready  to  sign 
at  that  moment.  To  this  declaration  he  added  an  explanation,  that 
the  recognition  of  the  new  King  was  in  fact  an  affair  more  to  be 
solicited  by  the  French  Government  than  by  his  ovm,  since  the 
former  was  under  an  engagement  to  procure  it ; informing  me  at 
the  same  time  (with  a request  however  that  I would  take  no  notice 
of  the  circumstance  to  M.  Bonaparte),  as  a proof  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  affair  really  stood,  that  the  latter  was  actually  in  pos- 
session of  a letter  from  the  King  of  Tuscany  to  His  Majesty,  which 
had  been  sent  to  the  French  Government  to  procure  its  reception 
by  His  Majesty,  a circumstance  which  now  explains  the  further 
propositions  on  this  head  which  M.  Bonaparte  lately  brought  for- 
ward. 

Upon  my  mentioning  to  the  Spanish  plenipotentiary,  in  answer 
to  what  he  himself  had  suggested  respecting  the  renewal  of  former 
treaties  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  that  His  Majesty’s  Go- 
vernment thought  it  might  be  advisable  to  agree  to  a separate 
convention  to  this  effect,  and  at  the  same  time  to  stipulate  that 
the  commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries  should  be 
placed  upon  the  same  footing  as  they  were  previously  to  the  war, 
M.  d’Azara  now  explained,  that  in  making  the  suggestion  he 
meant  only  to  allude  to  the  treaty  which  defines  the  British  privi- 
leges in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  which  he  had  thought  it  might  be 
advisable  to  renew,  in  order  to  prevent  the  immediate  revival  of 
former  disputes,  but  that,  with  respect  to  the  renewal  of  commercial 
treaties,  he  had  no  instructions  from  his  Government,  and  that  he 
knew  it  was  noj;  in  their  wish  to  enter  into  any  agreement  upon 
that  head,  or  indeed  to  enter  into  any  negotiation  whatever,  till 
peace  should  be  finally  concluded.  The  moment  that  event  had 
taken  place,  communications  on  this  subject  might  commence 
between  the  two  Courts ; indeed  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  an  im- 
mediate negotiation  as  soon  as  it  should  happen,  he  said  that  he 
would,  if  I thought  proper,  apply  now  for  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions. I however  declined  gmng  any  encouragement  to  the  idea, 
by  observing  silence  upon  M.  d’Azara’s  proposition. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Amiens,  Feb.  22,  1802. 

I have  had  as  serious  difficulties,  and  have  suffered  as  much 
painful  anxiety  of  mind,  as  you  have  ever  known  me  to  experience, 
and  you  have  been  witness  to  some  severe  trials.  The  apprehen- 
sion that  an  unguarded  expression,  or  an  eiTor  in  judgment  on  my 
part,  might  be  the  cause  of  renewing  a bloody  and,  in  my  opinion, 
a hopeless  war,  or,  what  would  be  still  more  dreadful,  might  dis- 
honour and  degrade  my  country,  has  constantly  preyed  upon  me, 
and  I have  often  wished  myself  either  in  the  backwoods  of  Ame- 
rica, at  200  miles’  distance  ffbm  my  supplies,  or  on  the  banks  of  the 
Caveri,  without  the  means  of  either  using  or  withdrawing  my  heavy 
artillery.  Temper  and  firmness  have  however,  I trust,  carried  me 
through  all  dangers.  The  French  Government  have  begun  to 
lower  their  tone,  and  I trust  that  all  will  be  well.  We  have  no 
reason  to  complain  of  either  the  Spaniards  or  Dutch ; they  have 
shown  on  every  occasion  the  most  conciliatory  disposition,  and 
appear  to  like  us  much  better  than  their  allies.  I cannot  yet  guess 
at  the  probable  period  of  our  bringing  matters  to  a conclusion. 

I will  tell  Brome  and  Lady  Louisa,  that  if  they  want  assistance 
in  putting  some  furniture  into  their  house  in  Burlington  Street, 
they  may  ventine  to  trouble  Mb’s.  Boss.  This  is  a busy  day,  and 
I write  iu  gi-eat  haste.  Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

]\L\rquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,.  Amiens,  Feb.  26,  1802. 

The  French  plenipotentiary  in  our  conference  yesterday, 
seemed  more  in  earnest  to  bring  the  treaty  to  a speedy  conclusion 
than  he  has  appeared  to  be  at  any  former  meeting  that  has  taken 
place  since  the  commencement  of  the  negotiation. 

I told  him  that  I was  persuaded  that  the  article  respecting  the 
Prince  of  Orange  could  not  be  admitted,  upon  which  he  said  that 
he  was  instructed  to  deliver  it  in  those  words,  but  if  our  Govern- 
ment should  refuse  to  accede  to  it  in  that  form,  and  insist  that 
France  should  engage  to  obtain  the  indemnities,  they  should  ac- 
quiesce in  our  proposal,  rather  than  put  any  serious  difficulty  in 
the  way  of  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty.  It  is  true  that  this  is  but 
unofficial  conversation ; in  the  present  instance,  however,  I am  in- 
clined to  give  him  more  credit  than  by  his  former  conduct  he  may 
appear  to  merit. 
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You  will  observe  that  in  M.  J.  Bonaparte’s  protocol,  he  again 
mentions  India ; but  on  the  arrival  of  the  next  courier  from  Eng- 
land, I shall  communicate  to  him  your  Lordship’s  decided  sentiment 
on  that  subject,  which  will  be  a complete  answer  to  what  is  now 
transmitted. 

The  British  Government  is  not  committed  in  any  agreement 
about  the  prisoners,  but  as  we  cannot  hope  to  obtain  anything  on 
that  score,  and  it  would  not  be  worth  while  to  continue  the  war 
establishment  and  incur  the  attending  inconveniences  for  any 
length  of  time,  whilst  we  should  be  engaged  in  an  unavailing 
contest  of  verbal  and  written  altercation,  it  appears  to  me,  when 
we  have  made  up  our  minds  on  all  other  matters,  that  this  dis- 
agreeable business  cannot  be  more  conveniently  laid  aside  than  by 
the  proposed  public  and  secret  articles  which  I have  now  the 
honour  to  enclose.'  j am,  &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

]\Iarquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawicesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Amiens,  Feb.  28,  1802. 

I take  the  opportunity  of  ^lajor-General  Craddock’s  passing, 
to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I last  night  saw  M.  J.  Bonaparte  at 
the  Chevalier  d’Azara’s,  who  informed  me  that  he  had  received  the 
powers  which  he  expected  from  Paris  relating  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange  : I hope  therefore  that  we  may  be  able  to  bring  that  business 
to  a satisfactory  arrangement. 

M.  J.  Bonaparte  afterwards  told  Mr.  Merry  that  he  had  said 
his  last  word  with  regard  to  Malta,  and  that  if  we  mslied  for 
peace,  it  must  be  made  according  to  one  of  the  two  last  plans 
which  they  have  proposed.  He  added,  in  his  conversation  with 
Mr.  Merry,  that  we  must  come  to  a perfect  agreement  on  all  other 
matters  before  he  could  enter  upon  the  indemnities  for  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  but  when  everything  else  was  adjusted,  his  powers  en- 
abled him  to  do  all  that  he  thought  we  should  require.  I have 
written  these  lines  in  great  haste,  as  I am  unwilling  to  detain  Ge- 
iieral  Craddock.  j am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

1 The  public  article  was,  that  Comrais-  never  agree  to  any  appointment ; but  by  the 
siouers  should  be  appointed  to  decide  how  wording  of  the  two  articles  the  rights  of 
much  was  due  by  each  party,  but  by  the  England  were  maintained,  and  in  1815  a 
secret  article  no  such  Commissioners  should  large  sum  was  paid  on  account  of  these  very 
be  a])pointed  without  the  consent  of  both  claims, 
parties.  It  was  notorious  that  France  would 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  Feb.  28,  1802. 

I had  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  in  my  last 
despatch,  the  copy  of  a letter  wliich  I had  written  to  Aly  Effendy 
at  Paris.  The  messenger  whom  I despatched  with  it  has  just 
returned  with  the  answer,  which  you  wall  see  by  the  inclosed  copy. 

Tliis  answer  seems  to  be  perfectly  distinct  in  that  part  where 
it  states,  that  if  I consent  to  his  negotiating  a separate  treaty  at 
Paris,  he  has  sufficient  instructions  so  to  do.  It  cannot  but  appear 
to  me  obvious,  that  His  Majesty’s  Government  may  feel  great  incon- 
venience in  allowing  a definitive  treaty  to  be  concluded  separately 
between  France  and  the  Porte,  upon  the  basis  of  the  preliminaries ; 
by  which  separate  negotiation,  particularly  wdien  carried  on  vlth 
a Minister  so  devoted  to  France  as  Aly  Effendy  is  known  to  be, 
there  can  be  httle  doubt  that  this  Government  would  obtain  greater 
advantages  with  respect  to  the  Porte  than  are  held  out  by  the  pre- 
liminaries. This  reflection  has  then,  made  me  think  it  necessary 
to  lose  no  time  in  referring  so  important  a point  for  the  decision 
of  His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants,  and  is  the  occasion  of  my 
despatching  the  present  messenger. 

I should  add,  that  when  I conversed  on  this  subject  with  M. 
Bonaparte,  at  the  time  when  I demanded  the  admission  of  the 
Porte  to  be  either  a contracting  ^or  an  acceding  party  to  the  defi- 
nitive treaty,  he  observed,  that  if  His  Majesty’s  Government  had 
no  other  vdsh  than  to  place  the  Porte  completely  at  peace  with 
France,  it  might  be  sufficient  to  insert  an  article  (in  addition  to 
that  which  stipulates  for  the  integrity  of  the  Turkish  dominions) 
by  wliich  the  treaty  should  be  declared  common  to  the  Porte.  His 
Majesty’s  confidential  servants  will  determine  how  far  it  may  be 
advisable  to  adopt  such  an  expedient,  for  the  purpose  on  the  one 
hand  of  avoiding  delay  of  a reference  to  Constantinojile,  and  on 
the  other  of  preventing  the  necessity  of  Aly. Effendy ’s  entering 
into  a negotiation  at  Paris  which  might  be  disadvantageous  to  the 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Addington  to  the  Marquis  Cornw^allis. 

[Secret.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Downing  Street,  March  y®  2nd,  1802,  10  P.M. 

The  present  state  of  my  family,^  though  less  distressing 
than  it  has  been  (as  well  as  that  of  my  own  health)  will  not  allow 

^ The  dangerous  illness  of  one  of  his  daughters. 
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me  to  write  to  your  Lordship  so  fully  as  I had  once  intended.  I am 
however  the  less  disposed  to  regret  this  inability,  as  I understand 
that  an  ample  communication  from  Lord  Hawkesbury  will  accom- 
pany the  public  despatches.  Every  consideration  arising  from 
public  feeling  and  public  convenience,  indicates  the  importance  of 
bringing  the  business  at  Amiens  to  a speedy  termination.  Not- 
withstandmg  the  fresh  causes  of  dissatisfaction  and  distrust  which 
have  been  afforded  by  the  French  Government,  I remain  convinced 
that  a definitive  treaty  on  the  basis  of  the  preliminaries  should 
continue  to  be  our  object ; but  it  is  not  fit  that  we  should  seek  for 
the  attainment  of  peace  by  means  which  could  not  fail  to  diminish 
its  security,  if  they  did  not  immediately  defeat  their  own  purpose, 
by  giving  birth  to  new  projects  and  additional  pretensions.  Under 
this  impression.  His  Majesty’s  serv^ants  think  it  right  to  adhere  to 
their  determination,  which  after  much  consideration  has  been  una- 
nimous, and  which,  I am  sure,  is  called  for  by  what  is  due  to  the 
honour  of  His  Majesty,  as  well  as  to  the  character  and  true  in- 
terests of  this  country. 

I am  grieved  to  think  that  your  situation  must  have  been  in 
many  respects  extremely  uncomfortable,  but  I am  persuaded  that 
you  will  never  reflect  upon  it  with  regTet ; particularly  if  the  bu- 
siness should  terminate  as  I am  convinced  we  both  sincerely  wish, 
and,  as  I must  own,  I am  induced  to  expect  from  the  tenor  of  your 
Lordship’s  last  despatches. 

With  the  truest  respect  and  regard, 

I am,  &c., 

Henry  Addington. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawi^esbury. 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  March  10,  1802. 

Your  No.  13,  enclosing  a fresh  and  definitive  projet  of  an 
arrangement  on  the  subject  of  Malta,  having  reached  me  on  the 
5th  instant,  I lost  no  time  in  appointing  a meeting  to  take  place 
with  the  French  plenipotentiary  on  the  following  day,  when  I laid 
before  liim  a protocol,  which  I had  prepared  in  consequence  of 
the  instructions  contained  in  that  despatch,  conceived  in  the  terms 
which  your  Lordsliip  will  see  by  the  enclosed  copy. 

M.  Bonaparte  presented  at  the  same  time,  a protocol  wliich  he 
also  had  prepared,  containing  some  general  and  ill-founded  obser- 
vations on  the  state  of  the  negotiation,  by  way  of  preface  to  a 
projet  of  a definitive  treaty  which  he  brought  forward.  I have  the 
honour  to  transmit  enclosed  a copy  of  this  paper. 
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Having  at  tlie  opening  of  our  conference  on  that  day,  ac- 
quainted the  French  IMinister  with  the  dissatisfaction  which  had 
been  occasioned  to  His  Majesty’s  Government,  by  the  long  pro- 
traction of  the  negotiation,  and  by  the  seeming  unwillingness  on  the 
part  of  France  to  bring  it  to  a termination  on  just  and  reasonable 
grounds,  he  renewed  his  assurances  of  the  sincere  disposition  wliich 
was  felt  by  his  Government  to  arrive,  as  soon  as  possible,  at  a 
pacification,  and  conceived  that  he  had  given  a proof  of  it,  on  the 
one  hand,  by  having  offered  in  the  preface  to  his  protocol  to 
increase  the  Neapolitan  garrison  for  Malta  to  two  thousand  men, 
and,  on  the  other,  by  having  inserted  in  his  projet  of  a treaty,  an 
article  for  an  indemnification  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  for  all  His 
Serene  Highness’s  losses,  in  such  terms  as  he  considered  might  be 
fully  satisfactory  to  His  Majesty’s  Government.  Finding  however 
by  the  protocol  which  I had  presented,  that  we  were  still  consider- 
ably at  variance  on  the  subject  of  Malta,  and  his  instructions  on 
that  head  being  equally  positive  as  those  wliich  I had  received,  lie 
proposed  that  we  should  endeavour  to  find  a mode  of  accommo- 
dating the  redaction  of  that  article,  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the 
ideas  and  intentions  of  both  Governments. 

The  projet  of  which  I enclose  a copy  was  accordingly  drawn 
up.  Your  Lordship  will  I trust  find  it  sufficiently  conformable, 
in  the  most  essential  point — that  of  the  garrison,  to  what  His 
IMajesty’s  confidential  servants  have  thought  necessary  on  this 
head.  The  French  Minister  having  persisted  in  his  objections  to 
the  insertion  of  the  declaration  of  the  Emperor  of  Eussia,  as  a rule 
by  wliich  the  proceedings  as  to  the  election  of  a Grand  Master 
should  be  governed,  on  the  ostensible  principle  that  such  an  inser- 
tion might  give  offence  to  other  Powers ; I say,  my  Lord,  those 
objections  having  been  persisted  in  so  strongly  by  M.  Bonaparte 
that  I could  not  possibly  overcome  them,  I adopted  in  lieu  of  the 
clause  which  should  specify  the  Emperor’s  declaration,  the  expla- 
nation which  you  will  see  in  the  projet  commencing  with  the  words 
“ II  est  entendu  ” to  the  end  of  that  paragraph,  the  last  sentence 
of  which,  in  the  following  words,  ‘‘  et  de  concert  avec  les  princi- 
pales  Puissances  de  I’Europe,  interessees  au  retablissement  de 
rOrdi’e  de  St.  Jean  de  Jerusalem,”  may,  I hope,  be  considered  as 
conveying  the  same  meaning  as  the  declaration  in  question.  But 
after  all  the  modifications  to  which  I had  agreed,  the  French 
Plenipotentiary  still  found  the  projet  in  regard  to  Malta  so  wide  of 
that  upon  which  he  had  been  instructed  to  insist,  and  which  is 
inserted  in  the  above-mentioned  protocol  that  he  told  me  he  could 
not  finally  agree  to  it  without  referring  to  his  Government,  as  lie 
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promised  to  do  immediately,  whilst  he  wished  me,  on  my  side,  to 
refer  also  his  projet  and  observations  to  mine.  I then  let  him 
know  distinctly,  that  I could  make  no  farther  reference  on  the 
subject  of  Malta,  the  instructions  I had  received  being  so  definitive, 
that  I even  doubted  whether  the  modifications  I had  consented  to 
would  be  approved ; and  that  I could  even  make  no  report  to  my 
Government  before  I had  received  his  answer.  Uj^on  tliis  it  was 
settled  that  we  should  meet  again  as  yesterday. 

Notwithstanding  that  M.  Bonaparte’s  conversation  on  that 
occasion  seemed  to  bear  altogether  a very  conciliatory  tendency,  I 
deemed  it  important  for  whatever  might  still  possibly  be  the  result 
of  the  negotiation,  to  prepare,  against  our  next  meeting,  an  answer, 
as  well  to  refute  several  of  the  observations  stated  in  the  protocol 
which  he  had  presented,  as  to  express  the  inadmissibility  of  the 
two  new  articles  in  his  projet  of  a definitive  treaty — the  one  de- 
claring the  treaty  to  be  common  to  the  Ligurian  Eepublic,  the 
other  (a  secret  one)  stipulating  for  the  continuance  of  the  French 
troops  at  Otranto  till  Malta  should  be  evacuated  by  the  British, 
and  to  require  the  rectification  of  some  alterations  which  he  had 
made  in  articles  already  agreed  upon,  and  vhich  you  will  see 
pointed  out  in  the  margin  of  the  paper. 

I accordingly  laid  before  him  yesterday  the  answer,  which  your 
Lordship  will  see  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  it. 

I must  preface  my  report  of  what  passed  at  this  second  meeting 
by  mentioning  that,  at  the  close  of  our  former  conference,  M. 
Bonaparte  had  said,  that  if  the  article  touching  the  prisoners,  which 
I had  told  him  I was  daily  expecting  to  receive,  drawn  up  by  His 
Majesty’s  Ministers,  should  be  expressed  in  terms  which  could  be 
admitted  by  him,  he  had  great  hopes  of  our  arriving  at  once  at  a 
conclusion  of  the  business.  His  first  inquiry  then  yesterday  was 
whether  I had  received  that  article.  Upon  my  replying  in  the 
negative,  he  observed  that  matters  were  becoming  in  a very  critical 
situation  between  the  two  countries,  in  consequence  of  the  informa- 
tion which  his  Government  had  received  of  the  warlike  prepara- 
tions which  had  been  recommenced  in  England  in  the  naval  line, 
and  that  it  was  therefore  extremely  important  that  the  jealousies 
and  uneasiness,  which  must  naturally  be  excited  on  both  sides  by 
such  measures,  should  be  completely  removed  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible,  by  the  conclusion  of  the  definitive  peace.  He  then 
informed  me,  that  I might  rely  upon  the  acquiescence  of  his 
Government  in  the  proposal  with  respect  to  Malta,  as'  it  is  stated 
in  the  above-mentioned  paper : but  that  he  was  not  authorized  to 
sign  that  consent  till  the  point  respecting  the  prisoners  should 
VOL.  III.  2 H 
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be  adjusted.  At  the  same  time  he  gave  me  to  understand,  that  he 
would  withdraw  the  articles  inserted  in  his  projet  of  a treaty  in 
regard  to  the  Ligurian  Republic  and  the  continuance  of  the 
French  troops  at  Otranto,  if  His  Majesty’s  Government  should 
ultimately  refuse  to  admit  them ; whilst  he  also  consented  to 
rectify  the  articles  which  he  had  altered,  according  to  the  words  in 
which  they  had  already  been  agreed  upon. 

I have  now  to  state,  that  the  messenger  Basset  having  arrived 
here  the  day  before  yesterday,  with  your  Lordsliip’s  final  instruc- 
tions to  me  on  the  subject  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  I lost  no  time  in 
sending  him  on  to  Paris,  with  an  answer  to  Aly  Effendy,  of  which 
I enclose  a copy,  and  in  preparing  a reply  to  what  the  French 
plenipotentiary  had  set  forth  in  writing  on  this  head  at  a former 
conference,  to  be  ready  against  our  meeting  yesterday. 

Accordingly,  I also  laid  before  him  a protocol  on  this  subject, 
to  the  effect  which  your  Lordship  will  see  by  the  enclosed-copy. 

M.  Bonaparte,  upon  perusing  it,  entered  into  a long  explanation 
of  the  state  of  things  between  France  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and 
of  what  he  knew  to  be  the  nature  of  Aly  Effendy’s  instructions, 
which,  if  he  came  to  Amiens,  would  require  the  presence  here  also 
of  the  Russian  Minister,  because  the  Porte  had  ordered  him  to 
concert  his  operations  with  the  latter  as  much  as  with  me,  for 
which  reasons  M.  Bonaparte  urged  strongly  the  adoption  of  what 
he  had  proposed  on  this  subject  in  the  protocol  of  the  21st  of  last 
month,  offering  to  enter  into  any  engagement  I might  think 
proper  to  that  effect,  in  order  to  induce  me  to  desist  from  my 
demand ; but  upon  my  adhering  stedfastly  to  it,  he  said  finally 
that  he  would  transmit  the  paper  to  Paris  without  delay,  and  he 
gave  me  great  reason  to  hope,  from  the  desire  his  Government  had 
to  accelerate  the  peace,  that  the  Porte  would  be  admitted  as  an 
acceding  party  to  the  treaty. 

Your  Lordship  will  observe  the  addition  which  the  French 
Minister  has  made  to  the  article  in  his  projet,  which  defines  the 
limits  of  the  Portuguese  and  French  territories  in  Guiana,  declaring 
that  the  frontier  between  Spain  and  Portugal,  in  Europe,  is  to  be 
regulated  according  to  the  stipulation  in  the  treaty  of  Badajoz.  I 
naturally  objected,  in  the  strongest  manner,  to  such  an  insertion, 
whilst  M.  Bonaparte  contended  that,  his  Government  having  con- 
sented to  make  a public  article  of  the  stipulations  respecting  the 
frontiers  in  Guiana,  which  had  only  been  inserted  in  a secret  one 
in  the  preliminary  treaty,  and  the  integrity  of  the  Portuguese 
dominions  having  been  expressed  in  a public  article  of  the  prelimi- 
naries, it  was  indispensably  necessary  that  a public  explanation  on 
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the  subject  should  take  place  in  the  definitive  treaty.  They  owed 
it  to  themselves,  and  they  owed  it  to  Spain.  Sensible,  however, 
that  such  an  insertion  would  meet  with  opposition  on  our  side,  he  had 
taken  pains  to  word  it  in  such  a general  way,  as,  he  flattered  him- 
self, would  render  it  the  least  objectionable.  This  was  all  he  could 
do,  for  he  did  not  think  the  clause  could  possibly  be  withdrawn. 

In  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  18th  article  of  the  French 
projet  of  a treaty,  now  transmitted,  is  expressed,  the  French  pleni- 
potentiary explained  to  me  that  the  Prince  of  Orange  had  never 
been  known  even  to  the  former  Government  of  this  country  by 
that  title ; that  therefore  in  a formal  stipulation  it  could  not  be 
mentioned,  whilst  he  thought  that  the  words  by  which  his  Serene 
Highness  is  described  in  the  article  would  fuUy  explain  the  person 
to  whom  it  alluded. 

Having  now,  my  Lord,  had  the  honour  to  state  to  you  the  most 
material  circumstances  of  my  two  last  conferences  with  the  French 
Minister,  I have  the  satisfaction  to  conclude  this  report,  by  observ- 
ing, that  M.  Bonaparte  manifested  throughout  not  only  a sincere 
disposition  but  an  anxiety  to  come,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
to  a hajDpy  termination  of  our  discussion,  upon  which  seemingly 
favourable  inclination  I ground  my  hopes  that  the  points  on  wliich 
he  has  not  yet  acquiesced  in  writing  (on  the  contrary,  his  written 
answers  to  my  protocols  express  an  adherence  to  his  former  decla- 
rations) will  ultimately  be  acceded  to  by  the  French  Government. 
At  the  close  of  our  conference  yesterday  evening  he  expressed  so 
much  eagerness  to  see  peace  re-established  definitely  between  the 
two  countries,  as  to  say  that  he  trusted  it  would  take  place  imme- 
diately upon  my  receiving  an  answer  from  your  Lordship,  with  the 
article  respecting  the  prisoners  conceived  in  admissible  terms,  and 
that  he  hoped  I would  be  authorized  to  conclude  the  treaty  at  once 
without  further  reference. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

P.S.  Whilst  the  foregoing  despatch  was  transcribing,  I had 
the  satisfaction  to  receive  from  the  French  plenipotentiary  an 
official  note  (in  his  own  handwriting)  of  which  I enclose  a copy, 
and  with  which  he  accompanied  the  passport  for  the  messenger. 
The  two  words  in  it  ‘‘  et  autres,”  which  follow  the  words  “ sur 
Tarticle  des  prisonniers,”  I imagine  meant  to  apply  principally  to 
the  articles  respecting  the  Ligurian  republic,  and  the  continuance 
of  the  French  troops  at  Otranto  till  Malta  shall  be  evacuated  by 
the  British. 
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On  March  7,  Napoleon  Bonaparte  wrote  to  Joseph  to  say  that 
the  French  and  English  projets  about  Malta  differed  in  his  opinion 
very  little  ; and  on  the  8th  he  agreed,  though  unwillingly,  to 
accept  the  phrase,  “ La  Sublime  Porte  est  invitee  a acceder  a ce 
present  traite,”  but  urged  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  which  he 
expected  to  hear  of  the  following  day. 

Makquis  Coknwallis  to  Major-General  Ross. 

BeAB  Ross,  Amiens,  March  10,  1802. 

I have  only  time  to  tell  you  that  I am  much  more  easy  in 
my  mind  than  I have  been. 

The  business  here  is  of  such  a nature  as  perhaps  to  tempt 
people  who  ought  to  be  trustworthy,  to  peep  into  a letter  from 
me  directed  to  a confidential  friend ; I have  therefore  determined 
not  to  trust  to  their  honesty,  and  to  be  silent  on  political  points. 

Yours  truly  affectionate, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Addington. 

Bear  Sir,  Amiens,  March  10,  1802. 

You  will  see  by  my  letters  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  and  espe- 
cially by  the  copy  of  a note  which  I have  just  received  from  M.  J. 
Bonaparte,  that  things  are  going  on  as  well  as  possible,  on  which  I 
very  sincerely  congratulate  you. 

It  will  be  a more  gratifying  reflexion  for  me  in  the  decline  of 
life  to  have  been  the  instrument  in  bringing  the  negotiation  to  a 
successful  and  honourable  issue,  and  I shall  feel  a pride  in  having 
received  so  strong  a mark  of  your  confidence  as  to  be  selected  for 
so  arduous  and  important  an  undertaking. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Amiens,  March  10,  1802. 

Although  it  does  not  appear  by  my  public  despatch  that 
much  has  actually  been  done,  yet,  from  the  manner  and  expression 
of  M.  J.  Bonaparte,  I feel  very  confident  that  our  business  here  is 
drawing  speedily  to  a favourable  conclusion,  unless  some  unex- 
pected change  of  humour  should  intervene. 
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It  was  not  without  much  uneasiness  that  I ventured  to  deviate 
from  the  letter,  although  I trust  that  I have  not  done  so  from  the 
spirit,  of  your  instructions  with  regard  to  Malta ; but  as  nearly  the 
words,  as  well  as  the  sentiments  of  the  Emperor  of  Eussia  are 
adopted  with  regard  to  the  qualification  of  the  Knights  and  the 
steps  for  proceeding  to  the  election  of  a Grand  Master,  that 
monarch  cannot  in  my  opinion  be  offended ; and  at  the  moment 
when  this  most  difficult  and  important  article  was  on  the  point  of 
being  settled,  I thought  it  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  remove  all 
pretext  for  further  reference  and  delay. 

The  present  arrangement  has  an  advantage  over  that  which  was 
proposed,  as  far  as  it  goes  to  remove  any  plausible  excuse  that 
either  of  the  principal  Powers  might  have  made  for  declining  to 
become  a guarantee. 

I should  wish  that  your  Lordship  would  send  over  with  all  con- 
venient despatch  the  article  of  the  prisoners,  about  which  the 
French  plenipotentiary  expresses  much  impatience,  and  I am  per- 
suaded that  I need  not  urge  you  to  use  every  means  in  your  power 
to  hasten  the  further  necessary  steps  for  the  completion  of  the 
great  work  of  peace. 

You  will  naturally  choose  to  translate  the  treaty  in  England, 
but  it  would  greatly  expedite  the  business  if  you  could  allow  us  to 
make  small  verbal  alterations,  to  satisfy  any  doubts  or  objections 
that  may  arise  in  the  discussion  with  the  French  Legation  when 
the  treaties  are  read  over  and  compared,  without  waiting  for  the 
result  of  a reference.  I should  not  readily  undertake  this  task  if  I 
did  not  place  the  greatest  reliance  on  the  abilities,  experience,  and 
correctness  of  Mr.  Merry,  whose  talents  and  assiduity  merit  every 
degi’ee  of  praise  that  I can  bestow,  and  will  I hope  give  him  a 
claim  to  the  favourable  attention  of  Government. 

I am,  &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

My  LoKD,  Amiens,  March  13,  1802. 

I have  now  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship  the  satis- 
factory result  of  a conference  I had  yesterday  with  the  French 
plenipotentiary,  and  of  another  which  I held  this  evening  with  that 
Minister,  and’with  those  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  of  the  Bata- 
vian Kepublic. 

At  my  meeting  yesterday  with  M.  Joseph  Bonaparte,  he  ac- 
quainted me  with  the  final  acquiescence  of  his  Government  in  the 
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just  demand  made  by  His  Majesty  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  being 
admitted  as  an  acceding  party  to  the  definitive  treaty,  and  he  con- 
sented to  withdraw  his  pretensions  altogether  on  the  subject  of  the 
French  troops  remaining  in  the  Neapolitan  States  till  Malta  should 
be  evacuated  by  the  British,  upon  my  agreeing  to  insert  in  the 
paragraph  (the  4th)  of  the  article  respecting  Malta  which  stipu- 
lates the  evacuation,  the  words  “ ou  plutot  si  faire  se  pent,”  after 
the  word  “ratifications.” 

Those  material  difficulties  to  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  being 
thus  removed,  we  proceeded  to  consider  of  what  was  still  wanting 
to  complete  it,  when  I renewed  my  demand  for  the  insertion  of  the 
article  which  had  been  originally  proposed  by  His  Majesty’s  Go- 
vernment for  the  delivery  respectively  by  the  contracting  parties 
of  persons  accused  of  crime,  and  of  that  article  which  stands  as  the 
19th  in  the  projet  of  a treaty  transmitted  to  me  by  your  Lordship 
(but  which  had  been  omitted  in  all  the  French  projets),  containing 
the  usual  engagement  of  the  contracting  parties  to  observe  the 
treaty  and  to  cause  it  to  be  observed  by  their  citizens  and  subjects. 
To  the  latter  the  French  plenipotentiary  readily  acceded,  upon  my 
explaining  to  him  the  necessity  of  it ; but  in  regard  to  the  former, 
he  repeated  the  general  objections  which  he  had  at  first  stated,  and 
particularly  those  which  occurred  to  the  word  “high-treason,”  a 
word  which  was' not  known  in  the  present  laws  of  France.  Upon 
my  consenting,  however,  to  add  to  that  word,  wliich  was  apphcable 
to  the  British  laws,  an  expression  to  the  same  effect  which  should 
suit  the  French  Government,  and  which  he  suggested  in  the  words, 
“ou  de  consphation  contre  la  surete  et  le  regime  interieur  de 
I’Etat,”  he  agreed  to  the  article  in  other  respects  in  the  terms  in 
which  it  is  expressed  in  yom*  Lordship’s  projet. 

The  other  articles  of  the  treaty  wdiich  had  been  already  agreed 
upon,  but  in  which  M.  Bonaparte  had  made  some  alterations,  as  I 
had  the  honour  to  observe  to  your  Lordship  in  my  despatch.  No. 
43,  were  then  rectified  according  to  the  words  in  which  they  had 
before  been  expressed,  and  we  altered  slightly  those  of  some  other 
articles,  in  order  that  their  meaning  might  be  more  clearly  ex- 
plained. 

Having  thus  arranged  definitively  every  article  of  the  treaty 
wliich  regarded  His  Majesty  and  the  French  Kepublic  separately, 
except  that  respecting  the  prisoners,  it  was  settled  that  we  should 
hold  a meeting  this  evening  with  the  Spanish  and  Batavian  pleni- 
potentiaries in  order  to  come  to'  a conclusion  with  them  upon  the 
stipulation  in  which  they  were  concerned. 

Upon  this  occasion  M.  de  Schimmelpenninck  resisted  strongly 
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the  pretension  which  the  Chevalier  d’Azara  brought  forward,  and 
in  which  he  was  supported  by  M.  Bonaparte  and  by  me,  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  an  equal  participation  with  Great  Britain  and  France  in 
the  right  of  navigating  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ; whilst  he 
opposed  as  forcibly  the  point,  upon  which  I insisted,  of  its  being 
clearly  expressed  that  the  ships  of  the  contracting  parties  should 
be  liable  to  pay  no  duties  or  charges  upon  the  vessels.  Upon  its 
having  however  been  taken  into  consideration  that  there  would 
probably  be  some  port  charges  (such  as  are  usual  at  most  ports)  to 
which  even  Dutch  ships  are  liable,  it  was  finally  settled,  upon  the 
Batavian  plenipotentiary  waiving  his  objection  to  the  admission  of 
Spanish  ships,  that  the  article  should  be  worded  so  as  to  secure  the 
ships  of  the  other  contracting  parties  from  the  payment  of  any 
other  duties  or  charges  than  those  to  which  Dutch  ships  should  be 
subject. 

There  only  then  remained  to  adjust  the  article  which  regards 
the  cession  of  the  Dutch  possessions  in  Ceylon  to  His  Majesty. 
The  redaction  of  this  article,  as  it  was  proposed  by  M.  Schimmel- 
penninck  in  the  protocol  which  I transmitted  in  my  despatch.  No. 
36,  appeared  to  me,  for  the  reasons  which  were  then  explained,  to 
be  preferable  to  that  which  had  been  adopted  in  your  Lordship’s 
projet,  whilst  your  subsequent  silence  on  this  head  has  made  me 
imagine  that  you  may  have  acquiesced  in  it.  I should  however 
have  deferred  giving  a final  answer  on  the  subject  till  I had  had  a 
reply  from  you,  had  not  the  French  plenipotentiary  now  pressed 
very  strongly  that  the  conference  might  not  be  adjourned  without 
the  parties  coming  to  a definitive  agreement  upon  every  point,  that 
of  the  prisoners  always  excepted.  I therefore  consented  to  adopt 
that  version  of  the  article  in  question. ' 

With  this  the  whole  treaty  was  settled,  and  I have  the  honour 
to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  inclosed  a copy  of  it,  as  it  is  to  be 
signed  as  soon  as  I receive  from  you  the  article  touching  the  pri- 
soners, which  is  now  the  only  one  wanting. 

I have  to  add,  that  our  agreement  in  regard  to  the  substance, 
was  followed  by  a difference  as  to  the  form  of  the  treaty,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Chevaher  d’Azara  having  insisted  that  the  Spanish 
language  should  be  used  as  well  as  the  English  and  French.  This 
difficulty  was,  however,  at  length  removed  by  a proposal  which 
was  suggested,  and  in  which  M.  Schimmelpenninck  acquiesced, 
that  a separate  article  should  be  added  to  the  treaty,  similar  to 
that  which  it  has  been^usual  to  insert  on  other  occasions,  and  which 
took  place  in  the  definitive  treaty  of  1783,  expressing  that  the  two 
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languages  wliicli  are  now  to  be  used,  shall  not  prejudice  in  any 
manner,  either  of  the  other  two  contracting  parties  whose  particular 
languages  are  not  used. 

The  words  of  the  separate  article  in  question  are  to  be  agreed 
upon  to-morrow  with  the  Spanish  and  Batavian  plenipotentiaries. 

Upon  the  whole,  I trust  His  Majesty’s  confidential  servants  will 
not  find  in  the  treaty  I inclose,  any  material  deviation  from  the 
literal  tenor  of  the  instructions  which  your  Lordship  has  from  time 
to  time  communicated  to  me  from  His  Majesty.  It  would  doubt- 
lessly have  been  a most  heartfelt  satisfaction  to  me,  if  circumstances 
could  possibly  have  allowed  of  my  obtaining  any  advantage  beyond 
them. 

It  is  meant  that  the  treaty  shall  be  signed  as  soon  as  I receive 
from  your  Lordship  the  remaining  article,  and  as  soon  as  the  Eng- 
lish translation  can  be  made.  . j have,  &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

My  LoED,  Downing  Street,  March  14,  1802. 

Your  Lordship’s  despatches.  Nos.  43  and  44,  were  received 
here  late  on  Friday  night,  and  have  been  laid  before  the  King. 

At  the  same  time  that  His  Majesty  has  felt  great  satisfaction 
at  the  apparent  change  of  disposition  in  the  French  Government, 
and  at  their  desire  of  concluding  the  definitive  treaty  on  terms 
conformable  to  the  preliminaries,  it  is  notwithstanding  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  no  further  delay  whatever  should  arise  in 
bringing  this  business  to  an  issue.  I send  you  therefore  a di’aft  of 
a definitive  treaty.  In  drawing  it  up,  every  endeavour  lias  been 
made  to  render  it  as  far  as  possible  conformable  to  the  last  projet 
delivered  to  you  by  the  French  plenipotentiary.  You  will  imme- 
diately communicate  this  draft  to  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  other 
Powers,  and  you  are  authorized  to  sign  the  treaty  if  they  shall 
agree  to  it  in  its  present  form.  If,  however,  any  new  demand 
should  be  insisted  on,  or  if  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  other 
Powers  should  object  to  signmg  the  treaty  conformably  to  the 
articles  in  the  inclosed  draft,  it  is  His  Majesty’s  pleasure  that  you 
inform  the  Ministers  of  the  Congress,  that  you  have  gone  to  the 
utmost  extent  of  your  instructions,  and  that  in  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  your  Court,  you  must  leave  Amiens  in  eight  days  from 
the  period  of  that  declaration,  unless  the  treaty  is  concluded  within 
that  time. 
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I entertain  the  strongest  hopes  that  such  a declaration  will  be 
unnecessary,  and  that  upon  perusing  the  inclosed  draft,  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  the  other  Powers  will  find  no  reason  to  object  to 
concluding  the  treaty  on  the  terms  in  which  it  is  now  proposed.  If 
however  you  should  be  under  the  necessity,  contrary  to  my  expec- 
tations, to  have  recourse  to  a declaration  of  the  nature  above  men- 
tioned, you  will  give  it  to  be  understood,  that  the  limitation  of  the 
period  assigned  for  your  continuance  at  Amiens  is  not  tlirown  out 
as  a menace,  but  is  the  fixed  and  unalterable  determination  of  His 
Majesty’s  Government. 

I shall  now  proceed  to  state  to  you  in  detail,  such  observations 
as  appear  to  me  to  be  necessary  on  the  several  articles  in  the  in- 
closed draft,  compared  with  the  articles  in  the  projet  inclosed  in 
your  No.  43. 

The  preamble  is  a literal  translation  of  the  preamble  in  the 
French  projet. 

The  only  variation  in  the  1st  article  is  the  introduction  of  the 
Ottoman  Porte  as  an  integral  party  to  the  peace.  This  addition 
is  conformable  to  instructions  which  have  been  already  frequently 
given  to  you,  and  is  indispensably  necessary,  whether  the  Porte  be 
a contracting,  or  an  acceding  party  to  the  treaty. 

The  2nd  article,  respecting  the  prisoners,^  wiU,  I trust,  prove 
satisfactory  to  the  French  plenipotentiary.  It  affirms  the  prin- 
ciple with  respect  to  the  contracting  parties,  conformably  to  the 
two  last  treaties  of  peace ; and  by  referring  the  details  to  be 
arranged  by  Commissioners,  it  seems  to  meet  the  ideas  of  the 
French  Government.  Any  differences  with  respect  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  principle  will  be  open  to  the  decision  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, whenever  they  shall  be  appointed ; and  His  Majesty  will 
not  object  to  any  sums  which  may  be  due  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment for  the  maintenance  of  foreign  subsidiary  troops  which  may 
have  been  attached  to  the  British  army,  and  acted  under  a British 
officer,  being  deducted  from  the  balance  due  to  him  on  account  of 
the  maintenance  of  French  prisoners  in  this  country. 

The  3rd  article,  respecting  the  restitutions,  is  the  same  as  in 
the  French  projet,  with  the  alterations  made  by  your  T^ordship  in 
the  margin. 

The  4th  article  is  conformable  to  the  French  projet. 

^ It  is  probable,  from  Napoleon’s  letter  to  to  France  20,000,000  francs  were  retained. 
Joseph,  March  11,  that  he  would  have  given  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  French  had  pre- 
way still  further  on  the  article  about  the  viously  disclaimed  that  secret  article,  and 
prisoners,  for  he  says  he  does  not  much  care  this  was  probably  the  real  reason  for  ex- 
how  that  article  is  worded,  provided  the  eluding  M.  de  Souza  from  the  Conference, 
secret  article  which  bound  Portugal  to  pay 
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The  5th  article  is  altered  in  consequence  of  the  suggestion  of 
the  Batavian  plenipotentiary. 

The  6th  article,  respecting  the  Cape  of  G-ood  Hope,  is  altered  so 
as  to  meet  more  exactly  the  spirit  of  the  article  in  the  preliminaries, 
and  to  obviate  at  the  same  time  the  objection  which  your  Lordship 
made  to  the  article  inserted  on  this  subject  in  our  former  projet. 
If,  however,  you  have  in  any  degree  expressed  an  opinion  in  favour 
of  the  article  in  the  French  projet"  and  if  it  should  be  adhered  to 
with  any  tenacity  by  the  Batavian  plenipotentiary^,  there  wiQ  be  no 
objection  to  adopting  it  in  the  terms  in  which  it  is  there  proposed. 

The  7th  article  is  the  same  in  both  projets. 

With  respect  to  the  8th  article  relative  to  Portugal,  the  arrange- 
ment respecting  the  limitation  of  the  two  Guianas,  is  unobjection- 
able. The  exception  relative  to  the  alteration  in  the  limits  of 
Spain  and  Portugal  may  be  admitted,  provided  the  integrity  of 
the  Portuguese  dominions  is  in  other  respects  affirmed;  but  it 
appears  equitable  either  that  the  exception  to  which  His  Majesty 
is  no  direct  party  should  be  omitted,  or  that  Portugal  should  have 
the  advantage  of  the  integrity  of  her  dominions  being  confirmed  in 
the  present  general  treaty. 

The  9th  article,  respecting  the  Eepublic  of  the  Seven  Islands,  is 
translated  from  the  French  projet. 

His  Majesty’s  Government  have  endeavoured  to  render  the 
article  10,  respecting  Malta,  as  nearly  as  possible  conformable  to 
the  projet  C in  yom’  despatch  Ho.  43. 

The  preamble  is  the  same  in  both  projets. 

In  the  first  paragraph  the  material  objection  of  the  French 
Government  to  any  allusion  to  the  declaration  of  the  Emperor  of 
Kussia  may  be  obviated  by  an  omission  of  that  part  of  the  para- 
graph in  my  former  projet,  provided  they  will  consent  to  the  words 
at  the  end  of  the  paragraph,  declaring  the  office  of  Grand  Master 
to  have  been  considered  as  vacant  at  the  time  of  the  signature  of 
the  preliminaries.  To  this  there  cannot  be  any  soKd  objection,  as 
it  may  in  fact  be  inferred  from  the  former  part  of  the  paragraph, 
which  stipulates  that  an  election  shall  take  place — a proceeding 
which  would  be  whoUy  irregular,  if  the  office  of  Grand  Master  had 
not  been  considered  as  vacant.  But  it  is  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance to  be  precise  on  this  point,  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
the  French  Government  are  desirous  that  Baron  Hompesch  should 
resume  his  functions  in  that  island.  You  will  therefore  consent  to 
withdraw  the  reference  to  the  Emperor  of  Eussia’s  declaration  in 
the  former  projet,  only  on  the  express  condition  of  the  addition 
here  proposed  being  acquiesced  in. 
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The  2nd  paragraph  is  the  same  in  both  projets. 

The  3rd  paragraph  differs  with  respect  to  the  proofs  of  nobility 
which  shall  be  required  for  the  admission  of  Maltese  into  the  Order. 
Unless  the  terms  of  our  paragraph  3 are  adopted,  confining  the 
proofs  to  actual  nobility,  this  part  of  the  arrangement  will  be 
wholly  illusory : and  as  this  respects  not  the  Order  in  general,  but 
only  the  Maltese  Langue,  there  appears  to  be  no  solid  objection  to 
the  stipulation  as  w^e  have  proposed  it. 

The  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  and  10th  paragraphs,  are  the 
same  in  both  projets.  In  the  11th  paragraph,  as  it  stands  in  the 
French  projet,  these  words  are  omitted — as  the  conditions  upon 
which  the  island  shall  be  restored  to  the  Knights  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem.”  These  words  are  extremely  important,  as  they  are 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  right,  which  we  certainly  possess  after 
the  conquest  of  the  island,  of  restoring  it  to  the  Order  upon  such 
terms  as  we  judge  equitable. 

In  the  12th  paragraph  of  the  French  projet,  with  reference  to 
the  Neapolitan  garrison,  it  is  stipulated  that  these  troops  shall  be 
natives  of  his  Sicilian  Majesty’s  dominions.  It  is  very  desirable  to 
omit  these  words.  The  only  pretence  for  inserting  them  can  be 
the  idea  of  His  Majesty,  or  some  other  European  Power,  trans- 
ferring to  the  King  of  Naples  a body  of  their  troops  for  the  garrison 
of  the  island,  which  might  be  supposed  to  place  the  island  in  fact 
in  the  hands  of  such  Power.  To  obviate  this  objection  it  may  be 
proposed,  that  the  limitation  should  be  confined  not  to  native  troops 
only,  but  to  such  as  had  actually  formed  a part  of  the  army  of  his 
Sicilian  Majesty.  This  alteration  would  remove  every  fair  objec- 
tion, and  would  give  the  King  of  Naples  the  right  of  employing 
the  Swiss  and  Albanian  regiments  which  he  has  in  his  pay,  and 
which  are  in  truth  the  most  efficient  part  of  his  army. 

The  13th  paragraph  is  the  same  in  both  projets. 

The  11th,  12th,  13th,  and  14th  articles  are,  with  the  exception 
of  a verbal  alteration  or  two,  literally  translated  from  the  French 
articles. 

The  15th  ailicle  is  likewise  literally  translated.  It  would  be 
more  desirable  that  the  latter  part  of  this  article  should  form  a 
declaration  at  the  end  of  the  treaty,  but  if  any  importance  is 
attached  to  it  as  a stipulation,  there  is  no  sufficient  reason  to 
object  to  it. 

The  16th  and  17th  articles  are  the  same  in  both  projets. 

The  18th  article,  relative  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  is  very  objec- 
tionable as  proposed  by  the  French  plenipotentiary.  In  the  first 
place  it  would  directly  implicate  the  Government  of  this  country 
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in  the  question  of  the  indemnities  in  Germany,  in  which  they  are 
particularly  desirous  of  having  no  share.  In  the  second  place, 
according  to  this  article,  our  claim  to  compensation  for  the  Prince 
of  Orange  would  be  confined  to  the  French  Government ; whereas 
we  have  a more  just  and  natural  claim  on  the  Batavian  Bepublic. 
The  terms  of  the  article  18  inclosed  in  my  draft  of  this  day  appear 
Avholly  unobjectionable,  as  it  w^ill  leave  it  open  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange  to  waive  his  claim  to  a part  of  the  pecuniary  compensation, 
if  a territorial  indemnity  should  be  given  to  him  in  lieu  of  it,  which 
would  be  more  satisfactory  to  him,  and  it  does  not  engage  the 
French  Government  necessarily  to  procure  for  him  any  territorial 
indemnity.  If  the  French  plenipotentiary  perseveres  in  his  objec- 
tion to  the  Prince  being  styled  in  the  treaty  Prince  of  Orange,  it 
may  be  proposed  that  he  should  be  described  in  the  following 
manner — The  Prince  designed  by  His  Majesty  as  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  by  the  French  Government  as  Prince  of  Xassau. 

The  19th  article  in  the  French  projet  relative  to  the  Ligurian 
Bepublic,  I consider  as  abandoned.  I need  not  repeat,  after  all 
that  has  been  said  on  the  subject,  that  the  19th  article  in  my 
projet  of  this  day,  relative  to  the  accession  of  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
is  mdispensable. 

The  20th  article  is  literally  translated  from  the  French. 

From  the  tenor  of  your  Lordship’s  last  despatches,  I am  in- 
clined to  hope,  that  you  will  meet  with  no  further  difficulty 
respecting  the  continuance  of  the  French  troops  in  Otranto.  It  is 
impossible  that  His  Majesty  can  agree  to  any  stipulation  on  that 
subject.  The  continuance  of  the  French  troops  at  the  present 
time  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  is  a violation  of  their  treaty  of 
peace  with  that  Power,  and  His  Majesty  could  never  be  induced  to 
become  a party  to  such  a transaction. 

The  proposition  of  the  Dutch  plenipotentiary  in  your  No.  44, 
for  the  restitution  of  the  ships  and  property  which  were  seized  in 
the  ports  of  this  country,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  hosti- 
lities, has  abeady  been  answered.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  best 
authorities,  that  the  sliips  and  this  property  were  lawfully  seized. 
They  have  been  condemned  by  the  regular  tribunal,  and  it  is 
impossible  therefore  to  consent  to  any  stipulation  of  the  sort 
ad\lsed. 

With  regard  to  the  ships  that  have  been  taken  in  the  name  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  have  not  been  condemned.  His  Majesty 
will  be  ready  to  adhere  to  the  proposition  wffiich  he  has  abeady 
made,  that  the  value  of  those  ships  may  be  deducted  from  the 
compensation  to  be  made  by  the  Batavian  Bepublic  to  the  Prince 
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of  Orange,  for  the  loss  of  liis  personal  property,  and  His  Majesty 
will  be  ready  to  arrange  this  account  with  His  Serene  Highness. 

I have  thus  stated  to  your  Lordship  all  the  observations  which 
occiu*  on  the  remaining  points  of  the  negotiation.  I am  inclined 
to  hope  you  will  be  able  to  bring  them  to  a speedy  and  successful 
issue. 

I cannot  avoid  however  repeating,  that  His  Majesty  feels  he 
has  made  every  concession  in  his  power  for  the  attainment  of 
peace,  and  that  the  fate  of  the  negotiation  will  be  determined  by 
the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  these  his  last  propositions. 

I have,  &c., 

Hawkesbury. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  March  17,  1802. 

I received  yesterday  afternoon  the  honour  of  your  Lordship’s 
despatches  Nos.  15  and  16,  with  their  enclosures. 

After  the  anxious  desire  for  peace  which  the  French  plenipo- 
tentiary manifested  when  I held  my  last  conference  with  him — of 
which  I transmitted  to  you  an  account  in  my  No.  46 — I considered 
that  it  might  indicate  strongly  a disposition  of  a contrary  tendency 
on  the  part  of  his  Majesty,  if  I carried  literally  into  execution  the 
instructions  conveyed  to  me  in  your  Lordship’s  No.  15,  without 
trying  previously  how  far  the  conditions  prescribed  by  them  might 
be  accepted  by  M.  Joseph  Bonaparte,  when  laid  before  him  in 
a conciliatory  manner.  I therefore  determined  to  take  upon 
myself  to  appoint  an  interview  with  him  for  that  purpose  this 
evening. 

I accordingly  prepared  a paper,  of  which  I enclose  a copy, 
containing  all  the  most  material  alterations  which  his  Majesty’s 
confidential  servants  have  thought  it  necessary  to  make  in  the 
projet  of  a definitive  treaty  proposed  by  this  Government, — and  I 
put  it  into  the  French  plenipotentiary’s  hands  when  we  met. 

Although  M.  Bonaparte  expressed  much  surprise  and  concern 
to  see  that  we  were  still  so  wide  of  an  agreement  upon  the  treaty 
altogether,  particularly  upon  the  article  respecting  the  prisoners, 
he  did  not  relax  in  his  endeavours  to  find  a means  of  coming  to  an 
accommodation  upon  the  whole. 

In  regard  to  that  article,  he  had  flattered  himself,  from  what 
he  had  been  given  to  be  understood  on  the  subject,  that  it  would 
have  been  expressed  in  more  admissible  terms.  He  had  been 
particularly  led  to  hope  so  from  what  he  knew  had  passed  lately 
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respecting  it  between  your  Lordship  and  M.  Otto,  who  had  trans- 
mitted to  his  Government  the  sketch  of  an  article  which  he  con- 
sidered as  infinitely  less  objectionable  than  that  which  I had  now 
brought  forward.  He  did  not  as  yet  know  exactly  the  final  deter- 
mination of  his  Government  as  to  the  admission  of  it ; but  he  had 
some  expectation  that  if  it  were  worded  in  the  manner  suggested 
in  M.  Otto’s  report,  and  which  he  believed  to  be  nearly  conform- 
able to  what  is  stated  in  the  enclosed  paper,  it  might  possibly  be 
consented  to. 

In  discussing  the  subject  of  Malta  in  a former  conference, 
M.  Bonaparte  had  told  me  frankly,  that  he  knew  our  object  in 
regard  to  the  election  of  a Grand  Master,  tended  principally  to  the 
exclusion  of  Baron  Hompesch  whom  he  had  named  ; and  he  con- 
fessed our  object  to  be  a just  one,  since  the  man  who  had  once 
delivered  up  the  island  to  the  French  might  very  well  be  sus- 
pected to  be  disposed  to  act  the  same  part  on  any  future  occasion. 
He  assured  me,  however,  at  the  time  that  his  Government  had 
no  such  plan  in  view  in  resisting  the  mode  of  arrangement  which 
we  had  proposed  on  this  head ; and  he  now  confirmed  the  same 
assurances  by  saying  that  he  was  ready  to  adopt  any  form  of 
words  which  should  produce  the  same  effect,  but  which  should 
not  declare  in  direct  terms  that  the  place  of  Grand  Master  was 
considered  as  vacant,  because  it  would  be  an  ungrateful  return  on 
the  part  of  his  brother  the  First  Consul,  to  the  man  who  had 
rendered  him  so  essential  a service.  The  mode  which  your  Lord- 
ship  will  see  in  the  enclosed  paper  of  wording  that  part  of  the 
arrangement  was  then  suggested,  and  I conceive  that  it  might 
effectually  answer  the  purpose  of  excluding  Baron  Hompesch. 

You  will  find  stated  in  the  same  paper  a mode  of  expression 
with  respect  to  the  admission  of  Knights  into  the  Maltese  Langue, 
which  includes  the  words  actual  nobility.” 

The  French  plenipotentiary  found  a greater  difficulty  in  omit- 
ting the  words  native  of  his  dominions  ” in  the  paragraph  of  the 
projet  which  speaks  of  the  Neapolitan  garrison  for  Malta,  because 
the  latitude  which  the  omission  would  give,  would  allow  His 
Sicilian  Majesty  to  send  there  aU  the  French  emigrants  who  are  in 
his  kingdom,  as  well  as  the  Swiss  corps,  which  happens  to  be  the 
remainder  which  escaped  from  the  massacre  at  Paris,  and  which 
must  therefore  be  considered  in  fully  as  inimical  a light  by  this 
Government  as  any  emigrants  whatsoever. 

The  other  less  material  alterations  wished  to  be  made  in  the 
arrangement  for  Malta  he  thought  might  be  adopted. 

With  respect  to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  he  contended  that  the 
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act  of  inserting  it  in  the  1st  article  of  the  treaty,  and  of  speci- 
fying in  the  19th  that  the  Porte  is  to  send  its  ratifications,  was 
making  it  a contracting,  and  not  merely  an  acceding  party  ; 
and  he  had  therefore  very  little  hope  that  his  Government 
would  consent  to  any  other  form  of  article  on  this  subject,  than 
that  which  was  stated  in  the  projet  of  a treaty  transmitted  in  my 
No.  46. 

He  made  the  same  observation  in  regard  to  that  which  stipu- 
lates an  indemnification  to  the  Prince  of  Orange  for  his  losses  in 
Holland,  saying  that  the  mode  proposed  by  us  of  wording  that 
article  was  particularly  inadmissible,  because  it  called  to  mind  and 
made  France  avow,  the  plunder  she  had  committed  when  her  troops 
entered  that  country. 

The  other  alterations  of  inferior  consequence  specified  in  the 
paper  which  I had  laid  before  him  he  trusted  might  not  be 
attended  with  any  serious  difficulty. 

The  French  Minister  wished  the  paper  to  be  communicated  to 
him  in  the  shape  of  a protocol,  or  in  some  other  official  form,  when 
I explained  to  him  that  my  object  in  our  present  meeting  was 
merely  to  apprise  him  of  the  sentiments  of  my  Government  pre- 
paratory to  a more  formal  discussion  and  explanation  upon  the 
present  state  of  the  negotiation. 

He  confessed  that  he  saw  but  little  prospect  of  so  many 
differences  in  the  propositions  of  the  two  Governments  being 
adjusted,  notwithstanding  which,  he  was  disposed  to  transmit  the 
paper  to  Paris.  He  regretted  it  the  more  since  the  differences 
no  longer  regarded  the  substance,  but  merely  the  words  which 
were  thought  necessary  to  explain  clearly  the  meaning  on  both 
sides,  and  which  were  inadmissible  partly  on  the  one  side  and 
partly  on  the  other. 

This  observation  he  considered  as  applicable  to  all  the  points 
now  remaining  in  dispute,  namely, — the  prisoners,  for  which  we 
did  not  mean  France  to  pay,  though  we  could  not  express  it ; the 
Prince  of  Orange,  whom  they  meant  to  indemnify  fully  for  all 
his  losses,  yet  they  could  not  suffer  them  to  be  explained  in  the 
manner  we  thought  it  necessary  to  state  them;  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  whom  they  will  admit  as  a party  to  the  peace,  but  cannot 
allow  to  be  inserted  in  words  which  bear  the  sense  of  its  being 
included  as  a contracting  party ; Baron  Hompesch,  whom  they  are 
willing  to  exclude,  but  at  whom  they  cannot  point  so  distinctly  as 
we  insist  upon ; lastly,  the  Neapolitan  garrison  for  Malta,  the 
quality  of  which  they  require  to  be  defined  by  words  which  we 
demand  to  be  omitted. 
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I have  thought  it  right  to  lose  no  time  in  acquainting  your 
Lordship  with  the  manner  in  which  I have  commenced  the  execu- 
tion of  His  Majesty’s  commands  signified  to  me  in  your  despatch 
No.  15,  and  in  transmitting  to  you  this  detail  of  the  conversation 
I have  had  this  evening  with  the  French  plenipotentiary.  He  will 
probably  have  received,  an  answer  from  Paris  by  the  day  after 
to-morrow,  when,  according  to  what  it  may  be,  I shall  proceed  to 
comply  to  the  full  extent  with  the  instructions  I have  received. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  truth  and  regard,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkisbury. 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  March  20,  1802. 

I collected  last  night  from  the  Batavian  plenipotentiary 
that,  on  the  one  hand,  the  answer  which  M.  Bonaparte  had 
received  from  Paris  upon  the  paper  which  I communicated  to 
him  on  the  17th  instant, — and  of  which  I had  the  honour  to  trans- 
mit a copy  to  your  Lordship  in  my  despatch  of  that  date,  had 
afforded  him  some  latitude  to  comply  with  the  alteration  in  the 
treaty  required  by  His  Majesty’s  Government ; but  that,  on  the 
other,  any  strong  coercive  measure  wliich  I might  be  instructed 
to  use,  would  be  instantaneously  fatal  to  the  success  of  the 
negotiation.  The  same  Minister  has  just  acquainted  me  with 
the  result  of  a long  conversation  which  he  had  to-day  with  the 
French  plenipotentiary,  in  which  the  latter  did  in  fact  manifest  the 
strongest  disposition  to  arrive  at  an  amicable  termination  of  the 
discussions,  assuring  him  even  that  he  was  ready  to  sign  the  treaty 
immediately,  provided  the  articles  could  be  worded  in  such  a 
manner  as  might  not  militate  against  the  feelings  of  the  First 
Consul  so  strongly  as  that  in  which  they  were  expressed  in  the 
above-mentioned  paper. 

Under  such  circumstances,  and  M.  de  Schimmelpenninck 
having  at  the  same  time  suggested  a mode  of  expressing  the 
articles  wLich  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  would  be  accepted  by 
M.  Bonaparte,  and  that  mode  appearing  to  me  to  contain  the 
substance  of  what  is  wished  for  by  His  Majesty’s  Government,  I 
have  determined  to  take  upon  myself  still  to  suspend  the  execu- 
tion of  His  Majesty’s  commands,  tiU  I shall  receive  an  answer  from 
your  Lordship  to  this  letter. 

You  will  see  in  the  enclosed  paper  the  modes  suggested  by  the 
Batavian  plenipotentiary. 
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I had  the  honour  to  explain  to  your  Lordship  in  my  last 
despatch,  that  the  objections  which  had  been  made  to  the  articles 
as  they  were  worded  in  the  paper  delivered  by  me  respecting 
Baron  Hompesch  and  the  Prince  of  Orange,  had  proceeded  from 
personal  motives.  I now  find,  what  indeed  it  was  obvious  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  strong  difBculty  which  is  made  to  the  insertion  of 
the  Ottoman  Porte  in  the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  proceeds  from 
the  same  cause — the  Fii’st  Consul  having  committed  liimself  to 
the  world  by  publishing  the  treaty  made  at  Paris  with  Aly  Effendy 
before  it  had  been  ratified.  It  is  therefore  thought  that  a little 
of  the  flagrancy  of  that  transaction  will  be  saved  by  the  Porte’s 
not  making  so  prominent  a figure  in  the  treaty,  as  it  would  by 
being  mentioned  in  the  first  article. 

The  same  cause  again  operates  against  the  omission  of  the 
clause  which  excepts  foreigners  from  being  admitted  into  the 
Neapolitan  garrison  for  Malta,  the  insertion  of  which  clause  is 
therefore,  I find,  a point  which  is  considered  as  of  the  first  import- 
ance by  the  First  Consul. 

The  two  words  “ de  concert,”  which  are  inserted  in  the  present 
paper  towards  the  end  of  the  second  paragraph,  respecting  the 
prisoners,  may,  it  is  conceived,  serve  as  means  of  defence  to  France 
should  His  Majesty’s  Government  press  for  the  settlement  of  the 
account. 

I omitted  to  state  in  my  last  despatch  that  M.  Bonaparte  had 
consented  to  insert  the  following  clause  at  the  end  of  the  8th 
article  of  the  treaty,  which  regards  Portugal : “ Les  territoires  et 
possessions  de  Sa  Majeste  tres  fidele  devant  au  surplus  etre  main- 
tenues  dans  leur  integrite.” 

At  M.  de  Schimmelpenninck’s  earnest  request  I beg  leave  to 
trouble  your  Lordship  with  the  enclosed  note  verhale,  which  he  has 
put  into  my  hands  to-day,  in  support  of  his  claim  for  the  restitu- 
tion of  the  Dutch  ships  seized  in  the  British  ports  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  with  Holland. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  great  truth  and  regard,  &c., 

COENW  ALLIS. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Separate  and  most  Confidential.] 

My  Lord,  Downing  Street,  March  22,  1802. 

I received  late  last  night  your  Lordship’s  despatch  and 
private  letter  of  the  20th  instant. 
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Under  the  circumstances  which  came  to  your  knowledge,  your 
determination  to  delay  the  declaration  you  were  instructed  to 
make  till  you  received  an  answer,  appears  to  be  judicious.  I 
should  observe,  however,  that  the  communication  which  has  been 
made  to  you,  and  the  memorandum  which  you  received  not  being 
of  an  official  nature,  the  French  Government  are  in  no  respect 
pledged  to  it.  It  is  of  great  importance,  if  the  negotiation  should 
end  unfavourably,  that  the  ground  upon  which  it  ends  should  not 
be  too  much  narrowed. 

You  will  therefore  convey  the  conditional  acquiescence  of  His 
Majesty’s  Government  to  the  modifications  in  the  enclosed  paper, 
in  as  confidential  a manner  as  the  communication  was  made  to 
you  by  the  Batavian  plenipotentiary ; and  if  it  should  not  lead 
to  a successful  termination  of  the  negotiation  without  delay,  you 
will  revert  to  the  instructions  contained  in  my  despatches  Nos.  15 
and  17.  j have,  &c., 

Hawkesbuey. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.] 

My  DEAR  Lord,  Downing  Street,  March  22,  1802. 

I think  it  right  to  inform  you  that  I have  had  a private  and 
confidential  communication  with  Otto,  who  will  use  his  utmost 
endeavours  to  induce  his  Government  to  agTee  to  the  articles 
respecting  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the  prisoners,  in  the  shape 
in  which  they  are  now  proposed.  I have  very  little  doubt  of  his 
success,  and  I should  hope  therefore  that  you  will  soon  be  released. 
I need  not  remind  you  of  the  importance  of  sending  your  most 
expeditious  messenger  the  moment  our  fate  is  determined.  The 
Treasury  is  almost  exhausted,  and  Mr.  Addington  cannot  well 
make  his  loan  in  the  present  state  of  uncertainty.  I hope  your 
health  will  not  have  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  disagreeable 
winter  you  must  have  passed  at  Amiens. 

I am,  with  great  truth,  yours,  &c., 

Hawkesbury. 

The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Addington  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Downing  Street,  March  22,  1802. 

I cannot  forbear  assuring  you  that,  though  I was  by  no 
means  surprised,  I was  relieved  and  gratified  by  the  discretion 
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exercised  by  your  Lordship  in  suspending  at  least  the  execution 
of  the  whole  of  the  last  instructions,  till  you  could  hear  again  from 
this  country.  The  modifications  agreed  upon  by  His  Majesty’s 
confidential  servants  will,  I trust,  free  the  negotiation  from  its 
remaining  embarrassment  and  bring  it  to  an  immediate  conclu- 
sion. Under  the  present  circumstances  despatch  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  on  all  accounts,  and  particularly  with  a view  to  the 
financial  arrangements  for  the  year. 

I cannot  conclude  without  returning  your  Lordship  my  warmest 
thanks  for  your  most  kind  and  friendly  letter.  Mrs.  Addington’s 
and  my  anxiety  is  nearly  removed;  as,  after  having  been  in  a 
state  which  was  extremely  dangerous  for  several  days,  and  hope- 
less for  some  hours,  my  daughter,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  appears 
to  be  gradually  though  slowly  advancing  to  a perfect  recovery. 

I am  not  without  hopes  of  hearing  again  from  your  Lordship 
on  Friday  evening,  considering  the  expedition  with  which,  if  the 
wind  prove  favourable,  a messenger  may  pass  to  and  from  Amiens ; 
and  I cannot  help  flattering  myself  that  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  week  I shall  have  the  happiness  of  shaking  you  again  by 
the  hand,  and  of  expressing  the  deep  sense  of  obligation  which 
you  have  added  to  the  sentiments  of  true  attachment  and  respect 
with  which  I have  long  been 

Your  Lordship’s  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Addington. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Separate  and  Secret.] 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  March  25,  1802. 

The  messenger.  Hunter,  delivered  to  me  yesterday  morning 
your  Lordship’s  separate  and  confidential  despatch  of  the  22nd 
instant. 

I lost  no  time  in  communicating  to  M.  Joseph  Bonaparte, 
through  the  channel  of  the  Batavian  plenipotentiary,  the  modifica- 
tions, in  which  His  Majesty’s  Government  have  thought  proper  to 
acquiesce,  of  the  projet  of  a definitive  treaty  lately  under  discus- 
■ sion.  I was  sorry  to  find  that  they  were  not  altogether  sufficient 
to  procure  a termination  of  the  negotiation  precisely  in  the  terms 
stated  in  the  paper  transmitted  to  me  by  your  Lordship.  The 
propositions,  however,  which  were  communicated  to  me  by  M. 
Schimmelpenninck  from  the  French  plenipotentiary  having  ap- 
proached so  near  to  those  prescribed  by  your  instructions,  as  to 
give  me  hopes  that  the  great  work  of  peace  might  still  be  accom- 
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plislied  in  terms  admissible  by  His  Majesty,  I agreed  to  an  inter- 
view with  M.  Bonaparte  last  night,  at  which  the  Batavian  minister 
assisted. 

Our  discussions  began  at  10  o’clock,  and  I have  the  satisfaction 
to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  they  terminated  happily  at  3 this 
morning  by  the  signature  of  a declaration,  of  which  I enclose  a 
copy,  and  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  peace  is  made,  each 
party  being  bound  to  sign  the  treaty  (as  soon  as  the  several  copies 
can  be  prepared,  wliich  I trust  will  be  by  the  day  after  to-morrow) 
verbatim  et  literatim,  according  to  the  draft  to  wliich  the  declara- 
tion is  annexed. 

In  order  to  finish  the  work,  I was  obliged  to  consent  to  an 
alteration  in  the  manner  of  wording  the  article  respecting  the 
Prince  of  Orange ; but  I trust  your  Lordship  will  find  that  the 
object  mshed  for  by  His  Majesty’s  Giovernment  has  not  been  lost 
by  its  present  form ; and  I was  also  under  the  necessity  of  acqui- 
escing in  two  other  points  of  less  importance.  I shall  assign  the 
reasons  which  were  imged  in  regard  to  them  when  I transmit  the 
treaty. 

M.  Bonaparte  requests  that  M.  Otto  may  not  be  informed  of 
the  event  before  the  treaty  reaches  you. 

I have  the  honom’  to  be. 

With  great  truth  and  regard,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

IMarquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

[Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Amiens,  March  27,  1802. 

In  consequence  of  your  obliging  intentions  signified  to  me 
that  Mr.  Merry  should  be  authorized  to  exchange  the  ratifications, 
I transmit  the  definitive  treaty  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Moore,  whose 
zeal  and  abilities  have  been  most  usefully  exerted  during  the 
whole  course  of  our  business,  and  whom  I beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend in  the  warmest  terms  to  your  Lordship’s  future  favour  and 
protection. 

I cannot  avoid  taking  this  opportunity  of  once  more  expressing 
my  sense  of  Mr.  Meriy’s  important  services,  and  of  the  very  pow- 
erfid  assistance  which  I derived  in  a line  which  was  perfectly  new 
to  me,  from  his  diplomatic  slviLl  and  experience. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Hawkesbury. 

My  Lord,  Amiens,  March  28,  1802. 

The  several  articles  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  which  I 
signed,  and  had  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  yesterday, 
had  been  approved  by  His  Majesty’s  Government,  except  those  to 
which  reference  is  made  in  yoiu’  despatch  of  the  22nd  of  this 
month.  In  rendering  then,  an  account  of  my  last  proceedings 
with  the  Ministers  of  the  Congress  previous  to  the  signature  of  the 
treaty,  it  may  be  only  necessary  to  attend  to  the  instructions  con- 
tained in  that  despatch. 

The  principal  points  to  which  they  allude  are  those  respecting  - 
the  prisoners,  the  Prince  of  Orange,  the  Ottoman  Porte,  Portugal, 
and  some  clauses  of  the  arrangement  relative  to  Malta. 

With  respect  to  the  prisoners,  your  Lordship  vlll  have  seen  that 
I obtained  from  the  French  plenipotentiary  the  adoption  of  the 
article  transmitted  to  me  with  that  despatch,  with  no  other  altera- 
tion than  the  addition  of  the  words  “ de  concert  ” after  those  “ il 
sera  nomme,”  to  which  I considered  that  there  could  be  no  mate- 
rial objection,  since  the  same  words  ‘‘  de  concert  ” were  inserted  in 
the  following  part  of  the  article  which  you  sent  me,  and  since  the 
great  principle  which  His  Majesty’s  Government  was  desirous  to 
have  confirmed  by  the  provision  altogether  is  not  affected  by  that 
expression. 

The  arrangement  of  the  stipulation  for  an  indemnity  to  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  was  attended  ultimately  with  such  difficulties  as 
had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the  negotiation,  in  consequence  of  the 
declaration  which  France  made  lately  to  the  BataHan  Government 
that  she  alone  would  provide  the  compensation  in  question.  M.  de 
Schimmelpenninck  had,  therefore,  absolutely  refused  for  a time  to 
conclude  the  treaty  with  the  article  as  it  is  now  inserted  (wdiich 
binds  aU  the  contracting  parties)  unless  a secret  article  were  added, 
by  which  France  should  renew  that  engagement  to  his  Government 
in  a more  formal  manner,  and  this  difficulty  was  at  last  only 
overcome  by  the  common  desire  on  both  sides  not  to  stop  any 
longer  the  great  work  of  peace ; whilst  1 on  my  side  consented  to 
the  omission  of  His  Serene  Highness’s  title  of  Prince  of  Orange, 
provided  the  other  plenipotentiaries  w^ould  acquiesce  in  the  inser- 
tion of  the  first  paragvaph  of  the  separate  article  to  the  treaty, 
which  I proposed  as  a means  to  prevent  the  omission  being  preju- 
dicial to  the  Prince.  (It  may,  I conceive,  also  be  serviceable  in 
other  respects.)  It  was  understood,  although  the  plenipotentiaries 
objected  to  the  meaning  being  more  clearly  expressed,  that  the 
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words  “ branch  of  the  House  of  Nassau  ” should  include  the 
Prince’s  family  as  well  as  his  individual  person.  For  the  rest,  the 
manner  in  which  I drew  up  the  article,  by  its  expressing  as  well  all 
the  losses  which  the  Prince  has  suffered  as  the  occasion  of  them, 
without  any  reference  to  the  German  indemnities,  may,  I trust, 
meet  the  wishes  of  His  Majesty’s  Government.  At  all  events,  the 
acquiescence  in  it  of  the  plenipotentiaries  was  considered  by  them 
as  a great  concession  on  their  part,  particularly  as  being  an  object 
which  they  maintained  to  be  foreign  to  the  preliminaries. 

In  consequence  of  the  adjustment  of  the  foregoing  point,  I 
consented  to  the  omission  of  any  mention  of  the  Porte  in  the  first 
article  of  the  treaty,  obtaining  however  at  the  same  time,  the 
adoption  of  the  article  which  immediately  relates  to  the  Porte  in 
the  terms  prescribed  by  my  instructions. 

In  that  which  concerns  Portugal,  I could  only  procure  the 
integrity  of  Her  Most  Faithful  Majesty’s  dominions  to  be  inserted 
at  the  beginning  of  it,  upon  consenting  to  the  transposition  of  the 
other  clauses  in  the  order  insisted  upon  by  M.  Bonaparte. 

On  the  subject  of  Malta,  your  Lordship  will  have  seen  that  I 
obtained  the  insertion  of  that  part  of  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
article  which  relates  to  the  election  of  the  Grand  Master,  precisely 
in  the  words  approved  of  by  you.  But  that  I was  obliged  to  cede 
in  other  respects  upon  M.  Bonaparte’s  resisting  obstinately  the 
insertion  of  the  clauses  in  the  3rd,  11th,  and  12th  paragraphs 
which  relate — in  the  3rd,  to  the  proofs  of  actual  nobility — in  the 
11th,  to  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  Grand  Master,  and  in  the 
12th,  to  the  admission  of  the  Albanians  in  His  Sicilian  Majesty’s 
service  as  a part  of  the  garrison  of  Malta.  M.  Bonaparte  con- 
tended, that  the  words  noblesse  actuelle  ” would  require  a defini- 
tion to  be  annexed  to  them, — that  the  oath,  otherwise  than  as  it 
was  already  expressed,  was  a superfluous  stipulation,  since  the 
circumstance  of  the  provisions  to  wliich  it  alluded  being  converted 
into  laws  and  statutes  of  the  Order  would  sufficiently  insure  their 
execution,  observing  that  the  addition  which  we  desired  to  be  made 
to  the  oath  might,  by  its  applying  merely  to  the  provisions 
contained  in  the  paragraphs  enumerated,  even  weaken  considerably 
the  conditions  specified  in  the  first  part  of  the  article,  which  I had 
proposed  as  an  alternative  in  order  to  secure  His  Sicilian  Majesty’s 
paramount  rights.  Lastly,  that  as  he  did  not  know  of  what 
description  Albanian  troops  might  be,  he  could  not  consent  to  their 
admission,  because  they  might  include  Austrians  or  others  of  an 
exceptionable  quality. 

Having  thus  stated  to  your  Lordship  the  points  upon  which  the 
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French  plenipotentiary  strenuously  insisted,  and  which  appeared  to 
me  to  be  by  no  means  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  any  further 
delay  in  concluding  the  treaty,  much  less  the  rupture  of  the  nego- 
tiation, the  success  of  which  would  in  fact  have  been  endangered 
by  any  longer  protraction  of  it ; I have  only  to  conclude  this  report 
by  acquainting  you  that  when  the  plenipotentiaries  had  assembled 
yesterday  for  the  purpose  of  signing  the  treaty,  M.  Schimmelpen- 
ninck  gave  information  that  he  had  just  received  instructions  to 
solicit  an  alteration  being  made  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
Batavian  Government  is  expressed  in  the  preamble,  by  adding  the 
word  ‘‘  d’dtat,”  which  had  just  been  adopted  by  them  for  some 
particular  pm’pose.  The  other  Ministers  having  made  no  objection 
to  the  alteration,  I consented  to  it  in  the  French  copy,  but  said 
that  it  could  not  be  translated  into  the  English  language. 

After  these  explanations  I trust  that  the  determination  to  which 
I came  to  conclude  the  treaty  may  meet  with  His  Majesty’s 
gracious  approbation. 

Immediately  after  its  signature,  I transmitted  a copy  of  it  by  a 
messenger  to  Mr.  Jackson,  with  a request  to  that  gentleman  to 
communicate  it  in  my  name  to  the  Ottoman  Minister  at  Paris. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  table  on  which  this  treaty  was  signed  is  still  preserved  in 
the  Hotel  de  Yille  at  Amiens,  though  removed  from  the  room  in 
which  it  formerly  stood,  where  many  of  the  conferences  took  place. 
At  one  end  of  that  apartment  hangs  a full-length  pictm^e,  repre- 
senting the  Plenipotentiaries  (among  whom  Lord  Cornwallis  holds 
a prominent  position)  and  their  suites.  The  portrait  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  is  not  unlike,  but  the  execution  of  the  painting  is  very 
indifferent.  In  the  back-ground  an  English  officer  is  cordially 
embracing  one  of  the  French  suite. 
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Lord  Cornwallis  returns  home  — His  views  in  regard  to  the  defence  of  Ireland  — ■ 
Contested  election  for  Eye  — Lord  Wellesley  — Apprehensions  of  War  with 
France  — Colonel  Despard  — Affairs  of  Ireland — 'Kumours  of  invasion  by 
Bonaparte — Indian  Affairs  — Mr.  Pitt’s  conduct — ’Military  arrangements — ■ 
Letter  to  Lord  Fingall  — Lord  Cornwallis  accepts  the  Governor-Generalship 
of  India  for  the  third  time. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Sir  John  Kennaway. 

Dear  Kennaway,  Burlington  street,  April  10,  1802. 

I return  you  many  thanks  for  your  kind  congratulations  on 
the  successful  issue  of  my  mission,  and  I can  assure  you  I am  not 
sorry  to  have  got  back  to  my  own  country,  from  whence  I hope  no 
more  to  depart.  I am,  &o., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  York. 

Sir,  Burlington  Street,  May,  1802. 

I have  read  attentively  the  report  drawn  up  by  Colonel 
Hope  on  the  defence  of  Ireland,  which  your  Koyal  Highness  trans- 
mitted to  me,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  soundness  of  the  military, 
principles,  the  justice  of  the  observations,  and  the  perspicuity  of  the 
language,  do  great  credit  to  the  abilities  of  the  author. 

Unprovided  as  I am  at  present  with  memorandums  and  sketches 
of  the  country,  I do  not  mean  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  pro- 
posed positions  and  movements,  the  general  propriety  of  which 
there  can  be  no  reason  to  doubt,  but  shall  content  myself  with 
saying,  that  I perfectly  agree  with  Colonel  Hope  in  the  belief  that 
there  is  no  position  in  the  country  which  he  describes  that  cannot 
be  turned,  as  well  as  in  thinking  that  a serious  invasion  of  Ireland 
can  only  be  attempted  at  Bantry  Bay  or  Lough  Swilly,  or  the 
different  bays  or  harbours  on  the  western  coast  situated  between 
those  points ; and  I moreover  hardly  can  conceive  that  even  a 
predatory  expedition  would  be  undertaken  to  the  eastward  of  Cork 
and  Belfast. 
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On  the  question  of  the  expediency  of  fortifying  some  points  in 
Ireland,  I confess  that  I have  not  entirely  made  up  my  mind,  hut 
I am  rather  biassed  in  favour  of  the  measure,  and  during  the  period 
of  my  government,  I represented  to  the  Secretary  of  State  that  I 
thought  it  advisable  that  His  Majesty’s  permission  should  be 
obtained  for  my  directing  Colonel  Twiss  and  two  or  three  officers 
of  the  English  corps  of  Engineers  of  inferior  rank,  to  examine  the 
parts  of  the  country  where  I thought  that  fortresses  might  be  most 
useful,  and  report  on  such  situations  as  might  appear  to  them  to 
be  best  adapted  to  the  purpose,  and  to  be  most  likely  to  render 
essential  service  in  the  defence  of  the  island.  But  as  I received 
no  answer  from  the  Duke  of  Portland,  I concluded  that  it  was 
not  thought  proper  that  the  question  should  be  at  that  time 
agitated. 

My  idea  was,  that  one  fortress  should  be  constructed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Omagh,  one  to  the  westward  of  Cork,  and  a third 
somewhere  about  Tullamore,  or  on  any  centrical  spot  a few  miles 
retmed  from  the  Shannon.  This  last  was  meant  as  a barrier  and 
security  for  the  capital  in  the  event  of  an  enemy  forcing  the 
passage  of  that  river ; but  it  may  be  a matter  well  worthy  of 
reflexion,  whether  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a work  near 
Loughrea,  which  are  certainly  very  important,  ought  not  to  be 
preferred.  The  objection  however  made  by  Colonel  Hope  to  a 
fortress  in  the  vicinity  of  Bandon,  operates  still  more  forcibly  in 
my  opinion  against  the  construction  of  one  to  the  westward  of  the 
river  Shannon. 

I shall  now  proceed  to  the  part  of  the  report  which  more 
immediately  presses,  and  in  which  your  Koyal  Highness  is  probably 
at  this  moment  most  desmous  of  collecting  the  opinions  of  those 
officers  whom  you  may  have  honom^ed  by  calling  for  their  senti- 
ments— I mean  the  peace  establishment  which  should  be  now 
adopted  for  Ireland. 

This  very  material  point  cannot  be  decided  as  an  abstract 
question,  or  on  local  circumstances  only.  The  necessary  attention 
to  the  finances  of  the  country,  without  which  we  should  forfeit  the 
high  and  respectable  station  which  we  hold  amongst  the  great 
Powers  of  Europe,  the  warning  which  we  must  receive  before  the 
enemy  could  at  the  commencement  of  a war  prepare  an  armament 
of  sufficient  magnitude  for  a descent,  and  the  obstacles  which  our 
fleet  could  interpose,  as  well  as  the  prompt  succours  which  might 
be  derived  from  England,  unless  both  countries  were  equally 
menaced,  which  circumstance,  from  the  difference  of  the  necessary 
craft,  must  require  an  additional  period  of  preparation  on  the  pait 
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of  the  invaders,  are  all  subjects  to  be  well  weighed  before  Govern- 
ment can  form  its  final  determination. 

A maritime  defence,  although  it  must  be  looked  upon  as  the 
great  bulwark  of  the  British  Empire,  is  undoubtedly  liable  to  some 
uncertainty ; but  the  same  inclemency  of  the  seasons  which  may 
occasionally  deprive  us  of  its  protection,  is  very  likely  to  frustrate 
the  attempts  of  the  enemy;  and  Colonel  Hope  must  recollect 
(when  he  states  that  a 'powerful  armament  remained  near  three 
weeks  unmolested  upon  the  coast  of  Ireland),  that  the  portion  of 
the  French  fieet  which  was  so  fortunate  as  to  get  into  Bantry  Bay, 
owed  its  secmity  dming  its  continuance  on  the  coast,  to  that  very 
tempestuous  weather  which  entirely  defeated  the  object  of  their 
expedition. 

I do  not  admit  as  a general  axiom  the  statements  of  Colonel 
Hope  that  the  regular  army  required  for  the  defence  of  Ireland 
should  amount  to  60,000  men,  exclusive  of  a numerous  yeomanry, 
which  for  many  purposes  is  by  no  means  an  inefficient  force  ; nor 
even  at  the  period  of  my  command,  wliich  was  at  a dangerous 
crisis,  that  20,000  of  that  number  should  be  left  stationary  when 
the  army  was  to  be  called  into  the  field.  The  species  of  what  was 
then  deemed  regular  force  is  to  be  considered. 

The  number  of  troops  of  the  line  or  Guards  did  not,  I believe, 
on  the  average  of  the  three  years  during  which  I was  in  Ireland 
exceed  5000,  and  even  of  those,  a part  was  occasionally  in  a very 
unserviceable  state : the  remainder  of  the  regular  force  consisted  of 
militia  and  fencibles,  commanded  in  general  by  officers  without 
experience  or  indeed  any  knowledge  of  the  military  profession,  and 
many  of  the  corps  were  in  so  wretched  a condition  that  they  would 
have  been  a great  incumbrance  to  an  army,  instead  of  being  able 
to  render  any  service  against  a respectable  enemy  ; and  it  was  on 
this  account  that  in  my  first  movement,  I proposed  to  leave  so  con- 
siderable a body  stationary  in  the  country. 

I should  have  undertaken  the  defence  of  Ireland  with  much 
more  confidence,  if  what  was  called  my  regular  force,  had  been 
reduced  to  45,000  men,  provided  20,000  of  that  number  had  been 
composed  of  regiments  of  the  line  actually  fit  for  service,  and  as 
capable  of  doing  honour  to  their  country  as  those  who  acquired  so 
much  reputation  in  Egypt.  But  I need  not  dwell  on  this  subject 
in  writing  to  yoiu*  Eoyal  Highness,  as  you  have  had  occasions 
during  the  late  war  to  observe  the  inefficacy  of  undisciplined 
numbers. 

The  regulations  proposed  by  Colonel  Hope  for  balloting  the 
militia,  and  holding  it  in  such  a state  of  preparation  as  to  enable 
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Government  to  avail  itself  of  their  services  on  the  shortest  notice, 
and  for  the  permanent  establishment  of  the  yeomanry,  are  exceed- 
ingly proper  and  necessary,  and  if  they  should  be  effectually  carried 
into  execution,  I think  that  a force  of  20,000  good  infantry  of  the 
line  may  be  considered  as  sufficient  to  place  Ireland  in  a reasonable 
state  of  security. 

With  regard  to  cavalry,  I have  only  to  observe  that  there  is  no 
part  of  the  whole  island  where  that  species  of  troops  can  act  in  a 
body,  and  that  it  would  be  unsafe  ever  to  put  them  forward,  unless 
in  small  parties  under  the  command  of  very  capable  officers,  and  I 
therefore  do  not  conceive  that  any  General  would  wish  to  attach 
1000  Light  Dragoons  (for  I consider  heavy  cavalry  to  be  out  of  the 
question)  to  any  army,  however  numerous,  that  was  to  take  the 
field  in  Ireland.  For  these  reasons  I am  of  opinion  that  2500 
mounted  men  would  be  sufficient  for  any  purpose  which  the  ser- 
vices of  that  country  could  require. 

I shall  consider  the  honour  which  your  Eoyal  Highness  has 
done  me,  in  asking  my  opinion  on  the  defence  of  Ireland,  as  a 
mark  of  your  confidence ; I have  given  my  sentiments  with  the 
frankness  which  my  duty,  and  the  sincere  regard  which  I entertain 
for  your  Koyal  Highness  demand,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  I 
shall  not  mention  the  contents  of  this  letter  to  any  other  person. 

I have  the  honour,  &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Brome,  June  30,  1802. 

Election  matters  still  look  gloomy,  and  I think  we  shall 
either  be  defeated,  or  obtain  such  a victory  as  would  determine  my 
giving  up  all  connexion  with  the  borough  of  Eye.  I have  resolved 
neither  to  bribe  or  open  any  house  except  Brome  Hall,  where  I 
can  take  care  that  nothing  shall  be  charged  that  is  not  properly 
expended.  Our  election  will  be  fixed  for  Tuesday,  as  Norwich  is 
to  take  place  on  Monday,  and  we  should  lose  two  or  three  votes 
if  they  happened  the  same  day. 

Singleton  is  a freeman,  which  may  possibly  have  escaped  his 
recollection.  If  he  should  be  in  town,  I wish  you  would  let  him 
know  the  day  of  election,  as  I am  not  certain  where  a letter  from 
me  might  find  him. 

I should  suppose  that  we  must  have  at  least  one  counsel. 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

DeAK  EoSS,  Culford,  July  13,  1802. 

I am  at  a loss  to  conceive  what  object  our  opposers  could 
have  in  view.  Of  the  actual  success  of  a poll  they  could  have 
no  hopes ; and  as  we  neither  bribed  or  treated,  and  had  evidently 
for  some  days  before  the  election  a seciu’e  majority  of  at  least 
four  to  one  incontestable  voters,  after  deducting  paupers  and  those 
who  had  purchased  meal  at  a reduced  price  during  the  scarcity, 
there  could  be  no  opening  for  a petition.  By  standing  a poll  they 
proved  to  me  that  several  persons,  who  had  to  my  knowledge 
encouraged  the  Opposition,  dared  not,  when  it  came  to  the  point, 
do  otherwise  than  vote  for  me.^  The  Admiral  got  very  drunk  at 
the  election,  and  the  next  day  insisted  upon  my  steward’s  taking 
500^.  towards  defraying  the  expenses.  Without  having  given  a vote 
in  the  H.  of  C.  for  many  years  past,  and  perhaps  never  intending  to 
give  one  again,  no  youth  of  one-and-twenty  was  ever  more  pleased 
at  coming  into  Parliament.  What  unaccountable  creatures  we  are  ! 

' 1 wish  you  would  tell  Lord  Chatham  that  I am  very  glad  to 
hear  that  he  has  determined  to  send  Twiss  to  Ireland.  This  is  the 
time  for  maturely  considering  whether  any,  and  what  steps  should 
be  taken  for  the  future  security  of  that  country.  No  efficient 
measures  can  be  undertaken  during  a war. 

Our  county  election  is  fixed  for  the  15th,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  expect  the  most  perfect  unanimity.  It  might,  however, 
have  taken  place  on  Monday,  and  Brome  grumbles  a little  at  Sir 
Charles  Bunbury’s  having  put  it  off  for  three  days,  on  account  of 
the  Newmarket  meeting.  Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Sept.  2, 1802. 

Lord  Castlereagh  called  and  passed  two  days  with  me  on 
liis  way  from  Ireland,  and  from  Mr.  Dundas’s  in  the  Highlands,  to 
London.  He  had  before  his  arrival  sent  me  many  India  papers,  and 
you  will  easily  suppose  that  we  went  deeply  into  that  business. 

It  gave  me  much  pleasure  to  find  that  Lord  Wellesley  went 
upon  good  grounds  in  the  business  of  the  Carnatic.®  He  may 

1 The  poll  was — 2 jn  1800  Lord  Wellesley  had  endeavoured, 

Admiral  Cornwallis  . 114  but  in  vain,  to  persuade  the  Nabob  of  the 

James  Cornwallis  . . 114  Carnatic  to  agree  to  modify  the  Treaty  of 

Thomas  Cobb  ...  15  1792.  However,  upon  examining  Tippoo’s 

G.  F.  Straiten  ...  15  papers,  found  when  Seringapatam  was  taken. 
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liave  been  extravagant,  and  acted  unguardedly  and  with  violence 
on  some  occasions,  but  the  Court  of  Directors  have  certainly  used 
him  very  ill,  and  grossly  insulted  him.^  Some  part  of  these  trans- 
actions passed  in  Dundas’s  time,  which  surprises  me.  Lord  W. 
has  written  very  sensibly  to  Addington,  and  stated  several  points 
of  ill-usage  with  great  clearness  and  perspicuity,  and  has  offered 
to  continue  another  year  in  the  Grovernment  on  certain  conditions, 
some  of  which  are  reasonable  enough,  but  others  rather  too  lofty. 

I advised  Lord  C.  to  endeavour  to  keep  him  there  another 
year,  if  some  of  his  most  objectionable  propositions  could  be  a 
little  modified ; and  after  ordering  a considerable  reduction  of  the 
native  troops,  and  after  urging  the  necessity  of  diminishing  the 
European  force,  to  postpone  for  a time  any  specific  instructions  on 
the  latter  head.  The  Directors  proposed  seven  King’s  regiments  of 
infantry,  with  three  of  their  own,  for  the  whole  continent  of  India. 
That  will  not  do  : it  is  too  much  the  fashion  in  all  quarters  to 
believe  that  it  is  by  artillery  and  cavalry  that  our  Indian  posses- 
sions are  to  be  secured. 

Littlehales  is,  I find,  on  a tour  with  the  Lord-Lieutenant.  I 
shall  therefore  send  this  letter^  to  Marsden,  who  will  either 
forward  it  to  you  directly,  or  through  Littlehales.  From  what  I 
hear,  things  are  going  on  well  in  Deland,  and  Lord  H.  conducts 
himself  with  great  good  sense,  moderation,  and  propriety. 

I am  going  to-morrow  to  Brome,  where  I shall  remain  till 
about  the  26th  or  27th  of  this  month. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

COKNWALLIS. 


Maequis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Oct.  lo,  1802. 

From  the  account  you  give  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  of  this 
month,  I conclude  that  this  will  find  you  at  Horton.  Lord  Spencer 
was  with  us  three  days  last  week : he  appeared  in  good  spirits  and 


documents  were  discovered  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  Nabob  had  been  prepared  to 
make  war  upon  the  English.  Witnesses  were 
examined  on  this  point,  and  their  evidence 
convinced  Lord  Wellesley  that  the  charge 
was  well  founded.  Pending  the  investigation 
Omdat  ul  Omra  d.  July  15,  1801,  and  very 
shortly  after  the  British  Government  as- 
sumed possession  of  all  the  territories  of  the 
Nabob.  Ali  Hussein,  who  was  thus  deposed, 
d.  April  6,  1802. 

^ The  Court  had  on  mo”e  than  one  occa- 


sion rescinded,  in  a very  offensive  manner, 
the  appointments  he  had  made,  especially 
that  of  his  brother,  the  Hon.  Henry  Welles- 
ley, afterwards  1st  Lord  Cowley,  as  Com- 
missioner for  settling  the  affairs  of  the  con- 
quered districts,  &c.,  of  Mysore.  In  this 
instance  the  Board  of  Control  interfered  and 
supported  Lord  Wellesley’s  nomination.  For 
his  complaints,  see  Wellesley  Papers,  vol.  iii. 
p.  iv.  et  seq.  of  Introduction. 

^ General  Ross  was  then  making  an  official 
tour  in  Ireland. 
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perfect  good  liiimour,  and,  considering  the  badness  of  the  season, 
had  tolerable  sport  shooting. 

Marsden  gave  me  a hint  of  what  you  mention  respecting  the 
disposition  of  Mr.  ^Yicldlam,  and  the  apparent  intentions  of  Admi- 
nistration respecting  the  Catholic  Clergy.^  Mr.  A.  cannot,  I think, 
possibly  have  changed  his  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  I trust 
he  will  not  want  firmness  on  so  very  impoidant  a point.  I have 
expressed  my  apprehensions  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  who  is  in  the 
habit  of  seeing  him.  Beheye  me  to  be,  d'c., 

COEWALLIS. 

]\Iarquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-Gexeral  Ross. 

Dear  Eoss,  Cuiford,  Oct.  27, 1802. 

Brome  vdll,  I believe,  go  up  for  a few  days  about  the  time 
of  the  meeting  of  Parliament ; but  I do  not  think  that  I shall  go, 
unless  I should  be  pressed  to  do  so.  I have  not  hitherto  heard  a 
word,  except  Eom  Lord  Castlereagh,  of  public  matters,  and  he 
only  mentioned  apprehensions  of  a ruptui’e  in  the  most  general 
terms. 

If  the  emancipation  of  Switzerland  is  the  object,  it  can  only  be 


1 A plan  of  paying  the  Roman-Catholic 
clergy  was  certainly  contemplated  by  some 
members  of  the  Cabinet,  and  although  no 
trace  of  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  public  corre- 
spondence with  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  the  fol- 
lowing letter  clearly  establishes  the  fact : — 

Viscount  Castlereagh  to  the  Rigrt 
Hon.  Maurice  Fitzgerald. ^ 

(Extract.) 

London,  June  22,  1802. 
My  dear  Fitzgerald, 

. . . The  Irish  Government  have 

been  directed  to  communicate  to  the  Synod, 
that  an  addition  will  be  made  to  their  Regium 
Donum.  The  Catholics  hearing  of  this  may 
possibly  conclude  that  the  measure,  as  far  as 
it  related  to  them,  is  absolutely  negatived. 
This  is  not  the  fact ; and  if  you  observe  this 
impi-ession  should  be  made,  I should  wish 
you  cautiously  to  intimate  to  Dr.  Troy  that 
you  have  reason  to  know  that  no  such  deci- 
sion has  been  taken,  that  the  subject  is  under 
consideration,  that  this  communication  has 
been  made  to  the  Presbyterians  in  order  that 
their  Synod,  which  meets  on  the  29th,  might 
not  meet  and  separate  in  ignorance  of  the 
intentions  of  Government. 

The  Catholics  are  to  draw  no  inference 
from  this  circumstance  one  way  or  another 


as  to  the  ultimate  decision  of  Government, 
which  is,  I believe,  by  no  means  taken,  and 
upon  the  issue  of  which  I dare  not  speculate. 

. . . I should  be  glad  you  would 

ascertain,  as  if  from  yourself,  what  would  be 
the  probable  wish  of  the  Catholic  clergy  at 
this  moment  as  to  receiving  a provision  from 
the  State,  supposing  Goverament  prepared  to 
give  it.  When  we  retired  I know  Moylan 
entertained  great  doubts  whether  they  would 
feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  accept  of  it 
under  the  circumstances  which  then  occurred, 
and  whether  in  doing  so  they  might  not  expose 
themselves  to  a loss  of  influence  over  their 
people.  Time  has  since  softened  feelings,  and 
the  true  obstacle  to  the  measure  is  better 
understood  and  acquiesced  in  by  all  the  loyal 
and  liberal  Catholics.  Moylan  was  lately  in 
London,  and  told  Lord  Cornwallis  he  was  of 
opinion  they  would  now  cheeiTully  accept  it. 
Let  me  know  what  your  opinion  is.  I need  not 
suggest  any  additional  caution  as  to  the  mode 
of  using  this  suggestion  ; your  own  judgment 
will  point  out  better  than  I can  do  the  means 
of  applying  it  to  prevent  misconception, 
avoiding  at  the  same  time  making  it  a subject 
of  eclat  and  public  obseiwation.  I think  it 
probable  that  we  shall  be  dissolved  early  in 
the  next  week. 

Yours,  &c., 

Castlereagh, 
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attained  by  a formidable  combination  upon  the  Continent,  but  will 
never  be  effected  by  our  fleet,  or  the  capture  of  some  French  islands 
in  the  West  Indies.  I find  that  after  all  Barlow  is  to  be  Governor- 
General,  and  I believe  Lord  William  Bentinck  ^ will  go  to  Madras. 
I know  not  whether  this  is  publicly  known. 

Yours  ever,  most  sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Eev.  B.  Grisdale. 

Dear  Grisdale,  Cuiford,  Nov.  12, 1802. 

I am  much  afraid  that  our  golden  dreams  of  peace  have 
entirely  vanished,  which  I lament  as  sincerely  as  any  man  in  this 
kingdom,  because  I cannot  form  to  myself  a prospect  of  any  advan- 
tage that  this  country  can  derive  from  a naval  war  with  France, 
and  I see  too  plainly  the  dangers  and  misfortunes  to  which  it  must 
be  liable.  The  mischief  which  we  can  do  to  the  commerce  of 
France,  will  be  a poor  compensation  for  an  annual  expenditure  of 
fifty  millions  sterling ; besides,  the  encouragement  which  will  be 
given  to  the  factious  and  iU-disposed,  the  yet  precarious  situation 
of  Ireland,  and  the  apprehension  which  must  always  in  some  degree 
exist  of  invasion,  all  sit  heavy  on  my  mind.  I know  not  precisely 
the  present  cause  of  dispute,  but  if  the  emancipation  of  Switzerland 
is  the  principal  object,  I do  not  think  it  will  be  effected  by  our  men 
of  war. 

I am  still  equal  to  a pretty  good  day’s  fag  in  shooting,  but  I 
think  that  I rather  train  off  as  a marksman ; the  sport  however 
amuses  me,  and  is  an  inducement  to  take  exercise,  which  I am 
persuaded  is  right. 

Poor  Lothian’s  situation  is  very  melancholy,  and  when  he 
reflected  that  if  he  had  chose  to  turn  his  abilities  to  any  useful 
purpose,  he  might  have  provided  in  a very  different  manner  for  his 
family,  he  must  feel  it  very  sensibly ; there  is  how^ever  no  remedy 
for  what  is  passed,  and  I am  happy  to  show  him  any  attention  that 
can  be  pleasing  to  him. 

Brome  and  Lady  Louisa  desire  to  be  remembered.  My  two 

* Lord  William  Bentinck,  a General  and  1814,  and  from  June,  1816,  to  1826;  then 
Colonel  11th  Dragoons,  G.C.B.,  son  of  Wil-  King’s  Lynn  to  Feb.  1828,  and  Glasgow 
liam  Henry,  3rd  Duke  of  Portland,  b.  Sept.  from  Feb.  1836  till  his  death.  Governor  of 
14,  1774,  d.  June  17,  1839  ; m.  Feb.  19,  Madras,  April,  1803,  to  Sept.  1807,  and 
1803,  Mary,  dau.  of  Arthur,  1st  Earl  of  Governor-General  of  India  from  July,  1827, 
Gosford.  M.P.  for  Camelford,  March  to  May,  to  Mai-ch,  1835.  He  was  also  Minister 
1796;  then  Nottinghamshire  to  April,  1803,  Plenipotentiary  in  Sicily  in  1811,  while  he 
Nottinghamshire  again  from  1812  to  April,  commanded  the  English  army  in  that  island. 
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grand-daughters  are  quite  well,  and  the  eldest,  who  is  now  at  my 
elbow,  is  asking  me  so  many  questions,  that  I am  obliged  to  leave 
off  siting.  Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Eoss,  Cuiford,  xov.  is,  1802. 

I have  received  your  letters  dated  the  15th  and  16th.  It 
appeared  to  me  from  what  I heard  here,  that  we  had  represented 
very  rashly,  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  for  the  honour  of  the  nation 
and  the  character  of  the  present  Government  that  we  did  so ; but 
I still  think  that  it  would  be  more  unfortimate  if  we  were  to  engage 
without  an  ally  in  a naval  war  with  France,  which  would  probably 
nm  us  500  millions  more  in  debt,  and  which,  if  we  are  to  judge 
from  what  is  past,  would  not  in  any  degree  promote  the  only  object 
which  Britain  ought  to  have  in  view,  viz.  to  counteract  the  ambi- 
tious designs  of  France  on  the  Continent,  to  play  the  game  against 
Bonaparte  that  our  ancestors  did  against  Louis  XIV.  ]\Iy  opinion 
is  that  unless  we  are  ourselves  assaulted,  we  ought,  until  some  of 
the  principal  Powers  of  Europe  are  able  and  willing  to  take  up 
arms,  to  remain  quiet  and  restore  our  finances. 

AVith  regard  to  my  going  to  town,  I thought  after  all  that  had 
passed  between  Addington  and  myself,  that  it  would  be  more 
handsome  to  go  up  and  show  myself  the  first  day  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  than  to  stay  here ; and  as  Brome  meant  to  go  at  all  events, 
it  made  it  a matter  of  very  Kttle  inconvenience  or  expense.  We 
propose  to  go  up  on  Sunday  and  return  on  Thursday,  and  we  shall 
be  at  an  hotel  that  can  receive  only  two  persons  in  Cork  Street, 
just  behind  our  own  house,  which  will  give  us  an  opportunity  of 
expediting  what  is  going  forward. 

You  may  be  assm^ed  that  I shall  not  touch  on  the  private 
business  with  Mr.  A.  unless  he  should  mention  it  to  me,  which  I 
tliink  on  the  present  occasion  is  not  likely  to  happen. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Dec.  19, 1802. 

Lord  Castlereagh  has  consulted  me  on  a plan  of  placing 
Duncan  in  the  Council  at  Bengal,  at  the  head  of  the  Revenue 
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Department.  I have  looked  over  the  letters  which  I have  kept 
from  Duncan,  but  do  not  feel  confident  to  say  that  he  would  under 
the  present  circumstances  be  satisfied  Avith  the  exchange,  hoAvever 
he  might  have  felt  formerly  on  the  subject. 

I Avish  you  Avould  tiu’ii  this  matter  in  your  thoughts,  and  bring 
doAvn  with  you  any  letters  that  you  may  have  from  Duncan.  We 
expect  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  and  Mrs.  Boss  and  the  young 
people  on  Thursday.  j ^ 

COENWALLIS. 

P.S.  It  is  thought  in  the  present  situation  of  things,  that 
Bombay  ought  to  be  in  military  hands. 


Marquis  Cornavallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Feb.  lo,  isos. 

I communicated  to  Lord  Castlereagh  a very  sensible  and 
satisfactory  letter  that  I received  from  Barlow  dated  the  20th  of 
July,  with  wliich  he  Avas  much  pleased ; and  appears  to  be  happy 
in  the  prospect  of  having  such  a Governor  General. 

In  his  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  my  letter.  Lord  C. 
says  that  after  considermg  the  time  which  is  yet  to  elapse  before  any 
arrangement  in  respect  to  Bombay  could  take  place,  and  also  the 
wish  that  I expressed  that  we  might  if  possible  learn  Mr.  Duncan’s 
sentiments  before  the  decision  was  absolutely  taken  at  home,  he 
has  explained  to  Maitland  the  expediency  of  proceeding  with  deli- 
beration in  the  business ; it  being  the  universal  Avish  not  to  do 
anything  either  harsh  or  unpleasant  by  Duncan.  In  the  mean  time 
as  the  report  of  Maitland’s  going  out  has  become  very  general,  and 
may  reach  Duncan  in  a way  to  excite  uneasiness  in  his  mind,  he 
earnestly  requests  that  I will  assure  him  that  I have  reason  to 
believe  that  there  is  every  disposition  at  home  to  consider  his  feelings 
and  interests,  but  that  I am  confident  nothing  will  be  done  without 
a communication  with  him. 

This  task  I have  cheerfully  undertaken,  and  have  written  a 
letter  to  be  forAvarded  to  Duncan  by  the  first  opportunity.  Our 
weather  is  very  severe,  but  I take  a long  walk  every  day  on  the 
Bury  road,  which  is  the  only  beaten  track. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Cuiford,  Feb.  13,  isos. 

Despard  ^ must  be  a madman,  his  plan  for  revolutionizing 
England  was  more  wild  and  extravagant  than  any  scheme  that 
ever  entered  into  Windham’s  head  in  his  maddest  moments,  for 
bringing  about  a counter-revolution  in  France. 

I had  written  so  far  when  I received  your  letter.  The  political 
state  of  Europe  is  truly  alarming,  and  I much  doubt  whether  it  is 
possible  to  avoid  a war.  I had  a long  conversation  with  Merry,  who 
told  me  many  cm'ious  circumstances  wliich  we  will  talk  over  when 
we  meet. 

Lord  Melville  cannot,  I think,  accept  a Cabinet  office,  and  God 
forbid  that  Lord  Pelham  should  have  the  direction  of  our  navy  in 
the  event  of  a war,  or  even  in  profound  peace. 

Mr.  Pitt’s  gout  will  I hope  perfectly  re-establish  his  health,  and 
I confess  that  I have  no  doubts  about  his  political  sentiments. 

Your  intelligence  about  a certain  Marquis  ^ is  very  interesting, 
no  reversion  can  be  given  until  a vacancy  happens,  but  Addington 
told  me  that  Brome  should  have  any  that  I would  point  out,  and 
particularly  mentioned  that  as  Lord  Thurlow  ^ was  in  a precarious 
state  of  health,  it  was  probable  that  he  might  soon  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  him  the  reversion  of  a tellership.  I therefore 
conceive  that  point  to  be  as  secure  as  possible. 

It  is  at  present  my  intention  to  stay  here  a day  after  the 
family,  but  if  I should  find  it  convenient  to  alter  my  plan,  and  go 
up  a day  before  them,  I shall  wait  upon  you  with  great  pleasure ; 
and  I will  give  you  notice  in  due  time. 

Yours  ever, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Cuiford,  Aug.  1,  isos. 

I am  exceedingly  glad  that  the  communication  between  us 
is  again  opened,  although  at  this  time  we  have  no  pleasant  matter 
to  communicate.  The  affairs  of  Ireland  'have  given  me  the  most 
sincere  concern.  I shall  have  the  misfortune  of  living  to  see  any 


^ Edward  Marcus  Despard,  b.  1750,  exe- 
cuted Feb.  21,  1803.  He  entered  the  army 
in  1766  as  an  Ensign  in  the  50th  Regt.,  and 
acquired  some  reputation.  The  plot  in  which 
he  was  engaged  was  as  reckless  as  it  was 


absurd.  See  State  Trials,  vol.  xxviii.  p.  346. 

^ The  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  then  Teller 
of  the  Exchequer. 

^ Lord  Thurlow  did  not  die  till  Sept,  12, 
1806. 
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little  services  that  I have  rendered  to  the  State  completely  done 
away.  I have  received  only  a few  lines  from  Littlehales,  not 
saying  so  much  as  is  stated  in  the  newspapers.  I am  vexed  about 
my  friend  Marsden,  who  will  undoubtedly  be  blamed  for  not  having 
better  channels  of  intelligence.^ 

It  is  a melancholy  thing,  at  my  time  of  life,  to  go  for  an  indefi- 
nite period  to  Ireland,^  but  if  I thought  it  would  be  advantageous 
to  my  family,  that  consideration  would  console  me.  I can,  how- 
ever, entertain  no  hope  of  that  kind. 

Our  assizes  are  just  over,  and  the  judges  dined  with  me  yesterday 
in  their  way  to  Norfolk.  Brome  returns  to  his  regiment  at  Ipswich 
to-morrow  and  Lady  Louisa  and  the  children  will  follow  in  a few  days. 

I am  glad  that  you  found  Mrs.  Boss  and  my  godson  perfectly 
well.  When  I was  last  in  town  I took  the  opportunity  of  giving 
Mr.  Hoppner  ^ a long  sitting,  which  has,  in  my  opinion,  much  im- 
proved  the  picture.  Believe  me,  &c., 

COENW  ALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  . Cuiford,  Aug.  9,  isos. 

I am  to  thank  you  for  your  two  letters,  which  I have 
received  by  this  day’s  post,  at  the  time  that  I return  Marsden’s 
letter.  I cannot  account  for  the  supineness  in  the  military  depart- 


^ Emmett’s  conspiracy  broke  out  July  23, 
and  was  put  down  in  a few  hours,  but 
not  in  time  to  save  the  lives  of  Lord  Kil- 
warden,  and  a few  others,  who  were  in- 
humanly murdered.  It  was  only  on  the 
morning  of  that  day,  that  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment received  any  certain  information  of  the 
intended  rising,  though  an  explosion  of  a gun- 
powder store  on  the  18th  had  occasioned 
alarm,  and  some  intelligence  had  been  con- 
x^eyed  to  General  Fox  on  the  20th.  The 
Lord-Lieutenant  considered  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief,  General  Fox,  had  not  taken 
sufficient  precautions,  and  a good  deal  of  un- 
pleasant recrimination  passed  between  them. 
For  the  details  of  the  conspiracy,  see’HowelFs 
State  Trials,  vol.  xxviii.  p.  683. 

2 There  is  no  trace  to  be  found  in  the 
Irish  Correspondence  in  the  State  Paper  Office 
of  any  proposal  of  this  nature  having  been 
made  to  Lord  Cornwallis ; but  in  Dean 
Pellew’s  Life  of  Lord  Sidmouth  several  allu- 
sions to  it  may  be  found,  and  some  feelings 
about  the  Roman  Catholics  seem  to  have 
prevented  the  appointment.  In  a diary  of 
Mr.  Abbot  (Lord  Colchester),  under  date 


of  Dec.  28,  1803,  it  is  stated  that  Lord 
Cornwallis  was  sent  for  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  Central  Army.  In  the  months 
of  March,  May,  and  June,  1797,  a good  deal 
of  correspondence  passed  between  Lord  Cam- 
den and  the  Duke  of  Portland,  about  giving 
the  command  in  Ireland  to  Lord  Cornwallis, 
who  reluctantly  consented  to  take  it,  on 
condition  that  it  should  be  considered  a mili- 
tary, and  not  a political  appointment.  In  the 
early  part  of  June  he  further  objected  to  go 
there,  unless  the  Catholics  and  Dissenters 
could  be  separated,  as  he  did  not  consider 
the  force  in  Ireland  sufficient  to  maintain 
tranquillity  if  both  those  parties  united 
against  Government,  and  he  looked  upon  the 
settlement  of  the  Catholic  question  as  neces- 
sary. But  he  expressed  his  readiness  to  go, 
if  either  invasion  or  rebellion  took  place,  or 
were  imminent. 

® John  Hoppner,  the  celebrated  portrait- 
painter,  b.  1759,  d.  Jan.  23,  1810;  m.  July 
8,  1781,  Phoebe,  dau.  of  — Wright,  Esq. 
The  engraving  in  the  first  volume  of  this 
work  is  taken  from  the  picture  alluded  to. 
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ment,  and  should  rather  have  suspected  Fox  to  have  erred  in  the 
opposite  extreme.  Yorke  ^ may  do  very  well  as  Secretary  of  State  ; 
he  is  certainly  not  inferior  in  abilities  to  the  person  whom  he 
is  to  succeed,  but  I should  doubt  Bragge’s^  having  sufficient 
weight  for  the  Board  of  Control,  and  I dread  the  downfall  of  our 
Asiatic  empire  whenever  the  administration  of  that  department 
falls  into  weak  hands.  Yours  most  truly, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Aug.  19,  isos. 

I am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  your  several  kind  com- 
munications, which  are  veiy  interesting  to  a person  who  is  truly 
anxious,  and  at  the  same  time  entertains  the  most  serious  appre- 
hensions for  the  public  safety.  I should  have  acknowledged  them 
more  frequently  if  I had  not  had  a good  deal  of  trifling  corre- 
spondence about  the  execution  of  the  Act  in  the  Tower  Hamlets, 
besides  a number  of  applications  to  my  great  power  and  unbounded 
influence.  Some  attacks  on  my  purse,  as  usual,  and  solicitations 
for  becoming  my  Aides-de-Camp ; amongst  others,  one  from  my 
friend  Herbert  Taylor,  asking  the  latter  favour  for  an  officer  who 
had  been  in  the  Bomney  Fencibles,  made  me  think  that  I was 
lilvely  to  be  soon  called  upon.  Neither  Staff,  British  or  Irish,  holds 
out  any  tempting  objects  to  a man  who  is  desirous  of  mihtary 
reputation,  but  I confess  that  I think  if  a respectable  body  of  the 
enemy  could  be  landed,  the  prospect  is  most  gloomy  here.  Of 
David  Dundas’s  talents  I have  no  opinion.  (I  wonder  what  his 
friend  Harry  F ox  will  say  when  he  hears  that  he  is  repairing  the 
Lines  at  Chatham  ?)  Alex.  Hope  appeared  formerly  to  me  to  be 
a good-humom’ed  pleasant  fellow,  and  I was  partial  to  liim,  but  his 
presumption,  and  the  nonsense  he  has  written,  have  much  altered 
my  opinion.  I see  by  the  papers  that  they  are  going  to  fortify  his 

^ Right  Hon.  Charles  Philip  Yorke,  younger  2 Right  Hon.  Charles  Bragge,  who  after- 
son  of  Lord  Morden,  and  hiother  of  Lord  wards  took  the  name  of  Bathurst,  b.  1753, 
Hardwicke,  b.  March  12,  1764,  d.  March  13,  d.  Aug.  13,  1831  ; m.  Aug.  1,  1788,  Char- 
1834  ; m.  July  1,  1790,  Harriet,  dau.  of  lotte,  dau.  of  Antony  Addington,  Esq.,  M.D., 
Charles  Manninghara,  Esq.  Secretary-at-War  and  sister  of  Henry,  1st  Viscount  Sidmouth. 
Feb.  1801  to  Aug.  1803;  then  Secretary  of  Treasurer  of  the  Navy  May,  1801,  and  then 
State  in  succession  to  Lord  Pelham  to  May,  Secretary-at-War  fi'om  Aug.  1803  to  May, 
1804.  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  May,  1804.  Master  of  the  Mint  Oct.  1806  to  April, 
1810,  to  March,  1812.  M.P.  for  Cambridge-  1807.  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
shire  from  June,  1790,  to  1810  ; then  St.  June,  1812,  to  Feb.  1823.  M.P.  Bristol 
Germans  to  18i2,  and  Liskeard  to  1818.  Nov.  1796  to  1812  ; Bodmin  to  1818  ; Har- 
Teller  of  the  Exchequer  from  1810  till  his  wich  to  Feb.  1823. 
death. 
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position  near  Chelmsford,  which  must  draw  them  into  endless  works, 
for  there  is  no  making  a left  flank,  and  in  my  opinion  it  can  never 
be  made  tolerably  secure  for  forty-eight  hours.  There  is  a tract  of 
very  inclosed  country  near  Writtle,  where  I was  told  in  1801  that 
it  was  intended  to  level  all  the  fences  to  enable  cavalry  to  act. 
Lord  Chatham  seems  to  take  it  very  quietly  for  a general  com- 
manding an  advanced  post. 

I should  almost  doubt  Fox’s  being  on  good  terms  with  the 
Lord-Lieutenant,  for  Sir  C.  Davers^  assured  me  that  he  had 
received  a letter  from  an  old  brother-officer,  who  said  that  Fox 
had  told  him  that  until  two  o’clock  on  the  day  of  the  insurrection, 
he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  country. 

I have  just  heard  from  Lord  Cadogan^  that  Lady  Charlotte^  is 
going  to  be  married  to  Henry  Wellesley. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 


Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Aug.  28,  i803. 

Mr.  Addington  told  me  before  I left  London  that  it  was 
probable  he  should  wish  to  have  some  conversation  with  me  in  the 
course  of  the  summer,  when  I assured  him  that  I would  most 
readily  come  to  town  for  a day  or  two  whenever  he  might  signify 
his  desire  to  see  me. 

I yesterday  received  my  summons,  and  have  acquainted  him 
by  this  day’s  post  that  I will  wait  upon  him  at  Eichmond  Park 
either  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday. 

It  is  my  intention  to  be  in  town  early  on  Tuesday,  on  which  day 
I propose  to  take  up  my  quarters  with  you  at  Brompton. 

I do  not  believe  that  what  Mr.  A.  has  to  say  to  me  has  any 
reference  to  my  being  employed ; and  Lord  Bayning  told  me  that 
he  said  lately  to  him,  that  he  did  not  think  it  likely  that  I should 
go  to  Ireland. 


1 Sir  Charles  Davers,  5th  and  last  Baronet, 
b.  June  4,  1736,  d.  June  4,  1806,  unm. 
M.P.  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds  from  Nov.  1774 
to  June,  1802. 

^ Charles  Sloane,  3rd  Lord  Cadogan,  raised 
to  the  Earldom  Dec.  27,  1800,  b.  Oct.  29, 
1728,  d.  April  3,  1807  ; m.  1st,  May  28, 
1747,  Frances,  dau.  of  Henry,  1st  Lord  Mont- 
fort;  2nd,  Aug.  10,  1777,  Mary,  dau.  of 
Charles  Churchill,  Esq.  M.P.  for  Cambridge 
town  from  Jan.  1755  till  he  succeeded  to 
the  Peerage  Sept.  24,  1776.  Surveyor  of 


His  Majesty’s  Gardens  and  Waters,  and  then 
Master  of  the  Mint  from  April,  1764,  to 
Jan.  1784. 

^ Charlotte,  dau.  of  Charles,  1st  Earl 
Cadogan,  b.  J une  1 1, 1 781,  d.  July  8,  1853  ; 
m.  1st,  Sept.  20,  1803,  Hon.  Henry  Wel- 
lesley, afterwards  1st  Lord  Cowley;  2nd, 
1810,  Henry,  1st  Marquis  of  Anglesey. 

* Probably  about  going  to  Ireland.  Mr, 
Addington  wrote  to  Lord  Hardwicke,  Aug.  22 
that  difficulties  had  arisen. 
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You  will  send  a note  for  me  on  Tuesday  morning  to  Burlington 
Street.  Yoirrs  ever, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut. -General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Cuiford,  Sept.  6,  1803. 

On  my  return  to  this  place,  where,  in  the  solitary  life  I lead, 
I have  considerable  time  for  meditation,  I felt  myself  to  be  placed 
under  the  most  unpleasant  circumstances.  • To  sit  down  quietly  by 
myself,  without  occupation  or  object,  to  contemplate  the  dangers 
of  my  country,  Tvdth  the  prospect  of  being  a mere  cypher,  without 
arms  in  my  hands,  if  they  should  be  realised. 

I wrote,  therefore,  yesterday  a letter  to  the  Duke  of  Y"ork  of 
wliich  the  inclosed  is  a copy.  Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  CoRNivALLis  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  York. 

Sir,  Cuiford,  Sept.  6,  1803. 

Soon  after  I had  the  honour  of  stating  to  your  R.  H.  on  the 
appearance  of  immediate  war,  that  I was  ready  to  serve  in  any  part 
of  the  world  in  which  H.  M.  might  think  proper  to  employ  me,  I 
had  reason  to  believe  that  General  Fox,  with  whose  situation  I 
would  on  no  account  have  interfered,  was  likely  to  be  removed  to 
a service  that  was  more  agreeable  to  him,  and  that  in  such  event 
H.  M.  might  probably  appoint  me  to  the  military  command  in 
Ii’eland. 

Circumstances  have  since  occurred  which  have  induced  His 
Majesty’s  Councils  to  think  that  it  would  not  be  advisable  that  I 
should  be  sent  to  that  country  ; I must,  therefore,  without  wishing 
to  disturb  or  derange  your  present  Staff,  throw  myself  upon  your 
Royal  Highness’s  goodness  to  call  me,  in  the  event  of  invasion,  to 
the  point  of  the  most  ‘ serious  attack,  or  dispose  of  me  as  you  may 
think  proper,  and  I can  truly  assure  you  that  you  will  find  no 
General  Officer  more  zealous  for  your  honoim  or  more  anxious  to 
execute  your  commands.  • j 

Cornwallis. 
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H.  R.  H.  THE  Duke  of  York  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis. 

My  dear  Lord,  Horse  Guards,  Sept.  8,  1803. 

I have  received  your  Lordship’s  letter  of  the  6th  instant, 
and  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  assuring  you  how  sensible  I 
am  of  the  zealous  and  handsome  manner  in  which  you  are  pleased 
to  make  an  offer  of  your  services  in  case  of  invasion,  and  of  return- 
ing you  thanks  for  the  obliging  expressions  which  yom’  letter  con- 
tains towards  me. 

I shall  not  fad  to  lay  your  Lordship’s  letter  before  His  Majesty, 
who  will,  I am  persuaded,  receive  it  with  infinite  satisfaction,  and 
will  be  eager  to  avail  himself  of  your  abdity  and  experience  in  the 
event  of  an  invasion.  j 

Frederick. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  EoSS,  Brome,  Sept.  16,  1803. 

The  papers  have  so  obstinately  insisted  on  my  having  gone 
down  on  a shooting  party,  that,  although  in  truth  I have  had 
neither  shooting  nor  party,  I found  myself  called  upon  to  send  you 
some  game,  and  accordingly  despatched  tlnee  brace  by  the  last 
night’s  coach,  which  have,  I hope,  come  safe  to  your  hands. 

The  French  have  had  fine  winds  and  weather  for  their  English 
expedition,  and  as  they  have  not  made  use  of  them,  I begin  to 
think  we  shall  not  see  them  this  year,  and  by  next  spring  we  ought 
rather  to  wish  than  to  apprehend  an  invasion.  You  know  that  it 
is  a subject  on  which  I do  not  feel  particularly  bold,  but  when  I 
consider  the  number  of  men  that  we  shall  have  in  arms,  and  that 
they  are  all  Britons,  I cannot  be  afraid. 

Poor  Peter  3Iurray ! ^ It  must  have  been  a shocking  scene  for 
liis  wife,  but  I think  she  may  get  the  better  of  it. 

Yours  ever,  &c., 

CORNT\^ALLIS. 

IMarquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Rev.  B.  Grisdale. 

Dear  Grisdale,  Brome,  Sept.  26,  i803. 

I conclude  that  Bonaparte  must  make  some  attempt,  but  I 
think  he  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  land  such  a force  as  can  make 

’ Colonel  Peter  Murray  was  killed  Aug.  privateer,  who  engaged  and  took  the  Lord 
14,  1803,  on  board  the  Lord  Nelson  India-  Nelson,  but  she  was  retaken  13  days  later 
man,  by  a shot  from  the  Bellone  French  His  wife  was  on  board  the  ship. 
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any  impression  upon  this  country ; at  least,  we,  who  are  on  a kind 
of  advanced  post,  do  not  feel  any  great  apprehensions.  It  was  not 
my  fault  that  I did  not  go  to  Ireland ; I offered  my  services  in  the 
military  command,  and  promised  not  to  meddle  with  politics,  and 
to  be  as  obedient  in  eveiy  respect  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  as  any 
General  Officer  in  the  ser^dce. 

I rather  think  that  the  Administration  have  been  unjustly 
accused  of  protraction  in  bringing  forward  the  measures  for  the 
defence  of  the  coimtry.  The  ballots  have,  even  as  things  were 
managed,  interfered  very  much  with  each  other,  and  had  they  aU 
taken  place  at  the  same  time  they  would  have  thrown  all  things 
into  confusion,  distracted  our  country  magistrates,  and  with  an 
appearance  of  quickness  and  decision,  have  occasioned  much  more 
real  delay  than  has  occurred  under  the  present  arrangement.  Such 
at  least  are  the  opinions  of  many  of  our  sage  justices  in  this 
county. 

AVe-  leave  this  place  on  Wednesday  next.  I return  to  Culford 
by  myself,  and  Brome  and  his  family  join  the  East  Suffolk  Mihtia 
at  Ipswich.  For  my  part  I think  I may  now  fairly  consider  myself 
as  laid  quietly  on  the  shelf. 

I am  very  glad  to  hear  so  good  an  account  of  your  family,  and 
am,  with  best  wishes  to  you  and  Mrs.  Grisdale,  and  all  belonging 

Most  truly  yom'S, 

CORXAVALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-Gexeral  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Cuiford,  Oct.  5,  isos. 

I have  been  so  plagued  lately  ^nth  letters  on  Tower  Hamlet 
business,^  and  various  other  applications  which  requhed  at  least 
civil  answers,  that  I have  not  had  time  to  thank  you  for  your 
several  communications  respecting  the  threatened  invasion,  which, 
although  they  are  dreadful  enough  to  frighten  a poor  country- 
gentleman  out  of  his  vdts,  are  very  interesting  to  those  who  take 
the  trouble  to  think  seriously  on  our  present  condition. 

AVithout  more  knowledge  of  our  naval  force  in  the  Channel,  I 
cannot  calculate  on  the  probability  of  our  seeing  a formidable 
French  army  in  tliis  island,  a circumstance  which  I most  devoutly 

^ Among  the  American  papers  at  the  Royal  decide,  while  in  the  back-woods  of  North 
Institution,  thei'e  are  many  references  to  Lord  Carolina,  was  whether  a new  theatre  should 
Coniwallis,  as  Constable  of  the  Tower,  on  be  opened  in  the  Tower  Hamlets,  and  to 
mattei-s  connected  with  the  Tower  Hamlets.  whom  the  licence  should  be  given. 

One  question  which  he  was  called  upon  to 


1803. 


ENGLAND. 


505 


deprecate.  But  I am  of  opinion  that  we  are  by  degrees  lessening 
the  awe  in  which  our  powers  at  sea  have  been  held,  by  the  inef- 
fectual attacks  wliich  we  are  daily  making  on  the  enemy’s  ports. 

We  are  so  much  on  the  alert  on  the  eastern  coast,  that  Brome 
is  not  likely  to  get  leave  to  come  over  to  Bury  fan,  and,  indeed, 
he  is  determined  not  to  ask,  if  it  would  be  considered  in  any  degree 
improper.  The  Duke  of  Kutland,  whose  regiment  is  at  Dover 
Castle,  is  not  quite  so  scrupulous,  having  come  down  to  pass  this 
month  at  Cheveley. 

I do  not  see  that  I can,  with  propriety,  take  any  further  steps 
about  my  own  situation.  It  has  sometimes  occurred  to  me  that  I 
ought  to  go  to  town  in  order  to  put  myself  in  the  way  of  being 
noticed ; but  it  would  not  only  be  exceedingly  inconvenient  and 
unpleasant  to  me,  but  it  would  appear  rather  ridiculous  to  go  to 
London  to  wait  for  the  invasion.  I think,  besides,  that  it  is  most 
likely  that  I should  be  employed  on  the  eastern  coast,  as  the  Duke 
might  not  choose  to  have  any  officer  to  the  southward,  of  a rank 
superior  to  David  Dundas.  Believe  me,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Nov.  i,  isos. 

We  have  had  a long  continuance  of  fair  wind  and  fine 
weather  for  the  French,  who  yet  do  not  make  their  appearance  on 
our  coast.  Indeed,  I understood  from  one  of  my  late  visitors  who 
may  be  supposed  to  know  something,  that  they  were  not  considered 
to  be  in  a state  of  immediate  preparation. 

Our  company  all  left  us  a fortnight  ago,  and  I have  since  been 
living  with  Lady  Louisa,  and,  for  the  last  three  or  four  days,  with 
my  daughter  Mary ; and  I have  been  myself  laid  up,  at  least  as  far 
as  from  all  walking  exercise,  during  this  last  period,  by  my  old 
complaint  in  both  feet.  I am  now,  however,  convalescent,  and 
although  from  reasons  of  prudence  I do  not  yet  take  the  field 
against  the  partridges,  I am  perfectly  well  able  to  do  it  against 
the  French. 

I have  not  yet  made  up  my  mind  about  coming  up  to  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament.  I confess  that  I do  not  see  wffiat  good  purpose 
it  will  answer,  or  what  benefit  can  arise  from  my  showing  myself 
at  Court.  Not  that  I suspect  any  ill-will  in  that  quarter,  nor  that 
any  objection  was  made  there  to  my  going  to  Ireland.  The  B.  of 
Lichfield,  who  from  his  Windsor  connections  when  he  was  Dean, 
knows  something  of  what  is  going  forward  there,  says,  that  for  the 
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first  days  after  the  account  arrived  of  the  rising  in  Dublin,  His 
3Iajesty  was  constantly  repeating,  “ Cornwallis  must  go  to  Ireland, 
Cornwallis  must  go  to  Ireland.”  I collected  from  my  conversations 
with  Lord  C.  that  it  was  the  violent  Protestant  feeling  in  the 
Cabinet  which  prevented  my  going,  which  had  been  considered  as 
a matter  determined  before  the  insurrection  took  place. 

At  present  I am  living  in  one  of  the  counties  most  tlireatened. 
If  the  enemy  comes,  the  D.  of  Y.  may  appoint  me  to  the  immediate 
command  in  Suffolk  if  he  wishes  to  employ  me.  If  he  has  no 
intention  of  that  kind,  whether  I am  at  Court  or  in  the  country,  it 
will  be  easy  to  find  a pretext  for  leaving  me  on  the  shelf. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

if 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 


Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  nov.  6,  isos. 

I am  very  sorry  to  find  you  are  to  have  the  trouble  of 
another  journey  to  Birmingham,  but  it  is  certainly  expedient  at  this 
time  to  take  every  possible  means  to  prevent  clamour,  and  endea- 
vour to  keep  the  people  in  good  humom*.^ 

Bonaparte  has  had  a long  spell  of  easterly  wind  in  his  favom’, 
and  I therefore  conclude  that  either  his  preparations  are  not  so 
forward  as  it  has  been  reported,  or  that  he  has  not  quite  made  up 
his  mind  to  the  thing. 

In  regard  to  the  waiTuth  of  friendship  of  any  of  the  Ministers,  I 
cannot  say  that  I ever  flattered  myself  with  such  expectation,  and 
as  for  my  friend  Lord  Castlereagh,  he  is  so  cold  that  nothing  can 
warm  him  ; but  I confess  that,  without  any  feelings  of  personal 
attachment,  I was  a little  disappointed  that  they  should  not  think 
my  going  to  command  the  troops  a measure  of  public  utility,  et 
mecum  confertur?^  The  present  appointment^  certainly  lowered 
my  pride. 

I give  you  an  extract  of  a letter  which  I received  from  Little- 
hales : — 

Lord  Enniskillen  (late  Lord  Cole)  said  to  me  not  long  since. 


^ General  Ross  went  to  Birmingham  to 
make  arrangements  with  the  gun  manufac- 
turers, who  had  taken  offence  at  the  arrange- 
ments of  Government, 

^ “ Agimus  pro  Jupiter,  inquit. 

Ante  I'ates  caussam,  et  mecum  confertur  Ulixes.'* 
Ov.  Met.,  lib.  xiii. 

3 William  Schaw,  10th  Lord  Cathcart, 


K.T,,  created  an  English  Viscount  Nov.  3, 
1807,  and  made  an  Earl  July  16,  1814, 
h.  Sept.  17,  1755,  d.  June  16,  1843;  m, 
April  10,  1779,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Andrew 
Elliott,  Esq.,  of  New  York.  A General  and 
Colonel  2nd  Life  Guards.  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  Ireland  fi’om  Oct.  1803  to  1806. 
In  1807  he  commanded  the  Copenhagen  expe- 
dition. 


1803. 


ENGLAND. 


507 


‘ You  know  I am  Grand  Master  of  the  Orange  Lodges,  and  I sin- 
cerely assure  you  that  there  is  not,  as  far  as  I can  understand,  a 
single  loyal  Orangeman  who  does  not,  at  this  crisis,  lament  that 
your  friend  Lord  Cornwallis  is  not  to  command  the  king’s  troops 
in  Ireland.  Believe  me,  &c., 

CORNAVALLIS. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Dec.  s,  isos. 

I have  been  so  much  occupied  about  Lady  Maria  Walde- 
grave’s^  marriage,  and  other  matters  respecting  claims  of  promises 
from  Ireland,  &c.  &c.,  that  I have  not  had  leisure  to  acknowledge 
your  letter  of  the  30th  ult.,  with  the  Plain  Answer  to  the  Cm’sory 
Kemarks.” 

The  pamphlet  is  certainly  very  able,  but  there  are  two  points 
wliich  are  not  stated  in  such  a manner  as  to  afford  me  complete 
satisfaction.  In  the  first  place  I do  not  see  any  reason  assigned, 
after  the  affectionate,  and  almost  brotherly,  friendsliip  which  had 
for  so  many  years  subsisted  between  Pitt  and  Addington,  and  the 
zealous  support  which  the  former  gave  during  the  first  year  of  A.’s 
administration,  for  Pitt’s  totally  estranging  himself  from  him  at 
the  latter  end  of  last  year,  except  a blunder  or  two  which  Adding- 
ton is  said  to  have  made  in  his  financial  statements.  It  was, 
indeed,  reported,  although  I never  heard  it  from  any  authority, 
that  Pitt  was  angry  that  we  did  not  persevere  in  enforcing  the 
orders,  which  he  is  said  to  have  recommended,  for  retaining,  or 
rather  re-occupying,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  consequence  of 
the  conduct  of  the  French  towards  Switzerland  ; but  as  that  would 
have  been  a gross  violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  and  must 
have  produced  an  immediate  renewal  of  hostilities,  it  was,  in  my 
opinion,  too  strong  a measure  to  be  pressed  upon  any  Minister,  bv 
a person  who  had  no  responsibility. 

Secondly,  I do  not  think  in  the  negotiation  in  March  last,  that 
Addington,  supported  as  he  was  by  a large  and  very  respectable 
majority  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  by  no  means  unpopular 
with  the  nation  at  large,  could  have  been  justified  in  laying  the 
King,  his  colleagues  in  office,  and  all  his  friends  in  Parliament,  at 
the  feet  of  Mr.  Pitt,  without  venturing  to  enquire  to  what  degree  of 


‘ Maria,  dau.  of  George,  4th  Eaid  Walde-  m.  Jan.  26,  1804,  Nathaniel  Micklethwaite, 
grave,  b.  hily  14,  1783,  d.  Feb.  20,  1805;  Esq.,  ofTaverham. 
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humiliation  they  were  to  be  expected  to  submit,  by  a public  declara- 
tion of  his  OAvn  total  inability  to  go  on  with  the  Government. 

I am  very  sorry  on  all  accounts  to  hear  of  the  amount  of  the  Ord- 
nance estimates.  It  is  a cruel  thing  at  this  time  that  so  important  a 
department  should  be  placed  in  hands  so  incapable  and  improper. ‘ 
AVhen  I saw  the  D.  of  Y.  he  told  me  that  he  would  send  me 
some  papers,  which  I concluded  would  contain  his  plan  for  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  commanding  on  or  near  the  part  of  the  coast 
to  which  the  attack  was  directed,  and  for  assembling  his  armies 
for  subsequent  operations  ; but  to  my  disappointment,  I received 
through  Brownrigg,  by  the  Duke’s  order,  no  other  confidential 
communication  than  a copy  of  a letter  signed  by  H.  E.  H.,  and,  I 
believe,  written  by  A.  Hope,  dated  in  August,  and  containing  only 
his  propositions  for  intrenched  camps,  redoubts,  &c.  &c.,  in  which 
the  western  heights  of  Dover  and  Shooter’s  Hill  were  not  omitted. 

I returned  it  to  Brownrigg  without  making  any  observation, 
and  desired  him  to  make  my  acknowledgments  to  H.  E.  H.  for  the 
mark  of  his  favour  and  confidence. 

I am  stiU  not  very  stout  on  my  feet,  but  in  this  weather  I am 
obliged  to  walk.  Eemember  me  kindly  to  Mrs.  Eoss,  and 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Fox  sent  me  his  papers.  It  does  not  appear  by  them  that  in 
the  business  of  that  night  ^ any  blame  can  be  imputed  to  him. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut. -General  Ross. 

Dear  Eoss,  Cuiford,  Dec.  is,  isos. 

I return  Duncan’s  letter,  and  conclude  that  his  resolution 
will  have  been  so  fixed  on  the  subject  of  his  going  to  Bengal,  that 
nothing  contained  in  my  letter  will  make  any  alteration.^ 

As  I took  particular  care  to  state  clearly  that  the  removal  was 
to  .be  optional  on  his  part,  I can  hardly  suppose  that  Government 
would  afterwards  attempt  to  force  it  upon  him,  or,  in  the  event  of 
his  not  acquiescing,  to  supersede  him.  H however  such  thoughts 
should  be  entertained,  I shall  feel  from  the  part  which  I consented 
to  take  in  the  business,  that  I have  a right  to  speak  on  the  occa- 

‘ John,  2nd  Earl  of  Chatham.  him  by  Lord  Cathcart.  In  1804  some  dis- 

^ General  Fox  was  supposed  to  have  neg-  cussion  on  this  subject  took  place  in  the 
lected  information  tendered  to  him  the  day  House  of  Commons. 

that  Emmett’s  insurrection  broke  out.  The  ^ Mr.  Duncan  remained  Governor  of  Bom- 
feeling  against  him  in  Ireland  was  so  strong,  bay  till  his  death, 
that  it  was  considered  advisable  to  replace 
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sion,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  I will  do  it  in  the  most  pointed 
terms.  Had  not  Duncan  in  former  letters  expressed  so  much  dis- 
like of  Bombay,  and  so  great  a desire  to  be  removed  from  it,  I 
would  not  have  taken  any  concern  in  the  transaction. 

The  appointment  of  Duncan  to  be  the  eventual  permanent  suc- 
cessor to  Barlow  I conceive  to  be  totally  out  of  the  question. 

Whatever  ideas  Lord  Wellesley  may  entertain  of  the  extension 
of  our  territories,  or  of  those  under  our  influence  and  protection, 
we  must  at  last  fix  some  boundary,  and  I think  he  could  not  easily 
have  found  a more  convenient  neighbour  on  his  northern  frontier 
than  the  Maratta  State,  which  would  tend  very  much  to  secure  our 
possessions  against  any  other  northern  invader,  and  which  by  good 
management  we  might  easily  keep  in  order,  by  making  a prudent 
use  of  their  intestine  jealousies  and  quarrels. 

I do  not  imagine,  from  words  that  have  occasionally  fallen  jfiom 
him,  that  Lord  Castlereagh  means  to  confine  his  political  views  to 
the  Board  of  Controul,  and  if  he  sees  an  early  prospect  of  an  ex- 
change that  would  be  agTeeable  to  him,  it  is  not  probable  that  he 
will  apply  himself  in  earnest  to  form  a permanent  system  for  the 
future  conduct  of  our  Asiatic  empire.^ 

What  Duncan  says  about  my  going  now,  is  wild  ; but  I am  not 
sure  that  I acted  wisely  in  declining  to  return  in  1797. 

Windham’s^  speeches  have  created  much  dissatisfaction  and 
disgust  amongst  the  volunteers  in  this  part  of  tho  country,  and  I 
am  afraid  they  will  have  that  effect  generally  throughout  the 
kingdom. 

Mr.  Pitt’s  plan  of  attaching  field  officers  or  captains  of  the  line 
to  each  corps,  if  at  all  practicable,  would  in  my  opinion  be  very 
unwdse,  for  I am  persuaded  that  our  army  could  not  produce  several 
hmidred  men  of  that  description,  the  majority  of  whom  would  not 
do  a great  deal  more  harm  than  good  in  a situation  which,  besides 
their  military  qualifications,  would  require  much  good  sense, 
temper,  and  judgment. 

Pitt  wants  to  make  the  volimteers  more  of  soldiers  than  their 
constitution  can  possibly  admit ; and  Fox  on  the  contrary,  so  little 
of  soldiers  as  to  be  entirely  useless. 

Government  have  acted  properly  in  endeavouring  only  to  make 
them  as  much  soldiers  as  it  was  possible  to  render  a force  so  com- 


* Lord  Castlereagh  became  Secretary  of  Estimates,  and  another,  which  was  the  most 
State  for  the  Colonies  July,  1805.  offensive,  Dec.  13,  on  the  3rd  reading  of  the 

2 Mr.  Windham  had  just  made  two  very  Volunteer  Exemption  Bill, 
indiscreet  speeches,  one,  Dec.  9,  on  the  Army 
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posed,  and  no  man,  whether  civil  or  military,  will  persuade  me 
that  300,000  men,  trained  as  the  volunteers  at  present  are,  do  not 
add  very  materially  to  the  confidence,  and  to  the  actual  secimty  of 
this  country.  Yours  most  truly, 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Cuiford,  Dec.  25,  isos. 

I yesterday  received  a summons  to  attend  the  D.  of  York 
either  to-morrow  or  Tuesday,  for  the  purpose  of  his  conversing 
with  me  on  the  subject  of  the  late  intelligence  from  France.^ 

I propose  therefore  to  set  out  to-day  after  chm’ch,  and  to  reach 
Hockrill  to-night,  and  be  at  the  Horse  Guards  about  two  o’clock 
to-morrow. 

Perhaps  I may  see  something  of  you  after  my  interview ; I find 
from  Singleton  that  you  are  still  at  Brompton,  and  I doubt  whether 
I should  come  out  to  you  to-morrow,  especially  if  you  have  com- 
pany. I confess  that  I cannot  make  up  my  mind  to  the  proba- 
bility of  seeing  a French  army  in  this  island. 

Yours,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Cuiford,  Feb.  3, 1804. 

Your  letter  of  Wednesday  revived  me  a little  from  the 
gloomy  sensations  with  wliich  I was  impressed  by  the  second  letter 
of  the  preceding  day.  A gi’eater  calamity  could  hardly  have  hap- 
pened than  that  which  you  had  reason  to  suppose.  If  he  is  not 
quite  wrmg,  we  must  be  satisfied  with  his  not  being  quite  right? 

I have  received,  and  transmitted  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  Duncan’s 
answer,  in  which  he  adheres  to  what  he  said  in  his  letter  to  you, 
offering  however  in  the  event  of  Barlow’s  vacancy  not  to  avail 
himself  of  the  provisional  appointment,  on  condition  that  the  offer 
should  now  be  kept  secret. 


1 Letters,  dated  Dec.  18,  bad  been  received 
from  Pai'is,  stating  that  the  French  troops 
were  all  in  motion,  and  the  Army  of  Reserve 
marching  to  the  coast. 

® The  King  had  certainly  a return  of  his 
foiTner  complaint  about  Jan.  14,  1804,  and 
for  some  days  was  unfit  to  attend  to  business. 


He  had  taken  an  aversion  to  Dr.  Willis,  and 
therefore  Dr.  Symonds  was  called  in.  The 
illness  was  not  of  long  duration,  and  Minis- 
ters did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  make 
any  application  to  Parliament,  but  questions 
were  asked  in  both  Houses  on  the  subject. 
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I inclose  a rough  copy,  from  which  I made  some  trifling  verbal 
alterations,  of  what  I said  on  the  subject  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

Yoiu’s,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

IVIarquis  Cornwallis  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

[Private.] 

jMy  dear  Lord,  Culford,  Feb.  3,  1804. 

I mclose  a letter  from  Duncan,  which  you  may  probably 
think  deserving  of  very  serious  attention ; I will  pass  over  the 
question  whether  it  is  desirable  for  the  public  interests  that  a very 
sensible,  upright,  and  moderate  man,  who  has  been  several  years 
in  the  situation  of  Grovernor,  and  highly  respected  by  Eimopeans 
and  natives,  should  be  removed  ; although  I confess,  it  has  great 
weight  with  me.  But  I conceive  that  you  will  see  considerable 
objection  to  yoim  engaging  in  so  awkward  a transaction  as  to 
recommend  to  the  Comi:  of  Directors  a provisional  appointment, 
to  which  an  article,  that  is  to  be  kept  secret  from  them,  is  to  be 
annexed,  that  in  the  event  of  a vacancy  the  appointment  is  not  to 
take  effect  if  the  Board  of  Controul  should  think  proper  to  propose 
a different  arrangement. 

AVe  are  now  engaged  in  a war  with  Scindia,'  which  may  extend 
to  other  of  the  Maratta  States,  and  which  I have  no  doubt  will 
prevent  Lord  AA".  from  coming  home  this  year,  so  that  you  wdl 
probably  have  time  to  tmm  this  matter  in  yoiw  mind. 

I am,  &c., 

CORN^'ALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Feb.  is,  i804. 

I am  much  more  astonished  at  Lord  Spencer’s  being  able 
to  tell  you  what  he  did,  than  I am  at  the  transaction  itself. 

The  present  coalition  appears  to  me  to  be  full  as  profligate  as 
that  of  Fox  and  Lord  North,^  without  holding  out  a prospect  of  the 
same  benefit  to  the  country.  The  object  of  the'  coalition  of  1783 

^ The  war  with  Sindia  began  about  May,  steps  were  taken  till  April,  when  on  the  23rd, 
1803.  It  ended  in  his  complete  defeat.  The  on  a motion  of  Mr.  Fox  about  the  defence  of 
battle  of  Assaye  was  fought  Sept.  23,  that  of  the  country.  Ministers  had  a majority  of  only 
Laswarree,  Nov.  1,  and  peace  was  concluded  256  to  204,  and  on  the  25th,  on  an  amend- 
in  December,  1803.  ment  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  Army  Re- 

^ Without  any  avowed,  or  even  understood  serve  Suspension  Bill,  of  only  240  to  203. 
coalition,  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  united  to  eject  After  some  hesitation,  Mr.  Addington  ten- 
^Ir.  Addington  from  office,  but  no  very  active  dered  his  resignation  about  INIay  9. 
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as  far  as  tlie  public  was  concerned,  was  to  place  two  men  of  the 
first  abilities  of  those  days  at  the  head  of  the  Government.  What 
is  proposed  by  that  of  1804  ? — to  pull  down  the  present  Administra- 
tion, whose  only  crime  is  that  they  are  weak,  in  order  either  to  put 
in  their  room  one  composed  of  Fox  and  the  Grenvilles,  who  have 
for  these  last  ten  years  paost  violently  differed  on  every  point 
either  constitutional  or  political,  and  who  both  avow  that  they  have 
not  relinquished  any  of  those  opinions  which  they  held  when  their 
differences  first  began,  or  to  make  Fox  sole  Minister  with  all  his 
unrepented  iniquities  upon  his  head,  or  by  way  of  giving  the  nation 
a showy  and  popular  Government,  to  set  up  an  Administration 
composed  only  of  the  Grenville  party.  Admitting  as  I do  their 
weakness,  and  lamenting  that  the  present  Ministers  are  not  more 
able,  I do  not  think  that  at  this  time  a more  efficient  Administra- 
tion could  be  formed,  without  including  either  Pitt  or  Fox. 

The  line  which  it  is  understood  that  Mr.  Pitt  intends  to  take, 
is  in  my  opinion  very  injudicious,  and  higldy  discreditable  to 
himself.  He  knew  the  talents  of  the  Ministers  or  their  want  of 
them,  as  well  when  he  recommended  them  to  the  public  favom’,  as 
he  does  now ; if  they  fail  from  weakness  of  head,  he  is  bound  in 
honoiu^  to  them,  to  the  King,  and  to  the  nation,  to  assist  them,  or  at 
least  to  support  them  ; if  their  failings  proceed  from  the  heart,  and 
they  show  an  intention  to  destroy  the  constitution  of  their  country, 
as  an  honest  man  he  ought  to  oppose  them. 

The  great  Mr.  Pitt  laying  by,  to  carp  at  a blunder  in  the  Pro- 
perty Tax,  or  the  volunteer  regulations.  Quelle  misere ! ^ 

Brome  and  Lady  Louisa  go  on  Thursday  next  to  Kimbolton, 
and  from  thence  proceed  to  Wooburne,  in  their  way  to  London. 

I shall  remain  here  till  Monday  next,  and  shall  probably  be 
time  enough  on  that  day  in  town  for  your  dinner ; but  I will  write 
again,  when  I shall  be  able  to  speak  with  more  certainty. 

Yours,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut. -General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  July  7, 1804. 

It  is  too  true  that  Brome’s  regiment  is  gone  to  Hull,  and  he, 
and,  I am  sorry  to  say.  Lady  Louisa  are  to  set  out  for  their  new 
quarters  on  Monday  se’nnight.  The  children,  thank  God,  are  not 

’ Feb.  27,  Mr.  Pitt  spoke  on  the  Volunteer  the  Property  Tax  Bill,  but  was  beat  by  150 
Consolidation  Bill,  and  attacked  the  Govern-  to  50. 
ment.  July  13,  he  moved  an  amendment  on 
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to  be  of  the  party  as  it  was  first  intended.  The  removal  of  the 
corps  from  Ipswich,  was  I believe  owing  to  the  ill  offices  of  Lord 
C.  Fitzroy,  who  has  on  all  occasions  shown  the  most  hostile  dispo- 
sition to  the  regiment,  although  Brome’s  conduct  to  his  brothers, 
gave  him  some  claim  to  a more  friendly  treatment. 

After  the  professions  of  the  family,  and  even  of  the  virtuous 
Lord  Glastonbury,^  that  Lord  Buckingham’s  interest  would  not  be 
benefited  by  the  admission  of  the  Hundreds,  the  Grenvilles  have 
shown  the  cloven  foot  too  soon  to  entitle  them  to  any  claim  for 
public  spirit,  in  the  violent  part  which  they  took  in  the  Aylesbury 
disfranchisement. 

I am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Court  of  Vienna  has  not  degraded 
itself  by  taking  the  lead  in  the  acknowledgment  of  the  Emperor 
Napoleon,  although  I entertain  no  sanguine  hopes  from  the  spirit, 
or,  even  if  she  were  willing,  from  the  power  of  Austria.  God  only 
knows  how  Em’ope  is  to  be  saved,  the  present  prospect  is  by  no 
means  encouraging. 

Cornwallis. 

You  will  easily  conceive  that  I was  much  surprised  to  hear  that 
Lord  Moira  was  to  be  married  to  Lady  Loudon.^ 


Maequis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  juiy  23, 1804. 

Brome  and  Lady  Louisa  left  us  on  the  16th  to  proceed  to 
Hull,  they  had  a prosperous  journey,  but  on  their  arrival  it  ap- 
peared that  no  decent  house  could  be  got  under  eight  guineas  a 
week  for  three  months  certain;  and  when  Lady  Louisa  wrote  to 
me  they  were  living  in  a very  bad  inn,  in  which  there  were  the 
messes  of  two  regiments,  besides  several  officers  lodging  in  the 
house.  What  they  will  do  God  knows ; but  I suppose  they  must 


1 James,  Lord  Glastonbury,  so  created 
Oct.  20,  1797,  grandson  of  Hester,  Countess 
Temple,  and  therefore  first  cousin  to  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham;  b.  July  6,  1742, 
d.  April  26,  1825,  unm.  M.P.  Thirsk  Dec. 
1765  to  March,  1768;  Buckingham  town 
Nov.  1770  to  Dec.  1790  ; and  then  for  the 
county  of  Buckingham  to  July,  1797.  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  March,  1782,  to  April,  1783. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Bent  for  Aylesbury 
in  1802  was  declared  void  for  bribery,  and 
a bill  was  passed  to  throw  Aylesbury  into  the 

VOL.  III. 


Hundreds,  in  which  district  Lord  Buckingham 
was  supposed  to  have  much  interest.  Mr. 
Thomas  Grenville  vacated  Buckingham  to 
stand  for  Aylesbury  ; but  the  poll  was — 
William  Cavendish,  485;  Grenville,  418; 
and  Mr.  Grenville  was  rechosen  for  Bucking- 
ham. It  does  not  appear  that  the  Grenvilles 
took  any  active  part  in  the  debates  on  the 
Aylesbury  Bill. 

2 Flora,  Countess  of  Loudon  in  her  own 
right,  b.  Sept.  2,  1780,  d.  Jan.  8,  1840;  m. 
July  12,  1804. 

2 L 
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take  the  eight  guinea  house,  although  Lady  L.  had  determined  to 
come  away  in  the  beginning  of  September. 

The  Admiral  you  will  see  has  at  last  come  into  port,  whilst  the 
Ville  de  Paris  is  refitting.  He  gives  some  reasons  in  his  letter  to 
me,  for  not  shifting  his  flag  ; but  if  he  is  quite  well,  which  seems  to 
be  the  case,  I wash  he  had  done  so.  He  talks  of  returning,  and 
observes  how  unfortunate  he  shall  be  if  the  enemy  was  to  come  out 
during  his  absence. 

Lord  Melville  has  been  very  civil  to  me  about  Skelton,  ^ and 
asked  whether  I wished  that  he  should  be  put  into  a line-of-battle 
ship,  a frigate  or  a gun-brig.  I thought  the  frigate  the  safest 
choice. 

I am  very  sorry  that  MTiitelocke^  succeeds  Hewett,  as  I con- 
sider that  district  very  essential  to  the  general  good  of  the 
service,  and  one  that  requires  a diligent  and  a humane  attention,  as 
nothing  can  be  of  greater  consequence  than  the  care  of  the  recruits 
at  the  depot,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  sent  out  to  their 
regiments.  Nothing  however,  I beheve,  is  thought  of  consequence 
in  which  the  Guards  are  not  concerned.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge  ^ 
has  got  the  Home  Department,  and  has  commenced  a correspond- 
ence with  me  about  the  Tower  Hamlet  volunteers.  He  has  ap- 
pointed a Brigadier-General  Turner,  ^ whom  I never  heard  of,  but 
find  by  the  list  of  the  army  to  be  a Guardsman,  to  act  under  him. 

You  are  now  I conclude  settled  at  Russel  Farm,  going  up  occa- 
sionally for  a day  or  two  in  the  week  ; I shall  however  direct  to 
London,  as  you  will  have  papers  daily  sent  to  you  from  the  Board. 
It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  that  the  sea  ah  has  perfectly  re- 
established the  health  of  Mrs.  Ross  and  of  Charles.  My  young 
people  are  perfectly  well  and  very  riotous. 

Raymond  informs  me  that  the  encampment  on  the  Curragh  of 
about  12,000  men  for  five  weeks,  by  the  good  management  of 
Hardfield,  will  not  cost  more  than  6000?.  But  the  temporary  for- 


‘ William  Skelton,  Lieut.  R.N.,  d.  1809, 
unmarried. 

2 Major,  afterwards  Lieut. -General,  White- 
locke.  Colonel  89th  Regt.  After  having  served 
in  the  West  Indies  and  various  other  places, 
he  was  intrusted  with  the  command  of  the 
expedition  against  Buenos  Ayres  in  1807, 
which  ended  in  a very  discreditable  repulse  of 
the  British  army.  He  was  brought  to  a 
Court-Martial,  Jan.  28,  1808,  for  his  con- 
duct on  this  occasion  ; some  of  the  charges 
were  capital,  but  he  was  only  sentenced  to 
bo  cashiered.  The  KJitor’s  father  was  a 


member  of  that  Court-Martial, 

^ The  Duke  of  Cambridge,  K.G.,  b.  Feb. 
24,  1774,  d.  July  8,  1850  ; m.  May  7,  1818, 
Augusta  Wilhelmina  Louisa,  dau.  of  Frede- 
rick, Landgrave  of  Hesse  Cassel.  A Field-Mar- 
shal and  Colonel  of  the  Coldstream  Guards. 
Viceroy  of  Hanover  from  Dec.  1813  to  the 
accession  of  Queen  Victoria. 

Brigadier,  afterwards  General,  Sir  Tom- 
kins Hilgrove  Turner,  Colonel  19th  regiment, 
b.  about  1760,  d.  May,  1843.  Originally  in 
the  3rd  Guai  ds. 
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tifications  on  the  Shannon,  and  the  martello  towers  that  are  con- 
structing between  Bray  Head  and  the  Black  Bock  will  be  more 
expensive.  I know  not  what  the  former  are,  but  I can  safely  pro- 
nounce the  latter  to  be  totally  useless. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquls  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Aug.  6,  i804. 

. . . After  the  immense  sum  of  money  which  Govern- 

ment has  expended  to  build  sufficient  barracks  to  contain  a very 
large  garrison  at  Ipswich  and  at  Colchester,  the  greater  part  of  the 
troops  from  the  former  place  are  gone  to  encamp  on  Lexden  Heath, 
near  Colchester;  John  Bull’s  pocket  does  not  seem  to  be  much 
spared  in  these  encampments,  and  marches,  and  countermarches. 
The  staff  in  Kent  seems  to  be  calculated  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  the  defence  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  Sff  David. 
However  he  may  succeed  with  other  people,  I think  he  cannot 
persuade  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Melville  that  he  is  a clever  fellow ; 
and  surely  they  must  have  too  much  sense  to  believe  that  it  is 
possible  that  a man  without  talents,  and  who  can  neither  write  nor 
talk  intelligibly,  can  be  a good  General. 

The  papers  talk  of  the  Admiral  having  been  in  town,  and  of 
his  being  to  go  out  in  the  first  ship  that  sails  to  join  the  fleet,  but 
I have  heard  nothing  of  the  matter.  I have  received  only  two 
letters  from  him,  the  first  was  written  just  before  he  left  the  fleet ; 
in  the  last,  dated  from  Hampshire,  he  talked  of  the  length  of  time 
that  it  would  take  to  dock  the  Yille  de  Paris,  and  stated  his  readi- 
ness to  go  out  in  any  vessel  to  join  the  fleet,  if  it  was  thought 
likely  that  the  French  would  come  out;  these  sentiments  agree 
very  well  with  the  newspaper  account.  I confess  that  I never  felt 
more  disappointed  than  at  his  not  shifting  his  flag ; it  would  have 
been  purchasing  great  reputation  and  popularity  at  a cheap  rate, 
for  after  having  been  off  Brest  a whole  winter,  it  can  be  no  great 
punishment  to  remain  a month  or  six  weeks  in  August.  In  his 
letter  to  me  he  talked  of  not  being  able  to  take  officers  out  of  his 
ship,  and  I am  convinced  that  he  determined  to  come  home  in  the 
ship  from  some  trifling  consideration  of  that  kind. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lteut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  . Cuifovd,  Aug.  9, 1804. 

I liaA^e  to  acknoAvledge  yonr  letters  dated  the  7th  and  8th, 
for  which  I am  much  obliged  to  you.  The  intelligence,  however, 
contained  in  the  last,  if  it  should  prove  true,  as  I am  too  much  in- 
clined to  suspect,  is  so  disastrous  as  to  drive  aAvay  every  other  con- 
sideration from  our  thoughts.^ 

Lord  Melville  quite  won  the  Admiral’s  heart  at  their  interview. 
I much  apprehend  that  the  latter  will  not  get  out  of  the  Channel 
with  the  winds  that  we  have  had,  and  I should  be  very  sorry  that 
any  little  atfair  should  happen,  even  of  such  a nature  that  could 
not  have  admitted  of  his  personal  ^participation,  before  he  resumes 
the  command. 

I have  written  this  scrawl  in  great  haste,  with  the  children 
making  a great  noise  about  me.  Yours,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Cuiford,  Aug.  12, 1804. 

The  Admiral  I see  was  driven  back,  and,  as  the  winds  have 
been  for  some  time,  is  probably  still  at  Spithead  or  St.  Helens. 

The  first  grand  faux  pas  that  he  made  in  ’96,  and  this  second 
mistake,  which  might  have  proved  fatal  for  the  future  repose  and 
comfort  of  his  life,  have  both  been  occasioned  by  his  attachment  to 
AYhitby,^  and  his  earnest  desire  to  have  him  for  Captain  of  his 
ship.  What  trifles  direct  the  fortune  of  men  whom  nature  has 
qualified  to  be  great  I I should  conceive  that  by  this  time  it 
must  be  in  a degree  ascertained  whether  Gantheaume’s  ^ Squadron 
had  troops  on  board,  which  would  enable  our  Government  to  form 
some  guess  at  their  probable  destination. 

Mr.  Pitt’s  mind  must  have  been  perfectly  easy  about  the 
defence  of  the  country,  after  the  dinner  you  mention  ; indeed  his 
Kentish  staff  must  give  confidence  to  the  most  desponding  coward. 


^ Francis  II.  had  renounced  the  title  of  Em- 
peror of  Germany,  assumed  that  of  Emperor 
of  Austria,  and  recognised  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
as  Emperor  of  France. 

2 Captain  John  Whitby,  a Post  Captain  of 
1793,  d.  1806. 

^ Comte  Honore  Gantheaume,  son  of  a 
captain  of  a merchantman,  b.  April  13, 
1755,  d.  Sept.  28,  1818,  a Pair  de  France. 
He  commanded  the  Mourion,  which  carried 


Bonaparte  from  Egypt  to  Frejus.  It  repeat- 
edly happened,  while  commanding  at  Brest, 
that,  after  putting  to  sea,  he  returned  to 
port  without  going  further  than  Bertheaume, 
a small  village  on  that  coast ; 

Vaissf’aux  lest^s,  tgte  sans  lest, 

Aiiisi  part  I’Amiral  Gantheaume. 

11  s’en  va  de  Bre>t  a Bcrtlieaume, 

Et  revieiit  de  Bertheaume  a Brest. 
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I wrote  a few  lines  to  Lord  Melville,  upon  his  interview  with 
the  xidmiral,  and  had  a very  kind  answer ; he  is  I believe  inclined 
to  be  on  the  old  footing  of  friendship  with  me,  but  I do  not  feel 
certain  that  Pitt  is  in  the  same  mind.^  Brome  is  desirous  of 
obtaining  leave  of  absence  after  the  15th  of  September,  as  Lady 
Louisa  expects  (o  be  brought  to  bed  early  in  October.  I have 
promised  to  write  to  Calvert  ^ to  desire  him  to  sound  the  Duke  of 
York,  but  the  regular  application  must,  I conclude,  be  transmitted 
by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  district.  It  is  not,  I think, 
probable  that,  at  so  late  a period  of  the  season,  H.K.H.  will  object, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  his  leave  of  absence. 

I have  for  some  days  had  a very  troublesome  cold,  and  little 
Louisa  ^ has  a cough,  which  they  think  may  ultimately  prove  the 
hooping-cough,  although  there  are  at  present  no  positive  appear- 
ances of  it.  Yours  most  truly, 

COKNWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Ln:uT. -General  Koss. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Sept.  2, 1804. 

I yesterday  received  your  letter,  dated  the  31st,  enclosing 
a Calcutta  gazette,  which  indeed  I had  seen  before,  and  which  is 
perfectly  in  character.  Speke  must  be  much  altered  if  he  is 
pleased  with  being  the  first  figure  in  those  scenes  of  fiattery  and 
adulation. 

People  seem  to  expect  an  attack  from  Boulogne  ; I still,  however, 
retain  my  opinion  that  such  a measm*e  is  nearly  impracticable,  as  a 
combination  of  many  improbable  circumstances  are  necessary  in 
order  to  carry  it  into  execution,  which  every  day,  as  the  season 
advances,  are  less  likely  to  occur. 

General  Mackenzie,  on  seeing  Calvert’s  letter  to  me,  not  only 
agreed  most  readily  to  forward  Brome’s  application  for  two  months’ 
leave  of  absence  from  the  14th  of  this  month,  but  said  that  he  had 
liimself  a power  of  giving  leave  for  a fortnight,  and  encouraged 
Brome  and  Lady  Louisa  to  set  out  for  Thoresby  after  the  review  of 
his  regiment,  which  was  to  take  place  yesterday. 

They  are  to  be  here  on  Thursday  next  the  6th  instant,  and  we 

> It  was  the  impression  on  Loi-d  Sidmouth’s  (so  created  Dec.  3,1818),  G.C.B,,  Colonel  14th 
mind,  as  the  Editor  has  often  heard  him  say,  regiment,  and  Lieutenant-Governor  Chelsea 
that  Mr.  Pitt  was  offended  at  Lord  Corn-  Hospital;  b.  March,  1762,  d.  Sept.  3,  1826 ; 
wallis  supporting  him,  then  Mr.  Addington,  m.  June  8,  1799,  Caroline,  dau.  of  Henry 
to  the  close  of  his  administration.  The  above  Kammersley,  Esq. 

remark  seems  to  confirm  that  view.  ^ Louisa,  2nd  dau.  of  Viscount  Brome,  b. 

2 Colonel  Calvert,  then  Adjutant-General,  Feb.  24,  1801. 
afterwaids  General  Sir  Harry  Calvert,  Bart. 
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shall  all  go  to  Brome  together  on  Saturday  the  8th.  Little  liOiiisa 
is  perfectly  recovered ; so  that  our  family  affairs  are  all  smooth  at 
present.  I have  no  confidence  in  the  health  of  a certain  personage, 
and  although  I am  more  an  infidel  than  most  people  about  a 
flotilla  invasion,  I have  as  gloomy  thoughts  as  any  man  on  the 
state  of  public  affairs. 

The  Admiral,  I conclude,  has  by  this  time  resumed  his  com- 
mand, although  I believe  that  no  accounts  of  it  have  been  received. 
AVhen  he  was  at  Portsmouth  I sent  him  my  reasons  in  detail  for 
doubting  of  the  practicability  of  the  flotilla  attack,  and  he  said  in 
answer  that  he  perfectly  agreed  with  me.  Yours,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Bear  Ross,  Brome,  SejA.  ll,  1804. 

The  account  you  give  of  a certain  personage  is  truly 
lamentable.  To  what  scenes  of  faction  and  confusion  may  we  not 
look  forward  ? 

I did  not  expect  any  very  satisfactory  answer  to  my  letter,^  but 
1 thought  as  an  old  friend  and  colleague,  I might  have  had  two  or 
three  civil  lines,  mais  il  faut  se  consoler,  and  indeed  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  it  is  not  probable  that  he  would  have  the  power  to 
do  me  any  essential  kindness.  I know  of  no  offence  that  I can 
have  committed,  except  by  voting  to  the  end  of  Addington’s  Ad- 
ministration, with  six  of  his  present  brethren  in  the  Cabinet. 

Whatever  my  opinion  may  be  of  the  probability  of  invasion, 
1 perfectly  approve  of  taking  the  most  vigorous  measures  both  by 
land  and  sea  to  frustrate  the  attempt.  We  have  too  much  at  stake 
to  1-un  any  hazards.  Believe  me,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Rev.  B.  Grisdale. 

Dear  Grisdale,  Cuiford,  Oct.  e,  i804. 

I have  received  your  letter,  dated  the  1st  of  this  month, 
and  am  concerned  to  hear  so  melancholy  an  account  of  poor 
Lothian ; the  course  of  his  life  has  not  been  such  as  to  improve 
his  constitution,  and  his  abandoning,  as  he  has  of  late  years,  all 
idea  of  air  and  exercise,  must  I am  afraid  soon  destroy  him.  God 


* Tins  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt  cannot  be  found. 
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knows  wliat  is  to  become  of  Lord  Charles,^  or  indeed  of  Lady  Eliza- 
beth or  Sidney.^ 

Lady  Louisa  is  expecting  about  the  end  of  this  month,  and  she 
has  to  my  great  satisfaction  determined  to  remain  here,  which  will, 
in  my  opinion,  be  better  for  herself,  as  well  as  much  more  con- 
venient for  the  rest  of  the  family.  I sincerely  hope  that  she  will 
have  no  more  daughters,  as  I do  not  see  a possibility  of  an  ade- 
quate provision  being  made  for  them. 

I know  nothing  of  public  affairs,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
Lord  Melville  who  has  behaved  to  me  with  his  accustomed  kind- 
ness, I have  not  been  in  the  most  distant  manner  noticed  by  the 
present  Administration.  I have  very  little  apprehension  of  inva- 
sion, by  any  means,  and  by  that  of  a flotilla,  I conceive  it  to  be 
almost  entirely  impossible.  The  expense,  however,  in  both  men 
and  money  is  most  ruinous,  and  I dare  not  flatter  myself  that  I shall 
ever  see  au  end  to  the  war.  Believe  me  to  be,  &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Oct.  u,  1804. 

If  your  account  of  Lord  Wellesley’s  conduct  did  not  come 
from  so  good  authority,  I should  scarcely  believe  it  possible  that 
after  having  escaped  the  extreme  hazards  to  which  our  interests  in 
India  were  at  various  times  exposed  during  the  late  contests  with 
the  Marattas,  he  should  so  soon,  not  only  wantonly,  but,  according 
to  Charles  Grant’s  statement,  criminally  involve  liimself  in  all  the 
''difflculties  of  another  war  against  an  able  and  powerful  Chief  of  that 
nation.^  I should  conceive  that  the  Ministers  would  be  inclined  to 
bring  him  away,  although  they  might  be  disposed  to  let  liim  down 
easy. 

If  it  should  be  thought  that  a temporary  appointment  from 
hence  ought  to  be  made  previously  to  Barlow^’s  assuming  the 
Government,  circumstanced  as  I am,  I should  not  refuse. 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  called  to  Walmer  the  day  before  he  w^as 
to  have  come  to  us,  which  I regretted,  as  I should  have  liked  to 
have  had  some  conversation  with  him.  Lord  and  Lady  Hinchin- 


^ Lord  Charles  Kerr,  son  of  William,  5th  ^ Lord  Wellesley  declared  war  against 
Marquis  of  Lothian,  b.  July  19,  1775,  d,  Holkar,  April,  1804.  Colonel  Monson’s  de- 
March  20,  1816  ; m.  Oct.  10,  1799,  Eliza-  feat  took  place  in  July,  and  peace  was  not 

beth,  dau.  of  William  Crump,  Esq.  * re-established  when  Lord  Cornwallis  returned 

2 Caroline  Sidney,  sister  of  Lord  Chailes,  to  India  in  1805. 
b.  Sept.  8,  1766,  d.  Feb.  1829  unm. 
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brook ' and  Lord  Waldegrave  ^ are  here,  the  latter  is  so  shy  that  it 
is  not  easy  to  get  much  acquainted  with  him. 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

Cornwallis. 

ISIarquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Eoss,  Cuifovd,  Oct.  is,  i804. 

Marsden  arrived  in  time  for  our  dinner  on  Monday,  and 
left  us  about  one  o’clock  yesterday,  to  go  across  the  country  to 
Ireland. 

I do  not  conceive  that  the  present  plan  of  governing  Ireland  by 
a King’s  lieutenant  acting  nnder  a Minister’s  deputy,  can  long 
succeed,  especially  when  the  said  deputy  declares  himself  highly 
discontented,  and  dissatisfied  with  the  Minister  who  appointed  him, 
when  he  possesses  both  the  abilities  and  inclination  to  be  factious, 
and  by  his  intemperate  violence  was  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
precipitating  that  unfortunate  island  into  rebellion,  at  the  very 
moment  in  which  this  country,  beset  with  dangers  on  all  sides,  and 
without  any  disposable  force,  was  least  prepared  to  meet  such  a 
calamity.  . . . 

Believe  me  to  be  most  truly  yours, 

Cornwallis. 

iMARyuis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Eoss,  Cuiford,  Oct.  23,  i8u4. 

I have  just  received  your  letter,  dated  the  21st,  and  have 
only  time  to  say  in  answer  that  you  may  be  assured  that  no  con- 
sideration would  prevail  upon  me  at  present  to  go  to  town,  or  to 
appear  to  have  any  feeling  about  the  business  but  that  of  willing- 
ness to  sacrifice  some  part  of  the  small  remainder  of  my  life  to  the 
public  service,  if  it  should  appear  to  Government  and  myself  that 
any  benefit  could  be  derived  from  my  resuming  for  a short  period 
the  management  of  afiahs  in  India. 

Yours  most  truly, 

Cornwallis. 

^ George  John  Lord  Hiuchinbrook,  after-  still  (^1859)  alh^e. 
wards,  June  6,  1814,  6th  Eai  l of  Sandwich,  ^ John  James,  6th  Earl  Waldegrave,  b. 
b.  March  5,  1773,  d.  May  20,  1818  ; m.  July  July  30,  1785,  d.  July  30,  1835  ; m.  Oct. 
9,  1804,  Luuisa,  dau.  of  Arinar,  l^t  Earl  of  30,  1815,  Anne,  dau.  of  Mr.  William  King. 
Belmorc.  She  Wiis  b.  April  3,  1781,  and  is 
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Maequis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Oct.  24,  i804. 

Altliougli  I was  busy  yesterday  morning  (as  the  justices 
were  to  come  and  sanction  the  turning  of  our  road,  and  I was 
engaged  afterwards  to  shoot  with  Sir  Charles  Davers),  I could  not 
allow  you  to  remain  for  twenty-four  hours  longer  than  it  was 
absolutely  necessary,  with  any  doubt  upon  your  mind  with  regard 
to  my  going  to  town. 

Nothing  could  induce  me  to  return  to  India  but  the  firm  per- 
suasion that  it  was  the  earnest  wish  of  Government  and  of  the 
respectable  part  of  the  Directors. 

If  I stood  on  less  independent  ground,  I might  sacrifice  my 
own  good  name  without  being  able  to  render  any  essential  service 
to  my  country. 

It  is  a desperate  act  to  embark  for  India  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  ; prepared,  however,  as  I am  to  forego  all  further  comforts  and 
gratifications  in  this  world  for  the  sake  of  my  family,  I cannot 
sacrifice  my  character  and  my  honour. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Earl  of  Fingall. 

- [Private.] 

My  dear  Lord,  Cuiford,  Nov.  le,  i804. 

I yesterday  received  yom’  kind  letter,  dated  the  8th  instant, 
and  am  truly  sensible  of  the  flattering  confidence  with  which  you 
honour  me. 

Your  Lordship  had  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  earnest 
endeavours  of  my  Administration,  to  put  an  end  to  those  civil  and 
religious  animosities  which  had  so  long  distracted  the  country 
committed  to  my  charge,  and  which,  at  the  time  of  my  appoint- 
ment, raged  with  so  much  violence  as  imminently  to  tlmeaten  its 
immediate  destruction.  I succeeded  in  some  degree,  partly  by 
example  and  representation,  and  sometimes  by  a little  exercise  of 
authority,  to  put  a stop  to  those  acts  of  violence,  or  summary 
justice,  which  the  horrors  of  rebellion  had  introduced.  But  I felt 
it  to  be  necessary  to  act  with  more  circumspection  in  my  attempt 
to  apply  an  effectual  remedy  for  the  religious  distractions. 

However  persuaded  I might  be  that  the  abolition  of  certain 
civil  disqualifications  and  exclusions  on  account  of  theological 
differences,  would  tend  to  allay  those  feuds  and  jealousies  which 
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were  so  prejudicial  to  the  state,  I was  at  the  same  time  of  opinion, 
that  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  remove  them  might  increase  the 
evil.  I proceeded  therefore  with  the  utmost  secrecy  in  all  the 
steps  which  I took  to  promote  that  desirable  object,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  explosion  which  so  unfortunately  took  place  in 
England,  it  would  not  in  all  probability  be  publicly  known  in 
either  country  that  such  a measure  had  been  in  agitation.  Eetired 
as  I now  am  from  public  life  and  from  all  political  connexions,  it 
may  appear  presumptuous  in  me  to  speak  decidedly  ; but  I am 
most  firmly  of  opinion  that  an  appeal  to  the  Legislature  however 
moderate,  at  this  period,  will  not  succeed,  and  that,  if  supported  by 
factious  violence,  it  will,  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country,  create  much  dissatisfaction  in  the  minds  of  well-disposed 
persons,  and  have  a very  unfavourable  effect  on  a future  occasion 
when  the  question  might,  with  more  propriety,  be  introduced. 

I am  sensible  of  the  difficulties  under  wliich  your  Lordship 
labours,  and  should  lament  on  every  account  both  public  and 
private,  any  diminution  of  your  influence ; but  I think  for  the 
satisfaction  of  your  own  mind,  as  well  as  for  the  general  welfiire  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  that  you  should  earnestly  recommend  that  the 
question  might  be  postponed,  and  that,  if  you  cannot  prevail,  you 
should  declare  your  total  disapprobation  of  any  intemperate  pro- 
ceedings, which  might  tend  to  increase  those  heats  and  animosities 
that,  however  they  may  difler  about  the  means,  it  must  be  the  wish 
of  all  good  subjects,  and  honest  and  benevolent  men  to  compose. 

I have  written  to  you,  my  dear  Lord,  the  sentiments  of  a 
private  friend  who  is  biassed  by  no  selfish  political  views,  and  who 
sincerely  wishes  well  to  all  liis  fellov/  subjects  of  every  persuasion, 
who  in  this  hour  of  danger  will  look,  as  their  first  object,  to  the 
preservation  of  their  country.  x have,  &c., 

COENVf  ALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lilut.-Gexeral  Ross. 

Dear  Loss,  Cuiford,  Dec.  e,  i804. 

Lord  Castlereagh  came  here  yesterday  early  from  Lord 
Paget’s,^  and  as  it  Avas  a rainy  day,  we  had  an  immediate  con- 

1 Henry  William,  Lord  Paget,  afterwards,  M.P.  Carnarvon  Boroughs  Xov.  1790  to 
51  arch  13,  1812,  4th  Eail  of  Uxbiidge,  and  1796,  then  51elborne  Port  to  June,  1804. 
made,  June  23,1815,  Slarquis  of  Anglesey,  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  from  5Iarch,  1828, 
b.  May  17, 1768,  d.  April  29,  1854 ; m.  1st,  to  5Iarch,  1829,  and  from  Dec.  1830  to  Sept. 
July  25,  1795,  Caroline  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  1833.  Blaster-General  of  the  Ordnance  from 
George,  4th  Earl  of  Jersey;  2iid,  1810,  April,  1827,  to  April,  1828,  and  from  July, 
Charlotte,  dan.  of  Charles,  1st  Earl  Cadogan.  1846,  to  Blarch,  1852. 

A Field  Marshal  and  Colonel  of  the  Blues. 
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versatiou  on  the  papers  which  he  had  previously  sent  to  me.  He 
told  me  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  entered  thoroughly  into  the  business, 
and,  altliough  he  was  disposed  to  show  Lord  W.  all  the  attention 
which  the  circumstances  could  admit,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  he  had  acted  most  imprudently  and  illegally,  and  that  he 
could  not  be  suffered  to  remain  in  the  Government.  He  then  said 
that  Mr.  P.,  Lord  M.,  and  himself,  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
of  the  utmost  advantage  to  tliis  country  that  I should  succeed  him  ; 
that  Barlow  or  any  Company’s  servant  was  at  present  out  of  the 
question.  I answered  that  they  might  easily  suppose  that  it  was 
no  pleasant  undertaking  for  a man  of  my  age,  but  as  I had  still 
good  health,  and  felt  myself,  in  times  like  the  present,  rather 
awkwardly  circumstanced  by  being  totally  laid  aside,  I would  not 
refuse  any  situation  in  which  it  was  thought  I might  be  useful ; the 
mischief,  however,  I observed,  had  gone  so  far  as  to  render  it  very 
difficult  to  apply  a remedy.  Lord  C.  replied  that  they  were  well 
aware  that  the  subsidiary  treaties  could  not  at  present  be  done 
away,^  but  that  it  was  highly  necessary  to  bring  back  tilings  to  the 
state  which  the  Legislature  had  prescribed,  that  they  would  talk 
the  business  over  with  me  frequently  dm’ing  the  winter,  and  should 
wish  me  to  embark  about  the  time  that  would  carry  me  to  Bengal 
by  the  latter  end  of  the  south-west  monsoon. 

I have  no  time  to  write  more  at  present. 

Yours  most  truly, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Boss. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuifoi-d,  Dec.  7,  i804. 

I have  little  at  present  to  add  to  the  information  wliich  I 
gave  you  yesterday.  I pressed  Lord  C.  strongly  for  as  much  assu- 
rance as  the  nature  of  the  case  could  admit,  of  Barlow’s  beinsr 
named  in  succession  to  me ; but  he  did  not  give  much  encourage- 
ment on  that  head,  intimating  that  the  inveteracy  of  the  Court  of 
Directors  against  Lord  W.  had  produced  a disinclination  in  that 
quarter  towards  Barlow.  Amongst  other  charges,  Lord  W.  is 
attacked  on  account  of  the  order  for  the  commencement  of  hosti- 
lities against  Holkar  being  signed  only  by  himself,  without  any 

1 Lord  Wellesley  had  entered  into  treaties  break  out.  These  were  called  Subsidiary 
with  many  of  the  native  princes,  under  Treaties,  and  the  Court  of  Directors  had  dis- 
which  they  were  bound,  in  return  for  the  approved  of  this  system,  which  they  thougb.t 
guarantee  given  by  the  English,  to  provide  a veiy  onerous  upon  them.  See  Wellesley 
certain  fixed  number  of  troops  to  be  at  the  Papers,  vol.  iii..  Introduction,  p.  xxvi.  etseo. 
disposal  of  the  Company,  if  a war  should 
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notification  of  its  being  done  with  the  concurrence  of  his  Council. 
Lord  C.  asked  me  in  what  cases  the  Governor  General’s  signature 
alone  was  used ; I said  that  I could  not  at  this  distance  of  time 
charge  my  memory  exactly,  but  that  I thouglit  it  was  in  the 
correspondence  with  the  Princes  of  the  country,  and  with  our 
Residents  at  their  Com-ts,  but  that  they  were  either  read  in  Council 
or  circulated  to  the  Members.^ 

If  your  recollection  is  clearer  than  mine  on  this  subject,  you 
will  let  me  know.  . . . 

Yours,  most  sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Lear  Ross,  Culford,  Dec.  26,  1804. 

Your  letter  dated  the  23rd  has  afforded  me  much  satis- 
faction, and  I shall  in  future  not  forget  to  recommend  secresy  on 
similar  occasions. 

Lord  Castlereagh  writes  to  me  from  the  Priory  Lee.  24th.  “ I 

am  just  returned  from  Coombe  (Lord  Hawkesbury’s),  Pitt  and 
Addington  met  yesterday  and  again  this  morning,  their  interview 
was  long,  and  I have  reason  to  know  entirely  satisfactory  to  both 
then'  feelings.  There  is  every  prospect  of  their  being  perfectly 
restored  to  old  habits,  both  public  and  private.” 

Yours,  most  sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Best  respects  to  Lord  and  Lady  Spencer  ; you  need  not  however 
tell  them  all  I say  of  the  interview. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Lear  Ross,  Cuiford,  Jan.  4,  isos. 

I conclude  that  this  letter  will  find  you  at  Russell  Farm,  as 
you  mentioned  in  a former  letter  that  you  should  return  thither  in 
the  week  after  Christmas. 

I yesterday  received  a letter  from  Lord  Castlereagh,  informing 
me  that  on  Wednesday  last  the  Chairs  would  give  notice,  and  on 
the  Wednesday  following  propose  to  the  Court  my  nomination  to 


‘ The  only  occasions  on  which  the  Governor-  native  Princes,  and  then  the  letters  were 
Geneial  signed  alone  were  when  he  wrote  to  countersigned  by  the  Persian  translator. 
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the  Supreme  Government,  and  that  therefore  there  would  be  no 
occasion  for  reserve  upon  the  subject. 

I propose  to  be  in  town  on  the  16th,  and  shall  set  about  my 
preparations  in  earnest.  I cannot  make  up  my  mind  about  any 
person  or  persons  to  accompany  me ; if  Eobinson  would  go,  he 
would  be  in  my  opinion  the  most  useful  man  that  I could  take ; 
but  he  is  attached  to  his  family,  has  other  views,  and  would  not 
return  willingly  to  India. 

Lady  Louisa  had  determined  to  remain  in  the  country  all  the 
winter,  but  as  I must  have  an  establishment  in  town,  the  family 
will  come  up  in  the  beginning  of  February,  and  I shall  endeavour 
to  persuade  Brome  to  accompany  me  for  the  birthday  and  meeting 
of  Parliament,  after  which  he  may  return,  until  the  whole  move. 
I have  had  no  conversation  with  Lady  L.  on  the  subject  of  my 
going,  poor  Mary  is  very  melancholy. 

Lord  C.  adds  in  his  letter — “ I have  only  to  confirm  that  the 
reconciliation  in  which  you  felt  so  much  interest  seems  to  have 
given  great  satisfaction  to  the  parties,  as  well  as  to  their  mutual 
friends.” 

Believe  me  to  be,  with  the  greatest  regard,  most  sincerely 

COKN  WALLIS. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  jan.  7,  i805. 

I yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  5th,  as  well  as  the 
letter  from  the  Chairs,  wliich  I answered  in  a few  civil  lines, 
saying — “ that  although  the  time  of  life  at  which  I had  arrived, 
ought  to  make  me  hesitate  at  the  thoughts  of  again  embarking  in 
so  arduous  an  undertaking,  yet  I owed  too  much  to  the  East  India 
Company  to  admit  of  my  offering  any  excuse,  when  their  partial 
opinion  should  induce  them  to  think  that  my  services  might  be 
essentially  useful.”  There  was  no  direct  attack  on  Lord  W.  in 
their  letter,  but  it  contained  some  allusions  not  very  favourable. 

I have  received  no  offer  but  from  Welsh,  to  whom  I sent  a kind 
answer,  but  said  that  I would  on  no  account  be  the  occasion  of 
taking  him  from  his  family,  unless  I could  place  him  in  a situation 
that  would  be  likely  to  improve  the  future  comforts  of  liis  life, 
which  was  a matter  of  some  difficulty.  I should  doubt  his  being 
equal  to  the  business  of  private  Secretary,  and  you  know  he  cannot 
be  Military  Secretary.  I am  almost  tempted  to  get  Eobinson 
sounded,  as  I think  him  in  every  respect  the  fittest  person ; and  it 
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surely  must  be  a great  object  to  him,  as  I have  understood  that  he 
is  pinched  in  his  circumstances. 

If  I should  ascertain  that  there  will  be  a levee  on  Wednesday, 
I shall  go  up  on  Tuesday ; if  that  should  not  be  the  case,  either  on 
Wednesday,  or  Thursday,  of  which  I shall  apprise  you. 

With  regard  to  my  departoe  for  India,  I can  have  no  reason 
to  wish  for  a longer  delay  than  a month  or  six  weeks  for  my  pre- 
parations, except  from  my  doubt  of  Lord  Wellesley’s  coming  away 
in  the  course  of  this  season.  Should  I arrive  in  July  and  find  him 
there,  you  will  be  sensible  that  I must  be  very  unpleasantly  cir- 
cumstanced for  three  or  four  months. 

I sent  yesterday  a letter  for  Barlow,  to  be  forwarded  by  the 
first  safe  conveyance,  in  which  I have  explained  to  him  what  has 
passed  relative  to  my  appointment,  and  to  the  prospect  of  his  suc- 
cession ; I shall  in  a few  days  send  a duplicate,  to  be  transmitted 
by  the  second  good  opportunity. 

It  is  not  probable  that  I could  conveniently  go  to  Kussell  Farm 
after  the  birthday,  and  I am  therefore  glad  that  you  have  deter- 
mined to  come  to  town  at  the  time  you  mention. 

Believe  me  to  be,  most  truly  yours, 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 


Dear  Ross,  Cuiford,  Jan.  9,  1805. 

Your  letter  of  the  6th  gave  me  great  satisfaction,  and  I 
wrote  immediately  to  Robinson  in  the  manner  you  proposed. 

I this  day  received  a very  kind  offer  from  Captain  Gore  ^ of  the 
Medusa  to  carry  me  out,  which  would  be  very  agreeable  to  me,  as 
I should  feel  so  much  at  my  ease  on  board  of  liis  ship.  Dick  ^ also 
has  offered  to  go  with  me,  but  as  he  rather  stated  it  as  an  atten- 
dance upon  myself  and  family,  I told  him  that  if  he  chose  to  return 
to  India,  I should  be  glad  to  show  him  every  kindness  in  my 
power  [ but  that  I did  not  like  to  ask  the  Court  of  Directors  to  let 
me  take  a physician  to  attend  me,  as  it  might  subject  me  to  a 
degree  of  ridicule  on  the  score  of  alarm  about  my  health,  which  I 
was  conscious  I did  not  merit.  Loi'd  Cornwallis  embarked  with  his 


1 Captain,  aftei'wards  Vice-Admiral,  Sir 
John  Gore,  K.C.B.,  son  of  Colonel  Gore, 
Lieat.-Colonel  of  the  33rd,  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
own  regiment;  d.  Aug.  21,  1836;  m.  Aug. 
1.5,  1808,  Georgiana,  dan.  of  Admiral  Sir 
George  Montagu,  G.C.B. 

Dr.  William  Dick,  who  ha  I been  Lord 


Cornwallis’s  physician  in  India,  b.  Dec.  25, 
1758,  d.  Jan.  1821 ; m.  1786,  Charlotte, 
dau.  of M'Laven,  Esq.  He  was  sin- 

cerely attached  both  to  Lord  Cornwallis  and 
General  Ross,  from  neither  of  whose  families 
would  he  ever  accept  a fee  for  his  professional 
attendance. 
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Secretary  and  his  Physician.  That  miglit  do  very  well  for  Lord 
Glastonbury.  Yours  ever  most  sincerely, 

COENWALLIS. 


Marquis  Corxwallis  to  Sir  John  Kkxnaway. 

IXfiAR  KeNXAWAY,  Culford,  Jan.  13, 1805. 

. . . IproposetoremovetotownonTuesday  next,  and  will 

either  talk  tlie  business  over  with  you  there,  or  give  the  most 
serious  consideration  to  wliat  you  may  write  to  me  on  the  subject, 
notwithstanding  the  distraction  in  which  I live,  of  the  most  absurd 
letters  and  applications. 

If  the  Company  were  to  hire  40  large  vessels,  they  could  not 
carry  half  the  people  that  have  asked  to  go  to  India. 

Believe  me,  &'c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

Dear  Boss,  Cuiford,  Jan.  13, 1805. 

I shall  endeavour  to  be  in  town  by  six  o’clock  on  Tuesday, 
and  will  order  some  little  matter  to  be  prepared  for  our  dinner. 

It  is  all  settled  about  my  going  in  the  Medusa,  and  I have 
received  a letter  from  Fleming,  ^ who  is  in  great  joy  and  determined 
to  return  immediately  to  Bengal,  which  with  liim  Is  a matter  of 
course,  without  asking  any  favour.  I have  told  Fleming  that  if  he 
pleases,  I vill  ask  Captain  Gore  to  give  him  a passage. 

I am  so  stupified  with  the  numberless  absurd  and  ridiculous 
applications  which  I have  received,  that  I scarcely  know  what  I 

Yours  most  truly, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin. 

My  dear  Lord,  Burlington  Street,  Feb.  1,  1805. 

I have  received  your  Grace’s  very  kind  letter,  for  wliich  I 
beg  leave  to  return  you  my  best  acknowledgments.  It  is  with 
great  diffidence  that  I have  undertaken  the  task  imposed  upon  me, 

* Dr.  John  Fleming  had  been  in  Intlia  with  1\I.P.  for  Gatton,  1818  to  1820;  Saltash  to 
Lord  Cornwallis  befoi  e ; d.  Dec.  25,  1827;  1826. 
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of  endeavouring  to  arrange  our  extensive  and  I may  almost  say 
unwieldy  Empire  in  the  East ; but  as  it  was  thought  that  from  my 
name  being  known  amongst  the  native  powers,  I might  find  more 
facility  than  a stranger,  although  I am  of  an  age  more  calculated 
for  retirement,  I did  not  feel  that  I had  a right  to  refuse  my 
services. 

I shall  ever  remember  with  gratitude  the  favour  and  powerful 
assistance  which  I experienced  from  my  numerous  friends  in  Ire- 
land, which  could  alone  have  carried  me  through  the  various  diffi- 
culties wliich  I had  to  encounter,  when  I first  entered  upon  the 
Government  of  that  country. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 


Policy  of  Sir  John  Shore  and  Lord  Wellesley  — General  approbation  of  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  appointment  — His  arrival  at  Calcutta — ^Instructions  to  Lord 
Lake  — Irregular  troops  in  the  Company’s  service  — Policy  towards  Native 
Powers  — ■ Lord  Lake  dissents  from  the  views  of  the  G overnor-General  — 
Decline  of  Lord  Cornwallis’s  health  — His  death  — Marks  of  universal 
esteem  — His  public  conduct  and  private  character. 

Sir  John  Shore  (Lord  Teignmoutli)  succeeded  to  the  supreme 
authority  in  India  on  the  departure  of  Lord  Cornwallis  in  1793. 
The  uniform  policy  of  the  latter  had  been  to  preserve  peace  as 
long  as  it  was  consistent  with  the  honour  and  safety  of  the  State, 
and  to  avoid  being  fettered  by  engagements  with  native  Princes, 
which  might  involve  the  Company  in  difficulties.  Sir  John  Shore 
carried  this  pacific  policy  still  further.  Xo  man  was  ever  more 
anxious  to  execute  all  engagements  with  fidelity ; but  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  his  desire  of  peace  did  not  occasionally  induce 
him  to  adopt  measures  inconsistent  with  existing  treaties. 

Whether  the  conduct  of  Sir  John  Shore  would  have  restored 
tranquillity  to  Hmdostan,  it  is  impossible  to  say,  as  Lord  Morning- 
ton  (Lord  Wellesley),  when  he  became  Governor-General,  disre- 
garding all  that  had  heretofore  passed,  determined  to  pursue  a 
very  different  policy,  and  to  interpose  his  authority  to  settle  the 
disputes  between  the  several  native  Princes.  He  was  equally 
resolved  to  bring  the  various  independent  Powers  under  British 
influence.  His  first  step  was  to  disarm  the  whole  of  the  corps 
formerly  under  the  orders  of  M.  de  Boigne,^  and  to  make  the 
Nizam  dependent  solely  upon  British  councils;  this  he  effected 
without  the  loss  of  a single  life.  In  1803  he  seized  the  first  oppor- 
tunity that  presented  itself,  and  broke  up  with  equal  facility  the 
corps  in  the  service  of  Sindia,  commanded  by  M.  Perron.  ^ 

The  war  with  Tippoo^  broke  out  soon  afterwards,  and  Serin- 


1 When  M.  de  Boigne  returned  to  Europe, 
a M.  Piron,  a Fleming,  succeeded  to  the  com- 
mand, but  he  was  not  equal  to  his  position. 

2 M.  Perron  was  a Frenchman,  and  early 
in  life  entered  a French  corps  in  India  ; b. 
1752,  d.  1834.  He  had  been  second  in  com- 
mand to  M.  Raymond,  and  when  the  latter 

VOL.  III. 


died,  in  1798,  succeeded  to  the  command  of 
the  corps  he  had  levied,  consisting  of  nearly 
20,000  men,  officered  mostly  by  Europeans. 
M.  Perron  quitted  Sindia’s  service  Nov.  1803, 
and  shortly  after  returned  to  Europe. 

® The  French  Government,  and  especially 
the  Colonial  authorities  at  the  Mauritius,  had 
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gapatam  was  taken  May  4,  1799.  This  success  encouraged  Lord 
Wellesley  to  persevere  in  his  system.  Besides  a portion  of 
Mysore,  he  obtained  possession  of  the  Carnatic,  a large  part  of 
Oude,  Cuttack,  Canara,  parts  of  Guzerat,  and  some  districts  on 
the  3Ialabar  coast.  He  further  proposed  to  occupy  the  whole  of 
the  Duab,  Delhi,  Agra,  and  a chain  of  posts  on  the  right  of  the 
Jumna,  and  to  subdue  Bundelcund.  With  the  Princes  beyond 
that  line  of  demarcation  he  was  desirous  of  entering  into  subsidiary 
treaties.  This  desire  of  conquest,  evidently  at  variance  with  the 
spii’it  if  not  with  the  letter  of  the  Act  of  1786,  alarmed  both  the 
Court  of  Directors  and  the  Board  of  Control ; nor  were  they  more 
inclined  to  approve  of  those  subsidiary  treaties,  which  in  the  case 
of  disputes  between  native  Powers,  rendered  British  interference 
almost  inevitable,  and  might  very  probably  involve  the  Company 
in  unadvisable  and  expensive  warfare. 

It  was  vith  a view  to  establish  a more  pacific  line  of  pohcy 
and  to  put  an  end  to  these  schemes  of  conquest,  that  Lord  Corn- 
wallis was  urged  to  accept,  for  the  third  time,  the  office  of  Gover- 
nor-General. 

“No  one  can  be  surprised,”  says  Sir  John  Malcolm,^  an  ardent 
admirer  of  Lord  Wellesley,  that  the  choice  of  Lord  Cornwallis 
met  with  almost  universal  approbation  in  England  at  such  a 
moment ; and  to  those  acquainted  with  that  venerable  nobleman’s 
character,  it  will  be  a subject  of  still  less  surprise,  that  his  accu- 
mulated years  and  infii’mities  did  not  render  him  insensible  to  such 
a call.  Though  his  health  was  in  a very  declining  state,  he  caught 
— vfith  the  enthusiasm  which  belongs  to  good  and  great  minds — 
at  the  prospect  of  performing  one  more  important  service  to  his 
country  before  he  died,  and  he  listened,  as  was  natural,  with 
avidity  to  those,  who,  desirous  of  the  authority  of  his  great  name  to 
their  plans,  represented  to  him  that  his  presence  alone  could  save 
from  inevitable  ruin  the  empire  which  he  had  before  ruled  with  so 
much  glory.” 

Lord  Cornwallis  arrived  in  Calcutta  July  29th,  and  was  sworn 
in  on  the  following  day.  His  first  object  was  to  restore  peace  ; he 
wrote  to  Lord  Lake  to  say  that  he  would  himself  proceed  without 

urged  Tippoo  to  undertake  the  war,  and  had  ental  date  “ L’an  VI.  de  la  Republfque,  une 
furnished  him  with  some  officers,  a few  men,  et  indivisible?” 

a certain  quantity  of  stores,  and  many  pro-  ^ Major-General  Sir  John  Malcolm,  G.C.B., 
clamations.  But  when  these  proclamations  b.  May  2,  1769,  d.  May  31,  1833;  m.  June 
were  to  be  translated  into  Persian  great  diffi-  4,  1807,  Charlotte,  dau.  of  Sir  Archibald 
culties  arose.  For  how  was  it  possible  to  Campbell,  Bart.  Governor  of  Bombay  from 
find  Pei*sian  words  for  “ Liberte',”  “ Frater-  Nov.  1827  to  Dec.  1830.  M.P.  for  Launceston 
nite',”  “Egalite”? — terms  which  no  Eastern  from  1831  to  Dec.  1832. 
could  understand ; or  how  turn  into  an  Ori- 
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delay  to  the  upper  provinces  to  terminate  the  war,  and  he  accord- 
ingly left  Calcutta  on  the  8th  of  August.  Neither  his  time  nor  his 
health — for  he  had  arrived  in  India  much  indisposed — allowed  him 
to  enter  personally  upon  many  of  the  subjects  that  required  his. 
interference,  and  he  was  therefore  compelled  to  leave  to  his  Council 
the  management  of  all  those  details  which,  during  his  first  admi- 
nistration, had  always  engaged  his  most  sedulous  attention. 

But  there  was  one  exception.  Before  he  proceeded  to  the 
north w^ard,  he  wrote  in  strong  terms  on  the  question  of  the  irre- 
gular cavalry.  He  considered  those  corps  to  be  an  unnecessary 
drain  on  the  Company’s  finances,  and  ordered  them  to  be  greatly 
reduced,  if  not  entirely  disbanded,  as  soon  as  money  could  be 
obtained  to  discharge  their  arrears  of  pay.  Lord  Lake  had 
adopted  the  views  of  Lord  Wellesley,  from  whom  he  had  received 
a despatch  dated  July  25th,  fully  ajl^roving  of  all  he  had  done, 
and  he  was  therefore  completely  opposed  to  the  policy  of  Lord 
Cornwallis.  Colonel  Malcolm  also  preferred  rather  to  resign  his 
appointments  than  to  carry  out  instructions  contrary  to  his  own 
opinions.  But  neither  this  circumstance,  nor  the  remonstrances 
of  Lord  Lake,  could  deter  Lord  Cornwallis  from  persevering  in  the 
course  which  he  thought  right,  and  he  was  willing  to  make  great 
concessions  for  the  re-establishment  of  peace.  His  views  upon  the 
subject  are  embodied  in  the  despatch  of  September  19th. 

The  state  of  Lord  Cornwallis’s  health  rendered  it  advisable 
that  he  should  travel  as  much  as  possible  by  w^ater ; but  in  spite 
of  every  precaution  liis  bodily  and  mental  exertions  proved  too 
great  for  his  enfeebled  frame.  During  the  last  month  of  his  life 
it  was  only  for  some  hours  of  each  day  that  he  was  able  to  attend 
to  business,  though  his  mind  was  as  clear  and  fii’m  as  ever,  until 
within  a week  or  ten  days  of  his  death.  He  reached  Ghazipore 
September  27,  and  died  there  October  5,  1805. 

“Thus,”  says  Sir  John  Malcolm,  “closed  the  life  of  this  dis- 
tinguished nobleman,  whose  memory  will  be  revered,  as  long  as 
the  sacred  attributes  of  virtue  and  patriotism  shall  command  the 
approbation  of  mankind.  To  a dignified  simplicity  of  character  he 
added  a soundness  of  understanding  and  a strength  of  judgment, 
which  admirably  fitted  him  for  the  exercise  of  both  civil  and 
military  power ; and  his  first  administration  of  the  British  empire 
in  India  must  ever  be  a theme  of  just  and  unqualified  applause. 
His  second  administration,  in  which  he  seemed  to  act  upon  a 
different  system,  was  of  so  short  a duration  as  to  make  it  difficult 
to  pronounce  what  would  have  been  the  results  had  his  life  been 
prolonged.  Thus  far  is  certain,  that  the  evil  effects  of  those  con- 
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cessions  which  he  seemed  disposed  to  make,  would  have  been 
counteracted  by  his  great  personal  reputation, — as  every  state  in 
India  was  aware  of  his  character,  and  of  the  spirit  and  promptness 
with  which  he  had  formerly  asserted  the  honour  and  interests  of 
the  British  Government.  But  however  questionable  the  policy  of 
some  of  the  last  acts  of  this  nobleman  may  be  to  many,  or  what- 
ever may  be  their  speculations  upon  the  causes  which  produced 
such  an  apparent  deviation  from  the  high  and  unyielding  spirit 
of  his  former  administration,  no  man  can  doubt  the  exalted  purity 
of  the  motive  which  led  him  to  revisit  that  country.  Loaded  with 
years,  as  he  was  with  honour,  he  desired  that  his  life  should  ter- 
minate as  it  had  commenced ; and  he  died,  as  he  had  lived,  in  the 
active  service  of  his  country.” 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-General  Ross. 

DeAE  Ross,  Port  Praya  Bay,  May  6,  1805. 

We  arrived  yesterday  in  this  bay — made  famous  by  John- 
stone’s ‘ fight — after  a prosperous  passage,  and  shall  proceed  on  the 
8th  or  9th,  without  intending  to  touch  at  any  port  before  we  reach 
Madras.  We  are  in  a good  sliip  and  well  accommodated,  and  as 
pleasantly  circumstanced  in  every  respect,  as  landsmen  can  be  in  a 
long  voyage. 

You  can  expect  no  news  from  the  miserable  island  of  St.  lago. 

Remember  me  kindly  to  Mrs.  Ross  and  to  Charles. 

Yours  ever  most  truly, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Viscount  Brome. 

My  dearest  Brome,  Madras,  July  23,  1805, 

I take  the  opportunity  of  an  overland  despatch  to  acquaint 
you  that  I arrived  at  this  place  on  the  19th,  and  shall  proceed  this 
evening  on  my  voyage  to  Bengal. 

The  prospect  of  affairs  in  this  country  is  by  no  means  pro- 
mising in  any  respect,  and  I apprehend  that  I have  undertaken  a 
task  too  arduous  for  a man  of  my  age.  If,  however,  I should 
be  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  render  any  real  service  to 

' George  Johnstone,  Captain  R.N.,  younger  March,  1784;  Ilchester,  from  Jan.  1785  till 
brother  of  Sir  William  Pulteney,  Bart.  ; his  death.  The  action  alluded  to  was  fought 
usually  known  as  Governor  Johnstone;  d.  April  16,  1782,  when  Suffrein  attacked  the 
Jan.  8,  1787  ; m.  Jan.  31,  1782,  Charlotte,  English  squadron  at  anchor  in  a neutral  port, 

dau.  of  Dee,  Esq.  M.P.  for  Appleby  and  was  ignominiously  repulsed. 

from  Nov.  1774  to  1780;  Lostwithiel,  to 
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my  country  and  to  my  family,  I shall  close  my  eyes  without 
repining. 

Give  my  kindest  love  to  Lady  Louisa  and  the  dear  cliildren, 
Believe  me  to  be, 

Your  truly  affectionate  father, 

COKNWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  General  Lord  Lake. 

My  dear  Lord,  Calcutta,  July  30,  1805. 

I have  tliis  day  taken  upon  me  the  office  of  Governor- 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief,  and  I lose  no  time  in  acquaint- 
ing you  with  my  intention  of  proceeding  up  the  country  in  a very 
few  days. 

It  is  my  earnest  desire,  if  it  should  be  possible,  to  put  an  end 
to  this  most  unprofitable  and  ruinous  warfare,  and  as  the  actual 
season  of  the  rains  must  necessarily  suspend  any  material  military 
operations,  I should  wish  that  you  would  not  engage  in  any  act 
of  aggression,  unless  it  might  appear  to  be  necessary  in  order  to 
secure  your  own  army  from  serious  danger,  until  I can  come  to  you, 
or  you  can  have  further  communication  with  me. 

I have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Secret  Committee. 

Gentlemen,  Calcutta,  Aug.  i,  i805. 

I take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  an  overland  despatch  to 
inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  place,  and  of  my  having  taken 
upon  me  the  office  of  Governor-General  on  the  30th  ultimo. 

Finding  to  my  great  concern  that  we  are  still  at  war  with 
Holkar,'  and  that  we  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  at  peace  with  Scindia,^ 
I have  determined  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  Upper  Provinces, 
that  I may  be  at  hand  to  avail  myself  of  the  interval  which  the 
present  rainy  season  must  occasion  in  the  military  operations,  to 
endeavour,  if  it  can  be  done  without  a sacrifice  of  our  honour,  to 
terminate  by  negotiation,  a contest  in  which  the  most  brilliant 
success  can  afford  us  no  solid  benefit,  and  which,  if  it  should  con- 


^ Jeswunt  Rao  Holcar,  a natural  son  of  Prince;  became  deranged  in  1808,  and  d.  Oct. 
Tookajee  Holcar,  to  whose  dominions  he  sue-  20,  1811. 

ceeded  after  the  deaths  of  several  of  his  ® Dowlut  Row  Sindia,  great-nephew  and 
brothers.  He  was  a cruel  and  unprincipled  heir  of  Madajee  Sindia;  d.  March,  1827. 
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tinue,  must  involve  us  in  pecuniary  difficulties,  wliicli  we  ‘ shall 
hardly  be  able  to  surmount.  j have,  &:c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

My  dear  Lord,  Calcutta,  Aug.  1,  1805. 

I have  scarcely  anything  to  add  to  the  melancholy  state- 
ments exhibited  in  my  letters  to  the  Court  of  Directors  and  to  the 
Secret  Committee. 

I entertain  scarcely  any  hope  that  it  vdll  be  in  my  power  to 
come  to  an  amicable  accommodation  with  Scindia,  who  still  keeps 
the  Assistant  ^ of  our  Residency  under  restraint,  as  I understand 
that  Lord  Wellesley  has  guaranteed  to  the  Rana  of  Gohud^the 
supremacy  which  Scindia  claims  over  Gohud  and  the  fortress  of 
Gwalior. 

These  possessions  are  too  remote  in  my  opinion  to  make  it 
desirable  for  us  to  have  anything  to  do  with  them,  but  the  difficulty 
lies  in  the  danger  of  receding  from  a claim  to  which,  according  to 
what  are  called  treaties  in  this  country,  it  appears  that  we  have  in 
our  late  negotiations  obtained  an  undoubted  right. 

My  statements  of  our  poverty  are  by  no  means  overcharged, 
notwithstanding  the  former  violent  transactions  in  Oude.^  Lord 
Wellesley  has  bon-owed  20  lacs  of  the  Vizier,  and  has  written  to 
press  him  for  10  more.  Our  credit  has,  I believe,  been  tried  to  the 
utmost  at  Benares  and  other  places. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


P.S.  I shall  send  the  first  material  despatch  that  I can  transmit, 
by  the  Medusa,  under  the  sanction  of  Sir  Edward  Pellew.^ 


^ Mr.,  afterwards  Sir  Richard  Jenkins, 
G.C.B.,  b.  Feb.  18,  1785,  d.  Dec.  30,  1853; 
m.  1824,  Eliza  Helen,  dau.  of  Hugh  Spot- 
tiswoode.  Esq.  East  India  Director  from  about 
1830  till  his  death.  M.P.  for  Shrewsbury  from 
1830  to  1832,  and  from  1837  to  1841. 

2 Gohud  had  been  conquered  by  Scindia  in 
1784,  and  had  remained  ever  since  in  his  pos- 
session. In  1805  the  Rana,  Kekvich  Sing,  in 
compensation  for  his  losses,  was  put  into  pos- 
session of  Dholpoor  and  Rajkerrah. 

3 Lord  Wellesley  had  in  1800  increased 
the  subsidy  to  be  paid  by  the  Nabob  to  the 


Company  by  50  lacs,  and,  Nov.  10,  1801, 
compelled  him  to  sign  a treaty,  ceding  terri- 
tory producing  1,35,23,000,  at  the  same  time 
largely  diminishing  the  subsidiary  force  which 
the  Nabob  had  been  bound  to  pay. 

4  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  Bart., 
afterwards  Admiral  of  the  Red,  G.C.B.,  cre- 
ated Lord  Exmouth  May  14, 1814,  and  made 
a Viscount  Sept.  21,  1816;  h.  April  14, 
1757,  d.  Jan.  23,  1833;  m.  May,  1783, 
Susanna,  dau.  of  James  Frowd,  Esq.,  of 
Knoyle.  M.P.  for  Barnstaple  from  Nov. 
1802  to  Aug.  1804. 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Court  of  Directors. 

Gentlemen,  Calcutta,  Aug.  i,  isos. 

I arrived  here  early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo,  and 
a few  hours  afterwards  took  the  oaths  in  Council  and  assumed  the 
Government. 

I cannot  at  so  early  a period  attempt  to  enter  into  a particular 
account  of  the  state  of  your  affairs,  and  can  only  at  present  say 
with  concern  that  we  are  not  yet  at  peace,  and  that  the  pressure  on 
your  finances  is  so  severe,  that  had  the  bullion  sent  out  in  the  ships 
of  the  present  season  been  withheld,  I know  not  how  our  difficulties 
could  have  been  overcome.  Sir  John  Gore  was  so  kind  as  to  take 
on  board  the  Medusa  a considerable  sum  out  of  one  of  your  ships  at 
Madras,  which  he  engaged  to  deliver  free  of  freight  at  this  Presi- 
dency ; this  treasure  has  already  had  some  effect  in  lowering  the 
discount  upon  the  paper.  j have,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  General  Lord  Lake, 

My  dear  Lord,  Calcutta,  Aug.  4,  1805. 

I yesterday  saw  with  much  pleasure  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Jenkins  signifying  the  intention  of  Scindia  to  send  him  forthwith 
to  you,  accompanied  by  Vakeels  from  that  chief  and  from  Holkar. 

As  I suspect  that  my  opinions  may  differ  very  widely  from 
those  of  some  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  political  line  who  attend 
upon  you,  I feel  myself  obliged,  in  the  very  responsible  situation  in 
wliich  I stand,  seriously  to  require  that  you  will  take  no  step 
without  a reference  to  me.  I shall  leave  this  place  on  Thursday 
next  the  8th  instant,  after  which  every  day  will  bring  me  into 
nearer  communication  with  you. 

Lord  Wellesley  assured  me  yesterday  (to  my  great  satisfaction) 
that  the  Kajah  of  Jeynugur  ^ had  by  his  conduct,  forfeited  all  claim 
to  our  protection.  Would  to  God  that  we  could  as  easily  get  rid 
of  the  Kana  of  Gohud,  and  many  more  of  our  burthensome  allies 
or  dependents.  Yours,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


’ Juggett  Sing,  Raja  of  Jeynugar  (or  Jey-  him  as  the  most  dissolute  Prince  of  his  race 

pore,  as  it  is  often  spelt),  succeeded  in  1803 ; or  age. 

d.  Dec.  21,  1818.  Colonel  Tod  describes 
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Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut. -General  Ross. 

Dear  Ross,  Calcutta,  Aug.  4,  1805. 

We  still,  I believe,  conceive  ourselves  to  be  at  war  with 
Holkar,  and  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  at  peace  with  Scindia ; no 
hostilities  are  however  going  forward.  I shall  embark  for  the 
Upper  Provinces  on  the  8th  instant,  and  have  sent  the  most  posi- 
tive injunctions  to  Lake  not  to  stir  till  I come,  nor  to  adopt  any 
measure  without  my  concurrence. 

Scindia  has  given  notice  to  the  Assistant  of  our  late  Resident 
vith  him,  whom  he  has  detained  under  a gentle  restraint,  that  he 
will  send  him  in  a few  days  to  Lord  Lake’s  quarters,  accompanied 
by  a Vakeel  from  himself  and  one  from  Holkar.  They  cannot  in 
their  present  circumstances  wish  for  war,  and  I entertain  great 
hopes  that  we  shall  soon  make  up  matters  with  them,  which  will  be 
very  convenient  in  the  present  state  of  our  finances. 

I was  not  well  during  the  whole  of  the  passage,  am  greatly 
reduced  in  flesh,  and  since  I landed  have  had  those  swellings  with 
which  I have  been  so  often  troubled  in  my  feet,  knees,  &c.  I trust, 
however,  that  I shall  get  the  better  of  all  this  during  my  passage 
up  the  river. 

Remember  me  kindly  to  Mrs.  Ross  and  Charles,  and 
Believe  me  ever,  most  truly  yours, 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  General  Lord  Lake. 

My  dear  Lord,  Calcutta,  Aug.  7,  1805. 

I propose  going  to-morrow  as  far  as  Barrackpore  in  my  way 
to  the  Upper  Country,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  proceed  on  my  voyage 
on  Friday. 

The  mode  of  obtaining  relief  from  the  intolerable  brndhen  of 
the  irregular  troops  ^ has  occupied  much  of  my  thoughts,  and  I 
hope  in  a short  time,  by  the  arrival  of  the  treasure  from  Europe,  to 
get  up  a sufficient  sum  to  effect  this  most  urgent  object. 

It  is  'my  intention  that  the  chiefs  and  all  who  have  any  claims 
upon  us,  shall  have  jaeedad  lands  ^ in  Mewath,  wffiich  shall  be 
arranged  by  Colonel  Malcolm,  and  that  the  others  should  be  dis- 
missed as  soon  as  we  can  get  money  to  pay  them  their  arrears. 
You  will  be  kind  enough  to  consider  of  the  arrangements  necessary 

1 The  irregular  troops  had  cost  5,83,000  once  reduced  it  more, 
rupees  per  mensem,  but  the  exj^ense  was  low-  “ Jaeedad  lands,  nearly  the  same  as  jaghires, 
ered  to  3,90,000,  and  Lord  Cornwallis  at  but  with  fewer  feudal  claims  attached. 
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to  carry  these  intentions  into  effect  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
when  we  may  possess  the  necessary  means  to  put  them  in 
execution. 

I most  sensibly  feel  for  the  distress  to  which  the  native  troops 
must  be  reduced  by  the  long  arrear  which  is  due  to  them,  and 
shall  omit  no  means  in  my  power  to  afford  them  relief. 

I have,  &c., 

COENAVALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Court  of  Directors. 
Honourable  Sirs,  On  the  river,  Aug.  9, 1805. 

One  of  the  first  objects  to  which  my  attention  has  been 
directed  since  my  accession  to  this  Government,  was  an  inquiry 
into  the  state  of  our  finances,  the  result  of  which  affords  the  most 
discouraging  prosj^ects,  and  has  convinced  me  that,  unless  some 
very  speedy  measures  are  taken  to  reduce  our  expenses,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  meet  with  effect,  the  contingency  of  a renewed  war 
with  Scindia  and  those  Powers  who  may  be  disposed  to  confederate 
with  him ; and  however  anxious  I feel  to  promote  any  accommo- 
dation with  Scindia,  that  shall  not  be  attended  with  a loss  of  our 
honour,  or  with  any  sacrifice  that  would  be  injurious  to  the  national 
character,  I deem  it  equally  incumbent  on  me  to  be  prepared  to 
resist  his  demands,  if  they  should  prove  to  be  founded  on  claims 
that  are  inadmissible. 

The  most  burthensome,  and  at  the  same  time  the  least  useful, 
part  of  the  existing  military  expenses,  arises  from  very  numerous 
bodies  of  irregular  troops,  which  I find  have  been  entertained,  some 
of  them  under  implied  specific  engagements  that  will  render  the 
immediate  dismissal  of  them  a measure  of  some  difficulty,  but  by 
far  the  greatest  proportion  of  them  under  no  other  obligation  than 
that  of  expediency,  and  these  we  are  at  liberty  of  course  to  dis- 
charge, whenever  that  expediency  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Government,  no  longer  exist. 

I am  aware  that  it  may  be  urged  that  the  dismission  of  any 
great  number  of  these  troops  may  be  attended  with  the  conse- 
quence of  their  taking  service  with  our  enemies ; but  weighing  the 
probability  of  that  circumstance  in  its  utmost  extent,  and  con- 
sidering that  at  this  period  your  regular  troops  are  little  short  of 
five  months,  and  many  of  the  public  departments,  on  which  any 
movement  of  your  armies  depend,  still  more,  in  arrear,  and  that 
this  description  of  irregular  troops  are  a drain  upon  your  treasury 
of  near  six  lacs  of  rupees  per  month,  I see  no  possible  means  of 
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keeping  your  regular  army  properly  paid  and  equipped,  and  of 
retaining  at  the  same  time  in  pay  so  expensive  an  establishment, 
which  would  certainly  be  less  formidable  if  opposed  to  us  in 
the  field,  than  while  they  remain  so  distressing  a drain  upon  our 
revenues. 

However  well  convinced  I am  of  the  propriety  of  getting  rid 
of  so  serious  a burthen  as  soon  as  possible,  I find  an  almost 
insuperable  impediment  to  it  in  the  present  exhausted  state  of 
your  treasuries,  unless  I can  obtain  the  command  of  a sum  of 
money,  in  the  first  instance,  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  arrears  now 
due  to  these  men,  or  unless  I was  to  suffer  the  arrears  of  your  own 
troops  to  accumulate  to  a still  greater  degree ; and  of  that,  even 
in  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  attachment  of  your  native  soldiery, 
it  would  not  be  either  wise,  just,  or  politick  to  risk  the  "possible 
consequences. 

I am  necessitated  therefore  to  look  to  an  extraordinary  source 
in  this  state  of  things,  and  that  which  has  presented  itself  to  my 
mind  as  the  most  expedient,  is  the  detention  of  the  treasure 
destined  for  China,  and  expected  in  the  ships  under  the  convoy 
of  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge,^  whether  that  may  be  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  200,000?.  advised  to  be  intended  for  China,  or  whether  a 
proportion  of  it  only  is  in  these  ships,  I am  not  informed ; but  the 
urgency  of  the  case  is  so  great  here,  that  I have  taken  upon  myself 
to  direct  the  whole  of  wliat  may  be  imported  on  that  part  of  the 
China  fleet,  to  be  landed  at  Madras,  and  to  be  forwarded  imme- 
diately to  this  Presidency,  and  I have  also  strongly  urged  the 
Madras  Government,  if  they  find  they  can  spare  50,000?.  of  the 
specie  allotted  for  the  service  of  that  Presidency,  to  consign  that 
sum  also  to  Bengal,  applying  to  the  Admiral  for  such  protection 
for  the  despatch  of  the  treasure  to  Bengal,  as  may  obviate  all  risk 
from  the  danger  of  an  enemy. 

I am  aware  that  a measure  of  a similar  kind  had  formerly  not 
met  your  approbation.^  I trust,  however,  that  you  will  give  me 
credit  for  an  anxious  desire  to  regulate  the  principles  of  my  govern- 
ment, on  all  occasions,  as  much  in  conformity  to  the  known  expres- 
sions of  your  sentiments  as  may  be  practicable ; and  you  may  like- 
wise be  assured,  that  if  the  provision  of  your  full  investment  from 
China  could  be  affected  in  any  degree  by  the  consequences  of  the 

* Rear-Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge,  1787,  Frances,  dan.  of  John  Northall,  Esq., 
Bart.,  so  created  Nov.  30,  1799,  b.  1760.  and  widow  of  Henry  Richardson,  Esq. 

He  sailed  from  Madras  in  the  Blenheim  Jan.  2 X791  the  Court  of  Directors  thought 

12,  1807,  and  she  is  supposed  to  have  that  it  interfered  with  their  pecuniary  ad  van- 
foundered  at  sea,  as  she  was  never  seen  after  tages  as  merchants,  overlooking  the  political 
Feb.  5,  when  she  was  off  the  Rodrigues  necessity  for  that  step, 
making  signals  of  distress ; m.  Dec.  20, 
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measure  I have  adopted,  I should  have  preferred  struggling  through 
our  difficulties  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  rather  than  have 
subjected  you  to  the  disappointment  which  an  insufficiency  of  funds 
in  China  might  have  occasioned  ; but  upon  the  fullest  information 
I can  obtain  of  the  present  state  of  the  trade  between  the  ports  of 
India  and  Canton,  it  is  evident  it  will  only  require,  that  permission 
should  be  given  to  your  Select  Committee  there  to  extend  the 
receipt  of  money  for  biUs  on  Bengal  to  an  amount  equivalent  to 
the  treasure  detained  at  Madras;  and  such  is  the  astonishing 
increase  of  the  exports  from  India,  especially  in  the  articles  of 
opium  and  cotton  from  this  place,  witliin  these  few  years,  that 
there  cannot  be  a doubt  of  the  amplest  supplies  being  tendered  for 
their  acceptance,  the  experience  of  last  year  having  proved  that 
offers  of  money  exceeded  the  demands  of  your  treasury  there  to 
the  amount  of  near  forty  lacs  of  rupees,  and  as  the  exports  of  the 
present  year  are  increased,  even  beyond  those  of  the  last,  there  can 
be  as  little  doubt  of  an  equal  abundant  resource  being  open  this 
season,  to  the  acceptance  of  your  supercargoes  at  Canton. 

I have  sent  this  despatch  by  a packet  which  was  taken  up  pre- 
vious to  my  arrival,  and  as  I do  not  yet  feel  myself  enabled  to 
transmit,  either  to  your  Honourable  Court  or  to  your  Secret  Com- 
mittee, any  satisfactory  account  of  the  present  state  of  our  political 
affairs,  I shall  defer  saying  anything  on  that  subject  until  the 
despatch  of  the  Medusa,  which  ship  Sir  Edward  Pellew  has  been  so 
good  as  to  order  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  carry  home  such  intel- 
ligence as  I may  wish  to  transmit,  after  I have  been  able  to  render 
myself  more  completely  master  of  the  effects  or  changes  in  our 
situation  which  the  late  very  important  occurrences  are  likely  to 
P>^oduce.  I jjaye,  &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

My  DEAK  Lord,  On  the  river,  Aug.  9,  1805. 

I am  now  proceeding  to  join  the  army,  but  under  difficulties 
through  which,  I confess,  I am  not  sanguine  enough  to  see  my 
way. 

Lake’s  army,  the  pay  of  which  amounts  to  about  five  lacs  per 
month,  is  above  five  months  in  arrear.  An  army  of  irregulars, 
composed  chiefly  of  deserters  from  the  enemy,  which,  with  the 
approbation  of  Government,  the  General  assembled  by  proclama- 
tion, and  which  costs  about  six  lacs  per  month,  is  likewise  some- 
what in  arrear. 
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Tills  latter  force  I conceive  not  only  to  be  useless,  but  in  some 
measure  dangerous.  There  is,  however,  no  possibility  of  getting 
rid  of  it  without  paying  up  the  arrears,  and  giving  money  to  carry 
home  those  who  have  no  claims  upon  us,  and  to  enable  the  others 
to  repair  to,  and  take  possession  of,  jaeedad  lands  which  have  been 
promised  to  them  in  particular  parts  of  the  ceded  countries,  which 
it  would  evidently  be  undesirable  for  us  to  retain. 

How  is  all  this  to  be  done,  or,  indeed,  any  army  to  be  kept 
together,  with  an  empty  treasury  ? For  the  next  two  months  we 
can  expect  nothing  from  the  collectors,  and  our  only  dependence  is 
on  the  small  supply  of  bullion  sent  from  England. 

I intend,  but  am  afraid  I shall  be  too  late,  to  take  the  bullion 
out  of  the  ships  at  Madras  that  are  destined  for  China,  where  it 
can  be  of  no  use,  and  is  very  hurtful  to  the  trade  of  Bengal  to  that 
country.  The  exportation  from  hence  of  cotton  and  opium  to 
China  has  increased  in  a degree  hardly  to  be  credited.  Last 
season  the  supercargoes  could  only  take  half  the  money  which  was 
tendered  to  them  by  our  merchants,  and  above  forty  lacs  were 
necessarily  returned  in  specie  or  bullion  to  this  country,  to  the 
great  hazard  or  loss  of  the  proprietors,  who  could  not  obtain  the 
bills  they  desired  on  our  treasury.  We  have  ascertained  that  the 
assets  that  have  been  sent  this  year  are  at  least  as  valuable  as 
those  of  the  last ; indeed  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  are 
much  more  considerable. 

I have  written  at  large  on  this  subject  to  the  Court  of  Directors. 
I know  that  a few  years  ago  they  highly  disapproved  of  the  con- 
duct of  this  Government  stopping  the  money  destined  for  China, 
but  I trust  it  is  impossible  that  under,  a total  change  of  circum- 
stances they  can  retain  their  old  opinion. 

We  have  obtained  by  our  former  victories  and  treaties  a great 
acquisition  of  very  unprofitable  territory,  and  of  useless  and  bur- 
thensome  allies  and  dependents.  The  enclosed  account  from  Lake 
of  the  Eana  of  Gohud  will  serve  as  a specimen.  Some  have 
luckily,  by  thefr  subsequent  conduct,  forfeited  all  claim  to  our  pro- 
tection, amongst  whom  is  the  Eajah  of  Jeynagur;  and  I shall, 
with  great  pleasure,  avail  myself  of  every  opportunity , of  this 
nature  to  get  rid  of  such  embarrassment. 

Mr.  Jenkins,  the  Assistant  to  the  late  Eesident  with  Scindia, 
and  who  has  for  some  time  past  been  detained  under  restraint  by 
that  chief,  has  lately  acquainted  General  ■ Lake  that  Scindia  has 
notified  to  him  that  he  shall,  in  a few  days,  send  him  to  his 
quarters  accompanied  by  a Vakeel  from  himself  and  one  from 
Holkar.  I have  desired  the  General  to  take  no  step  of  conse- 


1805. 


INDIA. 


541 


queiice  without  consulting  me,  and  I shall  now  get  nearer  to  him 
every  day. 

By  the  bye,  1 do  not  suspect  head-quarters  to  be  very  pacifically 
disposed.  I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Malcoiaj. 

Sir,  On  the  river  at  Augaurdeep,  Aug.  14,  1805. 

Lord  Wellesley  was  so  obliging  as  to  send  me  an  extract 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  28th  of  June,  1805,  relating  principally 
to  the  settlement  of  the  conquered  countries  in  Hiiidostan.  Your 
suggestions  on  that  head  contain  undoubtedly  much  good  sense 
and  solid  reasoning,  and  it  is  most  certain  that  it  can  only  be  by 
some  means  of  that  nature,  that  those  savage  districts  can  ever 
be  brought  to  form  an  useful,  or  even  a safe,  appendage  to  any 
civilized  society.  I entertain,  however,  great  doubts  whether  it 
would  be  advisable  or  suitable  for  us  to  form  such  an  establishment 
under  our  own  immediate  Government. 

There  appears  to  be  a large  tract  of  country  that  nobody  is 
very  desirous  of  possessing — I mean  that  which  I mentioned  in  a 
late  letter  to  Lord  Lake  for  the  iiTegular  corps.  It  is  possible 
that  you  might  be  able  to  settle  the  friendly  chiefs  who  have 
joined  us  in  jaghire  tenures  in  that  quarter  in  preference  to 
jaeedads,  as  the  latter  term  imposes  more  of  subjection  on  them, 
and  implies  an  absolute  sovereignty  in  us ; I would  promise  them 
all  friendly  intercourse  and  accommodation  at  their  first  setting 
out,  but  I would  have  it  distinctly  understood  that  I will  take  no 
part  in  their  quarrels. 

Knowing,  as  I do,  the  confidential  footing  on  which  you  acted 
with  Lord  Wellesley,  for  whose  talents  nobody  entertains  an  higher 
respect  than  myself,  I wish  to  give  you  some  outline  of  my  poli- 
tical thoughts,  which  on  mature  reflection  I conceive  to  be  the 
most  consonant  to  the  British  interests  as  well  in  Europe  as  in 
India. 

I think  that  no  success  could  indemnify  us  for  continuing 
this  ruinous  war  one  moment  longer  than  the  first  occasion 
which  may  present  itself  for  our  getting  out  of  it  without  dis- 
honour, that  there  is  no  acquisition  which  we  can  obtain  by  it 
that  would  not  be  productive  of  the  greatest  inconvenience  to  us. 

We  are  now  waging  war  against  two  chieftains  who  have 
neither  territory  nor  army  to  lose : our  prospects  surely  of  advan- 
tage or  losses  are  not  equally  balanced. 
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Our  treasury  is  now  completely  emptied ; we  can  send  home 
no  investment,  and  I am  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  taking  the 
very  disagreeable  step  of  stopping  the  treasure  destined  by  the 
Court  of  Directors  for  China,  in  order  to  have  a chance  of  being 
able  to  get  rid  of  a part  of  our  irregular  forces. 

I consider  our  possession  of  the  person  of  Shah  Allum  and 
the  town  of  Delhi  as  events  truly  unfortunate  ; and  unless  I should 
be  able  to  persuade  H.  M.  to  move  further  to  the  eastward,  we 
can  only  secure  him  from  the  danger  of  being  carried  off,  by  the 
maintenance  of  a large  army  in  the  field,  which  will  be  an  ex- 
pense that  our  funds  cannot  bear.  I deprecate  the  effects  of  the 
almost  universal  frenzy,  which  has  seized  even  some  of  the  heads 
which  I thought  the  soundest  in  the  country,  for  conquest  and 
victory,  as  opposite  to  the  interests,  as  it  is  to  the  laws,  of  our 
country. 

I need  only  add  that  I shall  come  to  the  army  with  a deter- 
mination not  to  submit  to  insult  or  aggression,  but  with  an  anxious 
desire  to  have  an  opportunity  of  showing  my  generosity. 

I am,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

P.S.  I beg  you  will  present  my  kindest  compliments  to  my 
friend  Lord  Lake,  to  whom  you  may,  if  you  please,  communicate 
the  contents  of  this  letter. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Hon.  Major-General  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley,  K.B. 

My  dear  Sir,  Od  the  river  near  Augaurdeep,  Aug.  16,  1805. 

Lord  Wellesley  has  communicated  to  me  some  remarks, 
which  he  says  were  written  by  you  on  a paper  entitled  observations 
on  the  treaty  of  Bassien,  in  which  remarks  the  following  circum- 
stances are  stated : — 

“ Lord  Cornwallis,  who  foresaw  the  difficulties  and  dangers  to 
which  the  alliance  would  be  exposed  from  the  claims  of  the 
Mahrattas  upon  the  Nizam,  endeavoured  to  establish  the  alliance 
upon  a more  firm  basis,  by  interposing  the  arbitration  of  the  British 
Government  in  their  disputes.  But  the  Mahrattas,  who  knew  that 
their  claims  were  without  foundation,  that  they  depended  entirely 
upon  their  superior  strength,  and  that  the  result  of  an  arbitration 
by  the  British  Government  must  be  unfavourable  to  them,  declined 
to  accept  the  offer  made  by  Lord  Cornwallis. 

“ I conceive  this  to  be  the  real  history  of  the  refusal  of  Lord 
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Cornwallis  to  allow  the  Malirattas  to  subsidize  two  British  batta- 
lions, as  mentioned  by  the  anonymous  observer,  if  such  a proposal 
was  ever  made  to  him.” 

I am  persuaded  that,  both  as  to  the  fact  which  is  there  men- 
tioned of  a proposition  made  by  me  to  the  Mahrattas,  as  well  as  in 
respect  to  the  inference  you  have  drawn  from  it,  of  my  motives 
for  refusing  to  give  a British  subsidiary  force  to  that  Power,  you 
must  have  conceived  that  you  had  obtained  the  most  correct  in- 
formation. I am,  however,  entirely  at  a loss  to  guess  from  whence 
you  could  have  derived  it,  as  I assure  you  that  no  proposition 
of  any  interference  in  the  disputes  between  the  Mahrattas  and 
the  Nizam  was  ever  made  by  me,  and  that  it  was  the  invariable 
principle  of  my  Government,  to  avoid  involving  the  British  power 
in  the  consequences  of  any  internal  disputes  that  might  exist  either 
amongst  the  Mahrattas  themselves,  or  between  them  and  the  Nizam. 

Hurry  Punt,  a few  days  before  the  separation  of  the  armies 
on  their  return  from  Seringapatam,  said  to  me : “No  states  can  be 
on  more  friendly  terms  than  that  of  the  Peshwa,  and  the  British  - 
Government.  Now  we  are  going  to  separate,  let  me  ask  you  why 
you  .will  not  give  a subsidiary  force  to  the  Peshwa,  as  you  have 
to  the  Nizam?”  I replied  that  I disapproved  very  much  of  all 
subsidiary  treaties,  as  they  tended  to  involve  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  quarrels  in  which  they  had  no  concern ; that  the  treaty 
with  the  Nizam  was  made  many  years  before  I came  to  India, 
and  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  release  myself  from  it,  but  that  I 
was  determined  not  to  enter  into  any  more  engagements  of  that 
kind ; that  if  it  were  otherwise,  there  was  no  person  with  whom  I 
would  more  readily  form  such  a connexion  than  the  Peshwa. 

This,  of  course,  is  not  given  as  a literal  statement  of  what  passed 
so  long  as  thirteen  years  ago,  in  a conversation  of  which  I have  no 
notes,  but  in  the  substance  of  it  I am  sure  I am  very  correct ; and 
it  cannot  fail  to  convince  you  that  you  have  been  misled  in  the 
information  upon  which  that  part  of  your  remarks  was  founded. 

I was  very  sorry  to  find  that  you  had  left  the  country  before 
my  arrival.  Sincerely  hoping  that  you  enjoy  your  health  per- 
fectly  in  England,  j ^ 

Cornwallis. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Secret  Committee, 

Honourable  Sirs,  On  the  river  near  Rajmohl,  Aug.  28,  1805. 

. . . One  of  the  most  important,  and  in  my  opinion  not 

the  least  unfortunate  consequences  of  the  subsisting  state  of  our 
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alliances,  has  been  the  gradual  increasing  ascendancy  of  the  British 
influence  and  authority  exercised  through  the  medium  of  our  Kesi- 
dents  at  the  Courts  of  Poonah  and  Hyderabad.  The  weak  and 
wretched  state  of  the  Peshwa’s  internal  government  cannot  be 
more  forcibly  described  than  in  the  inclosed  despatch  recently 
received  from  Colonel  Close, ^ and  I have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
authority  of  the  Soubah  of  the  Deccan  ^ over  his  dominions  is  a2> 
proaching  fast  to  the  same  state  of  inefficiency  and  weakness.  The 
evils  likely  to  ensue  from  the  above  statement  are  sufficiently 
obvious,  hut  the  remedy  to  be  apj)lied  to  them  is  unhappily  not  so 
apparent.  The  positive  obligations  of  existing  treaties,  provide  in 
the  most  express  terms  for  the  uncontrolled  exercise  of  the  in- 
ternal government  of  both  States  being  left  in  the  hands  of  their 
respective  chiefe ; but  accustomed  as  they  have  been  to  the  very 
limited  exertion  of  their  own  authority,  and  dependent  as  the 
3Iinister  of  the  Xizam,  in  particular,  has  felt  himself,  on  the  aid  and 
support  of  our  Resident  to  retain  his  oflice,  it  might  hazard  perhaps 
the  immediate  destruction  of  both  Powers,  if  I was  suddenly  to  act 
upon  the  strict  principles  which  the  obligations  of  those  treaties 
impose  upon  us. 

I have  endeavoured  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Powers  above 
mentioned,  to  that  article  in  the  treaties  which  so  materially  con- 
cerns themselves,  and  I have  forcibly  impressed  on  the  minds  of 
the  Residents,  the  necessity  of  strengthening  my  representations, 
by  encoiuaging  the  most  active  exertion  of  that  authority  and 
control,  on  wliich  the  prosperity  of  their  dominions  and  the  security 
of  their  subjects  so  greatly  depend. 

With  these  views,  and  in  the  hope  that  by  degrees  we  may  be 
able  to  withdi’aw  ourselves  from  the  disgraceful  participation  in 
which  we  should  be  involved  bv  mixing  ourselves  in  all  the  in- 
trigues,  oppression,  and  chicanery  of  the  native  management  of 
distracted  and  desolated  provinces,  I have  ordered  those  letters  to 
be  addressed  to  the  Residents  at  the  Courts  of  Hyderabad  and 
Poonah,  of  which  copies  are  herewith  inclosed,  and  to  which  I 
must  refer  your  Honourable  Committee,  for  an  explanation  of  the 
footing  to  which  I wish  to  restore  the  character  of  the  British 
alliance,  as  most  consonant  to  the  interests,  as  well  as  to  the  laws 
of  om'  country.  . . . 

I have  already  represented  to  your  Honourable  Committee  the 
extreme  pecuniary  embamissment  in  which  I have  found  the 

' Colonel,  afterwards  Major-General  Sir  d.  April  20,  1813,  unm. 

Bany  Close,  Bait.,  so  created  Dec.  12, 1812.  - Another  name  for  the  Nizam. 

A most  distinguisheil  officer;  b.  Dec.  1756, 
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Government  involved  ; every  part  of  the  army,  and  every  branch 
of  the  public  departments  attached  to  it,  even  in  their  present 
stationary  positions,  are  suffering  severe  distress  from  an  accumula- 
tion of  arrears,  and  if  unfortunately  it  should  become  indispensably 
necessary  to  put  the  troops  again  in  motion,  I hardly  know  how  the 
difficulties  of  providing  funds  for  such  an  event  are  to  be  sur- 

I ijave,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Lake. 

My  dear  Lord,  Near  Caragola,  Aug.  30,  1805. 

I received  yesterday  with  great  satisfaction  your  very  kind 
letter  of  the  11th  instant,  and  have  no  doubt  that  we  shall  act 
together  with  as  perfect  harmony  as  we  ever  have  done  on  former 
occasions. 

You  wiU  easily  imagine  it  was  no  slight  cause  that  urged  the 
Ministers  at  home  to  press  me  to  return  once  more  to  this  country, 
and  that  I would  not,  without  seeing  very  great  necessity,  have 
engaged  at  my  time  of  hfe  in  so  difficult  and,  I may  say,  so  rash 
an  undertaking. 

The  real  circumstances  are,  that  it  is  not  the  opinion  only  of 
Ministers,  or  of  a party,  but  of  all  reflecting  men  of  every  descrip- 
tion, that  it  is  physically  impracticable  for  Great  Britain,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  other  embarrassments,  to  maintain  so  vast  and  so  un- 
wieldy an  empire  in  India,  which  annually  calls  for  reinforcements 
of  men  and  for  remittances  of  money,  and  which  yields  little  other 
profit  except  brilliant  Gazettes.  It  is  in  vain  for  us  to  conceal 
from  ourselves  that  our  finances  are  at  the  lowest  ebb,  and  that  we 
literally  have  not  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  ordinary  business 
of  Government. 

If  necessity  should  requu’e  it,  the  armies  that  are  prepared 
must,  at  all  hazards,  be  put  in  action  ; but  I certainly  would  post- 
pone that  measm’e  until  the  last  extremity,  as  I sincerely  believe 
that  if  all  other  necessary  payments  of  Government  were  suspended 
it  would  scarcely  be  possible  for  us  to  provide  for  their  support. 

With  regard  to  any  movement  of  your  own,  I certainly  do  not 
msh  that  you  should  submit  to  any  measure  of  insult  or  aggression, 
but  I very  much  deprecate  its  taking  place.  The  situation  of 
Scindia  and  Holkar  are  in  a very  considerable  degree  different,  and 
perhaps  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  observe  exactly  the  same 
conduct  towards  both  of  them.  I cannot  easily  define,  in  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  cessions  and  conquests,  what  may  be  considered  actually, 
VOL.  III.  2 N 
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or  wliat  may  be  regarded  virtually,  as  our  territory ; but  wlierever 
our  own  government  has  been  regularly  established,  I would 
promptly  resist  an  invasion  by  either  of  them. 

From  the  reports  I have  received  from  our  Kesidents,  I am 
sorry  to  find  that  the  States  who  are  most  intimately  connected 
with  us,  such  as  the  Peshwa  and  the  Nizam,  are  reduced  to  the 
most  forlorn  condition  ; that  these  Powers  possess  no  funds  or  troops 
on  whom  they  can  depend ; that  anarchy  and.  disaffection  prevail 
universally  tlmoughout  their  dominions,  and  that  unless  the  British 
Residents  exercised  a power  and  an  ascendancy  that  they  ouglit 
not  to  exert,  those  Governments  would  be  immediately  dissolved. 

The  Rajah  of  Berar,  and  other  chiefs  who  have  suffered  great 
deprivations,  can  certainly  entertain  no  friendly  disposition  towards 
us,  and  unless  a very  great  change  can  be  effected  in  the  minds  of 
the  natives  of  India,  and  in  the  ideas  they  must  now  harbour  of  our 
\dews,  I confess  that,  under  all  these  impressions,  I cannot  look 
forward  with  any  sanguine  hope  to  the  establishment,  by  any 
means  in  om'  power,  of  that  happy  and  permanent  peace,  which  is 
so  much  to  be  desired,  and  of  which  you  see  so  fair  a prospect. 

I have  been  indisposed  for  some  time,  and  the  complaint  has  now 
fallen  into  my  feet,  which  puts  me  to  great  pain ; I cannot  there- 
fore, at  present,  without  considerable  inconvenience  make  more 
use  of  my  own  pen  than  by  signing  my  name  to  any  letters  I have 
occasion  to  write.  j 

CORNY/ALLIS. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Lake. 

My  DEAR  Lord,  . Calgong,  Sept.  1,  1805. 

Nothing  could  make  me  believe  that  you  would  be  induced 
to  deviate  in  the  slightest  degree  from  any  of  my  views  while 
acting  under  my  command ; I have  had  too  many  proofs  of  your 
attention  to  my  wishes  ever  to  admit  of  that  becoming  a question, 
but  from  our  very  old  acquaintance,  beginnmg  almost  with  the 
commencement  of  our  lives,  and  the  very  sincere  regard  I have  always 
entertained  for  you,  I should  hardly  be  satisfied  that  you  should 
act  only  according  to  my  directions.  I feel,  I confess,  a consider- 
able degree  of  anxiety,  that  your  sentiments  and  opinions  should 
accord  with  the  impressions  I have  received  of  what  constitutes  the 
true  policy  of  our  Indian  administration,  and  finding  an  almost 
universal  opinion  prevailing  among  the  gentlemen  in  the  political 
line,  that  a system  of  power  was  preferable  to  one  of  conciliation, 
I,  doubted  how  far  its  influence  might  have  extended  to  those  who 
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would  naturally  be  consulted  by  yon,  and  it  was  therefore  princi- 
pally to  guard  you  against  talking  any  material  step  in  respect  to 
measures  in  which  you  were  not  furnished  with  my  instructions,  that 
I enjoined  a previous  reference  to  me. 

I entertain  the  most  favourable  opinion  of  the  gentleman  to 
whom  these  observations  may  be  thought  more  immediately  to 
apply,  and  I some  time  ago  wrote  a very  friendly  letter  to  Colonel 
Malcolm  explaining  candidly  to  him  my  political  views  and  senti- 
ments, and  I can  assure  you  that  I feel  as  perfectly  confident  of  his 
zealous  exertion  being  united  with  your  own  in  accomplishing 
whatever  I may  wish  to  effect  by  negotiation,  as  I do  of  your 
cordial  co-operation  with  me,  in  the  event  of  oim  being  driven  to 
the  unfortunate  necessity  of  resorting  again  to  a state  of  war, 
which  is  the  evil  of  all  others  that  I most  wish  to  avoid. 

When  the  instructions  were  despatched  to  you  relative  to  the 
Eajah  of  Jaypoor,  I had  the  strongest  assmunces  from  Lord  Wel- 
lesley that  his  misconduct' had  afforded  us  fair  ground  for  with- 
drawing ourselves  from  that  alliance ; the  events  which  have 
subsequently  led  to  a renewal  of  assiu’ances  of  the  support  of  our 
Government  were  then  unknown  to  me,  and  though  I should  have 
been  better  pleased  if  we  had  still  been  free  of  that  connexion,  you 
will  find  from  the  public  instructions  you  will  receive,  that  I con- 
sider the  preservation  of  any  pledge  given  by  you  as  sacred,  and 
that  the  former  orders  will  therefore  be  so  modified,  as  to  secure 
you  from  any  imputed  breach  of  faith  to  the  Kajah. 

I am,  &c., 

COKNWALLIS. 


Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord  Lake. 

My  LoED,  Sept.  19,  1805. 

In  the  actual  state  of  the  communication  which  your  Lord- 
ship  has  been  enabled  to  open  with  Dowlut  Eow  Scindia,  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  indispensably  necessary,  vdtli  a view  to  the  speedy  and 
satisfactory  adjustment  of  all  questions  depending  between  the 
British  Government  and  Dowlut  Eow  Scindia,  to  determine  without 
delay  the  general  principles  of  the  arrangement  to  be  finally  con- 
cluded with  that  chieftain.  This  subject  is  necessarily  connected 
with  the  disposal  of  the  territories  now  in  our  possession  on  the 
west  side  of  the  J umna,  and  with  a consideration  of  the  means  by 
which,  without  a positive  violation  of  public  faitli,  we  may  be 
relieved  from  the  evils  and  embarrassments  inseparably  connected 
(in  my  decided  judgment)  with  the  maintenance  of  the  alliances 

2 N 2 


548 


LORD  CORNWALLIS. 


Chap.  XXV. 


concluded  with  the  several  petty  chieftains  on  the  north  of  Hin- 
dostan.  It  is  my  intention  in  this  despatch,  therefore,  to  state  to 
your  Lordship  my  general  sentiments  upon  these  several  points  for 
your  Lordship’s  information  and  guidance.  The  detail  of  these 
proposed  arrangements  must  necessarily  form  the  subjects  of  future 
deliberation,  under  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  your  Lord- 
ship’s future  communication. 

Your  Lordship  will  have  inferred  from  the  general  tenor  of  my 
letters  to  your  address,  and  of  the  instructions  issued  under  my 
authority  to  Lieut.-Colonel  Malcolm,  that  I am  desirous  of  aban- 
doning all  concern  in  the  territories  on  the  west  of  the  Jumna, 
witli  the  exception  of  Bundlekhund,  and  of  such  portion  of  land  as 
it  may  appear  necessary  to  retain  in  the  vicinity  of  Agra,  for 
purposes  connected  with  the  possession  of  that  fortress,  and  to 
ronder  the  river  Jumna  the  frontier  of  the  Company’s  dominions  to 
tlie  northward  of  Bundlekhund.  Your  Lordship  has  also  been  , 
apprized  of  my  anxiety  to  abandon  the  alliances  at  present  sub- 
sisting with  the  Kajahs  of  Jeynugur,  Bhurtpore,^  and  Macherry,^ 
and  with  the  Kana  of  Gohud.  It  is  foreign  to  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  despatch  to  enter  into  a discussion  of  the  general 
principles  of  policy  in  which  these  sentiments  and  resolutions 
originate.  Your  Lordship  will  have  traced  the  nature  of  those 
principles  in  the  various  communications  which  I have  had  occasion 
to  make  to  you,  or  which  have  been  made  to  your  Lordship  by 
my  special  authority. 

The  first  and  most  important  object  of  my  attention,  is  a satis- 
factory adjustment  of  all  differences  between  the  British  Govern- 
ment and  Dowlut  Kow  Scindia,  the  principal  obstacles  to  which 
appear  to  be — on  the  part  of  Scindia,  the  release  of  the  British 
Resident,— and  on  our  part  the  cession  to  that  chieftain  of  the 
fortress  of  Gwalior  and  the  province  of  Gohud.  I am  aware  of  the 
disadvantages  of  immediately  relinquishing,  or  even  of  compro- 
mising, the  demand  which  has  been  so  repeatedly  and  so  urgently 
made  for  the  release  of  the  British  Kesident ; but  I deem  it  proper 
to  apprise  your  Lordsliip  that,  as  a mere  point  of  honour,  I am 
disposed  to  compromise  or  even  to  abandon  that  demand,  if  it 
should  ultimately  prove  to  be  the  only  obstacle  to  a satisfactory 
adjustment  of  affairs  with  Dowlut  Kow  Scindia ; and  that  I have 
hitherto  been  induced  to  support  it  by  the  apprehension  that  the 
motives  of  such  a concession  might  be  misinterpreted,  and  that  it 
might  lead  to  demands  on  the  part  of  Scindia,  with  which  we  could 
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not  comply  without  a sacrifice  of  dignity  and  interest  incom- 
patible with  our  security,  and  thereby  render  still  more  difficult  of 
attainment  the  desirable  object  of  a general  pacification. 

With  regard  to  the  cession  of  Gwalior  and  Gohud,  in  my  decided 
opinion  it  is  desirable  to  abandon  our  possession  of  the  former,  and 
our  connexion  with  the  latter,  independently  of  any  reference  to  a 
settlement  of  differences  with  Dowlut  Kow  Scindia.  I have  there- 
fore no  hesitation  in  resolving  to  transfer  to  Dowlut  Row  Scindia 
the  possession  of  that  fortress  and  territory ; securing,  however,  a 
suitable  provision  for  the  Rana,  an  arrangement  which,  under 
actual  circumstances,  I am  satisfied  is  entirely  consistent  with  our 
public  faith.  Upon  this  point  I propose  to  state  my  sentiments 
more  in  detail  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  despatch. 

But,  however  desirous  I am  to  relinquish  our  possession  of 
Gwalior  and  our  connexion  with  Gohud,  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
accede  to  the  unconditional  surrender  of  those  places.  It  appears 
by  the  communications  made  by  Scindia  directly  to  your  Lordship, 
and  indirectly  through  the  agency  of  Moonshee  Kavil  Kyne,’  that 
he  demands  the  unconditional  grant  of  those  places,  the  continuance 
of  the  pensions  and  jaghires  granted  by  the  treaty  of  peace ; the 
payment  of  the  arrears  of  those  pensions,  the  surrender  of  the 
districts  of  Dholpoor,  Baree,  and  Rajkerree,  and  the  discharge 
of  the  net  revenue  collected  from  those  places,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  as  the  price  of 
his  separation  from  the  interests  of  Holkar.  Scindia  also  appears 
to  expect  the  grant  of  a portion  of  the  territory  conquered  from 
Holkar.  On  the  other  hand  I am  extremely  desirous  of  relieving 
the  Company  from  the  burthen  of  these  pensions  and  jaghires ; and 
it  is  just  that  Scindia  should  bear  the  charge  of  a suitable  provision 
for  the  Rana  of  Gohud,  the  secure  establishment  of  which  can 
alone  enable  us  to  transfer  that  province  to  Scindia.  We  possess 
an  undoubted  claim  also  to  reimbursement  for  the  public  and 
private  losses  occasioned  by  the  plunder  of  the  Residency  in  the 
months  of  December,  1804,  and  January,  1805,  by  Dowlut  Row 
Scindia’s  servants. 

These  are  the  only  demands  which  I am  disposed  to  make  upon 
Dowlut  Row  Scindia  in  a general  settlement  of  affairs ; at  the 
same  time  it  will  be  at  our  option  to  augment  the  cessions  to 
Scindia  by  a portion  of  the  territory  now  in  our  possession  to  the 
westward  and  southward  of  Delhi.  Being  desirous  of  abandoning 
that  territory  altogether,  the  expediency  of  that  additional  cession 
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is  to  be  determined  exclusively  by  political  considerations ; and  if 
circumstances  should  admit  of  the  dissolution  of  the  alliance  with 
the  Kajah  of  Jeynugur,  the  amount  of  the  tribute  which  Scindia  will 
in  that  event  be  at  hberty  to  demand  from  the  Eajah,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  an  additional  benefit  of  the  general  arrangement. 

With  regard  to  the  expediency  of  granting  to  Scindia  any  por- 
tion of  the  territory  to  the  westward  and  southward  of  Dellii,  and 
thereby  re-establishing  the  Mahratta  power  in  a territory  contiguous 
to  the  Duab,  I am  of  opinion  that  it  is  very  desirable,  if  possible, 
to  establish  any  other  power  in  that  quarter,  and  by  that  means 
place  a barrier  between  our  territory  in  the  Duab,  and  that  of 
Scindia  in  Hindostan  ; but  I should  consider  either  of  those  arrange- 
ments to  be  more  advisable  than  to  maintain  the  possession  of  the 
territory  in  question,  or  to  preserve  any  connexion  with  it.  I shall 
state  to  your  Lordship  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  despatch,  the 
plan  which  occurs  to  me  for  the  disposal  of  that  territory,  without 
assigning  any  portion  of  it  to  Dowlut  Kow  Scindia. 

In  conformity  to  the  preceding  observations,  the  following  is  the 
g-eneral  plan  of  arrangement  which  I am  desirous  of  concluding 
with  Dowlut  Kow  Scindia : — 

1st.  To  make  over  to  Scindia  the  possessions  of  Gwalior  and 
Gohud. 

2nd.  To  transfer  to  him,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty  of  peace,  the  districts  of  Dholpoor,  Baree,  and  Rajkerree; 
and  to  account  to  Scindia  for  the  collections  from  those  districts 
since  the  peace. 

I am  aware  that  this  is  not  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  a 
concession ; but  I am  willing  to  relinquish  that  stipulation  of  the 
treaty  which  proliibits  Scindia  from  stationing  a force  in  those 
districts,  an  object  which  I should  suppose  to  be  highly  desirable 
to  that  chieftain. 

3rd.  The  eventual  restoration  of  the  Jeynugur  tribute,  amount- 
ing, I understand,  to  the  annual  sum  of  3 lacs  of  rupees. 

4th.  To  requhe  from  Scindia  his  consent  to  the  abrogation  of 
the  pensions,  and  to  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires  in  the  Duab, 
established  by  the  treaty  of  peace. 

5th.  To  require  from  Scindia  the  relinquishment  of  his  claim 
_ to  the  arrears  of  the  pension. 

6th.  To  demand  a compensation  for  the  public  and  private 
losses  sustained  by  the  plunder  of  the  Residency. 

7th.  To  require  Scindia  to  make  a provision  for  the  Rana  of 
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Gohud  to  the  extent  of  or  3 lacs  of  rupees  per  annum,  wliich 
I should  conceive  to  be  amply  sufficient. 

8th.  Your  Lordship  will  understand  this  to  be  the  arrangement 
which  I am  desirous  of  concluding  with  Dowlut  Row  Scindia ; but 
I shalDbe  disposed  to  relax  in  some  of  the  demands  in  favour  of 
the  Company,  and  even  to  extend  the  cessions  to  Scindia,  if  it 
should  appear  to  be  necessary  for  the  satisfactory  adjustment 
of  affairs  between  the  two  States ; but  it  is  my  desire  that  the 
negotiation  should  be  commenced  upon  the  basis  of  tliis  proposed 
arrangement.  The  shortness  of  the  communication  between  your 
Lordship  and  me,  will  admit  of  references  upon  subsidiary  points 
without  materially  impeding  the  progress  of  the  negotiation. 
Your  Lordship  will  observe  that  I propose  to  cede  nothing  to 
Scindia  which  it  is  in  my  judgment  an  object  to  retain,  whilst 
the  advantages  of  the  arrangement  to  the  Company  are  considerable 
and  important. 

In  any  communications  with  Scindia  or  his  officers,  respecting 
the  cession  of  Gohud  and  Gwalior,  Scindia  must  be  given  to  under- 
stand, that  the  British  Government  does  not  admit  his  claim  to 
those  places,  and  that  the  transfer  of  them  to  his  possession  is 
totally  unconnected  with  the  question  of  right,  and  must  be  con- 
sidered to  be  an  act  entirely  gratuitous  on  our  part. 

With  regard  to  Scindia’s  own  expectations  of  obtaining  the 
grant  of  a portion  of  the  territory  conquered  from  Holkar  by 
the  British  arms,  your  Lordship  is  apprised  of  my  inclination  to 
restore  the  whole  of  those  conquests  to  Holkar ; your  Lordship, 
therefore,  will  not  encourage  any  such  expectation  on  the  part  of 
Scindia. 

From  the  general  tenor  of  the  sentiments  which  I have  stated, 
relative  to  an  adjustment  of  affairs  with  Dowlut  Row  Scindia,  your 
Lordship  will  have  concluded  that  it  is  not  my  intention,  under 
any  chcumstances,  to  renew  our  late  defensive  engagements  with 
Dowlut  Row  Scindia.  Your  Lordship,  however,  will  have  inferred 
from  the  instructions  addressed  to  Lieut.-Coloiiel  Malcolm,  by 
my  authority,  under  date  the  9th  instant,  that  I am  disposed  to  act 
in  concert  with  Dowlut  Row  Scindia  as  an  ally  against  Holkar, 
until  Holkar  shall  manifest  a disposition  to  accede  to  reasonable 
terms  of  peace. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  communications  which  I have  received 
relative  to  the  views  and  disposition  of  Dowlut  Row  Scindia,  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that,  if  assured  of  the  cession  of  Gwalior 
and  Gohud,  he  would  be  ready,  not  only  to  open  a negotiation  with 
the  British  G<n'ernment  for  the  adjustment  of  other  points,  but  also 
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to  comply  witli  the  demand  which  has  hitherto  been  declared  to  be 
an  indispensable  prehminary  to  any  negotiation.  Your  Lordship 
has  acted  in  strict  conformity  to  the  declared  resolutions  of  Goyem- 
ment  in  maintaining  that  demand,  unaccompanied  by  any  specific 
assurance  in  your  reply  to  Scindia’s  late  letter,  and  in  the 
corresponding  communications  made  to  Scindia  and  his  Minister, 
under  your  Lordship’s  authority,  through  the  channel  of  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Malcolm  and  Moonshee  Kavil  Xyne.  But  being  anxious 
to  remove  every  obstacle  to  the  proposed  negotiation,  and  being 
resolved  eventually  to  cede  to  Scindia  the  possession  of  Gwalior 
and  Gohud,  I am  not  aware  of  any  material  objection  to  a 
candid  declaration  to  Scindia  of  my  intentions  in  his  favour, 
on  the  condition  of  his  separation  from  Holkar,  and  his  com- 
pliance with  the  demand  for  the  release  of  the  British  Eesident. 
I have  accordingly  judged  proper  to  address  a letter  to  Scindia 
upon  that  subject,  wliich  will  be  transmitted  by  the  Secretary"  to 
Lieut.-Colonel  Malcolm,  for  the  purpose  of  being  forwarded : a copy 
of  it  is  enclosed  for  your  Lordship’s  information.^  Your  Lordship 
will  observe  that  I have  given  Dowlut  Bow  Scindia  reason  to  be 
assured  of  the  cession  of  Gwalior  and  Gohud,  after  he  shall  have 
separated  from  Holkar,  and  dismissed  Mr.  Jenkins;  and  I have 
deemed  it  advisable  to  combine  'with  a declaration  to  that  effect,  a 
statement  of  the  general  principles  of  policy  by  which  I am  desirous 
of  reo:ulating  the  conduct  of  the  British  Government  towards  all 
the  States  of  India.  I am  anxious  to  promulgate  those  principles, 
'with  a view  to  restore  to  the  Native  States  that  confidence  in  the 
justice  and  moderation  of  the  British  Government,  which  past  events 
have  considerably  impaired,  and  which  appears  to  me  to  be  essen- 
tial to  the  security  and  tranquillity  of  the  Company’s  dominions. 
Your  Lordship  will  also  observe,  that  I have  endeavoured  to  repress 
any  expectation  on  the  part  of  Dowlut  Bow  Scindia  of  deriving 
advantage  from  a perseverance  in  his  late  equivocal  course  of 
conduct,  and  to  induce  him  to  apprehend  that  procrastination  or 
evasion  will  expose  to  hazard  the  fulfiment  of  the  intentions  I 
have  declared  in  his  favour. 

As  connected  with  this  subject,  I now  proceed  to  state  to  your 
Lordship  my  sentiments  and  resolutions  with  regard  to  the  question 
of  obtaining  the  disposal  of  Gohud.  The  description  contained  in 
^ one  of  your  Lordship’s  despatches  to  the  late  Governor-General  of 
the  character  and  conduct  of  the  Bana  of  Gohud,  and  the  general 

• This  letter  was  never  foi-warded.  Lord  the  death  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  Sir  Georg# 
Lake  a.ssigned  strong  reasons  for  withholding  Barlow,  however,  acquiesced  in  the  reasons, 
jt,  but  his  despatch  was  not  received  till  after 
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tenor  of  tlie  information  I have  received  upon  that  subject,  afford 
abundant  proof  of  the  utter  inability  of  that  chieftain  to  regulate 
the  affairs  of  his  country,  to  preserve  its  tranquillity,  or  to  realize 
its  revenue  under  the  supremacy  of  such  a chieftain.  The  terri- 
tory must  exhibit  a constant  scene  of  turbulence  and  disorder 
unless  it  shall  be  placed  under  the  absolute  management  and  con- 
trol of  a local  British  authority.  The  British  Government  must  be 
burthened  and  embarrassed  with  the  charge  of  administering  the 
affairs  of  that  country,  without  the  advantage  of  our  own  laws  and 
regulations,  and  without  any  other  benefit  than  that  of  securing 
the  amount  of  the  stipulated  subsidy  for  the  payment  of  the  subsi- 
dised troops,  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  keep  in  a state  of  con- 
stant and  active  employment  for  the  preservation  of  tranquillity, 
and  the  regulation  of  the  revenues.  The  Rana  would,  in  fact, 
become  a pensioner  upon  the  British  Government,  although  the 
nominal  sovereign  of  a country  estimated  to  yield  a revenue  of 
twenty-five  lacs  of  rupees  per  annum.  I am  aware  of  the 
stipulation  in  the  treaty  with  the  Rana,  which  secures  to  the 
British  Government  the  realization  of  the  amount  of  the  subsidy, 
by  giving  us  a right  to  appoint  a person  to  superintend  the  collec- 
tion of  that  amount,  in  the  event  of  a failure  on  the  part  of  the 
Rana  in  the  payment  of  it.'  But  there  are  duties  and  obligations 
imposed  upon  the  Rana  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  beyond  the 
mere  payment  of  the  subsidy,  and  his  neglect,  refusal,  or  inability 
To  fulfil  them  would  unquestionably  justify  the  dissolution  of  the 
alliance.  But  independently  of  this  consideration  it  may  be 
observed  that,  according  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of  public 
law,  an  alliance  which  exposes  to  hazard  the  most  essential  inte- 
rests of  either  of  the  allied  States,  and,  consequently,  endangers 
the  very  existence  of  that  State,  may  be  abandoned  without  any 
implication  of  its  public  faith.  At  the  same  time  it  is  incumbent 
upon  a State  so  situated,  to  make  such  compensation  to  the  other 
contracting  party  as  circumstances  may  render  practicable.  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  stating  my  decided  opinion,  that  the  necessity 
of  acquiring  a right  to  dispose  of  the  territory  of  Gohud,  considered 
as  a means  indispensably  requisite  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
general  pacification,  (which  in  my  judgment  it  unquestionably  is) 
renders  the  preceding  observation  precisely  applicable  to  the  case 
of  the  alliance  subsisting  between  the  British  Government  and  the 
Rana  of  Gohud.  Under  either  or  both  of  the  points  of  view  in 
which  I have  considered  our  alliance  with  Gohud,  my  mind  is 
entirely  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  annulling  it,  securing  at  the  same 
time  a suitable  pro\’ision  for  the  Rana,  and  affording  ample  protec- 
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tion  to  his  person  and  family.  It  is  superfluous  to  add  that  the 
abrogation  of  the  treaty  by  which  alone  the  Eana  obtained  the 
sovereignty  of  Gohud,  leaves  the  British  Government  at  liberty  to 
dispose  of  that  territory  in  the  manner  most  consistent  with  its 
interests.  At  the  same  time  I am  anxious  that,  if  possible,  the 
right  of  disposing  of  that  territory  should  be  the  result  of  a nego- 
tiation with  the  Eana  of  Gohud ; and  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
probable  tliat  the  Eana,  sensible  of  his  utter  incapacity  to  govern 
his  country,  or  even  to  derive  from  it  a sufficient  maintenance, 
and  exposed  to  the  difficulties,  dangers,  and  vexations  of  such  a 
charge,  will  be  disposed  to  exchange  it  for  a certain  annual  income, 
which  will  afford  him,  without  effort  or  trouble,  the  means  of  living 
in  comfort,  ease,  and  independence.  . . . 

Agreeably  to  the  intimation  contained  in  the  7th  paragraph  of 
this  despatch,  I now  proceed  to  state  to  your  Lordship  the  plan 
which  occurs  to  me  for  the  disposal  of  the  territory  to  the  west- 
ward and  southward  of  Delhi,  without  assigning  any  portion  of  it  to 
Dowlut  Eow  Scindia. 

The  plan  which  I propose  is  to  assign  from  it,  jaghires  to  the 
several  chiefs  who  have  joined  our  cause,  and  for  whom,  with  the 
irregular  troops  under  their  command,  we  are  bound  to  provide, 
and  to  divide  the  remainder  between  the  Eajahs  of  Macherry  and 
Bhuidpoor,  those  chieftains  consenting  to  relinquish  them  alliance 
with  the  British  Government. 

It  appears  to  me  that  those  chieftains  must  be  interested  in 
excluding  the  Marhattas,  and  that  their  territories,  thus  extended, 
would  constitute  the  deshable  barrier  between  the  possessions  of 
Scindia  in  Hindostan  and  our  possessions  in  the  Duab,  provided 
they  should  be  able  to  resist  the  power  of  Scindia.  It  appears  to 
me  to  be  probable  that  in  the  reduced  condition  of  Scindia’s  mili- 
tary force,  those  chieftains  would  be  able  to  maintain  their  posses- 
sions and  their  independence  against  his  utmost  efforts,  especially 
if  aided  by  the  jaghiredars,  who  would  of  course  be  interested  in 
opposing  him.  But  even  the  probability  of  Scindia’s  ultimate  suc- 
cess would  not,  in  my  opinion,  constitute  a sufficient  objection  to 
the  proposed  arrangement,  being  satisfied  of  the  expediency 
even  of  admitting  into  the  territories  in  question  the  power  of 
Dowlut  Eow  Scindia,  rather  than  we  should  preserve  any  control 
over  or  connection  with  them.  But  Scindia’s  endeavom’s  to  wrest 
those  territories  from  the  hands  of  the  Eajahs  of  Macherry  and 
Bhurtpoor,  may  be  expected  to  lay  the  foundation  of  interminable 
contests,  which  will  afford  ample  and  permanent  employment  to 
Scindia ; and,  under  any  circumstances,  I cannot  admit  the  appre- 
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liension  of  any  hostile  attempt  on  the  part  of  Scindia  against  the 
British  possessions  in  the  Duab,  still  less  should  I deem  it  probable 
in  the  event  of  his  rendering  the  cliiefs  of  Macherry  and  Bhurtpoor 
his  perpetual  enemies,  which  must  be  the  consequence  of  his 
endeavours  to  deprive  them  of  a portion  of  their  dominions. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Bajah  of  Bhurtpoor,  including  the 
restoration  of  the  fortress  of  I)eeg,  may  probably  afford  the  means 
of  obtaining  an  earlier  payment  of  the  whole,  or  a part  of,  the  con- 
tribution due  by  that  chieftain  to  the  British  Grvernment.  It 
may,  however,  be  a question  whether  it  would  not  be  both  just  and 
expedient,  under  the  abrogation  of  the  subsisting  treaty,  to  com- 
promise that  demand. 

With  regard  to  the  chieftains  for  whom  we  propose  to  provide 
by  jaghires  in  the  country  on  the  west  of  the  Jumna,  I am  anxious 
on  the  general  principle  of  withdrawing  from  all  connexion  with 
that  country  (with  the  exception  before  stated),  to  avoid  any 
engagement  which  will  impose  upon  us  the  obligation  to  protect 
them.  It  is  my  wish,  if  possible,  that  they  should  be  placed  in  a 
condition  entirely  independent  of  us. 

It  may  perhaps  be  found  practicable  to  render  them  dependent 
upon  the  States  of  Macherry  and  Bhurtpoor  ; but  I shall  deem  any 
arrangement  with  regard  to  them,  preferable  to  one  which  should 
render  them  dependent  upon  our  protection. 

Your  Lordship’s  local  knowledge  and  experience  will  enable 
you  to  judge  of  the  practicability  of  this  general  plan,  and  I 
request  to  be  favoured  with  your  Lordship’s  sentiments  upon  it, 
combined  with  such  further  suggestions  as  may  occur  to  your 
Lordship’s  judgment.  The  details  of  it  must  necessarily  form  the 
subject  of  future  communications. 

I request  also  to  be  favoured  with  your  Lordship’s  sentiments 
and  suggestions  upon  all  the  points  stated  in  this  despatch. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The  answer  of  Lord  Lake  to  this  despatch  was  dated  a few  days 
subsequent  to  the  death  of  Lord  Cornwallis, — it  is  therefore  not  given ; 
but  he  did  not  assent  to  the  views  expressed  in  the  foregoing  paper. 

Marquis  Cornwallis  to  Lord.  Lake. 

My  dear  Lord,  Sept.  23, 1805. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  describe  to  you  the  feelings  of  regret 
and  concern  that  have  been  produced  on  my  mind,  by  the  receipt 
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of  your  Lordsliip’s  public  and  private  letters  of  the  13tb  instant 
whicb  arrived  yesterday,  especially  after  tbe  full  j>ersuasion  I bad 
been  impressed  with,  of  tbe  tborougb  cordiabty  witb  wbicb  you 
bad  contemplated  my  arrival  in  India  in  tbe  stations  of  Governor- 
General  and  Commander-in-Cbief.  K anvtbing  could  exceed  my 
disappointment  at  this  change,  as  it  appears  to  me,  in  your  senti- 
ments, it  would  be  tbe  very  unexpected,  and  I am  sure  tbe  ver\' 
unfounded  interpretation  you  bave  put  upon  tbe  General  Order  of 
tbe  28tb  ultimo,  as  conve^ung  tbe  most  distant  idea  of  a censure 
upon  you ; notbing,  my  dear  Lord,  bebeve  me,  could  bave  been 
more  foreign  to  my  thoughts  or  intentions,  and  it  is  therefore  tbe 
first  and  most  anxious  of  my  wishes  to  acquit  myself  fully  of  any 
such  desism.  which  would  bave  been  as  inconsistent  witb  tbe  senti- 
ments of  friendship  and  regard  we  bave  so  long  entertained  for 
each  other,  as  it  would  bave  been  derogatory  to  tbe  respectability 
of  those  stations  we  severally  enjoy. 

If,  my  dear  Lord,  a misconception  has  taken  place,  either  in 
respect  to  tbe  powers  witb  wbicb  I was  vested  from  home,  or  in 
regard  to  my  assumption  and  exercise  of  them  here,  for  God’s 
sake  let  us  come  to  a thorough  understanding  upon  this  subject 
in  tbe  first  instance,  as  tbe  surest  means  of  enabling  both  of  us  to 
act  with  a thorough  candour  and  cordiabty,  even  though  we  should 
imfortunately  difter  so  much  in  our  ideas  as  to  render  it  impracti- 
cable for  you,  consistently  witb  your  feelings,  to  continue  to  me 
tbe  aid  of  those  services,  wbicb  bave  been  so  zealously  and  so  suc- 
cessfuby  exerted  in  tbe  cause  of  your  country,  and  wbicb  I could 
not  be  deprived  of  without  experiencing  very  strong  feelings  of 
sincere  regret. 

Your  Lordship  web  knows  that  I bave  never  yet  accepted  a 
civil  government  to  wbicb  tbe  military  authority  was  not  also 
annexed,  and  that  both  in  India  before,  as  web  as  in  Ireland, 
(where  I bad  tbe  benefit  of  your  zealous  co-operation  and  assist- 
ance), tbe  exercise  of  that  branch  of  my  public  duties  wbicb 
belonged  to  tbe  military  part  of  my  appointment  was  conducted 
under  my  own  orders  and  direction.  It  is  therefore  no  novelty  in 
my  practice,  and  I solemnly  assure  you  it  never  was  in  my  contem- 
plation, to  relinquish  tbe  superintendence  and  direc-tion  of  the 
details  of  tbe  army.  K this  therefore,  my  dear  Lord,  is  the  point, 
I wbl  not  say  in  contest,  but  in  question,  between  us,  I can  only 
timst  that  in  this  candid  exposition  of  my  ideas  you  wbl  at  once 
see,  that  an  order  issued  in  conformity  to  tbe  fulfilment  of  those 
duties  could  not  bave  been  published  ^dth  any  such  views  towards 
your  Lordsliip,  as  bave  been  imputed  to  it. 
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I wish,  before  you  take  any  decisive  steps  in  regard  to  a return 
to  Em*ope,  that  you  would  as  candidly  and  freely  explain  to  me, 
my  dear  Lord,  the  ideas  which  you  had  formed  of  the  powers  and 
authority  intended  to  be  vested  in  you,  and  favour  me  with  an 
explanation  of  that  description  of  a divided  authority  which  could, 
in  your  judgment,  be  exercised  in  our  relative  situations,  so  as  to 
combine  the  interests  of  the  public  and  the  efficiency  of  my  con- 
trolling powers,  with  the  continuance  of  a distinct  authority  to  be 
exercised  by  your  Lordship  over  the  troops  of  this  establishment ; 
and  you  may  rely  upon  my  disposition  to  give  it  as  liberal  and  as 
candid  a consideration  as  your  utmost  wishes  could  desire. 

I am,  &c., 

CORNW'ALLIS. 

George  Abercrombie  Robixsox,  Esq.,  to  Viscouxt  Castlereagh. 

My  Lord,  Near  Buxor,  Sept.  25,  1805. 

A more  distressing  representation  than  I have  now  to  make 
of  Lord  Cornwallis’s  health  can  hardly  be  imagined.  The  last 
overland  despatch  conveyed  reports  that  would  probably  inform 
your  Lordship  of  the  precarious  state  in  which  w^e  then  thought 
him,  and  woidd  prepare  you  in  some  measure  for  the  still  more 
afflicting  accounts  you  will  now  receive. 

On  his  Lordsliip  landing  at  Madras,  it  was  very  obvious  that 
his  constitution  was  less  equal  to  contend  against  the  effects  of  this 
climate  than  during  his  former  residence  in  India.^  From  that 
time  to  the  present,  without  suffering  from  the  influence  of  any 
specific  complaint,  a gradual  state  of  increasing  weakness  and 
debility  has  reduced  liim  at  length  to  a condition  that  affords  no 
actual  hopes  of  recovery  ; and  although  he  has  continued  till  within 
these  few  days  to  give  his  attention  to  the  course  of  all  political 
business  on  which  his  mind  has  been  constantly  and  intensely  bent, 
I am  persuaded  he  can  no  longer  conduct  it  to  any  efficient  pur- 
pose, w ithout  a change  so  great  and  rapid  as  to  amount  almost  to 
a miracle ; and  w^e  have  written  accordingly  to  Sir  George  Barlow 
to  recommend  his  coming  up  immediately  by  dawk  to  joiii  his 
Lordsliip  at  Benares.  j have,  &c., 

G.  A.  Kobinson. 

26th  September. 

P.S.  Letters  were  received  from  Muttra  last  night,  copies  of 

* The  first  proof  of  his  bodily  weakness,  was  which,  with  reference  to  his  former  habits, 
his  reluctance  to  ride  the  hard-trotting  horses  had  been  selected  for  him. 
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which  are  sent  to  ]\[r.  Grant,  by  which  it  appears  that  Scinclia 
has  resolved  to  dismiss  3Ir.  Jenldns,  an  event  that  vdll  remove 
the  only  stumbling-block  now  in  the  way  of  negotiation  with  him. 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  good  name,  I am  persuaded,  has  effected  this. 
How  much  is  it  to  be  regretted  that  he  should  not  live  to  accom- 
plish this  great  work  of  peace  ! He  is  much  the  same  to-day  as 
yesterday. 

George  Abercrombie  Robixsox,  Esq.,  to  Lieut. -General  Ross. 

Above  Buxor,  Sept.  26,  1805. 

You  cannot  conceive  a more  melancholy  and  distressing 
state  than  we  are  now  in,  my  dear  General.  Since  my  letter  by 
the  last  overland  despatch,  if  we  have  had  occasional  gleams  of 
hope,  they  have  been  very  transitory,  and  must  in  the  end  prove 
illusive,  for  I think  it  is  hardly  possible  for  any  human  being  to 
retain  existence  much  longer,  in  the  weak  and  reduced  state  in 
which  good  Lord  Cornwallis  now  is  ; but,  alas,  it  is  not  only  the  loss 
of  bodily  strength  that  we  have  to  deplore,  the  powers  of  his  mind 
are  unfortunately  failing  him  fast,  he  dozes  away  the  remnant  of 
life  that  is  left  to  him  and  wakes  but  to  a perfect  unconsciousness 
of  what  is  passing  around  him.  I have  lived  in  short,  my  dear 
General,  to  see  the  day  when  the  dissolution  of  this  great  and  good 
man  is  more  to  be  wished  for,  than  existence  in  his  present  state. 
I cannot  describe  to  you  what  my  feelings  are,  and  have  been  for 
some  time  past,  from  being  constantly  with  him.  I had  seen  the 
gTadual  approaches  of  this  state  of  weakness ; they  have  however 
been  so  gradual,  that,  until  within  these  four  or  five  days  he  has 
been  capable  of  comprehending  the  course  of  the  pohtical  business 
on  which  his  mind  to  the  last  has  been  intensely  and  anxiously 
bent,  but  he  rallies  not  now  even  to  that  object ; and  as  NightingaU 
and  myself  have  long  felt  that  no  small  responsibility  might  attach 
to  us,  we  have  constantly  kept  Su’  George  Barlow  informed  of  his 
state,  advised  his  laying  bearers  to  be  ready  to  proceed  imme- 
diately up  the  country  in  the  event  of  Lord  C.’s  death,  and 
now  have  urged  him  strenuously  to  join  us  immediately,  that  the 
efficiency  of  the  Government  may  be  supported  by  his  presence, 
which  is  the  only  expedient  that  the  present  distressing  state  of 
things  admits  of.  I once  proposed  an  immediate  return  to  Cal- 
cutta and  an  embarkation  for  Europe,  but  Fleming  thinks  if  there 
is  a chance  left,  it  is  in  the  effects  of  a cold  climate,  which  we  shall 
sooner  arrive  at  here  than  below. 

I think  it  proper  that  Lord  Brome  should  know  how  httle  hope 
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we  have  of  Lord  Cornwallis’s  recovery,  but  I see  no  good  that  can 
be  answered  by  wounding  his  feelings  still  deeper  by  a description 
of  his  imbecility ; I shall  accordingly  enclose  within  this  a few  lines 
calculated  to  be  shown  to  Lord  Brome,  and  trust  the  communica- 
tion of  it  to  you.  Pray  offer  my  respectful  remembrances  to  Mrs. 
Ross,  who  I hope  is  well,  and 

Believe  me,  my  dear  General,  &c., 

G.  A.  Robinson. 

P.S.  While  I have  been  writing.  Lord  Cornwallis  has  asked  a 
question  about  the  release  of  our  Resident  with  Scindia,  that  shows 
his  mind  is  still  alive  to  that  subject,  and  that  after  a considerable 
interval,' he  recollects  an  important  despatch  I read  to  him  this 
morning. 

Mr.  Robinson  had  written  to  various  j^ei’sons  during  the  pre- 
ceding ten  days,  giving  an  almost  daily  account  of  Ijord  Cornwallis’s 
health.  Up  to  September  25  there  had  frequently  been  symptoms 
of  returning  strength.  But  after  that  all  hope  was  abandoned. 


Sm  George  Barlow  to  the  Court  of  Directors. 

HoNOUKABLE  SiKS,  Ghazepore,  Oct.  5,  1805. 

. . . With  sentiments  of  the  deepest  concern  and  regret 

I have  to  announce  to  your  Honourable  Court,  the  melancholy 
event  of  the  decease  of  the  Governor-General,  Marquis  Cornwallis, 
on  the  5th  instant  at  Ghazepore,  in  the  province  of  Benares, 
at  which  place  he  had  arrived  on  his  journey  to  the  Upper 
Provinces.  . . . 

I have  the  honour,  &c., 

Geoege  H.  Baelow. 


The  two  following  letters,  written  a few  months  later  than  the 
above,  are  inserted,  as  they  contain  some  account  of  the  close  of 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  life.  They  are  addressed  to  ‘‘  Viscount  Brome,” 
though  he  had  then,  by  liis  father’s  death,  become  second  Marquis 
Cornwallis. 
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Lieut. -Colonel  Nightingall  to  Viscount  Brome. 

]\Iy  dear  Lord,  On  the  Ganges  near  Monghir,  Jan.  15,  1806. 

The  arrival  of  the  Medusa  and  various  overland  packets, 
will  long  since  have  conveyed  to  you  the  mournful  intelligence  of 
the  irreparable  loss  we  have  sustained.  I could  only  address  a 
very  few  Lines  to  you  by  my  friend  Eobinson,  being  at  that  period 
too  much  overwhelmed  with  grief  to  enter  fully  into  the  melancholy 
particulars  of  that  sad  event.  It  was  however  the  less  necessary, 
as  Eobinson  was  so  fully  able  to  relate  to  you  the  whole  progress 
of  the  weakness  (for  I cannot  caU  it  disease)  which  gradually 
deprived  us  of  one  of  the  greatest  as  well  as  best  of  men.  From 
the  period  of  his  Lordship’s  arrival  in  India,  he  grew  daily  weaker 
and  totally  lost  aU  appetite,  and  I understand  this  was  also  the 
case  from  the  very  day  he  sailed  from  England ; ^ I was  in  hopes 
however,  that  his  proceeding  immediately  after  his  aiTival  up  the 
country,  and  getting  into  a cooler  climate  might  have  proved  of 
service,  and  perhaps  in  some  degree  have  restored  his  strength 
and  appetite  ; but  you  will  find  by  Eobinson’s  account  that  in  this 
respect  we  were  all  miserably  deceived,  for  he  continued  declining 
and  sinking  every  day  more  and  more,  though  perfectly  unaware  of 
his  own  immediate  danger.  I was  unfortunately  at  one  period  so 
extremely  and  dangerously  ill  myself  as  to  be  confined  to  my  bed 
for  ten  days,  and  consequently  unable  to  see  him ; as  soon  as  I 
was  sufficiently  recovered  to  walk,  I went  on  board  his  boat,  and 
was  much  shocked  to  see  what  a sad  change  the  ten  days  I had 
been  absent  had  made  in  his  appeai'ance ; lie  seemed,  however,  in 
some  degree  revived  at  seeing  me  again,  and  expressed  himself  (in 
liis  usual  kind  and  affectionate  manner)  most  happy  at  my  reco- 
very. After  this  period,  about  three  weeks  before  his  death,  I 
never  quitted  him  during  the  day,  and  latterly,  when  we  were 
oblio:ed  to  remove  him  from  his  boat  to  a house  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  Eobinson  and  I always  slept  in  the  next  room ; in  fact,  my 
dear  Lord,  you  may  rely  upon  it  that  every  attention  and  care  was 
paid  to  him  which  the  most  sincere  affection  could  possibly  bestow, 
and  it  will  afford  you  some  small  consolation,  that  I was  present  to 
administer  every  possible  comfort  to  him  in  his  last  moments. 
Notwithstanding  his  extreme  weak  and  reduced  state,  he  nobly 
supported  his  high  character  to  the  last,  never  once  thinking  of  his 
own  deplorable  condition,  but  ever  anxious  to  pursue  his  journey 

^ The  food  on  board  ship  did  not  suit  him,  came  bad,  he  would  not  avail  himself  of  the 
and  he  objected  to  the  fowls  which  had  been  Bristol  water  which  had  been  laid  in  espe- 
provided,  being  reserved  exclusively  for  his  daily  for  him. 
use.  In  the  same  way,  when  the  water  be- 
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in  order  to  accomplish  the  great  end  for  which  he  came  out,  and 
for  which  he  has,  unhappily  for  liis  friends  and  his  country,  fallen  a 
sacrifice. 

I will  not,  however,  dwell  any  longer  on  this  truly  melancholy 
subject  (though  it  is  ever  uppermost  in  my  thoughts),  as  in  fact  it 
will  be  merely  a repetition  of  what  Robinson  must  have  already 
made  you  fully  acquainted  with ; I shall  therefore  briefly  remark, 
that  there  has  been  but  one  universal  sentiment  of  the  most  sincere 
regret  expressed  all  over  India,  both  by  Europeans  and  natives, 
who  have,  at  the  tliree  Presidencies,  unanimously  joined  in  paying 
that  respectful  tribute  to  his  memory  which  was  due  to  his  exalted 
patriotism,  his  numerous  virtues,  and  his  revered  character. 

I have  experienced  every  consolation  under  my  heavy  and 
irreparable  loss,  which  my  good  friend  Sh’  George  Barlow  could 
possibly  bestow.  . . . 

I need  not  say  how  extremely  happy  I should  be  to  receive  a 
line  from  you  whenever  you  have  a leisure  moment ; in  the  mean 
time  believe  me  always  with  the  most  sincere  esteem  and  regard. 

My  dear  Lord,  very  faithfully  and  affectionately  yours, 

M.  Nightingall. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Nightingale  to  Viscount  Brome. 

My  DEAE  LoED,  Fort  William,  March  16,  1806, 

Before  this  letter  reaches  England  I sincerely  hope  you  will 
have  recovered,  in  some  degree,  from  the  severe  shock  you  must 
have  experienced  on  the  arrival  of  the  Medusa.  I can  easily  judge 
of  your  feelings  on  that  truly  melancholy  occasion  by  my  own,  and 
will  endeavour  in  fiitm'e  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  recalling 
such  painful  ideas  to  your  recollection ; one  or  two  circumstances 
must,  however,  be  stated  for  yom*  information.  AYhen  Robinson 
left  us  at  Ghazeepore,  it  was  agreed  between  us  that  all  the 
expenses  attending  the  funeral  and  place  of  interment  should  be 
defrayed  by  me ; but  Government  have  insisted  on  discharging  the 
amount  of  the  temporary  masonry  erected  round  the  tomb,  in 
order  to  preserve  it  till  the  mausoleum  should  be  built,  and  nothing 
has  been  left  for  me  to  pay  but  some  small  presents  and  other 
trifling  expenses  incurred  on  that  sad  melancholy  occasion,  and 
which  will  not  exceed  one  hundred,  or  at  most  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds ; the  account  was  sent  to  me  some  time  ago  but  has 
been  mislaid,  and  I have  written  to  my  friend  Mr.  Crommelin,  the 
Commercial  Resident  at  Ghazeepore,  for  another  copy  which  I 
expect  in  a few  days,  and  will  transmit  to  you  by  the  next  ship. 

VOL.  HI.  2 o 
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. . . I have  reserved  to  myself  an  old  sword  which  I re- 

member to  have  seen  liis  Lordship  wear  in  the  Mysore  war,  a sash, 
and  a cane ; these  articles  are  to  me  invaluable,  particularly  the 
first,  which,  with  your  permission  I shall  religiously  keep  till  the 
day  of  my  death ; independent  of  the  desire  of  inheriting  a sword 
which  has  been  worn  by  so  distinguished  a soldier,  it  is  natural  for 
me  to  wish  for  the  possession  of  some  small  token  which  belonged 
to  one  I ever  loved  and  revered  'svith  the  truest  affection. 

As  all  letters  addressed  to  his  Lordship  are  opened  by  me  to 
ascertain  whether  they  contain  any  information  of  a pubhc  nature, 
I shall  send  all  such  as  are  merely  private  to  you,  in  case  they  are 
of  any  importance ; I have,  of  com’se,  returned  your  own  letters 
unopened.  . . . 

I shall  ever  maintain  the  most  sincere  regard  and  affec- 
tion for  you  and  all  your  family,  nor  do  I ever  intend  to  trouble 
you  in  any  shape  or  ask  you  to  forward  my  views  in  life  by  your 
interest.  If  there  is  one  thing  in  the  world  I abhor  more  than 
another,  it  is  that  of  asking  a favour,  and  fortunately  my  prospects 
are  so  good  that  there  is  no  chance  of  my  being  driven  to  this 
necessity. 

Mrs.  N.  is  veiy  well  and  desires  her  best  love  to  you  and  Lady 
Louisa  (for  so  I must  for  this  once  call  her),  not  forgetting  her 
favourites  Jane  and  little  Louisa  ; and, 

Beheve  me,  Ac., 

M.  Nightingall. 


Besides  the  civil  and  military  honours  conferred  upon  him  by 
his  sovereign.  Lord  Cornwallis  repeatedly  during  his  lifetime  re- 
ceived such  marks  of  approbation  as  a grateful  country  could 
bestow.  On  more  than  one  occasion,  the  thanks  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  were  voted  him.  The  Corporations  of  London,^  Dublin, 
Waterford,  and  many  other  towns  enrolled  him  among  their  free- 
men, and  on  his  return  from  India,  in  1794,  the  East  India  Company 
settled  upon  him  a pension  of  5000Z.  certain  for  20  years. 

But  his  death  called  forth  still  stronger  proofs  of  the  universal 

1 The  Lord  IMayor  and  a deputation  of  the  through  the  streets.  He  was  then  sworn  in, 
Coi-poration  went  in  state  on  April  5,  1794,  and  entertained  at  a great  dinner  at  the 
with  banners  and  a band  of  music,  to  Old  Mansion  House,  which  was  decorated  with  a 
Burlington  Street,  to  present  Lord  Cornwallis  transparency  representing  the  delivery  of  the 
with  a gold  box  containing  the  Freedom  of  the  Hostages.— See  Gent.  Mag.,  vol.  Ixiv.  p.  379. 
City.  Lord  Cornwallis  returned  with  them  The  freedoms  of  the  Irish  towns  were  voted, 
to  the  Mansion  House,  the  populace  taking  some  during,  some  after,  the  discussions  on 
the  horses  from  his  carriage,  and  drawing  him  the  Union. 
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esteem  in  which  he  was  held,  and  of  the  deep  regret  felt  for  his 
loss.  As  soon  as  the  intelligence  of  his  decease  reached  Calcutta, 
the  Supreme  Council  ordered,  besides  the  usual  marks  of  respect, 
that  the  whole  army  should  wear  mourning  for  three  months.  At 
a public  meeting  which  was  immediately  convened,  it  was  resolved, 
without  one  dissentient  voice,  to  erect  by  subscription  a mausoleum 
to  his  memory  at  Ghazipore.^  The  inhabitants  of  Bombay  not 
only  cordially  joined  in  this  subscription,  but  also  determined  to 
place  a statue  in  the  most  conspicuous  locality  of  their  city.  At 
Madras,^  and  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  it  was  decided  to  erect 
cenotaphs  to  his  memory.  Nor  were  the  contributions  for  these 
objects  confined  to  Europeans,  as  many  of  the  natives  requested 
permission  to  testify  their  feelings  by  liberal  subscriptions. 

In  England  Lord  Castlereagh,  Feb.  3,  1806,  moved  in  the 
House  of  ‘Commons  to  erect  a statue  of  him  in  St.  Paul’s.  Objec- 
tions were  raised  to  tliis  proposal  by  two  members  only — IMr. 
O’Hara,  avowedly  because  Lord  Cornwallis  had  carried  the  Union — 
and  Mr.  Windham,  from  one  of  those  singular  crotchets  which  so 
often  biassed  his  mind  and  infiueiiced  liis  conduct.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  say  that  the  Court  of  Directors,  who  had  at  all  times  so 
warmly  concurred  in  the  views  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  deeply  lamented 
his  death.  As  a mark  of  private  respect  they  wore  mourning  for 
some  weeks,  and  they  cordially  joined  with  the  Court  of  Proprietors 
in  voting  a sum  of  40,000?.  to  his  family,  as  a more  substantial 
token  of  their  approbation. 

No  person  who  devotes  himself  to  the  service  of  his  country, 
can  hope  that  his  conduct  will  be  exempt  from  harsh  criticism,  and 
unmerited  blame.  To  this  general  rule  Lord  Cornwallis  was  no 
exception.  On  the  other  hand  it  would  be  easy  to  quote  from  the 
speeches  and  writings  of  most  distinguished  politicians  and  histo- 
rians, the  strongest  eulogies  on  his  conduct.  By  many  his  military 
talents  have  been  highly  extolled,  by  others  as  much  depreciated. 
The  great  measures  he  carried  out  in  India  were,  at  the  time, 
regarded  as  the  strongest  proofs  of  just  philanthropy,  and  enlight- 
ened statesmansliip.  By  some,  especially  in  more  recent  days, 
they  have  been  condemned  in  no  measured  terms.  The  same 
variety  of  opinion  with  respect  to  his  general  policy  and  public 
conduct  has  also  been  expressed,  both  in  writing  and  in  public 
discussions  during  his  life,  as  well  as  subsequent  to  his  death.  But 
it  has  always  been  a high  gratification  to  those  connected  with  him, 

1 The  first  stone  of  the  mausoleum  was  ^ A statue  had  already  been  inaugurated 
laid  Dec.  22,  1809,  and  the  building  has  been  to  liim  at  Madras  in  1800. 
kept  in  repair  by  the  Government  ever  since. 
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either  by  ties  of  blood  or  friendship,  to  know  that  with  one  or  two 
excejitions,  arising  from  private  malevolence  or  general  hatred  of  all 
that  is  good  and  great,  his  private  character  has  been  ever  held  in  the 
highest  estimation,  and  that  even  those  who  have  most  impugned 
his  public  policy,  have  looked  upon  him  as  a man  whose  motives 
were  as  pure,  as  liis  honour  and  integrity  were  unimpeachable; 

“ Quod  si  habitum  quoque  ejus  posteri  noscere  velint,  decentior 
quam  sublimior  fuit : nihil  metus  in  vultu : gratia  oris  supererat : 
bonum  virum  facile  crederes,  magnum  libenter.  Et  ipse  quidem, 
quamquam  medio  in  spatio  integrae  aetatis  ereptus,  quantum  ad  gloriam, 
longissimum  a0vum  peregit.  Opibus  nimiis  non  gaudebat;  speciosae 
contigerant : natis  supei  stitibus,  potest  videri  etiam  beatus,  incolumi 
dignitate,  florente  fama,  salvis  adfinitatibus  et  amicitiis,  futura 
elfugisse. 

♦ * * * ♦ * . 

Quidquid  ex  illo  amavimus,  quidquid  mirati  sumus,  manet,  mansu- 
rumque  est  in  animis  hominum,  in  asternitate  temporum,  fam4  rerum. 
Nam  multos  veterum,  velut  inglorios  et  ignobiles,  oblivio  obruet:  file 
posteritati  narratus  et  traditus,  superstes  erit.”‘ 

^ Tacit.,  Vit.  Ag, 
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A. 

Abercorn,  Lord,  iii.  321,  323,  324. 

Aberdeen  (3rd  Earl  of),  i.  304. 

Abercromby,  Sir  Ralph,  i.  202  ; commands 
the  British  in  Flanders,  ii.  278,  284, 
286 ; commands  in  Ireland,  335,  415 ; 
opinion  of  the  Irish  militia,  536,  538,  539, 
540,  544;  commands  in  Scotland,  iii.  78, 
123,  126,  127,  130,  145,  148,  294,  361  ; 
ii.  521 ; skirmish  by,  527,  528,  529,  531, 
534. 

Abercromby,  Sir  Robert,  i.  128,  130,  389, 
407,  413,  427,  559  ; ii.  67,  71,  73,  90, 
135,  138,  141,  153,  154,  216,  217,  277, 
293,  296,  307,  317,  322,  491,  514,  515, 
518-521,  527-529,  533,  534,  536,  538- 
540,  544. 

Abkarry,  tax,  ii.  497. 

Abuses  in  recruiting  Company’s  army,  i. 
258 ; of  patronage,  458 ; inquiry  into 
frauds  at  Madras,  ii.  34. 

Accounts  between  the  Company  and  the 
Vizier,  confused  mode  of  stating,  i.  265. 

Acheson,  Hon.  A.,  iii.  50. 

, Sir  Arthur,  mention  of,  by  Swift,  iii. 

50. 

Adair,  Sergt.,  made  Recorder  of  London,  ii. 
379 ; Solicitor  to  the  Ordnance,  379,  381. 

Acbar,  Prince,  i.  453. 

Adare,  Lord  ; see  Dunraven. 

Adaulet,  judges  of,  improper  influence  of, 
i.  283 ; regulations  about  courts  of,  424 ; 
judge  of,  ii.  29 ; court  of  Nizamut,  550 ; 
abolition  of  Maal  Adaulets,  562. 

Addington,  Right  Hon.  H. ; see  Sidmouth. 

Adoption,  ii.  207,  208,  212;  Hindoo  law 
of,  213,  221,  552,  566-568. 

Administration  of  criminal  justice  in 
India,  ii.  487,  549. 

Affghans,  ii.  294. 

Agents  of  native  princes  in  England,  dis- 
satisfaction of  the  Court  of  Directors  with 
unrecognised,  i.  254. 

Agistment  tithe,  iii.  221,  226,  227. 

Agitation  in  Ireland,  ii.  339-349  ; in  An- 
trim, 352  ; Wicklow,  357,  387  ; Kildare 
and  Meath,  358,  359,  363,  379;  iii.  12, 
21,  51,  61,  66,  77,  86,  141  ; in  Waterford 
and  Tipperary,  132;  in  Dublin,  51,  161, 
168,  169,  283,  290. 

Agriculture,  decline  of  Indian,  i.  554 ; 
state  of,  in  Bengal,  ii.  476,  477;  waste 
lands,  558-560. 

Agra,  Lord  Wellesley’s  proposal  of  occu- 
pying, iii.  530,  548. 

Ahmuty,  Col.  Arthur,  i.  457. 

Ailesbury,  Earl  of,  i.  285,  322. 


AMERICA. 

Albanian  troops,  admission  to  the  garrison 
of  Malta  of,  iii.  486. 

Alcock,  Wm.  Congreve,  shoots  Mr.  Col- 
clough  in  a duel,  iii.  124. 

Aldborodgh,  Earl  of,  compensation  to,  iii. 
322. 

Alexander,  Henry,  iii.  43,  98 ; letter  from, 
161,  333. 

Ali  Behauder,  conquests  of,  i.  440,  453. 

Ali  Hussein,  deposition  and  death  of,  iii.  493. 

Ali  Ibrahim  Khan,  Criminal  Judge  at 
Benares,  ii.  29 ; high  character  of,  35. 

Ali  Jah,  revolts  against  his  father,  ii.  304. 

Ali  Reza  Khan,  ii.  211,  534. 

Alkmaar,  armistice  signed  at,  on  the  part  of 
the  English,  iii.  137,  141. 

Allahabad,  proposed  resumption  of,  i.  238. 

Allan,  Major  8ir  Alexander,  iii.  174. 

Alliance  with  Mahratta  princes,  i.  345, 
406,  496  ; between  England  and  Holland 
in  India,  369;  with  Northern  powers,  ii. 
9;  between  Prussia  and  Austria,  164. 

Alliances,  Frederick  the  Great's  opinion 
upon  existing,  i.  204,  207  ; Earl  Corn- 
wallis’s opinion  of,  275. 

Allied  armies,  command  of  the,  ii.  263, 
267-271. 

Allies,  dilatory  movements  of  the  Indian, 
ii.  89,  91,  92  ; intrigues  of,  with  Tippoo, 
139;  treaty  of  guarantee  with,  177. 

Almas  Ali  Khan,  i.  258. 

Altamont,  Earl  of;  see  Sligo. 

Alvanley,  Lord,  i.  269,  299. 

Aly  Eflendy,  Turkish  minister  at  the  Amiens 
conferences,  iii.  462,  466,  481. 

Amalgamation  of  the  King’s  and  Com- 
pany’s armies,  i.  258,332,  341,  344;  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  plan  of,  ii.  572-582. 

Amboor,  ii.  510,  511 ; supplies  from,  522. 

Ameer  Sing,  Raja  of  Tanjore,  i.  222 ; his 
succession  to  Tanjore  decided,  but  after- 

, wards  reconsidered,  251 ; the  succession 
of,  ii.  566-568. 

Ameer  ul  Omra,  i.  254. 

America,  causes  of  the  revolt,  and  progress  of 
the  war,  i.  17-21  ; battles  of  Brooklyn  and 
White  Plains,  23 ; of  Trenton,  26  ; ‘com- 
parative force  of  the  two  armies,  29,  39  ; 
secret  negotiations  between  France  and, 
32 ; aid  from  France,  32 ; cruelty  to  the 
loyalists,  34,  62,  72,  73,  504,  517,  519  ; 
gross  violation  of  her  engagements,  36  ; 
her  financial  resources  dependent  on  Vir- 
ginian tobacco,  43  ; defeat  of  the  rebels 
at  Waxhaws,  45 ; battle  of  Camden,  56  ; 
surprise  and  death  of  Major  Ferguson,  59  ; 
garbled  extracts  from  letters  of  Lords 
Cornwallis  and  Rawdon  quoted  by  Wash- 
ington, 62;  evasion  of  Congress  as  to  ex- 
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change  of  prisoners,  81 ; battle  of  Cow- 
pens,  83  ; of  Guilford,  86  ; communica- 
tions intercepted  by  the  rebels,  89,  96  ; 
battle  of  Hobkirk’s  Hill,  98  ; repudiates  its 
bargain  with  Baron  Steuben,  105 ; diffi- 
culties of,  116;  want  of  courtesy  to  the 
English  army  when  defeated,  126;  war 
with,  practically  ended  on  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
surrender,  138  ; remarks  on  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war  with,  139  ; refusal  of,  to 
exchange  Lord  Cornwallis,  141  ; confisca- 
tion of  the  property  of  the  American 
loyalists,  193;  loyalists,  compensation  to, 
193,  194  ; after  long  delays  pays  42Z.  per 
cent.,  195  ; supply  of  arms  from  the  Tower 
to,  ii.  409  ; refuses  to  receive  the  banished 
Irish  rebels,  376,  425,  427,  432. 

Amherst,  Jeffrey,  Lord,  ii.  283. 

Amiens,  mission  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  iii. 
383 ; documents  relating  to  the  peace  of, 
387;  conferences  at,  399-436,  439-484; 
society  at,  437 ; conclusion  of  the  treaty 
of,  485-487,  507. 

Ancram,  Earl  of,  i.  215. 

— ■ — , see  Lothian. 

Andaman  Islands,  ii.  155,  302. 

Anderson,  David,  proposed  as  successor  in 
Council  to  Sir  J.  Macpherson,  i.  370. 

Anderson,  James,  i.  224. 

Andre,  Major,  execution  of,  i.  78  ; his  mo- 
ther pensioned  and  brother  created  baronet, 
79. 

Animally  hills,  ii.  490. 

Ankerville,  Lord,i.  169. 

Annesley,  Rt.  Hon.  Richard,  iii.  164,166, 
321. 

Anstruther,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.,  ii.  43. 

ANTi-Unionists  equally  violent  as  Anti- 
Catholics,  iii.  51 ; tactics  of,  54  ; dis- 
missal of,  from  office,  57,  62  ; amendments 
proposed  by,  41,  42,  162,  163,  202,  203, 
212,  248  ; inflame  the  minds  of  the  people, 
168,  180. 

Antrim,  outrages  in,  iii.  19,  21,  61,  67  ; 
seizure  of  persons  in,  73;  reception  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  at,  139,  140,  141  ; agi- 
tation in,  168  ; tranquillity  restored,  283. 

, Countess  of,  312,  321. 

Apajee  Ram  sent  by  Tippoo  to  make  terms 
with  Lord  Cornwallis,  ii.  73,  99,  110, 119. 

Appa  Saheb,  ii.  520. 

Appeals  from  the  Court  of  Requests,  evils 
of,  ii.  314  ; courts  of,  establishment  of 
Indian,  563  ; finality  of  decrees  of,  563. 

Appointments,  Government,  at  the  Union, 
iii.  107. 

Apsley,  Capt.,  ii.  322;  iii.  15,  16,  317, 

Arab  horses,  present  of,  ii.  557. 

Arbuthnot,  Admiral,  i.  48,  52  ; action  with 
Chev.  Destouches,  88. 

Archduke  Charles  ; see  Charles. 

Archer,  Wm.  Henry,  ii.  376. 

Argot,  Nabob  of,  Mahomet  Ali,  i.  222 ; 
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debts  of,  224,  248,  353 ; succession  of, 
254;  his  creditors,  388,  547 ; death  of 
his  son  Ameer,  397,  ii.  2 ; petulance  of  his 
creditors,  i.  558 ; creditors  of,  not  to  be 
members  of  Council,  ii.  13 ; his  debt  to 
the  E.I.  Company,  25;  character  of,  26  ; 
complaints  against  Messrs.  Hollond,  65, 
156;  suit  in  Chancery  by,  174,  180;  his 
private  creditors,  481,  486 ; accounts  of, 
484,  485,  493,  495,  496,  498  ; complaints 
by,  503,  510,  526,  527  ; new  arrangement 
with,  545,  570;  iii.  289.  - 

Ardee,  disfranchised,  iii.  321. 

Arden  ; see  Alvanley. 

Ardfert,  disfranchised,  iii.  321. 

Armagh,  Archbishop  of,  iii.  139 ; vacancy 
in  see  of,  160;  claims  of  Archbishop  of 
Cashel  to  see  of,  217. 

, Lord  Cornwallis’s  reception  at,  iii. 

139,  234. 

Armed  Neutrality,  i.  373. 

Armies  on  the  continent.  Lord  Cornwallis 
sent  to  investigate  state  of,  ii.  230-232  ; 
proposed  to  command  the  allied  force,  233, 
234,  260;  instructions  to,  239  ; conduct  of 
the  Emperor,  245-247  ; staff  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, 248 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  interview 
with  Marshal  Mullendorf,  253  ; Prince  of 
Cobourg  removed,  257,  258  ; proposed  re- 
moval of  the  Duke  of  York,  263  ; state  of 
the  allied,  267,  269,  275,  277,  281  ; gal- 
lant conduct  of  the  Guards,  283. 

Arms,  manufacture  of  small,  iii.  111. 

Armstrong,  Capt,  J.  W.,  pension  to,  ii.  375  ; 
iii.  106. 

Army  in  India,  promotion  and  patronage  in 
the,  i.  179  ; state  of  the,  235;  promotion 
in  the,  235;  the  Bengal,  its  condition, 
239 ; expense  of  German  troops,  245 ; 
tent  allowance,  248  ; a large  reduction  of 
Vizier’s  troops  recommended  by  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, 250  ; abandonment  of  the  proposed 
amalgamation  of  the  King’s  and  the  Com- 
pany’s, 251 ; rank  of  officers,  252 ; jea- 
lousies between  Company’s  and  King’s 
troops,  260  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  efforts  to 
improve  the,  276  ; contrast  between  Com- 
pany’s native  and  European  troops,  311, 
317  ; condition  and  discipline  of  the  native 
troops,  311;  amalgamation  of  the  Com- 
pany’s European  troops  with  the  King’s 
army,  320,  534 ; mode  of  recruiting,  322  ; 
rank  of  Company’s  officers,  332 ; aug- 
mentation of  King’s  troops,  342;  number 
of  troops  in  India,  341,  342,  343,  344; 
alteration  of  the  military  establishments 
of  India,  342 ; rank  of  the  Company’s 
officers,  343;  local  rank  in  India,  381; 
interference  of  Mr.  Hollond  with  move- 
ments of,  416 ; impropriety  of  officers 
borrowing  of  natives,  451 ; operations  of 
the,  479,  480,  481  ; Lord  Cornwallis 
objects  to  selling  staff  appointments  in. 
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495  ; return  of  officers  on  furlough,  529  ; 
necessity  of  European  troops,  531 ; dis- 
cipline of  the  Indian  army,  aided  by  annual 
reliefs,  537 ; admission  of  Company’s  officers 
to  the  King’s  service  in  India,  550  ; allow- 
ance to  invalid  pensioners,  550  ; pensions  to 
officers,  550;  promotion  in  India,  551; 
necessity  of  a large  military  establishment 
in  the  west  of  Hindostan,  557 ; military 
defence  of  the  western  coast  of  India,  558  ; 
Company’s  inefficient,  ii.  18  ; European 
and  native  troops,  19  ; Hanoverian  regi- 
ments, ineffective  state  of  contingent  sent 
to  Nizam,  64 ; general  order  against  out- 
rages, 87 ; conveyance  of  the  sick  on  a 
march,  95 ; doolies  and  platfoim  carts 
required,  96;  the  transmission  of  military 
orders,  213,  214;  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
plan  for  new-modelling  the,  265 ; pro- 
posed military  arrangement  for  India 
disapproved  of  by  Directors,  286  ; Lord 
Harris’  views  on,  300  ; claims  of  King’s 
officers  in  India,  289  ; discontents  as  to 
promotion,  288  ; military  arrangement  for, 
297  ; discontent  in  the  Indian,  298  ; army 
promotions,  298  ; state  of  Indian,  301-302  ; 
native  ti’oops,  302  ; rank,  retiring  allow- 
ances, and  furloughs  to  Indian  officers,  304; 
alarming  state  of  the  Bengal,  306;  dis- 
content of  Bengal  officers,  311,  316, 
317 ; mutinous  combinations  in  the, 
312  ; officers  appoint  delegates,  316  ; their 
demands,  317,  318;  Bengal  officers  return 
to  their  duty,  319 ; projected  transfer  of 
the  Companj^s  army  to  the  King’s  service, 
284,  285  ; military  regulations  for  India, 
323 ; information  required  as  to  the,  501, 
502  ; amalgamation  of  the  King’s  with  the 
Company’s,  572  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  plan 
of,  572-582 ; present  to  Lord  Cornwallis 
from  the  Indian,  iii.  275. 

Army,  British — compared  with  the  Ame- 
rican, i.  29 ; its  want  of  discipline  and 
its  dissipation  at  Philadelphia,  31  ; loss 
of,  at  the  siege  of  Charlestown,  44 ; im- 
portant posts  of,  in  America,  48  ; sickness 
in,  58;  defeat  of  Major  Ferguson,  59; 
winter  and  summer  difficulties  of,  81  ; 
loss  of,  at  Cowpens,  84  ; failure  of  pro- 
Ausions,  86,  87  ; its  distress  and  suffering, 
107  ; critical  position  of,  at  Yorktown, 
123;  inactivity  of  Sir  H.  Clinton’s  army, 
123;  capitulation  and  surrender  of,  to 
America  and  France  combined,  127  ; its 
difficulties  in  America,  515  ; military 
allowances,  396  ; formation  of  Life-guards, 
402  ; discipline  in  the,  ii.  525 ; prize 
money  of,  536  ; pay  of  Ordnance  Staff, 
iii.  15 ; military  pati’onage,  25 ; conduct 
of  departments  of,  during  the  American 
war,  103  ; brevet  rank,  127  ; the  Guai’ds, 
143;  Mr.  Pitt’s  remarks  on  the  English, 
154;  military  arrangements,  115;  wants 
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of,  in  Holland,  133-135;  withdrawal  of, 
136. 

Army  in  Ireland — conduct  of  the  military  in 
Ireland,  ii.  371  ; military  arrangements 
in  Ireland,  389;  general  order  on  excesses 
of  the  troops,  397  ; want  of  discipline  of  the 
Irish  militia,  408;  misconduct  of  Irish 
troops  at  Castlebar,  412  ; habits  of  the 
Guards  and  English  regiments  in  Ireland, 
408-415;  exemplary  conduct  of  the  100th 
Regiment,  415,  the  (5th)  Royal  Irish  Dra- 
goons disbanded,  423  ; misconduct  of  offi- 
cers of  a fencible  regiment  in  Ireland,  439  ; 
dismissal  of  a lieutenant  for  sending  a muti- 
nous letter,  439,  440;  desire  of  English 
militia  to  return  to  England,  450  ; allow- 
ances to  the,  573,577,580;  leave  of  absence, 
575,  576,  578,  579;  military  arrange- 
ments in  Irish  rebellion,  iii.  79;  state  of, 
in  Ireland,  81 ; conduct  of  the  military,  95  ; 
heavy  cavalry  useless  in  Ireland,  110 ; 
strength  of,  in  Ireland,  117,  118;  Irish 
militia,  133  ; state  of  the  army  in  Ireland, 
299  ; defensive  English,  490  ; military  ap- 
pointments, 514 ; expenses,  537. 

Army  (Prussian),  reviews  of,  i.  212. 

Arnee,  magazines  at,  ii.  501. 

Arnold,  General,  i.  20,  89. 

Arrakerry,  camp  at,  ii.  515,  518. 

Arran,  Earl  of,  iii.  244;  compensation  to, 
322. 

Arras,  Bishop  of,  Buonaparte’s  suspicions 
of,  iii.  403. 

Artillery,  employment  of,  in  England,  ii. 
334-336  ; recruiting  from  the  militia  to 
the,  292  ; effective  service  of,  at  Castlebar, 
412;  of  the  Indian  army,  500,  576; 
brevet  rank  in  the,  iii.  127  ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis on  the  reform  of  the,  229  ; plan  of 
incorporation  of  Irish  and  English,  331. 

Artois,  Count  d’ , Buonaparte’s  suspicions  of, 
iii.  403. 

Asgill,  Captain,  i.  144,  148. 

, Lady,  her  letter  on  behalf  of  her  son, 

i.  145. 

Ashtown,  Lord,  iii.  304,  318. 

Askeaton,  disfranchised,  iii.  321. 

Asoph  ul  Doulah,  incapacity  of,  ii.  319. 

Assam,  mission  to,  ii.  183 ; state  of,  188,  189. 

Assays,  battle  of,  iii.  511. 

Assessment,  permanent,  question  of,  i.  400, 
456,  462,  466,  548,  553,  554,  561- 
565  ; ii.  463-478,  547,  559-562;  annual, 
195,  196. 

Assud  Ali,  ii.  128. 

Asstjd  Ali  Khan,  character  of,  ii.  85,  102, 
508,  509,  512. 

Asturias,  Prince  of,  i.  210. 

Athboy,  disfranchised,  iii.  321. 

Athenry,  disfranchised,  iii.  321. 

Athlone,  iii.  234 ; military  defence  again 
invasion  at,  361. 

Athy,  disfranchised,  iii.  321. 
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ATTACHMENT. 

Attachment  of  Indian  criminals’  property, 
ii.  550. 

Attorneys,  included  in  the  Irish  “ Lawyers’ 
Infantry  Corps,”  iii.  5. 

Auckland,  Lord,  i.  255,  256  ; iii.  225,  313, 
325 ; negotiates  a commercial  treaty  with 
France,  i.  268. 

Auditor,  civil,  constitution  of  the  new 
office  of,  i.  541. 

Augher,  disfranchised,  iii.  321. 

Augusta,  i.  91, 

Aumils,  Mussulman,  connivance  of  the,  in 
arbitrary  taxes  imposed  by  the  zemindars, 
i.  564;  native,  appointed  by  Hastings,  ii. 
194  ; exactions  by,  554. 

Austria,  source  of  her  influence  over  Russia, 

i.  209;  at  war  with  Turkey,  373,  381  ; 
Emperor  of,  weakness  and  perverseness  of, 

ii.  31  ; alliance  between  Prussia  and 
Turkey  against,  45  ; treaty  of  Pilnitz,  164 ; 
defeat  of  Clairfait,  230  ; objects  to  a Prus- 
sian general  commanding,  231,  245  ; bad 
feeling  towards  the  Duke  of  York,  232; 
incapacity  of  Austrian  generals,  232,  233  ; 
claims  an  indemnity  from  France  for 
war  expenses,  233  ; conduct  of,  234 ; re- 
fuses to  accede  to  English  conditions,  235 ; 
jealousy  of  Prussia,  239-241  ; mili- 
tary policy  of,  244;  desires  to  abandon 
Flanders,  246,  257  ; objects  to  proposed 
movements  of  Prussians,  250,  257  ; dis- 
cussions as  to  commander-in-chief,  259 ; 
proposals  by,  as  to  Flanders,  261  ; pro- 
posed loan  to,  262 ; rejects  English  pro- 
posals, 270,  280;  troops  of,  in  Flanders, 
281  ; England  guarantees  a loan  to, 

.304 ; conduct  of,  486 ; arnay  of,  on  the 
Leek,  iii.  77  ; defeat  the  French,  102 ; ill- 
success  of,  in  Switzerland,  130  ; disgust  of 
Suwarrow  and  the  allies  with,  143, 158;  ad- 
vance of,  on  Genoa,  223, 270,277;  armistice 
between  France  and,  287  ; ratification  of 
treaty  with  France  refused  by  the  Emperor 
of,  287,  317,  413,  419,  426,  486  ; spirit 
and  power  of,  513 ; Francis  II.  recognises 
Napoleon,  and  assumes  the  title  of  Emperor 
of,  516. 

Ave  - Acomchy,  the  aumildar  of,  seizes 
villages,  ii.  211. 

Avonmore,  Viscount,  ii.  453;  iii.  319, 
365,  369, 

Aycottah,  ii.  114. 

Aylmer,  William,  an  Irish  rebel,  career  of, 
ii.  368,  374. 

, Gerald,  appointment  of,  iii.  363. 

Azara,  the  Chevalier  d’,  character  and  ob- 
servations of,  iii.  448  ; demands  of,  449, 
451,  458,  459,  461,  471. 

Azeem  ul  Omrah,  ii.  77,  161,  222,  510, 
523,  528,  529,  534,  535,  536,  537,  541, 
542  ; reserve  of,  543. 
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B. 

BACK-Mountain  enemies,  i.  76. 

Bagwell,  Colonel  John,  defection  of,  iii. 
152,  180,  182,  183,  266. 

Bagwell,  Benjamin,  iii.  163. 

, Richard,  jun.,  speech  of,  iii.  163. 

, Right  Hon.  William,  iii.  180. 

Bahar,  i.  284 ; settlement  of  the  province 
of,  400 ; the  land  revenues  of,  456,  460, 
462 ; duties  levied  on  the  frontiers  of, 
540;  manufactures  of,  541  ; the  ten  years’ 
settlement  of  revenue  in,  549  ; zemindars 
in,  549;  lands  let  on  farm,  549;  settle- 
ment of  land-revenue  of,  553,  564,  ii. 
463,  464,  471-504;  East  India  Company 
collect  the  revenue  of,  192;  system  of 
revenue  in,  196,  197  ; collectors  in,  473, 
474,  547,  548. 

Badajoz,  treaty  of,  iii.  398,  407,  466. 

Baillie,  Major  J.  W.,  i.  169. 

, Colonel,  of  Dunain,  death  of,  i.  288. 

Bailly,  M.  de,  speech  of,  to  Louis  XVI.,  ii. 

6. 

Baird,  Sir  David,  made  prisoner  by  Hyder, 
i.  288 ; Lieut.-Colonel,  ii.  147  ; in  the 
night  attack  on  Tippoo,  531. 

Baker,  Sir  George,  Bart.,  physician  to 
George  III.,  i.  445,  474. 

Balaji  Baji  Rao,  usurpation  of,  i.  228. 

Balan,  M.  Louis,  Prussian  Charge  d’Af- 
faires,  iii.  71. 

Balance  of  Power,  Fredeidck  the  Great 
upon  the,  i.  208. 

Balfour,  Colonel,  i.  46,  68  ; a commis- 
sioner to  examine  into  losses  of  loyalists 
at  Florida,  272,  500,  503,  ii.  280. 

, B.  T.,  iii.  97,  99,  183,  193. 

Balhari,  fortress  of,  ii.  179,  180. 

Ball;  see  White’s  Club. 

Ball,  John,  opposes  the  Union,  iii.  238. 

Ballanakill,  disfranchised,  iii.  321. 

Ballasore,  factory  of,  secured  to  France,  i. 
352. 

Ballindalloch,  i.  190. 

Baloo  Meah,  i.  387,  565. 

Ballyshanon,  disfranchised,  iii.  321. 

Baltic,  Russian  trade  through  the,  iii.  401. 

Baltinglass,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Baltimore,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Banagiier,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Banditti,  Irish,  iii.  12. 

Bandon,  Francis,  Earl  of,  iii.  245,  286,  319. 

Bandon,  iii.  234 ; objectionable  point  for  a 
fortress,  489. 

Bang,  intoxicating  qualities  of,  ii.  137. 

Bangalore,  siege  of,  ii.  70,  506,  510. 

Bangor,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Banians,  i.  554. 

Banishment,  expediency  of  legalising  sen- 
tences of,  in  Ireland,  iii.  12. 

Banking,  suspension  of  cash  payments,  ii. 


INDEX. 


569 


BANKES. 

325 ; exorbitant  interest  paid  to  Indian 
bankers,  554. 

Bankes,  Henry,  i.  446. 

Bannerman,  Colonel  J.  A.,  ii.  115,  126. 

Bannow,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Bantry,  Lord,  iii.  10,  319. 

Bantry  Bay,  possible  invasion  at,  iii.  488  ; 
French  ships  in,  490. 

Bar,  the  English,  etiquette  of,  as  - to  the 
circuit,  i.  299 ; of  Calcutta,  right  of  ad- 
mitting or  rejecting  barristers  at  the,  ii. 
182;  the  Irish,  446,  454,  458 ; independ- 
ence of  the,  iii.  48,  51  ; eligibility  for  Par- 
liament, 81,  87 ; violence  of,  361 ; the 
Lawyers’  Infantry  Corps,  iii.  5,  6,  27  ; 
violent  language  of,  18,  48. 

Bara  Gokaing,  treason  of,  ii.  188. 

Barbary,  fruitless  armament  of  Spain 
against,  i.  373;  pirates,  iii.  409;  powers, 
425. 

Barbarities  on  the  Ryots,  ii.  506. 

Baree,  proposed  surrender  to  Sindia  of,  iii. 
549,  550. 

Barilly,  battle  near,  ii.  294. 

Baring,  Sir  F.,  i.  264;  ii.  123. 

Barlow,  Sir  G.,  Bart.,  his  knowledge  of 
Indian  revenue,  i.  466  ; Mr.  B.  Roebuck’s 
conduct  to,  ii.  34,  196  ; alters  police  and 
judicial  regulations,  204,  296;  named 
Governor-General  of  India,  iii.  495,  497, 
509,  519,  523,  526,  552,  558,  559,  561. 

Barrackpore,  iii.  536. 

Barramaul,  ii.  509,  522,  538,  539. 

Barrington,  Sir  Jonah,  iii.  67,  69,  97. 

■ , Hon.  Shute,  Bishop  of  Durham,  an 

Eton  schoolfellow  of  the  Marquis  Corn- 
wallis, i.  3 ; letter  to,  on  Missions,  397. 

Barry,  Lieut.-Colonel  H.,  ii.  143  ; iii.  207, 
210,  233. 

, Hon.  Colonel  John,  iii.  50. 

Barrymore,  Lord,  anecdote  of,  i.  375. 

Barton,  Thomas,  iii.  322. 

Bassein,  treaty  of,  iii.  542. 

Batavian  Republic,  Plenipotentiaries  of,  iii. 
387,  404,  407,  421-423,  431,  433,  443, 
449,  456,  470,  472,  473,  476,  480,  484. 

Bathurst,  Henry,  2nd  Earl,  i.  404,  455. 

, General  Peter,  i.  171,  172,  ii.  122. 

, Right  Hon.  C.  Bragge,  iii.  500. 

, R.,  i.  460. 

Batta,  ii.  574;  in  Bombay  and  Bengal, 
■574. 

Battering  train,  ii.  502. 

Battle,  Minden,  i.  8 ; Kirch  Donkern,  8 ; 
Lutterberg,  9 ; Bunker’s  Hill,  20  ; Brandy- 
wine, 30  ; Camden,  55,  506  ; Guilford,  86, 
520 ; casualties  at,  87  ; Hobkirk’s  Hill,  98  ; 
before  Seringapatam,  ii.  92,  105,  147. 

Bavaria,  Elector  of,  i.  198,  275;  rumour 
as  to  the  garrisons  of,  209 ; alienation  of, 
agreed  to  by  France  notwithstanding  a 
guarantee,  208. 

Bayning,  Lord,  i.  156;  iii.  501. 
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Bazars,  military,  regulations  of,  i.  262,  564; 
ii.  97  ; Mahratta,  71 ; duties  on,  475,  497. 

Bazalet  Jung,  i.  320. 

Beaciicroft,  Mr.,  i.  435. 

Bearcroft,  Edward,  i.  270,  299. 

Beatson,  Major-General,  iii.  174. 

Beaufort,  5th  Duke  of,  i.  348. 

Beaufoy,  H.,  i.  172. 

Beauliah,  silk  trade  of,  i.  433. 

Beaumarchais,  P.  A.  C,  de,  his  agency  be- 
tween Fi-ance  and  America,  i.  32. 

Bective,  Earl  of;  see  Headfort. 

Bedford,  Francis,  5th  Duke,  i.  273, 

, John,  6th  Duke  of,  evidence  of,  ii.  381. 

Bedfordshire  militia,  iii.  4 ; in  Ireland, 
126, 132. 

Bednore,  province  of,  ii.  528,  529. 

Beer,  or  Vira  Rajindra,  fidelity  of,  ii.  73. 

Beerbhoom,  zemindary  of,  ii.  192, 

Beg,  Ismael,  character  of,  ii.  116. 

Begum,  the  (mother  of  Mozutfer  Jung),  i. 
313. 

Behauder  Shah,  Regent  of  Nepaul,  ii. 
191,  569,  570. 

Behroo  Punt,  i.  565,  567. 

Belfast,  the  “United  Irishmen”  at,  ii. 
340;  opinion  of,  on  the  Union,  iii.  18, 
29,  139,  204,  234;  the  Marquis  Corn- 
wallis’s reception  at,  141  ; military  posi- 
tion of,  488. 

Belhary  Fort,  Tippoo’s  cession  of,  ii.  158. 

Bellamont,  Earl  of,  iii.  41,  200,  220. 

Bellew,  William,  iii.  22. 

Bellisle,  contemplated  attack  by  the 
British  on,  iii.  152,  154,  231. 

Bblmore,  2nd  Earl  of,  iii.  64,  322,  324. 

Belturbet,  disfranchised,  iii.  322,  361. 

Belvedere,  Earl  of,  iii.  323. 

Benares,  the  “ Augean  stable  ” of,  i.  244, 
250,  264,  282,  284  ; description  of  the 
Resident  at,  282  ; improvement  of,  314, 
318,  321;  pilgiimages  to,  411;  settle- 
ment of,  456 ; Mr.  Duncan’s  services  in, 
460 ; reform  of,  540 ; state  of,  540, 
541 ; manufactures  of,  541  ; addresses 
from,  in  favour  of  Hastings,  548 ; build- 
ings and  prosperity  at,  553  ; opium  of, 
555  ; administration  of  justice  in,  ii.  35, 
204,  237  ; land-revenue  obtained  from, 
197,  470,  504,  547,  551;  maladminis- 
tration in,  470  ; pundits  of,  567  ; English 
credit  at,  iii.  533. 

Bencoolen,  civil  establishment  at,  i.  390  ; 
sepoys  sent  to  protect,  468. 

Beneram,  Pundit,  envoy  to  Calcutta,  i. 
309. 

Benfield,  Paul,  one  of  the  Nabob’s  six 
members,  i.  388 ; suspension  of,  for  im- 
proper conduct,  548. 

Bengal,  state  of  army  in,  i.  239 ; govern- 
ment of,  331  ; financial  prosperity  of, 
409 ; officers  on  the  establishment  of, 
428  ; demands  on  the  revenues  of,  452 ; 
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the  settlement  of,  489 ; Supreme  Council 
of,  466  ; manufactures  of,  541  ; settlement 
of  revenue  in,  549,  553  ; opium  of, 
558;  zemindars  of,  ii.  160;  the  landed 
property  of,  184;  berkendosses  of,  188; 
East  India  Company  collect  the  revenue 
of,  192  ; the  Nabob  of,  makes  the  Com- 
pany his  Dewan,  192  ; system  of  revenue 
in,  196  ; administration  of  justice  in,  218  ; 
committees,  284 ; probable  mutiny  in 
the  army  of,  284  ; government  of,  296  ; 
import  of  rice  from,  304;  discontent  of 
officers  in,  304,  306,  307,  311,  317,  319; 
government,  308;  military,  judicial,  and 
land-revenue  system  of,  319;  discontent 
in,  323;  cultivation  in,  469,  471,472  ; 
zemindars  in,  473-474;  internal  traffic 
in,  475;  agi'iculture  of,  476;  reports  of 
collectors  in,  478;  exhaustion  of  the  re- 
sources of,  493,  495  ; settlement  of,  504  ; 
revenue  of,  546,  547,  548 ; commerce  of, 
551,  558,  567;  iii.  441,539;  batta  in, 

ii.  573;  troops  in,  575  ; European  and  na- 
tive infantry,  576  ; Chinese  trade  with,  iii. 
539,  540. 

Bent,  Mr,,  bribery  on  the  election  of,  iii.  513. 

Bentinck,  General,  ii.  242. 

, Lord  Wm,,  iii.  495. 

BerA-R,  Rajah  of,  i.  394  ; IMoodajee  'Boosla, 
308,  309,  310  ; the  Rajah’s  dependency  on 
the  Mahrattas,  453 ; English  deprivations 
of,  iii.  546. 

Beresford,  Rt.  Hon.  John,  ii.  387,  406, 
424 ; commercial  knowledge  of,  424,  442, 

iii.  29. 

, J.  Claudius,  iii.  35 ; anecdotes  of,  50  ; 

resigns  office,  51,  60,  97,  98,108,  122, 
162,  195,  199,  200,  215,  248. 

, George  de  la  Poer,  bp.  of  Kilmore,  iii. 

169,  314. 

Beresfords,  parliamentary  influence  of  the, 
iii.  324. 

Berge,  Rajah,  ii.  189. 

Berkelev,  Admiral,  ii.  287,  289,  290  ; 
resigns  the  Ordnance,  292. 

, 5th  Earl,  ii.  290. 

y*Lady  Emily,  ii.  287. 

Berkendosses  of  Bengal,  expulsion  of,  from 
Assam,  ii.  207. 

Bernadotte,  anecdote  of,  ii.  64. 

Berry,  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Edward,  iii.  379. 

Beverley,  Earl  of,  i.  376. 

Bharat,  Sougha,  leader  of  the  Assamese 
rebels,  ii.  188. 

Bhdrtpore,  the  Rajah  of,  English  alliance 
with,  iii.  548,  554,  555. 

Bidddlph,  R.,  iii.  23. 

Bie,  Colonel,  Governor  at  Serampore,  ii. 
55. 

“Billy  Blue,”  a name  given  to  Admiral 
W.  Cornwallis  in  the  Navy,  i.  50. 

Bird,  James,  the  spy,  ii.  350. 

Birmingham,  manufacture  of  arms,  ii.  409, 


BONDS. 

410 ; manufacturers  of  arms  take  advan- 
tage of  times  of  difficulty  and  distress, 
410  ; iii.  506. 

Bishops,  Irish  Representative,  iii.  26  ; Eng- 
lish and  Irish,  160,  169,  172,  209,  210, 
218  ; annual  income  of  Irish,  224;  Irish, 
26,  373,  374 ; bishopric  of  Munster,  384  ; 
of  Osnaburg,  385. 

Blackstock’s  Hill,  i.  70. 

Blackwell,  the  Irish  rebel,  iii.  142,  284, 
285. 

Blackwood,  Sir  James,  iii.  215;  serves 
in  Ireland,  254  ; Lady  Blackwood,  263. 

Blake,  Colonel,  iii.  264. 

, Mr.  J.  H.,  iii.  129. 

Blakeney,  Theophilus,  iii.  321. 

Blaquiere,  Sir  John,  aids  the  Irish  Union, 
ii.  455;  iii.  4;  services  of,  in  Ireland, 
253,  260,  269,  276-278,  286;  desires  a 
peerage  for  Lady,  30,  190,  212,  246. 

Blayney,  Lord,  iii.  200;  heiresses  of  Lady, 
268. 

Blessington,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

“ Bloody  Friday”  at  Gorey,  ii.  368. 

Board  of  Control,  established  by  Pitt,  i. 
220 ; its  importance,  220 ; ffissensions 
with  the  Coui-t  of  Directors,  248;  in- 
creased powers  of,  321,  380  ; its  want  of 
power,  476;  attack  by  Lord  Porchester 
upon  the,  ii.  118,  156,  215;  iii.  500,509, 
511 ; alarm  of,  530. 

Board  of  Revenue  for  India,  formation  of, 
ii.  194. 

Board  of  Trade,  frauds  of  the,  i.  333. 

Boats,  duties  on,  ii.  475. 

Boccamootah,  renters  in,  ii.  471. 

Boigne,  Comte  de,  organizes  Sindia’s  army, 
ii.  317  ; iii.  529. 

Bolton,  Duke  of,  the  6th  and  last,  i.  164. 

, Lord  ; see  Orde. 

Bompart,  Commodore,  commands  the 
French  invading  fleet,  ii.  415. 

Bombay  Establishment,  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
suggestion  for  abolishing  the,  i.  321 ; 
Governors  of,  ought  to  be  soldiers,  324, 
336;  civil  establishment  at,  390,  391, 
officers,  395  ; establishment,  fund  for 
maintaining  the,  459  ; its  importance  re- 
latively to  India,  534,  535,  559;  Go- 
vernor of,  conflict  between  the  Court  of 
Directors  and  the  Minister,  as  to  the,  ii. 
266  ; Mr.  Duncan’s  appointment  to,  297  ; 
proposed  charters  of  justice  for,  314 ; 
gallantly  of  the  battalions  of,  529,  533 ; 
government  of,  539 ; batta  allowance  in, 
574;  troops  in,  575;  native  infantiy  in, 
577 ; marine  battalion  in,  577,  iii.  497, 
509  ; subscription  and  statue  to  Lord 
Cornwallis  by  the  inhabitants  of,  563. 

Bond,  Oliver,  convicted  of  treason,  ii,  345, 
372,  373,  376,  377,  378,  379 ; respited, 
381,  398,  425,  427,  428. 

Bonds,  Indian,  value  of,  i.  461. 
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BONTAN. 

Bontan,  trade  of,  ii.  568. 

Boosla  family,  the,  i.  410,  411,  453. 

Boroughs,  disfranchisement  of  Irish,  iii.  26  ; 
compensation  for,  81,  110;  retained,  234; 
list  of,  321,  324. 

Borough,  Sir  Richard,  Bart.,  iii.  334. 

Boston,  Port  Bill.  i.  11,  19  ; evacuated,  20. 

Bouille,  Marquis  de,  loyalty  of,  to  Louis 
XVI.,  ii.  279. 

Boulogne  flotilla,  iii.  517. 

Bourbon,  the  house  of,  ii.  5. 

Bouverie,  Mrs.,  canvasses  for  Fox,  i.  173. 

Boyd,  General  Sir  Robert,  i.  5. 

, and  Benfield,  contract  for  Austrian 

loan,  ii.  262. 

, James,  iii.  108. 

, Captain  David  Hamilton,  letter  from, 

iii.  178,  179. 

Boyle,  Lord,  ii.  148. 

Boyle,  disfranchised,  iii,  322. 

Brahmin,  duplicity  in  the,  i.  359 ; preju- 
dices of  the  high  caste,  478  ; character  of 
the,  566  ; ii.  187  ; ambassadors,  i.  566. 

Bramston,  T.  B.  long  parliamentary  con- 
nexion with  Essex  % the  family  of,  iii. 
134. 

Brandywine  ; see  Battle. 

Brathwaite,  Majoi'-Genei  al  Sir  J.,  Bart., 
ii.  27 ; good  conduct  of,  ii.  227,  311. 

Bread,  scarcity  of,  in  1799,  iii.  144. 

Brest,  French  Naval  preparations  at,  iii.  66, 
73,  77,  96,  103,  110,123,  132,  154,  225, 
230,  247,  364,  515. 

Brevet  commissions,  i.  428  ; foi-m  of,  457  ; 
suppression  of,  by  the  Governor-General, 
ii.  318  ; rank,  iii.  127. 

Bridgewater,  Duke  of,  i.  377. 

Bridport,  Viscount,  stops  the  French  fleet, 

ii.  415  ; raises  the  blockade  of  the  French, 

iii.  77,  96. 

Brienne,  Etienne  Lomenie  de,  i.  329 ; Arch- 
bishop of  Toulouse,  371. 

Brinjarries,  ii.  129,  510,  511,  528. 

Brissot,  J.  P.,  ii.  238. 

Bristol’s,  3rd  Earl  of,  motion  to  remove 
Lord  Sandwich,  i.  39. 

Bristol,  4th  Earl  of,  ii.  340  ; iii.  271. 

Brittany,  contemplated  attack  on,  iii.  158. 

Broad  river,  i.  64,  74,  82,  83. 

Brocas,  committed  for  breach  of  privilege, 
iii.  180. 

Brodrick,  Hon.  Henry,  i,  86;  anives  at 
New  York,  122,  145;  Colonel,  recom- 
mended to  the  Duke  of  York,  152,  178, 
192. 

, the  family  of,  i.  166. 

, Hon.  Charles,  ii.  5. 

Broglie,  Marechal  Due  de,  his  recall  and 
disgrace,  i.  8. 

Broke,  Philip,  ii.  305. 

, Sir  Philip  Captain  of  the  Chesapeake, 

ii.  305,  448,  449  ; iii.  337. 

Brome,  Viscount,  the  title  created,  i.  3 ; his 


BUONAPARTE. 

residence  abroad,  4,  5 ; in  Germany,  6-8  ; 
elected  for  Eye,  9. 

, son  of  Marquis  Cornwallis,  his  health, 

153 ; placed  with  Rev.  Dr.  Wakeham, 
172,  272  ; his  education,  494  ; ii.  52  ; 
advice  to,  53,  54 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  plan 
of  education  for,  98,  99,  144  ; stays  at 
Cambridge,  220  ; resides  at  Vienna,  256  ; 
a county  member,  306  ; illness  of,  313  ; 
iii.  24,  102,  115,  119,  126,  341 ; goes  to 
France  with  Loi’d  Whitworth,  354,  362, 
377,  383,  384 ; describes  Buonaparte,  410  ; 
character  of,  418,  492,  494,  498;  returns 
to  his  militia  regiment,  499,  504,  512, 
513,  517,  525,  558-562. 

.,  Lady  Louisa,  iii.  119. 

Brooke,  T.  father  of  Sir  James,  i.  460. 

, H.  V.  iii.  140. 

Brookes’s  Club,  i.  375. 

Brooklyn,  Americans  defeated  at,  i.  23. 

Brown,  General  Archibald,  ii.  95,  257,  259, 
272,  273,  302. 

, General,  ii.  257. 

, Lancelot,  iii.  309. 

Browne,  Governor,  i.  55. 

, Sir  Valentine  ; see  Kenmare. 

, Daniel,  i.  55. 

Brownrigg,  General  Sir  Robert,  ii.  352, 
455  ; iii.  157,  177,  508. 

Bruce,  Colonel  Robert,  ii.  213. 

Bruen,  H.,  his  “patriotism,”  i.  157;  and 
the  volunteers,  166  ; his  vote  on  Parlia- 
mentary Reform,  166 ; his  exculpation, 
166;  iii.  322,  323,  324. 

, Mrs.,  iii.  108,  109. 

Bruix,  French  Minister  of  Marine,  iii.  77. 

Brunswick,  Prince  Ferdinand  of,  i.  5 ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  letter  to,  73. 

, Charles  Ferdinand  Duke  of,  i.  201  ; 

success  of,  against  Amsterdam,  361 ; Mira- 
beau’s  praise  of,  ii.  39  ; throws  up  his  com- 
mand, 230,  276. 

Bryan,  Colonel  (the  loyalist),  effects 
junction  with  Major  McArthur,  i.  51. 

Buccleugh,  4th  Duke  of,  ii.  285. 

, Duchess  of  (Anne),  i.  2. 

Buckingham,  Marquis  of,  communication 
of  George  III.  to,  i.  159;  rumoured  ap- 
pointments of,  160,  162  ; his  resignation, 
170;  rejection  of  his  artillery  plan,  ii. 
334 ; his  militia  regiment,  450,  459 ; 
goes  to  Ireland,  iii.  9 ; peerage  conferred 
on  his  2nd  son,  313,  379,  498,  513. 

Bude,  General  Jacob,  career  of,  iii.  278. 

BuDDER-ul-Zamaun  Khan,  release  of,  ii.  178. 

Buller,  Sir  F.,  Bart.,  i.  269,  377. 

Bullocks,  and  drivers,  for  the  Indian  war, 
ii.  66,  501,  502,  510,  519. 

Bunbury,  Sir  C.,  his  celebrity  on  the  turf, 
i.  172. 

Bundelcund,  iii.  530,  548. 

Bunker’s  Hill ; see  Battle. 

Buonaparte,  enters  on  his  Italian  cam- 
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paign,  ii.  304 ; returns  from  Egypt,  iii. 
142 ; First  Consul,  148 ; offers  to  nego- 

' date,  154,  158,  236,  238,  339;  crosses 
St.  Bernard,  and  fights  at  Marengo,  270, 
294,  300,  317,  353;  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
interview  with,  383 ; duplicity  of,  386, 
387,  390 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  conversa- 
tion with,  390,  395,  398,  399,  400,  404, 
406 ; Viscount  Brome’s  description  of, 
410,413,  418,419,  422,424,437,440, 
442 ; complains  of  Le  Peltier’s  libels  in 
England,  447,  457,  468,  473  ; threatened 
invasion  by,  503,  513,  516. 

Buonaparte,  Joseph,  negotiations  by 
Lord  Cornwallis  with,  iii.  387,  ^388 ; 
character  of,  395,  396  ; heads  of  conver- 
sation between  Lord  Cornwallis  and,  397, 
398,  400,  402,413  ; frankness  of,  413,415, 
419,  420,  422,  434  ; Colonel  Nightingall’s 
description  of,  436 ; wife  of,  436  ; views 
and  suggestions  of,  440-486. 

Burdon,  Rowland,  ii.  282. 

Burdwan,  Zemindary  of,  ii.  192;  Rajah  of, 
enoi-mous  rent  paid  by  the,  478;  com- 
pelled to  sell  lands,  478,  546,  547. 

Burford,  Colonel,  defeated,  i.  45. 

Burgh,  T.,  iii.  107,  108,  353. 

Burgoyne,  General,  commands  at  Boston, 
i.  '20 ; his  comedy,  20 ; his  surrender  at 
Saratoga,  31,  76;  exchanged,  146,  197. 

Burke,  Edmund,  his  celebrated  speech  on 
the  debts  of  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic, 
i.  225,  376,  446;  his  impeachment  of 
Warren  Hastings,  ii.  44. 

, Michael,  iii.  215. 

, William,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  of, 

i.  463,464,465;  ii.  174. 

Burlington  House,  iii.  34. 

Burney,  Miss,  i.  470. 

Burramaal,  supplies  of  food  from,  ii.  107  ; 
district,  Tippoo’s  cession  of,  158,  160. 

Burramund  Din,  ii.  152. 

Burrard,  General  Sir  Harry,  iii.  123. 

Burroughes,  Sir  W.,  i.  463. 

Burrowes,  Peter,  iii.  170;  violence  of, 
183,240. 

Bushf,  Chief- Justice,  ii.  356;  iii.  18,  161, 
162,  164. 

Bute,  3rd  Earl  of,  i.  12. 

Butler,  Sir  R.,  iii.  182,  183. 

Byrd,  Captain,  i.  173. 

, Mrs.,  and  her  son,  American  loyalists, 

compensation  to,  i.  467,  468. 

Byrne,  Garrett,  rebellion  and  banishment 
of,  ii.  368,  374. 

, W.  M.,  executed  for  treason,  ii.  372, 

373,  376,  377. 

Byron,  Admiral,  i.  37. 

C. 

Caddy,  Lieut.-Colonel  R.  E.,  ii.  443  ; widow 
and  children  of,  443  ; iii.  15. 


CAPE. 

Cadets,  supply  of,  ii.  577. 

Cadiz,  French  expedition  to,  iii.  73,  77,  96, 
100  ; English  blockade  of,  103. 

Cadogan,  Lord,  iii.  501;  Lady  Emily,  ii. 
329. 

Cahir,  Baron,  iii.  286. 

Canning,  Viscountess,  ii.  291. 

Cairnes,  Mrs.,  i.  414. 

Caledon,  Earl  of,  iii.  140,  319,  323. 

Calcutta,  inundations  and  hurricane  at,  i. 
315  ; town-duties  of,  540  ; ii.  497  ; courts 
of  circuit  for,  550,  562,  563. 

Calicoes,  Irish,  iii.  207,  217. 

Calicut,  Rajah  of,  ii.  479. 

Call,  Sir  John,  Bart.,  iii.  439. 

Callaghan,  Richard,  pension  to,  iii.  321. 

Callan,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

, Lord,  iii.  217,  286,  322. 

Calonne,  M.  de,  financial  schemes  of,  i.  328. 

Calvert,  General  Sir  H.,  Bart.,  iii.  516. 

Cambridge,  Duke  of,  iii.  513,  514. 

University,  system  of  education  in,  ii. 

105. 

Camden,  battle  of,  i.  55,  108,  506  ; ii.  387. 

, Earl,  i.  274 ; appoints  Lord  Castle- 

reagh  Chief  Secretary,  iii.  44 ; proclaims 
martial  law,  61,  62,  75,  90  ; Mr.  Pitt  con- 
ciliates, 277  ; his  resignation,  343. 

, Lady,  flies  from  Ireland,  ii.  349. 

Camino,  island  of,  iii.  424,  426. 

Camp  equipage,  ii.  501,  580. 

Campbell,  Sir  Archibald,  K.B.,  i.  35  ; go- 
vernor of  Madras,  181  ; civil  and  military 
character  of,  225,  281,  284,  319,  322, 
324  ; his  remarks  on  raising  cavalry,  295  ; 
not  appreciated  by  the  Court  of  Directors, 
406  ; army  reform  suggested  by,  532  ; eu- 
logised by  Lord  Cornwallis,  546. 

, Admiral  Sir  George,  his  answer  to  the 

Temeraire  mutineers,  iii.  414. 

, Rear-Admiral  Samuel,  iii.  165. 

, Captain,  i.  508. 

, A.  Montgomery,  ii.  567. 

Camperdown,  battle  of,  ii.  344. 

Campo,  Marquis  del,  ii.  4. 

Campo  d’  Alange,  Count,  Spanish  minister, 
iii.  405. 

Canada,  i.  20  ; iii.  78  ; reinforcements  sent 
to,  i.  41  ; union  with,  desired  by  Vermont, 
116. 

Cananore,  ii.  160. 

Canaples,  M.  de,  ii.  505. 

Canara,  ii.  191  ; iii.  530. 

Cankanelly,  ii.  514. 

Caniambaddy,  ii.  71,  511,  515. 

Canice,  St.,  iii.  323. 

Canongoes,  responsibilities  of,  ii.  471. 

Canton,  market  for  Indian  articles,  i.  399  ; 
treasury  at,  ii.  477  ; iii.  539. 

Cape  Fear,  i.  77. 

Cape  Fear  River,  Gene]‘al  Leslie’s  operations 
on,  i.  64. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  right  of  sovereignty  in. 
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iii.  443,  445,  474,  507 ; right  of  Spain  to 
navigate  to,  449,  471. 

Capitulation  of  York  Town,  i.  523-528. 

Capool,  surrender  of,  ii.  73. 

Carbery,  Lord,  iii.  215. 

Carhampton,  Earl  of,  retirement  of,  ii. 
328;  his  opinions  of  the  Union,  iii.  35, 
80  ; vineyard  at  Pains  Hill,  112. 

Carleton,  Colonel  T.,  his  government  in 
Nova  Scotia,  i.  291. 

, Sir  Guy ; see  Dorchester. 

, Viscount,  ii.  373  ; judicial  firmness  of, 

374,  375;  his  views  of  the  Union,  iii.  4, 
31,  41  ; Duke  of  Portland’s  opinion  of, 
2C0 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  remarks  on,  265, 
274. 

, Mr.  F.,  iii.  109. 

Carlingford,  disfranchisement  of,  iii.  43, 
322. 

Carlisle,  Earl  of,  describes  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s departure  for  America,  i.  13; 
children  of,  ii.  144. 

Carlow,  state  of  the  county  of,  iii.  20,  21, 
282  ; borough  of,  iii.  234. 

Carmarthen,  Marquis  of,  i.  200  ; succeeds 
to  a large  fortune,  274. 

militia,  in  Ireland,  iii.  117,  299. 

Carnatic,  Nabob  of ; see  Arcot. 

the,  critical  state  of,  i.  485;  ii.  124  ; 

danger  from  Tippoo  in,  i.  323,  467,  478  ; 
ii.  8 ; defensive  army  in,  i.  310  ; ir.  34, 
490-494,  539  ; pecuniary  resources  of, 
i.  491 ; ii.  496,  510  ; Lord  Macartney’s  ad- 
ministration in,  ii.  3 ; disputes  with  the 
Nabob,  140,  319;  management  of,  308, 
545  ; supply  of  food  from,  107,  501  ; ryots 
of,  506  ; Company’s  strength  in,  536 ; 
Lord  Wellesley’s  annexation  of,  iii.  289, 
492,  530. 

Carolina,  defeat  of  loyalists  in,  i.  22;  Bri- 
tish prospects  in,  102,  103  ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s operations  in.  499-520. 

, North,  its  protection  to  Georgia,  i.  47  ; 

aspect  of  affairs  in,  51 ; justifiable  invasion 
of,  54;  military  importance  of,  55;  loyal 
professions  from,  58  ; difficulty  of  pene- 
trating, 64,  88  ; indecision  of  the  loyalists 
in,  69. 

, South,  the  King’s  troops  occupy,  i.  78  ; 

perilous  state  of,  9^4,  105 ; weakness  and 
treachery  in,  99. 

Carpenter,  General  B.,  i.  375. 

Carriage-cattle,  ii.  501 ; of  grain,  502. 

Carrick,  Earl  of,  compensation  to,  iii.  322. 

Carrickfergus,  borough  of,  iii.  324. 

Carteret,  Lord,  Postmaster-General  thirteen 
years,  i.  274;  Mr.  Grey’s  attack  on,  303, 
304. 

Carty,  Patrick,  executed,  iii.  112. 

Carysfort,  Earl  of,  supports  the  Union,  iii. 
184;  his  claims  to  an  English  peerage,  244, 
259,  264,  272,  281  ; jointly  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  302;  created  an  English  peer,  318; 


CATHOLICS. 

his  borough  disfranchised,  322 ; Minister 
at  Berlin,  391. 

Cash  payments.  Minute  of  Council  suspend- 
ing, ii.  325. 

Cashel,  Archbishop  of,  ii.  440  ; iii.  287.; 
his  views  on  the  Union,  iii.  135;  readiness 
to  support  Union,  113,  184;  his  claims 
to  the  Irish  Primacy,  160,  169,  210,  218  ; 
his  suggestions  as  to  the  Irish  Church, 
172,  176,  199 ; and  the  Irish  Spiritual 
Peers,  209 ; political  influence,  217 ; 
promotion  in  peerage,  319;  made  Arch- 
bishop of  Dublin,  438. 

Cashel,  borough  of,  iii.  234 ; proposed  for- 
tress at,  297. 

Caste,  education  according  to,  i.  554  ; law 
of  adoption,  whether  modified  by,  ii.  568. 

Castiglione,  battle  of,  ii.  310. 

Castlebar,  affair  at,  ii.  394,  398,  411  ; 
the  French  at,  iii.  67 ; disfranchisement 
of,  322. 

Castle  Coote,  Lord,  iii.  318. 

Castlemartyr,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Castlereagh,  Viscount,  an  Irish  Delegate, 
ii.  360;  popularity  and  patriotism  of, 
430 ; Mr.  Pitt’s  appreciation  of,  433 ; 
Chief  Secretary  of  Ireland,  441  ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  opinion  of,  iii.  7,  8,  223, 
224,  250,  274,  506 ; Lord  Longueville’s 
enmity  to,  17  ; attempt  to  compel  him 
to  vacate  his  seat,  44;  his  Speeches 
on  the  Irish  Union,  47,  49,  64,  69,  195, 
197,  199,  203,  213;  threatens  martial 
law,  62  ; speeches  on  the  Regency  Bill, 
86,  87 ; his  Bill  for  Maynooth,  91  ; 
speeches  on  the  Munster  Escheatorship, 
98;  his  difficult  position  in  Ireland,  161, 
269  ; oratorical  powers  of,  162,  235  ; 
conciliatory  policy  of,  217 ; his  replies  to 
Grattan,  240,  242 ; his  differences  with 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  266  ; Duke  of  Port- 
land’s estimation  of,  273  ; Colonial  Secre- 
tary, 509  ; visits  Walmer,  519  ; and 
Coombe,  524  ; his  conversation  as  to  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Lord  Wellesley,  523;  moves  for 
the  Cornwallis  statue  in  St.  Paul’s,  563. 

, Viscountess,  iii.  119.  * 

Castlestewart,  Lord  and  Lady,  iii.  289. 

Caswall,  General,  i.  54. 

Catawba  ford,  i.  55  ; action  at,  84. 

Cathcart,  Hon.  Colonel,  concludes  the  Mau- 
ritius Convention,  i.  294;  selected  for  the 
China  embassy,  327  ; ii.  1 ; political  views 
of,  330,  331  ; death  of,  388,  478. 

Cathcart,  Earl,  iii.  506. 

Catherine,  Empress  of  Russia,  anecdote  of, 
i.373;  declines  English  mediation,  ii.  110. 

“ Catholicism,”  Lord  Cornwallis’s  objec- 
tion to  the  party-word,  ii.  357. 

Catholic  disabilities,  views  of  government 
on,  iii.  325-330  ; of  the  King,  333,  335  ; 
removal  of,  343-349. 

Catholics,  conduct  of,  on  Union,  iii.  52. 
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Catmandu,  ii.  207,  569. 

Cattle  in  India,  army  carriage  of,  ii.  501, 
502;  food  for,  511,  514,  519. 

, destruction  of,  by  rebels,  iii.  61 ; hough- 
ing of,  in  Ireland,  169  ; agistment  tithe 
on,  221. 

Caubul,  Zemaun  Shah,  sovereign  of,  iii. 
131. 

Caulfield,  St.  George,  iii.  323. 

Cavalry,  want  of  Indian,  i.  295 ; chief 
importance  of,  ii.  86,  504,  507  ; state  of 
the  Nizam’s,  508,  509  ; mode  of  foraging 
for,  511;  Lord  Cornwallis’s  proposed 
changes  in,  576. 

Cavan,  county  of,  political  feeling  of,  on  the 
Union,  iii.  140,  173,  251  ; disfranchise- 
ment of  the  borough  of,  322. 

Cavendish,  Lord  John,  his  motion  for  vote 
of  censure  rejected,  i.  138  ; opposes  a coali- 
tion between  Pitt  and  Fox,  164. 

, Sir  Henry,  iii.  239. 

, W.,  elected  for  Aylesbury,  iii.  512. 

Caveri,  the  fording  of,  i,  480  ; ii.  528,  533, 
514;  periodical  swelling  of,  ii.  105,  509, 
513 ; navigation  of,  501,  503 ; difficult 
passage  of,  515,  538. 

Caveripatam,  junction  of  English  generals 
at,  i.  481. 

Caveriporam  Pass,  difficulty  of  the,  ii,  539. 

Cawdor,  Lord,  captures  French  invaders,  ii. 
338  ; fine  regiment  of,  iii.  296. 

Cawnpore  brigade,  expense  of,  i.  257  ; Sir 
Kobert  Abercromby  commands,  ii.  294 ; 
triumph  of  the  moderate  party  at  Cawn- 
pore, 307. 

Ceylon,  the  Dutch  Governor  of,  i.  497  ; its 
aid  against  Tippoo,  ii.  483  ; excepted  from 
the  treaty  with  France,  iii.  386 ; cession 
of,  by  Holland  and  Spain,  395;  Dutch 
possessions  in,  404,  421-423,  433,  454, 
471. 

Chalmers,  General  Sir  J.,  his  defence  of 
Coimbatore,  ii.  74,  101 ; eulogised  by  Lord 
Cornwallis,  109;  released  by  Tippoo,  150, 
534. 

Chandernagore,  French  settlement  in,  i. 
352;  French  revolutionists  in,  478,  ii.  55; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  humane  interference  in, 
56,  504 ; English  seizure  of,  226. 

Chaplains,  Indian  anny,  ii.  577. 

Chapman,  Colonel  Sir  Thomas,  at  Castlebar, 

ii.  411,  412. 

Chaptal,  Jean  Antoine,  the  French  Minister, 

iii.  410. 

Charitable  institutions  of  India,  for  officers’ 
children,  ii.  581. 

Charlemont,  Earl  of,  ii.  339 ; iii.  51 ; 
Anti-Union  meetings  at  his  house,  166, 
215  ; circular  from,  171, 173  ; speeches  of, 
184,  186. 

, borough  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Charles,  Archduke,  ii.  257,259;  his  efforts 
crippled,  iii.  24. 
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Charlestown,  seizure  of  arms  at,  i.  19; 
failure  of  Clinton’s  attack  on,  22  ; besieged 
and  taken,  43,  78  ; character  of  the  rebels 
at,  57. 

Charleroi,  fall  of,  ii.  232. 

Charleville,  Viscount,  iii.  319. 

, borough  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Charter  ; see  East  India  Company. 

Chatham,  1st  Earl  of ; see  Pitt. 

, 2nd  Earl,  resigns  his  commission,  i.l3  ; 

appointed  to  the  Admiralty,  406  ; Master- 
General,  ii.  281 ; rumoured  appointment 
for  India,  406  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  remarks 
on,  501,  .508. 

Chatham,  Countess,  i.  153;  illness  of,  181, 
182. 

Lines,  Dundas  repairs,  iii.  ^00. 

Chelmsford,  inutility  of  fortifying,  iii.  501. 

Cheraw  Hill,  bad  climate  of,  i.  505. 

Cherika,  Rajah  of,  his  insult  to  Telli cherry, 
i.  365. 

Chernicheff,  Comte,  a Russian  spy,  ii.  378. 

Cherry,  George  F.,  ii.  236;  his  death,  iii. 
114. 

Chesapeak,  diversion  on  the,  i.  57,  59,  66, 
88,  94,  115 ; fortification  of  a post  on  the, 
136. 

Chesterfield,  Philip,  (fifth)  Earl  of,  i.  447. 

Chewton,  Lord,  i.  142  ; release  of,  146. 

Chichester,  second  Earl  of,  ii.  352. 

China,  trade  of,  i.  246 ; mission  to,  327, 
330 ; ii.  1 ; East  India  Company’s  profits 
from,  i.  410  ; British  and  Bengal  exports 
to,  558  ; ii.  1,  2;  iii.  540;  investment  for, 
stopped  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  ii.  72  ; Em- 
peror of,  191 ; war  with,  569  ; detention 
of  treasure  destined  for,  iii.  538,  542. 

Chinn  ah  Murdah,i.  416. 

Chinnamungulum  River,  ii.  498. 

Chintomeny-pet,  ii.  528. 

Chittagong,  Mussulman  marines  ft-orn,  ii. 
302. 

Chitteldroog,  ii.  521  ; unproductive,  540. 

Choczim,  taken  by  the  Prince  of  Coburg,  i. 
402. 

Chokies,  exactions  by,  ii.  475. 

Chondries,  rent  payable  by,  ii.  470. 

Chouans,  the,  iii.  157. 

Chout,  payment  of,  ii.  543. 

Christian,  Admiral,  driven  back  by  bad 
weather,  ii.  298,  299. 

Church  Establishment  of  Ireland,  ii.  437. 

CiRCARS,  the  Guntoo,  i.  355,  357  ; surrender 
of,  393;  misery  of  the  northern,  ii.  178; 
Tippoo’s,  479. 

Circuit,  Committee  of  (India),  ii.  473; 
Courts  of,  549,  550,  562. 

Cisalpine  Republic,  recognition  of,  iii.  407, 
413,  442-457. 

City  Courts  of  India,  ii.  562,  563. 

Civil  servants  of  India,  conduct  of,  i.  243, 
250  ; allowances  to,  536. 

Civil  law,  its  collision  with  military  law 
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in  Ireland,  iii.  62;  closing  courts  of,  63; 
Bill  relating  to,  74. 

Civil  List  of  Ireland,  iii.  308. 

Clairfait,  Comte  de,  ii.  230,  233;  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  opinion  of,  264  ; English  and 
Austrian  opinions  of,  273,  274. 

Clancarty,  Earl  of,  iii.  319. 

Clanmorris,  Lord,  iii.  255. 

Clanricarde,  (thirteenth)  Earl  of,  promo- 
tion of,  iii.  258,  262  ; elected  Irish  Repre- 
sentative Peer,  286 ; his  patent  of  Peerage, 
307  ; favoured  by  the  Duke  of  York,  352, 
356 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  of,  353, 
357. 

Clare,  Earl  of,  ii.  355;  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
opinion  of,  416  ; anecdote  of,  iii.  48,  51  ; 
Vice-Chancellor  of  Dublin  University,  68, 
7 1 ; created  a British  Peer,  113;  his  feel- 
ings on  the  Roman  Catholic  question,  147  ; 
his  speech  on  the  Union,  184-186;  his 
opinions  as  to  Maynooth  College,  91,  310, 
367-375. 

Clarence,  Duke  of,  ii.  32,  110. 

Clarendon,  Earl  of,  quits  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster,  i,  274,  303. 

Clarina,  Lord,  iii.  301,  318. 

Clarke,  Sir  Alured,  i.  50. 

, Colonel  G.  R.,  an  American  rebel,  i.  71. 

Clary,  Marie  Julie,  wife  of  M.  Joseph  Buona- 
parte, iii.  436. 

Cleaver,  Euseby;  see  Dublin,  Archbishop 
of. 

Clements,  T.,  compensated  for  his  borough, 
iii.  322. 

Clergy,  Protestant,  compulsory  residence  of, 
ii.  442,  443  ; provision  for  the  Irish  Roman 
Catholic,  407,  442,  447  ; iii.  64  ; of  France, 
temper  and  liberality  of,  i.  329. 

Clermont,  Earl  of,  supports  the  Union,  iii. 
183,  265,  288 ; compensation  for  disfran- 
chisement, 323. 

, Countess  of,  iii.  265,  288. 

Cleves,  Duchy  of,  taken  by  the  French,  iii. 
384. 

Clifden,  Viscount,  iii.  124;  Irish  boroughs 
of,  322-324. 

Clinton,  Sir  Henry,  arrives  at  Boston,  i. 
20  ; unsuccessful  attack  on  Charlestown, 
22  ; inflicts  loss  on  the  enemy,  31 ; suc- 
ceeds Sir  W.  Howe,  31  ; evacuates  Phila- 
delphia, 33 ; communication  to  Congress, 
36;  wishes  to  resign,  41,  42;  besieges 
Charlestown,  43  ; his  successful  expedition 
against  Springfield,  78  ; his  differences 
with  Lord  Cornwallis,  107-112;  sails  to 
relieve  Lord  Cornwallis,  1 38 ; succeeded 
by  Sir  G.  Carleton,  139  ; publishes  pam- 
phlets, 151, 177  ; quarrels  with  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  173. 

Clive,  Robert  Lord,  character  of,  i.  218; 
ii.  193  ; the  “ Fund  ” of,  i.  550  ; ii.  572. 

Clogher,  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

Cloghnakilty,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 


collectors. 

Clonbrock,  Lord,  iii.  323. 

Clonfert,  Bishop  of,  ii.  420  ; pension  to 
his  widow  and  family,  iii.  332,  340. 

Clonmines,  borough  of,  iii.  43 ; disfran- 
chised, 322. 

Close,  General  Sir  Ban-y,  his  knowledge  of 
India,  ii.  311 ; iii.  544. 

Clothiers,  Yorkshire,  deputation  from,  iii. 
225. 

Clowdesley,  naivete  of,  iii.  157. 

Coast-Hospitals  in  India,  ii.  501. 

Coburg,  Prince  of,  takes  Choczim,  i.  402  ; 
ceases  to  command  the  army  in  Flanders, 
ii.  257,  259,  272. 

Cochrane,  Major  Charles,  death  of,  i.  125. 

Cochin,  Rajah  of,  i.  467  ; his  position  in 
reference  to  the  Dutch,  491-493,  497  ; 
questionable  authority  of,  ii.  479,  488  ; 
Tippoo’s  designs  against,  483,  489. 

Cockerell,  Colonel,  i.  478,495;  abilities 
of,  537  ; sent  against  Tippoo,  ii.  8,  62, 
490  ; before  Seringapatam,  146 ; presides 
at  a Court-Martial,  167  ; defends  the  Car- 
natic, 492 ; his  night-attack  on  Tippoo, 
531. 

CODDINGTON,  H.,  compensation  for  his  dis- 
franchised borough,  iii,  322. 

Coimbatore,  defenceof,  i.  480  ; ii.  101, 109 ; 
besieged  and  taken,  74,  130;  revenues 
of,  160 ; General  Medows’  operations 
against,  488  ; roads  in,  502  ; Tippoo’s  de- 
signs against,  522 ; capitulation  of,  534. 

Coin  of  Hindostan,  i.  316;  Mahometan, 
407  ; Indian  silver,  456,  554. 

COJA  Cacheek  Arakeel,  loyalty  and  generosity 
of,  i.  434. 

Coke,  T.  W.  (afterwards  Earl  of  Leicester), 
i.  173. 

Colchester,  Lord,  iii,  365  ; his  views 
respecting  Maynooth,  368-371 ; diary  of, 
499. 

, defensive  garrison  at,  iii.  379,  515. 

COLCLOUGH,  J,  H,,  execution  of,  ii.  348  ; 
his  nephew  killed  in  a duel,  iii.  124. 

Cole,  General  Sir  Lowry,  iii,  97-99. 

, Lord,  his  opposition  to  the  Union,  iii. 

50,  162. 

, Hon.  Arthur,  his  decision  in  the  Madras 

mutiny,  iii.  333. 

COLEBROOKE,  Mr.,  improperly  sent  to  India, 
i.  458;  his  return,  469. 

Coleman,  Mr.,  recommended  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  ii,  163. 

Colenberg,  Duchy  of,  George  HI.’s  state- 
ment respecting,  iii.  385. 

Coleraine,  4th  Lord ; see  Hanger. 

, iii.  139,  234. 

COLEROON,  passage  of  the,  ii.  539. 

Collectors,  Company’s,  pay  of,  i.  278  ; de- 
scribed by  Lord  Cornwallis,  283  ; reforma- 
tion of,  290  ; recall  of  Europeans,  ii.  194; 
of  mternal  duties,  ii.  463,  470;  reports 
from,  467  ; opinion,  472,  562;  in  Behar, 
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473,  474,  548;  interruptions  to,  474; 
instructions  to,  478  ; of  Sayer  duties,  497 ; 
services  of,  in  war,  502  ; in  Bengal, 
546. 

Collectors,  of  Dublin  excise,  and  port,  and 
Wexford,  patronage  of,  iii.  108. 

Collins,  Colonel,  ii.  311. 

Colonels,  rank  of,  in  India,  i.  534. 

, dissatisfaction  of  militia,  iii.  134. 

Colonies,  conference  at  Amiens  respecting 
English,  iii.  386,  450. 

COLOONY,  action  at,  ii.  402,  404. 

Cotter,  Sir  James,  supports  the  Union,  iii. 
49. 

Colombo,  ii.  483,  488,489. 

Commander-in-Chief  in  India,  i.  174; 
patronage  of,  215;  salary,  216;  duties, 
415. 

Commerce,  treaty  with  France  respecting, 
i.  268,  271  ; Irish  privileges  of,  iii.  33; 
of  India,  i.  313,  314  ; of  Indian  provinces, 
552 ; decline  of  Indian,  554 ; want  of 
system  in,  ii.  228 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s 
remarks  on  Indian,  560. 

Commissions,  brevet,  i.  428,  457,  461 ; 
field-officers’,  ii.  143. 

Commissioners,  legislation  aided  by,  iii. 
46  ; of  compensation,  49,  62;  of  accounts, 
108;  of  revenue,  108. 

Committee  of  the  Commons,  on  American 
war,  i.  39  ; secret,  on  India,  ii.  2 ; of  cir- 
cuit, 449. 

Commons,  House  of  (English),  vote  of  thanks 
to  Lord  Cornwallis,  i.  89;  threaten  the 
ministry,  164;  business  in,  178,  381,  ii. 
42  ; Indian  influence  in,  i.  220  ; duration 
of  sessions,  268;  approbation  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  ii.  112,  124;  projected  re- 
form in,  185  ; rights  of  Irish  members 
reserved  at  the  Union,  iii.  33  ; longest  de- 
bates in,  44 ; approve  of  the  Union,  82 ; 
popular  basis  of,  121;  largest  division  in, 
181 ; Mr.  Grey’s  motion  for  securing  the 
independence  of,  230  ; practice  of,  249. 

(Irish),  address  to  Lord  Cornwallis 

from,  ii.  356  ; Lord  Cornwallis,  opinion 
of,  360  ; debates  on  the  Union,  iii.  40-50  ; 
64,  68,  101,  161-165,  181-187,'l90.204, 
207-219,  233-243,  249,  250;  debate  on 
the  state  of  the  nation,  64-66  ; the  Rebel- 
lion Bill,  68-70  ; on  the  Regency  Bill,  86- 
88  ; on  Maynooth,  90-92  ; on  escheator- 
ship  of  Munster,  97-99  ; conduct  of  the 
Opposition,  101,  183,  187,  190,  201,  207, 
211,  220,  247;  formidable  influence  of 
boroughmongers  in,  110;  cause  of  its  dis- 
similarity from  the  English  House  of 
Commons,  121 ; debate  on  tithe  agistment, 
221  ; landed  income  of  the  members  op- 
posing and  supporting  the  Union,  224  ; 
Union  Bill  passed,  249. 

Commutation  (Tea)  Bill,  i.  178. 

Compensation  to  American  loyalists,  i. 
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193;  for  Irish  boroughs  disfranchised,  iii. 
49,  62,  81,  82,  321. 

Competition  in  the  silk-trade  of  India,  i.  250. 

CONGLETON,  Lord,  ii.  356. 

Congress  at  Philadelphia,  i.  19,  23,  35; 
refuse  exchange  of  prisoners,  81. 

of  military  chiefs  in  India,  ii.  102,  513. 

of  Radstadt,  iii.  419. 

Connaught,  cattle  - maiming  in,  iii.  60; 
military  defence  of,  81;  “fire-eaters”  of, 
256  ; famine  in,  283. 

CONOLLY,  Right  Hon.  Thomas,  ii.  453; 
favourable  to  the  Union,  iii.  43  ; Duke  of 
Portland’s  opinion  of,  280. 

Conquests,  partition  of  Indian,  ii.  22. 

CONSTABLESHiP  of  the  Tower  ; see  Tower. 

“ Consular  Edict  ” of  Lord  Downshire, 
&c,  iii.  170. 

Consular  Fi-ench  Government,  iii.  148. 

Conti,  Prince  of,  emigration  and  arrest  of, 
ii.  40. 

Contingent  charges,  control  of,  ii.  580. 

Contracts,  or  agencies,  question  of,  i.  434, 
ii.  501 ; suspicions  of  Lord  Cornwallis  re- 
specting, i.  238,  469 ; for  silk,  fraudulent, 
250  ; Lord  Cornwallis  puts  down  jobbing, 
318  ; abolition  of  “ riding,”  458  ; interest 
of  Directors  in,  ii.  18. 

Contractors  for  silk,  sued  in  equity,  i. 
253;  for  bullocks,  in  India,  iii.  23. 

Convention  of  Saratoga,  i.  36 ; of  Mau- 
ritius, 226,  338,  350;  English  and  Prus- 
sian, 361;  with  the  Marathas,  ii.  72; 
French  “ National,”  249  ; in  Dublin,  340. 

Conway,  Right  Hon.  H.,  i.  138, 321 ; ii.  175. 

, Comte  Thomas  de,  career  of,  i.  317; 

ii.  55. 

, Mr.,  a spy,  iii.  85. 

CoNYNGHAM,  Earl,  supports  the  Union,  iii. 
140  ; representative  peer,  286 ; his  bo- 
rough disfranchised,  322. 

Cooke,  Edward,  Under-Secretary  of  State, 
ii.  371  ; Lord  Longueville’s  attack  on,  iii. 
17  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  character  of,  310, 
313,  315,  381. 

COORG,  Raja  and  Princess  of,  ii.  73,  139. 

COORGA  country,  cession  of,  ii.  158  ; value 
of,  160,  537,  540. 

COOTE,  Sir  E.,  sepoys’  attachment  to,  i.  215. 

, Right  Hon.  C.,  iii.  253,  323. 

COOTINGBERRY,  Raja  of,  ii.  479. 

Cope,  Mr.  W.,  pension  to,  ii.  375. 

Corbett,  arrested  in  Hamburgh,  iii.  142, 284. 

Cork,  Edward,  Earl  of,  iii.  35,  322. 

(county),  agitation  in  the,  iii.  61 ; feel- 
ings respecting  the  Union,  210,  328  ; 
(city).  Lord  Longueville’s  influence  in,  3, 
324;  embarkation  of  troops  from,  231, 
236  ; military  position  of,  488,  489. 

Corn,  high  price  of,  in  1796,  ii.  304  ; iii.  144. 

Corn-law  Bill  of  1772,  iii.  249. 

Cornwall,  Right  Hon.  C.  W.,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  i.  89. 
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Cornwall,  K.,  political  influence  of,  iii.  1 70, 
322. 

Cornwallis,  Marquis,  education,  i.  3 ; 
enters  the  army,  4 ; academical  life  at 
Turin,  5 ; serves  in  Germany,  7 ; enters 
Parliament,  succeeds  to  the  Earldom,  9 ; 
aide-de-camp  to  George  III,,  9;  marries, 
9;  opposes  American  taxation,  11;  at- 
tacked by  Junius,  12;  sails  for  America, 
21;  subdues  Jersey,  24;  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  27 ; his  impetuous  attack,  29 ; forces 
Washington’s  left  wing,  30;  leaves  Ame- 
rica, 31 ; returns  with  dormant  commission 
as  General,  33  ; distinguishes  himself  in  re- 
treating from  Philadelphia,  34 ; illness  of 
Lady  Cornwallis,  and  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
return,  37 ; death  of  his  wife,  38 ; re- 
sumes command  in  America,  40 ; ef- 
fectively intercepts  the  enemy’s  commu- 
nications, 43;  civil  and  military  com- 
mand devolves  on,  48 ; his  want  of  troops, 
50  ; critical  position  of,  55 ; his  victory 
at  Camden,  55  ; his  foresight  in  providing 
for  winter,  58 ; retires  to  South  Caro- 
lina, 60 ; winters  at  Wynnesborough,  64 ; 
fords  the  Catawba  under  a severe  fire,  84 ; 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Guilford,  87  ; 
receives  a vote  of  thanks  from  Parliament, 
89  ; his  care  of  the  wounded,  92  ; retii-es 
to  Wilmington,  92 ; his  affair  with  La 
Fayette,  106;  differences  with  Sir  H. 
Clinton,  107-112,  136  ; receives  the  appro- 
bation of  Government,  110  ; arrives  at 
Yorktown  and  Gloucester,  112,  113; 
requires  reinforcements,  113;  compelled  to 
capitulate,  125,  127  ; his  controversy  with 
Sir  H.  Clinton,  136-138  ; difficulties 
about  his  exchange  for  an  American  pri- 
soner, 141,  146-150;  tenders  his  resigna- 
tion of  the  Constableship  of  the  Tower, 
143;  his  resignation  not  accepted,  143; 
again  tenders  his  I’esignation,  160,  161  ; 
his  generosity  to  the  American  loyalists, 
163;  offered  appointments  in  India,  175; 
successfully  mediates  between  Lord  Raw- 
don  and  Mr.  Pitt,  177;  offered  office  by 
Government  and  by  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, 180;  his  conversation  with  George 
III.,  182,  186  ; again  accepts  the  Tower, 
188;  his  views  on  Indian  affairs,  190; 
declines  jNIr.  Pitt’s  offer  of  the  Goveiiior- 
Generalship  of  India,  191  ; his  mission 
to  Frederick  the  Great,  200-211;  inspects 
the  Prussian  troops,  212  ; appointed  Go- 
vernor-General and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
India,  216  ; his  opinion  of  the  India  Acts 
of  1773,  1782,  and  1784,  220;  abolishes 
the  payment  of  chouth,  223;  improves 
the  revenue,  225 ; offers  assistance  to  the 
Peshwa,  228-231  ; his  daily  life  in  India, 
237  ; checks  abuses  in  recruiting,  241  , 
elected  Knight  of  the  Garter,  247 ; effects 
economy  in  tent  allowances,  248  ; his  views 
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relating  to  the  Indian  armies,  250,  251  ; 
his  interviews  with  Hyder  Beg  Khan, 
256-258  ; decides  the  question  as  to  the 
Tanjore  succession,  262  ; prohibits  the 
Company’s  collectors  from  commercial  pur- 
suits, 283;  regulates  the  revenue  from 
salt,  285  ; his  knowledge  of  Indian  affairs, 
298  ; a witness  for  Warren  Hastings,  299  ; 
ii.  237  ; his  tour  of  observation,  i.  316; 
plans  of  reform,  317-319;  his  comments 
on  the  conduct  of  a court-martial,  324  ; 
his  kindness  to  Warren  Hastings’  domes- 
tics, ii.  41  ; repoited  marriage  of,  i,  384; 
approbation  of  the  Government,  424 ; his 
policy  towai'ds  Tippoo,  437 ; proceeds  to 
Madras,  481;  his  domestic  affairs,  494; 
despatches  from  America,  499-528  ; at- 
tacked by  fever,  509 ; his  measures  of 
refoi  m,  539  ; his  revenue  arrangements, 
552 ; his  views  on  suppressing  slavery, 
555  ; his  plan  of  a permanent  settlement, 
560-565  ; his  remarks  on  the  French 
Revolution,  ii.  9 ; criticizes  the  conduct 
of  the  Madras  Government,  10-13  ; his 
views  on  the  renewal  of  the  Company’s 
charter,  13-20;  his  reforms  in  the  Indian 
courts,  34 ; his  advice  to  his  son,  53 ; 
rescues  Colonel  de  Montigny  and  others 
from  French  rebels,  56  ; embai  ks  for 
Madras,  58;  commences  the  IMysore  wai-, 
59;  besieges  Bangalore,  70;  destroys 
Tippoo’s  battering-train,  71  ; arrests 
money  destined  for  China,  to  secure  the 
Maratha  alliance,  72  ; rejects  Tippoo’s 
terms,  73 ; receives  votes  of  approba- 
tion from  Parliament,  HI  ; his  success 
against  Tippoo,  75  ; represses  plunder  and 
marauding,  87  ; reprimands  cavalry  offi- 
cers, 88 ; succours  the  native  sick,  95  ; 
his  plan  of  education  for  his  son,  98, 
99,  105;  waives  his  claim  to  prize-money, 
130,  167;  captures  ISeverndioog,  132; 
marches  to  Seringapatam,  135  ; commences 
the  siege,  136,  154,  513-524;  defeats 
Tippoo,  137,  148 ; Tippoo  attempts  to 
assassinate,  137;  baffles  intrigues,  139; 
his  kindness  to  Tippoo’s  sons,  139,  152, 
224;  declines  Mr.  Pitt’s  offer  of  the 
Secretaryship  of  State,  145 ; censures  a 
court-martial  for  undue  lenity,  167  ; cre- 
ated Marquis,  175;  sends  rice  to  the  dis- 
tressed Circars,  179  ; generosity  to  a dis- 
tressed officer,  181 ; his  reform  of  the  civil 
administration  of  India,  191,  202,  203, 
487 ; proceeds  to  Madi  as,  191;  his  plans  for 
improving  the  revenue,  196-200,  463  ; im- 
proves the  Calcutta  police,  201  ; abolishes 
the  office  of  Naib  Nazim,  202 ; receives  a 
vote  of  thanks  from  the  Corporation  of 
London,  220;  quits  India,  229;  proceeds 
to  the  seat  of  war  in  Flanders,  241  ; 
his  audience  with  the  Emperor,  247  ; his 
interview  with  Marshal  Mullendorf,  251, 
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253,  255;  returns  home,  256;  urged  to 
take  the  command  in  Holland,  259  ; con- 
sulted on  the  state  of  the  Indian  army,  265, 
301,  311  ; accepts  the  Ordnance,  with 
a seat  in  the  cabinet,  283 ; encamps  at 
Wailey,  291 ; mediates  between  Lord 
Hobart,  Sir  J.  Shore,  and  LIr.  Dundas, 
310;  sworn  in  as  Governor-Genei'al  of 
India,  318;  resigns,  319  ; offered  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  and  the  Lord-Lieutenancy 
of  Ireland,  327,  339 ; enters  on  these 
offices,  349  ; addresses  voted  by  the  Irish 
Parliament  to,  356 ; his  treatment  of  the 
rebels,  357,  363,  367  ; his  message  to  Par- 
liament, 365 ; difficulties  of  his  position, 
415 ; his  views  respecting  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, 417  ; censures  a court-martial,  421 ; 
his  plan  for  regulating  salt  sales  in  India, 
505  ; his  views  on  the  amalgamation  of  the 
Indian  aimies,  572-582  ; accused  of  undue 
lenity  in  Ireland,  iii.  13,  73-89 ; his  Irish 
tours  of  observation,  119,  123,  287  ; 
narrowly  escapes  being  shot,  121  ; his 
engagements  to  supporters  of  the  Union, 
245,  251,  256;  receives  a present  from 
the  Indian  army,  275;  his  plans  for 
the  defence  of  Ireland,  297,  489-491  ; 
a dukedom,  331  ; leaves  Ireland,  364; 
commands  the  Eastern  district,  378  ; 
his  mission  to  Amiens,  383-387  ; his 
instructions,  388-394 ; proposes  to  leave 
Paris,  395  ; his  reception,  and  conversation 
with  M.  Joseph  Buonaparte,  397  ; his 
private  interview  with  Napoleon,  400-404; 
his  conferences  at  Amiens,  404-484; 
tenders  his  services  to  the  country,  502  ; 
his  prospect  of  again  visiting  India,  520  ; 
a third  time  Governor-General  of  India, 
525 ; general  approbation  of  his  appoint- 
ment, 530;  Sir  John  Malcolm’s  eulogium 
on,  530  ; arrives  atCalcutta,  530  ; sworn 
in,  533  ; detention  of  ti  ensure  destined  for 
China,  538-540  ; his  instructions  to  Lord 
Lake,  547  ; his  explanation  to  Lord  Lake, 
557  ; his  last  illness,  557,  558  ; his  death, 
559  ; marks  of  public  esteem,  562,  563. 
Cornwallis,  Lady  Mary;  see  Singleton. 

•,  Charles  (4th)  Lord,  i.  2 ; serves  in 

Flanders,  2. 

, Charles  (5th)  Lord,  appointed  Con- 
stable of  the  Tower,  i.  2. 

, James,  last  Earl  of,  ii.  420  ; M.P.  for 

Eye,  iii.  492. 

, Countess,  her  mandage,  i.  9 ; her  death, 

14  ; anecdote  of,  14. 

, Countess  Dowager  of,  i.  166. 

, Hon.  Edward,  General,  i.  12. 

, Frederick,  Archbp.  of  Canterbury,  i.  12. 

, Mrs.  (widow'  of  the  Archbishop),  i. 

153  ; ii.  121. 

, Hon.  and  Rev.  James,  Bishop  of  Lich- 
field, i.  151,  161. 

, Hon.  William,  i.  50  ; his  engagements 
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with  the  French,  50,  171  ; ii.  132,  227  ; 
his  censure  of  Rodney,  i.  139  ; celebrated 
retreat  of,  ii.  293  ; court-martial  on,  303; 
watches  the  French  in  India,  484;  election 
for  Eye,  iii.  492. 

Cornwallis,  Thomas,  Sheriff  of  London,  i.  1 . 

, Sir  Thomas,  Treasurer  of  the  House- 
hold, i.  1. 

, Sir  Frederick,  supports  Charles  I.,  i. 

1,2;  created  a peer,  2. 

, Sir  William,  serves  against  the  Irish 

rebels,  i.  2. 

, Horace,  character  of,  ii.  370 ; 419  ; 

death  of,  iii.  78,  93. 

CoROMAND*EL,  Coast  of,  i.  308;  military 
establishment  on  the,  356;  ii.  289,  491, 
573  ; French  commerce  on,  iii.  441. 

Corruption,  of  civil  servants  of  India,  i. 
244,  250  ; charges  of,  297 ; in  the  native 
courts  of  India,  555 ; in  Ireland  at  the 
Union,  iii.  16,  267. 

CORRV,  Lord,  his  opposition  to  the  Union, 
iii.  64,  200,  247,  250. 

, Right  Hon.  Isaac,  ii.  340  ; appointed 

Chancellor  of  Exchequer,  iii.  39  ; favours 
the  Union,  42,  49 ; admirably  answers 
Grattan,  163,  164 ; his  reply  to  Grattan, 
195  ; his  duel  with  Grattan,  196. 

Corsicans,  their  jealousy  of  the  French,  ii. 
291. 

CossiMBUSAR,  factory  secured  to  France,!. 
352. 

Cotter,  Sir  James,  iii.  49. 

Cottons,  of  Ireland,  iii.  207,  208  ; dissatis- 
faction of  the  northern  manufacturers 
respecting,  215,  216;  Lord  Castlereagh’s 
concessions,  226,  227 ; exports  to  China 
from  India,  540. 

Council,  nominations  to  the  Indian  Supreme, 
i.  389  ; timidity  of  the  Aulic,  iii.  24. 

Councils,  provincial,  in  India,  ii.  473. 

Courier  newspaper,  ii.  399. 

CoURTLAND  Manor,  encampment  of  the 
American  army  at,  i.  29. 

Court-martial  on  Col.  Debbieg,  i.  189; 
conduct  of,  265 ; proceedings  and  prac- 
tice of,  306 ; improper  decision  of,  324, 
451;  ii.  438;  Lord  Cornwallis’s  censure 
on,  ii.  168,  421 ; on  Admiral  Cornwallis, 
303;  in  Ireland,  iii.  63;  Bill  for  defining 
pow'ers  of,  74;  in  Limerick,  291. 

Courts,  Indian,  European  influence  at,  i. 
398;  jurisdiction  of,  ii.  35,  315;  of 
requests,  315;  criminal,  549,  550;  of 
appeal,  563. 

COUTTS,  Mr.,  the  banker,  anecdote  of,  i.  273. 

Coventry,  Earl  and  Countess  of,  i.  447. 

COWXEY,  Lord;  see  Wellesley. 

Cow'PENS,  English  defeated  at,  i.  84. 

Cradock,  second  in  Grattan’s  duel,  iii.  195. 

Craig,  Colonel  Sir  James,  ii.  248. 

— — , Lieut.-General  Peter,  ii.  421. 

Cranganore,  bought  from  the  Dutch,  i. 
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467,  491,  492  ; ii.  479,483,486  ; history 
of,  ii.  106  ; its  defensive  position,  114;  in- 
dependence of,  126,  488. 

Crauford,  General  Sir  Charles,  character 
of,  ii.  125. 

Crawford,  Major-General,  ii.  396  ; harasses 
the  French,  404  ; acts  under  General  Lake, 
iii.  11. 

Crawfurd,  Sir  James,  Bart.,  captures 
Napper  Tandy,  iii.  142,  242. 

Credit,  British,  in  India,  i.  319,  556,  ii. 
560. 

Creditors  of  the  Nabob,  Committee  of,  i. 
355. 

Cremorne,  Lord,  attacks  Lord  Castlereagh, 
iii.  97. 

Crewe,  Major-General,  i.  300. 

Crimea,  death  of  four  great-grandsons  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  in,  i.  16. 

Criminal  law  of  India,  i.  555;  ii.  202; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  improvements  in,  203, 
204;  system  of  administration,  487  ; sug- 
gested improvements  in,  506,  561. 
Crosbie,  W.  a.,  pensioned,  iii.  363. 

Cross  Creek,  i.  92. 

Cruger,  Colonel  J.  H , his  property  con- 
fiscated, i.  56 ; commands  at  “ Ninety- 
Six,”  63. 

CuFFE,  Colonel  J.,  peerage  solicited  for,  iii. 
246,  257,  319. 

CuLFORD,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  country-seat,  i. 
14,  469. 

Cultivation,  taxes  on  lands  in  (India),  ii. 

468,  477  ; of  waste  lands,  558,  559. 
Cumberland,  William,  Duke  of,  i.  4. 

, Henry  Frederick,  Duke  of,  i.  301. 

Cummur-ud-Deen,  ii.  150. 

Cunningham,  General  K.,  captured  and 

rescued,  i.  74. 

CUPPAGE,  Colonel  J.,  his  gallantry  at  Coim- 
batore, ii.  74,  109. 

Curran,  Right  Hon.  J.  P.,  iii.  32;  efforts 
to  secuie  his  election,  174;  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s character  of,  247. 

CURRENGV,  Indian,  ii.  478. 

Customs,  consolidation  of  the,  i.  293  ; In- 
dian internal,  32 1 ; ii.  497 ; abolition  of 
Government,  i.  351,  353  ; endless  and  con- 
tradictory, ii.  467 ; exactions  in  the  col- 
lection, 555. 

Cuttack,  its  importance,  i.  366,  410,  437, 
452  ; proposed  exchange  for  Salsette,  400, 
429,  ii.  48  ; negotiation  as  to,  i.  410 ; 
Lord  Wellesley  takes  a part  of,  iii.  529. 
Cyder  and  Perry  Bill,  opposed  by  Lord 
Cornwallis,  i.  10. 

D. 

Dacca,  factory  of,  seemed  to  France,  i.  352  ; 
famine  in  the  district  of,  ii.  16;  police  of 
the  town  of,  205 ; state  of  cultivation  in 
the  district  of,  469  ; appeal  court  at,  562. 


declaratory. 

Dagger  of  Tippoo  presented  to  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, iii.  275. 

Dalkeith,  Earl  of,  marriage  of,  ii.  285. 

Dallas,  General  Sir  Thomas,  ii.  91. 

Dalling,  General  Sir  John,  i.  41 ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  opinion  of,  191 ; illness  and 
recall  of,  225. 

Dalrymple,  Viscount,  minister  at  Berliuj  i. 
199. 

Daly,  Right  Hon.  Denis  Bowes,  Lord  Castle- 
leagh  complains  of,  iii.  48 ; an  active  Anti- 
Unionist,  60,  173. 

, Mr.  Justice  St.  George,  supports  the 

Union,  iii.  18,  42,  49. 

, Captain  Peter,  promotion  of,  i.  170. 

Dam  AS,  Comte  de,  anecdote  of,  ii.  279. 

Damer,  Lady  Caroline,  i.  168. 

- , Hon.  G. ; see  Dorchester,  Earl  of. 

Dan  river,  i.  85. 

Danton,  George  Jaques,  ii.  238. 

Darapooram,  surrender  of,  i.  480. 

Darby,  Verney,  charge  against,  iii.  190. 

Dardanelles,  M.  Joseph  Buonapai'te’s  jea- 
lousy of  Russia  in,  iii.  398. 

D’Argenteau  ; see  Mercy. 

Darmapatam  Island,  taken  by  Tippoo,  i.  387 . 

Darnley,  Eai’l  of,  iii.  150;  indecision  of, 
153;  Lord  Cornwallis’s  reconciliation  with, 
157  ; supports  the  Union,  163,  168  ; his 
borough  disfranchised,  321. 

Darogah,  appointed  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  ii. 
205. 

Darrah,  Mr.,  pension  and  murder  of,  iii. 
320. 

Darrell,  Sir  Lionel,  Bart.,  iii.  285. 

Darwar,  siege  and  surrender  of,  ii.  73. 

Davers,  Sir  Charles,  Bart.,  iii.  501. 

Davidson,  General,  death  of,  i.  84. 

Davies,  Mr.,  Advocate-General  in  India,  i. 
249  ; character  of,  264. 

Dawson,  R.,  attacks  Lord  Castlereagh,  iii. 
97,  98 ; opposes  the  Union,  210,  222  ; 
acquiesces  in,  251. 

Debates  on  the  Irish  Union,  iii.  40-50,  64- 
70,  161-165,  182-187,  193-200,  202-204, 
207-223,  230,  232,  236-241,  247-249  ; in 
English  Parliament,  57. 

Debbieg,  General,  court-martial  on,  i.  183  ; 
iii.  377. 

De  Blaquiere,  Lord;  see  Blaquiere,  Sir 
John. 

Debt  of  India,  i.  489. 

of  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  i.  224, 

353,  394;  ii.  493,  545. 

of  Ireland,  at,  and  after,  the  Union,  iii. 

33,  160. 

Deccan,  merchants  of,  i.  553 ; Maratha 
demand  of  chout  in,  ii.  544;  duties  on 
exports  from,  551;  theSoubah  of,  iii.  544; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  policy  towards,  548. 

Decennial  settlement ; see  Settlement. 

Decies,  Lord,  Arclibishop  of  Tuam,  iii.  160. 

1 Declaratory  Bill,  i.  11;  passed,  17;  le- 
2 p 2 


580 


INDEX. 


DE  CLIFFORD. 

lating  to  sending  troops  to  India,  321, 
862 ; Mr.  Dundas’s  remarks  on,  366,  371, 
374;  opposition  to,  372. 

De  Clifford,  (17th)  Lord,  ii.  41. 

, (18th)  Lord,  Irish  influence  of,  iii. 

43;  opposes  the  Union,  151,  163;  re- 
moval of  his  friend  Mr.  Rowley  from  office, 
176  ; parliamentary  influence,  203. 

Deeg,  fortress  of,  iii.  555. 

Deep  Chund,  pensioned,  i.  289,  313. 

Deep  River,  i.  53. 

Defence  of  the  country,  iii.  378-382,  504- 
510,  515. 

of  Ireland,  Duke  of  Wellington  and 

Lord  Cornwallis’s  plans,  iii.  297  ; Colonel 
Hope’s  report  on,  488. 

De  Freyne,  Lord,  iii.  50. 

De  Lancey,  General  Oliver,  promotion  of, 

ii.  290. 

Delaware,  passage  of  the,  i.  27. 

Deleel  Deel  Khan,  ii.  108,  119. 
Delegates,  American,  i.  19 ; from  Irish 
volunteers,  ii.  340. 

Delhi,  revolutions  and  barbarities  at,  i.  543, 
547  ; Lord  Wellesley’s  proposal  to  occupy, 

iii.  530 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  of  the 
possession  of,  542. 

Denmark,  alliance  with  Russia,  i.  210,  450  ; 
consents  to  an  ai'mistice,  iii.  356  ; West 
Indian  settlements  of,  taken,  362. 
Deringh,  Raje  of,  ii.  189. 

Derry,  Bishop  of,  character  of,  ii.  340. 

, city  of,  iii.  29;  county  of^,  141,  161. 

Desandrouin,  M.,  negotiates  for  a loan  to 
Belgium,  ii.  257. 

Desart,  Earl  of,  elected  Irish  representative 
peer,  iii.  286. 

Descent,  Indian  law  of,  ii.  558,  581;  of 
persons  in  the  European  service  in  India, 
581. 

Desertion,  punishment  for,  i.  56,  61 ; 

causes  of,  among  the  sepoys,  ii.  95. 
Despard,  Colonel  E.  M.,  iii.  498. 
D’Estaing,  Comte  ; see  Estaing,  Comte  d’. 
Destouches,  Chevalier,  repulsed  by  Admiral 
Arbuthnot,  i.  88. 

Deuxponts,  Duke  and  Duchy  of,  i.  208. 
Devil’s  Bridge,  Suwarrow’s  attack  on,  iii. 
143. 

Devonshire,  Duke  of,  disfranchisement  of 
his  borough,  iii.  323 ; Irish  parliamentary 
influence  of,  324. 

— , Georgiana,  Duchess  of,  canvasses  for 

Fox,  i.  173. 

Dewanny  Sudder  Adawlut,  Court  of,  ii. 
201,  562,  563. 

De  W inter,  Admiral ; see  Winter,  Admiral  de. 
Dholepoor,  iii.  534 ; its  transfer  to  Sindia, 
549,  550. 

Dick,  Dr.  William,  iii.  526. 

Digby,  Admiral  R.,  in  America,  i.  120,  121, 
135;  writes  to  Washington,  147. 

',  Colonel  Stephen,  i.  158;  his  account 


DOVER. 

of  George  III.,  470-474;  illness  and  death 
of,  iii.  199,  250. 

Lildeleer  Khan  pensioned,  i.  289,  313. 
Dillon,  Charles,  Viscount,  opposes  the  Union, 
iii.  185. 

, Arthur,  “ Le  Beau,”  guillotined,  iii. 

185. 

Dindigul,  fortress  of,  surrenders,  i.  479; 

ii.  48  ; military  strength  of,  160,  539. 
Dingle  Icouch,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 
Disaffection,  spirit  of  Irish,  iii.  61,  67,  94. 
Discipline,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  remark  on, 

ii.  275;  enforcement  of,  525;  how  im- 
proved, 580. 

Discontent  of  Bengal  officers,  ii.  311 ; 

causes  and  remedies,  572. 

Dissenters,  activity  of,  ii.  32,  185  ; par- 
liamentary defeat  o^  42  ; indifferent  to  the 
Irish  Union,  iii.  52  ; proposed  payment  of 
their  ministers,  64,  294. 

Districts,  Indian,  C^ed,  ii.  539 ; Courts  of, 
- 562. 

Dobbs,  Francis,  eccentric  arguments  of,  ii. 
376  ; iii.  250,  285. 

Dolben,  Sir  W.,  his  Bill  regulating  slave- 
ships,  ii.  32. 

Domingo,  St.,  French  annament  for,  iii.  391. 
Doncaster,  Earldom  of,  attainder  and  re- 
versal of,  i.  2. 

Donegal,  2nd  Marquis  of,  iii.  139. 

, county  of,  supports  the  Union,  iii.  140, 

141,  161 ; borough  of,  disfranchised,  322. 

, Bay  of,  its  defensive  position,  iii.  287. 

Doneraile,  borough  of,  disfranchised,  iii. 
322. 

Donop,  Count,  killed  in  America,  i.  24,  30. 
Donoughmore,  Viscount,  patronage  of,  iii. 
108;  sei’vices  of,  125,  184,  225;  created 
an  Earl,  245,  319  ; elected  representative 
peer,  286,  343. 

Doolies,  allowance  to,  ii.  96. 

Dorchester,  Guy  Carleton,  Lord,  i.  13; 
succeeds  Sir  H.  Clinton,  133,  146,  147, 
148  ; Lord  Sydney  praises,  183  ; his  pen- 
sion and  peerage,  271;  power  of  granting 
commissions  refused  to.  280. 

, George  Darner,  Earl  of,  family  anec- 
dote of,  i.  168  ; iii.  4,  231. 

Dormer,  (10th)  Lord,  ii.  333. 

, Lady  Elizabeth,  ii.  333. 

Dorset,  John  Frederick,  Duke  of,  i.  334; 
obtains  the  Blue  Riband,  374  ; his  applica- 
tion to  the  French  Minister  of  Marine,  459. 
Dorsetshire  militia  desire  to  leave  Ireland, 

iii.  126,  130. 

Douglas,  Archibald,  Lord,  his  claim  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  ii.  44. 

, Captain  Sir  Andrew  Snape,  ii.  292. 

Dover,  Joseph,  Lord,  i.  425. 

Castle,  a suggested  depot  for  recruits,  i. 

406 ; military  position  of,  ii.  336 ; iii. 
508. 

House  Club,  account  of,  i.  375. 
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DOWTLAT. 

Dowlat  Baug,  ford  at,  ii.  531. 

Dowlixg,  Matthew,  Wolfe  Tone’s  attorney, 
outlawed,  ii.  350. 

Dowlut  Row  Sixdia,  adjustment  of  dif- 
ferences with,  iii.  547-555 ; his  detention 
of  English  gentlemen,  536. 

Down,  Bishop  of  (Dr.  W.  Dickson),  iii.  139. 

, county  of,  state  of  crime  in,  iii.  19, 

21  ; capture  of  suspected  persons  in,  73  ; 
Anti-Unionist  meetings  in,  166,  167,  173; 
loyalty  of  middle  classes  in,  176,  229. 

Downes,  Lord,  Chief  Justice  of  King’s  Bench, 
Ireland,  complains  of  detention  of  prisoners 
by  military,  iii.  14. 

, Ulysses  Burgh,  (2nd)  Lord,  iii.  14. 

Downpatrick,  Lord  de  Clifford’s  influence 
in,  iii.  43;  becomes  independent,  324. 

Downshire,  Marquis  of,  i.  217  ; opposes 
the  Union,  iii.  34,  46,  80,  152;  parha- 
mentary  influence  of,  43,  322,  324 ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  opinion  of,  104,  105,  110, 
141,  184;  speech  of,  129,  185;  Mr.  Pitt’s 
inteniew  with,  147  ; his  reserve,  151  ; 
open  hostility  of,  163-167,  171,  173  ; 
subscription  for  the  opposition,  174;  un- 
supported by  the  middle  classes,  176  ; pro- 
motes an  Anti-Union  petition  from  the 
militia,  178;  dismissed  from  the  militia 
and  Privy  Council,  179,  188,  191,  192; 
Duke  of  Portland’s  opinion  of,  197  ; pa- 
tronizes Mr.  Saurin,  204,  212;  Lord 
Castlereagh  opposes,  228  ; defeated  at  the 
county  election,  231  ; his  interview  with 
George  III.,  232. 

Downshire  Militia,  excellence  of,  ii.  396. 

Doyle,  General  Sir  John,  i.  49. 

D’Oyley,  Sir  John,  Baronet,  Agent  for  In- 
dian Princes,  i.  254. 

Dragoons,  5th  (Royal  Irish),  officers  of,  on 
a court-martial,  ii.  422  ; disbanded,  423, 
424,  iii.  265. 

, 19th,  employed  against  Tippoo,  ii. 

514,  516. 

Drogheda,  Marquis  of,  correspondence  re- 
specting his  promotion,  iii.  244,  259,  264, 
272-274,  305;  his  character,  269  ; made 
an  English  Peer,  318  ; his  borough  dis- 
franchised, 322. 

, representation  of,  iii.  324. 

Droughts,  Indian,  their  eflect  on  the  revenue, 

ii.  465,  546,  547 ; resource  against,  559. 

Drugs,  intoxicating,  levying  of  duties  on,  ii. 

580. 

Drunkenness  in  the  army,  punishment  for, 

i.  266;  how  checked  in  India,  ii.  548. 

Duab,  the.  Lord  Wellesley’s  wish  to  occupy, 

iii.  530 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  protection  of, 
550,  554. 

Dubash,  the  office  of,  ii.  67  ; Paupiah,  67. 

Dublin,  Archbishop  of,  high  character  of 
Cleaver,  iii.  160,  169,  210. 

, , Agar,  ti'anslated  from  Cashel, 

iii.  438. 


DUNDAS. 

Dublin,  city  of,  its  opposition  to  the  Union, 

ii. 454;  iii.  16, 168,  194,  206 ; agitation  in, 

iii.  20-29, 111,161,  173;  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton’s opinion  of  its  military  position,  297  ; 
freedom  of,  conferred  on  Lord  Cornwallis, 
562  ; gaiTison  of,  132,  189  ; guilds  of,  168  ; 
lodges,  29 ; neutrality  of  Roman  Catholics 
in,  128  ; representation  of,  7,  26,  324  ; riots 
in,  51 ; scaicitv  in,  110, 144  ; tranquillized, 

110,  229,  247'  250,  285,  288. 

, county  of,  disturbed  state  of,  iii.  21, 

24;  Anti-Union  meetings  in,  32,  35. 

Univeisity,  proposed  changes  in,  iii.  68, 

71  ; representation  of,  234,  324. 

Du  Buy,  Major,  commands  a Hessian  regiment, 

i.  523. 

Ducie,  Lord,  i.  212. 

Duckworth,  Admiral,  takes  the  Danish  set- 
tlements, iii.  362. 

Duels,  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Tierney, 

ii.  338  ; in  Mayo  county,  iii.  256. 

Duff,  Colonel,  called  “ Tiger  DuflP,”  ii.  63 ; 

his  tent  attacked  by  Tippoo,  137  ; moves 
fiom  Bangalore,  141  ; at  the  night-attack 
on  Tippoo,  516. 

, General  Sir  James,  his  conflict  with 

the  Irish,  ii.  347 ; his  duties  in  Limerick, 

111.  358. 

, J.  Grant,  his  History  of  the  Mahrattas, 

i.  227. 

Dufferin,  Lord,  iii.  215;  Baroness,  the 
title  confened,  318. 

Duigenan,  Right  Hon.  Patrick,  his  conver- 
sion from  Rome,  iii.  62  ; his  obseiwations 
on  Lord  Cornwallis,  70,  90  ; urges  security 
for  the  Irish  Church,  197,  198  ; ably 
answers  j\Ir.  Saurin,  212  ; appointed  Com- 
missioner of  Compensation,  321. 

Duleek,  disfi-anchised,  iii.  322. 

Dunalley,  Lord,  supports  the  Union,  iii. 

256  ; obtains  a peerage,  318. 

Duncan,  Lord,  mutineera  in  his  ships,  ii.  326. 

, Lieut. -Col.  William,  ii.  322. 

, Lady  Mary,  i.  201. 

, Jonathan,  his  knowledge  of  India,  i. 

283  ; his  administration  at  Benares,  314, 
460,  537  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  admiration 
of,  424,  429,  430,  462,  552,  ii.  81  ; not 
appreciated  by  the  Court  of  Directors,  i.  47 6, 
559,  ii.  216  ; his  refonns  and  negotia- 
tions, ii.  204,  205  ; his  character,  221  ; 
his  appointment  as  Governor  of  Bombay, 
237,  266,  iii.  508,  510  ; assists  the  Mala- 
bar Commissioners,  ii.  311,  iii.  201  ; aids 
in  settling  the  Nepaul  Treaty,  ii.  551  ; nomi- 
nated for  the  Bengal  Council,  iii.  496,  497. 
Duncombe,  Henry,  M.P.  for  Yorkshire,  i. 
172;  ii.  282. 

Dundalk,  Lord  Cornwallis  visits,  iii.  138, 
140,  234. 

Dundas,  Thomas,  Lord,  votes  against  the 
Test  Act,  ii.  42. 

, Lady  Eleanor,  visits  America,  i.  292. 
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DUN  DAS. 

Dun  DAS,  Major-General  Thomas,  i.  134 ; 
capacity  of,  389. 

• , Sir  David,  military  system  of,  i.  202, 

ii.  336  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  remarks  on,  333, 

iii.  500,  505,  515. 

, Right  Hon.  Henry,  Lord  Cornwallis’s 

opinion  of,  i.  190;  letter  to  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, 254  ; in  Pai'liament,  374  ; ii.  110  ; 
proposes  IMr.  J.  Duncan  Govenior  of 
Bombay,  266  ; plan  respecting  the  Indian 
anny,  3o4 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  of, 
309  ; iii.  174,  201  ; presented  with  horses 
by  the  Nabob,  ii.  310  ; his  fiiTnness,  319  ; 
;^Ir.  Robinson’s  criticism  of  his  plan,  323  ; 
his  kindness,  iii.  514,  516,  517,  519. 

Dungannon  Borough,  iii.  234 ; Lord  Aber- 
coru’s  influence  in,  324. 

Dungarvan  Borough,  iii.  234 ; Duke  of 
Devonshire’s  influence  in,  324. 

Dunkirk,  French  gunboats  at,  ii.  313;  pro- 
posed by  Talleyi’and  for  seat  of  negotiations, 
iii.  158. 

Dunleer  Borough  disfranchised,  iii.  322  ; 
compensation  for,  322. 

Dunn,  James,  the  assassin,  executed,  iii.  112. 

Dunraven,  Earl  of,  iii.  254,  318. 

Dunsanv,  Randal,  Lord,  iii.  220. 

Du  Put,  Andre  Julien,  Comte,  ii.  55,  iii.  445. 

Durbars,  intriguing  spirit  of,  ii.  102. 

Durwar,  foilress  of,  ii.  513. 

Duties,  Indian,  collection  of  bazar,  ii.  580  ; 
on  boats,  475  ; Custom-house,  i.  540  ; 
refoi-m  of  internal,  ii.  470,  474,  475-477, 
546-571  ; Sayer,  496,  497,  547. 

•,  Irish,  proposed  at  the  Union,  iii.  33. 

Dwyer,  Michael,  the  Wicklow  bandit,  iii.  283. 

D’Yvernois,  Sir  F.,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  criti- 
cism on  his  pamphlet,  ii.  296. 


E. 

Ead-gah,  Tippoo’s  defensive  position  at,  ii. 
530-532. 

East  India  Bill,  Mr.  Fox’s,  i.  14,  157,  175, 

220  ; Mr.  Pitt’s,  220. 

East  India  Company,  their  difterences  with 
Government,  i.  178  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s 
services  desu'ed  by,  179  ; elections  by,  219  ; 
original  tenitories  of,  221  ; peculation  of 
sei-vants  of,  221  ; capacity  of  the  directore, 

221  ; feudatorial  character  of,  223  ; mis- 
conduct of  their  supei'cargoes,  246  ; j>ay  of 
their  sei'vauts,  278,  286,  321,  379;  col- 
lectorships  of,  283  ; salt  monopoly,  285  ; 
economy  of,  290,  318  ; conduct  to  Sir  A. 
Campbell,  319,  322,  407 ; justice  for 
;Madras  and  Bombay,  324 ; renewal  of 
charter,  332  ; their  patronage,  333,  433, 
476,  535,  559,  561  ; military  establish- 
ments of,  341-345;  diffeiences  with  Board 
of  Control,  348  ; olject  to  the  raising  of 
four  regiments,  349,  362  ; op])ose  the  De- 


ELPHINSTONE. 

claratory  Bill,  366 ; proprietors  and  di- 
rector’s, 367  ; alleged  illiberality  of,  378  ; 
conciliation  of,  385,  391  ; Duke  of  York’s 
opinion  respecting  Company’s  troops,  402  ; 
financial  position  of,  4u9,  478 ; object  to 
the  Chinese  embassy,  ii.  1 ; proposed  chai-ter, 
13-20,  229  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  of, 
14,  15,  113,  155,  213;  appointments  by, 
complained  of,  155,  156  ; their  past  ad- 
ministration, 172,  568  ; capacity  of  the 
seiwants  of,  173  ; made  Dewan  of  the 
Nabob  of  Bengal,  192;  Lord  Clive’s  treat- 
ment by  Em'opean  officer’s  of,  193  ; nomi- 
nate supervisors  of  the  revenue,  193  ; Mr. 
Drmdas’s  plans  defeated  by,  266,  284 ; 
committees  in  London  and  India  respecting 
the  amalgamation  of  the  ar-mies  of,  285 ; 
reject  Lord  Cornwallis’s  plans  for  the  ar-my, 
288,  300,  301  ; zemindar  payments  to, 
460,  463  ; policy  of  moderation  in  demands 
of,  467  ; Tippoo’s  treaty  with,  532  ; their 
power  over  the  ai'my,  570,  574;  supplies 
of  ordnance  by,  576  ; author’ity  over  con- 
tingent charges,  576,  577  ; impor-tance  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to,  iii.  443  ; their 
diflerences  with  Lord  Wellesley,  495,  524, 
531,  543  ; their  vote  of  40,000/.  to  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  family,  564. 

Economy,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  remai’ks  on 
public,  i.  276,  290,  318,  541  ; in  the 
Bengal  and  Bombay  establishments,  560. 

Eden,  Sir  Mor-ton,  his  peer-age,  iii.  109. 

Edgecombe,  Lord  ; see  ]\Iount-Edgecombe. 

Edgeworth,  R.  L.,  iii.  183. 

Education  in  India,  i.  398,  554. 

Effingham,  Lord,  resigns  his  commission, 

i.  13  ; his  motion  on  the  navy,  32  ; his 
motions  in  favour  of  Gover-nment,  164. 

Egan,  John,  iii.  164,  248  ; sobriquet  of,  215. 

Egerton,  the  family  of,  iii.  175. 

Eglinton,  Archibald,  Earl  of,  i.  170. 

Egypt,  French  invasion  of,  ii.  415,  iii.  357  ; 
Lord  Cor-nwallis’s  anxiety  as  to,  359,  360, 
378  ; British  success  in,  362,  490  ; the 
Turks  and  English  in,  439. 

Eldon,  Earl  of,  i.  270. 

Elections,  English  (1784),  i.  172  ; ii.  42  ; 
Irish,  iii.  Ill;  of  Ii’ish  Representative  Peer’s, 
272,  278,  280,  286. 

Elephants  useful  in  ar-tillery  movements, 

ii.  86  ; present  of,  to  Geoi’ge  HI.,  557. 

Elgin,  Thomas,  Earl  of,  at  INlaestricht,  ii.  242. 

Eliot,  Edward,  Lord,  i.  16. 

, Hon.  G.  C.  Cornwallis,  killed  at  Inker- 

man,  i.  16. 

Elliot,  Sir  George  A. ; see  Heathfield. 

, Andrew,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New 

York,  i.  148. 

, Right  Hon.  William,  ii.  420,  421. 

, Hugh,  ^Minister  at  Copenhagen,  bold 

conduct  of,  i.  450. 

Elphinstone,  Lieut. -Colonel  John,  i.  385  ; 
Field-officer’s  commission  of,  ii.  143. 


INDEX. 


583 


ELWES. 

Elwes,  the  miser,  important  vote  of,  i,  171. 

Ely,  Marquis  of,  promises  to  support  the 
Union,  ii.  452  ; adverse  to  the  measure,  hi. 
34,  86 ; hesitates,  41 , 43,  47  ; again  promises 
support,  80,  149;  conduct  of,  1U8,  113, 
258;  ma)-quisate  of,  259,  262,  264,  281, 
319  ; English  peerage  conferred,  318  ; his 
boroughs  disfianchised,  322. 

Emmett,  T.  A.,  rebellion  and  banishment  of, 

ii.  378,  428  ; ingratitude  of,  392  ; separate 
imprisonment  of,  438  ; conspiracy  of,  iii. 
283,  499,  508. 

Engineers,  ofRcei-s  of,  ii.  576  ; the  coi*ps  of, 
desen'e  encouragement,  iii.  219,  225;  im- 
provement of,  229,  317. 

England,  war  with  America,  i.  13,  17  ; 
maritime  power  of,  32  ; policy  of,  48,  346, 

iii.  495 ; her  power  after  the  American 
war,  i.  204,  208  ; Frederick  the  Great’s 
friendly  professions  to,  209  ; finances  of, 
210,  275  ; her  prosperity,  264,  403,  557  ; 
commercial  treaty  of  France  with,  271, 
276  ; general  state  of  afiaii-s  in  1787,  272- 
274,  298;  in  1788,  375-379;  in  1789, 
441 ; in  1790,  482,  ii.  5-7,  32,  44-46  ; in 
1791,  104,  144,  170;  in  1792,  185  ; 
French  jealousy  of  the  guard-ships  of,  i. 
335  ; fi-iendship  of  Holland  with,  334-337  ; 
Prussian  convention  with,  361  ; Indian 
saying  respecting,  372  ; gloomy  aspect  of, 
417,  ii.  309,  311,  iii.  317  ; party-feeling 
in,  i.  444  ; European  importance  of,  ii.  9 ; 
her  conduct  to  Spain,  109  ; withdraws  her 
troops  from  Flandei's,  281  ; threatened 
French  invasion  of,  285,  313,  335,  337, 
iii.  296,  489,  504,  516;  suspends  cash 
payments,  ii.  325  ; deserted  by  her  allies, 
333  ; danger  and  defences  of,  334,  336, 
iii.  490  ; her  alliance  with  Russia,  iii.  24  ; 
Irish  jealousy  of,  60  ; proposed  armistice 
between  France  and,  293  ; eastern  district 
of,  378  ; treaty  of  Amiens  between  France 
and,  383-487  ; Newfoundland  fisheries  of, 
399,  430,  444  ; her  rights  in  Malta,  393, 
411,  425  ; alliance  of  Naples  with,  455  ; 
her  privileges  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  459  ; 
French  uneasiness  at  her  naval  preparations, 
465;  militia  and  yeomanry  of,  490,  491. 

English  bishops  promoted  to  the  Irish  pri- 
macy, iii.  160,  169. 

Church  incorporated  with  the  Irish,  iii. 

176,  198,  209. 

Ennis,  borough  of,  iii.  234. 

Enniscorthy,  Irish  rebels  defeated  at,  ii. 
354;  patrons  of,  iii.  170;  disfranchised, 
322. 

Enniskillen,  Earl  of,  his  difference  with 
Lord  Cornwallis,  ii.  421  ; opposes  the 
Union,  iii.  51  ; reconciliation  of,  193,  198  ; 
his  son  patronised  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  333  ; 
Grand  Master  of  Orange  Lodges,  507. 

, borough  of,  iii.  234,  287. 

Ennoree  river,  i.  53. 


famine. 

Eratore  Ford,  ii.  529. 

Erne,  Earl,  elected  Representative  Peer,  iii. 
286. 

Eroad,  reduction  of,  i.  479  ; conveyance  of 
food  to,  467. 

Erskine,  Henry,  Lord,  defeated  at  Ports- 
mouth election,  i.  172  ; a witness  for  O’Con- 
nor, ii.  381 . 

Escheatorship  of  Munster,  debate  on,  iii. 
97-100. 

Esmonde,  John,  M.D.,  execution  of,  ii.  347, 
iii.  284. 

Essex,  expected  French  descent  in,  ii.  313  ; 
defence  of,  334-336. 

Estaing,  Comte  d’,  evades  Admiral  Byron, 
i.  37  ; repulsed  at  Savannah,  41. 

Esten,  Mrs.,  vei*ses  upon,  i.  376. 

Etruria,  King  of,  iii.  407  ; recognition  of, 
pressed  on  England,  435,  444,  449. 

Europe,  critical  state  of  (1785),  i.  198;  in 
1794,  ii.  231-235,  258;  Frederick  the 
Great’s  opinion  of,  i.  208  ; affairs  of,  in  1788, 
328-340;  in  1791,  ii.  9,  110;  in  1792, 
164  ; negotiations  in,  341  ; politics  of,  361- 
368,  391,  392  ; hostile  aspect  of,  iii.  316, 
317,  437  ; French  preponderance  in,  408, 
439  ; Buonaparte  menaces,  457  ; alarming 
state  of,  in  1802,  498  ; in  1804,  513. 

European  hostilities,  their  influence  on  India, 

i.  368  ; influence  at  Native  Coui'ts,  398. 

Eustace,  Lieut.-General  Charles,  iii.  116. 

Euston,  Earl  of,  marriage  of,  i.  182. 

Evans,  Hamden,  Irish  state-prisoner,  ii.  377. 

Evidence  in  the  Indian  Criminal  Courts, 

ii.  549,  550. 

Ewart,  Joseph,  Minister  at  Berlin,  i.  201. 

Exchange  of  American  prisoners,  i.  141, 
146-150. 

, rate  of,  in  India,  i.  464,  465. 

, fi-om  Indian  regiments,  ii.  578. 

Exchequer  of  Ireland,  iii.  33. 

Expeditions  intended  against  France,  iii. 
154,  158,  231,  236,  285,  294. 

Exmouth,  Viscount,  iii.  534,  539. 

Export  Indian  duties,  ii.  560. 

Exshaw,  John,  Mayor  of  Dublin,  iii.  295. 

Extortions  in  India,  i.  256,  318,  ii.  496  ; 
over  the  ryots,  549,  554. 

Eye,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  influence  in,  i.  181, 
469;  iii.  491;  election  of  Admiral  Corn- 
wallis, 492  ; election  in,  ii.  104,  165. 

Eyre,  Chief  Justice,  refuses  the  Rolls,  i.  271. 

F. 

Factories  in  India,  belonging  to  the  French, 
i.  352. 

Fagnani,  Mademoiselle  ]\Iaria,  becomes  Mar- 
chioness of  Hertford,  ii.  144. 

Fairford,  Lord;  see  Downshire,  Marquis  of. 

Falkland  Islands,  iii.  427,  430. 

Famine,  anticipated  in  England,  ii.  304. 
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FARMEllS. 

Farmers,  Indian,  severe  to  ryots,  ii.  548, 
554. 

Farming  in  India,  i.  549;  evils  of,  ii.  472. 

Farnborough,  Lord,  iii.  309. 

Farnham,  (1st)  Earl  of,  iii.  51 ; his  opinions 
of  Maynooth,  90,  372  ; opposes  the  Union, 
185,  200,  220,  222. 

, (2nd)  Earl  of,  iii.  50. 

Fawcett,  General  Sir  William,  Governor  of 
Chelsea  Hospital,  i.  151,  419. 

Fayette,  Marquis  de  la ; see  La  Fayette. 

Fellows  of  Trinity  College;  S(?e  Trinity  Col- 
lege. 

Fencibles  in  Ireland,  ii.  389 ; the  Suffolk, 
396;  Lord  Roden’s,  412;  disbanding  of  a 
regiment  of,  439  ; Scotch  and  English,  iii. 
19,  GO,  78,  79,  277,  332;  strange  address 
of  a colonel  to,  94. 

Ferdinand  IV.,  King  of  Naples,  iii.  392. 

Ferguson,  INIajor  Patrick,  i.  56,  59  ; sur- 
prised by  the  rebels,  59 ; cruel  treatment 
of  his  men,  67,  316;  orders  to,  500;  his 
death,  510,  511. 

Fermanagh,  hostile  to  the  Union,  iii.  140. 

Fermoy,  military  defences  at,  iii.  361. 

Ferrard,  Viscount,  iii.  45. 

Fetiiard,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Fetherstone,  SirT.,  iii.  176,  182  ; changes 
his  opinion  on  the  Union,  183. 

Fetherstonhaugii,  Sir  H.,  i.  172. 

Field-officers,  Indian,  ii.  572,  576;  al- 
lowances to,  580. 

Fife,  (2nd)  Earl  of,  ii.  44. 

Finances  of  England  and  France,  i.  210  ; of 
India,  239,  240  ; of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, ii.  493,  523. 

Financial  opinions  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  i. 
321  ; arrangements  consequent  on  the 
Irish  Union,  iii.  159. 

Finckenstein,  Comte  de,  i.  205. 

Fingall,  Earl,  supports  the  Union,  iii.  8 ; 
Roman  Catholic  meetings  at  his  house,  22, 
28,  40,  58,  127,  146 ; his  activity  re- 
specting Maynooth,  366,  369,  373;  Lord 
Cornwallis  communicates  with,  521. 

Finnerty,  Peter,  libel  by,  ii.  344. 

Fish-dam,  action  at,  i.  66. 

Fisheries,  rents  from  Indian,  ii.  496;  at 
Newfoundland,  iii.  399,  407, 419,  427,  454. 

Fitzgerald,  Lord  Edward,  rebellion  of,  ii. 
341,  346,  363,  367  ; attainder  and  flight 
of,  384,  385,  389. 

, Lady  Edward,  ii.  384,  389. 

, Right  Hon.  James,  ii.  372. 

, Right  Hon.  Maurice,  iii.  42,  45. 

, Edward,  self-banishment  of,  ii.  348, 

368. 

, R.  U.,  iii.  41. 

Fitzgibbon,  Lord  ; see  Clare. 

Fitzherbert,  Mrs.,  i.  301. 

Fitzpatrick,  Colonel,  i.  419. 

Fitzroy,  General  Lord  Charles,  ii.  424;  iii. 
513. 


FOX. 

Fitzwilliam,  Earl,  i.  419;  ii.  365;  iii.  9; 
his  speech  on  Irish  education,  iii.  371. 

Flanders,  disturbances  in,  ii.  31 ; campaign 
in,  230-235,  272;  Lord  Cornwallis 

ordered  to,  239  ; its  value  to  Austria,  246  ; 
its  government,  261. 

Fleming,  Dr.  J.,  iii.  526. 

Flesselles,  Jaques  de,  murdered,  ii.  G. 

Fleurus,  battle  of,  ii.  232. 

Flogging,  Lord  Cornwallis  suppresses  illegal, 
iii.  89. 

Flood,  Right  Hon.  Henry,  ii.  340. 

, Sir  Frederick,  anecdote  of,  iii.  26. 

Florida,  invaded  by  Spain,  i.  41  ; loyalists 
of,  272. 

Floyd,  General  Sir  John,  reduces  Sattimungul, 
i.  479,  480  ; his  gallantry,  ii.  48,  62 ; his 
conduct  at  Bangalore,  70,  163  ; joins  Aber- 
cromby,  138 ; his  corps  of  obseirvation, 
224;  pursues  Tippoo,  518,  528. 

— , Lady,  her  marriage,  ii.  80. 

, Colonel,  forms  a militia,  i.  53. 

Fombelle,  John,  Judge  of  the  Sudder 
Adawlut,  i.  371. 

Forage  for  Indian  cavalry,  ii.  507,  520; 
distressing  want  of,  508,  511  ; Tippoo’s 
orders  to  destroy,  514,  519. 

Forbes,  Major-General  John,  ii.  307. 

Forde,  Colonel,  his  two  mamages,  iii.  162. 

Fords  in  India,  ii.  515,  530. 

Fore,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Forest  lands  in  India,  ii.  559. 

Forster,  George,  i.  252. 

Fortescue,  W.  C.,  hi.  49. 

, Chichester,  iii.  183. 

Fortifications  of  Portsmouth  and  Ply- 
mouth, i.  195-198;  in  Ireland,  iii.  296- 
301,  515  ; of  captured  places  in  India,  417. 

Forward,  Right  Hon.  W.,  iii.  109. 

Foster,  Hon.  Colonel  T.  H.,  iii.  45. 

, Right  Hon.  John,  Speaker  of  the 

Irish  Commons,  ii.  362 ; anti-Unionists’ 
champion,  iii.  33,  34  ; hostility  to  the 
Government,  44, 46  ; proposed  subscription 
for,  60  ; attacks  Mr.  Pitt,  86,  87 ; violent 
opposition  of,  89,  183,  187,  195,  199, 
212;  questionable  law  of,  249  ; com- 
pensation to,  322. 

“ Foudroyant  ” captured  by  Admiral  Os- 
borne, i.  7. 

Foujdarry  Department,  maladministration 
of  justice  in,  i.  476;  ii.  504;  reforms  in, 
548;  ii.  201. 

Fox,  General,  the  Right  Hon.  Henry,  military 
talents  of,  i.  171  ; iii.  501 , 502  ; his  quali- 
fications for  Governor-General,  i.  389,  392, 
461  ; Mr.  Dundas’s  opinion  of,  559  ; hi. 
501,  502,  508. 

, Right  Hon.  Charles  James,  eulogizes 

Lord  Cornwallis,  i.  14  ; ii.  Ill ; his  notice 
respecting  India,  i.  156;  India  Bill  of,  157, 
220,  236 ; attempted  cualition  with  Mr. 
Pitt’s  friends,  164;  his  seat  for  West- 
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iiliuster  in  jeopardy,  172;  Duchess  of 
Devonshire  canvasses  for,  173;  Lord  J. 
Russell’s  memoirs  of,  199  ; his  despatch  to 
Berlin,  199  ; opposes  the  Declaratory  Bill, 
374 ; Secretary  of  State,  419 ; illness  of, 
420  ; his  views  of  a Regency,  445 ; his 
alleged  secret  mission  to  Russia,  ii.  110; 
disapproves  of  the  Indian  war,  112,  237  ; 
supports  Russia  against  Turkey,  176; 
renews  his  parliamentary  opposition,  330  ; 
a witness  at  O’Connor’s  trial,  381. 

Fox,  Luke,  Justice  of  the  Irish  Common 
Pleas,  hi.  164,  204. 

, Mrs.  C.  J.,  i.  420. 

, Hon.  Caroline,  ii.  7. 

France,  assists  America  against  England,  i. 
32,  127 ; Washington  seeks  the  aid  of, 
116  ; fleet  and  troops  of,  in  America,  118, 
130,  139;  Rodney’s  victory  over  the  fleet 
of,  139;  her  policy  towards  Russia  and 
Germany,  198;  alliance  of  Holland  with, 
199  ; her  influence  at  Berlin,  207  ; unites 
with  Austria,  208,  211,  275;  improves 
her  marine,  208 ; betrays  Bavana,  208, 
209 ; ^ her  policy  towards  Holland,  209, 
267,  *334,  335,  341  ; her  conduct  in 
India,  210,  462,  558;  ii.  484;  foments 
Irish  disturbances,  i.  210  ; ii.  389,  391 ; iii. 
130  ; comparative  finances  of  England  and, 

i.  210 ; her  real  policy  towards  Prussia,  213, 
327 ; commercial  treaty  with,  256,  268, 
271,  276;  combines  with  Russia,  275; 
negotiations  with,  as  to  right  of  search, 
283,  287 ; treaties  between  Tippoo  and, 
289 ; Mauritius  convention  with,  294, 
330,  338,  349;  intrigues  of  the  Nizam 
with,  312;  assists  Tippoo,  317  ; ii.  533; 
iii.  529 ; settlements  of,  in  India,  i.  317,  337, 
352,  478  ; ii.  54  ; iii.  417,  429  ; her  de- 
signs on  China,  i.  327  ; revenues  of,  328 ; 
Anglo-Indian  policy  towards,  331 ; dis- 
ordered finances  of,  334,  340,  349,  361 ; 
jealous  of  English  armament,  335 ; pro- 
spect of  war  with,  346  ; iii.  495,  503,  504, 
517  ; value  of  her  Turkish  commerce,  i. 
350  ; pacific  professions  of,  371,  372,  387  ; 
internal  dissensions  in,  403,  405,  450, 
483;  Tippoo’s  embassy  to,  403,  461  ; her 
restless  spirit,  406,  419;  refugees  from,  ii. 
7,  31  ; abstains  from  interference  in  India, 
24, 495  ; Revolution  in,  31, 186,  238,  266  ; 
iii.  148;  Lord  Lansdowne’s  views  respecting, 

ii.  39, 124, 164;  imprisonment  and  execution 
of  financiers  in,  110  ; confusion  of  affairs  in, 
144,  170,  176;  makes  war  with  Hungary, 
185 ; her  claims  at  Mahe,  209,  491 ; makes 
war  with  England  and  Holland,  225,  226; 
Pondicherry  taken  from,  226;  Austriaclaims 
indemnity  from,  333  ; decree  of  the  conven- 
tion of,  249 ; insubordination  of  the  army 
of,  258;  English  military  operations  in, 
261,  269,  276,  283;  refuses  llutch  terms 
of  c;ij)itulation,  283  ; expected  invasion  by, 


FREDERICK. 

285,  313,  332,  333,  335,  337;  iii.  287, 
381 ; comparative  resources  of  America  and- 

ii.  296  ; capture  of  English  vessels  by,  297  ; 
makes  peace  with  Naples,  312  ; the  con- 
tinental fear  of,  329 ; defence  of  Essex 
against,  334,  335;  Toulon  armament  from, 
337  ; landing  and  surrender  of  troops  and 
anns  from,  338,  403,404  ; information  by 
Irish  traitors  to,  341,  347,  366  ; vessels 
reach  Bantry  Bay  from,  342  ; dispersion 
of  fleet  of,  342 ; slaughter,  in  Ireland,  of 
troops  from,  390  ; another  armament  from, 
419 ; landing  in  Ireland  of  troops  from, 
396,  401  ; iii.  13,  21 ; invasion  by,  ii.  412  ; 

iii.  2,  67,  70  ; Sir  J.  B.  Warren’s  capture  of 
a squadron  from,  ii.  414;  her  power  of  in- 
vasion, 416,419;  armament  from,  inKillala 
Bay,  428;  frigates  of,  chased,  431 ; narrow 
escape  of  the  armies  of,  iii.  24 ; meditates 
attacking  Ireland,  56,  60,  73;  her  prepara- 
tions at  Brest,  77 ; army  of,  crosses  the 
Rhine,  77  ; her  naval  expedition  to  Cadiz, 
77  ; sailing  of  the  fleet  of,  93,  96,  100,  102, 
1 10  ; army  of,  under  Scherer,  defeated,  102  ; 
defeated  in  the  Grisons,  103  ; compelled  to 
quit  part  of  Italy,  1 14  ; joins  Spain  against 
England,  132;  remonstrates  with  Hamburgh, 
143 ; secret  English  expedition  against, 
152;  offers  negotiations  with  England, 
155;  Sir  C.  Grey’s  prejudices  against, 
157  ; Talleyrand  communicates  with  Lord 
Grenville  from,  158;  convention  with,  in 
Egypt,  225 ; conferences  and  treaty  at 
Amiens  between  England  and,  383-487  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  remarks  on  society  in, 
406,  410 ; undue  preponderance  of,  408 ; 
East  India  trade  of,  441. 

Francis,  Sir  Philip,  i.  409 ; his  resolutions 
on  India,  ii.  Ill  ; violent  speech  of,  186, 
187. 

Frankfort,  Viscount,  solicits  rank  and 
office,  ii.  364,  365  ; created  a peer,  iii.  318. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  his  conduct  respecting 
the  Stamp  Act,  i.  17 ; anecdote  of  his 
velvet  coat,  18;  obtains  Mr.  Whateley’s 
letters,  18;  attacked  by  Wedderburn,  18; 
his  conduct  as  to  Lord  Cornwallis’s  ex- 
change, 142 ; refuses  to  release  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s aides-de-camp,  142,  146  ; his  con- 
duct as  to  loyalists’  property,  193. 

, William,  Loyalist  Governor  of  New 

Jersey,  i.  144. 

Fraser’s  regiment,  gallantry  at  Castlebar, 
ii.  395,  396. 

Frederick  the  Great,  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
mission  to,  i.  199-202  ; his  real  policy  to- 
wards England,  203  ; his  experience  in  po- 
litical intrigue,  204;  declines  an  English 
alliance,  205  ; his  wishes  as  to  Russia, 
Austria,  and  Holland,  205,  206  ; his  anger 
with  his  minister  Lusi,  206 ; probable  French 
influence  with,  207  ; illness  of,  207 ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  interviews  with,  208-211  ; 
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his  opinions  of  France,  209 ; his  views  on 
European  affairs,  209 ; invites  Lord  Corn- 
wallis to  inspect  his  troops,  211  ; his  con- 
stitution, 212. 

Frederick,  Colonel  Charles,  ii.  76. 

French,  troops,  defeat  of,  i.  8 ; surprise  and 
retreat  of,  9 ; Freehold  Court  House, 
action  at,  34 ; fleet.  Lord  Howe’s  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  to  biing  it  to  action,  34 ; 
fleet,  after  twenty- four  hours’  flght,  decline 
renevving  tlie  battle,  50 ; squadron,  com- 
pelled to  return  to  port,  88 ; fleet,  joined 
by  their  Rhode  Island  squadron,  122  ; fleet, 
number  of,  near  Yorktown,  124 ; the 
English,  when  defeated,  treated  with  civility 
by  the,  126,  130;  fleet,  peril  of,  after 
Rodney’s  victory,  139;  intercession  with 
Tippoo,  in  favour  of  English  prisoners, 
459  ; prisoners,  ii.  408,  425. 

French,  Arthur,  refuses  an  Earldom,  iii.  50. 

Furloughs,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  views  as  to, 

i.  251  ; of  Indian  officers,  ii.  573  ; preven- 
tion of  the  abuse  of,  579. 

Furnavese,  Nana,  i.  553  ; ii.  553. 

Furruckabad,  Nabob  of,  i.  222;  airange- 
ment  with,  289,  313;  surrender  of,  ii.  62. 

Fussily  district,  revenue  of,  ii.  546,  547. 

Futteh  Sing,  i.  228. 

Futtyghur  detachments,  i.  256,  257 ; 
brigade,  recall  of,  288  ; ii.  294. 

Fynallet  Khan,  ii.  295. 

Fyzullah  Khan,  prudence  and  economy  of, 

ii.  295. 


G. 

Gaekwars,  family  of,  i.  228. 

Gage,  Hon.  General  T.,  dissolves  the  Massa- 
chusetts assembly,  i.  19. 

Galway,  Robert,  (4th)  Viscount,  Yorkshire 
estate  of,  i.  273. 

county,  disaffection  of,  iii.  61,  169; 

placed  under  martial  law,  66  ; friendly  to 
the  Union,  98,  129. 

, borough,  iii.  7 ; Duke  of  Wellington’s 

plan  of  fortifying,  297 ; independence  of, 
324. 

volunteers,  ii.  395. 

Gaming  in  the  army,  in  Philadelphia,  i.  31. 

Ganges,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  voyage  up  the, 
i.  276. 

Gantheaume, Admiral,  his  naval  operations, 

iii.  391,  516. 

Gardiner,  Lieut.-General  W.,  proposed  for 
command,  iii.  77,  81  ; Lord  Cornwallis 
eulogizes,  353,  356,  357,  359. 

Gardner,  Admiral,  Lord,  cruises  off  Brest, 
iii.  230  ; created  a peer,  318. 

Garter,  commoners  receiving  the  order  of 
the,  ii.  361. 

Gaspee  man-of-war,  burnt  by  the  Americans, 
i.  18. 


GISBORNE, 

Gates,  General,  advance  of,  i.  53 ; defeated 
by  Lord  Cornwallis,  55,  506. 

Gaurinath,  dethroned,  ii,  1 88 ; reinstated 
by  Lord  Cornwallis,  188. 

Genereux,  Lord  Nelson  captures  the,  iii. 
223. 

Genoa  in  the  power  of  Fi-ance,  iii.  114;  Aus- 
trians advance  to,  223  ; surrenders,  238. 

Gent,  General,  his  character,  iii.  275,  276. 

George  HI.,  his  conversation  with  Lord 
North,  i.  1 55  ; his  message  to  Lord  Temple, 
159  ; his  conversation  with  Lord  Cornwallis, 
187  ; his  illness  in  1788,  416-425,  444, 
450,  470-474  ; his  recovery,  425,  441, 
445-448,  482,  557  ; ii.  4u,  46  ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  remarks  on,  i.  427  ; ii.  9 ; 
congratulations  to,  i.  430  ; ii.  30  ; celebra- 
tions at  Calcutta  on  recovery  of,  i.  435  ; 
returns  thanks  at  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral, 
442  ; his  approbation  of  Lord  Cornwallis, 
ii.  30,  111  ; Mr.  Dundas’s  account  of,  216  ; 
promises  to  confer  rank  on  Lieut.-Colonel 
Ross,  235 ; presents  from  the  Nabob  to, 
557  ; his  views  as  to  the  Duke  of  York’s 
command  in  Flanders,  263;  his  illness  in 
1801,  iii.  341,  349. 

Georgetown  taken  by  the  Americans,  i.  63. 

Georgia  subdued,  i.  41  ; tranquillized,  78, 
116  ; accounts  and  payments  for,  502. 

Germain,  Lord  George,  i.  21,  28  ; sends  a 
dormant  commission  to  Lord  Cornwallis, 
33,  38  ; his  approbation  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s conduct,  80,  100,  110,  112;  re- 
ceives news  of  the  fall  of  Yorktown,  135. 

Germanic  association,  i.  204. 

German  troops,  expense  of,  i.  244,  332  ; 
English  employment  of,  iii.  138. 

Germany,  Emperor  of,  i.  198. 

, state  of,  i.  198 ; alliances  with, 

ii.  125;  allied  army,  commanded  by  the 
Emperor  of,  230  ; Irish  rebels’  desire  to  be 
sent  to,  428  ; conduct  of  courts  of,  iii.  24  ; 
Moreau’s  success  in,  238  ; submits  to  Napo- 
leon, 408  ; enlistment  in,  451 . 

Ghauts,  passage  of  the,  ii.  8,  539  ; state  of 
roads  near,  502. 

Ghazepore,  death  of  Lord  Cornwallis  at,  i. 
16;  iii.  531,  559;  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
tomb  at,  iii.  561. 

Ghee,  supply  of,  from  waste  lands,  ii.  558. 

Gholam  Ali  Khan,  Tippoo’s  vakeel,  ii. 
139,  534;  disgraced,  211. 

Gholam  Kadir  Khan,  cruelties  of,  i.  243, 
364,  543,  547. 

Gholam  Mahommed,  kills  his  brother,  ii. 
293-295. 

Gibraltar,  British  force  at,  iii.  294. 

Gilbertstown,  cruelties  to  the  British  at, 
i.  71. 

Ginjera,  Maratha  claims  upon,  i.  386,  547, 
565. 

Gisborne,  Thomas,  M.D,,  attends  George 
III.,  iii.  341. 
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GLANDORE. 

Glandore,  Earl  of,  supports  the  Union,  iii. 
40,  184,  220  ; Master  of  the  Rolls,  302. 

Glastonbury,  Lord,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  re- 
marks on,  iii.  513. 

Glentworth,  Lord,  supports  the  Union,  iii. 
125,  184  ; elected  Irish  representative 
peer,  286  ; promoted  in  peerage,  319. 

Gloucester  (America),  military  defensive 
post  at,  i.  104,  109,  1 10. 

Gloucester,  Duke  of  (George  lll.’s  brother), 
marriage  of,  i.  214;  Chancellor  of  Dublin 
University,  iii.  68. 

Goa,  government  of,  ii.  210. 

Godolphin,  Francis,  Earl,  death  of,  i.  274. 

Godoy,  Prince  of  Peace,  iii.  403. 

Gohud,  conquered  by  Sindia,  iii.  533  ; the 
Rana  of,  535,  548,  553-555  ; cession  of, 
549-554. 

Golding,  George,  ii.  305. 

Goldsworthy,  Lieut.-General,  in  household 
of  George  III.,  i.  375,  472. 

Goold,  T.,  Irish  master  in  Chancery,  iii.  174. 

Goorkha,  Nepaulese  dynasty  of,  ii.  191. 

Gooty,  Fort,  Tippoo’s  cession  of,  ii.  158. 

Gopaul,  Fortress,  besieged,  ii.  513. 

Gordon,  5th  Duke  of ; see  Huntley. 

, Lord  George,  enlisting  men  for  the 

Dutch  service,  i,  189. 

, Duchess  of,  fashionable  influence  of,  i. 

268,  305  ; extraordinary  ball  of,  iii.  377. 

, Lady  Louisa,  marries  Lord  Brome, 

i.  15. 

■ , Hon.  Lockhart,  Judge-Advocate  Ge- 

neral, i.  306. 

Gore,  Colonel  J.,  i.  184. 

, Colonel  W.,  appointed  to  the  Barrack 

Board,  iii.  108,  109. 

, Admiral  Sir  John,  his  kindness,  iii. 

526,  535. 

Gort,  Viscount,  his  gallantry  at  Coloony,  ii, 
401. 

Goseord,  Earl  of,  supports  the  Union,  iii. 
50,  319. 

Gould,  Colonel  Paston,  i.  105. 

Gouran,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Government  of  India,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  re- 
marks on,  i.  238,  282  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s 
principles  of,  276  ; weakness  of,  ii.  312  ; 
impolicy  of  a mixed,  496. 

Governor-Generalship  of  India,  offered 
by  Lord  Shelbui-ne  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  i. 
14;  by  Mr.  Pitt,  191  ; accepted  by  Lord 
Cornwallis,  215,  216;  salary  of,  216; 
powers  of,  218  ; qualifications  for,  ii.  165  ; 
expenses  of,  181 ; appointed  a second  time, 
321  ; a third  time,  iii.  524. 

Governors,  Mogul,  character  of,  i.  564. 

Governors  of  Presidencies,  i.  391. 

Govind  Rao,  i.  228. 

Gowdie,  Major,  Ryacotta  garrison  surrenders 
to,  ii.  100. 

Gozo,  island  of,  iii.  424-426. 

Grace,  act  of,  ii.  361. 


GRENVILLE. 

Grady,  H.  D.,  ii.  459. 

Grafton,  Duke  of,  i.  10 ; his  scheme  of 
taxation,  17  ; opinion  of,  on  political  affairs, 

ii.  275. 

Grain,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  inquiries  as  to 
supplies  of,  ii.  501,  502  ; mode  of  pro- 
curing, 511 ; scarcity  of,  520. 

Granard,  Earl  of,  his  gallantry,  ii.  395, 
396,  399 ; his  boroughs  disfranchised,  iii. 
323,  324. 

, borough  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Granby,  Marquis  of,  i.  6. 

Grand-Master  of  the  Order  of  St.  John,^at 
]\Ialta,  iii.  424,  425  ; Napoleon’s  proposed 
powers  to,  451, 478 ; sells  Malta  to  France, 
451  ; Emjieror  of  Russia’s  proposal  as  to, 

• 464,  469,  474. 

Grand,  G.  F.,  judge  of  Adawlet,  ii.  182. 

, Madame,  marries  Talleyrand,  iii.  387. 

Grandison,  Earl  of,  iii.  261  ; not  nominated 
as  representative  peer,  265,  268. 

Grant,  General  James,  i.  24,  25,42 ; letters 
to  Lord  Cornwallis,  257,  286,  360,  431  ; 

iii.  41,  110  ; claims  compensation,  272. 

, Lieut. -Colonel  Ludowick,  popularity 

of,  ii.  302,  303. 

, Charles,  purity  of  his  character,  i. 

318;  quits  India,  430;  unappreciated  by 
the  Court  of  Directors,  476;  Lord  Coi’ii- 
wallis’s  admiration  of,  389,  488 ; iii. 
378  ; his  knowledge  of  India,  i.  493,  559  ; 
consulted  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Dundas, 
ii.  184,  215. 

, James,  his  talent  and  experience,  ii.  197. 

Grantley,  Lord,  ii.  5. 

Grasse,  Comte  de,  his  action  with  Admiral 
Graves,  i.  116;  captured,  with  his  ship, 
119  ; article  of  capitulation,  as  to,  527. 

Grattan,  Right  Hon.  Henry,  witness  for 
O’Connor*,  ii.  381  ; character  of,  397,  398  ; 
removed  from  the  Privy  Council,  417  ; takes 
his  seat,  iii.  161 ; inflammatory  speech  of, 
163;  his  influence,  167  ; opinion  of,  enter- 
tained by  Lor-d  Coi*nwallis,  his  duel  with 
Mr.  Corry,  196 ; violent  speech  on  the 
Union,  and  attack  on  Lord  Castlereagh, 
239-243;  supposed  author  of  an  address, 
247. 

Graves,  Admiral  Lord,  replaces  Admiral 
Ai’buthnot,  i.  78;  reluctant  to  sail  for  the 
Chesapeak,  122. 

Greene,  Major-General,  character  of,  i.  75; 
defeated  by  Lord  Rawdon,  98 ; succeeds  in 
the  south,  116. 

Gregory,  Right  Hon  W.,  iii.  278. 

Grenville,  Lord,  quits  the  India  Board, 
i.  255;  Lord  Cornwallis’s  remarks  on,  ii. 
329 ; iii.  359 ; replies  to  Buonaparte’s 
overtures,  158,  175  ; his  character  as 
minister,  270,  277  ; desires  to  resign,  343  ; 
disapproves  of  peace,  383,  393  ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s opinion  of  a Grenville  pai'ty,  512, 
513. 
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Grenville,  Lord  George,  iii.  314. 

, General  Richard,  his  friendship  for 

Lord  Cornwallis,  i.  152 ; intimate  with 
George  III.  iii.  330. 

, Right  Hon.  George,  i.  11. 

, Right  Hon.  Thomas,  his  mission  to 

Vienna,  ii.  232,  256,  273;  recalled,  235  ; 
offered  the  Irish  Secretaryship,  iii.  8,  9 ; 
electioneering  movements  of,  513. 

Grey  (1st),  Earl,  action  at  Taapan,  i.  35 ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  old  acquaintance  with, 
ii.  286;  iii.  154,  157,  284. 

— — , Charles  (2nd),  Earl,  his  attack  on  Mr. 
Pitt,  i.  303  ; his  motion  respecting  the 
Post-office,  303. 

Grisdale,  Rev.  B.,  i.  154 ; presented  by  Mrs. 
Cornwallis  to  Withington,  405  ; ii.  121  ; 
Lord  CoiTiwallis’s  esteem  for,  iii.  25,  228. 

Grogan,  Cornelius,  executed,  ii.  347 ; at- 
tainted, 381  ; attainder  reversed,  382. 

Grodciiy,  Comte  de,  attempted  invasion  of 
Ireland,  ii.  342. 

Guards,  the,  gallantry  of,  in  America,  i. 
84,  522. 

Guernsey,  sendee  of  Irish  militia  in,  iii. 
76,  78,  86,  88  ; opinion  of  George  III.  as 
to,  80;  King’s  County  Militia  in,  110; 
proposed  quarters  for  Russians  at,  137. 

Guiana  (Portuguese),  part  of,  ceded  to 
France,  iii.  398;  Amiens  treaty  respecting, 
466,  474. 

Guibert,  Comte  de,  his  work  on  ‘ War,’ 
i.  132. 

Guicowar  family,  British  interference  sought 
for  the,  ii.  228. 

Guilford,  battle  of,  i.  86,  110,  520-523. 

Guilds  of  Dublin,  described,  iii.  168. 

Gujelhutty,  pass  of,  i.  480. 

Gujraj  Misser,  pension  to,  ii.  551. 

Gunges,  management  of,  i.  460,  564,  565 ; 
separation  of  land-revenue  from,  466 ; their 
withdrawal  fi'om  the  Zemindars,  553 ; 
duties  payable  in,  ii.  475,  478  ; collections 
in,  497. 

Gunning,  Sir  Robert,  ii.  291. 

, Miss  Isabella,  i.  470. 

Guntoor  Circar,  demand  of  the  cession  of, 
i.  251,  281,  320;  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
opinions  respecting,  263,  355,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s instructions  as  to,  537-539  ; sur- 
render of,  542-545,  557  ; inquiry  as  to 
carriage  cattle  at,  ii.  501. 

Gustavus  III.  makes  war  with  Russia,  i.  450. 

Guzerat,  importance  of,  i.  459  ; ii.  113 ; 
Lord  Wellesley  acquires  parts  of,  iii.  530. 

Guzzlehutty  pass,  difficulty  of,  ii.  539. 

Gwalior,  fortress  of,  iii.  534 ; ceded  to 
Sindia,  548-552,  549. 

Gya,  pilgrimages  to,  i.  411 ; duties  payable 
at,  ii.  497. 


HASTINGS. 

H. 

Habeas  Corpus  Act  suspended,  ii.  342 ; iii. 
345 ; its  conflict  with  martial  law,  iii. 
11,  14. 

Hackett,  the  Irish  rebel,  ii.  369. 

Hafiz  Jee,  capture  and  death  of,  ii.  133. 

Haldane,  Lieut.-Colonel  H.,  i.  92,  146; 
his  map  of  the  march,  175;  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s esteem  for,  197  ; distinguished  at 
Camden,  508. 

Haldimand,  General  Sir  F.,  i.  271. 

Halhed,  Nathaniel  B.,  Agent  for  Oude,  i. 
254. 

Halifax,  i.  108. 

Hall,  Lieut.-Colonel,  killed,  i.  518. 

Halliday,  Alexander  H.,  M.D.,  iii.  139. 

Hamburgh,  Napper  Tandy  arrested  in,  iii. 
143,  189. 

Hamilton,  Lord  George,  the  earldom  of 
Orkney  conferred  on,  iii.  245. 

, Right  Hon.  Sackville,  iii.  278;  com- 
missioner of  compensation,  321. 

, Lieut.-Colonel  John,  character  of,  i. 

49,  192  ; his  operations  in  Carolina,  501. 

, Hon.  Arthur  C.,  opposes  the  Union, 

iii.  45. 

, Alexander,  opposes  the  Union,  iii.  46. 

Hanger,  Hon.  George,  i.  173. 

Hannay,  Sir  Samuel,  Bai-t.,  i.  394,  448. 

Hanover,  troops  in  India,  ii.  64 ; neutrality 
of  the  Elector  of,  289  ; Prussian  evacuation 
of,  iii.  389,  391,  395. 

Harcourt,  Eai’l,  captures  General  Lee,  i. 
26  ; accompanies  George  III.  to  Kew,  472  ; 
repulses  the  Fi’ench,  ii.  283. 

, Countess,  her  advice  in  George  III.’s 

illness,  i.  446. 

Harding,  Thomas,  official  appointment  of, 
iii.  17. 

Hardwicke,  Earl  of,  Irish  policy  of,  iii. 
340,  349,  378 ; Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, 351-364 ; supported  by  Mr.  Ad- 
dington, 418. 

Harpur,  Colonel  Gabriel,  i.  252,  443. 

, Richard,  pensioned,  iii.  321. 

Harris,  Sir  James  ; see  Malmesbury. 

, Lord,  his  views  on  the  Indian  army, 

ii.  300  ; attacks  Tippoo,  517. 

Harrison,  James,  iii.  17. 

, Rev.  Mr.,  joins  the  British,  i.  131. 

Harristown,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Harrowby,  Lord,  second  in  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Tierney’s  duel,  ii.  338. 

Hartl.and,  Lord,  iii.  182  ; family  of,  256  ; 
peerage  conferred,  318. 

Hartley,  Major-General  James,  ii.  61; 
brilliant  action  of,  62  ; consulted  by  Lord 
Cornwallis,  311. 

Harvey,  B.  Beauchamp,  execution  of,  ii. 
347  ; bill  of  attainder  against,  381,  382. 

Hastings,  Right  Hon.  Warren,  talents  of, 
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i.  218,  219  ; impeachment  of,  293,  299, 
302  ; conduct  of  Directors  to,  318  ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  esteem  for,  322  ; Lord  Lans- 
downe’s  opinion  of,  328 ; Mr.  Dundas  on 
the  arrangements  of,  333  ; his  praise 
of  Lord  Cornwallis’s  administration,  363  ; 
trial  of,  371,  376,  380;  Mr.  Sheridan’s 
speech  against,  404 ; his  trial  resumed, 
442  ; his  judgment  of  chai  acter,  448  ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  kindness  to,  ii.  42  ; tediousness 
of  his  trial,  44  ; Lord  Lansdowne’s  remarks 
on  the  trial  of,  122,  123  ; his  administra- 
tion considered,  193,  194,  201  ; reinforces 
Suja-ul-Dowla,  293. 

Haucvwitz,  Comte  de,  character  of,  ii.  240  ; 
communicates  with  Lord  Cornwallis,  241, 
243. 

Haw  river,  i.  85. 

Hawke,  Lord,  joins  the  opposition,  i.  300. 

Hawkesbury,  Lord,  presides  at  the  Board  of 
Tiade,  i.  255  ; rumoured  official  promotion 
of,  274;  preliminary  treaty  with  France, 
iii.  386,  398,  409  ; his  instructions  as  to 
the  Amiens  treaty,  388-482. 

Hay,  Lieut. -Colonel,  brevet  rank  of,  iii.  126  ; 
widow  and  family  of,  128,  130. 

, Edward,  E^q.,  President  of  the  Board 

of  Trade,  i.  295. 

Hayes,  Charles,  i.  225. 

Headfort,  Marquis  of,  his  political  in- 
fluence, iii.  31,  32;  promotion  of,  264, 
286,  319. 

Hearth-Money,  in  Ireland,  iii.  233. 

Heathfield,  Lord,  returns  to  England,  i. 
299,  300  ; his  marriage,  ii.  44,  45. 

Heatly,  Mr.,  opium  contractor,  i.  554. 

Hebert,  Jacques  Kene,  character  of,  ii.  238. 

Heirs  of  murderers,  Indian  law  respecting, 

ii.  549,  550. 

Helder,  the  British  land  at  the,  iii.  128. 

Helvetic  Republic,  recognition  of,  iii.  396. 

Henley,  Lord,  diplomatic  services  of,  iii. 
109  ; peerage  conferred,  318. 

, Lady  Bridget,  fortune  of,  i.  300. 

Henniker,  Lord,  M.P.  for  Eye,  ii.  129; 
his  family,  and  influence,  iii.  246,  254; 
peerage  of,  318. 

, General  B.  T.,  supports  the  Union,  iii. 

246. 

Hertford,  Marquis  of,  ii.  244  ; his  influence 
with  the  militia,  451. 

Hertzberg,  Comte  de,  Prussian  minister,  i. 
204. 

Hesse,  Landgrave  of,  his  treatment  of  Ge- 
neral Schleiffen,  ii.  7. 

Hessian  regiment.  Lord  Cornwallis’s  praise 
of,  i.  523. 

Hewitt,  Right  Hon.  Sir  George,  Bart.,  com- 
mands in  India,  ii.  431  ; serves  in  Ireland, 

iii.  119  123. 

Higgins,  Francis,  Irish  services  of,  iii.  320. 

Highlanders,  form  a corps  in  America,  i. 
54 ; settlement  of,  64. 


HOLLAND. 

Hildesheim,  bishopric  of,  iii.  384,  385. 

Hill,  Right  Hon.  Sir  G.  F.,  compensated,  iii. 
279. 

, Sir  Richard,  Bart,  votes  for  peace,  ii. 

282. 

Hillsborough,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

, in  America,  i.  57,  85. 

Hinchinbrook  ; see  Sandwich. 

Hindoos,  pilgrimages  of,  i.  411 ; dislike  sea- 
voyages,  551  ; laws  of,  ii.  192,  566,  568  ; 
character  of,  204  ; high  caste  in  the  army, 
302  ; evidence  of,  549  ; Indian  infantry 
generally,  573. 

Hindostan,  European  ignorance  of,  i.  252  ; 
corruption  of  the  natives,  282 ; British 
policy  in,  313  ; weakness  of,  316;  Sindia’s 
aim  respecting,  323 ; submissiveness  of, 
341  ; tranquillity  of,  399  ; iii.  529  ; 
Hindoo  pilgrims  of,  i.  411  ; difficulties  of  a 
campaign  in,  479;  military  establishment 
in,  557  ; uncultivated  lands  in,  562  ; land- 
tenure  in,  ii.  181  ; duties  levied  in,  497  ; 
Sindia’s  possessions  in,  iii.  554 ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  policy  towards,  554. 

Hippesley,  Sir  John,  Bart.,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s opinion  of,  ii.  98,  106  ; debate  on 
the  motion  of,  112. 

Hoare,  Sir  J.,  compensated,  iii.  321. 

Hobart,  Lord,  his  appointment  at  Madras, 
ii.  229,  237 ; Lord  Cornwallis  praises, 
236  ; his  expedition  to  Malacca,  302 , his 
conduct  to  the  Nabob,  304 ; his  dissatisfac- 
tion, 309  ; countermands  the  JManilla  ex- 
pedition, 333  ; alleged  promise  of,  iii.  17  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  political  apprehensions 
of,  313;  rumoured  Lord-Lieutenancy  of, 
334,  337  ; Home  Secretary,  360. 

Hobkirk’s  Hill,  i.  98. 

Hoche,  General,  sails  from  Brest,  ii.  342. 

Hohenlinden,  battle  of,  iii.  317. 

Holkar,  Tookajee,  account  of,  i.  222  ; 
Sindia’s  success  against,  ii.  187. 

Holkar,  Jeswqnt  Rao,  Lord  Wellesley’s 
attack  of,  iii.  523,  533;  policy  of  war 
with,  536,  541,  545;  Sindia’s  separation 
from,  549,  552  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  policy 
towards,  551. 

Holland,  Lord,  maiden  speech  of,  ii.  330. 

Holland,  French  alliance  with,  i.  199 ; 
tendency  of  its  government,  206  ; Frede- 
rick the  Great’s  anxiety  for,  209 ; its 
affairs  in  1786,  267  ; critical  state  of, 
275 ; democratic  discomfiture  in,  320  ; 
political  struggle  in,  328;  French  influence 
against,  333,  336,  341  ; English  support 
of,  334  ; refuses  reparation,  339  ; internal 
affairs  of,  348  ; rescued  from  France,  361  ; 
alliance  with  England,  369,  371,  388; 
English  and  Prussian  defensive  treaty 
with,  402  ; sale  of  Craiganore  and  Ja- 
cottah  by,  467,  491;  dissensions  in,  545; 
tenure  of  Craiganore  and  Jacottah  by,  ii. 
10,  11,  115  ; transfer  of  the  forts  of,  126  ; 
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English  and  German  protection  of,  279, 
281 ; capitulates  to  France,  283;  negotiations 
with,  479,  480,  483,  488  ; Cochin  settle- 
ment of,  489 ; surrenders  her  fleet  to 
England,  hi.  28;  treaty  with,  141;  eva- 
cuation of,  by  English,  136  ; English  with- 
draw from,  136,  145;  conduct  of  English 
troops  in,  141;  armistice  in,  141,  142; 
pioposed  reinforcements  from,  298,  305, 
311  ; cession  of  Ceylon  by,  395,  404,  422, 
454,  471  ; ambassador  fiom,  at  Amiens, 
436,443;  restitution  of  sequestered  pro- 
perty to,  435,  445,  449,  479,  481  ; con- 
ciliatory disposition  of,  460;  port  charges 
to,  471  ; Prince  of  Orange’s  losses  in,  479. 

Hollond,  E.  J.,  his  misgovernment,  ii.  10, 
11;  suspended  from  ofiice,  12,  482;  or- 
dered into  custody,  65 ; evidence  against, 
66,  112,  493-495,  499  ; sent  to  England, 
80. 

, John,  conduct  of,  i.  416,  429, 

475  ; peculations  by,  476  ; corrupt  govern- 
ment of,  480  ; disobedience  and  neglect  of 
orders,  ii  9-13,  20  ; proceedings  against 
him  in  England,  65,  66,  82,  112  ; quits 
India,  481,  485,  486;  evidence  against, 
493-495,  499. 

Holmes,  Peter,  supports  the  Union,  iii.  239. 

Holt,  Joseph,  the  rebel,  transported,  ii.  369  ; 
iii.  283. 

Holyhead  Harbour,  state  of,  iii.  24. 

Homan,  Sir  W.,  ii.  456. 

Hompesch,  Baron,  sells  Malta  to  France,  iii. 
451  ; England  distrusts,  478. 

Honduras,  British  privileges  in,  iii.  459. 

Honingham,  Lord  Bayning’s  seat,  i.  153. 

Hood,  Admii-al,  Lord,  anxious  to  relieve 
Lord  Cornwallis,  i.  123  ; elected  for  West- 
minster, 173,  465. 

Hope,  General  Sir  Alexander,  his  plans  for 
the  defence  of  Ireland,  iii.  297,  488,  490  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  of,  378,  500, 
508. 

Hoppner,  John,  R.A.,  iii.  499. 

Horne,  Brigadier  - General,  promoted,  i. 
412;  Lord  Cornwallis’s  remarks  upon, 
415,  416. 

Horse  Artillery,  iii.  382. 

Hospitals,  inquiry  as  to  regulations  of 
coast,  ii.  501. 

Hossein  Keza  Khan,  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
opinion  of,  ii.  179,  555,  556. 

Hotham,  Geneial  George,  leaves  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  i.  273. 

Hotze,  General,  killed,  hi.  142. 

Howard  de  Walden,  Lord,  presides  at 
a court-martial,  i.  183. 

Hovvden,  Lord  ; see  Cradoclr. 

Howe,  Earl,  joins  Sir  W.  Howe,  i.  23 ; at- 
tempts to  bring  the  French  fleet  to  action, 
34  ; obtiiins  a committee  on  the  American 
War,  39  ; quits  the  Admiralty,  406  ; stops 
the  Portsmouth  mutiny,  ii.  326. 


INDIA. 

Howe,  Viscount,  his  operations  in  America,  i. 
20,  23,  29  ; his  want  of  energy,  28 ; re- 
signs and  returns  to  England,  31  ; Lord 
Cornwallis  a witness  for,  39,  177  ; ru- 
moured reappointment  of,  ii.  Ill;  Lieut. - 
General  of  the  Ordnance,  284. 

Huddy,  the  American  rebel,  i.  144. 

Hughes,  John,  the  Irish  spy,  ii.  397,  398. 

, James,  the  Wicklow  bandit,  iii.  85, 

86. 

Hulse,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Samuel,  services  and 
appointments  of,  i.  273. 

Humrert,  General,  lands  in  Ireland,  ii.  390, 
391  ; captured,  397. 

Hungary,  French  war  with,  its  eflect  on 
England,  ii.  185. 

Hunt,  Sir  Vere,  compensated,  iii.  321. 

Huntley,  George,  Marquis  of,  military  ser- 
vices of,  i.  269  ; his  regiment  of  F’encibles, 
ii.  455  ; iii.  78. 

Hurry  Punt,  the  Maratha  commander,  ii. 
71,  76;  takes  the  field,  82;  tardiness  of, 
92;  negotiates,  99,  100,  103;  his  argu- 
ments with  Lord  Cornwallis,  107  ; art- 
fulness and  ability  of,  119;  marches 
against  Tippoo,  135,  520,  521  ; his  exor- 
bitant demand,  138  ; takes  leave  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  161,  540,  542,  544;  advances 
against  Sindia,  187  ; supports  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s views,  524,  534,  535  ; joins  in  the 
treaty  with  Tippoo,  537. 

Huskisson,  Right  Hon.  William,  iii.  234. 

Hutchinson,  Lord,  commands  at  Castlebar, 
ii.  394;  offers  to  resign,  410,411;  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  criticism  and  praise  of,  414  ; 
supports  the  Union,  iii.  43;  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s opinion  of,  360  ; Alexandria  sur- 
renders to,  386. 

• , Hon.  Francis  H.,  official  appointment 

of,  iii.  108. 

, T.,  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  i.  18. 

Hyderabad,  Tippoo’s  embassy  at,  ii.  488, 
513  ; British  influence  at,  iii.  544. 

Hyder  Beg  Khan,  ministerial  abilities  of, 
i.  240,  248,  313,  552;  ii.  565;  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  interviews  with,  i.  256,  258, 
287;  dies,  ii.  178. 


I. 

Impey,  Sir  Elijah,  Lord  Coniwallis’s  remarks 
on,  i.  249,  322  ; ]\lr.  J.  Grant’s  remarks 
on,  i.  377,  ii.  43  ; judge  of  the  Sudder  De- 
wanny,  ii.  201  ; frames  judicial  and  police 
regulations,  204. 

Inchiquin,  Earl  of,  solicits  a Marquisate,  iii. 
245 ; obtains  it,  253,  319  ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s remarks  on,  264. 

Income  Tax,  Mr.  Pitt’s  plan  of  an,  ii.  457  ; 
iii.  122. 

Indemnity  Bill,  Ireland,  iii.  12. 

India,  Mr.  Fox’s  bill,  i.  156,  190,  191, 
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220  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  remarks  on  the  go- 
V'ernment  of,  157,  178  ; ii.  172  ; official 
life  in,  i.  174,  175  ; French  influence  and 
possessions  in,  210,  287,336  ; iii.  417,  427, 
429,441 ; Mr.  Dundas’s  bill  for,  i.  215;  first 
Supreme  Council  of,  219;  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill, 
220  ; former  statutes  relating  to,  220  ; na- 
tive princes  of,  222,  346,  347  ; intestine 
quarrels  in,  223  ; climate  of,  235  ; ii.  86, 
573  ; former  misgovernment  of,  i.  222,  238 ; 
finances  of,  239,  409,  410  ; iii.  545  ; Euro- 
pean forces  essential  for,  i,  242  ; corruption 
in,  250  ; pacific  system  of  government  re- 
commended, 252,  257 ; iii.  542,  546  ; weak 
measure  of  the  Government,  i.  263  ; its 
improvement  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  276, 
292,  461  ; ii.  207  ; remuneration  to  public 
servants  in,  i.  286  ; its  state  in  1788,  321  ; 
European  jealousy  of  English  power  in, 
330  ; Police  Bill  for,  340  ; Mr.  Dundas’s 
views  of  English  policy  in,  342-344,  369, 
557  ; influence  of  European  politics  upon, 
369  ; nominations  to  the  Supreme  Council 
of,  389  ; necessity  of  private  frugality  in, 
372  ; missionary  obstacles  in,  398  ; abuses 
dangerous  to,  458  ; its  coinage,  456,  554  ; 
its  alfairs  in  1789,  462  ; conduct  of  the 
Madras  Gov'ermneut,  486  ; ii.  10-13,  228  ; 
military  governors  best  for,  i.  536  ; the  farm- 
ing system  of,  549  ; mildness  and  regu- 
larity of  the  British  government  in,  553  ; 
China  trade  with,  558  ; iii.  530  ; question 
of  a permanent  settlement  in,  i.  560-565  ; 
ii.  195-200,  463-475;  maladministration 
by  Mogul  governors  in,  i.  564  ; adminis- 
tration of  the  Carnatic,  ii.  2-4  ; difficulties 
of  a campaign  in,  8,  9,  98  ; discussions  on 
renewal  of  Company’s  Charter  in,  14-20, 
229  ; partition  of  conquests  in,  21  ; admi- 
nistration of  justice  in,  35,  183  ; powers 
of  a Governor-General  of,  50  ; necessity  for 
the  Mysore  war,  113-115  ; political  situa- 
tion of,  118-121  ; Lord  Lansdowne’s 
opinion  of,  122-124  ; results  of  the  war 
with  Tippoo,  155,  166  ; territorial  ac- 
quisitions in,  160 ; ministerial  responsibi- 
lities for,  164;  Supreme  Government  of, 
173  ; low  price  of  Indian  Stock,  184  ; Mr. 
Francis’s  violent  speech  on,  186  ; land  te- 
nure in,  191  ; judicial  regulations  in,  201- 
203,  314,  315  ; police  regulations  in,  204, 
205  ; military  establishment  in,  221,  237, 
265  ; character  of  contests  in,  222,  294  ; 
employment  of  militia  and  sepoys  in,  302  ; 
!Mr.  Dundas  proposes  reforms  in  the  army  of, 
304  ; inconsistencies  in  the  government  of, 
312  ; military  regulations  for,  323  ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  character  of  the  peoj)le  of,  332  ; 
free  commerce  in,  474  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s 
political  estimation  of,  477  ; European  ig- 
norance of,  514  ; colonization  by  Europeans 
not  to  be  encouraged  in,  574  ; military  ex- 
penses of,  578  ; destruction  of  fortifications 
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in,  iii.  417  ; importance  of  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  to,  443;  Spanish  trade  with,  449; 
military  arrangements  for,  493  ; Loi'd 
Wellesley’s  administration  in,  529  ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  administration  in,  531,  563  ; 
its  state,  on  Lord  Cornwallis’s  third 
appointment,  533,  534  ; increased  exports 
from,  539. 

Inistiogue,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Infantry,  for  national  defences,  ii.  333, 
336  ; oflicers  in  India,  578  ; the  “ Lawyers’ 
Corps  of,”  iii.  5. 

InkeRxMan,  two  great-grandsons  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  killed  at,  i.  16. 

Inland  rahdairy  duties,  ii.  475. 

Innes,  Lieut.-Colonel  Alexander,  i.  47,  500. 

Insurrection  Act,  ii.  341. 

Intemperance  in  India,  ii.  573. 

Intestacy  of  Zemindars,  ii.  558. 

Intoxicating  drugs,  duties  leviable  on,  ii. 
580. 

Inundations,  Indian  revenue  how  affected 
by,  ii.  465,  546. 

Invasion  by  France,  expected,  ii.  285,  313  ; 
iii.  517  ; defence  of  England  against,  ii.  333, 
335,  337  ; iii.  379-382,  503,  5u9,  510  ; of 
Wales,  ii.  338  ; by  whom  encouraged,  340  ; 
of  Ireland,  iii.  73,  117  ; defences  of  Ireland 
against,  297-302,  305,  364. 

Ireland,  office  of  Vice-Treasurer  of,  i.  10, 
184;  state  of,  15,  182,  190;  Mr.  Pitt’s 
commercial  plan  for,  192  ; French  inter- 
ference with,  210  ; Parliamentary  abuses 
in,  ii.  40  ; expected  invasion  of,  327  ; Lord 
Cornwallis  Lord-Lieutenant  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief  of,  327,  329  ; imminent 
danger  of,  336,  338-419  ; causes  of  dis- 
aflection  in,  339;  “ United  Irishmen”  of, 
340;  disloyal  volunteers  in,  340;  aimed 
rebels  in,  342  ; rebel  press  of,  343  ; vigorous 
measures  of  Government,  346,  347,  357  ; 
extent  of  the  insurrection,  349  ; consequent 
desolation  in,  349,  350  ; Parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings in,  355  ; character  of  the  militia  of, 
359  ; pardon  proclaimed  in,  359,  361  ; 
compensation  voted  for  losses  in,  361  ; de- 
cline of  the  rebellion,  363,  379  ; proposals 
of  rebel  leaders,  367,  369,  381  ; conduct 
of  the  military  in,  371  ; propositions  of 
the  state-prisoners,  372,  373,  37  7 ; special 
commission  directed  to,  374,  375  ; examina- 
tion of  state-prisoners  in,  383  ; the  Cabinet 
of,  387  ; military  arrangements  in,  389, 
415  ; iii.  79,  115-118  ; Geneial  Humbert’s 
expedition,  ii.  390,  391  ; disaffection  in  the 
militia  of,  393,  394  ; excesses  of  the  troops 
in,  397  ; surrender  of  the  Fiench  invadeis 
of,  403  ; disposal  of  state-prisoners  in,  405, 
425,  427  ; conciliation  of  Roman  Catholics 
in,  407  ; iii.  63;  disafl’ection  in,  ii.  415, 
416, 419,  458  ; Sir  R.  Aberciomby’s  saying 
of,  415  ; folly  of  former  Governments  of, 
416,  443,  444;  religious  parties  in,  420  ; 
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expected  opposition  to  the  Union,  429 ; 
Treaty  of  Union  with,  437,  456  ; iii.  33  ; 
Lord  Castlereagh  Chief  Secretary  of,  ii.  441  ; 
Mr.  Pitt’s  views  as  to,  442,  443 ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s definition  of  “ pi'incipal  persons  ” 
in,  445  ; representation  of,  iii.  6,  7 ; election 
of  peers,  26  ; office  of  Chief  Secretary  of,  9 ; 
its  state  in  1798,  12,  19-22  ; popular  feeling 
as  to  the  Union,  3 1,40  ; debates  on  theUnion, 
40-50,  65,  69,  184-187,  193-199,  202, 
203,  215  ; riots  in  Dublin,  51  ; Mr.  Pitt’s 
speech  respecting,  53  ; Roman  Catholic  sen- 
timents as  to  the  Union,  51-56  ; tactics  and 
treatment  of  Anti-Unionists,  54,  55,  56  ; its 
disaffection  in  1799,  60,  61,  67;  French 
invasion  of,  73,  225,  300  ; Rebellion  Bill 
for,  75;  change  of  feeling  in,  respecting 
the  Union,  81  ; postponement  of  Union 
question  in,  83  ; conduct  of  the  military 
in,  95  ; improved  transit  between  England 
and,  100 ; Government  appointments  in, 
107-109;  satisfactory  state  of  the  South 
of,  121,  124  ; proposed  income-tax  in, 
122  ; state  of  feeling  in  the  North,  of  as 
to  Union,  138,  141,  145  ; threatened  scar- 
city in,  144 ; Roman  Catholic  peers  of, 
146,  204,  227  ; expectations  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  in,  147-149 ; financial  arrange- 
ments for,  159  ; agitations  renewed  in, 
167,  169  ; creation*  of  peers  for,  171, 
208,  213,  214,  244,  272  ; incorporation 
of  the  Churches  of  England  and,  176, 
198  ; largest  division  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of,  181  ; cotton  manufacturers  of, 
208,  215,  216,  226  ; limitation  of  number 
of  peers  of,  208,  209,  219,  226,  277-280  ; 
Primacy  of,  209  ; agistment-tithe  in, '221  ; 
surwey  of  boroughs  in,  223  ; political  weight 
of  property  in,  224 ; limited  eflect  of  the 
Union  with,  228  ; wool-manufactirrers  of, 
230  ; Mr.  Grey’s  motion  as  to  members 
for,  230 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  administration 
in,  235,  237  ; civil  offices  in,  243 ; repre- 
sentative peers  of,  245,  252 ; futm-e  go- 
vernment of,  249 ; passing  of  the  Union 
Bill  in,  252  ; George  III.’s  opinions  respect- 
ing peerages  of,  257-264  ; state  of,  in  1800, 
282,  283,  295  ; Royal  Assent  to  the  Union 
with,  285  ; Ordnance  establishment  of,  294, 
315;  Duke  of  Wellington’s  plan  for  de- 
fending, 297,  300 ; military  preparations 
in,  299,  305,  347  ; legal  arrangements  in, 
303  ; the  Roman  Catholics  of,  306,  307, 
316,  327-330,  343;  effects  of  the  Union 
with,  313  ; prospects  of,  317  ; disfranchised 
boroughs  in,  321  ; Lord  Hardwicke  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of,  351-354,  364,  493 ; in- 
adequacy of  wages  in,  358  ; Sir  William 
Medows  Commander-in-Chief  of,  361  ; 
education  of  Roman  Catholic  priests  in, 
365-375;  law  as  to  schools  in,  374;  Ro- 
man Catholic  alarm  as  to  the  Amiens  Treaty, 
458  ; Colonel  Hope’s  plan  for  defending, 
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488-491 ; plan  of  paying  Roman  Catholic 
clergy  of,‘  494. 

Irish  Club,  the,  i.  374. 

Irish  settlers  in  America,  i.  514. 

Ismail  captured  by  SuwaiToff,  ii.  110. 
Italy,  success  of  the  Allies’  annies  in,  iii. 
114;  doubtful  aspect  of,  116;  disasters 
in,  270;  independence  of  Northern,  389; 
Buonaparte’s  encroachments  in,  413,  457  ; 
new  republics  of,  435. 

Ives,  E.  0.,  resident  at  Lucknow,  i.  286 ; 
ii.  556. 


J. 

Jackson,  Rev.  W.,  trial  and  suicide  of,  ii. 
398. 

Jacottah  bought  from  the  Dutch,  i.  467, 
491,  492  ; ii.  126,  479,  486;  its  history, 

ii.  106  ; independence  of,  488. 

Jaeedad  lands  in  India,  iii.  536,  540,  541. 
Jahander  Shah,  Prince,  his  widows  and 

children,  i.  364  ; his  character,  547. 
Jamaica,  expected  attack  on,  i.  41. 

Jamaul  Beg,  death  of,  ii.  480. 

James  river,  i.  101,  105. 

James,  W.,  mayor  of  Dublin,  ii.  447. 
Jamestown,  disfi’anchised,  iii.  322. 
Jehangir,  marriage  and  coins  of,  i.  407. 
Jenkins,  Sir  R.,  Sindia’s  detention  of,  iii. 
534,  536,  552,  558. 

Jersey,  Irish  militia  regiments  in,  iii.  76, 
80  ; quartering  of  Russian  soldiers  in,  137. 

(America),  Lord  Cornwallis’s  operations 

in,  i.  25  ; conduct  of  Loyalists  in,  28,  77. 
Jervis,  Sir  John  ; see  St.  Vincent. 

Jessore,  Sayer-duties  in,  ii.  497. 

Jews  in  the  Indian  infantry,  ii.  573. 

Jobbing  in  India,  i.  318,  400  ; in  Ireland, 

iii.  100,  102. 

Johnston,  General  Sir  H.,  iii.  1 16. 

, Mr.  Justice  (Ireland),  iii.  18 ; con- 
victed of  libel  and  resigns,  1 64. 
Johnstone,  Captain  George,  R.N.,  gallant 
action  by,  iii.  532. 

Jones,  Sir  William,  his  compilation,  i.  321  ; 
his  quahfications,  542. 

, Lieut.-Colonel,  i.  10. 

, Right  Hon.  Theophilus,  superannuation 

of,  iii.  108,  109  ; compensation  to,  323. 
Joseph  II.,  Emperor  of  Germany,  encoui  ages 
Russia,  i.  198  ; quaivels  with  Holland,  199, 
373. 

Jow  Saul,  Rajah,  ii.  556. 
Judge-Advocate,  his  duties,  i.  306. 
Judges,  station  and  pay  of  Indian,  ii.  35. 

of  Adaulet,  influence  of,  i.  283. 

Judicial  reforms  in  India,  ii.  204,  218, 
487. 

regulations  by  Lord  Coi-nwallis,  ii.  201- 

204,  315. 

Juggernaut,  pilgrims  to,  i.  411. 
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JuGGETT  Sing,  Raia,  his  character,  iii.  535, 
540,  547. 

JuMMA,  equity  of  a,  ii.  196  ; a decennial, 
559. 

Junius  attacks  Lord  Cornwallis,  i.  12;  his 
inaccuracies,  12,  13. 

Jurisdiction  in  the  French  Indian  factories, 

i.  352 ; in  the  Indian  Courts,  ii.  315. 

Justice,  Courts  of,  state  of,  in  Oude,  i. 
240. 

Jynugur  tribute,  restoration  of,  iii.  550. 


K. 

Kalbe,  Baron  de,  an  American  General, 

i.  51. 

Kalkreuth,  Comte  de,  employed  in  secret 
negotiations  with  France,  ii.  230. 

Kannambaddy  Ford  ; see  Caniambaddy. 

Karical,  French  factory,  seized,  ii.  226. 

Karigaut  Ford,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  passage 
of,  ii.  518,  531,  532  ; pagoda  of,  attacked, 
517,  531,  532. 

Kaunitz,  Comte  de,  defeated,  ii.  230. 

Kavil  Nyne,  Sindia’s  Moonshee,  iii.  549,552. 

Kaway  River,  ii.  538. 

Kearney,  Dr.  John,  Provost  of  Dublin  Uni- 
versity, iii.  107,  108. 

Keith,  Viscount,  ii.  317  ; able  conduct  of, 
iii.  103  ; pursues  the  enemy,  123. 

Kekvich  Sing,  Rana  of  Gohud,  iii.  534; 
provision  for,  549,  551,  553. 

Kells,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Kenmare,  Earl  of,  moderation  of,  iii.  8,  52  ; 
offended  with  the  Irish  Chancellor,  92  ; his 
Earldom,  109,  246,  319. 

Kent,  Duke  of,  returns  from  Geneva,  ii.  32  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  of,  iii.  310. 

» -,  Sir  Charles,  his  estate,  Fornham  St. 

Genevieve,  i.  409. 

— — , defence  of,  against  invasion,  iii.  515, 
516. 

Kennaway,  Sir  John,  i.  355  ; family  of, 
371  ; sent  to  Hyderabad,  386,  542,  546  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  instructions  to,  537  ; ii. 
481  ; negotiates  with  Tippoo,  ii.  138,  162, 
487  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  esteem  for,  322, 
536  ; negotiates  with  the  Nizam,  490. 

Kenyon,  Lord,  Attorney-General,  i.  166 ; 
succeeds  Lord  Mansfield,  269,  404. 

Kerr,  Lord  Charles,  iii.  519. 

, Lady  Caroline,  iii.  519. 

Kerry,  Knight  of ; see  (Maurice)  Fitzgerald. 

Khalsa,  the,  removed  to  Calcutta,  ii.  193. 

Khistnagerry  Fort,  ii.  537. 

Khristna,  the,  i.  310  ; passage  of  the,  ii.  492. 

Khurukpoor,  Zemindary  of,  ii.  192^ 

Kilbeggan  borough,  iii.  170  ; disfranchised, 
322. 

Kilconnell,  Viscount,  ii.  355. 

Kildare  county,  state  of,  ii.  358  ; iii.  20,  21. 

borough,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 
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Kilkenny  county,  disaffection  of  the  militia, 

ii.  393,  396  ; militia  fly  from  the  French, 
395,  399  ; state  of,  iii.  21. 

borough,  iii.  234. 

Killala  Bay,  French  landing  at,  ii.  390-392. 
Killybegs,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 
Killmallock,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 
Kilmainham,  “ Directory  of,”  ii.  438. 
Kilmorey,  Earl  of,  ii.  348. 

Kilwarden,  Viscoimt,  Chief  Justice,  ii. 
373  ; consulted  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  376  ; 
supports  the  Union,  453;  iii.  31,  184; 
speech  of,  iii.  186  ; his  opinion  in  Tandy’s 
case,  189  ; Duke  of  Portland’s  remark  on, 
258  ; his  communication  as  to  the  Roman 
Catholics,  316  ; his  promotions,  318,  319  ; 
visits  Maynooth,  365,  366  ; minutes  of  his 
conversation , 368-371. 

King,  Right  Hon.  Colonel  Henry,  iii.  65. 

, John,  Under-Secretary  of  State,  iii. 

156,  206. 

• , John  and  Gilbert,  compensated  for 

Jamestown,  iii.  322. 

, Colonel  Hon.  R.,  iii.  65. 

— , Rufus,  American  Minister,  applies  for 

arms,  ii.  408-410  ; fiiendly  assurance  of, 
427. 

King’s  County,  agitation  of,  iii.  21  ; its 
militia  in  Guernsey,  110;  conduct  of  its 
sheriff  approved,  190. 

King’s  Mountain,  i.  59,  71. 

Kingston,  Earl  of,  his  borough  disfi’anchised, 

iii.  322. 

, Duchess  of,  ii.  398. 

Kinkel,  Baron,  Vice-Admiral,  ii.  253. 
Kinsade  borough,  iii.  234. 

Kippax,  C.  B.,  iii.  2,  10. 

Kirkland,  Colonel  Moses,  i.  68. 
Kirkpatrick,  General  W.,  i.  261 ; his  mis- 
sion to  Nepaul,  ii.  190,  568-570  ; invited 
by  the  Rajah,  205,  206  ; his  reception,  221. 
Kishnagerry,  surrender  of,  ii.  96. 
Kistnarain,  ii.  189. 

Kistravera,  ii.  189. 

Klenau,  General,  Austrian  advance  under, 
iii.  223. 

Knocktopher,  disfranchised,  iii.  322. 

Knox,  General,  Washington’s  War  Secretary, 

i.  148. 

, Lieut.-Colonel,  attacks  Seringapatam, 

ii.  146  ; opposes  Tippoo,  480  ; his  night 
attack  of  Tippoo,  531. 

, Alex.,  Lord  Castlereagh’s  private  secre- 
tary, iii.  109,  366. 

, Hon.  C.,  iii.  49. 

, Right  Hon.  George,  opposes  the  Union, 

iii.  31  ; resigns  office,  45,  46  ; declines  di- 
viding with  the  Opposition,  203. 

Knyphausen,  Lieut.-General,  commands  the 
German  troops  in  America,  i.  35. 
KookulpoUR,  distressed  renters  of,  ii.  471. 
Koran,  the  law  of  the,  ii.  203,  542. 
Korsakow,  defeated  by  Massena,  iii.  142. 
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Kurnool,  payment  of  peshcush  from,  ii. 
563-565. 

Kyd,  Captain  A.,  services  of,  ii.  537. 


Ii. 

La  Crosse,  Raimond  de,  Contre-Amiral,  iii. 
432. 

La  Fayette,  Marquis  de,  joins  the  Ameri- 
cans, i.  99  ; at  Wiltown,  lUO;  his  troops, 
105  ; defeated,  106  ; at  Wilmington,  118  ; 
urges  Lord  Cornwallis’s  exchange,  135, 
150;  Lord  Cornwallis’s  feelings  towards, 
202  ; Frederick  the  Great’s  partiality  for, 
212  ; his  conduct,  ii,  6. 

Lake,  Gerard,  Viscount,  equeny  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  i.  273;  employed  in  Ire- 
land, ii.  342,  354 ; commands  against  the 
rebels,  391-403;  at  Castlebar,  412,413; 
resigns  the  Mastership  of  Kilmainham,  iii. 
352  ; opposed  to  Lord  Cornwallis’s  Indian 
policy,  531  ; instructions  to,  545-555  ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  explanation  to,  556,  557. 

Lakshmi,  king  of  Assam,  ii.  188, 

Lall  Baugh,  the  gardens  of,  ii.  138. 

Lambart,  Gustavus,  his  borough  disfran- 
chised, iii.  322. 

La  Motte  PiCQUET,  Comte  de,  defeated  by 
Admiral  Cornwallis,  i.  50. 

Landholders,  Indian,  profits  of,  ii.  471  ; 
improvidence  of,  472 ; coerce  the  ryots, 
548 ; their  resources,  559  ; their  agree- 
ments with  ryots,  560. 

Land  in  India,  resumption  of,  where  fraudu- 
lently alienated,  i.  543  ; circumstances 
affecting  its  value,  562,  563 ; ii.  467  ; 
assessment  on,  561. 

Landowners,  Indian,  grievances  of,  ii.  195  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  enquiries  respecting,  195  ; 
policy  towards,  477  ; poverty  of,  478. 

Land-Revenue  of  India,  Bahar,  i.  456, 
general  settlement  of,  460,  462  ; separation 
of  the  gunges  from,  466  ; fixed  assessment 
of,  489  ; history  of  the  settlement  of,  ii.  1 91- 
199  ; farming  of,  200  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s 
minutes  on,  463-478,  546-548,  556-560. 

Lands,  waste.  Lord  Cornwallis’s  plan  for  im- 
proving, i.  543  ; ii.  558-560. 

Lanesborough,  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

, Earl  of,  compensated,  iii.  323. 

Langford,  Lord,  family  of,  iii.  253  ; peerage 
of,  318. 

Langrishe,  Sir  Hercules,  supports  Govern- 
ment, iii.  32  ; compensated,  322. 

Lansdowne,  Marquis  of,  i.  10,  142  ; offers 
Lord  Cornwallis  the  Governor-Generalship 
of  India,  14,  150,  186  ; his  resignation, 
159  ; illness  of,  171  ; opposes  the  Decla- 
ratory Bill,  367,  374  ; his  wife’s  death, 
ii.  6 ; supports  Lord  Cornwallis,  114,  123  ; 
his  prediction  respecting  France,  124  ; sup- 
ports the  war,  237. 


LEITRIM. 

Larkins,  W.,  Accountant-General  in  India, 

i.  287  ; character  of,  319,  390,  536. 
Lascars,  enquiry  respecting  gun-,  ii.  502  ; 

regulations  for,  575,  577,  580. 

Lascy,  Comte  de,  ii.  272. 

Laswarree,  battle  of,  iii.  511. 

Latouche,  Right  Hou.  D.,  speech  of,  iii.  162  ; 
addressed  by  the  City  of  Dublin,  194  ; his 
borough  disfranchised,  323. 

, John,  his  borough  disfranchised,  iii. 

322. 

Lauderdale,  (8th)  Earl  of,  his  motion  for 
peace,  ii.  290,  291. 

Laurens,  Henry,  captured  and  sent  to  the 
Tower,  i.  134;  communications  as  to  his 
release,  146,  147. 

, Lieut.-Colonel  John,  i.  134. 

Lauriston,  Marquis  de,  iii.  391,  395. 
Lavoisier,  imprisonment  and  death  of,  ii. 
110. 

Law,  Thomas,  supports  Lord  Cornwallis,  i. 
460,  466. 

, English  promotions  in  the,  i.  269 ; of 

Indian  Courts-martial,  277 ; separation  of 
judicial  duties  from  fiscal,  476  ; ii.  229  ; 
establishment  of  regular  Indian  courts  of,  i. 
437  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  minute  on  criminal, 

ii.  51  ; abrogation  and  modification  of  Ma- 
hommedan,  202,  203  ; its  administration  in 
Bengal,  218  ; of  nations,  as  to  the  ti  ansport 
of  criminals,  432  ; of  property,  in  India, 
561  ; of  succession  and  adoption  among 
Hindoos,  566,  568  ; conflict  of  civil  and 
martial,  iii.  14,  15. 

Lawyers’  Corps,  in  Dublin,  proceedings  of, 

ii.  457  ; iii.  4,  5,  16. 

Lawyers  in  India,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  remark 
on,  i.  264. 

Lay  education  at  Maynooth,  iii.  373,  375. 

Leadenhall-street  economy,”  ii.  67. 
Leases  in  India,  i.  562,  564  ; ii.  478. 
Legale,  Lord,  peerage  of,  iii.  303,  318. 

Le  Clerc,  General,  iii.  391. 

Lee,  General  Charles,  captured,  i.  26. 

, John,  i.  299. 

Leeds,  5th  Duke  of ; see  Carmarthen. 

Lees,  Sir  John,  iii.  3. 

Leeson,  Hon.  R.,  opposes  the  Union,  iii.  32. 
Leicester  militia,  in  Ireland,  iii.  4,  30,  76, 
78. 

, George,  Earl  of ; see  Townshend,  5th 

Marquis. 

Leigh,  R.,  collector  of  Dublin  excise,  iii.  108. 
Leinster,  (2nd)  Duke  of,  made  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  i.  404 ; writes  about  Lord  E.  Fitz- 
gerald, ii.  384  ; hesitates  about  the  Union, 
453;  compensated,  iii.  321 ; his  statement 
as  to  Maynooth,  366. 

county,  outrages  in,  ii.  345;  scarcity  in, 

iii.  283. 

Leitrim,  Robert,  Earl  of,  his  patronage,  iii. 
109  ; Irish  representative  peer,  286  ; com- 
pensated, 322. 
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LENNOX. 

Lennox,  Lord  G.,  Constable  of  the  Tower,  i. 
164,  165  ; question  as  to  vacating  his  seat, 
167,  169;  gazetted  for  Pljnnouth,  183. 

, Charles,  at  Waterloo,  i.  198  ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s character  of,  198  ; his  duel  with 
the  Duke  of  York,  482  ; Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  ii.  460. 

Leopold,  Duke  of  Tuscany,  his  moderation 
and  success,  ii.  32 ; Emperor  of  Austria, 
41,  46. 

Leslie,  Hon.  Alexander,  General,  i.  27  ; his 
operations  on  Cape  Fear  River,  64,  69  ; at 
Charlestown,  75;  his  difficulties,  81;  re- 
called from  Virginia,  100;  goes  to  South 
Carolina,  110;  gallantry  of,  521,  523. 
, C.  P.,  hi.  288. 

Leith,  General  Sir  G.  A.,  i.  495. 

L’PIstrange,  Colonel  P.,  hi.  88. 

Letters  of  marque,  power  of  granting,  by  the 
Governor-General,  ii.  315. 

Lewins,  Edward  J.,  treason  and  death  of, 

ii.  342,  362. 

Lexington,  skirmish  and  loss  of  troops  at, 
i.  19. 

Lichfield  and  Coventry,  Bishop  of ; see 
Hon.  James  Cornwallis. 

Lifford,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  popularity  at, 
ih.  140;  disfranchise!,  323. 

Ligurian  Republic,  European  recognition  of, 
hi.  396,  407,  443,  465,  476  ; projected 
union  with  the  Cisalpine,  413. 

Lilford,  Lord,  conduct  in  1784,  i.  163;  ill- 
ness of,  hi.  170. 

Limerick,  Earl  of ; see  Glentworth. 

, city  of,  iii.  7 ; supports  the  Union,  29  ; 

political  independence  of,  324. 

, county,  state  of,  iii.  290,  358. 

militia  regiment,  its  gallantry  at 

Colooney,  ii.  401,  404. 

Lincoln,  General  B.,  repulsed  at  Savannah, 
i.  41  ; surrenders,  44. 

, South,  militia,  in  Ireland,  iii.  4,  30. 

Lindsay,  General  Sir  David,  i.  197. 

LINE’S,  Irish,  export  of,  ii.  437. 

Lippencot,  Captain,  Washington’s  demand 
of,  refused,  i.  144. 

Lisburn,  political  dependence  of,  iii.  234. 

Lisle,  siege  of,  ii.  244. 

Lisle,  Lieut  .-Colonel,  breaks  his  parole,  i. 
53. 

Lismore,  Lord,  subscribes  against  the  Union, 

iii.  174;  compensated,  322. 

, borough,  disfranchised,  323. 

Listowei.,  Earl  of,  family  and  property  of, 

iii.  255 ; peerage  conferred  on,  318  ; com- 
pensated for  A thy,  321. 

Little,  Captain,  his  services  in  India,  ii.  529, 
540,  544. 

Littlehales,  Lieut.-Colonel,  high  character 
of,  ii.  455 ; iii.  9 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  esti- 
mation of,  iii.  40,  270;  objects  to  the  aid 
of  Russian  troops,  138  ; his  opinion  of  the 
strength  of  the  anny  in  Ireland,  298  ; Lord 


LOTHIAN. 

Hardwicke’s  confidence  in,  378,  409  ; 
makes  a tour  with  Lord  Hardwicke,  493. 

Liverpool,  Earl  of,  his  objection  to  Fox’s 
Indui  Bill,  i.  157  ; complains  of  French 
ofiers  of  peace,  iii.  353. 

Llandaff,  Earl  of,  supports  the  Union,  iii. 
125;  freehold  tenants  of,  230;  elected 
Representative  Peer,  286. 

Lockhart,  Sir  John,  takes  the  name  and 
estates  of  the  Ross  family,  iii.  178. 

Loftus,  Lord  ; see  Ely. 

, General  W.,  marriage  of,  ii.  45;  i*u 

moured  retirement  of,  iii.  150. 

London,  corporation  of.  Azotes  its  freedom  to 
Lord  Cornwallis,  ii.  220 ; iii.  562  ; its  de- 
fence against  invasion,  ii.  333. 

, Corresponding  Society  of,  treasonable 

proceedings  of,  ii.  345. 

Londonderry,  1st  Marquis,  meritorious  con- 
duct of,  ii.  424  ; correspondence  respecting 
his  promotion,  iii.  259,  260,  262,  264,  273, 
305  ; elected  Representative  Peer,  286  ; his 
borough  disfranchised,  323. 

, 2nd  Marquis  ; see  Castlereagh, 

, 3rd  Marquis ; see  Stewart,  Hon.  Colonel. 

Londonderry,  city  of,  proposed  repiesenta- 
tion  of,  iii.  7 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  reception 
at,  140  ; political  independence  of,  324. 

Longfield,  Colonel  Mountiford,  iii.  108. 

Longford,  2nd  Earl  of,  supports  the  Union, 
iii.  184;  elected  Representative  Peer,  286. 

county,  adverse  to  the  Union,  iii.  176. 

militia,  misconduct  of,  at  Castlebar,  ii. 

395,  404. 

, borough,  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

Longueville,  Viscount,  political  influence 
of,  iii.  2,  17,  125,  289,  324  ; elected  Repre- 
sentative Peer,  286  ; promoted,  289,  319. 

Lords,  House  of,  first  instance  of  dividing 
against  a money-bill,  i.  10  ; law  relating 
to  Scotch  peers,  268  ; discourages  the  trial 
of  Hastings,  302  ; Scotch  peers  in,  ii.  44  ; 
debate  on  India  in,  122  ; oratory  requisite 
in,  145  ; creations  and  promotions  in,  iii. 
267,  272,  304,  318,  319. 

(Irish),  treaty  of  Union,  ii.  437,  iii.  33  ; 

representative  peers,  26,  171,  233,  244, 
268,273,  277;  election  of,  286;  English 
peerages  conferred,  113,  260-262,  267  ; 
elective  franchise  of  Roman  Catholic  peers, 
146,  148,  149,  204,  222,  227  ; creations 
and  promotions  of  peers,  171,  213,  251, 
257,  263,  272,  280,  281,  283,  287,  289, 
301,  303,  .304,  307,  311,  312,  313,  318, 
319  ; number  of  creations  of,  208,  209, 
214,  219,  226  ; spiritual,  209,  270,  271, 
287  ; absentee,  245  ; precedence  of,  252  ; 
usage  as  to  patents,  252,  279,  284;  in- 
quiry as  to  Maynooth,  373. 

Lorton,  Viscount,  iii.  66  ; his  peerage,  311, 
318. 

Lothian,  (5th)  Marquis  of,  i.  214  ; George 
IH.’s  kindness  to,  420  ; ceases  to  be  Gold 
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Stick,  425  ; his  regiment  changed,  441 ; the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  regard  for,  ii.  29,  47 ; Lord 
Comwallis’s  sympathy  with,  iii.  495,  518. 

Lothian,  6th  Marquis  of ; see  Ancram. 

Loughborough,  Lord,  opposes  the  Declara- 
tory Bill,  i.  368  ; his  doctrine  as  to  the 
Regency,  445  ; his  opposition  to  Catholic 
emancipation,  iii,  316,  317. 

Loughrea,  militaiy  defences  at,  iii.  489. 

Lough  Swilly,  defencelessness  of,  iii.  488. 

Louis  XVI.,  misfortunes  of,  ii,  4 ; his  want  of 
resources,  7 ; anecdote  of  his  indecision,  279. 

Louth,  county,  meeting  of  Anti-Unionists  in, 
iii.  24. 

militia,  excellence  of,  ii.  393;  iii.  111. 

Lovaine,  2nd  Lord,  i,  376. 

Low  Countries,  rebellion  in  the,  i.  373. 

Lowther,  Gorges,  his  borough  disfi-anchised, 
iii.  323. 

Loyalists,  American,  discouragement  of,  i. 
22,  28,  59,  63  ; patience  and  fortitude  of, 
54 ; compensation  to,  60  ; persecutions  of, 
70,  85,  116,  520;  Lord  Cornwallis’s  at- 
tempts to  protect,  126 ; their  position  and 
conduct  considered,  139  ; appeal  to  Lord 
Cornwallis  in  England,  163,  177  ; final 
compensation  to,  193;  their  number  in 
Nova  Scotia,  291. 

, Irish,  loan  for  relieving,  ii.  356 ; vio- 
lence of,  iii.  134,  145. 

Luby,  George,  the  L’ish  rebel,  ii.  369. 

Lucan,  Earl  of,  elected  Representative  Peer, 
iii.  286  ; his  borough  disfranchised,  322. 

Lucchessini,  Marquis  Jerome  de,  chaiacter 
of,  ii.  234,  235. 

Lucknow,  the  “ Augean  stable  ” of,  i.  244  ; 
corruption  at,  248,  250,  318;  Lord  Corn- 
wallis visits,  312;  Shah  Zada  at,  232; 
residency  expenses  at,  ii.  553 ; maladmi- 
nistration at,  554. 

Luckipore,  trade  in  coai’se  cloths  at,  i.  435. 

Ludlow,  Earl  of,  compensated,  iii.  323. 

Lushington,  Sir  Stephen,  ii.  83. 

Lusi,  Comte,  Frederick  the  Great’s  Minister, 

i.  199,  202  ; ofiends  Frederick,  206. 

Luttrell,  Henry,  opinions  and  connexions 
of,  iii.  35,  80. 

Luttrellstown,  Lord  Carhampton’s  sale  of, 
iii.  112. 

Luxemburg,  its  probable  annexation  to 
France,  i.  209;  its  position  in  1790,  ii.  31. 

Luzerne,  Comte  de  la,  interferes  for  English 
prisoners,  i.  459. 

Lynch’s  Creek,  i.  53,  65. 

Lyte,  Henry,  privy  purse  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  i.  273. 

Lyttelton,  Lord,  compensated,  iii.  322. 

M. 

Maal  Adawluts  abolished,  ii.  562. 

M'Arthur,  Lient.-Colonel,  his  services  in 
America,  i.  51,  53,  500,  503. 


macpherson. 

Macartney,  Earl,  pensioned,  i.  287 ; goes 
to  China,  331,  479;  Sir  J.  Macphei-son’s 
remark  on,  443 ; his  Carnatic  administra- 
tion, ii.  3,  4. 

, Sir  John,  Bart.,  opposes  the  Union,  iii. 

215  ; his  speech  on  tithes,  216,  220. 
Macauley,  Alexander,  i.  305. 

Macbride,  Admiral  John,  i.  197. 

Maccan,  Anthony,  the  rebel  “ Exile  of  Erin,” 

ii.  362. 

M‘Cann,  John,  executed  for  treason,  ii.  375. 
M‘Clelland,  James,  suppoits  the  Union, 

iii.  43. 

M‘Cormick,  Richard,  rebellion  and  flight  of, 

ii.  369. 

Macdonald,  Right  Hon.  Sir  A.,  Chief  Baron, 
i.  270. 

, Mai-shal,  movement  and  defeat  of,  iii. 

114,  116. 

Macdonell,  James  Joseph,  treason  and  flight 
of,  iii.  67. 

Macdowal,  General  Hay,  hisfegimental  dis- 
cipline, i.  311. 

M‘Guiciien,  James,  the  Irish  rebel  and  spy, 

iii.  85. 

Macherry,  Rajah  of,  relinquishment  of  al- 
liance with,  iii.  548,  554,  555. 

Mack,  Geneial,  Duke  of  York’s  conference 
with,  ii.  245  ; proposed  command,  257,  259. 
^ilACKAY,  Major-Geneial  A.,  promotion  of, 

i.  176. 

, Lieut  .-General  Hon.  A.,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s friendship  with,  i.  156,  178,  274. 
Mackenzie,  Colonel,  his  opinions  criticised 
by  Lord  Cornwallis,  ii.  525,  526. 
Macleod,  General  Sir  John,  seiwes  in  Ame- 
rica, i.  91,  508,  523  ; in  India,  ii.  146  ; de- 
sires promotion,  290,  299  ; iii.  128  ; 
wishes  to  accompany  Lord  Cornwallis  to 
Ireland,  ii.  353. 

■ , Lieut.-General  Norman,  praised  by 

Lord  Cornwallis,  i.  311,  317. 

, A.,  consulted  on  the  Tanjore  succes- 
sion, ii.  567. 

M‘Mahon,  Colonel,  Lord  Mofra’s  letter  to, 

ii.  331. 

M‘Nally,  Leonard,  account  of,  iii.  320. 
M‘Naughten,  E.  a.,  supports  the  Union, 

iii.  43. 

M‘Niven,  William  James,  M.D.,  treason  of, 
ii.  343,  374, 437  ; his  ‘ Memoir,’  366,  378  ; 
examination  of,  383  ; banishment  of,  428. 
Macpherson,  Sir  John,  Bart.,  agent  for  the 
Carnatic,  i.  219  ; General  Grant’s  descrip- 
tion of,  268,  448  ; resigns  his  seat  in  coun- 
cil, 287,  442,  559  ; salary  withheld,  305  ; 
Mr.  Dundas’s  remarks  on,  337  ; compensa- 
tion and  pension  to,  369  ; convicted  and 
fined  for  bribery  at  Cricklade,  377  ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  complaints  of,  383,  430,  453, 
458,  463,  469 ; his  intimacy  with  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  423  ; statement  of  his 
own  case,  242. 
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MACPHERSON. 

Macpherson,  James,  agent  for  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot,  i.  412,  556,  ii.  174. 

Madajee  Sindia,  his  ambition,  i.  222, 
242  ; ii.  542  ; confers  with  Major  Palmer,  i. 
322,  323  ; his  differences  with  other  chiefs, 
453  ; English  alliance  with,  566  ; ii.  480. 

Madan,  Colonel  Charles,  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
aide-de-camp,  ii.  86  ; serves  in  the  Carnatic, 
154,  537. 

Madho  Rao,  i.  228. 

Madho  Rao  Rastia,  Tippoo’s  friend,  ii.  76, 
82. 

Madgett,  — , ii.  391. 

Madras,  qualification  and  power  of  governors 
of,  i.  324  ; iii.  174  ; officers’  claims,  i.  395  ; 
military  arrangements  at,  412  ; treasury 
of,  459  ; mutiny  at,  466  ; misgoverument 
of,  485-487,  492  ; ii.  8,  11,  13,  114,  332, 
481,  484,  485,  495  ; charter  of  justice  for, 
314  ; Lord  Hobart  appointed  governor  of, 
229,  237  ; inquiries  as  to  ordnance,  &c., 
at,  501. 

Madrid,  treaty  of,  Buonaparte’s,  iii.  398  : 
annulled,  407 ; secret  article  in,  412 ; 
De  Souza  refuses  to  sign,  415  ; Portugal 
secured  against,  419. 

Magan,  Francis,  pensioned,  iii.  106. 

Magazines,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  inquiries  as 
to,  at  Madras,  ii.  502. 

Magri,  Tippoo  encamps  near,  ii.  514. 

Mahdoo  Rao  Narain,  Peshwa  at  Poona,  i. 
222,  228  ; sagacity  of,  ii.  187. 

Maheput  Narryan,  Zemindar  of  Benares, 

i.  400. 

Mahommed  Ameen,  Rajah,  character  of,  ii. 
508,  509,  512. 

■ Reza  Khan,  Judge  in  Bengal,  i.  240. 

Ullee  Khan,  deposed,  ii.  293,  295. 

Mahommedan  laws,  ii.  203  ; law  of  evidence, 
549,  550  ; law  of  descent,  558. 

Mahommedans  in  the  Madias  and  Bengal 
cavalry,  ii.  573. 

Mahon,  Lieut.-Colonel,  supports  the  Union, 
iii.  256. 

Maitland,  Right  Hon.  General  Sir  T.,  i. 
495;  ii.  175;  commands  an  expedition 
against  France,  455 ; iii.  152 ; describes 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  Irish  policy,  iii.  236. 

Malabar  Coast,  transport  of  troops  to,  i. 
308  ; English  possessions  near,  429,  459, 
462  ; security  of,  ii.  159  ; iii.  533-535, 
541  ; Commissioners’  report  as  to,  ii.  221, 
311  ; operations  against  Tippoo  at,  481  ; 
military  cantonments  at,  519  ; government 
of,  539  ; distraction  of  the,  540  ; Jews  in 
the  infantry  at,  573 ; Lord  Wellesley’s 
policy  towards,  iii.  174,  201,  530. 

Malacca,  Lord  Hobart’s  expedition  against, 

ii.  302. 

Malcolm,  General  Sir  John,  his  eulogium  on 
Lord  Cornwallis,  iii.  530,  531  ; his  zealous 
exertions,  547. 

Malda,  silk  manufacture  at,  i.  433. 


MARATHAS. 

Malet,  Sir  Charles  W.,  his  services  under 
Lord  Cornwallis,  i.  224,  323,  410  ; ii.  162, 
179,  542,  552  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  instruc- 
tions to,  i.  345-348,  410  ; ii.  480,  481, 487. 

Malmesbury,  Earl  of,  i.  200;  maintains 
the  power  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  328; 
English  Minister  at  the  Hague,  334 ; cre- 
ated a Baron,  373 ; vacillates  on  the  Re- 
gency question,  420  ; meets  Mollendorf,  ii. 
253 ; his  unsuccessful  negotiations  with 
France,  314;  iii,  385. 

Malta  taken  by  Buonaparte,  ii.  363  ; be- 
sieged by  England  and  sun-enders,  iii.  294  ; 
treaty  for  evacuating,  386  ; proposed  Rus- 
sian garrison  in,  392,  401  ; Lord  Hawkes- 
bury’s  instructions  as  to,  393-395,  407  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis  and  Buonaparte’s  conver- 
sation as  to,  402  ; number,  rank,  and  eligi- 
bility of  the  Knights  of,  407-409,  411, 
412,  425,  426,  447,  478;  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s opinions  respecting,  408,  409 ; 
Amiens  negotiations  respecting,  411,  412, 
452,  464,  465 ; proposed  guarantee  for, 
420-423,  453,  454 ; proposed  demolition 
of  fortifications,  424  ; proposed  articles  of 
treaty  as  to,  425,  426,  430  ; its  neutrality 
in  war,  431  ; proposed  Neapolitan  garrison 
for,  431,  440,  446,  447,  455,  481 ; sold  to 
France  by  the  Grand  Master,  451  ; pro- 
tection of  the  Knights  of,  446,  455,  475  ; 
treaty  respecting,  468,  469,  486 ; Lord 
Hawkesbury’s  remarks  on,  474,  475  ; elec- 
tion of  Grand  Master,  478,  479. 

Malta,  Knights  of,  Amiens  conferences  as  to, 

iii.  393,  402,  408,  409,  411,  412,  421, 
424-426,  446,  447,  451  ; Emperor  'of 
Russia  proposed  as  protector  of,  452,  453, 
469  ; treachery  of  Grand  Master  of,  478. 

Mangalore,  treaty  of,  ii.  114. 

Manilla,  expedition  to,  ii.  333  ; communi- 
cation between  British  India  and,  ii.  333. 

Manningham,  Major-General,  his  rifle  corps, 
iii.  277,  296. 

Manogi,  i.  228. 

Mansfield,  Earl,  his  age  and  tenacity  for 
office,  i.  267,  268,  299,  377  ; Duke  of  Rut- 
land’s executor,  348  ; resigns,  404. 

Mantua  invested,  ii.  310. 

Manufactures  of  India,  i.  318,  541 ; ii. 
560  ; effect  of  the  Union  on  Irish  cotton, 
iii.  207,  208,  215,  216  ; Northern  cotton, 
215,  226. 

Marathas,  the.  Chiefs  of,  i.  222,  453;  ii. 
107 ; iii.  519  ; treaties  with,  224,  346  ; 
evil  consequences  of  aiding,  i.  226,  230  ; 
confederacy  of,  227,  332  ; the  Nizam’s 
hostilities  with,  243,  245  ; Tippoo’s 

wars  with,  248 ; communications  with 
the  princes  of,  251  ; negotiations  with, 
261,  358,  359,  365 ; weakness  of  pro- 
voking, 263 ; hostile  influence  of,  282  ; 
Sir  A.  Campbell’s  plan  of  raising  cavalry 
from,  295  ; British  alliance  with,  297,  323, 
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406,  496,  546  ; ii.  481,  509  ; their  doubt- 
ful policy,  i.  309,  310,  312,  322  ; court  an 
English  alliance,  324,  341,  386  ; co-opera- 
tion with,  345,  347,  356  ; relations  of  the 
Nizam  with,  357  ; cession  of  Cuttack  by, 
410,  429  ; pilgrimages  of,  411  ; inter- 
ference with  Sindia’s  management  of,  439, 
440 ; their  jealousy  of  the  British,  453  ; 
British  policy  towards,  544,  545,  546, 
557  ; conferences  with,  565-568i;  favour- 
able communications  with,  ii.  8,  11,  21-24  ; 
their  skilful  foraging,  72  ; description  of  a 
bazaar  of,  72  ; receive  150,000^.  for  their 
aid,  72  ; begin  the  siege  of  Darwar,  73  ; 
jealousies  among,  80 ; supposed  want  of 
earnestness,  82,  521  ; supplies  to,  97  ; 
treaty  with,  114-117  ; avaricious  inter- 
ference of,  120  ; vigilance  and  clearsighted- 
ness of,  121,  523  ; unsatisfactory  termina- 
tion of  negotiations  with,  140  ; misconduct 
of  some  of,  179,  180  ; co-operation  of,  487, 
520  ; frankness  of,  488  ; collections  fi’om, 
497  ; their  character  as  allies,  524,  541  ; 
claim  chout,  543,  544  ; their  expected  appli- 
cation for  fire-arms,  553 ; “ convenient 
neighbours,”  iii.  509  ; Duke  of  Wellington’s 
remarks  on,  542  ; power  of,  550. 

Marauders  in  Ireland  repressed,  iii.  85. 

Marcofe,  Comte,  Russian  Minister,  iii.  389. 

Marengo,  battle  of,  iii.  24,  270. 

Marine,  Bombay,  battalion,  ii.  577. 

Marion,  Francis,  pursued  by  Tarleton,  i. 
65,  72. 

.Marriages  of  Fellows  of  Dublin  University, 
iii.  68,  71. 

Marsden,  Alexander,  ii.  460,  iii.  2 ; Lord 
Hardwicke’s  confidence  in,  378,  381. 

Marshall,  R.,  Inspector-General  of  Exports, 
iii.  109. 

Martial  law,  its  conflict  with  the  civil 
courts,  ii.  434  ; iii.  12,  13,  74  ; proclaimed 
in  Ireland,  61  ; Irish  Act  continuing,  210, 
213. 

Martin,  Governor  Josiah,  commands  the 
Highlanders  in  Carolina,  i.  54 ; character 
of,  503,  508  ; illness  of,  523. 

, Richard,  iii.  49. 

Maryborough,  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

Massachusetts  Bill,  i.  11, 19  ; distm-bauces 
in,  292. 

Massareene,  Earl  of,  compensated,  iii.  321. 

Massena,  his  victory  near  Zurich,  iii.  142. 

Massey,  Hon.  E.,  compensated,  iii.  321. 

Master  of  the  Rolls  (Ireland),  the  office  of, 
iii.  302,  303’. 

JMasulipatam,  inquiry  as  to  draught-cattle 
at,  ii.  501 . 

Matson,  George  Selwyn’s  residence,  ii.  144. 

Matthews,  General,  taken  by  Tippoo,  i. 
158  ; uncertainty  of  his  fate,  158. 

, IMajor  George,  vSir  C.  Ross’s  inquiry  re- 
specting, iii.  179;  dismissed  the  militia, 
192. 


MICHEL. 

Maxwell,  Lord,  supports  the  Union,  iii.  251. 

, Right  Hon.  Colonel  John ; see  Barry. 

, Lieut.-Colonel  Hamilton,  marches  from 

Calcutta,  i.  480  ; at  Seringapatam,  ii.  136, 
146,  148  ; attacks  Tippoo,  517,  518,  531. 

, Captain,  at  Dacca,  Lord  Cornwallis’s 

censure  of,  ii.  525,  526. 

Mauritius  Convention,  i.  330  ; Mr.  Dundas’s 
remarks  on,  338. 

Mawhood,  Colonel  Charles,  i.  27. 

May,  Sir  Edward,  supports  the  Union,  iii.  139. 

Mayence  capitulates,  ii.  230. 

Maynooth  College,  Bill  for  supporting, 
thrown  out  by  Lord  Clare,  iii.  91,  365- 
375  ; pupils  at,  458. 

Mayo  county,  rebellion  in,  ii.  416  ; iii.  21  ; 
cattle-maiming  in,  iii.  61,  66. 

Measure,  standard  Indian  land,  ii.  467. 

Meath,  disturbed  state  of,  ii.  358  ; iii.  21. 

, (O’Beirne)  Bishop  of,  converted  from 

Romanism,  ii.  419  ; his  education,  iii.  367. 

Medical  officers  in  India,  ii.  577. 

Medows,  General  Sir  William,  i.  178  ; his 
Indian  appointment,  324,  341  ; his  jirecipi- 
tation,  388,  391,  427,  558  ; his  good  sense 
and  devotedness,  408  ; highly  estimated 
by  the  Government,  397 ; his  popularity, 
429  ; opens  the  Bengal  campaign,  478  ; 
his  plans,  479,  480;  Governor  of  Fort 
St.  George,  487,  488,  494  ; ii.  13  ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  opinion  of,  i.  489,  490,  494 ; 

ii.  49,  52,  67,  86, 481 , 503  ; attacks  Serin- 
gapatam, 8,  531  ; Tippoo  writes  to,  33  ; 
'i'ippoo  retreats  before,  37  ; military 
movements  of,  60  ; before  Seringapatam, 
136,  146,  148;  character  of,  143,  154, 
156 ; waives  his  claim  to  prize-money, 
167,  536  ; Red  Ribbon  bestowed  on,  216  ; 
arrives  at  Madras,  490  ; his  operations  on 
the  Coromandel  coast,  491,  492 ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  instructions  to,  501  ; Com- 
mander-in-Chief  in  Ireland,  iii.  359,  361. 

Meer  Abul  Kassim,  i.  426  ; ii.  308  ; his 
authority,  ii.  103,  523  ; his  sagacity,  120. 

Meer  Mijunal  Deen,  ii.  78. 

Metge,  Mr.,  second  in  the  duel  between 
Mr.  Corry  and  Mr.  Grattan,  iii.  196. 

Melville,  Viscount ; see  Dundas. 

Mendip,  Lord,  ii.  43. 

, (2nd)  Lord,  supports  the  Union,  iii. 

124. 

Merchants,  Dublin  Guild  of,  iii.  168. 

Mercy  d’Argenteau,  Comte,  Austrian  am- 
bassador, ii.  232,  245  ; his  proposals  as  to 
the  command  of  the  allied  armies,  233,  235, 
274 ; Lord  Cornwallis  expostulates  with, 
247  ; his  dislike  of  the  sea,  258  ; his  fever, 
260  ; death  of,  263. 

IMerry,  Antony,  English  IVIinister  at  Paris, 

iii.  384  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  of,  418, 
469,  484. 

IMichel,  — , treachery  and  execution  of,  ii. 
378. 
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MIDDLETON. 

Middleton,  George,  4th  Viscount,  i.  166  ; 
his  borough  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

, Albinia,  Lady,  i.  166  ; ii.  5. 

Midnapore,  collectorship  in,  ii.  464,  471, 
474,  473  ; disappointment  in,  472. 

Migot  de  la  Combe,  M.,  gallantry  of,  ii.  74. 

Miguelon,  French  projet  respecting,  iii.  429. 

Milan,  capture  of  the  citadel  of,  iii.  103. 

Milford,  liichard.  Lord,  ii.  338. 

Militia  (American),  intidelity  of,  i.  53,  55, 
61,  68,  71;  desertion  in,  punished,  56; 
alacrity  and  numbers  of  the  Virginian,  85  ; 
formation  and  regulation  of,  499,  503 ; 
the  rebel,  499  ; mutiny  of  theCheraw,  505. 

(English),  Lord  Cornwallis  conciliates 

the  colonels  of,  ii.  292  ; courage  and  fidelity 
of,  333  ; offer  to  serve  against  the  Irish 
rebels,  355 ; their  conduct  in  Ireland,  449- 
451,  455  ; steadiness  of  the  Leicestershire, 
451  ; caprice  of  the  Buckinghamshire,  451  ; 
Warwickshire  and  South  Lincoln,  contem- 
plate returning,  451  ; conduct  of  the 
colonels  of,  451 ; ill-drawn  statutes  re- 
lating to,  451  ; steadiness  of  the  Bedford- 
shiie,  iii.  4 ; bad  accommodation  of  Suffolk 
and  Worcestershire,  4 ; Sir  John  Blaquiere’s 
success  with  the  Leicestershire  and  South 
Lincoln,  4,  30  ; required  in  Ireland,  19,  30  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  encomium  on,  126;  their 
return  from  Ireland,  135;  recruits  from, 
154, 165,  169, 178  ; Mr.  Dundas’s  circular 
to  the  colonels  of,  ii.  458,  459. 

Militia  (Irish),  inspection  of,  ii.  389  ; charac- 
ter of,  390,  393;  iii.  117;  Kilkenny  and 
Longford,  disaffection  of,  ii.  395;  habits  of, 
408,  416,  417  ; proposal  to  send  them  to 
Guernsey,  iii.  76,  78,  86,  88  ; the  Mayo,  78  ; 
the  Wicklow,  78  ; proposal  to  recruit  from, 
79,  133, 154,  165,  169,  178  ; their  services 
in  England  discouraged,  112  ; augmentation 
of,  134,  135;  solicitation  of  signatures  from 
the  Downshire,  178  ; recruiting  from,  296. 

Mills,  Colonel,  his  character,  i.  47,  53,  67  ; 
escapes  from  the  Americans,  54 ; captured 
and  hung  in  cold  blood,  47,  67. 

Milton,  George,  Lord,  proposed  as  Irish 
Secretary,  ii.  278. 

Miltown,  Earl  of,  iii.  32. 

Mineeiiouraii,  distressed  renters  at,  ii.  471. 

Ministers,  change  of,  in  1783,  i.  160  ; visits 
of  native,  240 ; real  responsibility  of,  ii. 
164. 

Minorca,  England  threatens  to  keep,  iii.  41 5. 

Minster,  Lord ; see  Conyngham. 

Mint  established  at  Patna,  i.  457. 

Minto,  Earl  of,  ii.  43. 

Mirabeau,  his  ‘ Histoire  Seerhte  du  Cabinet 
de  Berlin,’  ii.  39. 

Mirza  Ali,  fraud,  murders,  and  death  of, 
ii.  236. 

Mirzapore,  prosperous  mart  of,  i.  553. 

Mischianza,  fete  in  honour  of  Sir  W.  Howe, 
i.  31. 


MOORE. 

Missions,  obstacles  to  Indian,  i.  398. 

Mitchell,  Admiral  Sir  A.,  commands  in 
India,  i.  181  ; the  Dutch  fleet  surrender 
to,  iii.  28 ; presides  at  the  trial  of  the 
Temeraire  mutineers,  414. 

Mobarick  ud  Dowlah,  i.  241  ; extravagant 
ideas  of,  286,  529  ; congratulates  Geoige 
III.  on  his  recovery,  431  ; character  of,  529. 

Mogul  Government,  practice  as  to  zemin- 
darries  under,  ii.  469,  470,  474. 

Mohammed  Ali,  Nabob  of  Areot,  i.  222. 

Moira,  Earl  of,  i.  49  ; Americans  advance 
upon,  55  ; defends  the  American  war,  62  ; 
commands  a division  at  Camden,  65,  507  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  estimation  of,  68,  107, 
427 ; his  extensive  command  in  South 
Carolina,  82,  500  ; routs  Gen.  Greene, 
98  ; returns  ill  to  England,  105  ; captured 
by  the  French,  118  ; Comte  de  Grasse’s 
civilities  to,  119  ; speaks  against  the  India 
Bill  (1784),  162;  supposed  misunder- 
standing between  Mr.  Pitt  and,  177,  190, 
300  ; sides  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  300  ; 
his  opinion  concerning  George  III.,  421  ; 
Duke  of  York’s  second  in  a duel,  482  ; his 
operations  in  America,  505  ; explanation 
by,  514;  punishes  desertion,  515;  defen- 
sive operations  of,  516  ; his  parliamentary 
defence  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  ii.  114;^  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  opinion  of,  269  ; curious 
letter  from,  331  ; attacks  the  Government, 
356  ; marriage  of,  iii.  513. 

Mollendorf,  Marshal,  Lord  Cormvallis  con- 
fers with,  ii.  231,  251-255;  his  proposed 
march  into  Flanders,  243,  247,  250. 

Monaghan,  loyalty  of  the  corporation  of, 
iii.  140  ; disfranchisement  of,  234,  323. 

Monck,  Viscount,  his  elevation,  iii.  319. 

Moncrieffe,  Colonel,  R.  E.,  i.  197. 

Money,  application  for,  for  Ireland,  iii.  27, 34, 
151,  156,  201,  202,  226,  278,  308,  358. 

Money-Bill,  first  instance  of  the  Peers  di- 
viding against,  i.  10. 

Monopolies  in  Oude,  i.  458. 

Monsel,  W.  T.,  quits  the  Opposition,  iii.  66. 

Monson,  Colonel  the  Hon.  W.,  i.  226  ; iii. 
519. 

Monsoon,  South-Western,  i.  479  ; the  Car- 
natic, ii.  502,  519. 

IMontagu,  Right  Hon.  Frederick,  i.  156, 

Montigny,  Chevalier  de,  rescued  from  the 
French  Revolutionists,  ii.  55,  56,  504. 

Montgomery,  Colonel  Richard,  death  of, 
i.  20. 

, Alexander,  M.P.  for  Donegal,  iii.  140, 

141. 

Montmorin,  Comte  de,  signs  French  treaty 
of  peace,  i.  338. 

IMoodajee  Bhonsla,  i.  222  ; proposed  al- 
liance with,  308-311. 

Moore,  Mr.  Justice  Arthur,  his  Parliamentary 
conduct,  iii.  67  ; introduces  Grathm,  164. 

, Lieut.-General  Sir  John,  cajdures  VVex 
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ford,  ii.  349  ; rumouied  appointment  of, 
iii.  123, 

Moore,  Colonel  Francis,  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
praise  of,  iii.  131. 

, Francis,  accompanies  Loi'd  Cornwallis 

to  Amiens,  iii.  383. 

, R.  B.,  compensated,  iii,  322. 

, Stephen,  supports  the  Union,  iii.  43. 

, John,  treason  of,  iii.  2,  11. 

Moorhouse,  Colonel,  death  and  character  of, 
ii.  70  ; proposed  mark  of  respect  to,  90,  91. 

Moorshedabad,  police  of,  ii.  205 ; appeal 
court  at,  563. 

Moplas,  feuds  of  the,  ii.  540. 

Moreau,  J.  V.,  famous  retreat  of,  ii.  312; 
reinforced  at  Genoa,  iii.  114;  his  success 
in  Geraiany,  238. 

Morgan,  Major-General  Daniel,  his  military 
operations,  i.  77,  82. 

Mornixgton,  3rd  Earl  of ; see  Wellesley. 

Morres,  Right  Hon.  Lodge,  family  and 
estates  of,  iii.  254. 

, Harvey,  rebellion  of,  iii.  284. 

Morris,  Robert,  refused  permission  to  prac- 
tise at  Calcutta,  ii.  182. 

Morse,  General  Robert,  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
recommendation  of,  iii.  147. 

Mortgages,  facilitating  Indian,  ii.  473. 

Moslay,  Comte  de  ; see  Otto. 

Motteux,  J.,  Chairman  of  the  East  India 
Company,  i.  317. 

Mount  Edgecombe,  Earl,  offered  the  Con- 
stableship  of  the  Tower,  i.  185. 

Mountjoy,  Viscount,  killed  at  New  Ross, 

ii.  348  ; his  politics,  372. 

Mouxtsandford,  Henry,  Lord,  family  and 

serYices  of,  iii.  255  ; peerage  of,  318. 

Modxtstuart,  John,  Lord,  family  and  sei- 
vices  of,  ii.  43. 

Mozuffer  Juxg,  Nabob  of  Furrackabad, 
i.  222  ; dissatisfied  with  the  British,  289. 

Mudgheri,  hill-fort  of,  ii.  522. 

Mud-islaxd  fort  captured,  i.  30. 

Mullingar,  iii.  234 ; disfranchised,  333. 

IMunro,  Sir  Thomas,  introduces  the  ryotwar 
system,  ii.  200. 

Munster,  bishopric  of,  Pnissian  interference 
with  the,  iii.  384,  385. 

(Ireland),  political  feeling  of,  ii.  447, 

454. 

Mur  Abul  Cossim,  ability  of,  ii.  512. 

Murder,  law  of  India  as  to,  ii.  549. 

Murphy,  Father  John,  character  of,  ii.  347. 

Murray,  Colonel  Alexander  M‘Gregor,  i.  384. 

, Colonel  Sir  John  M.,  Bart.,  serves 

against  Tippoo,  i.  383;  his  seat  inCoimcil, 
■ 385,  453,  455. 

, Lieut.-Colonel  Peter,  killed,  i.  384 ; 

iii.  503. 

, Dr.  Richard,  Provost  of  Dublin  Uni- 
versity, iii.  106. 

, Right  Hon.  Lieut.-General  Sir  Robert 

Keith,  i.  214. 


NATIVE. 

Musgrave,  General  Sir  T.,  i.  202  ; com- 
mands in  the  Carnatic,  461  ; his  plan 
against  Tippoo,  478  ; ii.  8,  51  ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s notice  of  his  services,  i.  485-490  ; 
ii.  52  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  instructions  to, 
ii.  84. 

, Sir  Richard,  Bart.,  iii.  143,  150. 

IMussulmans,  projected  marine  corps  of, 
ii.  302. 

Mutilation,  punishment  by,  i.  555. 

Mutiny  Bill  of  1784,  i.  171  ; for  Ireland  in 
1798,  ii.  339. 

at  Madras,  i.  466  ; of  the  Cheraw  mi- 
litia, 505  ; in  the  Bengal  army,  predicted 
by  Lord  Cornwallis,  ii.  284  ; symptoms  of, 
312;  at  the  Nore  and  Portsmouth,  326; 
Bantry  Bay,  iii.  414. 

Myers,  General  Sir  W.,  ii.  368  ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis praises,  iii.  360. 

Mysore,  difficulties  of  a campaign  in,  i.  479  ; 
plan  of  attacking,  and  peculiarities  of  the 
country  of,  ii.  8,  9,  23,  47,  59-61,  69, 
70-76,  540  ; instructions  to  General  Mus- 
gi-ave,  83  ; to  Captain  Kennaway,  84  ; ac- 
count of  campaign,  98  ; capture  of  Ryacotta, 
100  ; necessity  for  the  war  in,  1 14  ; general 
order  for  attack  on  Seringapatam,  146 ; 
results  of  the  war  in,  156  ; sickness  in  the 
army,  162  ; inquiries  as  to  the  passes  into, 
500  ; operations  against  Tippoo,  515,  516  ; 
soil  of,  519  ; promotion  of  officers  wffio 
served  in,  578  ; political  superiority,  iii. 
131,  152 ; Mr.  H.  Wellesley  appointed  to 
settle  affairs  in,  493. 

^Iysore,  Queen  of,  ii.  78. 

3N. 

Naas,  disfi-anchised,  iii.  323. 

Naib,  effects  of  maladministrationby  a,  ii.  470. 

Nairs,  the,  ii.  540. 

Namcool,  fort  of,  ii,  539. 

Namur,  rumoured  annexation  to  France  of, 
i.  209. 

Nana  Furnavese,  character  of,  i.  229  ; ii. 
187  ; Mr.  Malet’s  conference  with,  i.  249, 
289,  323,  347  ; his  friendly  policy,  324, 
477  ; his  apologies  and  explanations,  565  ; 
his  fall,  ii.  187  ; instance  of  his  sagacity, 
542. 

Nana  Sahib,  adopted  by  Bajee  Rao,  i.  228. 

Naples,  peace  between  France  and,  ii.  312  ; 
French  evacuation  of  the  states  of,  iii.  386. 

, king  of  (Ferdinand  IV.),  suzerain  of 

Malta,  iii.  393,  398,  426;  French  and 
English  negotiations  respecting  his  custody 
of  Malta,  407-484 ; French  dislike  of,  450. 

Napper  ; see  Tandy. 

Narain  Rao  murdered,  i.  228. 

Nash,  Lieutenant,  Tippoo’s  capture  of,  ii. 
534. 

Native  Indian  princes,  alliance  with,  i.  345- 
348. 
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NATIVE, 

2s  ATI  VE  Indian  troops,  conduct  of,  i.  242 ; good 
condition  of,  311  ; character  of,  317,  551  ; 
religious  prejudices  of,  552  ; qualifications 
of,  ii.  19  ; relief-guard  of,  302. 

Navan,  disfi-anchised,  iii.  323. 

Navy,  the,  Lord  Effingham’s  motion  respect- 
ing, i.  32  ; harbours  in  America  for,  109  ; 
Comte  de  Grasse  cripples  the  British,  116  ; 
rapid  manning  of,  against  Spain,  ii.  109, 
110  ; Admiral  Cornwallis’s  retreat  from  the 
French,  293;  the  scurvy  in,  296;  dis- 
persion of  the  West  India  squadron,  298  ; 
mutiny  in,  at  Poilsmouth  and  the  Nore, 
326  ; its  preparations  against  invasion,  iii. 
103,  465,  518. 

Nawab  Saadel  Alli  Khan,  stipend  of,  ii. 

000 . 

Neal,  Colonel,  American  rebel,  flight  of,  i.  53. 

Needham,  General  the  Hon.  F.,  ii.  348. 

Negapatnam,  its  restoration  to  Holland, 

1.  369. 

Neilson,  Samuel,  treason  of,  ii.  372,  376, 
398  ; evidence  against,  425  ; Roger  O’Con- 
nor’s charge  against,  460. 

Nelson,  Lord,  pursuit  of  and  victory  over 
the  French,  ii.  386  ; captui-es  the  Gehe'reux, 
iii.  223. 

, Thomas,  Governor  of  Virginia,  i.  126. 

Nepaul,  Captain  Kirkpatrick’s  mission  to, 
i.  261;  ii.  183,  568-570;  peace  between 
China  and,  183, 190  ; its  histor}',  190,  191  ; 
invitation  from  the  Rajah  of,  205-208 ; 
trade  of,  206  ; treaty  with,  551. 

Nesbitt,  Lieut.-Colonel,  attacks  Tippoo,  ii. 
146,  531. 

, Thomas,  compensated,  iii.  322. 

NETHEPJ.ANDS,  state  of  the,  ii.  31,  45. 

Neutrality,  the  ai-med,  of  1780,  i.  373; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  remarks  on,  ii.  484. 

Neutrals,  American,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  to- 
leration of,  i.  75. 

Neville,  Hon.  Grey,  dies  at  Scutari,  i.  16. 

, Hon.  Captain  Henry  A.,  killed  at 

Inker  man,  i.  16. 

, Hon.  Captain  R.  Cornwallis,  i.  16. 

, R.,  his  votes  on  the  Union  question, 

iii.  45. 

Newborough  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

Newcastle,  2nd  Duke  of,  i.  173. 

, Irish  borough,  disfianchised,  iii.  323, 

Newcome,  Dr.  W. ; see  Armagh. 

Newcomen,  Viscountess,  elevation  of,  iii. 
254,  318. 

, Sir  W.  G.,  Bart.,  family  and  services 

of,  iii.  186,  254 ; addi-ess  of  the  City  of 
Dublin  to,  194. 

Newell,  the  spy,  assassinated,  ii.  397. 

Newfoundland  fisheries,  conference  at 
Amiens  as  to,  iii.  407,  419,  427,  429, 
441  ; French  demands  respecting,  454. 

Newry,  representation  of,  iii.  7 ; suppoi-ts 
the  Union,  29  ; independence  of,  324. 

New  Ross,  representation  of,  iii.  234. 
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Newspapers,  Irish  seditious,  ii.  343,  344. 

Newtown  Ards  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

I Limavady  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

Stewart,  military  position  of  the  pass 

of,  iii.  287. 

New  York  defended  by  Washington,  i.  23  ; 
British  capture  of,  23, 116  ; state  of  affairs 
at,  122. 

Nightingale,  Lieut.-General  Sir  Miles,  ii. 
298  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  estimation  of,  417  ; 
accompanies  Colonel  Maitland  on  an  expe- 
dition, 455;  ordered  to  attack  Quiberon, 
iii.  231,  236;  marries,  285;  appointed 
A.Q.M.G.,  379  ; accompanies  Lord  Coni- 
wallis  to  Amiens,  384,  418. 

Nimeguen,  gallantry  of  the  British  at,  ii.  276. 

Ninety-Six,  taken  by  the  British,  i.  44, 
500  ; state  of  affairs  at,  68,  70,  71. 

Nizam,  the,  disordered  state  of  his  govern- 
ment, i.  222,  357  ; proposals  from,  426  ; 
his  diamond  present,  431  ; complains  of 
insult,  431  ; negotiations  with,  485,  537- 
539  ; 542-546  ; his  conduct,  ii.  82,  88, 
1 20  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  present  of  field- 
pieces  to,  93  ; Duke  of  Wellington’s  note 
on  the  Maratha  claims  against,  iii.  542  ; 
the  Peshwa  and,  544. 

Nizam,  the,  treaty  with,  ii.  114;  viceroy  of 
the  Deccan,  480  ; alacrity  of,  490  ; troops 
of,  507. 

Nizamut  Adavtlut,  ii.  201,  563. 

Noailles,  Vicomte  de,  his  present  to  Lord 
Cornwallis,  i.  132. 

Noor  Mahl  (Light  of  the  Sei-aglio),  i.  407. 

Nootka  Sound,  Spanish  seizure  of,  ii.  109. 

Norbury,  Earl  of,  ii.  373  ; his  peerage,  iii. 
318  ; visits  Maynooth,  365. 

Nore,  mutiny  at  the,  ii.  326. 

Norm  ANTON,  Earl  of ; see  Cashel,  Arch- 
bishop of. 

North,  Lord,  i.  12  ; his  bill  for  conciliating 
America,  32  ; resigns,  138  ; Lord  Sydney’s 
censure  of,  420  ; his  coalition  with  Fox, 
iii.  511. 

‘ Northern  Star,’  seditious  language  of 
the,  ii.  343,  460. 

Northland,  Viscoimt,  elected  Irish  Repre- 
sentative Peer,  iii.  286. 

Northuaiberland,'  2nd  Duke  of,  i.  183  j 
political  difierences  of,  374  ; heads  the 
“ armed  neutrality,”  420  ; character  of, 
431  ; General  Grant’s  remarks  on,  ii.  44  ; 
Anti-Jacobin  vei-ses  on,  332. 

Norton,  Sir  Fletcher,  his  conduct  with 
reference  to  the  Com  Bill,  iii.  249. 

Nova  Scotia,  settlements  in,  i.  291. 

Nugent,  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Edmund,  iii.  21. 

, Field  Marshal  Sir  George,  iii.  21,  115, 

124. 

, Baroness,  title  conferred,  iii.  314,  318. 

Nle^dydroog  Rock,  storming  and  capture 
of,  ii.  74. 

Nuzzers,  prohibition  of,  ii.  194. 
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Oakeley,  Sir  Charles,  ii.  3,  509  ; character 
of,  84,  172,  228,  539  ; Lord  Cornwallis 
visits,  iii.  364. 

Oates,  Captain,  killed  by  the  Americans, 

i.  67. 

O’Beirne,  Di'.  ; see  Meath,  Bishop  of. 

Occupation-tenure  in  Hindustan,  ii.  192. 

O’CoiGLEY,  Kev.  James,  treason  of,  ii.  345, 
350. 

O’Connor,  Arthur,  treason  of,  ii.  341,  344, 
345,  378,  381  ; trial  of,  381  ; examined 
before  a secret  committee,  383  ; proceed- 
ings against,  392  ; protest  of,  393  ; emi- 
gration of,  428  ; custody  of,  437  ; answer 
to  his  complaints,  iii.  59. 

O’Connor, Roger,  criminal  proceedings  against, 

ii.  459  ; his  claims,  460,  461  ; character 
of,  462. 

O’Donnell,  Mr.,  moves  that  the  Union  Bill 
should  be  burnt,  iii.  248. 

Officers,  Indian,  discontent  of,  ii.  288,  298, 
301. 

Ogle,  Right  Hon.  George,  his  remarkable 
duel,  ii.  372  ; opposes  the  Union,  iii.  70, 
162. 

O’Hara,  Brigadier-General,  commands  the 
Guards  in  America,  i.  66  ; quits  Ungland, 
162  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  eulogies  on,  130, 
190,  517,  522. 

, Charles,  opposes  the  Union,  iii.  199  ; 

objects  to  a statue  to  Lord  Cornwallis, 
563. 

Oldham,  Colonel,  reduces  Eroad,  i.  479. 

Old  Leigiilin,  Bishop  of  Ferns’  political 
influence  in,  iii.  323. 

Old  Point  Comfort,  i.  110. 

Olivenza,  its  cession  to  Portugal,  iii.  407, 
449. 

Oliver,  Richard,  compensated,  iii.  323. 

Omagh,  proposed  fortress  at,  iii.  489. 

Omdat  ul  Omra,  i.  254 ; Lord  CoruAvallis’s 
advice  to,  ii.  236  ; his  character,  308  ; his 
remonstrance,  324 ; death  of,  iii.  493. 

O’Neil,  Viscount,  his  claims  for  elevation, 

iii.  245 ; his  earldom,  319  ; his  borough 
disfranchised,  323. 

Ongole,  inquiry  as  to  draught-cattle  at, 
ii.  501. 

OossoRE,  British  attack  of,  ii.  100,  522. 

OOTRADROOG,  Capture  of,  ii.  76. 

Opium,  contracts  for,  i.  238,  554,  555 ; of 
Bengal,  558. 

Opposition,  bad  effect  of  the  language  of, 
ii.  186  ; character  of  the,  266  ; conduct  of 
the  Irish,  prospects  of,  iii.  30,  101,  200, 
206,  207,  217  ; exertions  of  the  Irish,  182, 
191,201. 

Oram,  Lieut.-Colonel  James,  ii.  96. 

Orange,  Prince  of,  success  of,  i.  339;  his 
claims,  iii.  386  ; indemnity  sought  for,  387, 
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389,  407  ; English  support  of,  388  ; Buona- 
parte’s remarks  upon,  401  ; Amiens  confer- 
ences respecting,  419,  427,  428,  431,  435  ; 
French  offer  respecting,  442,  444 ; treaty 
for  indemnifying,  449,  454,  460,  461, 466  ; 
title  of,  467  ; Lord  Hawkesbury’s  objections 
to  French  treaty  respecting,  475,  476; 
French  objections  to  treaty,  479,  481  ; de- 
finitive treaty  respecting,  485. 

Orange,  Princess  of,  i.  199  ; detention  of,  on 
her  way  to  the  Hague,  335  ; the  King  of 
Prussia  demands  reparation  for  the  insult 
to,  339. 

yeomanry  of  Ireland,  iii.  167  ; Govern- 
ment, danger  of,  325  ; societies,  opposition 
of,  327  ; lodges  of  Ireland,  their  respect  for 
Lord  Cornwallis,  507. 

Orangemen  (Northern),  their  neutrality  as 
to  the  Union,  iii.  29. 

Orde,  Right  Hon.  T.,  family  and  appoint- 
ments, i.  164,  167,  255. 

Ordnance,  office  of  solicitor  to  the,  ii.  379, 
380  ; consolidation  of  the  English  and  Irish, 
386  ; iii.  228,  294,  296 ; supply  of,  to 
America,  ii.  409,  410  ; pay  of  staff,  iii.  15  ; 
General  Ross  surveyor  of  the,  315  ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  resignation  of,  337,  339,  350  ; 
compensation  to  officers  of,  350. 

Oriel,  Lord  ; see  Foster. 

Orissa,  revenue  of,  ii,  192,  197,  473,  547. 
Orleans,  Duke  of  (Egalite),  his  English 
reception,  ii.  31, 

Ormonde,  Marquis  of,  his  character,  ii.  393, 
396,  399  ; kills  two  runaways,  395  ; po- 
litical activity  of,  iii.  124;  his  reserve, 
149 ; his  claims  to  an  English  peerage, 
259,  264;  elevation  of,  319. 

Ormsby,  Sir  C.  M.,  Bart.,  iii.  129. 

, James,  Lord  Cornwallis  patronizes,  iii. 

129. 

Orphee,  the,  captured  by  Admiral  Osborne, 

i.  7. 

Osborne,  Admiral,  captures  French  vessels, 

i.  7. 

, C.,  supports  the  Union,  iii.  43. 

, Sir  Henry,  Bart.,  iii.  183. 

OsNABURG,  bishopric  of,  iii.  384. 

OssORY,  Bishop  of,  borough  influence  of,  iii. 
323. 

OSTEND,  English  expedition  to,  ii.  337. 
Oswald,  Richard,  i.  142. 

Otranto,  French  troops  at,  iii.  465-467, 
470,  476. 

Ott,  General,  Austrians  advance  under,  iii. 
223. 

Otto,  Louis  Guillam,  iii.  385. 

Ottoor,  fort  of,  ii.  539. 

OUDE,  Nabob  of,  i.  222  ; buys  Allahabad, 
238  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  arrangements  with, 
250  ; English  agents  of,  253 ; extravagance 
of,  258. 

, contracts  for  cloths  and  indigo  of,  i. 

238;  bad  state  of,  240,  256;  ii.  319; 
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necessary  force  in,  i.  257,  288  ; commerce 
with,  288  ; British  defence  of,  333  ; Sir  J. 
Macpherson’s  conduct  in,  383 ; monopolies 
in,  458  ; treaty  with,  539  ; manufactures 
of,  541  ; British  interference  witli,  ii.  308  ; 
Lord  Wellesley  takes  a part  of,  iii.  530,  534. 
OuTRADROOG,  capture  of,  ii.  131. 
OxMANTOWN,  Viscount,  elected  Irish  Repre- 
sentative Peer,  iii.  286  ; elevation  of,  319. 


P. 

Packet-service  of  India,  i.  543. 

Paine,  infidel  writings  of,  ii.  186. 

Painshill,  Lord  Carhampton’s  vineyard  at, 
iii.  112. 

Pakeniiam,  Admiral  Sir  Thomas,  character 
of,  iii.  112,  114,  340,  381. 

Palacatciierrv,  fortress  of,  ii.  37,  48, 
160  ; military  position  of,  538. 

Palicode,  the  pass  of,  i.  480  ; ii.  552. 

Palk,  Sir  Robert,  i.  371. 

Palmer,  Lieut. -General  William,  i.  296 ; 

ii.  179. 

Paper-money  of  America,  i.  19,  116 ; of  the 
East  India  Company,  464,  465. 

Pardon,  proclamation  of,  ii.  359  ; bills  of, 
361. 

Parker,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Peter,  i.  21. 

, the  Nore  mutineer,  executed,  ii.  326. 

Parliament  ; see  Lords  and  Commons. 

Parnell,  Right  Hon.  Sir  John,  ii.  355 ; his 
doubtful  feeling  on  the  Union,  iii.  6 ; dis- 
missed from  office,  36,  38  ; opposes  the 
Union, 41, 45, 46,  207,  210,  212,  233,  240 ; 
parliamentary  conduct  of,  69,  87  ; Lord 
Castlereagh  answers,  195,  241  ; Mr.  Corry 
answers,  199  ; compensated  for  Mary- 
borough, 323. 

, Henry,  ii.  356. 

Parsons,  Sir  Lawrence,  opposes  the  Union, 

iii.  47,  69,  239  ; his  speeches,  162,  163, 
215,  232  ; active  opposition  of,  173  ; suc- 
ceeds to  the  earldom  of  Rosse,  176  ; un- 
founded complaint  by,  187,  190  ; Memoir 
in  favour  of  the  Union,  197;  his  loyalty, 
283. 

Parties,  attempted  union  of,  i.  164;  state 
of  Irish,  iii.  175. 

Partition  of  conquests  in  Mysore,  ii.  22. 

Party-spirit,  excessive  in  England,  i.  168, 
419,  444. 

Passage-money  of  Indian  officers,  ii.  580. 

Paterson,  Mr.,  his  dispute  with  Captain 
Maxwell,  ii.  525. 

Patna  Factory,  i.  352 ; mint  establi.shed  at, 
457  ; police  regulations  of,  ii.  205  ; appeal 
court  at,  563. 

Pattaiis,  grant  of,  to  ryots,  ii.  560. 

Pattison,  Brigadier-General  James,  com- 
mandant at  Charle.stown,  i.  46,  500,  502. 

Patronage,  military.  Lord  Cornwallis’s  re-  j 
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marks  on,  i.  280  ; iii.  25  ; of  a Commander- 
in-Chief  in  India,  ii.  574. 

Paul,  Emperor,  murdered,  iii.  356. 
Paupiah,  alleged  peculations  of,  ii.  65,  67, 
497-499,  503. 

Pay  of  the  Company’s  servants,  i.  278  ; of 
the  Indian  army,  395;  ii.  573,  576;  of 
Indian  chaplains,  577  ; of  Ordnance  staff, 
iii.  15. 

Paymasters  in  India,  exorbitancy  of,  ii.  53  ; 

nomination  of,  577. 

Payne,  Rear-Admiral,  i.  375. 

Pearce,  Colonel  T.  D.,  ii.  62. 

Pedee  river,  i.  54,  65. 

Peel,  Sir  Robert,  largest  parliamentary  di- 
vision on  motion  by,  iii.  181  ; ciuious 
demand  by  an  Irish  M.P.  upon,  340. 
Peers,  Catholic,  claim  to  vote  for  represen- 
tative peers,  iii.  146,  148,  204,  221  ; ob- 
jected to  by  Duke  of  Portland,  227. 
Pelham,  Right  Hon.  T.,  Secretary  for  Iie- 
land,  illness  and  resignation  of,  ii.  430, 
Lord  Longueville  attacks,  iii.  3,  4 ; made 
Keeper  of  the  Signet,  293 ; opinion  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  respecting,  498. 

Pellew,  Sir  Edward,  commands  a naval 
expedition  against  France,  iii.  152. 
Peltier,  Jean  Gabriel,  his  libel  upon  Buona- 
parte, iii.  447,  457,  458. 

Pendleton,  Judge,  escapes  from  parole, 
i.  502. 

Pensacola,  i.  50. 

Pepys,  Sir  Lucas,  physician  to  George  HI., 

i.  474. . 

Perceval,  Hon.  Spencer,  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
opinion  of,  ii.  379  ; solicitor  to  the  Ord- 
nance, 386  ; resignation  of,  iii.  285. 
Percy,  Earl  of ; see  Northumberland,  Duke  of. 
Perdita  ; see  Robinson. 

Perquisites  in  India,  abolition  of,  i.  556. 
Perron,  M.,  surrender  of  Ismael  Beg  to, 

ii.  116  ; serves  Sindia,  iii.  529. 

Perry,  John,  rebellion  and  execution  of,  ii. 
368. 

Persian  translations  of  French  revolutionary 
phrases,  iii.  530. 

Pery,  Viscount,  family  of,  ii.  453  ; opposes 
the  Union,  453  ; iii.  4. 

Peshcush,  arreai-s  of,  ii.  484 ; payment  of, 
495  ; from  Kuniool,  563-565. 

Pesuwa,  the,  etymology  of  the  word,  i. 
227;  negotiations  with,  229;  relations 
with,  289  ; proposes  to  join  the  British 
against  Tippoo,  359,  546  ; his  conduct,  ii. 
116  ; unscrupulous  gOA-ernment  of,  119  ; 
political  state  of  his  country,  187,  222  ; 

iii.  544. 

Petrie,  S.,  convicted  of  bribery,  i.  377. 
Philadelphia,  congress  at,  i.  19 ; British 
army  at,  31  ; Sir  II.  Clinton  prepares  to 
abandon,  33 ; the  British  evacuate,  34 ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  oj)inion  as  to  taking, 
102-104. 
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Philipstown  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

Phillips,  Major-General,  captured  at  Sara- 
toga, i.  76  ; attempts  a junction  with  Lord 
Cornwallis,  94,  95  ; penetrates  into  Virginia, 
97  ; his  death,  97,  99. 

Phillipson,  General,  R.  B.,  i.  12  ; returned 
for  Eye,  162,  171. 

PiCHEGRU  defeated  by  the  Duke  of  York,  ii. 
230  ; refuses  Dutch  terms  of  capitulation, 
283. 

Piedmont,  its  restoration  to  Sardinia,  iii. 
389  ; Buonaparte’s  remarks  on,  401. 

PlERREPOiNT,  Hon.  Evelyn,  H.  F.,  ii.  281. 

PiGOT,  Sir  Arthur,  i.  157. 

, Admiral,  wins  largely  at  cards  of  the 

Prince  of  Wales,  i.  375. 

Pilgrims,  Hindoo,  encouragement  to,  i.  411 ; 
duties  on  their  places  of  resort,  ii.  497. 

PiLNiTZ,  proceedings  at,  ii.  164. 

Pitt,  Right.  Hon.  William  (1st  Earl  of  Chat- 
ham), his  opinion  of  the  Declaratory  Bill, 
i.  11  ; fails  to  conciliate  America,  19. 

, Lord  ; see  Chatham. 

, Right  Hon.  William,  offers  the  Go- 
vernor-Generalship of  India  to  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, i.  14;  his  speech  in  1783  criticised 
by  Lord  Cornwallis,  1 56  ; his  rumom-ed 
appointment  to  the  Treasury,  160 ; un- 
willing to  join  the  Duke  of  Portland,  163  ; 
George  HI.  wishes  the  Duke  of  Portland  to 
meet,  167  ; his  extraordinary  abilities,  168, 
420,  429,  ii.  114;  supposed  misunder- 
standing between  Lord  Rawdon  and,  i.  177  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  letter  to,  about  the  Tower, 
186;  Lord  Cornwallis’s  interviews  with, 
188,  ii.  264;  his  regard  for  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, i.  188,  ii.  351  ; renews  his  offer 
of  the  Governor-Generalship  to  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, i.  191  ; his  Irish  commercial  pohcy, 
192  ; his  plan  of  seaport  fortifications, 
195 ; India  Bill  of,  220  ; his  conduct 
on  Mr.  Hastings’  impeachment,  293 ; pro- 
poses a vote  for  paying  the  Prince  of  Wales’s 
debts,  301  ; attacked  by  Fox,  Grey,  and 
Sheridan,  303  ; his  activity  at  the  India 
Board,  333  ; his  views  of  European  policy, 
333-337,  339  ; his  successful  policy  against 
France,  361  ; his  opinion  respecting  Sir  J. 
Macpherson’s  claims,  370,  443 ; parlia- 
mentary tact  of,  374  ; his  vigorous  govern- 
ment, 406,  ii.  14 ; his  conduct  on  the 
Regency  question,  i.  417  ; sees  George 
HI.,  when  recovering,  421,  471  ; mutual 
dislike  of  Lord  Thurlow  and,  422,  ii. 
185;  proposes  a Regency  Bill,  i.  423; 
the  Prince  of  Wales’s  hostility  to,  445,  ii, 
28,  38,  47,  52  ; his  judicious  conduct 
during  the  illness  of  George  HI.,  i.  441  ; 
Mr.  Dundas’s  consultations  with,  on  Indian 
matters,  533-536  ; opponents  of,  dismissed 
from  the  King’s  bed-chamber,  ii.  29  ; popu- 
larity of,  32,  38,  45 ; his  approbation  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  112, 114, 176  ; prosecutes 
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the  war,  125,  280;  offers  to  mediate  be- 
tween Russia  and  Turkey,  110  ; offers  Lord 
Cornwallis  the  secretaryship  of  state,  145  ; 
proposes  to  pay  off  the  Four  per  cents, 
185  ; his  election  triumphs  in  1784,  i.  172  ; 
favours  a permanent  assessment  of  Indian 
land-revenue,  ii.  1 98  ; official  diligence  of, 
215  ; presses  the  recall  of  the  Duke  of  York, 
234,  267  ; his  opinion  of  Austrian  policy, 
234 ; the  Portland  and  Whig  parties  join, 
259 ; insists  on  the  recall  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  273,  276;  Mr.  Wilberforce’s  defec- 
tion from,  281  ; illness  of,  282,  iii.  498  ; 
removes  the  Duke  of  Richmond  from  the 
Ordnance,  ii.  283 ; financial  prospects  of, 
304  ; the  Nabob  of  Arcot’s  present  to, 
310  ; his  duel  with  Mr.  Tierney,  338  ; his 
memorandum  on  the  Duke  of  Portland’s 
and  Loi-d  Cornwallis’s  correspondence,  433  ; 
appreciates  Lord  Castlereagh,  433  ; his 
promise  as  to  the  Catholic  question,  436  ; 
his  views  as  to  Irish  policy,  442  ; his  plan 
of  an  income-tax,  457,  iii.  122;  desires  to 
appoint  Mr.  T.  Grenville  Irish  Secretary, 
9 ; his  speech  on  the  Irish  Union,  53  ; Ids 
views  on  Irish  government,  57  ; the  Irish 
Speaker’s  invectives  against,  86,  87  ; his 
conduct  on  the  expected  scarcity  of  1799, 
144 ; attempts  to  conciliate  Lord  Down- 
shh-e,  147  ; his  remarks  on  Buonaparte’s 
overtm*es,  155  ; his  kindness  to  Lord  Cam- 
den, 189,  277  ; approves  of  Lord  Castle- 
reagh’s  measures,  226  ; his  firamess  re- 
specting the  Union,  232  ; consulted  by 
Lord  Castlereagh  as  to  Irish  peerages,  277  ; 
resigns  on  the  Catholic  question,  325,  334  ; 
independence  of,  326  ; his  position,  332  ; 
his  views  on  the  Catholic  question,  335, 
346,  348  ; approves  of  peace,  382,  383 ; 
his  connexion  with  Mr.  Addington,  507, 
508  ; his  suggestion  as  to  volunteers,  509, 
510;  Lord  Cornwallis’s  remarks  upon, 
612,  516  ; dislikes  Lord  Cornwallis’s  sup- 
port of  Mr.  Addington’s  government,  517, 
518  ; his  opinion  of  Lord  Wellesley’s  policy, 
523  ; his  reconciUation  with  Mr.  Adding- 
ton, 524. 

Pitt,  Right  Hon.  General  Sir  W.  A.,  com- 
mands in  Ireland,  i.  166. 

Pius  VII.,  his  submissiveness  to  the  French 
Republic,  iii.  408. 

Plow'Den,  Mr.,  communicates  with  Lord  Corn- 
wallis as  to  the  Catholic  claims,  iii.  348. 

Plunkett,  W.  C.,  opposes  the  government, 
iii.  18,  67,  69,  97,  200  ; political  agita- 
tion of,  161 ; his  motion  respecting  the 
King’s  County  Sheriff,  191  ; Lord  Castle- 
reagh’s  replies  to,  240,  241  ; strong  lan- 
guage of,  250. 

Plymouth,  Goveniorship  of,  i.  183  ; conver- 
sation between  Lord  Comw'allis  and  Lord 
Sydney  as  to,  183  ; Lord  G.  Lenox  gazetted 
for,  183. 
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rOLAND. 

Poland,  Frederick  the  Great’s  hint  respect- 
ing, i.  210. 

Police,  Bill  for  Indian,  i.  340  ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s improvements  in  Bengal,  ii.  205  ; 
regulations  in  the  Indian,  550. 

POLYGARS,  military  movement  against,  i. 
416  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  humane  interfe- 
rence for,  ii.  27,  225 ; restoration  of,  495  ; 
conciliation  of,  496  ; tribute  of,  545. 

PONDICHERRUM  PASS,  ii.  538. 

Pondicherry  besieged,  ii.  224,  225,  571  ; 
sun-enders,  226,  227  ; insubordination  of 
its  defenders,  227  ; Buonaparte’s  wish  re- 
specting, iii.  403 ; fortifications  at,  417, 
418. 

PONSONBY,  Right  Hon.  W.  B.,  iii.  124 ; in- 
troduces Mr.  Grattan  to  Parliament,  164  ; 
signs  the  “Consular  Edict,”  171,  173. 

, Right  Hon.  George,  opposes  the  Union, 

iii.  42,  199,  210-212  ; moves  to  vacate 
Lord  Castlereagh’s  seat,  43 ; Lord  Castle- 
reagh’s  animadversions  on,  48  ; parlia- 
mentary conduct  of,  49,  69  ; attacks  Lord 
Castlereagh,  98;  his  chagrin,  162;  un- 
founded complaint  of,  187,  193  ; his 
speech  and  defeat,  202,  204  ; opposes  the 
Irish  Representative  Peers’  Bill,  233,  238  ; 
his  borough  disfi’anchised,  322. 

family,  Curran  patronized  by  the,  iii. 

247  ; pailiamentary  influence  of,  324. 

POPHAM,  Lieut. -General  William,  ii.  307. 

, Sir  Home,  commands  the  fleet,  ii.  337. 

PORCHER,  Josias  Du  Pre,  i.  414. 

PoRTARLiNGTON,  representation  of,  iii.  234. 

PORCHESTER,  Lord,  unsuccessful  motions  of, 
ii.  1 14 ; attacks  the  Board  of  Control, 
118  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  remarks  on,  129. 

Portland,  3rd  Duke  of,  his  administration, 
i.  159  ; suggested  union  with  Mr.  Pitt,  167  ; 
rumouredappointmentas premier,  41 9 ; Lord 
Rawdon’s  alliance  with,  422 ; his  party 
supports  the  war,  ii.  237  ; joins  Mr.  Pitt, 
259  ; his  explanation  with  Lord  Cornwallis 
as  to  state  prisoners,  433  ; suggests  a new 
Militia  Bill,  451  ; adopts  Lord  Castlereagh’s 
plan  for  the  Union,  iii.  26  ; finnness  of, 
58,  188  ; his  objections  to  the  creation  of 
peers,  259-262  ; feelings  of  Lords  Corn- 
wallis and  Castlereagh  against,  266  ; ex- 
planation of,  271-274;  tone  of  his  letters, 
189,  277  ; his  account  of  the  illness  of 
George  HI.,  342  ; President  of  Council, 
360  ; his  correspondence  with  Lord  Cam- 
den, 189,  499. 

Portsmouth,  i.  107, 113. 

Portugal,  her  slave-traffic  in  India,  i.  555  ; 
peace  with,  ii.  329  ; Indian  forts  conquered 
from,  479  ; war  between  Spain  and,  iii. 
398 ; Amiens  conferences  as  to,  407  ; 
French  policy  to,  416;  security  of,  419- 
421,  423,  427,  428  ; Buonaparte’s  secret 
article  against,  473 ; territories  of,  449, 
466,  474 ; Amiens  treaty  respecting,  486. 


PROPERTY. 

Post-Office,  Mr.  Grey’s  motion  respecting 
the,  i.  303. 

Potato  crop  in  Ireland  in  1800,  iii.  289,295. 
Potemkin,  Gregoire  Alexander,  Frederick 
the  Great’s  hints  for  gaining,  i.  209,  210. 
PowERSCOURT,  4th  Viscount,  courage  and 
loyalty  of,  ii.  370  ; opposes  the  Union,  iii. 
40,  185,  220  ; attacked  by  the  Dublin 
mob,  51. 

PowNEY,  Mr.,  Resident  at  Travancore,  i. 

492  ; ii.  489,  490. 

Praga  stoimed,  ii.  280. 

Presbyterians,  Irish,  disloyalty  of  some  of 
their  clergy,  ii.  340  ; their  hatred  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  344 ; provision  for  their 
clergy,  iii.  55,  64. 

Presents  from  native  princes  discouraged, 

i.  399;  orders  against,  410;  from  the 
Nabob  to  George  HI.  and  his  ministers, 

ii.  557. 

Presidencies  in  India,  i.  221  ; governors 
for  the,  391. 

Preston,  John,  supports  the  Union,  iii.  256. 
Primacy,  Irish,  appointments  to  the,  iii. 
160,  169,  209. 

Priestley,  Dr.  Joseph,  his  followers  mal- 
contents, ii.  185. 

Prime  Serjeant  of  Ireland,  precedence  of,  iii. 
51. 

Primogeniture,  Indian  law  of,  ii.  558. 
Prince  Abdul  Khalie,  Tippoo’s  second  son, 
ii.  152. 

Moaz  Addeen,  Tippoo’s  third  son,  ii. 

152. 

of  Brunswick,  the  hereditary,  i.  8. 

Princes,  native  Indian,  i.  222  ; employment 
under,  226 ; communications  with,  251  ; 
alliance  with,  345-348. 

Prisons  in  India,  jail-deliveries  of,  i.  556  ; 

discharge  of  offenders  fi’om,  ii.  550. 
Prisoners,  state,  disposal  of,  ii.  405,  438, 
papers  of,  382,  392  ; examination  of,  383, 
386,  401,  405;  conviction  of,  iii.  13; 
removal  from  Ireland,  27  ; conduct  of,  85. 
of  war,  employment  of,  i.  81  ; ex- 
change of  American,  57,  135,  147  ; Tip- 
poo’s detention  of  English,  ii.  211,  223  ; 
Lord  Hawkesbury’s  treaty  respecting,  iii. 
386  ; discussions  at  Amiens  as  to  expenses 
of,  396,  403,  405,  407,  416,  421,  423, 
427,  435,  440,  442,  473,  477,  479,  485  ; 
France  refuses  to  pay  charges  for,  433. 
Privilege  of  Parliament  in  cases  of  libel,  i. 
10. 

Prize-Money,  Lord  Cornwallis  and  General 
Medows  waive  their  claim  to,  ii.  167,  536. 
Proclamation  to  the  American  loyalists,  i. 

92  ; to  the  Irish  rebels,  ii.  359. 
Promotion,  system  of,  army,  for  India,  i. 

530  ; ii.  572,  575,  577,  578. 

Property,  its  security  in  India,  i.  553,  554. 

, preponderating  influence  of,  favourable 

to  the  Union,  iii.  224. 
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PROSECUTIONS. 

Prosecutions  in  India,  i.  318. 

Protestants,  Irish,  Wexford  insurgents 
murder,  ii.  349 ; strength  of,  418 ; not 
unfavourable  to  the  Union,  iii.  52,  55 ; 
prejudices  of,  148;  government  of  Ireland 
by,  307  ; their  opinions  on  the  Union  and 
the  Catholic  question,  327,  329. 

Provincial  Indian  courts,  ii.  202  ; councils 
of  revenue,  473. 

Provostsiiip  of  Dublin  University,  iii.  106, 
107. 

Prussia,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  mission  to,  i. 
14;  views  of,  198,  199;  her  policy  to- 
wards England,  204  ; communication  with 
the  minister  of,  204,  206  ; conversation  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  with  the  king,  208  ; re- 
views of  the  army,  212  ; invasion  of  Hol- 
land, 361,  442,  450;  her  predilection  for 
England,  266,  275,  402;  supports  Hol- 
land, 267  ; vacillation  of,  335  ; demands 
reparation  of  the  Dutch  for  insult  to  the 
Princess  of  Orange,  335,  339  ; com- 
plains of  English  tardiness,  ii.  39  ; Turkish 
alliance  with,  45 ; policy  of,  46 ; offers 
to  mediate  between  Russia  and  Turkey, 
110;  Austrian  alliance  with,  164;  in- 
activity of,  231  ; Lord  Malmesbury’s 
remark  on,  231  ; camp  of,  at  Wola,  235  ; 
destination  of  the  forces  of,  239,  240, 
241  ; Austrian  jealousy  of,  246,  248,  270, 
272  ; subsidy  for,  261  ; English  employ- 
ment of  the  troops  of,  287  ; her  political 
reserve,  iii.  24  ; employment  of  Irish  rebels 
to  serve  in,  71  ; her  aid  desirable  in  Eng- 
lish national  defence,  135  ; unjustly  pos- 
sesses the  English  Electoral  dominions, 
384,  385 ; evasive  character  of  the  cabinet 
of,  388,  389  ; evacuates  Hanover,  391  ; 
jointly  guarantees  the  independence  of 
Malta,  425. 

Prussia,  Prince  of,  attached  to  England,  i. 

212. 

, Frederick  Henry  Louis,  Piince  of,  i. 

327. 

, Frederica  Charlotte,  Princess  of  (Duchess 

of  York),  ii.  161. 

Pulaski,  Comte  Casimir,  i.  34. 

PULTENEY,  Mr.,  ii.  43,  44. 

, Sir  James,  ii.  331  , iii.  123. 

Punishment  of  deserters,  i.  56,  60,  61  ; by 
way  of  retaliation,  75  ; by  mutilation 
checked  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  555,  ii.  203  ; 
military  order  respecting,  ii.  355  ; effect 
of  leniency  in  Irish  rebellion,  iii.  73,  74. 

Purling,  Mr.,  i.  463. 

PURSERAM  Bhow  joins  Lord  Cornwallis,  ii. 
71,  520,  521  ; his  supineness,  92,  135  ; 
breaks  his  engagements,  141  ; victory  of, 
142  ; joins  General  Abercrombie,  158  ; 
routed,  522  ; misconduct  of,  528,  529, 
544 ; recrosses  the  Caveri,  538  ; returns 
to  his  own  country,  540. 


RAO. 

Q. 

Quartermaster- General,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s remarks  on  the  office,  i.  536. 

Quarters,  frequent  change  of,  recommended, 
ii.  580. 

Queensberry,  4th  Duke  of.  Lord  Sydney’s 
account  of,  i.  419  ; the  Prince  of  Wales’s 
interest  in,  ii.  29 ; residuary  legatee  of 
Geoi'ge  Selwyn,  144. 

Quiberon  Bay,  proposed  landing  of  the 
British  at,  iii.  152  ; Colonel  Nightingall 
ordered  to  attack,  231. 

Quigley;  see  O’Coigley. 

Quin,  Sir  R.,  his  family  and  services,  iii.  254. 

Quinette,  M.,  Colonel  Nightingall’s  de- 
scription of,  iii.  436. 

R. 

Radnor,  2nd  Eail  of,  ii.  292. 

Radstadt,  Congress  of,  iii.  77,  419. 

Radstock,  Lord,  iii.  318. 

Ragonath,  ambition  of,  i.  228. 

Ragojee,  flattered,  i.  410,  411. 

Raggogie  Boosla,  ii.  542. 

Rahdarry  duties,  ii.  475. 

Rain,  its  effect  in  Hindustan,  i.  479;  pe- 
riodical Indian,  ii.  8,  9,  28,  90,  523. 

Rainer,  Rear-Admiral,  ii.  333. 

Rainsford,  General  Charles,  i.  375. 

Rajahs,  status  of,  ii.  160. 

Rajah  Runjeet  Sing,  iii.  548,  554,  555. 

Soonder  Sing,  the  Nabob’s  Dewan, 

i.  286. 

Teijewunt,  ii.  85. 

Ticket  Roy,  finance  minister  at 

Oude,  i.  252  ; ii.  179. 

Raji:shahy,  opinion  of  collector  in,  as  to 
revenue,  ii.  467  ; immdation  and  suspen- 
sion of  revenue  in,  546. 

Rajkerree,  transfer  of,  to  Sindia,  iii.  549, 
550. 

Ram,  Mr.,  resident  at  Tanjore,  ii.  527. 

, Mr.,  contests  Wexford  with  Mr. 

Sheridan,  iii.  124. 

, Stephen,  compensated,  iii.  323. 

Ramgheri,  capture  of,  ii.  131. 

Rampore,  capture  of,  ii.  295. 

Ram  Raji  Behauder,  Rajah  of  Travancore, 
i.  222. 

Ram  Rajah  of  Sattarah,  i.  227,  245. 

Ramsay,  Captain,  ii.  294. 

Ran  Behauder  Shah,  ii.  191. 

Randalstown  disfi-anchised,  iii.  323. 

Rank,  comparative,  of  Company’s  and  King’s 
officers,  i.  367;  abolition  of  local,  381, 
428 ; its  impoiiance  in  India,  554  ; mili- 
tary, ii.  298  ; iii.  127. 

Rao  Raja  Buckliar  Sing,  iii.  548,  554, 
.555, 
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RATIICORMACK. 

Katiicormack  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

Ratoath  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

Kawdon,  Francis,  Loni  (afterwards  Marquis 
of  Hastings)  ; see  Moira,  Earl  of. 

Read,  Colonel  Alexander,  ii.  96  ; at  Banga- 
lore, 510. 

Reading,  military.  Lord  Cornwallis’s  re- 
marks on,  i.  156. 

Reay,  6th  and  7th  Lords,  i.  178. 

Rebellion  Act  (Ireland),  iii.  62,  75,  77. 

, Irish,  ii.  339-348,  350,  354  ; decline 

of,  363,  379  ; one  cause  of,  iii.  520. 

Rebels,  American,  their  flight  at  Waxhaws, 
i.  45  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  as  to  the 
ti’eatment  of,  48  ; character  and  policy  of 
the  Charlestown,  57  ; their  sevei'e  govern- 
ment, 58  ; surprise  IMajor  Ferguson,  59  ; 
cruelties  of,  61  ; their  precarious  state,  116. 

, Irish,  ii.  339-343;  treatment  of,  357  ; 

proclamation  of  pardon  to,  359,  369  ; con- 
duct of  the,  358  ; submission  of  the  re- 
publican, 363  ; their  proposals,  369,  381  ; 
surrender  of  the  Kildare,  370  ; examination 
of,  383,  401  ; plunder  by,  404  ; disposal 
of  convicted,  425,  427,428,  iii.  71, 72,  74. 

Recruits,  character  of  American,  i.  116  ; 
for  India,  311,  317  ; abuses  in  obtaining, 
241  ; system  of  procuring,  258  ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  character  of  Indian,  279  ; best 
mode  of  supplying,  322  ; East  India  Com- 
pany’s powers  as  to,  332,  368  ; English 
depot  for,  406  ; European,  531  ; from  the 
Irish  and  British  militias,  iii.  154. 

Reform,  Parliamentary,  Mr.  Pitt’s  scheme 
(1785),  i.  192  ; projected  in  1792,  ii. 
185;  its  real  meaning,  with  the  United 
Irishmen,  ii.  340,  345. 

, Indian,  in  the  Company’s  collector- 

ships,  i.  283  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  measures 
of,  290,  541,  554;  ii.  470;  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s views  upon,  i.  318,  321  ; ii.  195  ; 
judicial,  ii.  487. 

Regency,  discussion  as  to  the,  i.  418,  419  ; 
Mr.  Pitt’s  Bill,  423  ; postponement  of  the 
Bill,  445  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  re- 
specting the,  ii.  36. 

, debate  on  the  Irish  Bill,  iii.  86,  87. 

Reilly,  .lohn,  threatened  removal  from  office, 
iii.  176. 

Religion,  danger  of  interfering  with  the 
Hindoo,  or  Mahometan,  i.  398  ; vigilance 
of  the  Netherland  Clergy  as  to,  ii.  31. 

Religious  pilgrimages  in  India,  i.  411 ; In- 
dian prejudices,  552 ; ii.  84 ; tenets  of 
witnesses,  ii.  55U ; ceremonies,  questions 
as  to,  568  ; animosities,  the  misery  of  Ire- 
land, iii.  306. 

Rents,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  remai'ks  on  the 
ryots,  ii.  466,  468-470,  497. 

Republic  of  the  Seven  Islands,  Amiens 
treaty  respecting,  iii.  474. 

Revenue,  Indian  regulations  respecting,  i. 
283  ; from  salt,  285  ; demand  upon  the 


RODNEY. 

Bengal,  452  ; acquisition  of,  by  negotiation, 
462;  collection  of,  475;  ii.  183,  218, 
219,  229;  from  spirits,  476;  from  land, 
489,  490;  ii.  546-548  ; Board  of,  i.  541  ; 
cautions  as  to  the,  543  ; ari-angements 
respecting,  553,  554  ; question  of  a perma- 
nent settlement  of  land,  561  ; ii.  191-199, 
463-478  ; want  of  system,  ii.  228  ; improve- 
ment in  the,  504 ; in  Arcot  and  Tanjore, 
527  ; of  Tippoo,  536,  537  ; of  the  Benares’ 
Zemindarry,  551  ; abolition  of  courts  of, 
562. 

Reviews,  Prussian,  i.  152. 

Revolution,  French,  eflects  of,  on  England, 
ii.  185  ; iii.  148. 

Reynolds,  Henry  R.,  M.D.,  attends  Geoi’ge 
HI.,  iii.  341. 

, Thomas,  gives  evidence  against  the 

rebels,  ii.  375  ; iii.  106. 

Rhadary  duty,  abolished,  i.  314. 

Rhalle,  Colonel,  commands  the  Hessians  in 
America,  i.  24,  26. 

Rhode  Island,  occupied  by  the  French,  i.  67. 

Rice,  import  of,  ii.  304  ; supplied  to  the 
army,  .510,  511  ; scarcity  of,  520. 

Richmond,  3rd  Duke  of,  his  motion  re- 
specting troops  in  America,  i.  32  ; an 
active  reformer,  1 54 ; presides  over  the 
Board  for  sea-port  fortifications,  195,  197  ; 
his  plan  for  fortifying  Portsmouth  and  Ply- 
mouth, iii.  301. 

Richmond,  4th  Duke  of;  see  Lennox. 

Rifle  Corps,  Duke  of  York’s  plan  for,  iii. 
168,  177. 

Rigby,  Right  Hon.  R.,  his  debts,  i.  165; 
his  description  of  Mr.  Pitt,  303  ; illness 
of,  377. 

Ritso,  Mr.,  i.  285,  322. 

Riversdale,  Lord,  compensated,  iii.  323. 

Riza  Ali,  defeat  of,  ii.  529. 

Robertson,  Lieut.-General  James,  i.  123. 

Robespierre,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  remarks 
on,  ii.  238,  261  ; guillotined,  258. 

Robinson,  Sir  G.  A.,  Bart.,  eulogized  by 
Lord  Cornwallis,  i.  384,  455  ; orders  to, 
ii.  500  ; mutual  friendship  between  Lord 
Cornwallis  and,  iii.  525,  526,  557,  558, 
560,  561. 

, Mrs.  (Perdita),  her  intimacies,  i.  44 ; 

canvasses  for  Mr.  Fox,  173. 

Rochambeau,  Comte  de,  i.  135. 

Roche,  discovered  among  the  French  pri- 
soners, ii.  405. 

■ , Sir  Boyle,  iii.  40  ; anecdotes  of,  97, 

363. 

Rochum  Vihan,  his  character,  ii.  512. 

Rockingham,  Marquis  of,  i.  11. 

Roden,  2nd  Earl  of,  gallantry  of  his  soldiers, 
ii.  395,  396,  399,  412;  his  influence  in 
Dundalk,  iii.  138,  141  ; elected  Irish  Re- 
presentative Peer,  286. 

Rodney,  Admiral  Lord,  his  victory,  i.  139  ; 
his  election  contest,  139. 
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ROEBUCK. 

Roebuck,  Benjamin,  ii.  34. 

Roguik,  M.  de,  his  description  of  Turin 
academical  life,  i.  4 ; ii.  182. 

Rogers,  Major,  attack  on,  by  Sir  Lawrence 
Parsons,  iii.  190. 

Rohilcund,  defenceless  state  of,  i.  252. 

Rohillas,  cruelties  of,  i.  543,  547  ; Sir  R. 
Abercrombie  pursues,  ii.  294  ; pensions  of, 
553. 

Rollin,  General,  ii.  245. 

Roman  Catholics,  Presbyterian  hatred  of, 
ii.  344  ; revolutionary,  347  ; fanaticism  of 
some  rebel,  363 ; policy  of  conciliating, 
407  ; their  admission  into  Parliament,  416, 
418,  421,  437  ; conduct  respecting  the 
Union,  436,  437,  446  ; Mr.  Pitt’s  remarks 
on,  442 ; oaths  of,  437 ; views  on  the 
Union,  iii.  8,  16,-19,  28,  52,  128,  143, 
307  ; disclaimers  of  titles  of  honour  by  their 
prelates,  20  ; meet  at  Lord  Fingall’s,  22, 
28  ; conduct  of  their  Bishops  on  the  Union, 
40  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  Auews  as  to  provi- 
sion for  their  clergy,  54,  55,  56,  58  ; 
Duke  of  Portland’s  views  on  concessions  to, 
59,  63,  64 ; idews  on  the  Regency  Bill, 
87  ; address  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  138,  139, 
141  ; power  of  voting  for  Representative 
Peers,  146,  148,  149  ; names  and  numbers 
of  Peers,  146,  148;  expectations  of,  147, 
149;  feelings  of  those  in  Dublin,  167; 
join  the  opposition,  175  ; alleged  grievances 
of  the  Peers,  205  ; Lord  Cornwallis  urges 
concessions  to,  306,  313,  316  ; discussions 
respecting,  325-330,  335,  336,  344;  pa- 
pers circulated  among,  343;  Mr.  Pitt’s 
advice  respecting,  346  ; memoranda  as  to, 
347-350  ; College  at  Maynooth  for.  365- 
375;  proposed  payment  of  their  clergy, 
494 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinions  on  the 
Catholic  question,  499;  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
advice  to  Lord  Fingall  respecting,  521,  522. 

Roman  States,  French  evacuation  of,  iii. 
386. 

Romanzoff,  Comte  de,  i.  403. 

Roscommon,  borough  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

Rose,  Right  Hon.  George,  iii.  309. 

Rosenberg,  Prince  de,  ii.  271. 

Ross,  General  Alexander,  i.  76  ; brings  home 
the  news  of  the  Camden  victory,  80,  509  ; 
ii.  387  ; rank  of  Major  conferred  on,  i. 
91  ; his  mission  to  Paris,  142  ; Franklin 
refuses  to  release,  142  ; regains  his  liberty, 
146  ; appointed  Lieut.-Colonel  and  Deputy 
Adjutant-General  in  Scotland,  151  ; advises 
General  Medows,  397,  408  ; marries,  470  ; 
ii.  299 ; accompanies  Earl  Spencer  and 
Mr.  Grenville  to  Vienna,  ii.  232,  256, 
273,  274,  279  ; George  III.  promises  to 
confer  rank  on,  235  ; returns  fr’om  Vienna, 
271  ; accompanies  Lord  Cornwallis  to  War- 
ley  Camp,  291  ; Surveyor-General  of  the 
Ordnance,  292,  410;  iii.  315;  wishes  to 
resign  office,  iii.  351 ; his  Irish  tour,  493  ; 


RUTLAND. 

sent  to  arrange  with  Birmingham  gun- 
manufacturers,  506. 

Ross,  General  Sir  Charles,  investigates  a 
charge  of  tampering  with  the  militia,  iii. 
178,  179. 

, Lieut.-General  John,  C.B.,  iii.  135. 

, Right  Hon.  Robert,  Revenue  Com- 
missioner, iii.  108. 

, Captain  Charles  Cornwallis,  killed  be- 
fore Sebastopol,  i.  16. 

Rosse,  Earl  of,  iii.  176. 

Rosslyn,  Lord,  his  anecdote  ofElwes,  i.  171. 

Rossmore,  Lord,  position  and  character  of, 
iii.  260,  265 ; elected  Irish  Representative 
Peer,  286  ; compensated,  323. 

Rous,  Sir  John,  moves  a vote  of  censure,  i. 
138  ; his  election  for  Suffolk,  172  ; ii.  58. 

Rowan,  Hamilton,  treason  of,  ii.  341  ; Lord 
Cornwallis  intercedes  for  his  wife,  382  ; 
his  contrition,  382. 

Rowley,  Admiral  Sir  Josias,  iii.  165. 

, Rear-Admiral  Samuel,  iii.  165. 

, Clotworthy,  his  marriage,  iii.  164. 

, William,  threatened  removal  from  office, 

iii.  176. 

Rugeley,  Colonel,  i.  60 ; cowardly  sur- 
render of,  72,  514. 

Rugeley  Mills,  i.  55. 

Rumbold,  Sir  Thomas,  bribeiy  and  alleged 
peculations  of,  ii.  81,  126. 

Runmust  Khan,  disputes  between  Tippoo 
and,  ii.  563,  565. 

Rupees,  improved  coinage  of,  i.  456. 

Russia,  Catherine,  Empress  of,  i.  198  ; de- 
clines English  mediation,  ii.  110,  124; 
the  Whig  party  support,  176. 

, Paul,  Emperor  of,  murdered,  iii.  356. 

, Alexander  L,  Emperor  of,  hi.’ 392  ; 

proposed  as  guarantee  for  Malta,  394,  398, 
420,  423-425,  430,  431 ; objections  to, 
453, 454  ; his  declaration  as  to  the  Maltese 
Knights,  469,  474. 

, flattered  by  Austria,  i.  209  ; English 

policy  towards,  210  ; probable  alliance  of 
Denmark  with,  210  ; combination  of  France 
and  Austria  with,  275  ; policy  of,  373  ; 
fleet  of,  373,  380  ; plague,  famine,  and 
war  with  Turkey  in,  402  ; Swedish  war 
with,  450  ; aggression  of,  ii.  39  ; Prussian 
and  Turkish  alliance  against,  45  ; succeeds 
against  Turkey,  110;  supposed  mission 
from  Mr.  Fox  to,  110  ; negotiations  with, 
144  ; makes  peace  with  Turkey,  176  ; En- 
glish alliance  with,  iii.  24 ; defeats  the 
French,  102  ; proposed  employment  of 
troops  from,  137, 138,  298  ; soldiers  from, 
employed  at  Jersey,  199  ; English  con- 
vention with,  357,  392 ; proposed  gar- 
rison from,  in  Malta,  392,  401. 

Rutherford,  General,  taken  prisoner,  i.  58. 

Rutland,  4th  Duke  of,  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  i.  164;  character  of,  167,  182, 
348. 
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RUTLAND. 

Rutland,  5th  Duke  of,  endeavours  to  retain 
his  regiment  in  Ireland,  ii.  451,  iii.  76. 

, Isabella,  Duchess  of,  i.  348. 

Ruxton,  Mr.,  opposes  the  Rebellion  Bill,  iii. 
69. 

Ryacotta,  fort  of,  ii.  100,  539. 

Ryan,  Captain,  killed  by  Lord  Edward  Fitz- 
gerald, ii.  346  ; pension  to  his  widow,  iii. 
106. 

Ryots,  conflicting  rights  of,  i.  251  ; pro- 
tection of  native,  554,  562,  563  ; ii.  546, 
548,  561  ; their  position,  ii.  192;  unde- 
fined demands  of  Zemindars  upon,  464, 
466,  467,  471  ; alleged  privileges  of,  468, 
469  ; Tippoo’s  cruelties  to,  506  ; oppres- 
sions of,  554  ; grant  of  pattahs  to,  560. 

Ryot  WAR  system,  introduction  of,  and  de- 
fects in,  ii.  200. 


S. 

Sackville,  Viscount ; see  Germain. 

Sadut  Ali  Khan,  Nabob  of  Oude,  i.  240. 
Saheb  Zada,  march  of,  ii.  133. 

St.  Augustine,  i.  50. 

St.  Croix,  taken  by  the  English,  iii.  362. 

St.  Domingo,  French  fleet  sent  to,  iii.  391, 
400. 

St.  Felix,  French  commodore,  interferes 
with  right  of  search,  ii.  132. 

St.  George,  Sir  R.  Bligh,  iii.  183. 

St.  Helena,  troops  at,  ii.  581. 

St.  Helens,  Lord,  his  mission  to  Russia,  iii. 
357,  408. 

St.  John,  General  the  Hon.  F.,  iii.  111. 

, Colonel  the  Hon.  G.,  lost  at  sea,  ii. 

129. 

St.  Johnstown  (Donegal)  disfranchised,  iii. 
323. 

(Longford)  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

St.  Julian,  Comte  de,  the  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria’s plenipotentiary,  iii.  287. 

St.  Lawrence,  French  right  of  fishery  in 
the  Gulph  of,  iii.  429. 

St.  Leger,  Lieut.-Colonel,  ii.  125. 

St.  Lucie,  engagement  with  the  French  off*, 

i.  50. 

St.  Vincent,  Earl,  M.P.  for  Yai'mouth,  i. 
172,  181  ; his  kindness  to  Lieut.  Broke,  ii. 
449  ; recommends  Admiral  Cornwallis  as 
his  successor,  iii.  340. 

Salaries  of  the  Company’s  servants,  i.  278, 
290,321,541  ; of  judicial  superintendents, 
556. 

Salem  country,  supplies  of  food  from,  ii. 
107  ; Tippoo  cedes,  157,  160  ; manufac- 
tures of,  186  ; its  military  position,  539. 
Salsette,  its  questionable  value,  i.  312  ; 
suggested  restoration  of,  321,  546,  557  ; 
exchange  of,  345  ; compared  with  Cuttack, 
366,  387,  452  ; ii.  47,  48. 

Salt,  supply  of,  i.  284  ; revenue  from,  285  ; 
VOL.  III. 


schools. 

Irish  provisions,  ii.  437  ; sales,  505  ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  plan  to  reduce  the  price  of, 
505. 

Salute  at  sea,  proposed  abolition  of  the,  iii. 

427  ; English  adherence  to,  430. 

Samoga,  Captain  Little’s  victory  near,  ii. 
529. 

Sampson,  William,  banished,  ii.  377,  381. 
Sandal-wood,  commerce  in,  ii.  538. 
Sandwich,  4th  Earl  of.  Lord  Bristol’s  mo- 
tion against,  i.  39. 

, 5th  Earl  of,  i.  155 ; influence  in  Hun- 
tingdonshire, iii.  309. 

Sankerydroog,  fort  of,  ii.  539. 

Santee  river,  i.  54,  72. 

Saratoga,  convention  of,  i.  36. 

Sardinia,  King  of  (Emanuel  III.),  Lord 
Cornwallis  presented  to,  i.  4. 

(Emanuel  IV.),  re-establishment  of,  iii. 

388  ; restoration  of  Piedmont  to,  389, 
435 ; Buonaparte’s  objections  to,  401  ; 
proposed  indemnity  to,  407 ; suggested 
provision  for,  443. 

Sattara,  Raja  of,  i.  227. 

Sattimungul,  Colonel  Floyd  reduces,  i.  479. 
Saumarez,  Admiral  Lord  de,  pursues  French 
frigates,  ii.  431  ; his  victory  over  the 
French  and  Spanish,  iii.  380  ; offered  an 
army  commission  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  380. 
Saurin,  Right  Hon.  W.,  ii.  447  ; captain  of 
the  “Lawyers’  Corps,”  457;  iii.  5;  the 
Irish  Yeomanrv,  29  ; his  opposition  to  the 
Union,  38,  39,"  204,  212,  248. 

Savage,  Francis,  iii.  162  ; opposes  the  Union, 
163. 

Savannah  taken,  i.  41,  51. 

Savary  conveys  the  French  to  Killala,  ii. 
431. 

Savendroog,  capture  of  fort,  ii.  75. 
Saxe-Coburg,  Prince  Frederick,  his  victory, 

ii.  230  ; his  retreat,  233. 

Saxe-Teschin,  Albert,  Duke  of,  ii.  247, 

253. 

Saxe,  Prince  Zander  de,  i.  9. 

Saxham  estate,  i.  409. 

Saye  and  Sele,  10th  Lord,  joins  the  oppo- 
sition, i.  300. 

Sayer  duties,  abolition  of,  i.  475;  ii.  229  ; 
collection  of,  i.  565  ; ii.  496,  546  ; amount 
of,  ii.  547. 

Scarcity  in  Lord  Cornwallis’s  army,  ii. 

514  ; in  England  and  Ireland,  iii.  295. 
SCAWEN,  John,  Military  Auditor  General, 
i.  455. 

Scheldt,  navigation  of  the,  i.  199  ; recovery 
of,  ii.  268. 

Scherer,  defeat  of  the  French  under,  iii.  102. 
SCHIMMELPENNINCK,  M.  de,  Dutch  minister, 

iii.  404,  434-436  ; negotiates  at  Amiens, 
444,  471,  480,  481,  485,  487  ; frankness 
of,  445. 

SCHLEIFFEN,  Comte  de,  ii.  7,  39. 

Schools,  licence  of  Irish,  iii.  374. 

2 R 
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SCHAVARTZ. 

Schwartz,  Rev.  C.  F.,  i.  251 ; his  sugges- 
tions as  to  the  Tanjore  succession,  ii.  207, 
208,  212,  221,  566,  567;  his  humanity 
to  Serfojee,  209,  552. 

Scotch  fencibles  in  Ireland,  iii.  19,  76,  78  ; 
volunteers  from,  285. 

Scott,  David,  ii.  16;  his  queries  as  to  the 
army,  297  ; information  and  opinions  of, 
312,  330  ; iii.  378. 

, Major,  Wan-en  Hastings’s  friend,  i. 

376. 

, Matthias,  iii.  108. 

, Colonel  W.,  ii.  296. 

Seaports,  fortification  of,  i.  195-197. 

Search,  right  of,  resisted  by  France,  i.  287  ; 
in  Bengal,  353  ; of  ships  under  convoy,  373. 

Secret-service  money,  iii.  308  ; amount 
voted,  359. 

Seconder  Jah,  supports  Lord  Cornwallis, 

ii.  135,  523,  528,  543. 

Seditious  meetings  in  Ireland,  iii.  19,  21. 

Seeded  family,  i.  386. 

Seiks,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  pacific  policy  to 
the,  i.  252  ; their  power,  257. 

Selwyn,  George  Augustus,  death  and  be- 
quest of,  ii.  144. 

Sepoys,  their  attachment  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
i.  215  ; character  of,  235,  316,  345,  468  ; 
officers  of,  238  ; ii.  580 ; improvement 
of,  i.  276 ; number  and  employment  of, 
288  ; desertion  of,  ii.  95  ; murder  by  some 
Patan,  180;  the  militia  relieve,  302. 

Sequestration  of  property  in  France,  iii. 
414,  442. 

Sera  communication,  ii.  509,  521. 

Serfogee,  his  claim  to  the  Tanjore  suc- 
cession, ii.  207-209,  212  ; removed  from 
Tanjore,  552  ; his  title,  564,  567. 

Seringapatam,  siege  of,  ii.  72,  138,  139, 
155,  530-532,  542  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  plan 
of  attack,  105,  133,  135,506-509;  night- 
attack  on,  136,  148 ; the  march  fr-om, 
166;  soil  of,  519;  British  possession  of, 

iii.  152,  530. 

Seton,  Ai'chibald,  i.  460  ; ii.  266. 

Settlement  of  Benares,  i.  456,  460  ; the 
ten-yeai*s’,  549,  561  ; question  of  a per- 
manent, 560-565 ; of  land  revenue,  ii. 
191-200,  464-478,  546-548  ; confirmed 
by  English  Govemment,  214. 

Settlements  in  Nova  Scotia,  i.  291  ; the 
best  class  of  settlers  in,  291. 

Seven  Islands,  republic  of,  iii.  474. 

Severndroog,  fortress  captured,  ii.  132, 
135. 

Shahabad,  collectorship  and  revenue  of,  ii. 
464,  548. 

Shah  Alem,  income  of,  i.  221  ; solicits 
British  aid,  307;  misery  of,  316,  364; 
cruelties  to,  543,  547  ; English  custody  of, 
iii.  541. 

Zada,  Prince,  i.  241  ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s interview  with,  295. 


SINGLETON. 

Shannon,  2nd  Earl  of,  ii.  452  ; Lord  Longue* 
ville’s  complaints  of,  iii.  3,  4,  17,  18 ; his 
political  influence,  124,  324  ; compensated, 
322. 

, 3rd  Earl ; see  Boyle. 

River,  defensive  fortifications  near,  iii. 

489,  515. 

Shaw,  Beniard,  iii.  3. 

, Sir  Robert,  Baid.,  iii.  80. 

Sheares,  Henry  and  John,  trial  and  execu- 
tion of,  ii.  346,  375. 

Shee,  Sir  George,  compensated,  iii.  32,  322  ; 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  108  ; takes 
office  under  Lord  Pelham,  381. 

Sheer  Jung,  rapacity  of,  i.  297. 

Sheffield,  1st  Eaid  of,  i.  158 ; the  Duke 
of  Portland  and  Mr.  Pitt’s  recommendation 
of,  iii.  261  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  remark 
on,  265. 

Shelburne,  3i*d  Earl  of ; see  Lansdowne. 

Sheridan,  Right  Hon.  R.  B.,  attacks  Mr. 
Pitt,  i.  303  ; opposes  the  Declaratoiy  Bill, 
374;  his  Begum  speech,  376,  404;  his 
nunoured  appointment  to  office,  419  ; Lord 
Sydney’s  censm-e  of,  420 ; ii.  40  ; the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  intimacy  with,  i.  423  ; 
retunied  for  Staflbrd  without  contest,  ii. 
43  ; a witness  for  O’Connor,  381  ; contests 
Wexfoi-d,  iii.  124. 

Shias,  sect  of,  ii.  203. 

Shooter’s  Hill,  military  defence  of,  ridi- 
culed, iii.  508. 

Shore,  Sfr  John  ; see  Teignmouth. 

Shroffs,  class  of,  i.  554. 

Sibbendies,  ii.  527. 

SiBTHORPE,  Colonel  Humphrey,  Irish  services 
of,  iii.  30. 

Sicilies,  King  of  the  Two,  proposed  as  gua- 
rantee for  Malta,  iii.  421,  423,  425,  426. 

Sidmouth,  Viscount,  Prime  Minister,  iii. 
334  ; his  opinion  of  the  illness  of  George 
in.,  341  ; his  remarks  on  the  Amiens  con- 
ferences, 418,  431,  438,  463,  482  ; his 
esteem  for  Lord  Cornwallis,  498,  501 ; 
coolness  between  Mr.  Pitt  and,  507,  508  ; 
defeat  and  resignation  of,  511  ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s support  of,  517  ; reconciliation  of 
Mr.  Pitt  and,  524. 

Silesia,  military  manoeuvres  in,  i.  212. 

Silk,  contracts  for,  i.  250,  253  ; trade  at 
Beauliah,  434  ; failure  of,  at  Dacca,  ii.  16. 

Silver  coinage  in  India,  i.  456  ; fluctuating 
value  of  Indian,  ii.  464,  465. 

SlMCOE,  Lieut  .-General,  in  America,  i.  35  ; 
refuses  to  deliver  up  an  American,  131  ; 
character  of,  461  ; ii.  455. 

Sinclair,  Mr.,  committed  for  contempt,  iii. 

211. 

Sinecures,  Lord  Cornwallis  abolishes  In- 
dian, i.  318. 

Singleton,  Mark,  the  Prince  of  Wales  praises, 

I ii.  163;  Ordnance  Storekeeper,  289. 

' , Lady  Mary,  i.  10. 
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SINDIA. 

SiNDiA,  Madajee,  origin  and  family  of,  i. 
222  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  policy  towards, 
231,  243,  252,  261  ; ii.  23  ; ambition  of,  i. 
242  ; strength  of,  257  ; friendliness  of,  324, 
347,  394  ; his  sagacity,  358  ; ii.  187,  222  ; 
his  selfishness,  i.  438,  439  ; quarrels  with 
the  Vizier,  439  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  fiiTn- 
ness  towards,  ii.  180  ; his  insincerity,  206  ; 
death  of,  265. 

SiXDiA  Dowlut  Row,  defeated,  iii.  511  ; 
Lord  Wellesley’s  policy  towards,  529,  533  ; 
liberates  Mr.  Jenkins,  536,  540,  558,  559  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  policy  towai-ds,  537, 
540,  545 ; instructions  to  Lord  Lake  re- 
specting, 547-555. 

SiRR,  Major,  sendees  of,  iii.  180,  320. 

SiVAGi  founds  the  Maratha  state,  i.  228. 

Skelly,  Colonel  Francis,  gallantry  of,  i. 
279  ; ii.  90. 

Skelton,  Lieutenant  W.,  R.N.,  iii.  514. 

Skynner,  Chief  Baron,  resigns,  i.  270. 

Slaves,  American  demand  for  payment  for 
fugitive,  i.  193 ; Portuguese  traffic  in, 
555  ; Sir  W.  Dolben’s  Bill  for  freedom  of, 
ii.  32. 

Sligo,  Marquis  of,  iii.  244,  264,  286  ; cre- 
ated a Marquis,  244,  319. 

, borough,  iii.  234. 

Sloper,  General  Sir  Robert,  commands  in 
India,  i.  166,  174,  181  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s 
opinion  of,  191,  239,  244,  258,  259,  281, 
383  ; illness  and  recall  of,  225,  226,  349. 

Smallwood,  General,  Lord  Cornwallis  re- 
monstrates with,  i.  67. 

Smith,  Major-General,  wins  lai'gely  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  i.  375. 

, James,  Ordnance  Solicitor,  ii.  379. 

, Sir  W.,  Baron  of  Irish  Exchequer,  iii. 

18  ; supports  the  Union,  43. 

, Right  Hon.  Sir  Michael,  Master  of  the 

Rolls,  iii.  302,  303. 

, Nathaniel,  i.  429. 

, Admiral  Sir  Sydney,  iii.  131. 

, M.  (son  of  Mr.  Baron  Smith),  his 

speech,  iii.  48. 

Smuggling  Bill,  i.  178. 

SOONIES,  sect  of,  ii.  203. 

SOONDOOR,  district  of,  ii.  179. 

SORBONNE,  its  strictness,  iii.  369. 

SOUBISE,  Prince  de,  i.  8. 

SouiLLAC,  Vicomte  de,  his  letter  on  the 
right  of  search,  i.  283,  287,  294. 

Southampton,  1st  Lord,  i.  168. 

, 2nd  Lord,  i.  168. 

South  Seas,  Spanish  concessions  in  the,  ii. 
109. 

Souza,  Chevalier  de,  French  exclusion  of,  at 
Amiens,  iii.  415,  473. 

Spain  invades  Florida,  i.  41 ; her  policy, 
372;  iii.  444,  458,  459;  her  rumoured 
opposition  to  Russia,  i.  380 ; treaty  pro- 
hibiting her  from  Indian  commerce,  388 ; 
her  claims  and  concessions  in  the  South 


STUART. 

Seas,  ii.  109;  declares  war,  312;  com- 
bined squadrons  of  France  and,  iii.  132 ; 
her  plenipotentiary  at  Amiens,  387,  407  ; 
war  between  Portugal  and,  398  ; diiatori- 
ness  of,  405,  406,  415,  438  ; her  cession 
of  Trinidad  and  Olivenza,  406,  407  ; her 
submissiveness  to  the  French  republic, 
408  ; guarantees  Maltese  independence, 
425;  her  connexion  with  France,  448; 
her  rights  of  navigation,  449,  471  ; con- 
ciliatory to  England,  460 ; frontier  be- 
tween Portugal  and,  466,  467,  474. 

Speaker  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons 
(1799-1800) ; see  Foster. 

Speke,  Peter,  character  of,  i.  429  ; iii.  517  ; 
Court  of  Directors  support,  i.  559. 

Spencer,  2nd  Earl,  i.  419  ; his  mission  to 
Vienna,  ii.  232,  256,  257,  273;  solicits 
his  recall,  235  ; connection  with  Mr.  Pitt, 
283  ; his  friendship  with  Lord  Cornwallis, 
336,  449  ; iii.  337  ; resignation  of,  343  ; 
supposed  unfavourable  to  peace,  383. 

, Countess,  iii.  103,  413. 

, Joshua,  opposes  the  Union,  iii.  32. 

Spirits,  tax  on,  in  India,  ii.  229,  547,  580. 

Spranger,  John,  i.  272. 

Stables,  John,  i.  260,  332. 

Stafford,  1st  Marquis  of,  his  gi-eat  election 
contest,  i.  302. 

Stahremburg,  Comte  de,  ii.  233,  259,  263. 

Stair,  Earl  of ; see  Dalrymple. 

Stamp  Act,  repealed,  i.  11,  17. 

Statutes,  interpretation  of  24  George  III., 
i.  399  ; ill-drawn  militia,  ii.  451. 

Staunton,  Sir  George  L.,  i.  349. 

Steele,  Thomas,  his  motion  respecting  the 
Constable  of  the  Tower,  i.  167. 

Stepney,  Sir  John,  i.  201. 

Steuart,  General  Sir  James,  ii.  355. 

Steuben,  Baron,  repudiation  of  his  contract 
by  the  Americans,  i.  105. 

Stewart,  Hon.  Col.,  ii.  424. 

, Right  Hon.  Sir  John,  ii.  373. 

, Henry,  iii.  66. 

Stock,  value  of  Indian,  i.  277. 

Stopford,  General  the  Hon.  E.,  i.  185. 

Storey,  Admiral,  surrenders  the  Dutch 
fleet,  iii.  28  ; in  the  Texel,  77. 

Stormont,  7th  Viscount,  minister  in  Po- 
land, i.  270  ; violent  member  of  opposi- 
tion, 274 ; opposes  the  Declaratory  Bill, 
368  ; rumoured  appointment  of,  419  ; Lord 
Sydney  remarks  on,  420  ; ii.  117,  126. 

Strabane,  Lord  Comwalhs’s  reception  at, 
iii.  140  ; disfranchised,  323. 

Strachan,  Admiral  Sir  R.,  his  action  with 
a French  frigate,  ii.  132. 

Stratford,  Colonel  the  Hon.  John,  iii.  46. 

Strettle,  Robert,  iii.  3. 

Stuart,  Sir  Charles,  appointed  to  command 
an  expedition,  iii.  236. 

— — , Hon.  Charles,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion 
of,  i.  238  ; ii.  58,  81,  142,  207. 
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Stuart,  General  James,  i,  385 ; extensive 
command  of,  415,  416;  sent  against  the 
ilundahs,  429  ; embaiTassed  by  the  rains, 
479,  480  ; carries  Outradroog,  ii.  131  ; 
at  ^ringapatam,  136,  138,  146  ; attacks 
Tippoo,  517,  531  ; investigates  the  Tan- 
jore  succession  question,  567. 

Sub  AH  of  the  Deccan,  iii.  544. 

Subsidiary  treaties.  Lord  Welleslev’s,  iii. 
523. 

SUDASEOGHUR,  foit  of,  ii.  210. 

SUDDER  Dewasa'Y  Adawlut,  COUlt  0^  ii. 
563. 

Suffolk  militia,  iii.  4. 

SUFFREIN,  repulse  of,  iii.  532. 

Sullivan,  treason  of,  ii.  391. 

Sullivan’s  Island,  failui-e  of  attack  on,  i.  22. 
Sumatra,  protection  of,  i.  468. 

Sumpter,  General,  advance  of,  i.  51  ; re- 
pulsed by  Lord  Rawdon,  55 ; pui-sued  by 
Tai'leton,  56  ; his  indefatigable  character, 
58  ; repulses  Tarleton,  but  is  wounded, 
70  ; defeated,  513  ; his  gang  of  plunderera, 
517. 

SUNDERBUNDS,  ii.  558,  559. 

SuNDERLiN,  Lord,  iii.  185. 

Supervisors,  appointment  of,  ii.  473. 
SuRAN,  revenue  of,  ii.  548. 

Surat,  court-martial  at,  i.  325. 

■ Nabob  of,  ii.  23. 

SURAJPORE,  ii.  107. 

Surrey,  Eai-1  of,  moves  a vote  of  censure, 

i.  138. 

Sutherland  fencibles,  ii.  455  ; iii.  19. 

Slav  ARROW,  Count  P.  A.,  captm-es  Ismail, 

ii.  110  ; defeats  the  French,  iii.  102  ; Lord 
Cornwallis  criticises,  114 ; defeats  Mac- 
donald, 116;  twice  neaily  defeated,  130; 
retreats  and  returns  to  Russia,  143. 

SwAMMY,  Rajah,  claims  of,  ii.  567. 

Sweden,  peace  between  Russia  and,  i.  450. 
SwERGA  Deva,  Rajali  of  Assam,  ii.  189. 
SwEETMAN,  John,  treason  of,  ii.  398. 

Swift,  Dean,  his  lines  on  Irish  corruption, 

iii.  102. 

Switzerland,  King  of  Naples’  corps  from, 
iii.  475,  478  ; emancipation  of,  494;  con- 
duct of  the  French  to,  507. 

Swords  of  Tippoo  and  ilaraiirow  presented 
to  Lord  Comwallis,  iii.  275. 

, borough  of,  compensation  for,  invested 

for  benefit  of,  iii.  323. 

Syagi,  the  Gaekwar,  i.  228. 

Sydney,  1st  Viscount,  i.  7 ; Secretary  of 
State,  160  ; consults  Lord  Comwallis  as  to 
India,  174;  Lord  Comwallis  seeks  an  ex- 
planation with,  183,  184,  185,  187  ; 
resigns,  ii.  5 ; maniage  of  his  son,  45  ; 
man  iage  of  his  daughter,  285. 

Sy'MES,  Lieut  .-Colonel,  i.  202. 

Symonds,  Captain,  zealous  activitv  of,  i. 

i::i. 


TAXES. 

T. 

Taapan,  Sir  C.  Grey’s  affair  at,  i.  35. 

Taghmon  disfi'anchi^,  iii.  323. 

Tallagh  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

Talleyrand,  Prince  de,  maiviage,  iii.  387  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis  meets,  390  ; Lord  Hawkes- 
bury’s  character  of,  392  ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s opinion  of,  395,  420  ; his  mistress, 
410. 

Talookdars,  advantages  of  a permanent 
settlement  to,  i.  563 ; doubtful  legal 
character  of,  ii.  192,  473;  undefined  de- 
mands on,  464,  466 ; capacity  of  the 
smaller,  466  ; independence  of,  470,  471, 
547. 

Talooks,  Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  con- 
cerning, ii.  210,  558. 

Tambercherry  Pass,  ii.  538. 

Tamburetties,  princesses  of  Travancore, 
i.  222. 

Tandy,  Napper,  i-ashne.ss  of,  ii.  391 ; airested 
at  Hamburgh,  iii.  142,  143 ; tried,  189  ; 
convicted,  355 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  hu- 
manity to,  338,  353. 

Tanjore,  the  rajah  of,  i.  222  ; Ameer  Sing 
decided  to  be  successor,  251  ; question  of 
the  succession,  262,  556;  Mr.  Schwartz’s 
infonnation  respecting,  ii.  207,  208,  212; 
552,  566-568  ; imceidain  payments  from, 
i.  390  ; chai-acter  of,  568  ; ii.  493,  495  ; 
treaty  with,  ii.  209,  551 ; mismanagement 
of,  308  ; difficulties  as  to  property  in,  319  ; 
enonnous  debt  of  the  rajah,  484,  486 ; 
affairs  of  the  rajah,  526  ; revenues  of,  527  ; 
defensive  position  of,  539;  cattle  in,  501, 
503. 

Tankerville,  4th  Earl  of,  quits  the  Post- 
office,  i.  303  ; anecdote  of,  304. 

Tara,  Lord,  peerage  of,  iii.  217,  318  ; com- 
pensated, 323. 

Tarente,  Due  de,  iii,  114, 

Tarleton,  General  Sir  B,,  i.  44 ; his  rapid 
march  and  victoiy,  45,  55  ; pursues  Sump- 
ter, 56  ; his  remissness  and  its  effects,  59, 
85 ; checks  the  enemy’s  incursions,  70  ; 
rashly  attacks  Sumpter,  70  ; puraues 
Marion,  72  ; repulses  Washington,  83  ; his 
imequal  force,  83 ; defeated  at  the  Liver- 
pool election,  173;  his  ‘History,’  272; 
attacks  Lord  Comwallis,  315;  blackballed 
at  Brookes’s,  37  5 ; militaiy  reputation  of, 
502,  513,  518,  519,  520,  523;  forced 
marches  of,  508  ; defeats  the  rebels  at 
Yadkin,  518. 

Taxation  of  American  colonies,  i.  11  ; Mr. 
Townshend’s  scheme  of,  17 ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s remarks  on  Indian,  ii.  476. 

Tax  on  Indian  land,  ii,  196-200;  on  sphits 
in  India,  497,  547,  .548. 

Taxes  in  India,  i.  553,  564  ; bill  for  trebling 
the  English  assessed,  ii.  330  ; difficulty  ot 
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TAYLOR, 

deciding  on  exemption  from,  in  India,  466, 
472  ; upon  ryots  by  zemindars,  468,  469  ; 
unjust  principle  of  Indian,  472  ; regulation 
of,  at  the  Irish  Union,  437. 

Taylor,  Lieut.-General  Sir  Herbert,  services 
of,  ii.  353 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  of, 
430,  431,  436,  446,  455  ; in.  89  ; private 
secretary  to  the  Duke  of  York,  iii.  40. 

, Major-General  Hon.  Robert,  ii.  391, 

396. 

, Michael  Angelo,  ii.  112. 

Tea,  duty  on,  i.  17  ; destruction  of,  at  Bos- 
ton, 18;  smuggling  of,  178. 

Teak,  commerce  in,  ii.  538. 

Teeling,  Bartholomew,  treason  and  execu- 
tion of,  li.  391 ; confession  of,  404,  405. 

Tehseeldarry  establishments,  ii.  547. 

Tehseen  Ally  Khan,  irregularities  of,  ii. 
555. 

Teige  Wunt,  character  of,  ii.  70,  87,  91, 
128,  508,  510  ; orders  to,  506  ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis removes,  512,  513. 

Teignmouth,  Lord,  i.  224  ; his  financial 
talents,  224,  238,  283,  293  ; his  abilities 
and  experience,  260,  392,  466,  488  ; vote 
for  his  expenses,  331 ; illness  of,  389 ; 
his  Bahar  administration,  466  ; his  valu- 
able exertions,  553, 560,  561,  563  ; ii.  196  ; 
Mr.  Pitt  appoints  him  Governor-General, 
215,  217,  218,  220,  224;  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s esteem  for,  228  ; disapproves 
of  teiTUs  made  with  Gholam  Khan, 
294 ; his  policy  in  India,  296,  302 ; 
iii.  529 ; his  proposal  as  to  revenue, 

ii.  304  ; coolness  between  Lord  Hobart  and, 
309,  310  ; investigates  the  complaints  of 
Bengal  officers,  316  ; censured  for  want  of 
firmness,  318;  liberality  and  candour  of, 
324 ; orders  the  Manilla  expedition,  333  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  comments  on  the  revenue 
minutes  of,  463-478  ; his  views  of  English 
policy  in  India,  472. 

Tejwunt  Sing,  Raja,  character  of,  ii.  70. 

Tellicherry,  military  importance  of,  i.  262, 
557  ; ii.  160  ; insulted  by  Tippoo,  i.  365  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  of,  387,  437, 
438  ; Tippoo’s  designs  against,  467  ; Tip- 
poo’s  tributaries  at,  ii.  491. 

Temeraire  mutineers,  iii.  414. 

Temperature  of  India,  ii.  86. 

Temple,  2nd  Earl,  protects  Wilkes,  i.  10. 

, 3rd  Earl ; see  Buckingham. 

Templetown,  2nd  Baron,  desires  promotion, 

iii.  288  ; created  Viscount,  318. 

Tenancy  in  India,  ii.  199. 

Tenants,  Irish,  neglect  of,  by  landlords, 
ii.  388. 

Tent  allowance.  Lord  Cornwallis  restores, 
i.  248. 

Tenures  of  land  in  Bahar,  i.  456,  462  ; in 
India,  561,  562  ; variations  of,  ii.  467  ; 
duration  of,  472. 

Territory,  acijuisitions  of  Indian,  ii.  160  ; 


TIPPOO. 

uncertain  definition  of  British  Indian,  iii. 
545. 

Test  Acts,  divisions  on  motions  for  repeal- 
ing, ii.  32 ; proposed  alterations  in,  iii. 
58,  64. 

Tex  EL,  French  fleet  in  the,  iii.  77. 

Thanet,  Earl  of,  a witness  for  O’Connor,  ii. 
381. 

Thelusson,  Peter  J.,  i.  449. 

Thibet,  jealousy  of  the  Lama  of,  ii.  190  ; 
trade  of,  569. 

Thomastown  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

Thomond,  Marquis  of;  see  Inchiquin. 

Thompson,  Charles,  secretary  to  Congress, 
i.  36. 

Thornton  family,  connected  with  Russian 
trade,  i.  373;  join  Wilberforce  in  his  de- 
fection from  Mr.  Pitt,  ii.  281. 

Thugut,  Bai'on  de,  ii.  233  ; ascendency  of, 
235,  245,  246,  247  ; Lord  Spencer  and 
Mr.  Grenville  confer  with,  257,  271. 

Thurlow,  Lord  Chancellor,  anecdote  of  his 
kindness,  i.  269  ; called  “ The  Tiger,”  299  ; 
removal  of,  ii.  185  ; illness  of,  iii.  498. 

, Thomas,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  i.  299. 

Ticket  Roy,  Rajah,  ii.  555,  556. 

Tierney,  Right  Hon.  G.,  his  duel  with  Mr. 
Pitt,  ii.  338. 

“ Tiger  Duff,”  anecdote  of,  ii.  63. 

Tighe,  William,  iii.  65;  his  conduct  on  the 
Union  question,  97-99,  216  ; compensated, 
323  ; influence  of,  324. 

Tipperary,  agitation  of  the  county,  iii.  20, 
21,  130,  132,  141  ; its  feelings  as  to  the 
Union,  120,  125;  vacillation  of  freeholders 
in,  180. 

Tippoo  Sultaun  captures  General  Matthews, 

i.  223  ; peace  with,  180  ; hates  the  English, 
223,  436;  ii.  162  ; quaivels  with  the  Ma- 
rathas,  i.  243,  248,  251, 322  ; his  threatened 
invasion  of  the  Guntoor  Circar,  263  ; 282, 
289,  316,  320,  323,  461,  478,  497  ; ii. 
488,  491;  i.  297,  321,  356,  462,  544; 
possible  war  with,  346,  347 ; his  in- 
tended invasion,  341  ; alliance  with  the 
Marathas  against,  310,  312;  warlike  pre- 
parations of,  316,  319,  438,  461,  466; 
discontent  in  his  army,  356  ; insults  Tel- 
licheny,  365,  387,  545 ; Lord  Cornwallis 
remonstrates  with,  365  ; his  embassy  to 
France,  403  ; bigotry  of,  436  ; moves  to 
Palacatcherry,  466  ; attacks  the  Raja  of 
Travancore,  475,  488, 490,  492,  493, 496  ; 

ii.  20-24 ; not  discouraged  by  the  Madras 
Government,  i.  477,  488,494  ; ii.  11,  12  ; 
action  with  Colonel  Floyd,  i.  480  ; aban- 
dons his  enterprise,  481 ; violates  the  treaty 
of  peace,  483 ; reparation  from,  490-491 ; in- 
solence and  violence  of,  ii.  483  ; unprovoked 
attack  of,  i.  494,  496,  497  ; Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s policy  towards,  546,  568  ; ii.  145  ; 
preparations  for  invading,  8 ; attacked  by 
General  Mcdows,  33,  37  ; gains  in  repu- 
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t'ltion,  51,  52;  Lord  Coniwallis  marches 
against,  60,  68  ; driven  from  all  his  po- 
sitions, 7 1 ; cuts  off  Lord  Cornwallis’s  com- 
munications, 71,  72  ; attempts  negotiation, 
73,  74,  534;  besieges  Coimbatore,  74; 
character  of,  78,  79,  105,  118,  157,  179, 
494,  505,  506,  522  ; defeated  near  Sering- 
apatam,  92  ; desires  peace,  93,  99,  102, 
103  ; present  from,  declined,  95  ; negotia- 
tions with,  107,  108,  508  ; his  English 
friends,  112  ; early  warnings  to,  114,  115; 
object  of  negotiating  with,  115,  117  ; 
attempts  to  corrupt  the  Allies,  118,  120  ; 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne’s  remarks  on,  122  ; 
unfounded  claims  of,  126,  127  ; attacked 
at  Seringapatam,  136,  152,  154 ; his  loss, 
137 ; attempts  to  assassinate  Lord  Corn- 
wallis, 137  ; consents  to  peace,  138,  139, 
150 ; his  two  sons  given  as  hostages, 
139,  152,  535;  description  and  career  of 
his  sons,  152,  158,  224;  preliminaries 
of  peace  with,  151  ; discourages  European 
markets,  187  ; complains,  211  ; payments 
by,  206,  221,  222;  wounded,  480;  his 
violation  of  treaties,  487  ; aggressions  of, 
488,  489,  491  ; banditti  of,  490  ; opera- 
tions against,  509,  513-524  ; encamps  near 
Magri,  514;  elder  sons  of,  527  ; night- 
attack  on,  530-532;  treaty  with,  535, 
541 ; ten-itory,  revenue,  and  power  of 
536,  537 ; demands  tribute,  563-565  ; 
sword  and  turban  of,  presented  to  Lord 
Cornwallis  by  the  army,  iii.  151,  275; 
urged  to  war  by  the  French,  529. 
Tirhoot,  revenue  of,  ii.  548. 

Titchfield,  Marquis  of,  marriage  of,  ii. 
291. 

Tithe,  agitation  in  Ireland,  ii.  343,  418 ; 
iii.  55,  56,  61,  291,  292  ; modification  of, 

ii.  407,  447  ; Mr.  Pitt’s  opinion  on,  442  ; 

iii.  227  ; of  agistment,  iii.  220,  221. 
Tobacco,  Virginian,  i.  43 ; debates  on  the 

duties  on,  ii.  40. 

Tobago,  conferences  at  Amiens  respecting,  iii. 
395,  396,  399,  402,  403 ; cession  of,  405, 
419,  427,  429,  431. 

Todd,  Antony,  Post-office  Secretary,  i.  304. 
Toler,  Mr.,  recommended  for  a peerage,  iii. 
303. 

Tomline,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  iii.  309. 

Tone,  Matthew,  treason  and  execution  of,  ii. 
391. 

, Theobald  Wolfe,  treason  of,  ii.  341  ; 

362  ; taken  on  boai'd  a French  ship,  415  ; 
defence,  and  suicide  of,  434,  435. 

Torrens,  Mr.  Justice,  iii.  18. 

Tottenham,  the  family  of,  ii.  452 ; iii.  35. 
Toulouse,  Archbishop  of ; see  Brienne. 
Tournay,  siege  of,  raised,  ii.  230. 
Toussaint  l’Ouverture,  Buonaparte’s  re- 
marks on,  iii.  400. 

Tower,  Const ableship  of  the,  i.  143 ; 
deemed  a civil  office,  161 ; Lord  Corn- 


TREATY. 

Wallis  resigns,  161  ; voted  by  the  Commons 
to  be  a military  office,  167,  169  ; Lord 
George  Lennox  appointed  to,  184  ; Lord 
Cornwallis  accepts,  from  Mr.  Pitt,  188, 
189. 

Tower  Hamlets,  iii.  500,  504  ; volunteers 
of  the,  514. 

Townshend,  4th  Marquis,  i.  154,  184. 

, 5th  Marquis,  i.  349. 

, Lieut.-Colonel  Hemy,  at  Cherbourg, 

i.  7,  8. 

, Right  Hon.  Charles,  his  scheme  of  taxa- 
tion, i.  17. 

, Right  Hon.  Charles,  commonly  called 

Spanish  Charles,  i.  156;  loses  his  seat  for 
Yamouth,  172. 

, Charles,  commonly  called  Exchequer 

Charles,  i.  166  ; life  at  Chiselhmst,  ii.  5. 

, John,  iii.  108. 

, Hon.  J.  T.,  ii.  5 ; marriage  of,  41. 

, R.  B.  Esq.,  compensated,  iii.  322. 

, Thomas,  Viscount  Sydney,  i.  7 ; see 

1st  Lord  Sydney. 

, Hon.  Thomas,  i.  8. 

, Marchioness,  beauty  of,  ii.  5. 

, Lady  Elizabeth,  ii.  ^5. 

, Mary,  her  portrait  by  Reynolds,  i.  166. 

Tracy,  Francis  Grenville,  pensioned,  iii. 
321. 

Trade  with  China,  i.  246  ; of  India,  ii.  560. 
Tralee,  borough  of,  iii.  234. 

Transfer  of  land  in  India,  tax  on,  ii.  469. 
Transport,  delays  from  want  of  transport, 

i.  59  ; iii.  115. 

Trautsmandorff,  Count,  violence  of,  i. 
373. 

Travancore,  Tippoo’s  designs  on,  i.  387, 
491,  497  ; ii.  488  ; defence  of,  i.  558  ; ii. 
490  ; Tippoo  attacks,  i.  475,  494,  496  ; 

ii.  20,  479-483,  486, 488  ; relief  of,  ii.  24 ; 
Mr.  Francis’s  resolutions  as  to.  111  ; dis- 
cussion in  the  House  of  Lords  respecting, 
122;  the  French  propose  a resident  in,  iii. 
441. 

, Rajah  of,  i.  222  ; alliance  with,  307, 

496,  497  ; his  alarm  and  conduct,  438, 
466,  467 ; neglected  by  the  Madras  Go- 
vernment, 492  ; ii.  106  ; dispute  between 
Tippoo  and,  479  ; his  right  to  Jycottah 
and  Cranganore,  488. 

Treason,  international  treaties  as  to  persons 
guilty  of,  iii.  427,  429. 

Treaties,  Indian,  illegal  and  prejudicial,  i. 

224  ; of  Lord  Wellesley,  iii.  523,  534. 
Treaty,  Commercial,  with  France  (1786), 

i.  268,  271,  278;  of  Versailles  (1783), 
330,  331,  351  ; with  Prussia  (1788), 
450 ; of  Prussia  with  Turkey  (1790), 

ii. 45;  with  Tippoo  signed,  160;  of  gua- 
rantee, with  Indian  Allies  (1792),  176; 
with  the  Rajah  ofTanjore  (1793),  209; 
of  Irish  Union  (1798),  437;  with  Tippoo 
(1792),  535,  536;  with  the  Rajah  of 
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TREBBIA. 

Nepaul  (1792),  551 ; Lord  Hawkesbury’s, 
iii.  386  ; of  Amiens  (1801),  397-487  ; of 
Badajoz  (1801),  between  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, iii.  407  ; of  Madrid  (1801),  by 
Napoleon,  407. 

Trebbia,  battles  of,  iii.  116. 

Trench,  Hon.  Richard,  iii.  129. 

Trenton,  Lord  Cornwallis  takes,  i,  24 ; the 
Americans  reoccupy,  27  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s 
evidence  as  to,  39. 

Treves,  the  money-lender,  anecdote  of,  i. 
451. 

, Pellegrine,  patronized  by  the  Prince  of 

Wales,  ii.  29,  35,  36;  his  appointment  at 
Benares,  238. 

Trichinopoly,  military  preparations  at,  ii. 
495 ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  enquiries  as  to, 
501,  503;  frontier  fort  of,  539. 

Trigge,  Lieut.-General,  West  Indian  success 
of,  iii.  362. 

Trim,  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

Trincomale,  Mr.  Pitt  suggests  a seizure  of, 
i.  337  ; its  important  harbour,  369. 

Trinidad,  Lord  Hawkesbury’s  treaty  as  to, 
iii.  386 ; Spanish  cession  of,  395,  399, 
404,  406,  421,  423. 

Trinity  College,  Dublin,  statute  as  to 
marriage  of  provost  and  fellows,  iii.  68, 
71;  Roman  Catholics  admitted  to,  368, 
371. 

Trowbridge,  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Thomas,  iii. 
538. 

Troy,  Dr.,  ii.  447 ; opinions  of,  iii.  8 ; 
papers  given  to,  343,  349  ; confers  with 
Lord  Kilwarden,  368  ; Lord  Hardwicke’s 
message  to,  370  ; solicits  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
aid,  at  Amiens,  iii.  458. 

Tryon  county,  affair  of,  i.  49. 

Tuam,  disfi-anchised,  iii.  323. 

Tuccojee  Holkar,  delegated  authority  to, 

i.  440  ; his  position,  453  ; ii.  480. 

Tuljajee,  rajah,  succession  to,  ii.  566-568. 

Tullamore,  proposed  fortress  near,  iii.  489. 

Tulsk,  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

Tumbdddra,  the,  i.  298  ; ii.  521. 

Turgot,  M.,  theories  of,  i.  329. 

Turin,  academical  life  at,  i.  5 ; surrender  of, 
iii.  116. 

Turkey,  Russian  designs  upon,  i.  210 ; 
French  policy  towai’ds,  350,  371 ; English 
policy  towards,  381  ; Prussian  treaty  with, 

ii.  45  ; defeated  by  Russia,  110  ; refusal 
of  English  mediation,  124;  makes  peace 
with  Russia,  176;  representation  of,  at 
Amiens,  iii.  462,  468,  470,  473,  479,  481. 

Turks  in  Egypt,  cruelty  of,  iii.  439. 

Turnbull,  Lieut.-Colonel,  i.  56  ; disperses 
American  rebels,  500  ; gallantry  of,  505. 

Turner,  Samuel,  pensioned,  iii.  321. 

, General  SirT.  H.,  Duke  of  Cambridge’s 

appointment  of,  iii.  514. 

Tuscany,  King  of,  recognition  of,  iii.  449, 
458,  459. 


VENCATAGHERRY. 

TwiSS,  General  William,  ii.  313  ; goes  to 
Holland,  iii.  128,  131,  134,  141,  489, 
492. 

Tybee,  i.  43. 

Tyrawley,  Lord,  supports  Government,  iii. 
220  ; recommended  for  promotion,  246, 
263 ; Duke  of  Portland’s  remarks  on,  257  ; 
Irish  Representative  Peer,  286. 

Tyrone,  Earl  of,  moves  address  in  support 
of  the  Union,  iii.  41. 


TJ. 

Ulster,  state  of,  ii.  343,  345;  iii.  61. 

Uniacke,  Lieut.-Colonel,  iii.  108,  382. 

Union  with  Ireland,  expected  hostility  to, 
ii.  429  ; treaty  of,  436,  437 ; disposition 
towards,  445,  453  ; scheme  of,  456 ; iii. 
33;  opinions  on,  iii.  29-32  ; outline  of, 
33;  opposition  to,  35,  55;  debates  on, 
41-50,  65,  69, 161-165  ; Mr.  Pitt’s  speech 
on,  53  ; change  of  feeling  respecting,  81  ; 
postponement  of  the  question  of,  83  ; con- 
duct of  the  opposition  to,  101,  183,  207, 
211  ; favourable  prospects  of,  in  House  of 
Commons,  104,  151  ; opposition  to,  by 
guild  of  merchants,  168,  169-172,  184, 
194-199,  203,  214,  239-242;  popular 
indifference  to,  111;  support  of,  125; 
state  of  feeling  in  the  North  respecting, 
138  ; expectations  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
from,  147-149  ; divisions  on,  181,  217  ; 
determination  to  carry,  191;  resolutions 
for,  carried,  219  ; progress  of,  223,  231  ; 
property  of  supporters,  224;  conduct  of 
Roman  Catholic  Peers  as  to,  226  ; engage- 
ments to  supporters  of,  245,  251-256,  267, 
269 ; Bill  passes  the  Commons,  249 ; 
Royal  assent  to,  285  ; effects  of  the,  313  ; 
promotion  and  creation  of  Peers  on  the, 
318  ; boroughs  disfranchised  at,  319-323. 

“United  Irishmen,”  Society  of,  ii.  340; 
conspire  with  France,  341 ; dishonour  and 
inhumanity  of,  341 ; iii.  60,  66 ; in  Lon- 
don, 73;  organisation  of,  81  ; ii.  424. 

Upton,  Hon.  Fulke  Grerille,  iii.  288. 

Uxbridge,  4th  Earl  of,  iii.  123,  522. 


V. 

Valenciennes,  besieged  by  the  French,  ii. 

233 ; surrenders,  235. 

Vandeleur,  Right  Hon.  J.  0.  iii.  108. 
Vanneck,  Miss  Gertrude,  ii.  280. 

Vattel,  M.  Joseph  Buonaparte’s  contempt 
for,  iii.  442. 

Vaughan,  Hon.  Lieut.  General,  i.  25. 
Vella  Murdah,  i.  416. 

Vellore,  massacre  of,  ii.  152  ; inquiries  as 
to  grain  in,  501  ; a depot  for  stores,  509. 
VENCATAGHERRY,  ii.  510,  511. 
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VENTllY. 

Ve:.trv,  1st  Lord,  family  and  sonnces  of, 
iii.  255  ; Peerage  of,  31». 

Vereker,  colonel ; see  Goi-t.  ^sinll’s  ' 

YERGE^^NES,  Comte  de,  saves  Captein  Asgi 

life,  i.  Id5 ; bis  opinion  P® 

England  and  France,  271 ; bis  death,  29  , 

VEai  attack  of  the  fort 

VERiT^Meks anion  witli  Canada,  i.  116- 

”lLEEB.  treaty  of.  interpretat.on  of,  .. 

V,??iGE*svstem  in  India,  ii.  200,  205. 

VielIbIt  JOYEESE,  Atoiral,  commands 
tbe  French  fleet,  iii.  391.  , 

V,“egar  Hire,  General  Lake’s  defeat  of  the 

rebels  at,  ii.  354. 

ViOMENiL,  Baron  de,  i.  14o. 

itsmmtia,  51, 

march  into,  discussed,  13b.  t i 
V,7iER  the  Sabob  of  Oude  at  Lncknow,, 
rS  ; his  character,  258,252  ; his  debts, 

VOECN'TEEEk,  augmentation  of,  voted,  i 
166  Mr-  Bruen  and  the,  166 ; tomat.on 

514. 


w. 


WadbiNGTOS,  S.  F.,  tried  for  forestalling, 

WaGENHE.M,  Major-General,  anecdote  of,  ii. 

64  ; in  India,  510. 

the  Duke  of  York,  245,  246. 

IValdegrave,  3rd  Earl  of,  his  ' jy  n 

Wmfs  Prince  of  (afterwards  George  i\ 

' fvllent  Foxite,  i.  168  ; his  retrenchmen 
97T  Mr.  Pitt’s  motion  to  pay  off  hi. 

j Vaf'  ‘^ni  • his  conduct,  360,  374 ; pa- 
debts,  301,  his  con  , 

Duke  oi- York,  417’,  419;  conduct 

of  493  • Sir  J.  :McPherson’s  intimacy  ^ith, 
493^  443  • his  claim  to  the  Regency,  44p  ; 
;±nises’  Mr.  Co«e,  458  ; ^mplains 
of  Mr.  Pitt  S conduct,  ii.  28  , leeii  „ 

35oTiL'’28r35!‘“,  W3;  General  Gren- 
ville’s  remarks  on,  HO.  ^ ^ cco 

WaeeaCE,  Captain,  fe'eases  -er  oje  , . 

WaeeaOJAH  BEHAODER,  Nabob,  II,  557. 


WELLESLEY. 

WaeesCOE-RT,  Lord,  Peerage  of,  iii.  255, 

Walmodes,  Comte,  commands  the  Hano- 
verians,  ii.  283.  _ 

Walpole,  Hon.  (E;  u.  338. 

, Colonel  L.  T.,  death  of,  348. 

Walsingham,  2nd  Lord,  ambassador  to 

wS’pight^Hon.  Robert,  iii.  215;  com- 

_zr)  Horn’  Edward,  compensated,  iii.  322. 
WiRF  Hush,  an  Irish  rebel,  ii.  369. 
wIrrIn,  lir  J.,  captures  French  frigates,  n. 

li^’l>!^kchard,  i.  155;  attends  Gwrge 
III.,  422,  474;  his  medical  opinion,  44d, 
Wars’aw  surrenders,  ii.  280. 

wlsHlEGTON,  General  George  tak  s fte 
command  of  the  Amencim  aim^  l.  23  , 
difSculties  of,  26;  attacks  Sir  W Ho«, 
30  ; his  left  wing  driven  m by  ^oid  Com 
wailis  30  ; his  weak  position,  31 , ™able 
T get  reckits,  52;  complains  of  Bntish 
severity,  62;  complaints  of,  _ 72  514, 

515-  his  conduct  towards  IMajor  Andie, 
fs  ;’orfers  teims  to  be  reM  to  Aimold, 

88-:  protected  by  ‘b® /rench  fleeL^ H 9^ 
his  treatment  ot  the  Loyalist  , - ? 

termtaes  to  avenge  Buddy’s  erecntion, 
144  ■ unjustifiable  conduct  m Asgill  s case, 
Uo\  mders  Lord  Cornwallis’s  return  to 

America,  147;  military  ““'orthfrecV 
514.  gives  an  entertainment  on  the  leco- 

very  of  George  III.,  ii.  6. 

/Colonel  William,  i.  ((* 

Waterford,  Marquis  of,  u.  35  . ^ 

Cify,  fayourahle  to  the  U^nion,  . , 

-"depSence  of,  324 ; its  freedom  con- 
ferred on  Lord  Cornwallis,  561. 


red  on  Lord 

— county,  representation  of,  m.  7 , coR^ct 

rfirs  2 the^ssizes,14;  disturbed  state 

wl';sol!’Ge»aU^^T.,in.America,1.9^ 

^^firHemy,  ptt'onized  by  the  Prince 

of  Wales,  ii.  47.  , • d r;  cii  'S6 

IVaxhaw,  rebels  defeated  at,  i.  , » ' • 

Wayne,  Major-General  A , 1.  99. 

WEAVERS,  W'“.^Xnd  i to’o  1 defeats 
Webster,  Lieut.-Colonei  ^j^pantry 

the  American  rebels,  t)07,  5t3,  ^ 

of,  523  ; 93. 

i.  18.  . 

Wellesley,  Marquis,  i.  ^i^pe^bar 

pennanent  assessment,  ^89  ; 

plan.  111.  174,  borough 

? V ed”323  Loid  Cornwallis’s  ap- 
pmvTors’se,  492  , 493,  609;  conduct 
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WELLESLEY. 

of  the  Directors  to,  493,  523,  525:  de- 
clares war  against  Holkar,  519;  Lord 
Cornwallis  disapproves  of  his  policy,  519  • 
succeeded  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  523  ; subsi- 
treaties  of,  523;  policy  of,  529, 
WO;  his  views  adopted  by  Lord  Lake, 
i>31 ; guarantees  the  Kana  of  Gohud,  534  • 
meets  Lord  Cornwallis  at  Calcutta,  535  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  of,  541  ; explains 
to  the  Rajah  of  Jaypoor,  547. 

^\ELLESLEY,  Hon.  Henry,  Lord  Wellesley’s 
appointment  of,  iii.  493  ; man-iage  of,  501 
Wellington,  Duke  of.  Col.  Tarleton’s  un^ 
fortunate  cnticisms  on,  i.  44;  aide-de- 
camp  to  the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
V V regiments  with  Colonel 

Cornwallis’s  opinion  I 
commands  the  Manilla 
expedition,  333 ; his  plan  for  defending  I 
Iieland,  111.  297  ; his  memorandum  on  the 
Bassein  Treaty,  542. 

Ramgheri,  ii.  131 ; 
Loid  Cornwallis  eulogizes,  188 ; expels  the 
grkendosses,  207;  negotiates  at  Assam 

W^EMY^ss,  Lieut.-Colonel,  sickness  of  his  men, 
c '^bels,  58;  attacks 

ee^Tis  ’ 

I^uke  of 

VVeUington’s  sister,  i.  404. 

, Lieut.-Colonel ; see  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington. 

W’estenra,  Colonel  W.  W.,  iii.,  288. 

— , Heniy,  compensated,  iii.  323. 

West  Indies  rebeUion  in,  ii,  nO;  disper- 
sion of  the  fleet  of,  298,  299  ; French  pro- 
posals  respecting,  iii.  450,  452. 

Westmeath,  Earl  of,  elected  Irtsh  Repre- 
sentative Peer,  iii.  286. 

--  County,  improved  state  of,  iii.  21. 
Westminster  scrutiny  (1785),  i.  191 
W ESTMORELAND,  lOth  Eaii  of,  ii.  387.’ 
Vexford  County,  rebellion  in,  ii.  349,  358 
^ ti’ials  in,  iii.  12-  dis- 

affection of,  20,  21,  61;  militia  of,’ 110, 

-—  borough  retaken  from  the  rebels,  ii. 
304;  favourable  to  the  Union,  hi  29* 
dependence  of,  234.  ’ 

W^EYMOUTH,  Viscount,  ii.  44. 

"^182,^184^’  anecdotes  of,  iii. 

WiiATELEY,  T.,  abstraction  of  his  letters,  i.. 

^iaistry  defeated,  i.  160  ; Mr 
Pitts  plan  of  sea-fortifications  opposed  by 
19o;  support  the  Empress  Catherine 
no;  divided  „„  Ihe  Irish 

Whitbread,  Samuel,  ii.  ]04. 

VOL.  III. 


WOODHOUSE. 

Whitbread,  a witness  for  O’Connor,  ii.  381 
Admiral  Com- 

s fnendship  for,  ii.  299  ; iii.  516. 
^^ii?  ?74^^''’  tractor,  subscription  of, 

White’s  Club  support  Mr.  Pitt,  i.  446- 
ball  on  regency,  447  ’ 

""on^nu:  “'■rt-niartial 

W’hitemarsh,  i.  30. 

W HiTWELL,  Mr.,  malversation  of,  i.  284 

"'42^,‘'“22rii’i.“l'’’  O".  ii- 

Wickham,  Eight  Hon.  W.,  ii.  371  • his  nlm 
r«^ng  the  Eoman  Catholic  clel^-,  ii" 

‘ii-  i®®  >■  'rfsh  repre- 

sentative  peer,  286.  ^ 

, 3rd  Earl  of,  hi.  109. 

~iir  Trio  TriT  ^‘ii ; 

ii  303  . E A-ir  ’ system  i„, 

11.  obd  ; banditti  m,  iii.  282,  283. 

borough  disfranchised,  iii.  323. 

^Countess  of,  her  borough 'disfranchised, 

George  ITT., 

' to  4%  b’-  Bengal’s^sent 

r^Avt!  tt’t  treatment  of 

eorp  III.,  472,  473.  firmness  of,  474. 

iii  George  HI., 

111.  341  , the  King  s aversion  to,  510. 
ILLIAMSBURGH,  military  position  of,  i 1 09 
W ILLIAMSON,  General,  submission  of,  i.  50o’ 

W ILJIINGTON,  i.  86  et  seq.,  108. 

^ ih^  175  Pfincaslhre  volmiteers  of, 

WHnchelsea,  Eai-1  of,  i.  482 

"'if  V,?'  “>  Holland, 

II.  264,  George  HI.  approves  of,  263  • his 

^news  of  affairs  in  Holland,  267;  his 
opraion  of  the  Duke  of  York's  retirement, 

291  - Vh  r"  as  ‘o  Corsica, 

iii  498  r ‘r‘“'“''’a»‘ss  opinion  of,  293; 

III.  498;  resigns  office,  343;  disapproves 
of  peace,  383 ; speeches  about  volunteers, 
b09  ; opposes  the  vote  for  Lord  Cora- 
wallis’s  statue,  563. 

WHnipilly,  ii.  87. 

Winter,  Admiral  de,  released,  iii.  141 
\V  OLA,  Pinssian  camp  at,  ii.  235. 

^ opposed  to  the  Union, 


W^ooDHousE,  .John,  i.  433. 
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WOOL. 

WoOL-ilAXUFACTL'REES,  English  and  Irish, 
iii.  230  ; ^Ir.  Pitt’s  opinion  of  their  jea- 
lousy, 231. 

Woolwich  Academy,  augmentation  of,  iii.  317. 

Worcestershire  Nilitia,  iii.  4. 

WoRMB,  Colonel,  his  mode  of  aiming  his 
Yaghers,  iii.  177. 

WoROxzow,  Comte  S.,  iii.  389. 

Worthington,  Sir  W.,  changes  the  Yeo- 
manry coloum,  iii.  29. 

Wraxall,  Sir  X.,  misstatement  by,  i.  135. 

Wray,  Sir  Cecil,  i.  172. 

Whittle,  military  defences  at,  iii.  501. 

Wycombe,  Earl  of,  i.  372. 

Wynne,  Robert,  iii.  382. 

Wynnesborough,  healthy  site  of,  i.  64 
et  seq.,  511. 

Wyvill,  Rev.  Christopher,  Walpole’s  criti- 
cism of,  i.  154. 


Y. 

Yadkin,  river,  i.  51,  82,  84. 

Yanam  French  factory  seized,  ii.  226. 
Yarmouth,  Earl  of,  ii.  244. 

Yelyerton,  Lord,  supports  the  Union,  iii. 
41 ; speech  by,  220 ; Duke  of  Portland’s 
remaiks  respecting,  258. 

, Hon.  W.,  compensation  to,  iii.  323. 

Yeomanry,  Irish  foimation  of,  ii.  342 ; 
violence  of,  371,  388,  389,  422,  423  ; Nr. 
Saurin’s  conduct  to,  iii.  29 ; discipline  of, 
74,  94;  chiefly  Orangemen,  167;  rebels 
appeal  to,  168. 

Yonge,  Right  Hon.  Sn  G.,  i.  165 ; Lord 
Cornwallis’s  opinion  of,  169  ; his  papei-son 
the  Indian  aimy,  341  ; ^Ir.  Dundas’s  in- 
teiwiew  with,  534. 

York,  Frederick,  Duke  of,  military  talent  of, 

i.  15 ; his  esteem  for  Lord  Cornwallis,  152, 
443  ; ii.  176  ; Lord  Cornwallis’s  opinion  of, 

i.  211 ; ii.  36  ; his  opinion  of  Frederick  the 
Great,  i.  266  ; buys  Lord  Galway’s  estate, 
373;  wishes  to  join  the  Russian  aimy, 
361 ; amusements  of,  374,  448 ; the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  influence  over,  417,  419  ; 

ii.  32  ; habits  of,  441 ; joins  the  Opposition, 
446 ; purchases  Oatlands,  449 ; his  duel 
with  Colonel  Lennox,  482  ; projected  loan 
on  the  security  of,  ii.  110;  visits  the 
Prussian  army,  125;  mamage  of,  170; 
commands  in  Flanders,  230,  231  ; bad 
feeling  between  the  Austrian  generals  and, 
232,  233  ; suggested  retirement  of,  234 ; 
resignation  of,  263,  264,  267,  268,  276  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis’s  explanation  to,  273 ; 


ZURICH. 

recall  of,  276,  277  ; exculpates  Lord  Coni- 
wallis,  278  ; appointed  Field-Mai’shal,  286  ; 
Lord  CornwaUis’s  inteiwiew  with,  313  ; 
his  kindness,  330 ; his  scheme  for  the 
Ordnance,  386  ; rumoured  appointment  of, 

iii.  123  ; his  aimy  evacuates  Holland,  136, 
137  ; fevourable  to  Lord  Clanricarde,  352, 
356 ; his  plan  for  national  defence,  508  ; 
consults  Lord  Cornwallis,  510. 

York,  Duchess  of,  ii.  161 ; mandage  portion 
of,  170. 

Yorke,  Right  Hon.  Charles  P.,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis’s opinion  of,  iii.  500. 

, Colonel,  exchanges  regiments  with 

Colonel  Wesley,  afterwai’ds  Duke  of  Well- 
ington, i.  173. 

Yorkshire,  election  of  Hr.  Wilberforce,  i. 
172  ; clothiers  oppose  the  Union,  iii.  225. 

Yorktown,  i.  102,  104 ; Lord  Coniwallis 
airives  at,  112;  besieged  by  the  enemy, 
124;  capitulates,  127,  135,  139. 

Youghal  borough,  iii.  234. 

Young,  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  death  of,  iii.  314. 

, Mrs.,  pension  to,  iii.  332,  340. 

, Rev.  J., D.D., declines prefeiment,  i.  259. 

Ypres,  fall  of,  ii.  232,  249,  250. 

Yucatan,  privileges  in,  iii.  448. 


Z. 

Zada,  the  Shah,  i.  232. 

Zain-ul-Abu-din,  veracity  of,  i.  356,  358. 

Zealand,  province  of,  ii.  258. 

Zemaun  Shah,  character  of,  iii.  131. 

Zemindar  settlement ; see  Assessment. 

Zemindars,  conflicting  rights  of,  i.  251 ; 
abuses  by,  460 ; ii.  546  ; the  chief,  i.  549  ; 
character  of,  554;  ii.  466,  473,  478; 
their  teiritorial  right,  i.  561-564;  ii.  474, 
497 ; tribute  from,  restored,  25  ; of  Ben- 
gal, 160 ; rights  and  privileges  of,  195-198 ; 
liabilities  of,  199,  200  ; foim  the  police, 
205 ; proposed  allowances  to,  463 ; the 
Company’s  receipts  fi'om,  464 ; their  de- 
mands, 464;  Lord  Cornwallis’s  plan  for 
improving,  466 ; their  relative  rights  and 
duties  discussed,  467-472  ; poverty  of,  478  ; 
restoration  of  displaced,  495;  usurious 
loans  to,  580. 

Zemind ARIES,  extent  of,  ii.  192 ; Xizam’s 
exactions  from,  193;  descent  of,  558. 

Zemindary  of  Benares,  administration  of 
justice  in,  ii.  204 ; land  revenue  of,  551. 

Zetland,  Earl  of,  ii.  43. 
j ZiLLAH  Courts,  ii.  202,  203,  562. 
i Zurich,  Massena’s  victory  near,  iii.  142. 


THE  END. 


r-OXlHlX  ; PRINTED  BY  W.  CT.OWES  AND  SONS,  STAMFORD  STREET, 
AND  CHARING  CROSS. 
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